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CH:ft  P.    IV/ 

8  E-^;Ti\  if/-/ 

[      tfiotei  iirmih  tbt  Cbutfe  cf  this  Chalet  \  atli  df 
fimdry  Sifdia£efHs  modi  ujh  of  u  ipm  a  Commerce 
i      wibibat  in^ri. 

W£  iHiye  already  given  in  onr  ancient  hiAof  y  *  the  belt^ 
aficouat  Mr«  codd  of  this  Taft,  and,  in  moff  refpe^s^ 
ludcaowa  topire,  its  limitSy   i&habicant$,  cities, 
6r.  as  far  as  diey  were  knoWa  to  the  adcient  writers,  and  the 
Kecofdsv  tlioy  have  left  us  of  them  would  allow ;  and  if  ^^Jhifflnia 
gF€atflr  paFtpf  wl^t  aoc  only  they,^  but  others  of  a  more  mo^  iittle 
dera  date,  have  written  of  it,  be  either  too  fabulous  ot  uh-  ktmum  f 
Ctttain^  eitfaer  with  regard  to  its  true  fttuation^  extent  9JiS.the  an- 
bouadarics.**,ras  well  asMith  relation  to  it  nature,  climate,  ifc,  it  ^''»^'  «»' 
auftbechieflf  afcribed  to  thaterroneous  notion,  which  reigned  ^^f^^ 
fi>  loftg  aasDog  hiftoritt&s  and  geographers,  that  all  the  aoun-  ,  fi^^  /. 
tries  that  lay  fo  near  the  cquiabaial  Kne,  were,  for  the  moft  ^^^^^t^ 
put,  wafte  and  uninhabi4:abts ;  and  to  the  lanie  cauTe  we  muft  ^^^ 
^trtt)ttte  that  fo  moch  lefs  hath  beeo  written  o^  it  tbaxy  of 
^  Bumy  otbersj;  and  that  what  we  meet  with  concerning  itv 

•  Vol.xviiii  p*  2JJ,  k  fcq.  ^  Cottfer  Atlas  Jphhson^ 

Mod.  HI5T.  Vol.  XV.  A  before 
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.  °^    THE 

_.,  CH~yp--^';;- — — 

^'^f^^i^  modern  Ambars. 

9uoui  through  the  cot^j^  ,f  4,  cb^,^ .  ^4  ^f 

Pin^  Urmgms   ntadi  ufi  of  ia  ^pm  a  Cmmera 

WE  have  already  g\ vtti  in  onr ancient  blAory  •  the  bdl 
;iGt:oMSit\V'  ;t,  arid,  in  moft  rdpcfl^ 


^  -1  It 


viiwritcrt,  and  fli< 


«  ne  Afcian  fHfiary  of  B- XVI; 

before  the  P^rfu^gt/^  found  means  to  introduce  themfelves^ 
into  it,  appears  at  the  bed  uncouth  and  unfatisfaftory ;  fo 
that  it  is  entirely  to  the  difcoveries  which  thefe  have  been 
enabled  to  make  by  thdr  abode  in  thofe  parts,  and  their  own 
intimate  aicquaintance  with  their  inhabitants,  that  we  are 
obliged  fof  that  more  perfeft  knowlege  wc  have  of  them  ; 
Wh  fo     P^*^^  ^^y>  ^^  mean,  in  comparifon  of  what  we  had  be- 
great  dif'  ^^^^  ^^^7  publiftSed  their  accounts  of  this  great  empire;  the' 
ferenceftill  ftiU  vaftly  ftiort  of  it,  ODi  account  of  the  diflbnancy  we  find 
i«/AWr  «f-bfetween  th^m,  In  many  refpedfe,  for  want  of  proper  meansi 
€9UHtsofit,2L%  well  as  time,  for  making  their  obfervations  with  greater 
exaftnefs  and  certainty,  concerning  the  true  fituation  of  the 
whole  country  in  general,  and  that  of  moft  of  its  provinces 
and  places  cf  note  in  particular.     We  fliould  perhaps  ntore 
trifly  accemnt  for  the  great  difference  aodimperreftion  which 
reign  thro'  the  greateft  part  of  their  maps,  both  with  regard 
to  the  extent,  limits,  longitude  and  latitude,  ifc.  as  well  as 
in  their  defcriptioijsrdf  ^hejiniaHd;fatt8,,.if  we  were  to  fay^ 
that  thofe  good'fa'ffieis;  JefuitV*ahd*o^e^^    who  were  feht 
miffionaries  thither,  to.redtu:e-dje.yfJ/^7^z«  church  to  the 
obedience  of  the  fee  crfi&im4-'^^O04f^r  hearts  and  minds  too 
Their  over  full  of  this  one  imgortarit"pbi,6h.\\Q,  fiijd  leifure  for  lefler  dif- 
xeal  to      coveries  ;  which  bebigltif.-JiKii  A'H^iuii  as  would  rather  ex- 
eon'vert    .  gite  the"  jejdoufy  than  adnlirati6n''of  "that  rude  and  ignorant 
the  na-      people,  they  thought  might  be  more  fitly  poftponed  till  the 
uvef  ocea*  ^^^^  ^^ j  ^f  ^j^^j^  miffion  Was  once  gained  ;  after  which  they 
i^ttJr      ^^^^>  ^^'^^^  ^^^^  pleafure  and  fafety,  attend  to  the  other  Icfs  , 
/  -A^»*  momentous  branches  of  it.     The  misfortune  was,  that  their 
untimely  zeal  for  obtaining  the  one,  brought  fuch  a  dreadful 
and  general  perfecution  upon  them,  as  hath  at  once  qua(he<f 
all  the  hopes  and  profpeft  of  regaining  either ;  not  only  the 
miffionaries  of  all  denominations,  but  the  very  names  of 
Portugucfe  and  Franks ,  by  which  they  called  the  Europeans^ 
are  become  deteftable  to  the  whole  Jbiffinian  natron,  and  are 
hardly  ever  mentioned  without  fame  eurfe  or  hateful  epi- 
thet S 

What  occafioned  this  fudden  and  fnrprifing  change,  after 
the  Portiiguefe  had  been  fo  kindly  invited  thither  by  one  crf^ 
their  etripreffes,  had  done  her  and  fome  of  her  fucceflbrs  fucfe 
Jll  parts  fignal  fervlces,  for  which  they  were  raifed  to  the  higheft  de- 
eftt  kt-  gYtt  of  efleeni  and  confidence  in  the  Jbiffinian  court,  will  be 
'ce^bU^^to  ^^  ^^^  ^^  *^  courfe  of  this  hirtpry  :  at  prefent,  it  will  be 
/isT  Euro^  fufficient  to  fay,  that  for  their  fakes  all  accefs  to  any  part  of 
peanff.       ^^^^  kingdom  is,  fince  their  expulfion,  become  to  the  laft  dc* 

•  Tilde?,,  PoNci.:T>  Ludolph,Maillet,  &al.  plur. 


D  4^  *h  Empire  efAUBniM. 

gree  dangerouSy  and  in  fome  peafure  imprafticable,  to  all 
Europeans^  ia  any  difguife,  or  under  any  pretence  whatfb- 
ever.  All  the  pai&s  to  it  are  guarded  with  the  utmoft  dili- 
gence ;  and  no  fooner  doth  a  Aranger  offer  himfelf  at  any  of 
their  frontiers,  but  he  is  immediately  examined  from  head  to 
foot,  to  fee  whether  he  carries  any  arms,  letters,  books^ 
Writings,  or  any  other  thing  that  is  liable  to  fufpiclon :  his 
fkin,  hair,  complexion,  (hape,  ifc,  are  fcrupuloufly  fcruti- 
mzed,  and  efpecially  whether  he  carries  with  him  the  feat*  of 
circumcifion ;  which  examen  is  fche  more  eafily  toade,  ^  the 
travellers  into  thofe  hot  climes  hardly  wear  any  other  cover- 
ing than  a.  blue  linen  (hirt ;  for  none  here,  not  even  fubjefts, 
are  permitted  to  wear  either  cap,  hofe,  or  flippers  ;  that  be- 
ing the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  emperor.  The  knowfege  of 
the  Ethiopit  language,  and  the  dark  olive  complexion,  are  nO 
lefs  neceffiiry  to  help. an  European  to  pafs  unfufpefted,  than 
the  mark  of  circumcifion :  aijid  this  fear  of  admitting 
iany  fpies  or  dangerous  perfqns  into  their  dominions,  not  only 
makes  them  thus  ftrift  and  diligent  in  examining  every  paf- 
fenger,  bi?t  likewife  v^ry  fevere  on  all  thofe  who  run  the  rifle 
of  coining  thither  unprovided  for.  fuch  a  fcrutiny  ^  ;  an  in- 
flanceof  which  ftrift  feverity  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  matr- 
gin,  out  of  the  laft  quoted  author,  who  reiided  at  Cairo^  a$ 
conful  to  the  French  nation,  many  years  after  the  time  in  which 
k  happened  (A), 

Upon 
^MAiLLETdefcript.d'  Egypte,vol.ii.lestel'  8,  Hague  edit.  p.  82. 
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(A)  The  Ahiffinian  emperor 
having  heard  fome  of  his  offi- 
cers, whom  he  had fent  ioCairo^ 
give  a  certain  Capuchin  friar, 
then  refidiiig  in  that  city,  larga 
commendations  for  his  excellent 
toll  in  phyfic,  and  futprifihg 
fucccfs  in  curing  variety  pf  dif- 
eafcs,  fent  him  a  kind  invita- 
tion to  come  and  fettle  at  his 
tourt,  which  he  readily  com- 
plied with ;  but  whild  he  was 
making  preparations  for  that 
journey,  fome  other  monks,  of 
the  fame  Francifcan  order,  took 
it  into  their  heads  that  that  in- 
vitation might  extend  to  all  that 
Were  IkiJIed  in.  \  that  art,  of 
which  moft  of  thofe  good  fa- 
thers  take  care .  .to  gain  a  .com- 


petent knowlege,  that  being 
the  mod  cffedlual  means  of  in- 
troducing  them  among  thofe  ^ 
(otherwife jealous)  princes,  and 
procuring  them  an  honourable 
proteflion  and  livelihoods 

Jii  this  perfxiafion,  loiine  of 
them  ventured,  unknown  to  the 
Capuchin,  to  get  to  that  court 
fome  time  before  him,  in  hopes 
of  meeting  the  fame  reception 
there;  and  upon  their  firft  ap- 
pearing on  the  frontiers,  news 
Were  difpatched  to  the  emperor 
of  their  arrival ;  who  fent  im- 
mediate orders  to  have  them 
fafely  conveyed  to  him,  not 
doubting  but  his  Capuchin  was 
at  the  head  of  them,  and  that 
the  others  were  only  his  aliift-  ' 
A  2  'ants 


4  ^  African  mjhff  of  B.XVt 

7bi  Afer-     <Ip6 A  ttit  ^fiol*,  wlidfever  cotop^res  tWfe  oMet*W«o!!s  rf 
var/««i  •/diofe  miiTionaries^  will  And  theth  id  Cerent  txA  iiiip«rfe£V^ 
/i^^Poftt-  that  he  \)i^iU  bavfe  fWfon  to  conclude  Aey  were  ttuide  ifi  haflre, 
«"«*5   .    and  withbttf  fliai  accuracy  whkh*  we  obfttVc  them  loufc-ift  aU. 
•^^*'* other  countries,^her<5  they  make  a  longer  refidence,  and  hate 
freapita-  ^^^^^  ±eain%  and  iftftrUments  for  fuchra*  Work.  Whdever  read^ 
tfeofe  who  feein  to  hive  taken  the  mbff  pains  td  ra^ew  their 
Qbrervatk>Q8>  ahdre(!6ncile  them  i6  each  other,  ftirfi  ^s  fether 
7i?ifcz,  Luddlph,  ind  others  of  eqtal  capacity.  Will  find  ftitf 
▼ariance  enough  dttfdftgft  theto  tor  make  u^  wifli  fc^i  what  we 
arc  not  likely  t6  kt  iii  hafte,  a  more  accuf  at^'  f»rVey  of  thfe 
^  cbuntry.     To  give  an  inftance  of  two  of  this  r^markiablc  dif- 

ference, We  n^  but  compare  the  fituattdn  of  the  town  off 
tiiejim^  which  Wa^  reckoned  the  mid-way  bctvveen  thie  town 
VUimal  oiSennddrind  the  confines  6f  Ethiopia^  as  fixed  by^  father 
SffiriHci  6rev€icnf%  own  obferrations,  who  is  allowed  to  have  beea 
hetnuitn    a&  excellent  ^ronomer,  and  one  who  accompanifed  the-phy* 
***»•        ikian  P^Cet  into  &ibidpia,  but  died  in  the  way  tMther,  and 
pkcte  that  town  in  the  loth  degriefe  of  liorth  latMude  (♦) ;  and 
A©  fituatibn  which  fdthcr  T^^Bez,  and  Mr.  Ludofpi' after  Km^ 
give  it  itii  their  map  of  th^  empire,  and  we  (hall  plamly  fee  thar 
one  of  tfecnimuiJ'  be  gfeady  out ;  atol  yet  Brevrdent  iodk  his 
obfeWatioii  upon  the  fpof-    Another  proof  how  litUe  7VA 
i^z's  map  is  to  be  depended  upon,  h  the  fitiiatioh  which  an^ 
other  Portugue/e  jtvait  affigns,  from  his  own  obfenratiotis: 
likewife,  to  5ie  kingdom  oiDembea\  which  is  fbch,  accord- 
ingtohim*,  that  both  the  poles  are  vifible,  and  that  the 
antartic  appears  the  hijghcr  of  the  two;  which  is  the  very  re- 
tcrfe  of  what  TetUz  and  htdolph^^  maps  repreftnt  iL 

♦  See  Poi«esT*s  Voyager  to  EtMofia,  p.  33^. 

*  Fern  AND  EX  ap.  Codign,  lib.i.  c.  1 1.  p.  69;. 

tnts  or  attendants.      But  apod  the  &me  Aoi^lhels ;  tiAi  d^ljrh^ 

lartherexaounation,  finding,  by  fbry  furhifhes  u&with  i.gpe^ 

hMofficersabovementionedythat  number  oFihdahces  of  the  like 

he  was  not  of  the;ir  number,  he  nature;  though  nond  oif  theiti; 

was  fo  exafperated  at  the  bold-  hare  been  fumcient  to  deter  him. 

aefs  of  their  attempt,  that  he  and  otliers  from  contriving  newt 

/  caufed  them  to  be  all  pat  to  im-  ftratagems  and  devices  to  lacili^ 

mediate  death.    This,  oar  au-  tate  an  entrance  to  thetr  mifli- 

thor  tells  us,  happened  50  or  60  onaries  into  that  kingdom,  itk 

y^trs  before  his  coming  to  re*  fpite  of  all  the  care  and  eautioii 

64ein  Eppt  (1);  fince  which  whicK  thofe  princes  Ukd  to  pre- 

time  the  lame  vigilance  and  fe.  vent  it  (2},  and  the  extn»me  da&i* 

verity  were  ftill  obferved  with  ger  of  attempting  to  elude  it. 

(T)  mUkt, yh.  fof^  (1)  !ir.  r*^^^  « j,  &  /Y. 


r 
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It  was  probably  this  diilbnancy  bptween  thq/k  gtitboK, 
that  induced  a  late  famous  gec^graphq*  to  Ms  imperial  loa* 
jeftf  to  try  to  give  the  world  a  tuore  accurate  mAp,  not  only  CUrreaeJ 
f^  this  empire,  but  of  aU  jft/rica ;  which  tie  caufied  io  pcfy  a  m^ 
printed  feme  years  ago  at  Nuremher^y  with  fome  critical  re-  *^/  rf 
iparks.npon  rf\ofc  which  father  TeUez  a^d  Mr.  pudolph  h^ire  4fi^* 
given  U8  of  the  MiJJiniat^  empire :  but  as  this  new  One  ^ath 
not  met  with  the  fuccefs  and  approbation  which  the  comt> 
piler  feenied  to  promife  himfdf,  we  fludl  content  ourfel^s 
with  referring  our  reader  for  a  farth^  account  of  it,  as  far  as 
relates  toqur  prefcnt  fubjed,  to  the  fubfequent  note  (B). 

We  need  not  therefore  wonder  If  fopn^  of  the  Writers  rf^^;^^^.^ 
the  AfricMsi  part  of  the  world,  particularly  fqme  of  aix  mitsfifi^ 
atlas's  ('),  have ^extended  the  limits  of  this  empire  fo  tzr extim/ufly 
beyond  its  due  bounds ;  to  (ay  nothing  x^f  thofe  ot  older  .date,  ^^^^^yyir 
who  have  ftretched  its  foutbem  ones  fp  vaftly  beyond  thc/^/n.' 
^quinofllal  line  ;  though  they  zvfi  (b;und  to  come  {o  (hort  of 
it  by  the  comanon  confentaof  all<our  more  modern  geogra- 
phers.    They  wew  altogcAer  in  thp  dark  jabout  the  cbun? 

^  Vid.  inter  aL  Msacatoji^  JoHHSO^^aoii  D#  JLliL]B« 


(B)  We  are  told  by  Mr.  ^ 
fa  Crosne,  late  profeiTor  in  phi- 
ioibphy,  and  Hprary- keeper  to 
the  late  king  ofPru^a,  of  a  map 
of  Jfrica^  printed  at  Nuremhirg 
hy  J,  Baft.  Heron,  gcograpltpr 
to  his  Imperial  Maj«<ly,  jn 
which  are  thefe  words:  Bent^ 
fuoJe  JpeSater,  Ludolphum  bfic- 
tenus  incauti  ficuti  ffinty  ffii 
miodam  no^9  Jlfiemate  originem 
Plili  tddfuUs  fuisperferamififtrU' 
grunt,  Nos  au^ritatem  ^iri 
m^xinu  Resu^  P.  .Henrici  Sche- 
reri,  S.  y,  Geogr/iphi  cehber^ 
rintty  qui  ex  werh^  T.  P.  MiJJtQ- 
nariorum  fua  focietatis  rehtioni^ 
lus  tede  nobis  quale  hie  fo/uimiiff 
fehema  utriufqttt  Nili  albil^  atri 
Flumims,  frafiguravit^  amflee- 
tinrnr  ;  Citriofof^ue  hijiorica  «iv- 
fitatis  indagat^rfs  ad  tffum  attC' 
f$ri4  ofusfuwptibus  fnenohilis  *viri 


J.  CafeariBeQcardiy{5fr.  A*/^. 

efe/^  Augufiani  prffiaxtiffime  edi* 
tunif  remittimus.  This  map,  we 
are  told  hy  oar  author,  places 
the  fources  of  the  Niieznd  Niger 
a  great  way  beyond  the  eqni- 
nodial  line,  and  makes  it  tci 
ilow  immediately  from  the  lake 
Zaire  $  which  paradox  Is  pne- 
*  tended  to  be  founded  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  jefuit  miilionaries, 
but  without  producing  any  pf 
them.  Doth  not  this  ftrange 
difoord  and  diiference  of  opi- 
nions* flowing  from  the  fame 
fAurce,  and'^fouoded  on  the 
fame  authorities,  gave  ut  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  to  wifli  fbribme  new 
obrervatk)ns  and  difcoveries. 
which  might  put  an  efiedua| 
end  to  them^  atid,give  us  a  more 
certain  knowiege  of  thofe  cu« 
rioas  and  importantmatters  (4)  I 


ftq»    Set  aifo^bat  bath  bftn  faid  on  tbt  fiuree'oftiat  rivtr^  Ate*  Htfit  vol*  u  p^^ 
^^fif*$fm.p.i6Sif  &fip 
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tries  that  lay  beyond  it  on  that  fide ;  and  had  no  other  way  to 
fupply  that  great  chafm  of  600  or  more  leagues,  than   by 
bringing  all  that  vaft  tra^  within  the  limits  of  it,  and  be- 
ftowing  upon  its  emperors,  all  that  imnjenfe  territory  which 
they  knew  not  how  to  difpofe  of  otherwife.     By  this  means 
they  have  ftretched   it  from  22°   north  to  16  or  17  fouth, 
and  given  it  an  extent  of  39  or  46  degrees  ;  which  is  above 
twenty-one  more  than  it  really  hath   (C),  as  we  fhall  fhew 
very  foon  from  the  more  authentic  teftimonies,  and  more  ac- 
curate obfervations,  of  thofe  Portnguefi  fathers,  whofe  long 
refidehce  and  acquaintance  with  thefe  (till   then  unknown) 
parts,  have  enabled  them  to  give  us  a  more  fatisfaftcry  know- 
lege  of  them  ;  of  whom,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  givefon^e  previous  account,  before  we  proceed  farther, 
and  by  way.of  introduftion  to  the  following  hiftory, 
T|f    Por-      The  enrprefs  Helena,  grandmother  to  the  emperor  Da- 
tuguefe     vidy  having  received  a  kind  of  congratulatory  ambafly  fron^ 
invitedtn-  Emanxiel  kirig  of  Portugal,  was  fo  highly  pleafcd  with  it,  that 
iQ  Abifli-  flie  refolyed  to  fend  the  like  to  him,  with  a  view  of  entering 


(C)  This  is  the  cafe,  among 
Qther5,  of  the  modern  MercaUr 
and  Johifon^  Atlas,  in  whicji 
they  w^re  led  by  a  wrong  fcent ; 
the  authors  they  followed  hav- 
ing placed  the  head  of  the  l<lile 
about  16  or  ^7  degrees  of  (outh 
latitude,  where  lies  the  lake 
Zamhre  and  Zayre,  (fo  their 
maps  call  the  fouth  and  north 
fides  of  the  Danthean  lake,  thrp' 
which  that  river  flowa  after  .a 
long  courfe from  its fpring head) 
^t  was  natural  for  them  to  ftretch 
the  fouth  boundaries  ^t  leaft  to 
far  as  the  fqurce  of  that  river, 
.  fince  it  was  allowed  by  all  to 
fpring  in  this  empire  of  Abif- 
firda.  And  it  was  no  lefs  natu^ 
ral  for  Mercator  to  place  the 
kingdom  of  Goiam  along  the 
coans  of  that  lake,  fince  this 
was  fuppofed  to  be  the  fource 
6f  that  river,  and  that  kingdom 
the  moft  fouthern  in  the  whole 
empire.  How  the  ancients  came 


to  be  fo  far  out  in  their  judg- 
ment about  the  one  and  the 
other,  as  to  lead  fo  niany  mo- 
derns into  the  fame'  error,  we 
have  formerly  endeavoured  to 
account  for  (5);  neither  could 
thofe  moderns  above-mentioned 
be   poffibly    made    fenfibJe    of 

'  their  miftake,  bat  by  a  dif- 
cpvery  that  the  true  fituation  of 
that  fource,  as  well  as  the  di- 
(lance  of  the  fouthern  bounda- 
ries of  the  empire  from  it,  were 

.  fixed  by  more  certa'n  obferva- 
tions ;  and  for  thefe  we  are 
chiefly  beholden  to  Co/mas  the 
hermit,  who  was  the  firft  that 
traced  out  the  way  to  that  fo 
longfought  for  fpring;  and  next 
to  him,  to  father  P«/j,and  other 
Portuguefe  miffionaries,  who  by 
his  help  arrived  at  the  very 
ipot,  where,  by  proper  and  re- 
peated obfervations,  they  at, 
tained  to  the  certainty  of  its 
fituation  ^6). 


fc)  S*«  Ancient  Hft.  vol  \.  p.  407,  &  f(a»  xvir,  /-,  265,  fej*  Cep    (S\  See  Pai^ 
f^h«,  lellex,  LMtiiifb,  Le  Grand ReJat.  d  Abifjin.  Dijltt,  3,  />,  209,  ^  fe^.         * 
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into  a  ftrift  friendOiip  and  alliance  ^th  him  ^.    -She  made  nia  iy  /Ar 
choice  of  one   Mathrto^  an  Armenian  merchant,  who  fafeiy  emfrefi  > 
arrived  at  Lijhon  in  that  quality ;  and  having  performed  the  Helca, 
purport  of  his  commiffion,  returned  to  Abtff,hiiv  by  the  ivay 
dGoay  in  the  Portuguefe  fleet,  aecompanicd  by  a  frefh  am* 
ballador  from  the  Portuguefe  court.    ThlJ  was  a  man  of 
quality,  named  G^iham^  w!>o  in  his  return  to  Ahifftnia  died* 
at  Camarariy  an  ifland  in  the  Red  Sea ;  fo  that  the  Portuguefe 
velTds,  which  had  brought  him  thither,  were  obliged  to  (ail 
back  to  Goa,     However,  the  matter  was  thougt^t  ^  fuch  im-  AmbaJJki 
portance,  that  a  new  amballador  M^as  fent  diithei'  fonw?  years  hftyaen    * 
after,  viz.  RoderigQ  de  Lima ;  who  after  t  tedious  voyage,  i'»?E™a» 
landed  at  length  at  Majowa,  near  Arkikd;  which  ^hcea,  ^^^^  ^"^ 
as  well  as  the  ifland  of  S^yiuahem,  did  then  belong  to  the  f'-^^-f^ 
AbiJjinianSy  tho'  finoe  then,  taken  from  them  by  tlie  Turks^'^^'^^  * 
who  have  kept  pofleflSon  of  them  ever  fince.     Roderigo  had 
with  him  one  of  the  king's  domeftic  chaptyns,  named  Fran^ 
dfco  Alvarez y  a  perfon  of  no  extraordinary  fearning,  but  yet 
a  man  of  found  jtidgmcnt  and  great  integrity,  and  who  wa^ 
appointed  almoner  of  this  ambafTy ;  and  it  is  K)  him-  that  wf  Alv^jt*'^ 
are  beholden  for  that  plain  and  honcft  defcriptloi^  of  tjiis  em-  "^^^^^^ 
pire,  the  firft  of  the  kind  that  ever  was  publiftied,  which-^^^>^, 
he  printed,  together  with  a  relation  of  his  voyage,  at  Ltfhn^  ^  Aoiflif 
An.  1 540  ;  and,  tbo*  fliort,  hath  been  juftly  admired  for  its  "^**^  .q^ 
plainnefs  and  fmcerity.     It  hath  been  iince  that  often  re- 
printed,  and  tranflated  ixuo  other  languages,  particularly  in 
Englijb ;  tho'  this  lail  is  rather  an  abridgment  of  Alvarez^ 
aud  is  only  to  be  met  with  in  Purchas"%  eoUeftlon.     The  next 
that  wrote  of  the  Ahiffmian  ^airs,    was  father  Bermudes^  father 
who  went  iikcwife  into  AbiJJjnia  with  Don  Roderigo  de  Lima,  Bermude^ 
aad  with  the  chara<5lcr  of  patriarch, » but  openly  onlyias  gu^.'^^i^"  '^ 
attendant  on  him,  aad  under  the  tiaipe  of  maifter  John^  for  *'*^' 
fearof  awakening  the  jealoufy  of  the  y^^j^wf^Tw  clefgy.  What 
he  hath  written  concerning  this  country,  is  chiefly  what  hap- 
pened to  the  Portuguefe  general,  Chrifiopher  de  Camay  his  vic- 
tories, defeat,  and  death.     His  account,  which  is  dedicated     ' 
to  Don  Sebafiian,  king  of  Portugal^  and  appeared  in  print 
An,  1 565,  is  fo  iUled  with  fabulous  fluff,  that  father  TeileTi 
tells  us,  in  his  general  hiflory  of  Ahi£inia\  ,that  he  is  only 
to  be  credited  in  thofe  things  which  he  aflirms  to  have  feei^ 
but  not  in  that  which  he  had  only  by  common  report. 

The  next  to  him  is  the  celebrated  father  Peter  Pats,  the  Father 
firfl  European  who  went  to  view  the  head  of  the  Nik]  and  Peter  Pai% 

<  ALVAREfli,  Bbrmudes,  Telles^,  Ludolph>    et  al.  Hift. 
Abiflin,  *  Chap.  XX.  p.  198. 
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minm      ^lAo-refi^fd  i?  JUfinU  »  xx)Qfiderable  time  ia  ijK^iy  of  a 

iiv;r^        foUTioQitryj  ud  died  tboe  ah.  )62^.  HU  nvwufcript  was 

jipat  ttieqce  ta  Aom^,. where  it  is  OiH  urekrvsd,  md  s^che$ 

from  the  year  1 55(&  to  that  of  bis  deaths.    He  wa$  fucceeded 

PatbfT      by^notbiV'  of  hU  feckty,  viz.  father  Smanuel  D'Jbfiej^da, 

Emanud  itrtiQW4Sfve^pr>9rfQperk>r,ofthecoavofitQf/T0m(»itf,  which 

Almeyda  ^  jtfvitft  had  h^^  permitted  to  build  th^e  ;  a  maa  who 

/riM;#/i      ]|^  001  Qj|iy  refided  there  a  confiderablie  time,  but  who  had 

•  r'i^'    ttttea  ind^fetig^bj^  paiaa  to  travd  throi:  moft  part  of  the  em* 

^^  f    ^^^>  ^^  ^^*W  whw>  we  have  the  moft  con^lete  aiscouut  of 

tkicr^ir    ^  i*^<l  proviw:€S  and  kingdoms  that  are  iiil^ea  to  it, 

^^^^^'  ^lod  cf  all  the  monftroos  high  ridges  of  mountains  that  rua 

thro*  the  far  greatar-  part  of  them  ^  aod  la  comparifon  of 

which,  the  Alps^  ^pennirus^  and  PyrenseSy  are  but  pigmies 

f^rh^ht }  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  we^h^I 

^v«e  occafiQQ  to  miction  in  the  lequeL    The  aext  to  him  in 

raalc  aud  time  was  iatber  Mphonfo  Mendsz^  who  was  coafti? 

|iile4  patriarch  of  JSthiopia  by  the  pope,  and  wrote  the  hi* 

Aory  of  it  ia  Latifif  after  having  refided  there  ten  years  (D).  . 

fiiriim  The  l^ft  wf  ihaQsQisiition  i^  iatber  Loho,  wholikewife  xc* 

Loboi^  fkkd  th^e  oine  years,  and  the  greateft  ,part  of  that  time  ia 

jbkt  ihre  quali^  of  reftor  of  the<x}iUege  of  Fromou^  above-jseQtioned« 

mmymr^  whtrfe  dcfcription  of  that  emjare*  and  hiftory  of  his  travelsi 

'  Tti^^^y  Ls  Gran|>  preface  to  Lp35). 

(b)  We  omh  tli<p  relation  of  /irchis^  Joanne  Nonio  Barrcto 

father  Domingo  de  Urreta,  a  Do-  &f    Andrea  Oviedo,  Mri  tres^ 

jninican  XifVnkntU,  which  is  ^1-  P.  NyColao  -Godigno,  ficietatis 

lewcdhy  all^  be  a  mere  heap  ^tfn,JuiSi>re,Lugifum,  m.dc.xv, 
of  tves  iind  ^rgertes  (7),  as  the        We  likewiib  omit  &imiea.di 

mader  may  fee,  by  1^  extrafi  <fi9ri»jt/^0r/4^«{^geQtlcaQa8n,  thp 

given  t»f  it  flt  the  end  of  ^kn  recolle6UJ<?jfm,  J«ffyiV,s»d  fome 

cba|i|er.    |t  is  mofUy  levcMed  ^dnars,  who  .eii^  h^  only 

jigainft    the    jefuits,    betwec;^  Cranferibed  what  ±hey  jneotioji 

-wiiOJA  find  his  oider,  there  hnth  occafxenally    concemjog    thi^ 

paflcd  little  elf^  belides  bitter  Empire,  from  flie  chief  authors 

Jarrs  and  invectives.    And  this  above-mentioned,  or   confined 

it  waithat  engaged  die  icf«it  their  lucubrations  to  the  chief 

CffdhrgJbf,  then  st  ^omf,  to  an-  difference   between    the  jii/^ 

tWer  Ins    book^  ih^*   withooc  /man  and  R^man  church,  witk 

naminji  him,  %  qaonpiluig  «  'nefpei^both  to  li^eir  tdo^im 

Jiiftory  pf  Mijimu  ;pomt  ^blank  and  chuich  difcij^re^  of whicd 

4contrn-y  to  .that,  under  the  4ol.  we  Ihall  hav^  oocafion  \0  fpeajq: 

lowing  title ;  £)t/  Aba^orum  in  .a  more  proper  pla(;e  (^}, 
ftehusy  tUque  ^thiopiab  Patri'- 
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tho'  fimple  and  Xuccipft,  gi^^cs  vs  ^  mqre  lively  i4ca  of  all  the  mJwritM 
places  he  hath  been  at,  ihan  any  other  brfore  hind  j  and  cC-  ^ftccmmt 
pecially  as,  if  we  may  hdievc  father  Salthazar  Tellez,  he  t^*'* 
travelled  above  36,000  miles  in  this  empire;  infoiQuch  tfaa( 
>e  fcroples  not  to  apply  tp  him  that  verfe  of  Vtrpl*  ;  - 
Nee  vero  AJcides  tantum  Ultyris  jsbivit. 
His  hiftory  hath  been  fmce  traofl^ted  into  French^  and  en- 
tkhed  with  fyodry  curious  diflgrtations^  ^nd  other  aqepdotes, 
by  Mr.  Le  Crandf  and  printed  at  ^a/iSf  an,   1738.     From 
the  above-racntioned  relations,  and  the  annud  letters  which 
were  fent  by  the  Ahiffmion  qiimonaiies  to  the  college  of  jefuit^ 
at  Ujhon^  it  was,  that  father  Baithazar  Tetiez  wrote  his  more  From  thtft 
coxpprehenfive  hiftory  of  AhiJJinia  ;  In  fh^  cprnpiling  of  whirfi/Jr/)^ 
work,  he  had  the  advantage  of  cp^ifujting  ajl  thath^d  bqen  IcUcz 
printed  and  written  by  the  aforefaid  ajathors,  as  he  engaged  <9mfiks 
in  It  at  the  dcfire  of  the  whole  fociety  ;  and  it  Is  perhaps  this  ^f^^»^^ 
very  motive  that  hath  inclined  him  to  fcime  partiaHty  for  tbs^t  *i^*9'' 
order,  thro*  which,  however,  every  jwdiciops  reader  will  fee 
dejiriy  eriongb,  (as  it  extends  little  farther  than  the  ppdea- 
Toaring  to  juftify.that  fociety  from  th^  diuarjge,  }n  all  lijcclj- 
hoodbut  too  juftly)  laid  to  thcip,  of  having  been  jhc  caufe,  Wbyfi 
thro* their  haity  and  indifcrete  zeal,  of  the  reduftion  of  the/«^/iW/* 
j^ijlnian  church  to  the  obcdieoee  of  that  of  Rome,  of  the  hh  fQcieijm 
crnd  perfecution  and  irreconcileable  h.atrejj,  tjbrc  ^efts  of 
•whidi  fdl  foon  after  fo  heavily,  not  only  upon  t^eir  own  fp^ 
clety,  but  npoa  aU  mifllonaries  and  European  Chriftians  wjth- 
Dntdiffinftipri.     This  is  but  the  fame  complaint  whlcb  th^y 
have  givea  jjift  caufe  fpr  in  pthgr  cpuntries,  piJ\rticularly  in 
(Mnay  Japan^   ifc.  as  we  h^ve  ftiejvp  in  fome  pf  the  ifercr 
gping  vplunjes  ^.     In  other  cafes,  where  the  credit  of  his  for 
dety,  and  the  intercflof  the Romyb chprch  and  court,  is  po^t 
concerned,  he  hath  judiqioufly  and  candidly  followed  his  au- 
thors, and  frotti  them  compiled  hy  far  the  heft  and  fulleft  hi- 
ftory of  0i^t  empire  we  have  ex;tant ;  and  it  is  from  Jiim  that 
even  Mr.  Ludolpi  hath  been  heholden  for  tbegreateft  ps^rtc^ 
his  hiftory  ;   tbo'  he  takes  all  opportunities  to  coixtra4ift  hiPV 
and  thofe  of  his  fraternity.     Father  Telle%  publUh«d  the  wprfc 
above-mentioned  in  the  P.ortuguefi  language,  an*  i6j5p;  i^ 
was  printed  at  the  univerfity  of  Conimbra  in  Portugal  POd^T 
the  foHowtiag  title :  Hift^ria  General  deJS,thloflA  ^Ita  0  Pxeftc 
Joan,  .e  do  que  nella  Ohrarum  os  Pudr'es  4a  Compania  de  Jefiis, 
'Compofta^a  Mifina  Ethiopia  per  to  Padre  Manoel  D'Almeyda, 
hatyral  Vileu  ^ravincial  e  Vifitador  jpie  /si  no,  India .     Akre* 
Sfiada  ji:om  nov^  rekycam  je  M^ihodope  Jo  padre  Bal  t;hewr  Td^ 

9^n^.  ^$€p  before, vol.  viii.p.  JQ^A  f^Ax.nt.ZflfJSetf^. 
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.    Itz  Natural  J^  Lilho^  provincial  da  provincia  LufiUnd^  ambos 
da  Mifnia  Companhia. 
Poncct,  a       Among   Ait  French ^  we  have  Poncety  a  phyfician,  who 
French      w^i  eat  by  the  French  conful  at  Kayro  into  Abijfmia   to  cure 
fhyfician^    the  emperor  of  fome  Itubborn  difeafe,  in  the  year  1698  ^  and 
nurites  «»  ^ath  wrote  a  pretty  fucdaft  account  of  what  he  faw  in  thofe 
account  of  ^^^,^^  of  thecounu-y  thro'  which  he  travelled,  and  of  what  he 
learned  from  the  inhabitj^nts  he  converfed  with,  concerning 
the  religion,  laws,  cuftoms,  itc.  of  the  Abijfinians ;  but  as 
he  went  thro'  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  country,  aad  was  obliged 
to  keep  himfelf  incog,  during  his  fhor  t  ftay  there,  of  fcarce  one 
year ;   it  was  not  poffible  for  him  to  give  us  more  than  a  coa- 
cife  and  imperfeft  defcription  of  fo  vaft  an  empire  ™.     Be-; 
Why     .  ,  fides,  this  gentleman  had  fince  the  misfortune,  whether  thro* 
iflackeved  any  thing  that  dropped  from  his  pen  in  his  aforefaid  relatioa, 
lyfheje/uu  Qj.  (q^q  imprudent  fteps  he  took  after  his  return,  to  Kayro,  to 
enters,    difoblige  the  whole  fociety  of  mlflionaries  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  have  left  no  flone  unturned  to  blacken  his  charadler, 
and  that  of  his  book.     They  have  decried  him  as  a  vile 
cheat,  quack,  mountebank,  impoftor,  and  a  m^n  capable  of 
every  kind  of  bafenefs ",  and  have  even  ventured  to  affirm 
that  he  never  was  at  the  Abijfinian  cflwrr,  and  that  what  he 
fays  of  it,  and  of  his  reception  and  fuccefs  there,  is  mere 
forgery  ^.     Laftly,  to  complete  his  gharafter,  they  make  hira 
forfake  his  lawful  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in  Ethiopia^ 
to  go  and  feek  his  fortune  in  the  kingdom  of  Yemen,  in  fpite 
X)fall  his  oaths  and  imprecations  to  return  toPreJler  John,  to 
rob  him  of  the  phyfical  cheft,  which  that  prince  had  caufed  to 
be  made  at  his  own  and  the  public  charges,  and  to  pafs  from 
Temen  to  Surat,  and  thence  to  Hijpahan^  where  he  died  like 
a  rogue  and  vagabond,  as  he  had  lived  p.     Thefe  are  the  in- 
vidious colours  in  which  they  have  had  the  boldnefs  to  draw 
a  Oian,  who,  by  his  long  refidence  and  fuccefs  at  Kayro^  ha4 
His  cha'    gained  the  character  of  a  fkilful  phyfician,  and  had  beea 
ra^er        pitched  upon  by  thejudicbus  Mr.  Mailiet,  then  conful  in  the 
^indicat'  fame  city,  to  be  fent  into  Ahijfmia,  not  merely  to  cure  the 
•    .  emperor  of  his  difeafe  ;  tho'  even  in  this  cafe  a  gentleman  of 

his  great  difcernment  would  hardly  have  fcnt  thither  fuch  a 
pitiful  quack  as  he  is  there  reprefented  ;  but  he  Was,  under 
the  charafter  of  a  phyfician,  to  difcharge  a  commiffion  which 
was  thought  of  much  greater  moment,  viz,  to  negotiate  aa 

IT 

'  Poncet's  voyage  into  A biffinia,  an.  1698,  &  feq.  «  Lb 
Gr  nd's  fuppicment  to  Lobo,  p.  157,  161,  328,  362,  372,  & 
alib  .  V      '  Id.  ibid.  p.  ij.01.  ^  Ibid.  p.  168. 

?  Ifeid.  p,  328,  ajib.  plur.  ^ 

ftUiang^. 
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alliance  and  good  correfpondence  between  the  French  and 
Aiuffmian  court,  in  order  to  facilitate  a  frelh  attempt  of  re- 
uniting the  Ahijfinian  church  to  that  of  Rome ;  and,  ftnce  the 
very  name  of  Portiiguefe  was  become  fo  odious  thro*  that 
whole  empire,  to  try  what  French  policy  and  munificence 
would  do  to  reconcile  the  emperor  and  his  court,  and  by 
that  means  the  clergy  and  people,  to  x\it  French  nation,  io  His  C9m'^ 
the  Gallican  church,  and  the  Pope's  fuprcmacy.  And  can  it  miffion  t9 
be  fuppofed,  that  a  perfon  of  the  French  conful's  character  tbeemperor 
would  have  entrufted  an  afFair  of  fuch  importance,  which  ^Abiffi. 
required  the  higheft  degree  of  fagacity,  caution,  zeal,  and  ****• 
fecrefy,  to  fuch  an  abandoned  vagabond  ?  However,  we 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  that  any  of  this  load  of  in- 
vcftive  and  calumny  hath  been  able  to  leflen  the  credit  of  his 
relation  ;  he  is  ftill  quoted  as  a  perfon  of  difcernment  and  Recfptioiu 
fmcerity  ;  and  where  can  be  the  doubt,  that  a  perfon  who 
was  eameftiy.preflfed  by  that  emperor  to  come  on  fuch  an  er- 
rand to  his  court,  and  was  by  his  exprcfs  order  to  be  recdved 
in  every  place  of  his  dominion  thro*  which  he  paiTed,  to  be 
treated  with  all  poffible  refpeft  and  deference,  fhould  have 
all  the  opportunities  that  cduld  be  wifhed^to  fee  or  be  in- 
formed of  every  thing  he  hath  given  us  an  account  of,  either 
with  refpeft  to  the  religion,  government,  cuftoms,  climate, 
and  natural  hiftory  of  that  country,  as  well  as  of  the  many 
other  curiofities  that  fell  under  his  own  obfervation  during 
his  three  years  travel'  thro'  thofe  parts.  It  is  plain,  how- 
ever, that  he  hath  advanced  nothing  in  his  book  that  either 
contradifts  the  accounts  of  thofe  fathers  who  wrote  before 
him,  or  appears  fabulous  or  abfurd  ;  and  if  there  had,  our 
readers  may  be  well  aflured  we  would  not  give  it  a  place  in  a 
work  of  this  kind :  and  as  to  matters  of  v/eight  and  moment, 
he  will  hardly  find  any  thing  quoted  out  of  him,  but  what 
is  well  backed  by  the  teftimony  of  fome  one  or  more  of  the 
authors  above  fpoken  ofc 

The  laft,  and  indeed  the  moft  voluminous  writer  on  theLudo]ph*j 
Abiffintan  affairs,  is  the  often  mentioned  Mr.  Liidolph ;  a  gen-  bijhry  of 
tleman  who  hath   taken  indefatigable  pains,  and  fpent  the  Ethiopia: 
grcateft  part  of  his  life,  to  make  himfelf  a  complete  maft^r  gf 
the  Ahijfinian  tongue,  in  order  to  get  the  beft  intelligc^nce  li[e 
could  of  their  religion,  politics,  government,  be.  from  their  Great  Jkill 
own  writings,  and  to  enable  others  to  do  th^  fame,  by  thcw  that 
help  of  the  grammar  and  lexicon  he  bath  ^ven  us  of  it ;  and  tongue^ 
yet  the  fmall  benefit  which  he  or  his  curious  readers  haVe 
reaped  from  his  labours,  would  rather  deter  any  one  from 
following  his  ileps.     We  have  already  taken  notice,  that 
j}|oft  of  \as  hiftory  is  taken  from  the  Portiiguefe  authors  aibove 


fpQikfin  .of$,  the*  )^  ^mits  no  opportaai<7  to  conir|i4iQ  tbcn^, 
Vhcre-jCYcr  they  feeip  toclafli  wifh  hU  AM)ot6>/^ory  ;a  pe,r- 
foA,  U)  fay  the  heft  of  i^im  wc  can,  but  little  qiuiliged  for  tJjc 
toik  ^  tia^  juadertt^kcn^  and  nmch  more  unfit  to  be  (6  clojfejy 
j«*^       fgjWal  pr  relied  on,  cither  in  polfit  of  karn^  cracky, 
Gregory 'i.pr  integrity,   ab^vc  all  other  incn.    ^Jr.  Ludofpb  hisnC^fy 
^hwraSlfr*  ^h^(6ver  high  .qualiiigitions  he  might  find  in  him  in  oth^r 
refpe&s,  doth  yet  co^iplain,  in  the  preface  <)f  ^he  iaft  edkicm 
,of  his  diftipnary^  ih^t  heft^nd  himfo  ignorant  with  r^J^dl  fa 
the  l/^nptage  ^JE^Iopia,    that  he  was  often  at  a  kfs  for  the 
-m^fimin^  dffundry  tuards  and  idioms  ;  that  many  others  ujcre 
lifholly  unknown  to  him :  that  he  very  often  gave  them  aqidte 
contrary  me^umg  ;  and  that  he  fcruple4  not  to  o^n  Ms  igno^ 
r^nce  to  bitn^  botfj  by  words  and  in  writing. 
LttdtoIphV     Jf  thi$  was  the  cafe  of  the  Abiffmian  abbot,  we  ihall  have 
iiftory       JitUe  .encouragement  to  rely  on  his  teftimony;  tho'  we  ftioijid 
4kcried      \^  Jloth  to  carry  ouf  .fufpicion  fo  far  as  fome  rf  the  Romi/b 
Syshe       yrrUers  haye  done,  that  Mr.  Uidfilph  had  fuch  jin  artful  way 
Jijuiu.     ^  proposing  his  queftions  to  him,  as   natur4ly  led  him  to 
make  him  anfwer  them  as  he  wifhed,  in  ord^  to  confirtn 
yfhat  he  had  .moft  in  view  in  the  writing  of  bis  hiftory,  in 
.contradiction  to  all  the  other  accounts  that  have  been  given 
.ps  of  the  Jbijfinian  religion  "i  ;  viz.    that  it  comes  :inuch 
nearer,  both  in  faith  and  church  difcipliae,  rites,  <^r.  to  the 
Xuth^r^n  than  to  the  Xoma^  church ;  for  this  is  what  they 
i^  witli  one.  cpnfent  charge  him  with,  tho'  we  (hall  have 
pec^on,  in  the  fequd  of  this  chapter,  to  explode  g  good  fltuft-p 
Jb^  of  inft^gss  they  give  us  of  this  partiality,  both  wfeh  re- 
ia^iop  to  the  4biJJinian  religion,  ^ud  to  other  hiftorical  fads 
they  pretend  to  h^ve  beep  mtfreprefentcd  by  him.    It  were 
to  jbe  wiflied  indeed  that  Mi*.  Ludo^h,  inftea^d  of  dr^^wing 
jnoil  of  his  int^ligence  from  la  pcrfon  of  his  abbolt's  cha^* 
raS^r,  ^nd,  where  this  failed  him,  that,ir>ftead  of  conjfultingf 
znj^rmenia^  merchant   (£)    about   fpch  |>Qints  as  thefe, 

which 
«  Sop  I^p  (J.R^p  Diff^rtat.  p.  177,  ^  foq, 

(E)    This  was  Qnp  Mor^it,  he  had  heeft  informed  of  by  the 

who'had  heen  oftep  in  ^i^/^irxVz,  other.     But    befides  that  per- 

'     and    other   parts  of  JJia  and  Tons  of  his   character   feldoni 

Africa;  and  being ^en  atj^^-  trouble  thomfelves  about  any 

44in;i0,  .was,   ftt  Mr.   LudoIfFs  thing  but  their  own  commerce, 

jnqvisAf  qufiftioned  about  the  much  lefs  about  rdigion ;  the 

ipf^ept  ft^9  ^^ffiiiia^  parti-  Armenians  bein^  commooly  the 

,G,^di^^y  that  of  ^^  ;i:4igion ;  moft  ignorant  of  their  own ; 

^pd  in  Xeveral  inilances  ^quoted  Morat  was  moreover  an  armnt 

the  opp  in  cpofirmation  of  what  iro^ue,  who,  under  ^pretence  of 

having 


[ 


v^Uck  yf€tt  intirely  out  of  ln$  protiBGey  and  wfamr  his  <M9W 
tor  baft  been  fo  igooraQti.  thct  he  couU  odtlMr  retari  tiCKt 
\mte ;  ke  had  eBdearouM  tQ  draw  his  inteUlg«nct  frdtn 
tmt  aothentic  Witnefles,  fuch  as  the  AbiJJinio^  llttirgiM^ 
fbrmiil»ies,rcalecktriii8,  and  other  fochiir/jft/o/^  " 

he  teUsiUS)  he  had  ia his  jpoSeffioa ;  aodif  he  had  goncfo  fay 
as  togiTe  the  public  a  fiuthful  verikn  of  them,  ev^ry  one 
would  then  have  iteen  madv  heCter  able  lo  jadge  df  the  merit 
of  the  coatroieeHy^  than  it  is  poffible  to  do  fronr  the  pMeaiioa^ 
teffimcifif  of  two  fuch  witnefies  ^  Mr.  LiM^  donbtids' 
vsBted  neitfaer  materials  nor  capacity,  much  lefs  zealy  for  i«ch 
ad  eipi^nre  and  laborious  talk*  Nor  was  he  iafeiifible  Yssm  His  i^ 
nmdi  ^or^  eonvtncii^  any  proof  driwn  from  fvch  books  i^as,  /^i/* 
thaa  tke  dvideacd  of  tvireiuy  fuch  witnefles }  whom  there- 
fore^.  iJF  we  may  believe  hisown  words  %  he  no  farther  re&ed 
od^  Aan  as  their  confirAed  or  agrded  With  thofe  feooks^ 
fiottUbqiae^oiiisi  what  enccwragemrat  he  thai  had)  either 
fi(DiDthe  public  or  from  the  booiusllers,  to  bellow  fo  ttoclt 
tik&saadcoft  upon  it^  aSftet  he  hadJeen  oHigid^  aft  he  hiiah 
fdf  tells  his  cdrrefpoadenty  tofiAnttt  U  the  graying  the  nea^ 
imprejjion  tf  his  Ethiopic  dictionary ^  unUft  he  had  tefilnt^f^ 
H^m.  the  vm-U  of  his  hkmt  and  fakhts  S  Whfch  hi&  bbok- 
fdiers  trid  hflU}  they  did  not  think  of  coofequeftce  em^Ugll  t^^ 
neet  with  a  qoick.  f^.  But,  after  all,  had  he- thought  it 
tor  rmr  the  hai:ard  of  fuch  a  copiow^  W9rk^  and  ^en  the 
woridmi  editronof  all  their  liturgies;  catheci»&aSy  and  other 
filch  thtolo^csal  books,  from  the  beft  copies,.  \s)Sieshei!  prlntedf. 
or  in  manufcript,  with  the  moft  faithful  verfion  of,  and  moft 
impartial  and  jMicious  notes  tipon  them,  would  'it  tiot  have 
beea  liable  to  frequent  criticirms  and  endiVs  diiputes  f  wottld 
it  not  have  given  birth  to  new  depoHtions  atld  confeiffioiis^ 
obtained^  to  ule  his  own  words^  prece  vtl  j^retiOf  by  favour 
orbnbery^  to  fuppprt  a  contrary  reading  or  iftterpretattoa? 

'  La^GaAVD,  ub.  fnp.  179,  &  feq.  •  See  his  leeiarttv 

Mi. Pi^n^tD  hik  G^hnty"^  relatleii  de  rAbifiik  p.  tSi^  Ac 
k\^  <  See  Piqtfts's  anfwer  to  hlm^  ibid,  p^  «SS. 

kaviog  a  more  than  tikAirasrf  for  widch  thev  |>aid  him  d  ginod 
ioflutoca^on'  ^e  Ahijffman  cmv  vontid  fum  before^hand :  bift 
peror»  inui  engage  by  his  ro'-  wbeh  thek  fiiipfr  came  dddur^ 
n^ft  with  hi«n  to  eftabli^  a  they  found  tietntblv^e  eheatUdy 
moft  benefi'^Hd  tammtree  eft'  and  wereibeeedtoracu;alwitll•- 
the  RedSia,  and  cooib  adja-  out  fticcefs  (9), 
cfat,  hi  fevoflt  6f  the  Duuhi 

But 
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7he  main  But  whatever  merit  the  zeal  of  either  of  the  contending  par- 
conJrO'       tks  may  make  them  imagine  worth  all  that  artifice^  indecent 
n/.-rfi  he-    l^guage,  and  bitter  iuveftives,  which  have  been  ufed    to 
Pween  bim  g^^  jjj^  jpomx. ;  to  US,  and  we  hope  it  will  do  fo  to  every 
nndthem    j^riQug  ^nd  unbiafTcd  Chriftian,  it  appears  of  little  moment^ 
^-fJ^T      whether  xhtAbiJJinian  church,  eonfededly  allowed  on  all  hands 
^^^  "      to  confift  of  a  very  ignorant  and  pofitive  clergy,  and  a  blind 
bigotted  laity,  which  received  the  firft  fundamentals  of  their 
Chriftianity  from  an  avowed  heretical  feft  of  Ghriftians,  to 
whom  they  have  paid  ever  fince  a  mod  implicit  obedience, 
comes  nearer,  in  its  faith  and   difcipline,    to  the  Romt/by 
txc^t       Lutheran^  Greeks  or  any  other  church.     If  Mr.  Ludolph  had. 
that  it       any  fuch  view  in  writing  his  Abiffinian  hiftory,  as  the  jefnits  • 
makes        fo  boldly,  tho*  we  think,  unjuftly,  charge  him  with  (F),  wc 
themdifco'  ^^^  xssxxt^  ready  to  pity  than  imitate  his  zeal.     But  one  fpe- 
n>tr  each    ^j^q  advantage  we  (haU  be  enabled  to  make  in  the  courfe  of 
'  Jf  ^V       this  hiftory,  from  the  frequent  altercations  we  m^t  with  be- 
^       *      '  tween  him  and  thofe  miffionaries,  and  the  pains  they  have 
fo  warmly  taken  to  difcover  each  other's  faults,  that  we  (hall 
thereby  more  eafily  come  at  the  truth,  and  be  lefs  apt  to  be 
biafled  to  either  fide. 
MailletV       Mons.  Maillet,  in  his  defcription  oi  Egypt ^  where  he  had 
4Kcount  ^rcfided  a  good  number  \of  years  as  confuT  of  theFr^nf^na- 
Abiifinia.  tion,  hath  written  fomething  concerning  this  country,^  particti-  . 
larly  about  the  great  danger  and  difficulty  there  hath  been^ 
ever  fmce  the  expulfion  of  the  Portugiuffe,  of  penetrating  into 
any  part,   and  efpecially  into  the  Abiffinian  court  *,    and  . 

«  Vol.  ii.  p.  80,  &  feq.  Hague  edit.  I2»^ 

'  (F)  This  charge,  after  having  AhiJJtnian    hierarchy  in    thefe 

been  laid  home  to  that  gentle-  words :  "  It  is  not  difficult,  fof 

man  by  feveral  of  the  jefuitical  *•  any  one  that  reads  Mr.  Lk- 

fratemtty  (.10),  notwithftanding  **  dolph\  Etbiopichi^oryj  to  fee^ 

his  moil  exprefs  andfolemn  de-  ''  that  he  did  not  undertake  it 

olaralion  againd  *  it,  was  very  *<  with  any  other  view,  -than  ta 

learnedly  and  ftron^y  confuted  '*  Ihew  the  difference  which  he 

by  the  leairned  Veyfiere  De  la'  •♦  pretends  to  be  between  the 

Crofe   (ix)  ;  neverchelefs,    the  **  church  of  ^*«r^  and  that  of 

next  that    took  the    caufe  in  ''  Alexandria,  on  the  one  band, 

hand    againil    him,    hath  not  '^  and  the  conformity  which  ker 

fcruple4  to  revive  all  the  for-  *•' thinks  to  have  difcovered' be- 

mer  calumnies,  as  if  nothing  •'tween  that  very   church   of 

had  been  faid  to  confute  them,  '>  Alexandria  and  that  of.  the? 

but  begins  hisLdifTertation on  the  '^  Proteftants  (i  a).'* 

(10)  Renaudot.  (11)  Eurcf>*  S^ava^tt,  fom.x.  part  n,p,  2^1,   ^ 

torn.  ii.  part  i.  p.  29.    Set  alfj  bit  liifiotre  iu  Chriflianifme  d*Etbfaptf\  /►.  Ji^f,  & 
/vf .  ( I %)  he  Grand  Rglttt,  de  VAh^t,  .J^jffrt,  xv .  />.  $52. 

.  hath 
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bath  propofed  fome  new  expedients  for  removing  it,  and 
eluding    the    care  and  jealoufy  of  the  Ethiopians^      But 
we  do  not  find  that  any  thing  like  it  hath  been  tried  fmce,  at 
leaft  with  any  fuccefs.  He  there  fpeaks  likewife  of  fome  other 
confiderablemcmoirs,  written  by  him  fome  time  before  on  the 
fame  fubjeA,  and  afterwards  publifhed  at  the  end  of  father 
Lobos  relation  6i  AbiJJima,  by  his  French  tranflator  Le  Grand;  Strives  in 
but  they  conuin  little  concerning  that  country,  except  an  ac-  vain  to  get 
connt  of  his  ill  fuccefs  in  endeavouring  to  promote  an  am-  a  mijjion 
bafly  between  the  tlien  emperor  of  it  and  the  king  his  mailer, ''«'»'^^«^'^ 
by  the  af&flance  of  the  phyfician  Pontet  above-^mentioned  ^ ;  ^^^  ^'f' 
in  the  purfuit  of  which  projeft  they  todc  fome  fteps,  which  r!f^' 
proved  fo  difpleafing  to  fome  of  the  jefuits  concerned  ia  ft/^''^' 
that  they  have  fince  declared  themfelves  againft  it,  expofed 
the  Ahiffinian  envoy  as  a  cheat,  a  perfon  of  mean  birth,  and 
worfe  charadler,  and  who  only  took  upon  him   that  public 
employ  to  impofe  on  the  French  king,  and  obtain  fome  con- 
fiderable  prefents  from  him.    His  name  was  Murat^  or  Mo-  The  am" 
rat^  a  Syrian  by  birth,  and  a  near  relation  of  that  Murat  haffadbr 
^\o  had  cheated  the  Dutch^  as  we  mentioned  in  a  late  note,  ^^^rat 
He  had  been  in  JbiJ/inia,  and  was  known  to,  and  employed  ^rieddown- 
by,  the  emperor  in  fome  commercial  affairs,  but  pretended  -^  ^     ' 
moreover  to  have  credendal  letters  as  his  ambaflador  to  the 
trench  king,  together  with  fome  prefents,  and  a  commiffioa 
to  negotiate  an  alliance  of  commerce  with  that  court ;  but 
the  greatefl  part  of  thofe  prefents  he  pretended  were  either 
lofl  at  fea,  or  taken  from  him  by  the  Turkifb  baftiaw  of  ^iaf" 
foufa ;  and  as  for  the  emperor's  letter,  which  he  carried  in  a 
fich  brocaded  filk  bag,  he  refufed  to  deliver  it  up  to  any  but 
to  the  king  of  Frawrf 'sown  hands;  fo  that  the  conful,  who 
was  eager,  notwithflanding  all  thefe  obftacles,  to  prove  the 
ambaffy,  was  forced  to  make  ufe  under-hand  of  the  bafliaw  q'^^  con-  • 
oiKayro's  authority  to  wrefl  the  letter  from  him  by  force,  m/urstreat'* 
order  to  examine  the  contents  of  it.  But  whilft  the  conful  and  ment  of 
the  fathers  of  the  Holy  Land,  who  were  his  creatures,  en-  him. 
deavoured  to  fupport  his  chanifter  of  ambaflador,  the  jefuits 
Were  as  zealous  in  deftroying  it ;  and  affirmed  the  king's  fig- 
net,  which  was  a  kind  of  cypher,  or  hieroglyphic,  of  the 
breadth  of  a  crown-piece,  to  be  counterfeited,  which  they 
had  difcovered  by  comparing  it  with  that  of  another  letter, 
fent  by  that  monarch  to  the  patriarch  of  Alexandria  :  they 
Ckewjfe  reprefented  Morai  as  a  vile  fellow,  a  great  bragger, 
iiar,  and  drinker,  who  had  ferved  as  cook  in  feveral  m^r- 

y  See  his  apology  addrefted  to  fhe  French  ambafTador  at  the 
fort,  ap.  L£  Grand,  p.  3^9,  &  fcq. 

chants 
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dutets'  hdufis,  and'  hadf  at  fength  alflim jd  the  ckntfter  (A 
«ibaflkd6r,  to  i^ife  hfe  fbf tiliie  *. 
Dtfw  «a/     I^  »^  fl<*t  imlitely  the  conful  Yxit^  all  the"  foibles  of  this 
fend  Urn  to  maii,  thd'  heftill  refolded  to  ihak<5  the  mofl'  6f  his  letter^  aact 
/A^Frcnch  pfccetifidttS,  irtofdcf  to  telitflnirfe  the  es^jpencesf  he  hatd  beeii 
.  cQwrt:      ix.  on  his  account ;  jftf  flot  dating'  to  ttnft  ftKth  a  df  unlten  and 
^ng  fellowro  itefreneh  conrt,  chofe  rafter  to  fend  his  o\^d 
4:hancellor  thither,  xvith  Ac  patched-trp  kfedentlak  and  pre- 
fents.    Mofdt^  feeing  hhafclf  thn^  over-i^eached,  and  as  he 
rightly  gucfled,  frnfltaredf  of  th^  pfefents  he  «ipeded  to  re- 
ceive there,  behaved  Bke  %  mun  diM(a'ed :  and  wa^  xvith 
difficulty,  and  the  joint  aothorlrf  of  the  baftaw  and  conful, 
hindferedfrom  tutnlng  M^haiimmdfi,  atfd  betraj^lng  the  Virhold 
fecret ;  but  ^v^  at  length  fenr  a^imy  with  fome  finall  ^rdeftts ; 
and  embarking  for  itfntf;  \vtnt  and  (fied'  at*  titfpahan  *. 

Tae  confiu  had  at  that  time  ptwicfed  anothef  ftring  to 
his  bote*;  vit^  one  te  ftdify,  cfonnnonly  c^fed  tie  RbuU^  a 
Dc  Route  ctcature  of  his,  >vfiO  vc^  thoroughly  a^nalnted  in«th  5ll  th^ 
/&«/  am-    pardcukns  of  Mordft  abiba/t/,  and  a^jjs  V>f tdred*  ifpoii  by  hiitf 
tw{^^r    on  the  Iife#  errand,  ^^i  (tax.  ^vith  the  ISme'cfaararter  fo  the 
into  Abif-  Ab^nUM  coutr  as  from  ihefiren^h  Ring.     But  this  lift  Met 
finia-       tridi  a  much  worfe  fetfe  than  Mrdt ;  and  tft^  £  ^didtis  tod. 
dangerous  i^y^ge,  and  other  dlfkppoJnf ffieflt'^,  -wr^s «  fengtfi 
AlftSnat'  ^^ttatted  by  order  of  the  king  of  Sdnd&r,  after  Haitngbderi 
r/Jsa.   receii^edathisftrflf^ri^ajWlth  alt  the  marks  offaViemrand 
naar.         drftinfflon  due  ro  his  public  chltafter  '*.     Some  fay  that  it 
<vas  done  purfuant  to  a  prtvuti^  order  which  that  monarch,  re- 
ceived from  the  Negus,  or  emptor,  <AAhijfinia\  and  others', 
that  hi^  death  Was  owing  i'^i  a  dilltk^  which  thd  grandees  of 
Sdnaar  had  taken  againft  him,  on  account  of  his:  too  great 
mtimacy  with  the  then  prim6  ratfiifter  M  Zogoyir :  and  a 
letter  Was  afterwards  trumped  up,  pretended  to  be  Written 
by  the  Negus  to  the  Pope,  but  fince  brought  to  his  fon  Tek^ 
taffditndnout,  Who  had  by  this  time  dethroned  him ;  which, 
if  genuine,  wholly  dears  him  from  having  had  ^riy  hand  ia 
that  aflafllnatiort.     The  misfortune  is,  that  moft  of  our  ac- 
counts from  thofe  pai*ts  arc  fo  often  contradifted  by  the  op* 
pofite  paties  on  both  fides,  that  fto  fure  dependence  can  bo 
given  to  them  ^ ;  and  thisoilly  We  can  be  certain  of,  that  his 
death  not  only  put  an  end  to  that  conful's  projeflV  bat 
that  the  very  notion  of  a  mutual  ambaily  fo  exafperated  the 

*  Vid.  LeGkakd,  nb.  ftip.  p.  f62,&req   359^  &  feq.  $93, 
&  alib.  paff.  »  Id.  Ibid.  &  p.  428,  &  alib.  paC  *  Id. 

ibid.  p.  170,  &  feq,  *  Vid.  cund.  ibi(f.  &  p.  4^6,  442, 
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clergy  and  jpeople,  that  they  readily  jojaed  with  the  cwp/^ 
tor's  foQ  above-*aamed  tb  dethrone  his  father,  «s  the  encoa**    • 
rager  of  it^  tho'  more  probably  quite  ioBOoeat  aad  igDoraUK 
of  both. 

But  as  we  /haU  have  occaflon  to  fey  {oBtethiog  more  of 
thefe  (whether  pretended  or  real)  amhafies  m  the  foUowiog 
hiAory,  we  (hall  oaly  add  here,  that  the  author  iaft  men* 
tloned  hath  publUhed  fame  fardier  aieinoirs,  written  by  fb* 
veral  hands  both  for  and  againft,  but  which  Ifeave  iis  ftill  nnich 
in  the  dark  about  the  vaiiaity  and  other  circumftariees  df  chat 
ambafly  \  as  well  as  how  far  the  conful  and  foooe  of  the  Untei^^ 
good  fathers  who  afSfted  hhn  in  it,  wa^e  innoceot  of  guilty  tain  tvbii 
df  all  that  ftrange  artifice  that  was  ufed  to  fupport  and  make  tber  the 
it  pafs  for  current  at  the  French  court.     But  upon  the  whole,  ««^^ 
they  do  but  too  plainly  fliew,  that  ks  mifcaFry ing  was  not  owing  ^'"J^^ 
to  their  want  of  zeal,  or  of  ufing  all  poffible  endeavours  to  ^'*/^* 
make  it  fucceed^  whether  it  was  r>eai  or  pr^ended. 

But  whilft  the  conful  was  tal^ea  up  with  the  management  Thejejkitk 
of  this  affair,  which  his  {alanine  hop^s  made  him  coniider  ^proie£i  an^ 
ft  matter  of  the  greateft  advantage  both  to  the  French  com-  ^^^^ 
merce  and  %oxSx^  Roman  church,  the  jeftiits,  more  refined  pa-^'^7?f' 
liticians  things  of  thisjQature,hadprpjeftedandcarriedon  to^ '^j^^^ 
Hi  great  forwardnds  another  fcheme  of  their  own,  which  was  andrian 
every  way  more  promifing  to  anfwer  that  end.     The  patriarch  pairiarth 
of  Jkxandria^  on  whom  the  Abiffinian  ilhurch  wboEy  de-  ^ins  <with 
pends,  had  been  {o  far  wrought  by  thofe  dexterous  fathers  than. 
in  favour  of  the  Romyh  church^  and  the  Pope's  fupremacy, 
as  to  difpatch  an  ambaflkdor  to  the  courts  of  Paris  and  Rame^ 
with  vaft  dfers  ofafllfting  with  all  his  power  and  authority 
the  Rojnljb  mlilionaries,  thro'  all  the  countries  belonging  to  hi^ 
pair^rchate,  in  re-uniting  the  ^o^#ff  church  to  that  oi  Rome  % 
The  perfoa  pitched  upon  for,  this  ambafiy  was  one  IbraUm 
thmmaJfj  zMdrvnite^  who  was  AiiAly  charged  to  execute  it 
-with  the  utmoft  iecrefy  in  both  courts,  whilft  the  good  fa* 
thers  loaded  him  with  letters  of  recommoDdations  and  othef 
CQConragemeuta,  which' procured  hkn  an  honourable  recep- 
tion where-ever  he  came,  but  more  particularly  at  the  court  of  Sends  oH 
Verjaiiles,  where  he  was  admitt;ed  to  the  royal  prefence,  and  amhajfa- 
carefliedby  all  thepame  midifters ;  and  after  a  ftay  of  about  ^f^  '*  J ^' 
£>ur  months,  (that  is  from  Augifi9.t^  toNotwmker  2$,,  1702,  "^  "^ 
during  which  time  be  was  treated  with  ail  the  honours  of  asi  ^^^^* 
amb^fliadorj  wasdifpatched  with  dew  credenttais  ind  recom- 
fihiadatery  Jettenr  to  iLe  Pope,  isreroiL  enrdmds,  and  other 
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'  See  Dif&rtat.  L«  Grah^,  «iu  A?,  p.  406^  &  feq.  44e>,  ie 
leq..42^,  $c  feq,  Sc  alib.  pafll  «  Id.  Ibid.  p.  164*  U  fisq. 
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members  of  the  fociety  d^  propaganda^de»    The  misfortune 
was,  that  this  prcjcft  was  fo  highly  reliftied  at  the  FrencB 
court,  that  they  thought  it  neceffary  to  fend  theSr  coiiful  at 
Cairo  exprefs  orders  to  a£t  in  concert  with  the  patriarch  and 
the  jefuits,  and  to  forward  it  with  all  his  power ;  and  this  it 
n^om  tkiw2is  that  occafioned  its  ruin;  for 'the  conlul,  whether  out  of 
couful  ex*  diflike  to  it,  or  to  thofe  who  had  formed,  and  who  were  the 
fo/es  as  a  fame  that  oppofed  his  own,  and  expofed  his  ambaflkdor  as  a 
fbeatat     cheat,  or  whether  it  was  innocently  done,    divulged  the 
Rome.      whole  fecret  by  his  imprudent    conduft,    and  his  publicly 
examining  the  old  patriarch  about  it,  who,  now  fenfible  o£ 
the  imminent  danger  he  was  in,  not  only  from  the  Turks^ 
but  from  his  own   clergy  and  laity,  that  he  had  no  other 
way  to  evade  it,  than  by  denying  the  whole  purport  of  Ibraim^^ 
ambaffy,  and  alleging  that  the  two  letters  he  had  entrufted 
him  with  to  the  Pope  and  French  king,  were  only  letters  of 
compliment,  which  be  thought  might  be  of  fervice  to  him : 
'  Upon  which  the  conful  fent  no  lefs  than  three  certificates  onef 
after  another,  to  the  court  of  Rome,  figned  by  feveral  monks 
and  his  own  chancellor ;  all  which  were  (hewn  to  his  holinefs 
by  cardinal  Fabroni;  fo  that  he  had  not  refided  long  2LtRome^ 
before  he  found  a  quite  different  treatment  than  he  had  met 
with  at  Parisy  his  public  charafter  not  only  queftioned,   but; 
expofed  as  a  vile  forgery  and  impofition,  and  calculated  only 
with  a  view  of  forae  confiderable  gain.     The  fathers^  of  the 
miffion  of  the  Holy  Land^  a  fet  of  monks  quite  oppofite  to 
the  jefuits,  and  who  now  afted  under  the  conful's  direftio'n> 
were  the  moft  zealous  of  all  in  difcrediting  him,  and  explode- 
Hisdifence'^^%  all  he  alleged  in  his  own  defence.     This  obliged  him 
and  me-     ^  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  Pope,  complaining  of  the  un* 
tnoirtotbe]vL&  methods  which  fome  people  had  taken  to  difcredit  hi^ 
Fofe.        commWion,  and  thereby  to  prevent  the  good  intentions  of 
the  patriarch,  and  the  fo  jtnuch  defired  converfion  of  the 
Ethiopians ;  and  begging  his  holinefs  to  fend  fome  proper 
perfon  into  Egypt ,  to  be  fuUy  fatisfied  of  the  whole  matter 
from  the  patriarch's  own  mouth,  to  the  end  that  if  he  wa^ 
proved  a  cheat,  he  might  be  puniftied  as  fuch ;  and  if  a  faith- 
ful meflenger,  he  might  have  juftlce  done  to.  his  charafter. 
The  propofal  was  though^  fo  reafonable,  that  his  holineft 
immediately  appointed  Don  Gahriely  z  Maronitt,  of  the  or- 
der of  .S^.  Antony y  to  goto  KayroiViVxch.  he  did  with  all  poC* 
fible  exp>edition,  but  Ipcnt  near  two  years  in  that  journey, 
Thepatri*      BuT  uot  long  after  his  departut^,  /^r^fw  received  a  letter 
arch  com-  from  the  Alexandrian  patriarch,,  telling  him,  that  he  was  fur- 
fWtns         prized  to  find,  that,  inftead  of  obferving  the  fecrefy  he  had  i^ 
agaittft      caraefUy  enjoined  him,  he  had  fo  tkr  divulg^  that  impoF- 
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tint  afiair,  that  it  had  reached  the  ears  of  the  Frend^  coriful  at  him  and 
KayrOy  an4  all  that  part  of  the  world;  infomuch  that  the ^Ar f^yH ,' 
lathers  of  the  Holy  Land  wtrc  come  in  One  body  to  queftion 
him  in  a  public  manner,  whether  it  were  true  that  he  wai 
come  over  to  the  Latin  church,  and  had  fent  an  exprefs  mef- 
fenger  into  France,  to  confirm  an  alliance  with  it }  that  upoa 
his  afking  them  what  reafon  they  had  to  put  fuch  interroga- 
tories to  him,  they  anfwcred,  they  were  ordered  by  the  court 
to  do  fo ;  upon  which  he  told  them,  that  the  letters  which 
he  had  given  to  him  were  only  for  his  private  Tervice.    He 
then  defircs  htm  to  go  and  acquaint  the  Pope,  that  he  had  Af^&^r  ^1 
aOembled  all  the  biftiopS  under  him  to  confecrate  the  oil  '^'  ^^f^* 
which  i^  ufed  at  the  coronation  of  the  ^btj/iniart  monarchs  ; 
a  diing  which  had  not  been  done  during  the  fpace  of  twenty 
years ;  and  to  beg  his  holinefs's  bleffing  upon  it.     H^  re-* 
ceived  another  fome  time  after,  in  which  he  tells  him,  that  h^ 
had  finifhed  the  confccration  of  the  holy  oil,  and  had  fent 
fome  of  it  into  Abiffmia  by  the  hand  of  father  Bijbot,  a  jefuit, 
who  was  to  go  privately  into  that  country,  in  compafty  with 
Jhi  Route,  lately  mentioned,  whom  he  had  entrufted  with  a 
letter  to  the  emperor,  and  another  to  the  Ahifftnian  dbuna;  Ibraxm*/ 
or  patriarch's  delegate  there.     In  both  thofe  letters  he  ac»  Ugacy  t9 
koowledges  Ibraim  to  be  his  agent  and  confident,  and  him-  the  Pop4 
fclf  to  be  an  humble  dependent  on  his  holinefs,  to  whom,  2^jkftijied 
fnch^  he  gave  an  account  of  his  a6^ions ;  fo  thatj  ifthefe  let'  *«^  f^*^-. 
ttrs  were  really  fent  by  that  patriarch  (G)^  nothing  could  A^'^^ 

(G)  Vf\ko€vtr  hath  feftd  the  fent  him,   as  it  crpofed   the 

different  accounts  we  have  of  writer^  not  only  to  the  lofs  6f 

theie  tranfadions,  and  the  many  his  patriarchate,  bat  of  his  life  i 

pretended  anecdotes  that  have  efpfciaily  ^t  this  particalar  cii-4 

been  trumped  up  by  both  fides,  lis,  when  all  the  Roman  miffio- 

tn  plain  contradidiion  to  each  naries  had  been  expelled  out  of 

other,  will  eafily  agree  with  us  the  Turkijh  empire,  under  the 

that  this  caveat  is  far  from  im-  fevereft  penalities  ;  and,  on  thte 

pertinent;  and  that  if  both  par-  other    hand,     the  Alexandrian 

ties  do  without  a  fcruple  charge  clergy  and  laity  were  fo  juftly 

each  other  with  fundry  forge-  alarmed  at  the  public  manner  in 

ries  of  this  nature^  we  (ball  not  which  the  Cdnful  and  his  Holy 

be  cenfared  for  too  fcrupuloufly  l^and  fathers  had  queftioned  him 

calling  any  of  them  in  quefUon.  about  his  legacy  and  conver- 

•  Bat  this  letter  of  the  patri-  fion^    Whom  totild  h^  cotsfid^ 

arch's  is  ftill  more  liable  to  fuf-  fuch  a  dangerous  witnefs  againlt 

ucion.  even  allowing  him  to  himfelf  with  ?  How  could  he 
have  been  as  zealous  for  the  be  fure  that  the  ^eifenger  Would 
diurch  of  7?9;9if  and  the  Pope's'    not  betray  him,  or  be  inter* 

fapieiBacy '  as  the  jefoitt  repre-  €epted  in  his  voyage  to  Rome  f 


more  eSc&nzHj  juftify  the  character  of  Ibraht  againft  the 
clamours  which  the  Holy  Land  mii&onaries  had  t^ied  againft 
it  at  the  court  of  Rome,  But  what  did  it  ftiil  more  effedluaUy^  • 
was  the  return  of  father  Gabriel  from  Kayro,   who  con- 
firmed all  the  particulars  of  Ibraim's  ambaflyi  as  well  as  the* 
contents  of  the  two  letters  above-mentioned,  in  a  new  oae»  - 
which  he  brought  from  the  patriarch  to  the  Pope. 

IB  RJIM,  thus  juftified  by  ib  many  uoqueftionabk  handv 
was  very  preffing  at  the  Romijh  court  for  a  proper  reparation 
tnf  no  fi"  to  his  charadter ;   but  after'  many  delays  and  excufes,    was. 
fixation  is  told,  that  R<mie  was  not  a  proper  place  to  obtain  juftice  againll: : 
»*^  '•      the  fathers  of  the  Holy  Land ;  and  that  as  to  the  French  con- 
kim.         f^\^  ijg  jjjufj  apply  to  the  French  court  for  redrefs.    At  which 
being  highly  diflatisfied,  be  left  thac  city  about  the  end  of  the 
year  1705,  leaving  behind  fome  prefents,  which  the  Pt>pe  had 
defigned  to  fend  by  him  to  the  Alexandrian  patriarch,  but  • 
which  were  afterwards  conveyed  to  him  by  another  baud. 
Isjhip*      Ihraim  was  foon  after  (hipwrecked  ob  the  coaft  of  Cyprus  ; 
nureckedin ^^^  having  loft  all  his  efiefts,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his- 
Ai/<u^jr    papers,  and  obtaining  a  certificate  of  bis  misfortune^  Went 
**"'• '       and  fettled  at  Saide  ^ ;  which  put  an  end  at  once  to  his  pob^ 
jlic  charafler  and  ambalTy,  and  to  this  promifibg  and  deeply 
.  'concerted  fcheme  oi  the  fociety,  as  they  had  done  to  that  o£ 
the  French  conful. 
the  Abif-     Can  we  therefore  wonder  at  the  vig^ance  of  the  yibiffimatt 
£aiaris      monarchs  to  keep  all  the  avenues  to  their  territories  fo  ibongljr  • 
metefia^  and  clofely  guarded  againft  all  approaches  of  the  Europeans, 
lousandir*  when  they  fee  what  plots  and  contrivances  they  are  capable 
»:^^*7*[^'^^*'*  of,  what  dangers,  labours  and  cxpences  they  will  expofe 
n^Jr     ^^"^^^^^  ^^>  ^^  w^*  'l*^  views  and  dcfigns  tend  to,  ia  • 
mmbai/tii,  endeavouring  to  gain  at  any  rate  a  frefti  entrance  into  them  > 
On  the  other  hand,  where  diere  reigns  fuch  je^o^ufy  aiut ' 

^  Le  Grand,  ub.  fup.  p.  166,  &  feq.  478,  &  feq. 

But  for  Armm  or  his  patrons  from  Kafro^,  as  may  be  reafon-  • 

to  counterfeit  fuch  a  letter,  had  ably  inferred  from  their  avowed  * 

nothing  either  fo  hazardous  or  reftifai  to  make  due  reparation 

diiRcult,    and  may   the  more  to  his  character,  and  the  ftrange . 

eaiily  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  manner  in  which  he  Was  dif- 

ihe  cafe,  as  we  do  not  find  that  mified  from  that  court ;  whick  * 

either  the  Pope,  or  fodety  ^r  behaviour  can  hardly  be  .any  * 

prcfagandafide^  paid  any  great  otfaerwiie  interpreted,  than  as  a- 

regard  to  that,  or  to  the  nejct  plain  difcountenancing  of  the- 

which  he  produced  from  the  whole  ifFair,  and  puttmg  an  ef. 

Tame  patriarch  ;  and  we  may  fe^ual  end  to  that  negotiation »: 

add,  to  the  confirnlation  which  without  pabliclyexpofing  thoft* 

fath«r  G^riti  brought  with  him  who  had  fet  it  on  foot. 

emulatioi^ 
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annladon,  not  to  call  it  by  a  worfc  name,  between  thofe  -^ 
loiiGoDsiiries  of  difierent  orders^  who  yet  profefs  to  have  the' 
&me  meritorious  views,  the  reducing  of  that  whole  QOtmtxj  jUd  ottr  ' 
linder  die  Pope's  fubjeclion,  can  it  be  at  all  furprLGng  x&aLtaceomnts 
the  accounts  we  have  fn>m  thence  ihould  come  to  us  fo  lame  thenu 
tfld  diffonant,  unfatisfaftory,  and  mifreprefented  by  the  op-^^^f** 
pofite  aftors  and  writers  of  them  ?   We  cannot  finifh  thefe  ^^'^'* 
Kmiks  on  the  conduA  and  relations  of  thofe  indefatigable 
zealots,  betterthan  with  the  words  of  one  of  the  moil  fagacioo^    . 
among  them.  They  feem,  by  the  tenor  of  them,  to  be  direded 
totheiT^;2ri^c6nful  above-mentioned, tho'  his  name  is  carefully 
avoided,  and  are  to  this  effcft.  —  "  I  never  did  myfclf 
**  the  honour  to  fpeak  to  you  about  this  new  invention  of 
*'  ambaffies,  nor  about  the  envoys  which  it  hath  fet  on  foot, 
^  SigBor  Morat  s^d  Mr.  Du  Route.    You  have  doubtteft 
**  had  a  more  ample  account  of  tiut  matter  at  Xayro ;  it  be-  S^xe  nvifi 
''  log  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  bare  recital  at  once  diico-  rtfexion$ 
**  vers  and  dcftroys  what  money  and  qbfcurity  had  kept  up.  wr  thofi 
"  It  was  not  poffible  to  difcover  in  France,  things  that  hzd^^^^^e 
"  been  concerced  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  it.     Had  that  court  ^^^  '^^'^ 
^  been  rightly  informed  concerning  thofe  two  Ethiopic  am-^'^^'"* 
«  baffles,  the  Fr^wA  would  not  have  rifked  their  lives  in^J^jr 
**  thofe  countries,  nor  the  public  money  been  fo  laviflily  ^^ 
"  fpeqt  upon  them.    But  that  fcenc  is  now  at  an  end  ;  and 
**  the  court  will  learn  all  the  main  particulars  relating  to  it 
**  from  you.     I  fhall  only  add,  that  tho'  there  were  no  dan- 
**  ger  to  be  feared  from  the  unbelieving  Mohammedans^  and 
**- other  fevagc  nations,  and  hot  cHmates  thro'  which  one  mull: 
"  pafs,  they  would  be  fufficiently  felt  in  Ethiopia  itfelf.  Thp 
"  AMffinian  Chriftians  are  under  fubjeftion  to  the  patriarch 
"  of  Alexandria ;  they  are  born  and  brought  up  in  that  be- 
•*  Kef  and  dependence :  they  have  been  under  it  from  the 
"  earlieft'  ages  of  the  church,  and  of  that  patriarchate,  }n  th^ 
"  fame  manner  as  France,  Spain,  &c.  have  been  under  that 
"  of  Rome.     To  endeavour  at  this  time  to  alter  that  depen- 
"  deflce,  is  to  endeavour  to  change  an  ancient  law  or  cu- 
**  ftom,  which  is  impradHcable ;  and  for  on?  man  to  aft 
*'  alone  in  it,  and  without  afliftance,  can  never  be  the  way 
"  to  fucceed  in  it.    The  fame  thing  had  been  formerly  at- 
"  tempted  by  the  way  of  the  Jt^stntic  pecan,  but  to  as  little 
^*  efeft.  To  fucceed  in  ^n  attempt  of  this  nature,  one  ihould 
"  begin  at   the  fcmndation,  and  its  chief,  that  is,,  at  the 
"  darch  and  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  which  arc  no  lefs 
i  ^'  obliged  than    the  reft   to  acknowlege    the   fuperiority 
'  9ad  fuor^macy  of  Rome ;   and  th^n  you  naay  hope,  by 
.         *     '  \      B  3         ^  **  their 


! 
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'^  their  joint  afGftance,  to  meet  Mrith  better  fycfefe  in  Abif-^ 

By  this  time  we  hope  our  readers  are  lo  well  apprifed  of 
thecharafter  of  the  feveral  writers  who  have  obliged    the 
world  with  their  relations  of  Ahijfinia^  and  the  various    mo- 
tives,  views  and  interefts  which  havfe  occafioned  that  great  va-. 
j-i^ty  which  is  found  in  their  refpeftive  accounts  of  thatcouri- 
try,  and  of  thofe  tranfadtions  which  they  have  eith^j:  bcei| 
witnefTes  to  or  concerned  in,  that  they  will  b^  Ipfs  liable  to  be 
'     biaffed  to,  or  impofed  upon  by,  either  fide ;  fo  that  we   may 
tiow  more  fafely  yenturf  to  lead  then^  tfiro'  the  feveral  part^- 
of  this  hillory, 

S  E  C  T.    11- 

^e  Situation^  Bhifion^  varieus  Names^  Extent^  Li- 
tntts^  Provinces^  &c.  of  the  Abiffinian  Empire  % 
with  an  Account  of  the  Qallas,  an^  their  feveral 
Conquejif. 

^hm'     •T'HIS  empire  is  fituate  entirely  under  the  torrid,  and,  a^ 

wraKy'of    -■^    fame  imagined,  uninhabitable  zone;  and  lies  between 

^J»§n/a.  the  8th  and  1 7  th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  between  rh« 

31ft  and  46th  of  weft  longitude  from  our  London  meridian. 

The  former  is  tak^n  by  drawing  a  ftrait  line  from  the    old 

fcountry  of  F^r^y,  lyipg  a  little  above  5^4^^  and  fprm* 

jng  its  northern  boundary  under  the  i8th  degree,  quite  to 

that  of  Bergdmo,  its  ijtmoft  fouthcll-n  boundary,   which   lies 

iinderthe  17th,  and  wjU  coiifequently  be  about  nine  degrees 

in  kngth.     Buj  as  at  this  prefent  time  the  country  of  Focay  is 

difmembered  from  the  empire,  (fq  that  we  muft  reckon  only 

from  qne  degree  above  Mazowa,  that  is,  from  the  1 6th  to 

Bergamo  above-mentioned)  it  will  be  ftill  ftiorter  by  one   de-i 

Situation   gree.     Hence  appears  the  gr^at  error  of  old  geographers,  who 

fkfiidietigth.  extended  its  fouthern  limits  fo  far  beyond  the  cquinoftial  line, 

as  to  place  the  head  of  the  We  feveral  degrees  fouth  of  it ; 

■jvhich  is,  %  the  lat^ft  and  mqft  accurate  obffrvatiqn§,  found  to 

be  almoft  13  degrees  on  this  fid<?  of  it  % 

Srfudth*        ^^^  breadth  of  the  empire  is  cqmmonly  computed  from 

^ *    the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea,  eaflw^rd,  to  th?  banlcs  of  the  IVile^ 

in  that  bart  Vhere  it  wjnds  itftlf  mqft  weftward,  and  fur? 
i-ounds  trie  greateft  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Gojatn,  in  the 
form  of  a  peninfula,  and  where  it   extends  itfelf  fomewhat 

♦  Vid.  Le  Grand,  ub.  fup.  p,  434,  8c  feq. 
?  ALM£i9A>  Mbndex,'Lo>o,  et  al.  p^. 
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above  nine  degrees,  or,  according  to  Ahneyda^  who  had  tra- 
Telled  it  over  more  than  once,  about  140  Portuguefe  leagues  **. 
In  other  parts,  however,  both  fouthwards  and  northwards, 
thofe  Ihnits  are  much  contra^led,  as  the  reader  may  {ee  by 
the  map  annexed  ;  bot  not  to  fxich  a  degree  as  to  require  a 
£mher  defcant. 

This  empire,  however,  hath  formerly  been  vaftly  more 
cxtenfive,  having  been  fince  ftripped  of  above  one  half  of 
thofe  kingdoms  and  provinces  which  were  once  fubjeft  to  it ; 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  cither  invaded  by  the  C alias ^IGngdmt 
a  barbarous  people  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  in  the  andpro^ 
fequel,  ©r  revolted  from  it.     Of  thefe  latter,  fome  had  made  w«f^'>*- 
diemfelves  independent,  and  had  princes  of  their  own  ;  zniJ'^^^^^' 
others  had  put  themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Mo- 
hammedanSf  long  before  the  Portuguefe  fet  foot  into  it,  and 
feveral  others  have  done  the  fame  fince,  out  of  diflike  to  the 
extraordinary  partiality  which  fome  of  the  Ahiffinian  mo- 
narchs  had  expreffed  for  the  church  of  Rome^  as  we  ihall  fee 
in  the  fequel  of  their  hiftory.     How  many  more  may  have 
followed  their  example  fince  we  have  loft  all  correfpondence 
with  thofe  parts,  time  may  perhaps  difcover:  however,  as 
to  thofe  kingdoms  or  provinces  which  were  ftill  in  fubjeAion 
to  the  empire  at  the  time  when  'DonAlphonfo  Mendez  was  there, 
they  are  as  follows.     Among  the  firft  i .  Tigre^  a.  Damha,  TJhf/e  tim 
J.  Begamedery  4.  Gojarriy  5.  JmaharUy  6.  Dancali,  7.  Narea,  are  dif- 
and  8.  part  of  Xaoa.     The  latter  are,  i .  Mazaga^  2.  Solent y  memhered 
3.  Ogaray  4.  Abargahy  5.  Holcuit,    6.  Salgaady    7.  Semen y  fi"^^  ^^* 
Z.  Sakn»Ay  9.  Okca,  and  10.  Z?(7u^iZ ;  amongft  wmch,  fome 
of  the  kingdoms,  as  well  as  the  province!,  are  wholly  fubjeft  to 
the  Ahijfmian  emperors  ;  and  others  are  only  vaflals,  ^ndpay 
a  kind  of  tribute  to  them  of  horfes,  corn,  he.  according  to 
tb^  extent  and  fertility,   as  will  be  farther  feen  in  the 
fequel. 

Those  that  had  been  difmembered  from  it  are  as  follow. 
x.Angoty  z.DowarOy  ^-Ogge,  4.Balliy  $,  Adeay  ^.Abn^la, 
7.  Oxeloy  8.  GantZy  9.  Bethzamoray  10.  Guraguay  w,  Bu-^ 
zona,  12.  Sujfgamoy  i^*  BahargamOy  iJ^.Cambaty  l^.Boxa, 
1 6.  Cumary  17.  Conchy  18.  Damoty  19.  Dobay  ao.  Motta, 
li.Awray  22,  Holeca,  23.  Oylaty  24.  Guedm,  2$,  Ganb^ 
26.Marvabety  27.  ManZy  and  28,  Bizamo^.  By  the  lofs 
of  thefe  laft,  the  lEfxtent  and  fize  of  which  the  reader  may  fee 
ia  the  map,  one  may  ji|dge  how  greatly  inferior  this  empire 
is  to  what  it  ba&  focmisrl^  been, 

*  Id.  obi  fup.  *  Id.  ibid,  vid.  &  TAVim  Dafpeii, 

Li;po|,pH,  FoNcpT#  &S(1« 
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BeunJa^  It  (3  at  pre(eiit  boundod  oa  the  north  by  the  idagdom  o£ 
riff  and  Nuhia,  or  Senaar, ;  on  the  eaft,  by  the  Red  Sea^  and  the  coaftf. 
fxffMf*  of  JbeXf  or  Jbajb^  which  have  been  iinc^difmembcred  front 
it,  and  make  a  province  of  the  Turki/b  empire ;  and  lower 
fouthwardsyby  the  kii^gdomsof  D^s^o/iand  Dowaro,  and  part 
pf  the  country  of  thp  Gallns;  on  the  fonth,  by  lower  Efhi^ 
0pia ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  river  Mahy^  which  divides  it 
^om  S/mnkala,  or  the  country  of  wandering  Etbic^ianSf  and 
falls  into  the  Mle,  after  it  hath  run  a  good  way  into  the  JVu^ 
bian  don^lnioos  ^^  Hence  it  appears,  that  this  empire,  evea 
wher^  in  its  utmoA  extent,  was  for  the  moft  part  inland,  bc^ 
Itshfed  en  ing  contiguous  to  no  ocean,  except  in  that  unaUj  part  on  the 
^il^fidtf.  eaft,  which  adjoins  to  a  tra^t  along  the  cotfts  of  the  Rsd  Sea^  , 
upon  which  the  Jbifflnian  emperors  had  formerly  fome  con-r 
fiderablc  poi'ts,  whence  they  drove,  a  commerce  with  other 
parts  of  the  world ;  but  flnce  the  Turks  have  made  them- 
lelves  mailers  of  them,  the  whc^  empire  is  fo  inclofed  on 
pvery  fide  by  variety  of  nations  at  enmity  with,  and  beyond 
pieafure  jealous  of  them,  efpecially  fince  they  had  gnrea  ib 
Hind  a  reception  to  the  Portugiufe^  that  all  accefs  to  it  fron^ 
any  iide  is  become,  if  not  abfolutely  impradlicable],  at  leaft 
extremely  diffiqiUt  ax^  dangerous^  as  was  hinted  a  little 
higher  *• 

This  counj:ry,  whf^tever  its  extent  may  have  formerly 
teen  \h)l  is  with  no  Imall  probability  believed,  by  moft 

iearnied 

*   Al»F.  MeNDEZ,  Af  MEYDA,   LoSp,  PoNCET,   LvDOLFIf,  & 

]^.  fup.  ciutt  5  See  before,  p.  20,  ic  feq. 

(A)  By  this  we  do  not  mean  linealdefcent  of  their  znonarchs^ 

pwly  whilft  it  heW  thofc  above-  through  an  interrupted  feries  of 

mentioned    provinces     which  the  iame  imperial  family,  f>6n^ 

jiave    iince  revolted  from   it,  f/«M,    the   fon   of  Nvab,    the 

bat  that    much  vafter   extent  founder    of   their    mpQafciiir^ 

^vbich  it  is  aiHrmed  to  have  had  down  to  Bafiiidis^v/ho  ih'kindly 

v^hen  it  fpread  it!fe]f  from  the  invited  the  jefait  mifiipnaries, 

Jled  Sea  to   the  kingdom   of  an,  1 624,  and  gave  them  thofe 

(^engo  y/ciiYfzrd,  SLnifromEgytt  great  encouragements  to  elia- 

to  the  Indian  Tea,  fouthward;  blifh  the  Pete's  authority  in  that 

iat  which  time  it  is  faid  to  have  empire,  which  we  have  taken  no- 

ntaincd  no  lefs  than  thirty-  tice  of  in  the  foregoing  fedlion. 


^ 


t' 


our  large  kingdoms,  and  about        But  not  to  dwell  on  fuch  m 
eighteen  GO^ifider^^ble  provinces    probabilities,    we   may  juHI^ 
(i);    which  prodigious  extent    enoughjpin  opinions  with mftn^Ji' 
may  be  juftly  looked  upon  as  no    great  and    learned  men,    that 
l^fs  fabulous,  as  the  pretended    their  '  4oi|)inions,    in    ancient 

timc»^ 

.  (i)  P'i4,  L^h9^  rf.  J^  Grand  R^la;,  dc  fEmfUt^  ^^'-§i?f'»./.  ^h  ^fil*  ' 
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learned  men,  to  bav€  hfiOk  die  SMa  6i  A^  QU  Ti/hgment,S$fp0/M 
wheace  that  great  queen,  whom  J^fe^ms  calls  Nkmks,  vcoAthtwuimf 
ftii^  queea  of  ^^  and  Ethkj^^y  and  the  £vangelifts«^'«^^»ttef 
queen  of  the  fouth  >,  who  eaoae  from  thofe  remote  parts  to^^'^* 
he^r  the  wifiiom  s£S$hmen  \    It  is  likewife  believed  to  have 
been  the  Idngdom  of  the  fimed  queen  Camtdce,  ftikd  qneea  AudtfiU 
ciEthiopiA^  whofeeaanch.  qTi  aaheistherecalled,  her  high  ^«MiiCaii« 
treafurer,  or  pdme  miaifter,  came  to  worfhip  at  Jtn^aUm ;  dace. 
and,  in  his  return  homewards,  was  baptized  by  PhiUp  the 
deacon  %   and  from  whom  the  Abiffmes  acknowlq^e  thef 
afterwards  received  the  gofpeL    With  what  pomp  and  mag* 
nificence  the  former  paid  her  folemn  viiit  to  the  Hehreio 
monarch,  both  the  facred  text,  and  JofipbuSt  informs  us  '^  1 
and  the  grand  banner  in  which  the  minifter  of  the  latter  tra« 
veiled  to  and  from  Jerufalemf  gives  us  reafon  to  think  fho 
was  not  inferior  to  her  in  power  and  magnificence :  and  we 
arc  farther  aflured»  by  fome  of  the  ancient  writers  ^  that  this 
iooantry  was  commonly  governed  by  queens,  and,  that  a  good  Governed 
number  of  them  had  already  reigned  there  in  their  time,  by  fueem* 
tinder  the  name,  or  rather  title,  t^Candace^  fuppofed  to  have 
been  common  to  them  all,  as  that  of  Pharaoh  was  to  all  the 
.  kings  of  Egypt ;  th^  teim  Cofkiace  importing  thdr  fovereign 
authority  (B). 

Agaik, 

^  Ant.  1.  viii.  c.  z,    <  Matth.  xii*  42.  Lokexi.  31.    *  i  Kingi, 
X.  paiil     Sec  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  iv.  p  106.  '  Ada  viii.  26, 

Sc  leq.  ^  XJb.  fap.  vid.  Sc  2  Chron.  ix.  paff.  ^  Flin. 

1.  vi.  c.  zg.  Strah.  !•  xvi.  c.  17. 

times,  extended  ftill  much  far-  other  words,  all  the  vaU  trad 

ther  than  they  are  allowed  to  of  land  that  lies  between  the 

have  done,  before  thofe  large  cth  and  20th  degrees^of  north 

provinces  and  kingdoms  were  latitude,  all  which  was  included 

difmembered  from  them ;  and  oilder  the  common  name  of 

that  it  might  then  include  thofe  Wtfiemy  ox  African^    Ethiopia 

0f  Nubia.  Habext  znd  JjaM^  (o  {z),  as  diftinguilhed  from  the 

as  to  be  boanded  on  the  north  by  Eafiem,  or  JfiatU  ( 3 ). 

Egypt 9  and  the  Barcan  deferts ;  (6)  The  firfl:  pf  tbefe  qaeens, 

by  AcRedSea  and  eaftern  ocean,  lyhofe  name  the  (acred  text  doth, 

on  the  eaft ;   by  Zangwhar  and  not  mention,  the  AbiJJimans  call 

Nigntia^  or  Nigra- uind^  on  the  Nicaida^  and  Macbeda\  and  the 

footh;  and  by  Nigrhia^    and  tranilatipn  of  their  gofpel,  jyT^r^^ 

Pabara,    on  the  weft;  or,  in  hifta  Jzeb,  or  queen  of  the 

ibttth, 

"^* 

i%)  Id  iSid.  vid*  (9  niem^  Bi/hirt  Gfmtfat  i*  Ethitf.    Ludtiph^  &  aL  fup, 
ntat»  (3)  De  bit  vid.  Homer,  Odjff.  /.  ii.  Himd,  /.  ii.  fii^  &  vti.  Ditnsfi. 

^efi6j,  &  ml  vid^  &  j^t.  Hift,  vol.  xvm^p^zp,  &  fif.  D'Hfrbthi  Mt^ 
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7hi  «««-       ACAIN,  this  country  is  the  fo  much  celebrated  ifland,  or - 
gmtMttoc*  rather  peninfula,  of  Meroe  of  the  ancients,  whofe  queens  are ' 
fald  to  have  borne  th^t  contmon  name»  or  tide,  we  have 
ab*eady  plainly  (hewn  in  our  ancient  hiftory  ^,  againft  thofe 
who  have  placed  it  in  Egypt,  or  any-whcre  elfe,  that  we  fhall 
DOt  need  any  farther  proofs  for  it  here.     Laftly,  this  country- 
is  fuppofed  by  many  moderns,  to  be  the  fo  much  fought  for 
dominions,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  over  which  Prejler 
John  is  pretended  to  have  been  fovereign;  and  are  ftill  called 
after  his  name  by  them,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  fomc  of  the  fubfe* 
quent  paragraphs. 
Its  various    ^^'^  ^^  indifferently  called  Jbifflniay  Jbyjftnia,  Abbeffinia^ 
manses.       ^^^  Abaffia,  but  more  ipxo^Xy  Hahejfinia,   with  a  ftrong 
alpiration,  from  the  Arabic  Habejb,  which  fignifies,  a  mix- 
ture, or  confufion ;  the  country  being  peopled  by  a  mixt 
Whence     Variety  of  nations  "•     If  we  may  believe  Strabo,  that  name 
dirived-    was  given  to  it  on  account  of  the  vaft  wildemefles,  and  ftoney* 
deferts  with  which  it  abounds,  and  which  the  Egyptians  call' 
aballesi     Some  others  conjefture  it  to  be  taken  from  Abaxa, 
the  capital  city  of  the  kingdom  of  Adel,  whofe  monarchs  were 
once  mailers  of  this  ^ ;  dl  which  etymologies,  another  judi- 
cious author,  with  no  fmall  ftiew  of  reafon,  rejefts,  as  uncer- 
tain and  frivolous  ;  and  thinks  the  name  of  Abijfinia  to  have 
no  more  certain  fignification,  than  thofe  of  many  other  king- 
doms, better  known  to  us  by  our  acquaintance  with  the 
people,  th^n  by  thd  original  of  their  denominations  p.  Hp^y- 
ever  that  be,  it  is  plain  the  Abiffinians  themfelves  abfolutcly 

«  Vol.  xviii.  p.  272,  &  feq.  "  Vid.  LuootPH  Hift» 

Ethiopia,  1.  i.  c.  i.      °  Meno^z  Ethiop.  1.  i.  c.  i,     p  ^anv^l» 
Almeyda,  ub.  fup. 

fouth.  They  fliew,  to  this  day,  anity,'and  to  have  been  very 
the  town  where,  they  pretend,  zealous  in  propagating  it  thro' . 
Ihe  kept  her  court ;  which,  by  her  empire:  So  that,  accord- 
its  ruins,  appears  to  have  been  ing  to  them,  this  empire  re- 
a  very  confiderablc '  place,  ceived  the  Jewijb  religion  fronqL 
There  is  likewifc  another  vil-  the  former,  who  had  been  coq- 
*  iage,  which  they  call  Saba,  or  verted  to  it  \>y  l^ing  Solomon  ; 
Sheha  Land,  and  believe  it  to  be  and  the  Chriftian  from  the  lat- 
the  place  of  hcrr  birth  (4).  ter,  who  was  converted  to  it 
The  fecond  of  thefe  queens  by  Juda,  her  high  trcafiirer, 
they  call  Judith,  and  believe  to  after  he  had  been  baptized  by 
have  been  converted,  by  her  the  apoftolic  deacon  above*" 
own  prime  miniller,  to  Chrifti-  mentioned '(5). 

md  tela, 

rejedk   , 


(4)  TelUxj  Almeyda,  Ltidolfib,  toBo,  (^  aL  vid.  U  Grand  Melat,  ub.  fvp^    ^ 
f  64.  (5)  lid,  ibid.  (sT/ff.  ^  ^^ 
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reje£b  both  the  name  aad  its  etymons ;  and  aflfeft  to  call 
thexnfelves  Itjopians^  and  their  country  Mangbefia  bjopia^  ort 
kingdom  of  Ethiopia^  which  is  one  of  the  principal  names 
by  which  that  was  known  to  the  antients  "^ ;  though  that  be 
rather  an  epithet  to  denote  the  blacknefs  of  its  inhabitants  r. 
As  for  the  diilinguifiiing  epithet  of  Upper ^  it  may  have  beea 
given  to  it  either  on  account  of  the  NUe'^  defcending  fix>m  it 
into  the  Lorwer^  or  on  account  of  its  being  nearer  than  it  to  ' 
the  Artie  pole,  which,  with  refpeA  to  us,  is  always  above  tts, 
according  to  the  vcrfe  of  Virgil^ 

Elk  vertex  nobis  femper  fublmis  •. 
But  there  is  one  name  which  the  Portuguefe^  tho'  without  Wi^nci 
^ny  foundation,  have  bellowed  upon  this  empire,  or  rather  ^^^    . 
emperor ;  viz.  that  of  Prejier  John^  Prejbiter  John  S  or,  as  ^  f^ 
(bme  others  have  turned  it,  Prejle  or  Precious  John\    ^  Zf^* 
this  imaginary  monarch,    and  his  dominions,   which  feem'^'^^* 
wholly  to  owe  their  origin  to  fome  French  miiEonaries  of  the 
Jffoly  Land,  have  been  fought  for  in  vain  in  India,  and  other 
parts  of  Afiay  and  been  fmce  tranilated  by  the  head  and 
ftioulders  into  Jfric,  and  fixed  in  this  very  ^bijfmian  empire, 
without  the  leave  or  knowlege  either  of  its  emperor,  or  of 
any  of  his  fubjefts,  we  might  perhaps  reafonably  excufe  our- 
felves  from  entering  further  into  that  difpute,  which,  tho*  of 
more  curiofity  than  moment,  hath  exerdfed  the  heads  and 
pens  of  many  learned  men  tofo  little  purpofe;  efpedally  as  the 
moft  judicious  among  them  have  given  up  the  notion  of  fuch   . 
a  pridily  kingdom  as  chimerical.    Neverthelefs;.  as  many  of 
Qur  Englijb  readers  may  be  defirous  to  know  by  what  miilakc 
or  artifice  this  name  came  to  be  fixed  to  this  empire,  it  will 
not,  we  hope,  be  thought  foreign  to  our  general  defign  of 
this  work,  if  we*  give  them  in  few  words  the  beft  account  we 
can  meet  with  of  it  among  the  writers  of  that  controverfy*" ; 
for  it  plainly  appears  from  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  xHim^  That  title 
Portuguefe  who  have  been  in  AbiJJiniay  and  more  particularly  not  known 
from  that  of  the  Jefu|ts,  and  other  religious  miiEonaries,  in  any  part 
who  were  fent  thither,  feveral  of  whom  have  travelled  thro'  ^  Abifli^ 
that  whole  country  from  end  to  end,  over  and  over  again,  ^^** 
that  there  was  nc^t  the  leafl  trace  or  footftep  to  be  found 
pf  any  fijch  n^e  or  ti^e  as  that  ^i. Prejier  or  Prejbyter 

^  See  Ant.  Hift.  vol.  xviii.  p.  252.  *  Ibid.  p.  258. 

•  Geofg.  I.  *  Vid.  J.  die  Barros,  Decad.  3.  1. 4.    Dieg. 

DS  Co«T.  Godinoho,  1.  i. '&al.  ^  Id.  Chron.  Reg. 

£man.  c.  6.  Vid.&MtNDEz,  LoBo,  &  al.  ^  De  Barros^' 
Alf.  MeNDEz,  Almeyoa,  Tellez,  LuDotPH,  Goes,  Go* 
)>iNGi^O|  Hifl.  Etbiop.  Jarhic.  Thcfaar.  vol.  ii.c,  14.&  al.  plur. 

Johns  . 
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ydm, }  nor  tny  of  the  natives  that  IcBew,  or  had  (crer  heard 
of,  any  ^ynpensr  fo  ftiled  or  digoilied»  or  any  thing  in  their 
language  chat  bears  any  analogy  or  ailufion  to  it ;  but^  on  the 
contrary,  feem  to  be  furpriied,  to  hear  that  the  Portugueje 
bad  uken  that  unheardnif  notion  of  their  N^gus^  «or  empe- 
ror, and  his  dominions,  bdng  ftiied  Prefter  John^. 
Prefter  Oi^  the  other  hand,  it  appears  from  Marco  Pauh,   and 

JohnV  Wo'  oihtr  travelltrs,  that  there  was  fuch  a  great  and  potent  em- 
mniions  in  j^^  j^  j^^  whofe  fovereign  was  a  Chriftian,  and  was  ftiled 
^^'        the  Prefbyter  Johuy  but  was  a  Nejlorian,  and  fubjeft  in  fpi- 
rituals  to  the  patriarch  of  Sabykn ;  all  which  hath  been  fo 
fully  pro^d  by  the  learned  authors  quoted  above,  that  no* 
thidg  material  hath  been  fince  offered  by  the  other  fide  to 
ChriMiittu  difprove  it.     Of  thrfc  heretical  Chriftians,  or,  as  they  are 
fifSt.T\xQ'  commonly  called,  Chriftians  of  St,  Thomas^  or  of  the  moun- 
masthen.  taia«|  the  reader  may  fee  a  learned  and  fuccinfl  account  m 
the  relalion  of  the  patriarch  Dom,  Akx,  Monefes'%  journey 
through  thofc  parts,  by  Father  Ant,  de  Govea.    The  mon- 
arch above-mentioned  reigned  in  the  mountains  of  India '^ 
Prefter      and  his  name,  being  Jochannan,  which  in  the  Hebrewy  Syriac^ 
John  the   &c.  being  the  fame  which  the  Latins  and  Greeks  render  Jo* 
€ommon      annes,  and  we  Jolm,  was  the  conunon  name  of  all  the  mon-» 
"f^ff    archs  of  that  empire,  as  that  of  Pbaraoh  was  to  all  the  kings 
tbofiktffgs.^f  ggyP^r^  and  that  of  ^^r  to  all  the^wi^n  emperors,  isc. 
The  title  of  Prejier^  which  is  only  a  corruptiwi  or  abbrevia- 
tion of  that  of  prefbyter,  was  given  them,  it  feems,  on  ac- 
count of  their  having  the  crofs  carried  before  them,  in  tha 
Other  ar-  fame  manner  as  it  is  before  the  Romijh  bifliops.    To  thefe  an» 
gumttits  to  thorities  above-mentioned,  we  might  add  lome  others  men- 
fronte  it,    tioned  by  the  judicious  Du  Cange^  in  confutation  of  that  ex- 
ploded notion  of  AbiJJinia  being  die  country  or  dominions  of 
Prefter  John ;  viz,  aletter  from  Pope  Alexander  III.  ftill  ex- 
tant in  Raoul,  de  Dicet,  in  Matthew  Paris  and  Brompton^ 
^   written  ^i«.  ii 80  or  1 18 1,  to  the  monarch above-mendoned, 
*  infcribed,  by  that  pontif,  llluftri  et  magnifico  Indorum  regi, 
et  facerdotum  fanEiiffimo :  To  the  illuftrious  and  magnificent 
JohHy  Icing  di  InSa^  and  moft  holy  prieft.     A  fecond  from 
Ceofreyy  prior  of  the  Dominican  friers,  mentioned  likewife  by 
Matthew  Paris ;  and  a  third,  the  teftimony  of  William  of 
Tripoli^  quoted  by  Gerard  Mercator^  Marco  Paulo  (C),  Vin* 

cent 

*  Id.  ibid.  vid.  &  Lobo,  ap.   Le  Grand,  nbi  &p.  p.  233, 
^  C%%,    D«  Can6£,  Obferv.  on  JpiAviU.  &  al.  r  Seei 

A«c.  Hiftk  vol.  iii,  p.25o(E), 

( C )  This   famous   author*    cd  a  confid^rable  time  at  the 

wii^ofe  father  had  been  employ-    court  of  the-  Ch^  of  Tartarj^ 

\  froa\ 
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tent  de  BeautudSf  and  Sanuto,  all  of  whom  concur  ill  coofirai^ 
va%  die  contrary  op'mioDy  that  Pr^/ler  JobiCt  doBuaiofis  in 
qaeftion  are  no- where  to  be  ibttnd  bat  in  j^  %  dotwtthfland* 
ing  ail  the  fpedous  ^ofles  whkh  foutt  other  authors  have 
made  ufe  of  to  invalidate  fo  great  an  eviddoce^  Bnt  we  (hall 
remind  oor  readers  of  a  rnndi  ftronger  ftill,  and  whkh  we 
have  juft  hinted  at  in  a  former  valnme  f )  viz.  a  fbU  aoconnc 
of  that  Afiatic  prince,  hb  dominians,  tod  other  partkukrl^ 
from  indnbitabte  authority,  but  which  did  nm  carae  to  our 
hands  till  after  the  whole  hiftory  of  Afidy  whtine  it  properlf 
bdongs,  was  printed  off,  and  all  the  vdamcg  relating  to  ie 
completed  ;  upon  which  account  we  were  obliged  to  poftpone 
It  ft)  the  end  of  this  extenfire  worlc,  where  wb  ihaU  fnbjoia 
a  fupfdement  of  all  the  tnaterial  artides  WMch  m^y  have  beea 
omitted  or  overlooked  in  the  courfe^  this  Modern  Ui^ver£d 
Hiftory. 

The  next  queflion,  therefore,  that  natonilly  occurs,  b,  by  How  if 
what  miftake  or  artifice  it  eame  to  be  traodated  into  Afrkay^apu  to  h$ 
and  fixed  fo  pofitbdy  in  this  Ahijlnian  etofri*^  by  the  attthdra*"**? ^' . 
on  the  other  (li^  >   What  gave  the  firft  occafioa  to  it  wis,  ^"'?  A^*^* 
without  all  peradventnre,  owing  to  the  two  ilrft  pcrfbfta wtewi  ^^** 
John  II.  kiog  of  Portugal^  fent  into  Afta  in  fearch  of  ft*  Thia 
prhice,  as  well  as  fome  tA  his  predeceflovs^  having  conceived  - 

*  Dir  Cxlfoa  Notesoh  JolnviHeap.  LeOrand^  ubifap.p. tf4(^; 
U  feq.  f  Voi  Yku  p.  264,  ^  ^^ 

fx^om  whkh  he  returned  wtm  afterhis  death,  a  certain  jj^or^* 

1272,  an4  who  had  been  him*  or  Nsjlmampnc^f  named  Joimp 

felf  brought  «p  at  that  court,  Subdued  the  whole  country  ot 

and  had  been  iatraAed  by  that  Najantf  aufl  foon  after  the  whole 

prince  in  fome  confiderable  em-  eallem  empire  under  hi$  govem- 

pioyn^uts  during  the  fpace  of  ment ;  and  that  the  title  ofPre'^ 

t7  years,  fays  exprefly,   that  Jfer  was  given  him,  and  fliper- 

Vtig'cban^  who  was  defeated  by  added  to  that  df  king,  on  ac-^ 

oJ^his-^J^an,  W$Ls  Preftar  JfiJIfn.  count   of  his   priefthodd    (6).' 

Mtrc^et    likewife  affures  us.  This  khigd()m  the  alsove^mea* 

lipOB    the  tc^mony  of  Marco  tionod  Qfofirtj  aiirms  likewife 

PauWs  ^ther  and  ttnde^  who  ta  have  been  fituate  n^ ar  Artju- 

went  a  fecond  time  to  the  Cham  nia.     All  which  put  together^ 

ofTartary,  as  well  z&lf^illiam  and  added  to  the  authorities 

of  7V7^o//,w^o.pafred  with  them  quoted  above  in  the  text,  may 

mtD  Armenia^  that  about  the  be  r6a{<dnahly  thought  fufficient 
year  rogfi  Coirem  Chan  reigned  ^  to  fix  this  cnq)ire  in  Afia. 
overall  eafternw^^;  and  that 

(«)  m.  X^AoM^ff.  ^t*  Zi^^MilSt.  Mp^.  ft  as*,  ^M^  4r «/  M 
7  f^ 
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an  csttraordinaiy  defire  to  find  out  this  fo  much  cel^brateci^ 

empire,  in  order  to  enter  into  an  alliance  of  commerce  and 

nt  Por-  friend(hip  Mtdth  its  opul^t  monarch,  fent  two  of  his  fubjedl? 

toguefe     into  Jfia  by  land,  tto  get  what  information  they  could  abouc 

/end  two    it.     The  one,  called  Peter  Covillam,  after  a  long  and  fruidefs 

««» »«       fcarch  after  it,  being  returned  from  India  to  Kdyro,  found  there 

fiarc^  of  f^mg  memoir3  conveyed  thithor  by  Alphonfo  de  Payva^  the 

'^*  other  perfou  whom  that  monarch  had  difpatched  upon  thcf 

fame  errand,  but  was  dead  in  his  journey  withbut  having 

gained  any  certain  iutelligence  concerning  the  land  he  went . 

Covillam  '^^  fearch  of.    However,  whether  thefe  memoirs  furniftied 

imanms    ^^  >^^^  ^^^'^^  ^^^^^  towards  finding  it  in  this  Jhijinian,  or 

Jbehas       whether  mere  hazard  threw  them  in  his  way  during  his  ftay 

found  it     at  Adeniy  Suakem\  and  other  parts  Along  the  weftern  coafts  of 

hire.         the  Red  Sea,  he  there,  hciard  fo  much  taUc  of  the  Abiffimaji 

emperor,  in  whofe  dominions  he  was,  and  of  his  being  a 

Chriftian,  and  carrying  a  crofs  in  his  hand ;  that  his  fubjefbs 

were  all  fchifmatic  Cbriftians,  who  had  their  bifliops,  fecular 

and  regular  priefts,  fumptuous  churches,  abbeys,  monafte- 

ries,  and  other  traces  of  fuch  a  Chriftian  empire  as  he  was  in 

fearch  of,  none  of  which  had  fallen  in  his  way  in  any  of 

thofe  "parts  of  In^a  thro*  which  he  had  travelled,  he  wai 

eaifily  led  to  conclu^c>  that  he  Had  gone  upon  a  wrong  fcent ; 

and  that  this,  if  any,  muft  be  the  happy  fpot  fo  eageriy 

fought  for  by,  and  till  now  fo  little  known  to,  the  Portu^ 

guefe.     What  might  perhgps  ftill  more  confirm  him  in  this 

conjefture,  was,  that  the  emperors  of  this  country  were  all  of 

the  prieftly  order,  and  muft  be  ordained  before  they  could 

be  crowned  ;  and,  after  that,  ftill  continued  to  execute  the 

prieftly  fuaftions.    Whether  he  was  really  mifled  by  thefe 

appearances,  or  weary  of  fuch  a  painful  and  fruitlefs  fearch," 

or  fought  only  to  fave  his  charafter  by  impoling  upon  the 

king  of  Portugal^  we  will  not  determine ;  but  upon  this 

Sends        flight  foundation  he  immediately  wrote  to  that  monarch,  from 

'i^Jord  of  it  jQiyfQ^  whilft  he  made  himfelf  ready  to  take  a  journey  into 

00  Portu-  j^fhiopia,  to  make  fome  farther  difcoveries  to  give  his  notion. 

^*  •  a-ftill  greater  currency  both  at  that  court  and  other  parts  of 

Europe,  in  Which  he  fucceeded  even  beyond  his  expeftation. 

^^^»of ion  Yic^Q^g  news  being  ufually  rather  haftily  believed  than  fcru- 

t^M^^for  tinifed,   his  account  met  with  fuch  a  general  apprdbation 

current      ^here-ever   it  reached,    that    the  Abyffinian  monarch  wai 

'^ '        every-where  dubbed  ai^d  proclaimed  the  true  Prefter  John^ 

and  that  of  Ajid  to  be  a  fuppofitidous  one,  owing  perhaps 

probably  to  the  inattention  of  the  authors  o  i  the  other  fide, 

aiid  their  not  confidering  that  AbiJJinia  is  frequently  called 

India  in  //ric^  ox/ifrican  India,    However  that  be,  by  this? 

pretend^ 
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preteaded  difcovery  o£  Cevillam,  the  real  Pnjier  John  was 
foQQ  buried  in  oblivion^  not  only  in  Portugal^  but  all  over 
Europe^  aod  the  fuppofititious  ooe  cried  up  and  prochumed 
in  his  room. 

What  feems  to  have  farther  contributed  to  confirm  this 
latter  in  thefe  his  fuppofed  dominions,  is,  that  Marco  Paulo ^ 
ipakes  his  Prefter  John  to  have  had  hb.  ufuai  refidcncc  at 
Jrkikoy  a  fea-port  upon  the  coaft  of  the  RedSea^  and  is  the 
firft  town  in  Jbijfmia  on  that  fide,  but  fmce  taken  by  the 
Turks.  This  is  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  notion  of 
his  reigning  in  the  Jjiatic  India,  much  lefs  in  the  kingdom  of 
Cbatay,  becaufe  thefe  two  are  at  as  great  a  diftance  from  each 
other  as  Portugal  is  from  Peru.  To  this  we  may  add,  thztandisjfiii 
both  the  kingdom  of  Chatay,  which  is  fuppofed  the  {kmtbeiiiveda' 
Chriilian  empire  mentioned  by  S»  Jntonint  biChop  of  Fhrence^^^fgibim. 
hath  been  fince  fought  for  with  fo  much  toil  and  labour  by 
fiich  numbers  of  travellers,  efpeciolly  the  miffionaries,  thro* 
every  part  of  Jjia,  and  to  fo  little  purpofe,  fo  many  men* 
ftrous  lies  written  and  publifhed  about  it,  that  the  very  np- 
tion  of  any  fuch  monarchy  hath  been  long  fince  given  up  as 
chimerical  by  the  far  greater  part  of  them  ;  or,  at  moft,  that 
there  remains  nothing  at  prefent  in  all  thofe  eaftern  parts  but 
the  bare  names  of  the  fields  on  which  this  celebrated  Cathay 
ftood,  and  its  emperor  Prefter  John  once  reigned  * ;  thougk 
Ijhere  are  ftill  many»  efpecially  among  the  Portuguefe,  who 
firmly  believe  that  this  famous  kii^dom  will  one  time  or  other 
be  ducovered  and  come  to  light  again  f . 

Thus  far  goes  the  account  which  thofe  learned  authors 
above  quoted  give  us  of  the  firft  introdu^lion  of  this  hew 
title  into  Abiffimay  which  is  the  point  we  were  mofl  con- 
cerned about  in  this  chapter,  and  about  which  they  all  unani- 
moufly  declare  their  opinion,  that  both  CoviUam  and  Payva, 
who  feem  the  firfl  broachers  of  that  notion,  were  certainly 
mifbdcen.    However,  as  there  are  fUll  very  many,  efpeciaUy^^jw^r/tf-' 
amoi^  the  miffionary  fathers,  who  flill  perfifl  in  the  opiniony^ff'  «/- 
that  there  is  no  Prejler  John  to  be  found  put  of  the  Abiffi-  ifgedfsr 
nian  dominions,  fofome  of  them  have  muftered  upfeveral^* 
frefh  teftimonies,  which,  if  authentic,  do  at  leafl  prove  that  Abiflinia 
thofe  emperors  were  acknowleged  by  the  title  of  Prefter  John  allowed  t9 
fome  fcore  years  before  thofe  two  gentlemen  wrote  any  thing  ^^Prefler 
about  it  to  the  king  of  Portugal.    Of  this  nature  is  a  letter  John'/^»^ 
from  the  grand  mailer  oURhodis  to  xi^i^Frencb  king  Charles  Wl.hf^^  Co- 
in which  he  informs  that  monarch  of  the  dreadful  overthrow  ^"^*°*' 

»  Jcfoits  Travels,  by  Balth.  Telle?,  ch.  i.        f  Seethe 
ktterin  Li  Gramd^s  diiTcrtacion  on  Preiter  Jahn^  p.  245,5?  feq« 

wbicli 
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nrfakh  tlus  emperor,  \rhom  he  ftiles  Prejhyter  Johannes^  In- 
dsnttsm  knperat^r^  had  given  to  the  Turks,  &c.  which  lettcar 
bears  date  July  3d,  j^.  D.  144^.  whereas  thofe  two  gentle- 
men were  not  fent  in  fearch  of  that  empire  till  an.  1477- 
But»  bdides  that  the  contents  of  that  letter  are  contradi^ed 
liy  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times  ^  if  the  title  of  Prefter  John 
was  fo  long  before  Imown  to  bdong  to  this  AbiJJinian  empe^ 
for,  what  need  was  there  for  fending  Covtllam  and  Payva  ta 
fcek  for  him  fo  far  into  InHa  ?  and  why  to  fearch  for  his  Ao* 
minions  as  for  an  empire  altogether  unknown  to  them,  asi 
netmpro-  weU  as  to  thofe  that  font  ihem  ?  Tlie  fame  objeftion  will  hold 
Militj  of^^xt  (bon^y  againft  what  is  urged  from  the  letter  of  Pope 
^*  Alexander  to  that  prince,  which  we  have  mentioned  a  litde 

higher,  and  rf  fottie  otters  ui^ed  on  the  fame  fubjeft ;  for 
they  being  ftlU  of  much  older  date  than  that,  makes  it  ffiH 
more^ncredible  that  his  title  (hould  have  been  known  fo  long 
before  at  Rsimey  and  yet  be  fo  far  a  fecret  to  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, as  to  fend  fo  far  off  to  find  it  out ;  and,  ftill  more,  that 
his  two  mfeflcngers  fhouM  travel  fo  far  forward  and  backward 
before  they  could  fucceed  in  their  fearch.  But  we  have  dwelt 
f,  LoboV  ]oi^  enough  upon  this  trite  fubjeft ;  and  ftiall  now  clofc  it 
tonjeSlure  ^jf^  ^  fmgular  €onjcfture  of  Father  L^ho,  concerning  the  ori- 
abaut  the  ^^  ^  ^^^  priefty  title,  as  it  is  related  by  Thevrnot,  to  whom 
^hl'"'/  ^^^«»*^tt°«^^«d  '^^f  "^^^^^^  ^s  to  this  effeft  ;  That  the  Ahif- 
Jinians  were  very  fond  of  making  pilgrimageis  to  the  J^oly 
land,  and  more  particularly  about  the  time  in  which  the 
French  were  engaged  in  their  wars  with  the  Saracens  in  Afia ; 
fo  that  by  their  frequent  converfing  with  the  French  miffion- 
aries  about  their  refpeftive  countries,  government,  drr.  they 
might  probably  enhance  the  grandeur  of  their  monarch  by 
joining  the  priefthood  to  the  other  pompous  dignities  which 
that  prince  was  poffefled  of;  and  thefe  miffionaries  might  be- 
come the  firft  propagators  of  it  in  Europe  :  which  conjeftare, 
whether  ■w'ell  founded  or  not,  doth  at  leaft  plainly  intimate,. 
that  that  good  father,  than  whom  none  was  better  acquainted 
with  that  empire,  .could  find  out  no  other  original  for  this 
new  title  of  Prefter  John,  than  that  of  his  brethren  of  the  J^o^ 
hand,  and  therefore  makes  no  difficulty  to  ftile  them  the  folc-y 
authors  of  it  ^  3| 

The  hinP''  ^^  ^^'"^^  ^'^^^  *^  S**^^  our  readers  a  defcription  of  the  feveral 
dom  of  kingdoms  which  ftill  compofe  this  great  monarchy ;  and  fhaH 
Tigre  Je-  begin  with  that  oiTigre,  ovTigra,  as  the  largeft  and  the  mpft 
fcrihed. 

^  Sec  the  letter  in  the  Specilcgium  Patr.  p.  556,  &  in  La 
Or AWD,  Diflcrt.  4.  du  Prefre  Jean,  p.  24J,  k  fcq.  «  *!,» 

CaAKi),  ^iiiip.  p.  i33»lr  14<>.  , 

conliderabl^ 
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coafiderable  in  all  refpe^ts,  and  ts  it  is  the  oeareft  to  the  Rid 

Sea,  and  the  Turkijb  dominions  and  conquefts.     It  hath  A^-  Kingdom 

lia  or  Smaar  on  the  north  ;  the  fea  above-mentioned  on  the  e^  a  igre» 

eaft;  the  kingdoms  of  Angot  and  Dancali  on  the  foath ;  «^' ^^^  ^ 

and  thofe  of  DambuL  and  Bagamitukr  on  the  weft.    Its  ^'''^^* 

ki^  from  north  to  fouth,  which  is  taken  from  Mdzowa. 

(D),  or  ArkikOy  now  belonging  to  the  Turki,  to  the  defart  v 

of  Moba  and  moviVXSement,  is  computed  about  300  Italian 

miles;  and  its  breadth^  from  the  fame  defart  to  the  province 

of  Bui,  about  half,  or,  according  to  others,  almoft  the  fame  *.    - 

What  rendered  this  kingdom  ftiU  more  confiderable  before  ]j4etrofoUi 

the  lofs  of  its  two  ports  menti<Hied  in  the  laft  note,  was  its  ofhxaoA^ 

metropolis^  of  Jxum,  or  Axumay  which  was  likewife  that  of 

the  whole  empire,  and  the  place  where  its  monarchs  repaired 

to  be  crowned.     We  have  formerly  given  an  account  of  its 

fituatioD,  ftately  rtiins,  commerce,  and  other  particulars*,  from 

Which  one  may  judge  of  its  former  opulence,  though  it  is 

BOW  reduced  to  a  poor  village,  fcarcely  aiTordihg  fhelter  to  ///  ruinsi 

to  haadred  inhabitants  ;  yet,  ruined  as  it  is,  the  Ahijfmian 

toonarchs  are  ftill  obliged  to  receive  their  crown  there. 

About  halC  a  degree  fouth-weft  of  Axuma^  or,  as  the  Frcmona, 
fortuguefe  corruptly  write  it,  Cathumo,  or  Cachumo,  (lands  '^^  refi- 
the  town  of  Madgoga^  fo  called  formerly  from  the  murmuring  denceofihi 
Bdife  of  a  neighbouring  rivulet.     It  hath  lince  received  the  7'M^** 
aame  of  fremona  from  the  Jefuit  mifBonaries,  who  had  thdr 
rcfidence  in  it,  on  account  of  one  Father  Frumentius,  the 

'  Tbllez,  Ludolph,  Lobo,  &  a1.  *  Ant.  Hift. 

vok  xviii.  p.  26 1 ,  3 1 9,  ( H ) .    Vtd.  &  aa£t.  fup.  cttat, 

(D)  Masconvay    Matzua^    or  iiip  this  kingdom  extends  itfelf 

Mofua,  is  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  about  ii   or  12  leagues  along 

Rid  Sea,  ^over-againft  Arkiko  ;  the  coaft,  as  far  as  Dafalo,  an^ 

whidi  laft  is  the  firft  fea- port  other  fea-port,  but  lefs  frequen- 

beloflging  to  the  continent  of  ted  on  account  of  its  Ihallow- 

"             It   was  formerly    a  ncfs.     But  even  this  the  7*ri/ 


very  confiderable  place,    and  have  maJe  theiiifelves  ma(ler» 

liesundelr  the  15th  degree  of  of,  and  thereby  deprive  the  if*f//. 

N.  latitude  ;  but  the  7urks  have  Jiman  empire  of  the  only  two 

fifl^  deprived  the  emperors  of  harbours  ic  had ;  which  is  juftly 

this  valuable    and  convenient  reckoned  an  invaluable  lofs  ta 

harbour,  the  bed  on  the  whole  it,  as  ha(h  been  lately  hinte4 

coaft.    From  Mazowa,  or  Ar*  (5). 

(5)  De  hisy mJ^^TelUiCi  Ud^l^b,  Almtyda,  Uh,  Ptnctt,  Sf  ai  fUr,    Sh  *lfi. 
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firft  of  their  order  that  came  into  thefe  parts.     This  pkce 
became  Hill  more  celebrated  by  the  long  refidence  and  death 
ot  Father  Andrea  de  Oviedoi  fent  thither  patriarch  of  Ethio- 
pia by  the  pope  ;  flnce  whofe  death  it  ftill  continued  the  refi- 
dence and  feminary  of  all  the  miilionarie^  of  that  order  who 
came  into  Abijpnia,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  lofl  their  lives 
for  the  caufe  they  came  to  preach  there,  the  fupremacy  of  the 
church  and  pope  of  Romef  until  their  final  expulfion  out  of 
that  whole  empire,  of  which  we  ihall  give  an  account  in  its 
proper  place.     Other  cities  or  towns  are  very  few  and  mean, 
both  in  this  kingdom,  and  every-where  through  the,  whok 
empire.     This  of  Fremona  hath  been  found  to  fland  iii  14 
degrees  and  half  of  N.  latitude,  and  the  whole  Jcingdom 
lies  between  the  13  th  and  i6th  of  the  fame,  being  reckoned 
Divijion    x)f  about  the  fame  extent  with  that  of  Portugal.     It  hath,  ac- 
of  that      cording  to  the  patriarch  Mendez,  44  governments  under  it; 
hngdom,    j^^j.^  according  to  Mr.  Liidolph^i  only  27,  befides  feven  mari- 
time ones,  which  are  difmembered  from  it,  and  have  govern-  . 
ors  of  their  own,  whom  they  ftile  Bahrnagajh^  that  isj  over* 
feers  or  fuperiutendants  of  the  fea ;  which  prefeftures,  how- 
ever, are  not  to  be^  looked  upon  as  fo  many  diitinft  govern- 
ments, feeing  one  Barnagajh  may,  and  hath  fometimes  two 
or  three  of  them  under  his  command  ;  fo  that,  according  to 
the  laft  author,    this  kingdom,    or  viceroyalty  rather,  can 
have,  at  the  moft,  no  more  than  34  diftrifts  or  governments 
under  it.     How  thefe  different  governments  are  regulated^ 
will  be  feen  in  a  fubfequent  feftion,  to  avoid  repetitions ; 
Talfely      and  we  ftiaii  only  add,  that  the  extent  of  this  kingdom,  and 
fpht  tnto    variety  of  its  governments^^  hath  in  all  probability  been   th€» 
Jour  king"  ^^^^  ^^^f^  ^^j^y  f^^g  geographers  have  fplit  it  into  no  lefs- 
'^*         than  four  diftinft  ones  in  their  maps,  one  of  which  they  call 
Tigrayy  which  they  place  near  the  line .;  a  fecond  in  ten  de* 
grees  north,  which  they  call  Tygre\  between   thefe  two   a 
third,  called  by  them  Tigra  Mahoa ;  and  a  fourth  ftill  far- 
ther, on  which  is  that  of  the  Bahrnagajb  above-mentioned  g, 
Angot  Contiguous  to  Tigre^  on  the  louth,  is  the  kingdom  of 

kingdom     4^gotj  formerly  rich  and  fertile,  but  now  almoft  mined  by 
ruined.       the  Gallas^  who  have  difpofleflfed  the  Abijfmian  emperors  of 
the  greateft  part  of  it ;  and  the  fmall  remains  they  have  left 
them  have  hardly  any  thing  worth  mentioning,  except  the 
jpoverty  of  its  inhabitants* 

^  Lib.  i.  c.  3.  «  Travels  of  the  Jefuits,  from  Tel- 

iEz,'c.  2.  p.  9.    LuDOLPH,  Davity,  Dapper,  &  al. 

That 
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That  6f  Bagameder  (E),  or  Bagamedri,  Iki  weft  of  that  Baguqe^ 
of  Ttgrey  and  rtins  aimoft  contiguous  to  it,  extending  itfelf  deri/arj* 
from  it  quire  to  the  Nik.    Its  length  is  computed  to  be  about  ^*^>  ''* 
60  leagues,  and  its  breadth  to,  but  was  formerly  much  more  **'^'- 
extenfive,  feveral  of  its  provinces  having  been  difmembered 
from  it,  and  joined  to  that  of  Tigre.     A  great  part  of  it  ifr 
very  mountainous  and  rocky,  efpecially  towards  the  eaft, 
which  is  moiUy  inliabited  by  thofe  wild  nations  mentioned 
m  thelaft  note.     Some  tovms,  tho'  much  decayed,  there  are 
ftill  left  in  this  kingdom  ;  particularly  the  metropolis  of  its 
name,  where  the  viceroy  is  obliged  to  go  and  receive  a  freOx 
ctown,  befides  that  with  which  he  is  crowned  at  the  empe* 
ror's  court.    Thjs  town^  which  is  in  all  other  refpefts  in- 
confiderable,  is  felted  on  the  fmall  river  Bachlo,  or-  Baxillo^ 
^ich  divides  this  kingdom  from  that  of  Atnhara^  on  the 
fonth  fide  of  it :  the  others  are  ftill  lefs  worth  notice.    It  is 
divided  into  13  governments,  moft  of  them  fertile,  and  well 
watered  by  fmall  rivers,  beiides  the  Bachlo  above-mentioned, 
particnlarly  the  thkd  in  rank,  named  Dahr  5  which  Ludolph's 
Gregory  compares  to  Germany  on  thofe  two  accounts  \ 

The  kingdom  of  Amara,  or  Amhara^  is  contiguous  to  Kingdom^f 
BagameiUr  on  the  fcmth,  and  is  divided  by  the  Nils  from  Amhara^ 
that  rf  Vojam  on  the  weft  fide.     It  is  computed  to  extend  '^h  '^^ 
itfelf  about  40  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  is  confidered  as  ^^.^rfi  */ 
the  moft  noble  and  honourable  in  the  whole  empire,  upon  * 
feveral  accounts :  Fu-ft,  As  it  is  the  nfual  refidence  of  the 
^ffinian  monarchs,  and  confequently  of  the  chiefeft  of  the 
mobility.    2.  On  the  account  of  its  peculiar  dialed,  different  Its fecuHat 
from  all  the  reft,  and,  by  a  tiew  line  of  Emperors  brought  up  dialed. 
'^  it,  is  fince  become  that  of  the  whole  court,  and  of  the 
IK)liter  part  of  the  empire.    Here  ftand  likewife  the  two 
6«ied  rocks  of  Guechortj   or  Guex^n,  and  Ambacely  where 
thipiioces  of  the  blood  were  formerly  confined  and  educated. 
^Uy>  This  kingdom  is  looked  upon  as  the  centre  of  the 

^  Lib.  i.  c.  3.     Vid.  k  Tbllez,  JLobo,  k  al.  fup.  citat* 

f    (fi)  SocaUedy  we  aie  told,  wlldorwanderaDgidf|ftfj/x»CiiJ7^}, 

^  tlic  vaft  numbere  of  (beep  and  Caffres^  are  the  chief  breed- 

tbt  are  bred  in  it  ;  Medtr&gnu  en  of  them  ;  thofe  mountains 

fying  land  or  earth,  and  Beg  a  affording  great  plenty  of  aro- 

vep  (6).    We  may  add,  that  matic  herbs  to  brouze   upon, 

tk  mountainous  parts,  which  which  ^ives  their  flelh  an  excel* 

Ire  moftly  inhabited   by  the  lent  tafte  and  flavour  (7). 

r*;  Vti,  Lohi  ep,  Le  Grand  Diffeti.  3.  At  Nih, p,  109.  (t)  U,  ih'td. 

^  ^  LMpb,  Lib*  u  €.  3*    Ptntft,  tt  aL  fyp,  tUau 
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empire;  and,  though  fmall  in  comparifon  of  £bme  others» 
hath  neverthclefs  no  fewer  than  thirty-fix  difirifts  or  govern- 
Boents,  but  concerning  which  we  can  j&nd  little  elfe  but  their 
names,  which,  the  curious  may  fee  in  Ludo^H"^  hiftory  K 
Kfigaom       Farther  weft  ftill,  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Nile,  is 
^Gojam.  the  celebrated  one  of  Gojaniy  which  is  almoft  furrounded  on. 
every  fide  by  that  river,  excepting  only  pn  the  north-eaft  fide, 
where  it  is  inclofed  by  the  Dentbean  lake ;  on  which  account, 
as  hath  been  hinted  a  little  higher,  it  is  now  judged  by  moft 
karned  to  be  the  ifland,  or  rather  peninfiila,  of  Meroe  ^.  Its 
length,  from  north-weft  to  fouth-eaft,  is  fomewhat  above  50 
leagues ;  and  its  breadth,  from  eaft  to  weft,  where  it  is  broad- 
Surround'  eft,  about  30.     Both  thefe  fides  are  bounded  by  the  Nikf 
ed  by  the   which,  taking  its  fpring  at  near  the  middle  diftance  between 
Nile.        them,  and  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the  kingdom,  as  we  have 
elfewhere  flxewn',  furreunds,  and  as  it  were  intrenches  k 
every  way  by  the  ovalcompafs  it  takes  about  it,  in  return  for 
its  ^ving  birth  to  it. 
The  country  is  fertile,  but  much  higher  and  mountainous 
ilgarens,  towards  the  middle,  and  thofe  heights  are  moftly  inhabited 
tind  other  by  a  people  faid  to  be  the  defcendants  of  Jgar^  Abraham'^ 
nations,  in  Egyptian  maid.     The  north-weft  part  of  the  kingdom  is 
it.  likewife  mountainous,  and  inhabited  by  the  Agaus  or  Agaux^ 

but  dilEarent  from  thofe  of  the  fame  name  who  live  in  the 
mountains  of  Luftay  and  waged  a  long  and  bloody  war  againft 
Soltan  Seguc3,  from  whom  they  had  revolted.     Thefe,  we 
are  fpeaking  of,  dwell  moftly  about  the  fpring-heads  of  the 
Nile^  and  fpread  themfelves  a  great  way.  They  profefs  Chrif- 
tianity,  but  are  much  addicted  to  idolatry  and  fuperftition « 
In  other  rcfpefts  they  are  not  unlike  the  AbiJJinians  '*.     We 
ftiall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  fome  of  thefe  ftupeadou9 
tews  oft    miountains,  among  the  natural  rareties  of  the  empire.     We 
ihe  north  2Jre  told  that  fome  of  the  higheft,  towards  the  north  part  of 
jw^»«/tf/«/. this  kingdom,  are  inhabited  by /^vj ;  but  we  are  more  apt 
to  believe  them  to  be  fome  of  the  antient  race  of  AbiJJinians^ 
who  ftill  retain  the  old  Jawijb  rites  j  for  though  it  be  fcaitrel] 
doubted,  that  there  are  great  numbers  of  Jews  difperfed 
through  the  whole  empire ",  as  they  are  every-where  elfe 
yet  they  are  feldom  known  to  prefer  fuch  dcfart  hsA^itattoni 
before  the  more  inhabited  plains  and  places  of  commerce 
neither  is  it  likely  they  would  ehufe  to  ftay  to  bleach  them 

*  Lib.  i.  c.  3.  S.  8,  &  fcq.  k  See  before,  p.  26. 

^  Sec  Antient  Hill.  vol.  i.  p.  407,  &  feq.  xViii.  p.  iS^,  Sr  ttK, 
^  Tell^z,  Echinard,  Lofio,ap.  Le  Graiid,  ubi  fap.  I>iflei 
2.  p.  2024  »^j5ee  BsNj..  pb  Tvoila  Itincrar. 

felv. 
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felres  on  thofe  iahofpitabkt  rocks,  unlefs  w«  fuppoTe  forae 
rich  mines  to  lie  hid  amonj^  them>  which  keep  them  more  prb« 
fitably  employed. 

This  kingdom  coauins  twenty  diftrifts  or  governmehts ;  a  Covem- 
greater  number  of  heathens  than  any  othfsr  in  the  empire' o.  »'*''• 
Northward  of  Gq/am  lies  that  of  Demteo,  which  is  parted  Dembea 
from  it  by  the  lake  of  its  own  name  and  the  Mk,  and  is  one  defcrihtd* 
of  theiiatteft  countries  in  all  Jbifftnia ;  on  which  aoeopnt  it  is 
frequendy  overflow^  by  both,  as  well  as  by  othpr  rivers  . 
which  flow  from  the  mountains  into  them.     It  is  not  abo^re  f  ^*"*' 
24  kagues  in  length,  from  eaft  to  weft  ;  and  about  li  or  13 
HI  breadth,  cxclufive  of  its  lake.     But  if  we  add  this  to  it,  Lah. 
'  wMch  is  large  enough  to  be  filled  by  the  inhabitants  the  fea 
of  Dembea,  and  fpreads  itfelf  along  the  fouthern  and  fouthr 
(aft  fide  of  it,  it  will  have  abovts  double  that  extent  from 
north  to  fouth  '*.     It  hath  fome  mountains  of  an  extraotdi- 
aary  height,  the  chief  of  which  we  (hall  defcribe  ip  then- 
proper  place.     Son^e  geographers  IJkewife  mention  fevei"al7iw«;«/, 
confiderable  cities,  and  a  good  number  of  towns ;  and  yet 
Mr.  Ludolph,  or  his  Abiffinian  abbot,  mentions  none  of  the 
former,  and  but  that  of  Gubuy  or  Cubai,  among  the  latter, 
which  he  fays  is  the  queen's  refidence,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
«nperor  whenever  he  leaves  the  camp  "^  (F), 

However  that  be,  this  kingdom  is  ftill  conflderable,  Qt\ 
Kcount  of  its  having  been  the  chief  one  in  which  the  Abtffi^ 
pan  monarchs  made  th^ir  ufual  refidence,  or  kept  their  prin- 
dpal  camp  and  court,  in  the  time  of  the  patriarch  Mendez^ 
Ito  whoni  the  emperor  Segued  gave  th?  whole  territory  of 

^  Vid.  Tellez,  &  al.  fup.  ptat.  Luoolph,  1.  i.  c.  9.  §,  19. 
CoDiG.  1.  i.  c.  4.  P  lid.  ttbi.  Tap.     Vid.  Cqrnsil, 

uMARTi9i£R£,5f  j^.  ^  Lii:?.  ii.  c.  i|.    Vid.  ^  Ca- 

DIG.  lib.  i.  c.  4. 

(P)  Thofe  geograpkers  Have  others  bailt  by  the  Portuguejk 

<loQe  tl|e  f^me  by  alnnQfl  every  miiEonaries  ;  and  we  fhall  have 

ki&gdom  we  have  dready  fpo-  occaiion  to  obferve  in  its  pro- 

ken  of,  as  wf  11  as  by  feme  others  per  place,  that  this  is  by  far 

t^atare  to  follow  ;  and  yet  Mr.  the  moil  probable,  both  froni 

I«6//i&*s  Gr^^^r^r  afTares  us,  that  the  genias  and  caftom  of  the 

tkere  are  not  aboye  ^vt  or  fij^  AhiJJinians^  and  from  the  tefti* 

towns  in   the    who^e   empire^  mony  of  thofe  miiru)naries  whq 

wordi  taking  notice  pf,  include-  appear  to  be  heft  agquaintej 

IBg  the  metropolis  As^uma^  now  with  this  empire. 
mA,  roiaed    (8),    and  fome 

•^(8)  5#f i«/«r#, /.  33.    Ludo^pb.  £thiof,   Liu  (,Ji. 

c  3  ^n/^oh 
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Anfras^  in  order  to  induce  the  Jefuits  and  him  to  fettle  ia 

it ;  who  accordingly  built  fome  ftatejy  churches  and  monafte-> 

ries,  which,  together  with  the  royal  palace,  greatly  added  to 

the, magnificence  of  that  kingdom.    The  viceroy  of  it  hath 

14  prcfeftures  under  himi  and  ^akes  the  title  of  viceroy  of 

Dembea  Cantiba ;  but  on  what  account  our  authors  do  oot 

t^U  us  ^     The  natural  and  artificial  rareties  helongipg  to  it 

will  be  mentioned  in  the  fequel,  under  their  proper  head. 

The  iing'       T^HE  laft  kingdom  worth  taking  notice  of  is  thai  of  Narea, 

^  ^f     xxc'Enarea^  which  is  the  far  theft  and  laft  of  them  all,  being 

•^3  ^''  ^^*^^  under  the  9th,  and  part  of  the  8th,  degree  of  N, 

firibeii     latitude,  and  tender  the  30th  and  31ft  of  W.  longitude.     It 

was  formerly  governed  by  its  own  njonarcha,  who,  as  well 

^wqutrei  as  their  fvibjefts,  were  heathens  ;  but,  bqipg  fincc  conquered 

and  con-    by  the  ^m^^xoT  Saghedy  or  Segued^  fomcwhat  above  a  ccn- 

-^erttd.      Jury  ago,  as  will  be  fee^  in  the  fequel,  were  obliged  to  ^mr-^ 

trace  Chriftianity,  with  aU  the  errors  of  the  Jbijfinian  church ; 

for,  till  then,  no  Jefuit  or  miffionary  bad  penetrs^ted  into  their 

territories.     But  there  is  ftill  a  confiderable  part  of  it  unfuh-> 

dued,  and  perhaps  unconverted ;  for  that  which  is  fo,  cX" 

tends  hardly  above  30  or  40  leagues  on  cither  way.     How-. 

IRich  and  ever,  the  whole  kingdom  is  reckoned  rich  and  fertile,  pro- 

fertiU :      ducing  great  plenty  and  vaft  quantities  of  cattle,  and  driving 

rich  trade  a  very  confiderable  commerce  with  the  Caffres^  who  bring, 

^th  the   thither  abundance  of  gold,  which  they  exchange  for  clonics, 

waiFres.    ^^^  ^^^  other  commodities. 

The  Nareans  are,  even  by  the  JbiJJinians  themfelves,  at- 
lowed  to  be  the  beft  and  handfomeft  people  in  all  EthioJ>ia  ', 
They  arc  tall,  ftout,  and  well-fhaped ;  and,  in  their  dealings, 
honeft,  wife,  faithful,  and  undifguifed.  They  are  alfo  brave 
,  and  warlike,  and  have  always  gallantly  defended  their  coun- 
try againft  the  incurfions  of  the  wild  and  barbarous  Oallas, 
though  thefe  have  proved  ftrpng  and  numerous  enough  to 
fubdue  above  half  the  JbiJ^nian  empire.  The  tribute  they 
pay  to  the  Abiffinian  emperor  feems  rather  to  proceed  from 
^  their  loyalty,  than  any  force  or  obligation ;  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  they  receive  no  j^ftance  from  him  againft  >hofe  com- 
Xtion  invaders ;  neither,  pn  the  other,  doth  h?  keep  any  ftand- 
|Dg  forces>  garrifons,  pr  fortreffes,  to  niajntain  them  in  awe  :  . 
and,  ftiould  he  moreover  have  occafion  to  do  fo  at  any  time, 
he  would  find  it  a  very  difficult  tafk,  being  feldpm  known  tQ 
have  any  to  fpare,  on  account  pf  t|ie  frequent  revolts  which 

'  LvDOLPH,  1. 11.  c.  17,  18,  *  See  Abbot  Gr ECO ttv 

^p.  Ludolp'h,  ).  i.  c.  3.  J.  ij,    Vid.  ^TtLL^z,  L0B9,  &  al. 
}"i>J>.  9itft^ 
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bappen  la  the  heart  of  the  empire ;  and,  if  he  had,  they  muft 
be  obliged  to  pais  through  fomc  of  the  territories  of  thofe 
barbarians.    This  kingdom  is  f^d  by  fome  authors  to  have 
mines  of  gold ;  but  that  probably  is  owing  to  the  great  quan- 
tity pf  that  metal  which  the  neighbouriog  Caffres  bring  into 
it;  which  they  would  hardly  do,  if  the  Nareans  had  any 
fach  rich  mines  of  it ;  ui^efs  we  will  fuppofe,  as  is  moftr  Gold 
likely  the  cafe,  that  they,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other  king-  mines^ 
doflj^of  this  empire,  defignedly  conceal,  and  forbear  feek- 'w^ '^^^- 
ing  for  them,  left  the  fame  of  them  (hould  move  the  Turks ^  uaUd. 
or  the  pluadering  Gallas^  to  invade  them,  as  they  have  fre- 
qneatly  endeavoured  to  do,  and  deprive  them  at  once  of 
to  liberty,  and  of  the  moft  valuable  product  of  their  coun- 
try.   Thus  much  fhall  fuffice  for  the  moft  confiderable  king- 
doms that  are  ftill  fubjeft  to  the  Jb\ffinian  emperors  ^ 

The  provinces  that  continue  to  obey  them  are  ftill  in  a  The  fad 
Vorfe  cafe  than  thofe*  kingdoms,  being  not  only  h^vily  t2i'KtAflateofthe 
by  thofc  princes,  and  cruelly  pppr^ffed  by  their  governors,  frovinccs* 
l)ut  likewife  very  much  ruinated  by  the  Gallas  ;  as  are  feveral  ^"^  ''*•    , 
of  thofe  other  kingdoms  who  have  revolted  from  their  obe-  yj 
dience,  or  been  fubdued  by  fome  neighbouring  ftates,  fuch  ^^^  ^^* 
f»5  the  Turk^  the  king  of  Adel^  and  others  at  war  with  the 
AhiJJinian  monarchs ;  in  all  which  there  is  little  elfe  to  be 
fcfl  but  poverty  and  mifery  among  the  fubjefts,  and  griping 
avarice  among  thofe  that  govern  them,  as  may  be  feen  in 
alffioft  every  page  of  the  Jefuits  travels  through  thofe  coun*- 
tries'*.    But  as  we  have  had  fo  frequent  occafion  to  mention  The  Gal- 
tjiofe  Gallas,  Gallic  or  BalK  ^s  they  are  ftiled,  who  have  made  las,  witfl, 
fach  dreadful  havock  here,  it  will  not  be  improper,  before  ^^d 
we  go  farther,  to  give  our  readers  fome  account  of  thofe  plun-  *^^^»^f  • 
dering  barbarians,  efpecially  as  they  have  got  pofleffion  of  fo 
confiderable  a  ihare  of  this  empire,  and  Jiave  now  in  fome 
fenfe  acquired  a  large  part,  if  not  by  far  the  largeft  part  of  it. 
For  the  better  underftandlng  of  which,  we  muft  here  take 
notice,  that  th^y  are  divided  intq  eaftern,  foathern,  and  weftr 
ern,  according    tg  tlicir  fituation  with  refpeft  to  AHjJinia, 
The  eaftern  are  feated  along  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom  oi Their  con* 
^igre  and  Dancali,  and  have  feized  the  greateft  part  of  this  f «c/^^  ^"^ 
Jaft,  together  with  thofe  oi  Angot,  Dcnvaro,  Olfale'yXoa,  &c./^''^^' 
The  fouthern  extend  themfelves  along  the  river  Hoax,  or,  as  ^^*^^^' 
Mr,  Ludolph  calls  it,  Howas,  from  the  frontiers  of  the  king- 
dom of  Adel  wellward,  and  have  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
4e  greateft  part  of  the  kingdoms  of  Gomar^  Bergumo,  Gu: 

*  Tellez,  Almeyda,  Ludolph,  &  al.  fup.  citat.        ■  Vjd. 
iflt.  id.  A^PHQNSo,  Mendez,  LoBO,^  al. 

C    4  ragea^. 
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tagHt^  CdtMaie,  Ganza^  Ceuta^  Damota  or  Dumuf,  &c.  The 

weftcrfi  fpread  themfdves  all  along  the  river  Maleg^  wher^ 
they  ppflefs  thofe  of  Bizamo^  part  of  Xaa  or  Skewa^  Caffat^ 
Conga^  and  fome  part  of  that  of  Cojam  on  the  weft ;  but 
how  far  Mp  northwards,  towards  I^caia,  we  are  not  told  ^. 
Thus  far  hsbd  thcfe  wil4  people  not  only  difmerahered  this  great 
empire  of  a  confiderable  number  of  its  provinces,  but  likewif^ 
hedged  it  clofdy  in  OA  three  fides  in  the  time  of  the  Portu- 
Thmpi*"  giiefe  firft  coming  thither  ;  and  how  far  they  have  encroached 
rors'want  ii^to  it  after  their  expuliion,  from  which  time  thofe  emperors 
offhrc^  ta  became  ftill, weaker,  and  lefs  able  to  fupprefs  their  inroads, 
MP""^^      for  want  of  a  iufficient  number  of  forces,  artillery,  and  gatr 
tbem.        rifons  to  guard  their  frontiers,  we  cstn  only  guefs  from  the 
diJftrafted  jftate  of  the  empire  at  that  time,  both  from  tne 
.  foreign  wars  and  domeftic  broils  that  then  raged  on  account 
of  religion,  and  the  partial  preference  which  had  been  ftiewn 
to  the  Rcmijhy  ^gainft  the  national  church,  by  the  then  reign-t 
ing  emperor  Bi^Udes  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofcd  that  that 
fierce  invading  nation  would  let  flip  any  fuch  opportunity  of 
penetrating  ftill  farther  into  his  dominions  when  they  fa^ 
him  fo  powerfully  befec  from  within  and  without  (G). 
Their  eri'      THEIR  origin  is  varioufly  con)e£kired ;  the  generality  of 
gimi,        the  learned  think  them  defcended  from  the  Jews ;  but  whe- 
ther from  thofe  whom  Shalmaneter  king  of  Ajfyria^  or  Na^ 
huchadnezzar  kii^  of  Bahylony  tranfplantipd  from  Paleftine^ 
or  from  tliofe  whom  Titus  V^f^afianf  Adrian^  or  S^veruSy  ex- 

w  Vld.  LupoLPU,  1.  ii.  e.  i6.    Tellez,   Lqbo,  Davit, 
Papper,  ^  al.  fup.  citat* 

(G)   This  ftrange    invafion  pifoiires,  as  a  punifiiment  for 

^nd  devaflation,  we  are  told  by  his    obftinacy    and    treachery, 

(he  miflionaries,   had   been  in  Soon  after  whi^h  he  faw  all  hit 

ibmemeafure  foretold  by  theip  dominions  invaded    by   Turks^ 

too  zealous  and  Hrenuous  patri-  Moorsy  and  Gallasy  fome  attack* 

arch  John  Bermudesy  the  fame  ing  him  on  the  fomh,  others  on 

who  came  into  MiJJsni^  wit)^  die  north,  and  efpecially  pa  tfa^ 

the  famed  Chriftofher  De  Gama,  c|ft,  where  they  ftrippcd  h^m  ol 

^d  who,  being  banifhed  on  that  all  his  (ea-pprts  pn  the  coafts  oi 

^ccpunt  by  the  emperpr  Clau-  the  RedSe«  i  whjlft  the  Gallas\ 

^iusy  or,  as  he  is  otherwife  call-  who  had  attacked  him  on  the 

ed,  Jvtal  Segued,  folemnly  told  fouth,  gave  him  a  fatal   over* 

that  prince,  upon  his  departure,  t]^row,  in  which  he  loft  his  life, 

fhat  the  empire  W0\ild  be  (hortlv  as  will  be  more  fuUy  fliewn  If 

yavagpd  by  fwarms  of   black  the  fequcl  (9). 
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peHed  from  thence,  and  fetded  In  fome  of  thefe  parts  di 
Sttiopiay  they  are  not  agreed.    It  is  plain,  however,  that, 
'barnig  the  iingle  ceremony  which  they  retain  amongft  them, 
itt  commoQ  with  the  Jews^  Arabs^  Jbijtnians^  &c.  there  is  fa 
little  affinity  in  thdr  religion,  cuftoms,  mannera,  langaage, 
or  ercn  in  their  name  (H),  that  we  cannot  bnt  wond^  ho^ 
that  notion  came  into  their  minds  upon  th^  evidence  of  one 
iiogle  rite  fb.  common  among  moft  of  the  nations  in  thefe 
prtsi    Were  we  to  be  allowed  to  ofler  our  conjecture  about  SufpofitiiH 
It  from  their  name,  and  more  than  a  bare  conjefture  can  be  beo/G^- 
fSerei  ii^  this  cafe,  we  fliould  be  more  willing  to  allow  both  l»c  ex- 
them  and  it  to  be  of  Celtic  or  Gallic  extraftion ;  that  name  ^''^^ 
fignifying  la  that  language,  as  we  have  formerly  (hewn  %      * 
float  or  warlike,  an  epithet  which  the   antient  Celtes  and 
.  CaHiyOv  Gauls,  took  much  pride  }n,  and  have  nuide  themfelves 
famous  by,  i^ot  only  in  Europe,  but  in  Africa,  where  they 
(reded  a  powerful  kingdom,  and  held  it  fome  centuries,  wita 
a  bravery   anfwerable  to  it,   till,  being  at  length  driven 
from  it  by  the  Romans,  they  might  go  in  fearch  of  new 
habitadons  farther  towards  thefe  mountainous  parts,  as  wa$ 
cuftomary  for  them  to  do,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a  foreign 

^  See  Ant.  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  6,  k  feq.  &  notesi  Sec  alfo  their 
luft.  in  vol.  xiv. 

(H)  There  is  one  etymon  of  ever,  from  this  forced  etymon, 

tlieir  name  infifted  on  in  favour  that  they  are  reaUy  of  a  white 

of  this   far- fetched    original,  complexion  ;  for  they  are  not 

which  would  be  fcarcely  worth  only  of  as  deep  a  tawny  of 

mentiomng,  but  for  its  palpa-  black  asany  African,  but  look 

Ue  abfordity  ;   m%.   that  the  opon  a  white  man  with  a  kind 

word  Gatta,  or  Calla^  fignifying  of  wonder  and  diilike  *  ;  never- 

milk  in  the  Hehre^w,  they  were  fhelefs  they  may  be  eafily  fap- 

fo  denominated  from  the  white-  pofed  to  have  been  white  a^ 

liefs  of  their  complexion  f;  as  their   firft   coming  into  Afric,^ 

who  ihould  fay,  milk-whitifes ;  though  they  in  time  degenerated 

bat,  befides    that    the    milky  into  downright  tawny-moors  ^ 

whitenefs  is  no  where  known  tp  for  fuch  certainly  were  the  Vait' 

h^  the  common  complexion  of  dais,  and  other  northern  nation^ 

^ey^avxalmofl  in  any  country,  that  came  hither  from  Europe, 

much  lefs  in  this  hot  one,  it  is  and   who  inight  probably  bo 

plain  to  the  mereft  tnovice  in  deemed  to  be  denominated  G^?/- 

their  tongne,  that  2>n  cheleh, '  lai  from  their  complexion,  tha* 

^'^  n^TTT,  and  not  Galla  or  chat  was  the  general  name  of 

Calia,  fignihes  milk.  their  yyhple  nation  %. 

It  moil  not  be  fappofed,  how- 

t  y*fakt  Trave/t,  fib.  i.  c,  12.         •  Loio  ap,  he  Grand,  p.  aa.  J  Stm 

4^.  H^,  v9l,  Ti,  >.  6.  (BJ,  ifTiiit  p.  5««,  ^JT/tf.  zii.  34'*  ^  M.pag-, 
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yoke,  as  the  reader  may  fee  by  what  hath  been  faid  of  them 
in  the  ancient  hiflory  *. 

The  only  difficulty  viU  be,  how  to  acwunt  for  their 
adopting,  afterwards,  theriteofcircumcifion,  to  which  they 
feem  to  have  been  utter  ftrangers  in  all  their  oth^  niigra- 
tions  and  fettlements ;  for  in  sill  other  refpefts,  we  (hall  fhew 
them  to  bear  a  greater  refemblance  to  one  another,  than  to 
Hffw  thn  *^y  other  natjon  we  know  of.     But  here  may  we  not  reafon- 
fame  to      ably  fuppofc,  ^hat  upon  their  coming  to  fettle  in  t^efe  parts, 
^opt  the    after  their  expulfion  from  their  African  conqu^fts,  at  whicl^ 
riteof  or- time,   the  Abijfmian  empire  was  both  more  fxtenfive  and 
tumdfiw*  flouriihing,  they  might  be  prev^ed  upon  to  admit  of  this 
ceremony  among  them,  wbiph  they  few  was  praftifed,  not 
only  in  all  dominion?,  but  by  all  th?  neighbouring  nations, 
far  and  near,  either  to  ingratiate  themfelves  the  more  effec- 
tually with  them,  or,  which  perhaps  is  more  likely,  in  order 
to  get  leave  to  fettle  amongfl  them ;  efpecially  as  we  have  for-s 
merly  fhewn,  that  this  cuflom  hath  been  received  and  conflant? 
iy  praftifed  by  feveral  nations,  who  yet  ufed  it  not  in  a  religious 
or  political,  but  in  a  phyfkal  fenfe  ;  that  is,  to  preferve  health 
and  cleanliuefs  in  thofe  parts,  to  help  procreation  and  fecun- 
dity*; and,  accor4ingIy  we  are  told,  at  their  firfl  coming 
into  thefe  parts,  they  were  neither  CJr^wn/,  Mohammedans ^ 
nor  Heathens,  having  neither  teqjples  nor  idols,  nor  hardly 
.  any  knowlege  of  God.     But  that  fince  they  have  been  inter-r 
mixed  with  the  fubjeSs  of  the  empire,  who  are  Chriffians, 
and  thofe  of  the  kingdoms  of  Adel  and  Adea,  who  are  Mi>r 
hammedans,   they  have  adopted  circumdfion,  rather  as  a 
cufton^  of  the  country  (I),  than  as  a  religious  rite  ♦. 

This  feems  ftill  farther  confirmed,  by  the  account  which 

the  miffionary  fs^thersgive  us  of  their  origin,  upon  the  tefti- 

fheir  w- mony  o{  the  AbiJ/tnians,  and  Mr.  Ludolph,  upon  that  of  his 

y«,  ac-     abbot ;  the  former  believing,  that  they  were  fome  of  the  old 

inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  coafls  oiAfric,  that  is,  thofe  of  the 

*  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  24.  xvi.  p.  620.  xviii.  p.  5 3 1 ,  &  alib.  pafT. 

*  See  Ancient  Hill.  vol.  iii.  p-  260,  (R),  vol.  viii.  p.  295,  (D), 

*  Telle 2  Travels  of  the  Jeftits,  }.  i.  c.  12, 

,      (I)  And  we  may  farther  add  young  men  are  commonly  fhcir 

what  father  Loho  tells  us  *,  who  foldiery,  who    arc  allowed  to 

converfed  feme  time  ampngft  live  as  it   were    at   random  ; 

them,  that  it  is  not  the  children  but  after  they  have  quitted  that 

who  are  circumcifed,  but  the  life,  they  are  circurocifed,  live 

men,  and  that  not  till  they  are  with  theur  wives,  and  take  care 

paft  bearing  of  arms ;  which  of  their  children,    which  till 

may  be  fooner    among  them  then  were  left  loofe  to  the  wide 

th^n   with    us,    becaufe  their  world. 

8  ^ei 
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Xfd  Sea,  from  vhich  they  gradually  fpread  themfclves  ftlll  c^ditig  /• 
rteaitr  to  the  ^^f^niay»  frontiers ;  the  latter  affirming  them  to '^.  ^^if* 
have  been  a  band  of  difcontented  flavcs,  who,  like  all  other  fi'^*'"' 
banditti  and  fr^-booters,  having  gathered  themfelves  into 
hords,  or  tribes,  feized  on   all  the  territories   they  coold 
get  footing  in,  round  about  the  Ab\ffinian  confines;  and, 
taking  the  advantage  of  an  unfuccefsful  war,  which  the  em- 
peror was  then  engaged  in  againA  the  iiing  ofj^del^  firil 
invaded  his  frontiers,    and,  by  degrees,   made  themfelves 
maftersof  the  great  number  of  out-provinces  Which  we  have 
lately  men^oned ;    which  account,  when  divefted  of  that 
vfuai  hatred  andrefentment,  which  the  AbiJJinians  muftnatu- 1^.  y^ 
rally  be  fuppofed  to  have  conceived  againft  them,  in  conft-  prdahfy 
quence  of  that  invafion,  and  the  horrid  ravages  and  cruelti^  d'tfgnifei, 
that  accompanied  it  every  where,  may  probably  amount  to 
pomore  than  this,  that  they  came  thither  ^  tribe  of  exiles, 
that  liad  been  driven  QUt  of  th^  old  habitations,  and,  faav-? 
isg  been  permitted  to  fettlp  on  the  out-ikirts  pf  the  empure, 
nmier  the  proteAion  of  its  monarchs,  toolc  every  opportunity 
that  offered  to  them,  not  only  tp  (bake  off  their  allegiance, 
but  to  feize  on  as  many  of  his  dominions  as  they  found  inca- 
|)able  tp  d^end  themfelves  againft  them,  and  to  form  them^ 
fclreslnto  independent  ftates  in  thofe  new  conquefts  (K). 

(K)  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  at  and  fword,   and  made  them* 

tlie  time  of  their  firft  fettling  in  felves  mafters  of  a  large  terri. 

thefe  Etbiopic  dominions ;  but  tory  on  that  fide  alfo  ( lo). 

that  oftheirfirft  (hewing  them-  Father  Z^i^  reckons  up  left 

felves  in   the    hoftile  manner  than  fix  nationi  of  them,  that 

above-mentioned,  is  fappofed  he  mufl  have  pafied  through  in 

to  have  been  about  the  year  his  way  to  Ahiffinia  by  land. 

1537,  under  the  reign  of  the  whom  he  found  fo  fierce  and 

emperor  Davt4y  otherwife  (Uled  uncivilised,  that  it  quite  dif- 

OnafSegueJ,  of  whom  we  ihall  couraged   him  from  purfuing 

fpe^Kmore  fully  in  tlie  feqael ;  his  journey,  through  luch  valt 

woQf  whigh  time,    the  moor  defert   and  arduous  tr^db  of 

GroHhe^     king    of  Jdel,    had  ground  as  they  occupied   on 

waged  a  fucoeuful  war  againft  that  fide,  and  made  hun  try  a 

him,  and  fnbdued  ieveral  pro-  i^ew  and  more  expeditious  way, 

visces  on  that  fides  for  that  if  any  could  be  found,  to  reach 

gave  the  Gallast  or  StaUh  fuch  tQ the MJJinian  court ( ii ).    By 

anencourajgement  tQ  attackhim  tiiis  one  m^iy  gnefs  how  ^r  the 

on  theirs,  if  they  were  not  pri-  reft  of  them  may  have  fpread 

vatelyinleaguewith,  and  infti*  themfelves   on   the  two  other 

gated  to  it  by,  that  king,  that  fides  of  the  empire,  where  they 

they  entered  his  dominions  with  met  ftill  with  lefs  oppofuion 

a  oumeroos  boft,  put  all  to  fire  than  on  this, 

ftci;  *ttlU9tt  M9,  Almtfda,  Ludolpb^  Bavity,  BaPfer,  (^  a/,  fuficiuu 

New 
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Theirmau-     Now  it  would  be  difficult  to  (hew,  that  this  was  ever  the 

mrs  and    practice  of  the  enled  Jews  any-where;  but, that  it  was  that 

tu/ioms      q{  thofe  northern  Galli,  or  Gauls^  that  over-ran  fo  many 

miicb  Jike  fe|ng4oms  and  provinces,    in  Europe^  Ajiay   and   Afric^    is 

ihofa  of  the  i^yon^  j^Q  difput^ ;  ^nd  that  it  was  a  conftant  maxim  amoagft 

G  alT      A^^>  wiiich  they  publicly  owned  and  gloried  in,  that  the 

'      longeft  fword,  or  ftrongeft  arm,  gave  the  jufteft   title,   i^re 

have  formerly  flicwn  ^ ;  neither  did  they  ever  lofe  fight  of  it 

|n  thdr  praftice,    except  when  their  power  was  unequal 

to  it,  we  have  almoft  as  many  inftances  as  there  are  paragraphs 

ia  their  hiftory. 

But  thefe  are  not  the  only  inftances  \n  which  thefe  GaUdLs 
referable  the  ancient  ones ;  one  may  find  almoft  the  (ame  con- 
formity run  through  their  religion,    government,    martial 
difcipline,  manners,  and  cuftoms,  cf  wtiicH  the  reader  may 
be  an  eafy  judge,  by  comparing  the  account  we  ^e  going  to 
give  of  the  one,  with  what  we  have  already  faid  in  the  ancient 
hiftory  of  the  other  *^  only  with  this  diflference,  which  V9^ 
hint  bere  as  a  neccflary  caveat;  viz.  that  2^  thefe  of  Abijr 
B^t  much  finiay    finc^    thdr  firft   arrival  into   thi?    part  of  Afri^m^ 
degenerate  have  hardly  feid  any  converfation,  except  yrith  nations  mucfh 
fd  by  con-  more  barbarous  th^a  themfelv^s ;  fuch  as  the  Caffres^  Agaut^ 
^erfi»g      Gafates^  Sec.  it  muft  apt  be  wondered,  if  they  are  founds  in 
fwtth  the    fQjjjg  iaftances,  degenerated  from   the  noblenefs,  politeaefs, 
Agaus,     ^^^  martial  valour,  of  thofe  ancient  ones  ;  thq',  even  in  thi^ 
•   ^*  refpeft,  we  may  fafely  take  a  fecond  leaution  with  us,  viz.  that 

our  account  of  them,  coming  to  us  through  the  hands  of  the 
Abiffinianss  wbofe  fettlements  they  fo  forcibly  arid  unjufUy 
invaded,  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofed  that  th^syfhwidhaTe 
done  them  ftrift  juftice  in  it,  but  rather,  that  they  have  either 
concealed  or  disfigured  their  virtues  and  good  qualities,  if 
any  they  obferved  in  them,  and  expofed  their  vicious  ones  iq 
the  moftdifadvantageous  light. 
^heir  reli-     WiTH  regard  to  religion,  they  are  allowed  to  acknowlege 
gion.         a  fupreme  governor  of  all  fublunary  things,  whom  they  calj 
tOul\  but  whethey  they  mean  by  it  the  heavens,  or  the  fun, 
or  the  Creator  of  them  both,  we  are  not  tqld  ;  but  it  is  only 
faid  in  general,  that  they  pay  no  outward  worfliip ;  and  that 
in  this,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  religion,  they  appear  to  be 
Cruel  cii*  ^^^y  '^^  inftrufted  and  ignorant  *.     They  are  alio  given  to  veiry 
^^^^        ftrange  fuperftitions,    and  have  fome    barbarous    cuftoms 
amongft  them ;  }n  fqme  of  >yhich,  if  they  are  not  belied,  they 

*»  See  Anc.  Hift.  vol.vi.  p.^8.&  fcq.  xviii.  p.  603  (H),&alib» 
paff.  «  Vid.  int.  al.  vol.  vi.  x.  &  xviii.  paff.  <*  Loso. 

h  ^«  ap.  li^  Grand,  ub,  fap.  f.  66. 
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kem  to  out-do  e^ea  the  wild  beafts,.  pardcularly  in  thtir  unna- 
taral  ocgiefl  of  tjicir  own  children,  and  ioftead  of  breeding  c^^/^„  /^ 
them  ttp»  and  providing  for  them,  as  even  the  moft  barba-  ^^^^^  '^^,7. 
rous  nations  are  wont  to  do,   during  their  tender  years,  ^rtn. 
leave  them  to  wander  at  random,  like  little  favages ;  by  which 
means  they  contraA,  with  their  robufi  hardiness,  a  natural 
ferocity,  which  being  afterwards  improved,  by  their  being 
fe  early  initiated  into  the  martial  trade,  they  become  not  only 
(but  and  intrepid,  but  to  a  great  degree  brutal  and  cruel.  ^ 

They  are  taught  dieufedf  the  fword,  and  that  it  is  an  honour 
and  happinefs  to  live  by  it,  as  giving  the  beft  title  .to  every 
thiog  they  poflHs,  and  being  the  moft  efTeAual  means  of  pre- 
fer/ing  it :  tiiey  are  brought  up  to  a  defire  of  glory  and  con- 
(jaeft,  and  to  defpife  flavery  and  death.     Their  youth  are 
not  allowed   to  cut  their  hair,    the  doing  of  which  dubs  7-^^/^  ^^ 
them  men,  till  they  have  killed  an  enemy,  or  Ibme  wild  beaft,  0/ gaining 
foch  as  a  lion;  tyger,  leopard,  6rc.  afto-  which  they  are  per-  gjiem. 
mitted  to  poll  their  heads,  leaving  only  a  lock  on  the  top,  as 
die  Japone/e,  and  other  Indian  nations  do ;  and  this  infpires  Bloody  tro* 
iSu&a  with  an  uncommon  ambition  to  iignalize  themfelves  ^;&;Vj^ 
by  their  bravery,  as  the  moft  effedual  means  of  raifing  them- 
fblves  into  efteem,  and  obtain  the  more  honourable  feats  at 
their  councils,  feftivals,  ifc.  for  the  greater  number  of  thefe 
aftioHs  a  man  hath  performed,  the  higher  he  is  raifed.    For 
this  reafon,  they  take  care  to  (ave  all  the  heads  of  thofe  ene* 
mies  they  have  killed,  as  trophies  of  the  greateft  value ;  and 
whenever  any  conteft,  or  doubt,  arifes  about  them,  as  when 
there  is .  no  beard  upon  them,  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
belonged  to  a  female,  they  have  a  law,  which  obliges  the 
perfim  to  produce  a  more  dedfive  part  along  with  it,  eife  they 
are  not  admitted.     To  prevent,  therefore,  all  difputes,  they 
are  obliged  to  lay  thofe  trophies,  that  are  gained  in  battle, 
.  before  their  proper  officers,  at  the  head  of  their  tribes,  as 
foon  as  the  engagethent  is  over  :  there  they  are  publicly 
viewed  and  examined,  and,  if  approved,  are  entered  into  the 
tommon  regifter  ^  after  which,  the  owner  hath  liberty  to 
carry  them  to  hi^  own  tent,  together  'with  his  (hare  of  the 
fpoil,  or  plunder,  which  is  adjudged  to  him  according  to  the 
fiiare  he  hath  had  in  the  viAory  s  by  this  method,  all  coUu- 
fioa  and  deceit  is  prevented,  or  elfe  difcovered  and  puniihed, 
it  bdng  every  man's  concern  to  difcourage  and  deted  all  fuch 
fiilfe  pretOKes  to  nkerit,  .  as  well  as  that  of  then*  commanding 
officers,   to  vaS&St  an  adequate  punifhment  on  the  delin- 
quents. ^ 

Thet  are  no  lefs  (evere  in  dete£ling  and  puni/hing  their  IT^  of 
cowards  and  >aanaway$.  .It  is  even  a  capital  crime  among  ^iaxm  fighting, 

to 
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to  give  way  after  the  onfct  is  began;  fo  that  they  all  fight 

cither  to  conquer  or  die,   neither  giving,  nor  afldng,  quar^ 

ter»  and  fall  on  with  fnch  vehement  fury  oa  the  foe,  that 

thar  there  is  no  poffibility  of  making  head  againft  tfienr*  t 

and  this  is  the  reafbn  they  have  gained  fo  many  fignai  viAo- 

ries  over  the  AbtJfinianSy  though  much  fuperioi^  in  number 

and  ftrength,  aad*pnmded  with  better  horfes  dnd  ^ms  than 

mndmak'   they.  » Whenever,  therefore,  the  Gallas  make  any  of  their 

»»<ff '»-      cxcurfions  into  the  territory  of  an  enemy^  infteadof  tmfllng 

•*^-        to  numbers,  as  the  Abiffimans  and  other  Africans  do,  they 

commo&iy  chufe  a  fele£i:  number  of  determined  youths,   to 

the  amount  of  8,000,  or  10,000  at  the  mod,  who,  bdng 

all  fwom  to  ftand  by  one  another  to  the  laft,  fell  on,  and 

fight  with  fuch  defperate  intrepidity,  as  feldom  fails  of  pnt* 

ting  an  enemy  of  twice  or  three  times  the  number  into  a 

fpeedy  diforder  :  and  of  this  the  great  emperor  Sultan  Segued^ 

who  had  c^ten  experienced  their  valour,  to  his  own  coft, 

was  fofenfible,  that  he  was  wont  to  fay,  "  That  the  Ethio^ 

"  pians  never  could  ftand  tjie  firft  (hock  of  the  GaUas ;  for 

^  •*  which  reafon,  he  always  fui{ered  them  to  penetrate  a  good. 

*'  way  into  the  country,  that  they  might  have  time  to  plan* 

'^  der  and  cool ;  and  at  their  return,  when  they  had  loaded 

"  themfelves  with  booty,  and  were  thinking  only  how  to 

'  "  convey  it,  home,  and  enjoy  the  prize,  and  their  firft  fury 

'^  much  abated,  he  then  lay  in  wait  for  them  in  the  way,  and 

**  called  them  to  account  for  what  they  had  got;  by  which 

•*  means,  he  not  only  recovered  the  booty,  but  facrificed 

"  their  lives,  to  his  refentment  K** 

Meanca-       Thr  GallaSy  heretofore,  had  no  cavalry  among  them,  but 

Hiolry.       have  learned,  fince  their  coming  into  Ethiopia^  to  fight  on 

horfeback  as  welt  as  on  foot.    Their  horfes,  indeed,  are    ' 
mean,  in  comparifon  of  thofeof  the  Abtffihians  ;  but  yet  they 
keep  their  ranks  fo  clofe,  and  engage  in  fuch  good  order,  that. 
JTof  9/     *o  enemy  feldom  can  ftand  the  (hock.  The  faddles  they  ufe  are 
ri£ng.       very  light,  plain,  and  eafily  made,  and  their  ftirrups  thin  and 
fmall,  becaufe  they  put  not  their  fieet,  but  only  the  great  toe, 
in  it ;  all  which  they  have  learned  of  the  Ahiffiniaru^  who  all 
Wiapmi,   ride,  the  emperor  not  accepted,  barefoot.     Thdr  weapons 
.   are  the  bow  and  arrow,  and  the  dart,  when  they  fight  at  a 
diftance ;  at  all  which  they  are  very  expert,  and  the  fword 
among  thofe  of  high  rank,  and  the  club  and  pole,  with'ooe^ 
end. hardened  in  the  fire,  when  they  come  to  clofe  engage* 

«  LvDOLPH,  &  al.  ub.  fup.  f  Id.  ibid.  vid.  Jefoits      \ 

letteh,  c.  xiL  lib.  i. 
•»     .  ment; 
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mcnt:  they  likcwife  have  the  ufe  of  Ihields,  which  are  com- 
i&ODly  made  of  ftrohg  bull's  or  bufEdo's  hide. 

Their  government  fhews  itfelf  no  lefs  of  Gallic  eKtraft, 
than  their  martial  difeipline  >•    They  have  no  kings,  but  Gtyvirn* 
are  diiaded  into  a  great  variety  of  tribes,  (fome  make  ihanment. 
amount  to  above  fixty)  each  of  which  chnfes  a  chief,  or  gene- 
ral  commander,  Whom  they  cJall  luva,  Iowa,  or  lubo  ^  from  y^^y  £^. 
among  themfelves,  every  eight  years,  or  oftener,  if  one  dies  11,^,  ^^^^ 
before  that  time,  and  him  they  obey  as  their  prince  or  fove-  tennial 
r^n.     The  firft  thing  which  thofe  luvas  do,  after  they  are  chitfs. 
chden,  is  to  fignali2e  themfelves  by  fome  plundering  inroad  DnaJfitl 
into  the  empire>  at  the  head  of  a  feleA  flying  army,  killing  inroMds. 
and  ravaging  where-ever  they  come,  fparing  neither  quality, 
flge,iex,or  place,  in  order  to  gain  to  themfelves  and  foldiers  a 
ftxk  of  wealth  and  &me ;  fo  that  it  feems  as  if  this  unfortu- 
Bate  empire  Was  thdr  granary  and  magazine,  where  they  go  for 
a  fupply  of  all  their  wants.   At  his  return  from  this  firfl  irrup* 
don,  which  they  ftile  dela  gritto,  or  general  mufler,  becaufe  it 
is  out  of  that  that  he  picks  up  his  fele^  flying  camp,  his  autho- 
rity 15  confirmed,  which  reaches  only  to  military  affairs,  that  is, 
to  convene  the  great  council  at  proper  feafons,  where  all  civil 
matters  are  finally  decided,  peace  or  war  refolved  ;  and  if 
the  latter,  he  commands  in  chief,   and  diflributes  to  the 
refpe^ve  officers  under  him,  their  feveral  pofls  and  com- 
mands ;  and  in  the  like  manner  when  the  war  or  expedition  (ff,tif, 
is  over,  affigns  to  each  man  their  proper  honours  and  rewards,  ptnur  ami 
according  to  their  merit  and  behaviour  :  but  if  any  difcon-  qficf. 
tent,  or  matter  of  complaint,  arifes,   the  national  council 
hath  then  alone  the  power  to  confirm,  alter,  or  abrogate  his 
finmer  fentence  or  decree ;  but  whether  to  depofe  them  for 
male*adminiffa^don,  we  are  not  told ;  though  that  is  mofl 
fikdy  to  be  the  cafe,  among  foch  a  fierce  and  warlike  peo- 
jk  *.     To  give  our  Englifb  readers  fome  idea  of  the  wretched  Ex^eff^vi 
date,  and  mock  grandeur,  of  thefe  oflennial  monarchs,  vftrntamufs. 
ihall  oblige  them  with  the  defcription  which  father  Lobo 
^ves  as  of  one  of  them,  and  his  court,  and  of  the  reception 
ad  treatment  he  met  with  there  ;  but  which,  to  give  it  no 
better  place  than  it  deierves,  we  fhall  fubjoin  in  the  follow- 
ing note  (L);  neither  did  we  fiad  the  fubjeftsmuch  better 

bred, 

^  SeeAnc.  HIft.vol.  xviii.  p.59^,  &feq.  '    '^Lo&o.ub. 

(ip.  p.  23,  TEX.LBZ,  LuDOLPH,  &  al.  ub.  Tap*  ^  '\^U' 

lEz,  LuDOLPH,  &  aL 

(L)  Being  obliged,  fiyt  the    to  the  Inbo,  or  king,  in  Order 
(Qod  father,  to  pay  my  rcfpeCU    to   diiconr  a  new  way  into 

Ethiopia, 
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nr  /f0;/«  bred ;  for  having  had  the  complaifanoe  1:6  tear  a  white  hand* 

n/€ryp9or.  kerchief  into  a  good  number  of  flips,  and  divided  it  am(»g 

them  to  fa^isfy  their  avidity  after  it,  they  became  fogreedif 

itnd  troublefome  for  more,  and  gathered  in  fuch  tunmltuom 

troops  about  him,  that,  to  avoid  their  fury  at  his  refofal,  be 

yas  forced  to  barricade  himfelf,  and  his  four  Portuguefe  com* 

panions,  in  his  hut,  and  to  fire  a  gun  over  their  heads ;  the 

noife  of  which  laid  them  all  fiat  on  the  ground,  and  fooa 

frighted  them  into  a  deep  fubmiffion  ^.    They  are  neverthelefs 

fo  proud,  with  their  cxceflive  poverty,  that  they  neither  till, 

ifegU^  of  {aw,  or  plane,  or  gather  any  thing  that  the  land  produces^ 

tggricul'     except,  perhaps,  when  they  (natch  a  cudd  out  of  a  cow's 

ittri.         mouth  to  put  it  into  their  own,  that  being  reckoned  a  moft 

delicious  morfel  among  them ;  fo  that  all  their  fpacious  piams 

and  vales  only  ferve  to  afford  their  cattle  fuch  food  as  the 

earth  naturally  brings  forth.   They  look  after  their  qittk, 

drink  their  milk,  and  eat  their  flefh  raw,  which  is  all  their 

food,  except,  perhaps,  human  flefh,  which  we  are  told  th^ 

likewife  eat  * ;  fo  eafily  are  their  hunger  and  thirft  fadsfied^ 

liiaftfood.  They  have  not  the  ufe  of  bread,  nor  of  any  fuccedanemn  to 


^  LoBO  ub.  fup.  V<sy.  a.  p.  22,  k  feq* 
ub.  fup.  p.  19. 


♦  liOB<r 


Ethiofiaj  I  {bund  him  with  all 
his  wives  and  flocks  aboat  him  ; 
the  place  where  he  received  me 
being    a  hut,    thatched  with 
ftraw,  but  fomcwhat  larger  than 
thofe  of  his  fabje£ts.   His  man- 
ner of  giving  audience  to  ftran- 
gers  is  fomewhat  fingular :  he 
appears  feated  in  the  midfl,  with 
all  his  courtiers  about  him,  fit- 
ting againil  the  wall,  each  with 
ft  goad,  or  ilaiF,  or  club,  in  his 
hand,  longer  or  ihorter  accord* 
ing  to  his  rank;  the  longer,  the 
more  dignified.     As  foon  as 
the  dranger  enters  the  place,  all 
thofe  coartiers  fall  foul  upon 
him,   and  baftonade  him,   till 
he  has  regained  the  cloor,  and 
got  hold  of  it  with  his  hand  ; 
upon  whiqh  they  return  to  their 
feats,  and  he  is  complimented, 
as  if  nothmg  like  it  had  been 


done  to  him.    I  myfelfi^  fayi 

he,  did  not  fare  one  jot  bettet* 

notwithdanding  the  peaceable 

and  friendly  offices  that  had 

pafTed  between  us  ^  and  when 

I  afked  the  meaning  of  fo  fbang^ 

a  ceremony,  I  was  anfwem, 

that  it  was  to  make  thofe  dist 

came  amopg  them  fenfiblcof 

the  valour  and  bravery  of  thdl 

nation  above  all  others,  voi 

how  reafonable  it  is  for  them  to 

behave  fubmiffively  to  it.  And 

well  might  they  thbk  fo,  fc^ 

ing  they  hardly  know  any  otha 

people,  except  thofe  indigent 

wretches  that  crpfs  ova-moufr 

tains  and"  fdrefts  to  traffic  widi 

them»   yet,   adds  our  aothor, 

they  have  fuch  high  eileem  foi 

the  Fmuguefe^  that  they  fti^ 

them  the  gods  of  the  fea  (12)* 


(is)  Zofo,  tfr^.Xe  Grand SUiat^dt  t^\§mt^  Vvf^%.  />  t3,  $/<¥' 
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It;  bnt  when  they  find  any  in  the  AbiJJinian  countries,  where  Their  rear 
they  make  thdr  frequent  inroads,  they  fcizc  greedily  bn  xXifrnfir  iu 
and  eat  it  with  a  good  appetite,  yet  will  not  this  induce  them 
to  fow  any  corn  in  their  own  lands :  and  this  reafon  they  , 
^reforit,  that  the  Ethiopians^  and  dther  enemies^  may  not 
be  tempted  to  invade  themi  and  rieap  the  benefit  of  their 
hbour ;  for  it  is  their  conftant  tuflom;  whenever  they  find 
dny  neighbouring  ftates  to  pour  in  thdr  troops  among  them, 
to  retire  into  ibme  remote  parts,  with  all  thdr  families  and  Strliffge 
catde;  which  laft  is  all  dieir  wealth ;  the  carrying  away  of '^•'^j;  y^''^" 
which,  is  <?arrying  a^Vay  all :  fo  that  the  enemy^  finding ^f^^*^ 
nothing  td  fiibfiftupon,  during  the  fcveraldays  march,  and     .'"'"'* 
the  long  barren  traSs  they  have  itill  to  go  over,  to  come  at  *"''^* 
them,  they  muft  of  courfe  be  obliged  either  to  go  back,  or 
perifli ;  for  neither  the  Abijfines^  nor  any  of  their  neighbours, 
have  the  forecaft  to  make  a  fuificient  provifion  of  k>od  and 
.  drink  for  fuch  long  journies;  and,  finding  two  fuch  power- 
fill  enemies  as  hunger  and  thirft,  in  the  way  between  them, 
are  more  efFeftually  rcpulfed,  than^hey  could  have  be«n  by 
all  tlKir  weapons  and  brutiih  bravery.     To  this  ftrange  war- 
like pblicy  it  is,  that  they  are  able  to  fecure  their  Conquefts 
^nft  an  enemy,  in  all  other  refpefts,  fuperior  to  them ; 
and  to  defend  themfdves,  without  ftriking  a  blow,  againft  , 
t^em ;  whilft  their  poverty,  and  'the  barrennefs  of  their  coua- 
try,  is  as  efJeAual  a  barrier  againft  all  invafions  '. 

The  Gallas  are  nbt,  hdweverj  without  fome  good  qua-  Good  qum* 
lities ;  they  are  honeft,  and  true  to  their  promife,  and  are  Uties. 
never  known  to  violate  an  oath.  ,  Theii'  ceremony  of  taking 
of  them,  is,  by  bringing  a  (heep  to  the  place,  and  anointing 
it  with  butter ;  after  which,  the  p<?rfons,  or  if  it;  be  taken  in 
die  name  of  a  iribe  or  family,  the  heads  of  it,  lay  their  hands 
upon  its  head;  and  foiemnly  proteft,  that  they  will  rellgi-  Faith/uli 
oafly  obferve  every  part  of  their  engagement.     The  expla-  ne/u 
iarion  they  give  of  this  ceremony  is,  that  the  fheep'is,  in 
feme  fcnfc,  the  mother  of  all  that  fwear,  and  the  butter  is  an 
emblem  of  the  mutual  love  of  the  mother  and  her  children  j 
and^  confequently,  that  a  man  ought  never  to  violate  an  oath  Regard  fir 
wUch  he  hath  taken  upon  the  head  of  his  mother  "*.     They  theizQutku 
havegiv^n,  likewife,  fome  further  marksiof  thdr  fidelity  and 
good  difpofitloo,  both  at  the  emperor's  court,  and  in  fundry  no- 
UemienL's  houfes,  where  they  had  been  bred  up,  and  where  thej^    * 
proved  fo  tradable  and  docile,  4S  tiot  to  be  exceeded  even 
by  the  Abijfinians  themfelves.     But  that  which  crowns  all, 


I 
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'Tai.Lfei,  LtDOLPk,  LvBo,  &al*  ***  Lobo,  ub.  fag. 
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Zeal  of  If  not  es^geratedy  is,  that  fomc  df  them,  who  had  been  con- 
ftme  of  .  verted  to  Chriftianity  by  the  Ramfb  miffionartes^  proved  as 
their  con-  conftant  in  maintaining  it  under  tortures,  as  they  had  been 
vertu  ready  to  embrace  it  in  words  "•  Tocondude  this  digreffion, 
if  it  be  ncally  one,  concerning  thefe  invaders  and  deftrojers 
of  fo  many  rich  provinces  of  this  once  opulent  and  flourifti- 
ing  empire,  and  whom  the  good  fathers  laft  quoted  believe 
were  fent  thither  as  a  punifliment  for  the  h^eiy  of  its  inha<^ 
bitants,  and  their  apoAacy  from  the  true  Chrillian  faith, 
and  what  they  ftile  the  true  catholic  church ;  we  may  obferve, 
on  the  other  haod»  that  Providence  hath  been  no  lefs  kind 
and  merciful  to  thefe  provinces,  that  dill  continue  under  its 
monarchs,.  by  fencing  them  with  fucb  prodigious  lofty  and 
rugged  mountains,  whofe  height  renders  them  no  lefs  inac« 
ceflible  to  their  cavalry,  which  is  the  main  force  of  thefe  in- 
vaders in  all  their  expeditions,  than  their  extreme  coldnefs' 
doth  to  their  infantry  :  whilft,  on  the  other  fide,  their  con- 
tinual wars  and  feuds,  one  tribe  and  kingdom  againft  another, 
as  providentially  prevents  their  uniting  their  whole  flrength 
againft  it,  which  if  they  bad,  they  would  long  ago,  in  all 
probability,  Jiave  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  whole  ^. 

S  E  C  T.    III. 

^beCliwatey  Soily  ProduSi^  Animals  wild  and  tame^ 
Vegetables^  In[e£lSy  &c.  <?/Abifl5nia* 

w        .    \17  E  have  already  hinted,  that  this  was  one  of  the  coun- 
btftonof  ^"^  which  the  ancients  deemed  uninhabitable,     on 

Abiffinia   ^^^^"nt  of  its  being  within  the  torrid  zone,  where  they  ima- 
gined, not  only  men  and  animals,  but  ev^n  trees  and  vege*^ 
':  tables,  muft  be  all  burned  up.     This  miftake  hath  been  fince 

-  fufliciently  exploded  ;  and  this  large  empire  is  .fo  irrefragable 
Qimate.  ^  proof  of  the  contrary,  that  though  it  lies,  as  we  (hewed 
in  the  laft  feftion,  between  the  8th  and  17  th  dc^eesof  lati- 
tude, yet  are  we  now  well  affured,  that  it  is,  fo  far  from 
being  Uable  to  any  exceflive  heat,  that  it  is,  for  the  moft  part 
as  cool  and  temperate  as  Portugal  and  Spain ;  infomuch  that 
in  many  provinces,  they  are  quite  free  from  thofe  fcorching 
heats,  which  rage  among  more  northern  nations  in  the  height 
of  fummer  ;  or,  to  fpeak  ftill  more  clearly,  are  more  afraid  of 
the  cold  than  heat  \    This  muft,  however,  be  Hado-ftood 

"  Tellez,  Almeyda,  Alvarez,      p.  66,  &al. .   9  T^l. 
LEz  Travels  of  the  Jefuits,  ub.  fup.  •  TtLLBz,  Al- 

meyda, LOBO,  LVDOLFH,  PoUCET,    &  al. 
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only  of  {oate  of  their  vaft  mouQtains  and  hish  lands  j  fpr^ds  Dtferntcg 
to  the  low  and  flat,  the  tallies  and  fandy  deierts,  they  c3M6i  o/tvinten* 
but  be  exceffively,  and  at  fome  times  intolerably,  hot.  *  'Ano- 
ther difference  of  climate  we  muft  likcwifc  fupp^fe  of  courfe, 
in  a  country  of  fuch  vaft  extent,  not  only  as  they  draw 
nearer  to  the  line,  but,  as  they  lie  nearer  or  farther  from  the 
M  Sea  (A)*    'However,  in  the  main,  the  country  is  very 
healdiful  and  pleaiaat  all  the  reft  of  the  year,  the  people 
healthy  and  fprightly,  enjoying  a  clear  and  ferene  flcy,  and 
commonly  live  to  a  good  old  age.     They  divide  the  year  into  Their /omt 
fbor  feafons,  as  we  do,  viz.  the  fpring,  called  by  thtmfiafons, 
MatzaUf  on  account  of  its  following  the  winter,  and  in 
which  the  fields  arc  covered  with  verdure,  and  begin  to  be 
enamelled  with  variety  of  flowers  \  it  begins  with  them  on 
the  a5th  of  September.     The  fummer,  named    by  theni 
Fzadai,  begins  in  December ^  and  is  thatinwhich  they  gather 
their  harvcft.      The   third  feafon  begins  in   March,   and 
is  called  by  them  J/agairiy  but  though  it  immediately  fol- 
lows the  fummer,  yet  can  it  not  be  properly  called  autumn,  l^/«it. 
becaafeit  is  not  that  on  which  they  gather  their  fruits,'  as  here 
in  Europe,  but  rather*  the  very  hotteft  feafon  of  the  whole 
year.    And,  therefore,  with  refpeft   to  JbiJJinia,  thtf,  yea^ 
Bught  be  more  truly  divided  into  three  feafons,  vii.  the 


(A)  Accordingly  we  find, 
tbt  tWe  ports  wkich  are  con- 
tiguous to  that  fea«  as  from  Ma- 
ura to  Dauca/i,  have  their  win- 
to  in  December  and  Jemuary^ 
»uch  like  what  it  is  in  Fortu- 
f</i  and  this  mildnefs  reaches 
lUmt  12  or  14  leagues  op  the 
iflhnd,  withoat  any  extreme 
^.  t>r  exe«Cve  rains  ;  as  if 
iBtareoalydirpeftlbd  the  latter 
to  moiften  and  refre(bd»e  earth, 
witLottt  incommoding  its  isiia- 
bitants;  whilft  farther  up  the 
Uilasd,  they  are  troubled  with 
^  fierce  and  lading  rains,  till 
ymi  come  to  the  high  moun- 
^•-of^jwtfw,  twb  days  jour- 
^1  fcort  ofDowarOf  where  the 
^ter  begins  ab<wt  the  middle 
^7m,and  lafls  till  alraba  the 


end  of  September.  And  thus, 
we  are  told  by  fatbcijc  Emanutl 
ePAlmeyda,  he  foundMt  to  be, 
in  all  the  parts  of  the  empire 
through  which  he  travelled  ( i ) . 
So  that  according  to  thefe  ob* 
fervations,  the  wintef,  thro'jga 
all  the  inland  of  Ethicpia,  is  in 
^  fame  months  as  it  is  on  the 
coafts  of  India,  from  Diu  ta 
cape  Comari ;  and  on  the  ^oalls 
it  IS  the  fame  as  in  Portugal: 
whereas  it  is  the  zeverfe  on  the 
Oppoiite  coail?  of  Arabia,  from 
the  mouth'of  the  iJf^  5^/1  to  th«^ 
iflands  of  Curia -Muria,  wher4 
the  winter  is  from  June  to  Sep- 
tember ;  as  on  the  coafts  of  In- 
dia, and  up  the  inland  of  ^r^* 
bia%  it  lafts  from  November  tO 
February,  as  in  Portugal  (2), 


Da  fpring. 
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fprtngt  vbich  beg'ms  September  25 ;  fummer,  which  may 
be  divided  into  two  parts,  the  milder  of  which,  named  Fzadai^ 
begins  on  the  2  Cth  of  December^  ahd  the  hotteft,  on  the  25th 
oi  March  \  and  then  follows  the  winter,  which  begins  on 
the  i5th  of  June  ^.  This  laft  chiefly  confifts  in  violent  rains, 
which  lay  all  the  low-lands  underwater,  and  is  thus  defcribed 
by  the  ^^i^;aw«  abbot :  Thetvinter,  vjithus,  dotb  not  con0 
in  the  mere  rains  which  come  down  from  the  clouds ;  for^  hefides 
them^  the  earth  doth  every -where  open  her  mouthy  and  throws 
but  water ;  which  thing  happens  in  the  very  houfes  which 
chance  to  be  built  in  low  lands ;  for  which  reafon^  we  feldom, 
Fiolent  huild  them  but  upon  high  ground  *.  As  the  fphere  is  almoft 
ftorms.  direft  here,  fo  the  days  and  nights  are  very  near  equal,  and 
the  twilight  very  ftiort  accordingly. 

As  the  climates  and  feafons,  differ  in  this  empire,  fo  do  the 

winds ;   fome,  efpecially  on  their  lofty  mountains  and  high 

I^nds,   being  almoft  conftandy  refrefhing  and  delightful; 

others,  on  the  low  lands,  where   the  air  is  lefs  agitated 

are  hot,  troublefome,  and  unhealthy.     At  fome  feafons  they 

Whirl*      are  yjplent  and  ftormy,  particularly  one,  which  they  call 

m/inds.       Sendo^  which,  in  the  language  oi  Amhara^  fignifies  a  fcr- 

peiit ;  which  blows  with  fuch  fiercenefs  and  violence,  that  it 

pulls'  up  trees  by  the  roots.  Overturns  houfes  and  every  thing; 

even  fometimes  the  rocks,   which  it  meets  in  its  way,  and 

even  whirls  them  up  into  the  air.     Gregory^   the  AbiJJinian 

abbot,  affirms^  thatthefe  whirlwinds  may  been  feen  with  the 

naked  eye,  the  grofler  part  of  them  clofe  to  the  earth,  and  the 

reft  winding  itfelf  upwards  like  a  fefpcnt  ^ ;  but  whether 

vilible  or  not,  it  is  certain  ihey  are  felt  in  many,  if  not  moft 

other,  countries,  and  in  as  impetuous  a  manner,  though  not 

perhaps  fo  frequently  as  here, 

fhtnuier        Thjl  great  difference  of  cold  and  heat  between  the  high 

and  light'  and  low  lands,  is  likewife  attended  with  terrible  thunders 

«»^.         and  lightnings,  which  very  6ften  prove  hurtful  to  men  and 

beafts,  and  d^ great  harm  to  the  produft  of  the  earth;  for 

thefe  are  commonly  attended  with  fuch  prod^ious  rains,  as 

feem  to  threaten  afecond  deliige;  for  at  fuch  time&,  they  do 

not  come  down  in  drops,  but  in  torrents,  that  feem  to  fill  the 

lower  atmofphere  :  By  thefe,  the  rivers  fwell  with  fuch  prodi- 

£^C^w   gious  fwiftnefs,  and  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  quickly  lay 

*""*'         all  the  low  lands  under  water,  and  run  with  fitch  violence, 

that  they  feem  as  if  they  would  fweep  all  before  them.    Nei- 

;  •  \ 

^  LuDOLjPH,  lib.  i.  c.  5.  Davxty,  Dapper,  Tellbz,  &c* 
*  Ap.  LuDOLPH,  ifb.  fup.  *=  Ap.  LunoLPH,  ub.  fup.  1.  i. 
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Aer  are  they  tike  our  ludly  fliowera,  Aiort  aixd  fierce^  hnt 
laft  the  bed:  part  of  three  whole  months^  and  make  what  is 
called  the  winter-quarter  among  them ;  during  all  which 
tiD^  there  is  not  a  da^  fai  which  it  doth  not  rain,  more  qr 
iefs,  in  the  fame  plentifnl  manner :  but  commonly  the  mornings 
are  dear,  and  enjoy  fuch  a  fine  fynlhine^  that  where  the 
vaters  have  a  free  current,  the  ground  appears  as  if  it  had 
recdved  no  rain  at  all ;  but  foon  after  mid-day,  the  clouds 
gather  thick  and  fail ;  and  an  hour  or  two  after,  a  violent 
ftorm  arifes,  mixed  with  dreadful  lightning  and  thunder,  fo 
fhat  the  whole  atmofphere  feems  to  be  turned  into  Hre  and 
W^tor;  during  which  time,  thqfe  that  cannot  get  under  fome 
good  Aelter,  ri;n  great  hazard  of  their  lives  from  both ;  for 
the  lightning  is  no  lefs  hurtful  and  deftru Aive  to  men,  cattle, 
frees,  houfes,  Ac.  This  ftorm  commonly  lafts  three  or  four 
hoars,  more  or  lefs  ;  after  which  the  fun  fhines  again  on  the 
fodden  as  clear  as  ever ;  and  thus  it  continues  to  be  during 
the  whole  winter  feafon :  for  which  rcafon,  they  feldom 
build  their  boufes  in  low,  but  always  as  much  as  they  can 
pnhigh  ground.  There  is  another  great  inconvenience  Ti&^ir /«• 
attending  thefe  violent  and  tedious  rains,  t;/2.  '  that  ^«wf«- 
thcy  make  moft  of  their  rivers  impaflable,  there  being  neither  ^^  ^^^ 
bridges  nor  boats  among  them  to  help  them  over,  fothat'^'''* 
padeogers  are  often  confined  fome  confiderable  time  before 
they  can  purfue  their  journey :  they  have,  indeed,  in  fome 
provinces,  a  way  to  convey  tbemfelvcs  over  by  the  help  of  a 
rope,  which  they  throw  acrofs  the  river,  and  faften  to 
Ibme  tree,  or  poll,  on  both  fides.  Some  will  venture  over 
upon  fome  rafters,  or  Boats,  faftened  together,  which  is  not 
done  without  great  danger^  and  mj^ay  of  them  lofc  their 
lives  by  it  d. 

But  the  greatefl  inconv^niency  which  attends  thefe  greJ^t  ^«wAf/- 
and  continued  rains,  is,  that  they  infeft  the  air  with  a  dafl-*^^"^' 
g^us   malignancy ;    for,    falling    upon    a    ground  tha,t 
hath  lain  dry  and  quite  parched  up  near  nine  whok  inonths, 
as  foon  as  they  be^n  to  fall  upon  it,  they  naturally  raife  fuch 
vait  qq^tities  of  unwholfomq  vapours,  as  feldom  fall  of  pro- 
ducing fome  grievous  diflempers,  from  which,   even  thofe  „   ,  ,. - 
4at  l^p  themfelves  altogether  at  home,  are  f$ld.om  exempt-  g^^^aufed 
cd  *.    Ndther  doth  the  danger  end  here;  for  tli^  waiters  that  ly  the/lag- 
are  left  in  divers  parts,  begin,  with  the  return  of  the  fpring,  nated'w^'^ 
to  corrupt  and  flink,  and  caufe  a  fre(K  i^fe^ion  in  the  ten* 
air,  and  v^Of^  diflempers  in.  men  aad  ^,eafts ;  fo  that  if  it  were 

^  Tellez,  Ludolfh,  Loio,  &  al.  ulj.  fup.  ^  Lqbo, 

ijb,  fup,  p.  9o,    Pq?«cet,  &  al. 
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not  fyr  thefc  violent  iiormy  winds,  which  begin  to  blow 

^rly  in  the  fpring,  the  air  would  be  quickly  ftagnated,  and 

a  peftiiential  difeafe  reign  through  tjje  whole  empire  ^ 

Thifiii         Thp  foil  is  Various,  according  as  the  ground  is  higher  ewr 

mjify  fir-  lower,  ftony,  fandy,  or  flat ;  but,  for  the  generality,  where 

'//<?•  itt  cm  be  tilled  and  well  watered,  it  produces  very  large  crops 

'^^^^^^"^  of  wheat,  barley,  millet,  and  other  gr^n;  and  would  much 

^'   .  more,  if  the  people  were  more  diligent  than  they  commonly 

^ar^jeff     ^^^*  '^^  Cultivating  it.     They  have,    indeed,    two  harvefts, 

•^'    which   in  fomc  meafure   fupply  their  want   of   induftry. 

Their  trees  are  crowned  with  a  conftant  verdure ;  ^d,  if  they 

labour  under  a  fcar'city  of  fruit,  it  is  rather  owing  to  their 

negligence,  than  to  any  fault  of  the  foil,  it  being  manifeft  it 

is  capable  of  bearing  as  great  a  variety  of  them  as  any  cotin-< 

try  in  Jfric.    The  only  kinds  they  cultivate  here,  are  the 

black  grj^pe,  peach,  four  pomegranate,  fugar-canes,  almonds, 

and  fome  citrons,   oranges,  ^^.  g.   Roots  and  herbs  they 

likewife  have,  which,  notwithftanding  the  heat  of  the  coun? 

try,  grow  naturally  among  them  ;  and  mor^  they  might  have 

pf  other  kinds,  if  they  were  not  fo  idle  and  incurious  about 

them. 

Mah  j^         They  do  not  (o  mucji  as  make  wine  of  their  grapes,  tho^ 

<w/V.        in  all  likelihood  they  would  yield  a  very  good  kind  ;  whether 

it  be  Qwing  to  their  ignorance,  or  indolence,  or  that  they 

prefer  thpfe  liquors  which  they  draw  from  their  fugar-canccj 

and  their  honey,  which  is  here  very  excellent,  and  in  mofk 

prodigious  quantities,  and  of  many  different  forts,   as    we 

Thir        ^^^  obferve  in  another  place.     They  have  a  kind  of  fig, 

/rui/s.        among  other  forts,  which  they  call  enfette,  and  the  Arabs ^ 

manz,  which  is  not  unlike  the  celebrated  one  that  grows  in 

India  to  a  prodigious  fize,  and  is  that  which  Mr.  Ludolp^ 

hath  endeavoured  to  prove  the  dudaim  of-  Mofes  ;  which 

ours,  and  other  verfions,  render  mandrakes ;  of  which  -we^ 

have  taken  notice  already  in  our  Ancient  Hiftory  ^. 

The  chief  grain  that  is  moft  in  ufe  in  this  country,  as 
being  in  fome  meafure  natural  to  ir,  is  a  fmall  one,  which 
Orainmofi^^^l  call  telF,  and  yields  a  good  nouriftunent.  It  is  thin. 
lit  ufe,  and  flender,  and  fo  fmall,  that  one  of  muftard  will  out- 
weigh eight  or  ten  of  it,  and  would  make  very  good  an<l 
palatable  bread,  were  it  but  made  in  a  more  cleaniy  way  thai^ 
theyg  eneraUy  know,  or  care  to  do.  But  this  is  not  the  only  in-r 
ftance  in  which  the  )lhij}intans  difplay  their  floyenlinefs,  for 
they  are  fo  in  every  thing  elfe,  even  to  a  very  offenfive  degree. 

^  Id.  &al.  fup.  citat.  «  Tellez,  Lobo,  Ludoli»h^ 

&c.  *»  Vol.  iii.  p.  280,  (Y)  vid.  Hift.  Ethiop,-  lib.  i.  c.  9. 


C4^^  /^ft^^^/Abifliiittu  *  >;5 

THBik  fltde  fore  mudb  better ;  for  though  here  Is  nrither  CattJe, 
Of ts  nor  hty,  yet  thcjr  have  plenty  of  barley,  irtth  which  howftd. 
they  feed   thdr  hories»  camels,    dromedaries,   and  other 
bi]g^  beads.  Though  their  lour  lands  produce  very  good  grais, 
fvfficient  to  nourifli  vail  nombers  of  cattle ;  yet,  as  they  do 
not  make  any  hay  of  it,  they  are  obliged  to  fapply  that  ^o  hay 
defeft  with  that,  or  (bme  other  fort  of  grain.    One  misfor-  madt.. 
tune  is,  that  notwithftanding  their  plentiral  crops,  they  are        , 
e6en  reduced  to  a  kind  of  ftmine,  either  through  the  vaft 
fwarms  of  grafshoppers  that  infcft  them,  or,  which  is  ftiii 
worfe,  by  the  frequent  marches  of  their  foldiery  from    one 
province  to  another ;  the  former  deftroying  only  what  they  ^ 

find  growing  upon  the  ground,  whereas  the  latter  devour  ill 
that  is  laid  up  in  their  Ilorehonfes,  the  inhabitaints  being 
obliged  to  find  them  in  provifions  where-ever  they  pafs.  ^ 

They  have  not  only  the  fame  variety  of  medicinal  and  odo*  Phyficai 
riferous  plants,  herbs,  and  roots,  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  and  other 
Europe^  and  which  here  grow  fpontaneoufly,  and  v/ithout  f/an/j, 
cnltivation,  but  a  great  many  more,  which  are  unknown  to 
vs,  and  are  all  excellent  in  their  kind :  amongft  them,  that 
which  they  call  amadmagda,  hath  the  fpecific  vertue  of  reco-  Theamad^ 
vmng  and  healing  diflocated  or  broken  limbs,  of  drawing  magda. 
out  fplinters  of  broken  bones,  that  were  left  in  the  flefti.    The 
allazoe  hath  the  moft  Angular  virtue,  not  only  againft  all  poi-  JJazoe^ 
fons,  but  againft  all  venomous  creatures;  infomuch,  that  the  itsjinffi* 
very  touching  them  with  it,  ftupefies  and  deprives  them  of  ^^  yertu^ 
fenfe ;  and  what  is  ftiU  more  furprifing,  if  not  exaggerated,  ^J'^'^ 
the  very  fhadow,  orfccntof  it,  drives  away  the  moft   i^A-fi^P^^^* 
ibnoas  ferpents,  or  fo  benumbs  their  limbs,  that  they  may 
be  handled,  or  killed,  without  danger.     Thofe  that  eat  of 
the  root,  we  are  told,  acquire  fuch  fpecial  virtue  from  it,  that 
diey  may  handle,  or  wallow  naked  with,  all  forts  of  ferpents, 
without  receiving  any  hurt  *',  which  virtue  they  retain  for 
feme  years  (B)*     This  extraordinary  plant  is  fomuch  the 

D  4  .   -  greater 

'  Id.  ibid.  ^^Tellez,  Almetda,  Ludolph,  Li. 

c.  J.  FoNCET,  &  al. 

(B)  This  fecms  maft  likely  furprifingly  familiar  with  them, 

to  be  the  plant,  which  thr  ^fyl-  made  afe  of  amomg  them ;  but 

hy  a  pet^U  of  Africa^    men-  concealed  the  fecret  from   the 

tioncdby?A'«y  (3).  and  much  reft  of  the  world, 
famed  for  their  (kill  in  iuchant-        For  we  are  told  by  feveral 

iog  all  forts  of  ferpents  and  ve-  of  the  jefuit  miiiionaries,  that 

QQDOos  greatoreax  and   heing  they  have  fee^  much  the  fame 

.  juggling 
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greater  blefling  in  thefe  parts,  as,  we  are  tddf  they  hare 
fome  kinds  of  ferpents  that  kill  by  thieir  breath,  at  tht^  oc 
four  yards  diAance :  they  are  ihort,  and  thick  abont  the 
middle,  and  have  a  wide  mouth,  at  which  they  fnck  in  a 
great  quantity  of  air  at  once,  and  then  breathe  it  out  in  as 
great  a  quantity,  and  with  fuch  force,  againft  the  man  or  bcaft 
ihey  intend  to  kill,  that  they  feldcm  fail  of  el&fiing  it  ^ 
Cottoftf  Besid£s  the  plants  above-mentioned,  the  country  {mto^ 

/efinat  attd  duces  great  quantities  of  fenna ;  whole  plains  are  feen  co- 
cther         vered  with  cardamom  and  ginger ;  the  laft  of  which  hath  a 
flanu^       moft  agreeable  fcent,  and  is  four  times  as  large  as  that  of 
India.     Here  is  alfp  plenty  of  cotton,  which  grows  on  fiirubs^ 
Whwtrs.    like  the  Indian  "*.     Flowers  are  here,  Ukewifc,  in  vaft  quan- 
tities, and  furpriiing  variety  ;  infomuch,  that  the  banks  of 
their  rivers  are  adorned,  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  with 
jafmins,    rofes,   lilies,    jonquils,  and  a  vaft  number  of  other 
kinds^  which  are  unknown  in  Eurttpe  \  and  among  thefe  ia 
the  rofe,  which  grows  upon  trees,  and  is  much  more  odor 
^iferous  than  any  that  grow  upon  fhrubs. 
Domeftic        THERE  is  fcarce  any  country  that  produces  grater  quaa- 
andather^  titles,  or  variety,  of  animals,  both  domeftic  and  wild,  than 
animals  in  x)^y^  o£  Jbijinia :  among  the  former,  horfes,   mules,,  afles, 
great        camels,   dromedaries,   oxen,   cows,   flieep,  goats,  ^c.  arc 
fdenty.       ^yrcd  In  vaft  numbers,  they  being  the  principal- wealth  of  its 
inhabitants ;  and  a  ftranger  cannot  hut  be  deligbtfuUy  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  the  vaft  herds  of  ftately  cows  and  oxen  grazing 
in  the  fields,  efpecially  in  the  kingdoms  of  Tigre^  Gyam^  and 
fome  others  of  the  empire ;  their  fat  oxen,  in  particular,  are 
'of  fo  monftrous  a  iize,  that  they  have  been  miftaken,  at  a 
diftance,  for  elephants  ;  whence  the  notion  came,  that  this 
country  bred  horned  elephants.     Thefe  horns  are  fo  large, 
as  to  contain  above  ten  quarts  c^  liquor,  and  are  ufed  by  the 
people  inftead  of  pitchers,  or  wooden  veflels,  to  carry  watery 
wine,  milk,  or  other  liquids  ;  and  four  of  them  full,  arc  a 
load  for  an  ordinary  ox.     But  befides  thefe  large  ones,  that 
are  fatted  for  flaughter,  and  have  the  milk  of  three  or  four 

'  Vid.  LoBO  Relation,  ub.  fap.  p.  u6,  &  feq.  ^  Pon-. 

CET,  p.  65, 

joggling  tricks  played  by  feme  fuck  dexterity,  as  make  them 

Abijfmians^    and   other    Jfri^  moch  admired  by  the  popa* 

canst    in    feveral  places,   both  lace  (4). 
in  and  out  of  Ahiffinia^  with 

.  f4)  Vid.  Ludolkb,  Tel/ex,  Loh,  Fe/iut,  &  aL  vid.  Sf  Plifiy.  uh.  fip,  tib.  A 

cows 
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^ws  g|fen  them  every  day»  they  have  an  ordinary  fert^ 
deiigod  for  labour  and  carris^,  whofe  horns  are  fo  feft 
gad  flexible,  that  they  bang  down  like  a  dead  weight  *• 
Neither  doth  it  yield  a  le&  delightful  profped,  to  behold  the 
iheep,  goats,  and  other  fmall  cattle,  browfiog  at  a  diftance, 
aad  coveriog  the  adjacent  mountains  and  Aeep  rocks,  where 
tbey  feed  upon  fuch  aromatic  herbs,  as  give  a  particular 
fiavoor  aad  ^e  to  their  milk  and  their  fldh. 

Th£7  haye  lik^wife  here  fome  of  the  fineft  breeds  di  Fim  hnei 
horfes,  of  all  colour%and  i^^  and  as  fprig^tlyand  metde-  efb^Ja. 
fane  as  thde  fo  much  famed  ones  which  are  bred  in  Anda-- 
kzia,  and  other  parts  of  Spain ;  and,  when  well  broke  and 
mai^gd,  ^11  gallop,  trot,  pace,  curvet,  and  wheel  aboiit, 
with  as  n^iffdi  docile  agility,  as  the  befi  of  ours ;  but  the 
duHc^  br^  among  them  is  the  black,  of  which  they  have 
thegreiteft  quantity  (C) ;  though  ther^  is  no  want  of  thofe 
of  the  roan,  bay,  ffQj^  dapple,  cream-coloured,  pye-bald, 
and  c^^  frolotirs ;  noQp  ctf  which  are  ihod  as  ours  are ;  they 
are  commonly  ui^  for  the  war  only,  and  muft  be  led  by  tl4 
bridle  over  the  mountains  and  defiles ;  but  on  the  plains  they 
?re  mounted,  and  run  very  fwift.  Their  faddles  are  very  light,  Wmjif 
bot  (ore,  like  thofe  of  our  managed  horfes,  only  rifing  a  little  ri^n^. 
I%h^  both  before  and  behind ;  their  ftirrup*leather  is  com- 
m^y  long,  but  the  fiirrups  are  fmall,  as  they  only  dap 
4dr  great  toe  into  them. 

Instead,  of  hqries,  for  long  marches,  they  make  ufe  dl  Mutes^ 
mules,  whicji  are  comn^pnly  very  gentle,  furc-footed,  and 
fit  to  go  over  craggy  mountains ;  thefe  they  train  up  to  an 
(afy,  yet  quick  pace,  and  are  mod  commonly  preferred  to 
horfes  by  the  Abijfimans^  not  only  on  that  account,  but 
much  more  o\it  of  regard  to  their  own  pedigree ;  for,  as  th^ 
boaft  themfelves  to  be  defcended  from  the  Jews^  whofe 
princes,  and  great  ones,  are  recorded  in  fcripture  to  have 
chiefly  rode  upon  mules,  fo  they  count  it  an  hpnour  to  do 
the  feme  here,  and  to  have  their  horfes  led  by  the  bridle,  till 
^^  martial  engagiement  obliges  them  to  mount  **• 

*  Damper,  Telle z,  &  Lvdolph,  ub.  Tap.  1.  i.  c  10.  Lobo, 

d).fap.  p.  70,  &al.  ^  T^LLEZ,  LuDOLPH,  Dappeii^ 

&aLQb.fttp. 

(C)  Accordingly  we  are  told  agaioil  the  Saracens j  with  whom 

b/  EknaciMf   an  JraBic  hifto-  he  was  at  war,  at  the  head  of 

'b,  iksLt  CynaaiSf   king    of  100,000  ofbis  negroes,  mount* 

^'i^«,  who  is  alfo  faid  to  have  ed  on  the  like,  number  of  thefe 

^gned  at  that  time  over  Mif-  black  horfes  (5  )• 
M  appeared    in    the    field 

(5)  'V*  -D^ftwr  MiJ^.  fif  a!.fif.  tim^ 
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Camtlsand     The  laft  dotneftic  aniimk  worth  oamifigy  ttr^,  the  camels 
dromeda-    and  dromedaries,  which  are  likewife  bred  tip  In  great  num* 
ries.         bets,  on  account  of  their  extreme  uiefulnefs  for  carriage^  ahd 
]ofK[  joarnics,  through  tWe  hot  and  barren  defertst  brut  a$ 
th<^  differ  Uttie»  either  in  ihape  or  ufe,  from  thofe  We  have 
defcribed  in  our  general  account  of  ^rict  ^efliall  refer  our 
readers  to  what  has  been  iaid  there  c£  them  ^.    There  is  one 
fort,  however,  of  them  in  this  country,  which,  tho'  of  the 
caoud  kind,  yet  is  well  worth  our  notice  here ;  di^  call  it 
7hi  ame-gi'^^^cachemey  or  Jknder-endy  on  acco«At  oi  its  uncommon 
lo'fardusi  (hape,  it  being  much  taller  than  the  elephant,  but  as  finely 
and  flenderly  made,  as  that  is  clumfy  and  unwieldy ;  info- 
much,  that  a  man  on  horfeback  may  eafily  pafs  unikr  its 
belly  :  the  common  hdght  of  its  fore-legs  is  reckoned  about 
twelve  fpans,  or  four  yards;  but  that  of  the  hinder  fome- 
what  ihorter.      The    deck   is  proportionaUe,    and  loi^ 
enough  to  reach  to  the  ground,  and  graze,  grafs  bdng  its 
proper  food,  and  the  whole,  in  moft  refpeds,  anfweraUe 
to  the  defcription  which  the  ancients  ^ive  of  the  camelo^ 
pardus. 
Elepbantiy     AMONG  the  animals  of  the  wild  kind,  the  elephant  deferves 
ffllwld    ourfirft  notice,  as  they  breed  here  in  fuch  prodigious  num- 
♦f'**         bers ;  and  yet  none  of  them  were  ever  known  to  be  brought 
up  tame  in  the  whole  empire ;  for  which  reafon,  we  may 
juftly  rank  them  among  the  wild  kind,  though  they  are  of  a 
difierent  nature  in  feveral  countries  we  have  feen  through 
Numerous  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  p  :  howeyer,  they  fcem  quite  natu-^ 
f^nddel      ral  to  this  climate,  or  rather,  a  native  nuifance  to  the  coun- 
J^ruBive. '  try,  by  the  dreadful  havock  they  make  among  the  corn,  and 
other  giain,  of  which  they  deftroy  ten.  times  more  with  their 
large  feet,  than  with  their  mouths,  6c.  They  root  up  large 
trees,  and  break  fmall  ones,  to  feed  on  their  leaves;  by  which, 
^  in  time,  they  deftroy  whole  forefts,  as  they  commonly  go  in 
Jerge  droves,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred,  or  more^    The  food 
they  afFeft  moft,  is  that  of  a  tree,  not  unlike  our  cherries^ 
but  which  is  full  of  pith,  like  our  alder,  but  of  a  delicious  tafle 
to  them.     Their  fize  is  fo  raonftrous,  that  a  man,  mounted 
on  a  tall  mule,  cannot  reach  their  back  by  fome  fpans  **.     As 
to  their  fiiape,  extraordinary  docility,  and  other  particulars 
relating  to  them,  they  have  been  fo  amply  defcribed  in  fome 
former  volumes,  that  we  (hall  not  need  add  any-thing  to  it '. 
The  next  is^ the  rhinoceros,  a  creature  of  monftrousbulk  and 

^  See  before,  vol.  xiv»c.  i.  p  Idem  ibid.  ^  Lobo, 

.    ub.  fupp.  69.  Tellez,  LuDotPH,  &  al.      '  See  before,  vol. 
^'  P-  ^^Jm  &  fe^-  viJi.  p. .» io>  447, .&  alft.  fait 


mate)  asdambrtal  enemy  to  the  elq;luintt  but  tMsptttk^  Rtimem^ 
torebathbcen  ]ikewifedefcribed  already  * ;  and  though  ancAA^^ne, 
dtiitPortuguefrwrittn  affirm  it  to  be  a. native  of  this  em- 
pire, jet  ^  do  not  md^  with  any  that  pretend  to  ha^e  feeait 
Aoe;  from  which  we  may  ooadnde,  tliat  ihey  may  be  at 
ibrce  a»  the  elephants  are  numerous  in  it  (D).    liom  are  licm/mj§ 
berelilewife  in  great  numbers,  and  very  deftru^ve  and  dan-  ^^dntmi* 
geroos:  they  have  them  of  iev«ralforts  and  iizes,  and  par-9^*'* 
tiailarly  thofe  tiuit  are  filled  of  the  kingly  or  royal  breed  t 
SBdas  they  do  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  among  the  laige  cat-  il£n(r  vi^ 
tie,  the  j^ifimms  are  no  left  induftrious  and  adventurous  in  hav^ci 
MxQfpsxg  than, -and  will  even  encounter  them  with  their  ^^wng^  /Ar 
imoes,  or  with  a  dagger  ' ;  for  that  noUe  animal,  fierce  as  ^^^^« 
itis  amongft  other  brutes,  will  not  encounter  a  man,  pLcept 
lie  be  aflaolted  hj  him,  or  greatly  pinched  with  huqger, 
Thejr  are  fo  large,  that  fome  which  have  been  killed  by  the 
liaiiabitaDts,  have  meafured  ei^  cubits  in  length,  from  necl^ 
^  tail  Q,  particularly  one  in  the  kingdom  of  tigre^  ncsir 
\Miug(^ay  an.  1630,  which  wasdeftr^yed  by  a  fliepherd  in 

open  field,  with  a  throw  of  Ms  dart :  this  fierce  creatUK  KilU^ 
-^  comity  down  from  the  mountains,  all  cov^ed  with  the  *^\  ^^v 
iloodof  the  many  creatures  it  had  gored  and  rent  in  pieces,  "'"*'^ 
the  fliepherd  fedng  him  at  a  good  diftance  making 
him,  took  that  interval  to  dig  a  great  bok  in  the 
ad,  and  upon  his  ^pproachnxg  witlun  leach  of  his  wea- 
]p»,  he  eaft  it  at  him  with  fuch  force,  that  it  pierced  him 
through  the  flioulder:  the  monfler,    after  many  dreadful 
Kon  and  leaps,  fell  luckily  into  the  pit,    where  he  was 
difpatched  by  the  viftcrious  countryman,  not  without  many 

*  See  before,  vol.  xiv.  c.  |,  &feq.         '  See  Lobq  Vox«  a.  Pt 
69.  TiLLSz,  LvnoLPK,  lib.  i.e.  iq*        "  Id.  ibid. 

(D)  Some  think  that  the  &•  (harp-point^d,   with    a    fmall 

thtts   Gtil^ri    Schot^  Coyarru'  riiing  on  the  top  ;  the  other  oi| 

vuu,  and  others,   have  con-  the  back    of    the    head,  but 

ioDDded  this  animal  with  the  ihorter,  and  more  flender  thax^ 

Kida,  or  Abada,  mentioned  by  the  ot|ier.    We  are  told,  that 

f.  Jehan  dos  Santos^  which  is  the  bones  of  this  animal  bnrDt 

about  the  iize  of  a  colt  of  two  to  aAies,  and  mixed  with  water, 

Tears,   and   hath   two  horns,  make     an    excellent    pnltiec^ 

diiiepently  placed,  the  one  on  agaiaft  all  kinds  of  tomonrs, 

tlie  fore  part  of  the  head,  which  draws  the  peccant  matter  out 

i<  aboat  three  or  four  fpans  ofthieflefli,  and  heals  the  woan(| 

long,  and  of  a  dark  brown,  or  it  makes  in  it  (6), 
^oite  black  hue,  fmooth,  and 

(6)  Li  Grmi  I>\Jlnt.Jur  U  C$ti  mmuU^jifri^uif  p,  2jo. 

grievQU^i 
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gnevous  wounds  ^  as  wdl  as  gicat  danger  and  difficulty. 
We  (hall  fay  nothing  of  their  tigers^  leopards,  wolves^  fones^ 
various  kinds  of  apes,  and  other  beaftsLof  prey;  which,  tho* 
numerous,  fierce,  and  mifchievous,  nve  nothing  particular 
in  this  from  thofe  of  other  hot  countries.  Many  of  the  Por- 
guefe  authors  affirm  the  famed  unicora  to  have  been  feen  in 
fome  parts  of  the  empire,  particularly  in  the  kingdom  ci 
Datnotf  and  territories  of  the^^tix,  which  are  both  woody 
countries ;  but  add,  that  its  flight  from  one  wood  to  ano* 
ther  is  fo  fwift,  that  they  had  not  rime  enough  to  examine^ 
much  le(s  to  (hoot  at  it, .  though  they  have  ventured  to  give 
a  defcription  of  it,  which  we  fliall  not  repeat  here,  but 
refer  our  readers  to  m^at  Iiath  been  faid  of  it^  sind  its  van- 
ous  kinds,  in  a  former  volume  '• 
fhizi^  Trb  wild  mujle,  or,  as  fome  falfely  call  it,  afs,  and 
fortf,  or  the  Miffinians,  zeora,  or  zecora,  is  alfo  a  native  of  tl^em* 
^//jw/f- pire .  5^t  having  been  already  defcribed  in  a  r  former 
volume,  we  (hall  only  fay  of  it,  that  thcGallas  are  now  pof- 
feflfed  of  the  countries  where  it  moftly  breeds :  it  is^  how- 
ever, fo  much  admired  for  its  beautiful  fliape,  colour,  and 
ftripes,  that  kings  and  emperors  look  upon  one  of  them  as  a 

Jrefent  fit  for  them,  efpecially  as  they  can,  it  feems,    be 
afily  tamed,  though  naturally  wild :  two  thpufand  fequins 
have  been  given  for  ope  of  them  by  an  Indian  Moory  in  order 
Wildafin  ^  ^^^  i^  ^^  ^?  S^^^  mogul  *.    The  wild  afs  hath  been 
often  confounded  with  the  zecora,  though  it  be  different 
from  it,  as  it  hath  horns  and  cloven  hoofs,  Uke  the  deer 
kind :  it  commonly  hath  a  white  ftrake,  that  comes  down 
from  its  buttocks  to  its  hams :  its  furr  is  harih,  and  of  an 
a(h  colour ;  its  fleftx  tender,  and  good  to  eat.     There  is  ano- 
ther much  of  the  fame  kind,  but  with  a  dark-brown  flcin, 
very  fihaoth  ;  its  legs  are  much  fliorter  behind  than  before, 
and  yet  is  much  fwifter  of  foot  than  a  buck.     We  fliall  con- 
^     dude  this  article  of  vdld  animals,  with  the  defcriptign  of  a 
Angular  one,  which  we  fliall  give  in  the  author*s  own  words. 
'  An  exira^ "  This  extraordinary  animal,  as  he  ftiles  it,  is  no  bigger  than 
ordinary    **  one  of  our  cats,  aiid  hath  the  face  of  a  man,  with  a  white 
,tf»iVW.      «  beard,  and  its  vo^ce  mournful ;  it  always  keeps  upon  a  tree, 
"  and,  they  aflured  me,   that  it  i§  ther^  brought  forth, 
**  and  there  it  dies.     It  is  fo  very  wild,  that  there  is  no  pof- 
^*  fibility  of  taming  it :  when  they  have  caught  one  of  them, « 
"  with  a  delign  to  bring  it  up,  all  the  care  they  can  take  of 

^  Jefuits  Travels,  I.  i.  c.  7.  «  See  vol.  xW.  c.  1 . 

y  See  before,  ibid,      »  Jefuits  Travels,  1.  i.e.  7.  vi^.  &  LW\ 
»OLPH,  &  al.  fup.  ciut. 
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**  it,  caOQOt  prevent  it&pinitigitfeif  to  death :  ibity  (hot  one 
**  of  them  in  my  prefeoce,  which  dung  faft  to  the  braach  of 
*'  the  tree,  twiatog  its  1^  about,  it,  and  died  fprne  days 
**  after  »."  k 

Am ONC  the  amphibbus  kind,  the  crocodile  and  hippo-  Croc^MU 
{K^antos,  or  fea^-horfe,  are  the  Is^eft,  and  the  moftdeibuc*  andhipf^* 
dve  to  man  and  bead.    The  Nik  is,  as  it  were,  their  hmx*  piamus^ 
fery,  from  which  they  make  their  eaccurfions  into  the  adja- 
cent lands,  and  deftroy  all  that  come  in  their  way:  but,  as 
they  are  Ckewile  common  in  Egypt ^  where  we  have  already 
^ven  a  defcription  of  the  former,  we  ihall  refer  our  readers 
to  it  *.     The  latter,  or  fca-horfe,  is  twice  as  large  as  an  ox,  <[^^  f^^^^ 
and  hatha  head  near  three  times  as  big  as  that  of  a  boll :  its  jefirihed. 
legs  are  Aiort ;  the  fore-feet,   or  hoofs,    divided  into  five 
ddfts,  and  the  hinder  into  four:  its  ikin  is-fleek,  hard,  and 
of  a  dark-farown ;  the  jaws  wide,  and  full  of  teeth,  andlfrom  j^^  jnad^ 
the  under  one  come  out  four  fangs,  near  two  fpans  in  lei^;th  9fuliaw$. 
two  of  them  are  (harp  and  ffarait,  and  the  other  two  crooked* 
like  the  tuflcs  of  a  wild  boar:  fome  defcribe  him  with  the 
jbme  number  in  his  upper  jaw,  but  without  any  foundadon» 
ttnlefs  thefe  of  Ethiopia  ctifier,  in  that  refpe£l,  from  thofe  of 
Egypt^  and  other  countries  '^.    His  head  is  the  only  part 
which   hath  any  refemblance  to  that  of  a  horfe,  having  a 
white  firake,  which  comesdown  between  his  noftrils,  and  a 
white  ftar  on  the  forehead  :  he  fpends  the  day  commonly  in 
the  water,  and  the  night  on  land,  where  he  hath  his  paftim, ' 
and  falls  fpulon  all  that  comes  in  his  way ;  and  as  he  is  very 
dumfy  and  large,  deflroys  as  much  with  his  feet  as  he  doth 
with  his  rapacious  mouth;  and,   like  the  elephant  lately 
mentioned,  not  only  devours,  but  tramples  all  down,  grafs, 
com,  herbs,  roots,  Turky  wheat,  and  all  that  the  poor  inha-  . 
bitants  had  fown  for  their  fubliftence ;  but  what  is  fiili  more 
terribly  deftruftive,  it  ftifles  both  man  and  beaft  that  come  Terrible 
under  the  reach  of  its  claws,  with  its  huge  weight,  and  fucks  ha^vock. 
only  the  blood  out  of  their  bodies,  leaving  the  reft  to  rot  on 
the  ground,  or  to  become  a  prey  to  crocodiles,  and  other 
voracious  creatures  ** :  yet  is  it  of  fo  fearful  a  nature,  that  it 
flees  at  the  fight  of  an  armed  man,  and  much  more  fo  at  that 
of  fire,  or  fire-arms  :  but  is  much  more  bold  in  the  water, 
where  he  will  attack  boats  and  barges,  and  often  overturns    ,  n 

them;  efpecially  the  females,  when  they  come  to  have  colts, 

•  PoNCETVoyagetoEthiop,  p.  66.   ,  *>  SeeAncHift. 

fd.  i.  p.  420,  A^feq.  «  Conf.  Ludolph,  1.  i.  c.  tt.    * 

Maillet,  Lobo,  6c 2i.  ^  SeeLvDOLPM,  lib.!,  c.     ; 

Maxll»t  defcript.  of  Egypt,  vol.  ii.p.  126,  in  al.  mult. ..  ^ 

at 
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at  i^hich  thne  they  part  from  all  the  reft,  and  keep^foldy  to 
them,  and  attack  all  that  come  in  thdr  way:  at  other  tim€^^ 
^y  keep  with  the  male ;  and  it  is  as  ^XMsamon  to  find  one  of 
them  with  many  females,  as  with  us  to  fee  a  bull  among  many 
cows ;  yet  fo  jealous  are  they,  that  one  nerei?  fees  two  males 
Suijga  H  together  in  one  herd.     They  are  often  troubled  with  z,  kind 
tbtgmit.    of  cramp,  or  gout,  in  their  limbs ;  at  which  time,  they  have' 
no  power  to  defend  themfetves»  but  lie  fiat  upon  the  ground 
with  oneof  their  fore-feet  under  their  belly,  and  (hew  all  the 
tokens  of  an  acute  pain.    At  fuch  times  as  thefe  it  is  that  the 
inhabitants  deftroy  them,  chiefly  for  their  teeth,  which  are  of 
Wbitt       a  &atx  white,  and  retain  it  muck  loqger,  than  any  ivory  i 
^  tetth.        they  likewife  eBaxm  their  left  hoo&,  as  a  fovere^nremedjr 
Mare*va'  againft  melancholy.     Their  ikin,    bones,    fat,   and  almoft 
UahUtban  every  part  of  them,  is  turned  to  fome  advantage;  which  is  zA 
^'^O'*       encouragement  to  the  natives  to  hazard  their  lives  ia  fearch  of 
^kin  trwf^"^^*    The  misfortune  is,  that  their  hide,  whkhis  fnKX>th» 
ttgainfi      ^^  ^^^^  tw<*  inches  thick,  is  proof  ag^ft  any  of  their  wca* 
weapons.   V^^  %  fo  that  there  is  but  one  iinall  Xpat  on  its  forehead  at 
which  it  may  be  wounded  t  the  hide  of  one  of  them,  they 
lay,  is  a  fufficient  load  for  three  or  four  camels,  and  a  man 
Monjtrous  ^bat  flands  upright  in  the  belly  of  one  of  them,  can  hardly  > 
jixe^  touch  the  back-bone  with  his  hancl.    We  do  not  find,  how* 

ever,  that  any  A^^/onx,  Abijfinians,  or  people  of  any  other 
nations,  ever  caught  one  of  them  alive,  or  ever  could  diico*. 
ver  any  creature  that  is  its  mortal  enemy,  as  the  ichneumcm^ 
or  water-=cat%  is  to  the  crocodile;  the  fword-fifli,  to  the 
wi^ale;  or  the  ibis,  to  the  flying  ferpent  ^;  though  that  dodi 
not  prove  that  the  Divine  Providence  hath  left  him  without 
fuch  a  one,  notwithibnding  they  have  not  been  yet  able  to  dif« 
cover  it :  and  thus  much  may  fuffice  to  give  our  reader  aa  idea 
and  dread"  ^*  ^^^  dreadful  monfter,  whofe  very  roaring  is  fo  loud  and 
fui<uoice.   terrible,  that  it  chills  the  blood  of  every  creature  that  hears  it  »* 
The  cwater     ^^  '**^^  ^^  ^'^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  water-lizard,  called  by  the 
lizard      ^^tives  angueg,  and  by  the  Italians  caudiverbera,  from  the 
vaft  ffarength  and  keennefs  of  its  tail,  with  which,  they  tell 
i*s,  that  creature,  which  is  fcarcely  bigger,  and  more  Hea- 
der, than  a  cat,  can  cut  a  man's  leg  off  at  one  blow :  its 
ikin  is  fmooth  and  without  hair,  its  afpe6b  foul  and  fright^ 
fiat;  it  feeds  on  the  grafs  when  it  gets  out  of  the  water;  and 
|iir.  Ludolph*^  Gregory  gives  it  the  fhape  and  form  of  a  dra** 
gon,  whatever  he  meant  by  that  name  *. 

«  SeeAnc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  420.  ^  Ibid.  p.  412.  «  Tbl- 
ut£^  Alm£yi>a,  Lobo,  LutioLPH,  AIaillet,  &  al.  plur. 
*  LvMLPH,  1.  i.  c«  ti^TELLSz,  JDa1*pbr,  k  al.  vid.  &  Bo« 
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Herb  is  likewife  great  pkaty  aad  variety  of  fiih,  both  in  FijS^ts 
ti^  large  lakes  and  rivers»  of  which  we  (hall  have  occaiion  to  ;^ibr/£^. 
fpeakia  feme  following  feition :  at  prefent  weihail  juAmendon 
Qoe,  0Q  account  of  its  Ilrange  properties ;  we  mean,  the  famed 
torpedo,  or  torpid  fiih,  which  i3  frequently  caught  in  both  df  Tie  t$r» 
diem,  and  is  affirmed  to  be  of  fo  cold  a  nature,  that  it  coa-feda ; 
yep  an  immediate  chilneis  and  numbnefs  into  the  blood  ^  itsfirangt- 
e?ery  one  who  but  barely  touches  it ;  infemuch,  that  the  quality. 
lahabitants  make  ufe  of  it  to  allay  the  exceffive  heat  ^hich 
they  fufier  under  fome  of  thofe  burning  fevers  which  are  fo 
very  freqotnt  in  mofl  parts  of  this  em^nre ;  and  this  is  done  by    » 
the  bare  touch  c^  the  creature.   Some  think  it  might  be  as 
efficacious  againft  the  gout,  though  the  experiment  cannot 
hut  be  fomewhat  da^erous :  but  the  AUffinians  apjdy  k  in 
de  cure  ci  tertian  and  quartan  agues  ;  though  the  appUca-r 
tioQ  cau&s  fuch  excruciating  pains  in  all  the  limbs  of  the 
patfcnt,  that  they  are  forced  to  tie  him  &ft  to  a  board  all  the 
time :  they  are  even  fuperftitious  enough  to  think  it  an  efi-<' 
c^ous  remedy  to  drive  devils  away  ^.    However,  as  to  itst 
feange chilling  quality,  fevcral P<?r/afgii^fathers  have  con*- 
firmed  it  by  their  own  experience ;  and  add,  that  the  pain 
that  follows  |he  touch  is  inftantaneous,  and  almoft  into- 
lerable'. 

We  (hould  certainly  tire  our  readers,  were  we  to  go  thro'  pf^js  and 
thevaft  variety  of  fowl,  of  all  kinds,  with  which  this  country  birds. 
^unds,  or  even  with  thofc  that  are  in  fome  mcafure  pecu-^^ 
•iar  to  it.     Thofe  that  moft  deferve  attAition,  among  the     • 
latter,  arc,  the  oftrich,  the  largeft  and  moft  unwieldy  of  all  ojit^ha. 
^volatile  kind,  and  which,  though  its  fieathers  are  not  able 

I  toiaifcit  from  the  grotjud,  yet  by  the  ftrength  of  them,  and 
^  motion  of  its  feet,  can  move  wkh  greater  fwif tnefs  than 

I  4e  fleeteft  horie  in  his  full  fpeed  .     We  have  formerly  given 

I  iitte  account  oi  this  ftrange  bird,  and  of  the  manner  of  ^ 
<^chiiig  it  ^,  as  well  a$  of  the  ibis,  or  bird  which  deftroys  iJ/j,  or 

j  Wc  innumerable  flying  f<?rpcnts,  which  annoy  this  country y^^«/-  * 
ttfome  times  *of  the  year,  and  would  foon  reduce  it  to  a  wil-  eater. 
fecfs,  if  theDivine  Providence  had  not  appointed  that  bene- 
feu  race  to  deftroy  them  ^  This  bird  is  more  properly  a  na* 
^^oi Egypt y  but  is  no  lefs  abenefaftor  to  Jbijinia,  in  clear* 
iogit  from  fo  deftruiftive  a  plague;  for  which  fervice,  he  is 
c^  in  the  j^mharan  langu^e,  the  ferpent 'eater. 

•  »■* 

*  LvnoLPH,  l.i.  c.  II.  5.  T3.  &  feqi  Tellez,  ALMHtftA, 
I'OBo,  &  al.         *  Id.  ibid,  vid  &  codig.  1.  i  c.  1 1.        *  Anc. 
Hift.  vol.  xviii.  p.  393.  ^  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.;42rr.  vid.  Lv* 

fioiPH,  1.  i.  c.  12.  J.  a,  &  fcq.  &  aU  fup.  ...... 
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Pifi.  or     ..  Thfc  pipi,  fo  called  from  its  conftant  uttering  thoTe  two 
htuaer's     jfyUableSy  hath  an  admir^le  inftiilft  in  dire^ng  hantfmeil  td 
C^*        their  game,  and  will  not  leave  them  till  they  follow  them  to 
the  place  where  It  lifts ;  but  they  touft  take  care  not  to  do  fi^  ' 
unlefs  they  are  well  drmed  ;  for  it  often  leads  them  to  ibme 
fierce  wild  beaft,  or  tnonftrou^  creature,  as  it  did  once  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Lud9lph%  and  a  native  of  Tigre,  to  a  tree,  to  which 
hung  a  ferpent  of  i  prodigious  fize;  which obUged  him  to  run 
iaway  back  fafter  than  ht  came  ^.     This  exb^drdinsiiy  bird^ 
it  feems,  chiefly  lives  updil  the  bloody  br  flefh,  of  thofe  crea-^ 
Stately      ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  killed  by  his  dir^^Kon.     The  abagun^  dt" 
^ibt^wt*,     ibitely  abbot,  as  that  name  imports,  i§  in  fome  meafore  peculiar 
to  this  country,  it  being  found  no-wherebbt  here  arid  in  Peru.  It- 
is  only  remarkable  for  its  beauty,  and  for  d  kind  oif  horn  gro^w^ 
ing  on  its  head,  inftead  of  a  crdft,  which  is  (hort^  rtluiid,  and 
9'heJMrj  ipUt  at  the  upper  end  like  a  mitre  n.  The  fei^n,  favez;  tk  tbH 
ktrfi*       devirs  hode>  re(embles  a  man  armed  with^feathers,  com- 
monly walks  ivith  a  majeftic  gravity,  or  runs  with  furprifing 
fwifmefs ;  but  when  too  cl<^dy  purfued»  expands  his  wings, 
and  Ales  a^ltray.    Its  height  is  near  that  of  a  ftork,  but  itd 
ihape  more  g^ted  land  beatidfrkl.    Thdt  ^hich  they  call  the 
OtrdtnaL  cardinal,  from  the  beautiful  redaefs  of  all  its  feathers,  except 
thofe  on  its  breaft,  which  appear  of  the  colour  and  fmooth^ 
gjiofs,  of  the  fineft  black  vdvet,  is  another  of  the  charming 
Dirds  that  are  natives  of  this  country :  as  is  alfo  that  which 
ffiite       they  call  the  white  nightingale,  with  a  tsdl  of  the  fame  colour^ 
mgbtin-    about  two  fpans  fong,  which>  when  it  flies,  looks  like  a* . 
goU.         white  piece  of -paper  (aliened  to  its  rtimp  o. 

We  fliould  never  have  done.  Were  we  to  go  throtigh  ^ 
the  great  variety  of  the  feathered  kind,  both  wild  and  tame^ . 
with  which  this  empire  aboutids,  in  common  with  ours,  and 
other  European  countries,  but  which  excel  themj  for  tlie  moff 
.    part,  either  in  beauty,  gopdnefs,  largenefs,  6^^  For  we  are  ^ 
Largefar^  told,   for  inftance,    that  their  partridges  £ire  a$  big  as  our 
iridge.      capons  ^^  and  that  they  have  feveral  kind^  of  them,  as  w^ell  a# 
offngeons,  turtle-doves,  and  a  great  number  of  others;     Wtf  ; 
(hall  therefore  conclude  this  article  with  one  fpecies  of  them; " 
which  feems  peculiar,  as  weU  as  of  fingular  ufe,  to  it^  viz:  < 
Marcc^  or  the  maroc,  or  honey-bird,  fo  called  from  its  particular  inftin^ 
bwey  bird*  in  difcovering  the  hidden  treafure  of  the  induftrious  bees,  of 
which  they  have  aUb  a  great  variety;  fome  of  which  are  do-' 
meftic,  and  kept  in  hives,  others  which  lay  up  their  honey  in 
hollow  trees,  and  a. third  fort  which  hide  it  in  fmall  holes  and 

m  LtiDoi.fn,  ibid.  $.12,  fefeq.  nLbBd,rclat.p.  ^iij 

•  Id.  ibid*  »  Id.  ibid.  &  ah  ub.  fup.  J 
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I   cavenis  in  the  ground,  but  wl^ch  they  take  forprifing  cat  fkntj  if 
\   to  deanfe  for  their  ufe,  and  afterwards  to  ftop  th^i  fo  doTe  ^'9ft 
I   and  fo  artfuUj,  that  it  is  joext  to  impoffible  to  find  them  ont» 
I    though  th^  mofUy  lie  along  the  highways.     This  htft^ 
thoi^h  of  foaewhat  a  darker  colour  than  that  of  the  hives, 
b  vol  infericM*  to  it  in  goodneis ;  and  it  is  this  kind  that  the 
juatoc  difcovers  to  the  tnhalutants,  by  an  unufnal  noife  and 
fluttering,  of  its  wings>  which,  when  perceived  by  the  paf- 
ic^er»  he  has  notliing  to  do  but  follow  him  to  the  place, 
whore  tiiefeathered  guide  takes  up  i  more  delidous  note,  and 
parfiies  it  till  his  man  hadi  taken  pofleffion  of  the  hidden 
QoK ;  in  the  plundering  of  which,  he  takes  care  to  leave    . 
bdUnd  a  fffiall  quantity  to  his  foi^fler,  it  being  the  chief  food  LaU  up 
he  fives  upon.     Thefe  laft  kind  of  bees  are  in  the  greateft  «fder    . 
pfeaiy;  and,  we  are  told,  thdr  being  deprived  of  the  fting,^''<'*'^^'j^ 
which  the  others  are  provided  with,  by  the  ^c  Author  of  J*'-/^'  ^ 
nature,  is  the  reafon  of  their  thus  laying  it  up  fafe  under     '* 
ground  :.  its  wax  is  much  whiter,  and  fitter  for  chirurg^cai 
applications,  as  well  as  the  honey  is  for  j^yfical  compofidons^ 
and  both  a  kind  of  unlaboured  treafure  to  the  inhal^tants  ^ ; 
CM  which  account,  as  welt  as  for  the  vafi  lierds  of  cows  they 
kcq>,  and  the  plendful  quantity  igf  milk  they  yield,  this  land 
may  be  fald  to  have  the  fecond  title  to  Pakftine^  of  bring. 

Ailed,    A  I.AND  FLOWING  WITH  MILK  AMD  HONET. 

To  counterbalance  thefe,  and  .other  bleflings  we  have 
,  already  mentioned,  they  are  not  without  a  proportionable 
variety  of  obnoxious  animals,  ferpents,  and  infeAs,  equafly 
hurtful;  befides  thofe  wild  and  dreadful  beafts,  lately 
idcribed  ;  ifnppg  which,  we  may  place  in  thefirft  rank, 
thdfc  devouring  and  frequent  fwarms  of  locufls,  which,  in  Locufls 
ooe  £eafon,  leave  whole  kingdoms  and  provinces  defo]ate;i/^iM 
lad^  cUree£[eAs  of  which  de(lrudive  vermin,  are  inimitabiy/'^^<'^^» 
fMbibed  .  by  the  prophet  ^.  A  fire .  devmreth  before  them^ 
mdbeUnd  them  afiame  cmfutneth'^  the  land  is  before  them  at 
'fkcgeurienof'SAttii  and  behind'  fhetri  a  defotate  wldernefs  % 
\jflg^  a^  nckhing  efcapeth  them^  &c.  This  country  being 
ffait wly  mountamous  and  rocky,  h  fo  niuch  the  more  apt 
ia-bce^~th^;  dnd  accordingly  doih,  injfuch  vaft  multi- 
Wes,  that  they  conie  like  vejcy  thick  clouds,  which  cover  the 
4io&  ^r&ce  of  the  earxh, .  ^d  even ,  ecUpfe.  the  light  of  the 
fimatnoon^day.  Their  teeth  are  foiharitand hard,  that^iey 
lot  only  devour  .every  Uade  of  grafs,^^  root^  and'brandi,  and 
Ae  leaver  ^vtbe  trees  and  bnihe8,^tHit'4^enth6Woi0d 

'  Tellez,  AtMEYDA,  LvDCLPH,  LoBQ,  &  al»  pluri  '  *  Joel, 
IfoD.HiiT.Voi,  XV,  E  fmall 


:      fiflBi&tvlgB*  a&d  even  the  bark  <if  die  ku^eftt^ 
■ .      every  thing  thcjr  have  tonched/^  a  mfty  buhit  iniQ  as  if  it 
1^  psfied  through  the  fire>  vrhich  exa£ll}r  ^afwcrrtbe  de** 
fcripttoii  above  quoted' out  of  the  prophet;  fe  tfaair  tie  toA 
^efts  <tf  thiein  are  felt  fometimes  for  two  or  three  jmii^itcTi, 
They  commooly  range  the  whole  feafon^  fliiftmg  from  place  txi 
l^hce  dU  ^boUt,  their  Michaebnas  tide,  which  tfaejr  celebrate 
Vhm9f     ^  ^^  motith  of  Nev€mber%  about  which  dne^  a  wefterly 
ib^^g^-    wind  be^ns  to  blow,  which  drives  them  aU  ihto  the  Red 
h^  off.     Sea  '•    Weneed  not  trouble  our  readers  ^th  afaDer  ddcii^* 
tionof  them,  they  having  of  lafienkade  fuch  tibieaninifig  iq>^ 
Batw  de^    proaches  to  thofe  idea :  Heaven  grant  thfeyjaay  never  xxmdg 
JtriftdwidTiczrtx  us !  for  if  they  did,  we  ftenld  foon  be  rwiuoed  to  a 
gateu.       worfe  plight  than  the  Ethix^ians^  lind  other  Afriom,  ttatk»ixs^ 
whom  necefllty  hath  tau^  Id  turn  that  deftruOive  piagile^ 
into  a  delightful  pourlOuniOit  (£j|.    Notwithflanding  which 
precandons,  tfa^  devaftatiohs  they  make  are  fi>  terribk  atnd 
DefopU'    nnivei'fal,  that  wh(^  kingdoms  and  provinces  l>eDeme  depo- 
Ute  <wbole  puiated;  .and  the  inhalntante,  being  obliged  by  the  Cnniiie 
provinces,  yrhich  they  costaonly  leave  behind^  to  remove  into  odiei^ 
for  fubfillence«  where  they  appear,  at  their  anivsll»  more 
like  ghoAs  than  men,  faaviiig  nothing  left  but  the  bare  fidii 

8  LoBO,  ob^rtip  p.  8t,  .66.  T«LLaz,  AxMariBA,  J?  aL  viJ^ 
.(  J^  LuDOLFtfi  lib.i.  c.  13.  paiL. 

(£)  .They  liave,,  it  feems,  with  them,  that  after  they  hav^ 

found  out  i'everal  ways  of  de-  ^^tep  their  fillof  theim   thej 

ftroying,  and 'dreffing  them  for  uriew  the  reft    with  fait,    and 

food.      As  f6bn    as  thfey  fee  prefervc    it    foir  .  future   food, 

tsiem    coming  at   a   diftance.  Others  dry  them  otily  in    th4 

'            the  whole  conntry  rifes  op  In  fuh;  ahd  preferVethM'foir  vXti 

arms  ag»Aft  them:  they  knock  and  having  p^njled  them  In  a 

them  down  with  iox  wooden,  moftau*,  makei  l(2)id>t>#itlii«t^ 

or  leather,,  we^ons,   n^  uni :  ifKKin-meat  of the^ ;  wWck^zn^ 
)ike  our  butchers  flie-flaps^  but ,  of/pt|r.  au(hors»^ho  ll^ed  ii^ 

Urger,  and  hcayicr  in  propor*.  telUus,  had  an  i|l.^^^^r  a^ 
tion :  and  at  they'  fly  in'mcK. /^aftej  (^  )  ;    Owing  jp^^f^l^ 

thick  fwarms,   the  ground  iSr  tp    their*  having  bean  '  kwi 

Toon  tovcrcd  with;  thfeir  car:,  ttib  long;  but  tRc^p^p'^ei  jt<3 

cafes,  which  they  fwecp' up  itr.  ^pafll^te  h,  tdld  hiiii^  th^  thif^ 

heaps,  about  three  or  fourf6*t  '-fmVr  eat  thenrocrt 't^  devotmj[ 

high:  tbfdmeoftkefedltyf«t  aMVeTpeft  (o^/;^M^/S^i8^, 

fire,  which  biirns:  t^esr  legs  and  tifi^  who  is^eesydtid  Vttf  lili^ 

wingi,  aiKl;parboih  the  s4^  ^  ma4ff:  theokiandinttdzhns^  hJ! 

their  ilefh,  which  is  now  be-  coniiant  food  (8). 

come^fuch  a  del)dons  morfel.  ,  ,  ^     .. 

(7)  lobt,  Rtiat,  a,  ^^  Si  ^  86.  vid,  &  0I  /uf,  tisjt,        (SJPiffeife.  fj},  ^ 

V    ;  id      M^^ 
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ufon  tbdr  bofaes,  and  being  icsurcely  able  to  crawl  or  fpeak. 
What  is  fitll  flxire  d^lorable,  is,  that  this  famine  is  com* 
siodIj  attended  ^th  fomr  peftilential  diftemper  \  no  le(s  de- 
IfaraifUve  than  thofe  which»  as  we  lately  hinted,  are  canfed  by 
dKftagpaated  waters,  after  rbmr  fkieut  and  continued  win* 
'Hr  rains* 

This  country,  hath  likewife  its  full  (hare  of  fefpents, 
and  vsriety  .ctfiKptiles,  infe&s^  «nd  other  vermin,  infefting 
eM^ermGaor  bcbfts,  or  thefrnits  of  the  earth  :  we  have 
^leadjr  joftcstionediome  of  dieir  feffeats,  and  other  venomous 
creatiffes»  99  well  as  of  the  lalutiferous  herbs  with  which  Pro- 
vidence  hathfumiflied  it,  by  way  of  antidote  and  jM-eferva- 
-tivt  s^p&ift  them;  beyond  which,  we  cannot  add  any  thing 
worth  orur  readers  attention,  iedng  th^.  fo  nsearly  refemble 
€bo&  which  we  have  had  occafion  to  delcribe  inx>ihflr  parts  of 
dlewoddy  thra'theconifcofthishiftory. 

S  E  CT;    IV. 

)^  the  fev^4d  People  oftd  NaUens  that  mhahit  the 
.    Al^ffinian  Empire '9    their   Complexion^    Features^ 
V  GeniuSj    JXfpofitiori^  ArtSy   "Trades    and    Occupa^ 
tiansy  DfifSy  Foed^  Drink^  and  other  Cuftomf. 

HA VI  NG-  now  gone  thrbngh  the  fcveral  climates  and  fbe^van- 
foils  of  this  country,  and^ven  an  account  of  iv^&&tie«s  natiem 
i&Sy  vegetable  and  animal,  we  come  now  naturally  to />^^^^/>f»^ 
ibe   the  various  people  that  inhabit  it,  whom,  for  di-  '^"  ^»- 
^OEL  fake,  we  ibkU^at  prdTent  ki  general  divide  6vlyf^^^* 
kfio  Chriftians,  Jcvijs^  Mohammedans^  ^nd  ^^/i/i/pi,  without 
filffgrf«g  into  any  particulars  about  tKeir  refpeAive  religions^ 
Mich  will  be  better  feen  in  a  fufcifequent  iedlion.     By  the 
^tfffians,  we  chiefly  mean,  not  only  thofe  of  the  Ahiffinidn 
*"      \  Who  Hre  the  principal  natives  of  the  country,  but 
whom  fhe^JCwn^n  miffionaries  brought  oyer  to  their 
odmmunion,  and  continue  flill  in  their  adherence  to  ic ; 
Wli<M>i  we  are  told,'  there  ^^e  jgreat  numbers  fcattered. 
%  ootwithihnding  the  grievpus  periecutic^ft  that  have 
lai&d  again|l  them  and  $heir  teachers  \    The  Jeijj^  have  Jews  tmtt^ 
Ibrtled  in  this  empire  from  timeimmemorialvv  exclulive  of  tntli  fit- 
who  a^  feidtdhave  com^  hither  from  P^lsjiine^  with  tied  bnt. 
k,  the  ka*  wiiom  the*  q^St^p,  df  Shba  had  hy  Solomon, 

\'^U.  ibid,  ,  '  '»  D^hift^vidr't^ELiBa/ AlmeVda,  At- 
L  ▼&&»»  CoDinc.  JL^^Of  LvMohjfH,  J;A#ra*u&,  .DaM*  f  s  Go%z; 
|XiCiANi>>  &al« 

B  z  ,  of 
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PerfecMied  pf  \vhoin  Vft  (hall  Caty  more  hereafter*    Thefe  looked  upon 


hySuiiam 

bcgued, 


Emlract 

CSrifiui* 
mtj. 


themfelves  as  natives  of  the  empire,  and  were  fettled  in  Dem^ 
hea^  Vegora^  and  Sanun^  whm  they  defended  themfeives  a 
long  feries  of  ages,  in  fome  of  the  A(^  ftrong  and  rocky  parts 
of  dsefekingdomsy  till  they  were  at  lengdidtOodged  and  dri- 
ven from  thence  by  the  emperor  Su/neus^  commonly  called' 
Sultan  Segmd.     Of  thefe  andent  JevtSf  many  embraced 
Chriftianity,  from  the  earlieft  times  c^  its  beii^  propa^te4 
in  this  empire,  which  leilened  dieir  number  confiderably  ; 
fince  which,  the  empire  has  been  fo  ftreightened  9ad  mai»- 
gled  by  xYi^CalaSy  vaft.riumbers  of  them  haTing  been  flain, 
and  the  reft  fo  feverely  handled  by  that  emperor,  that  many 
of  them  fled  into  other  countries ;  others  were  obl^ed  to 
embrace  Chriftianity,  and  Cved.  comfortably  riiere,  b j  theit 
feveral  trades,   fome  by  wedviog,  others  by  making  darts, 
javelins,  ploughs,  and  other  utm  Inftruments  <^  .huibaixb^r 
and  war,    they  being  reckoned  the  beft  worknfon  in  that 
branch  in  the  whole  empire;  by  which  means  their  number 
is  very  much  decreafed  to  what  they  were  even  in  the 
twelfth  century  ** ;  and  thofe  that  remain,  are  forced,  for  thflfe 
moft  part,  to  live  infom^  of  th&moft  craggy  andmoun* 
The  others  toiuous  parts  of ;  the  country.    Neither  hath  their  extreme 
hep  iheir  indigence  and  mifcry  been  capable  of  making  them  forget,  or 
Mdipuc-  fetaride,  their  ancient  diftinftion  of  caraites  and  talmudifts, 
;  of  which  we  have  formerly  gi^eft  a  foil  accoudt  S  but  retalb 
it  with  as  vehement  zeal  and  inveteracy  as  ever  (A). 


Exercift 
iradum 


Hon, 


\  Id.  ibid.  vid.  k  Bem.  deTudela  Itinemr. 
Hid.  vol.  iii.  p.  7,  &  feq.  x.  p.  485,  4t^  feq. 


«  See  An^, 


^  (A)  There  is  ftill  a  third  fort 
of  them,  we  are  told,  who  in- 
habit fome .  parts  of  the  Abif-, 

.  finian  frontiers,  between  them 
and  \,\icCafres,  who  dwell  along 
the  NHe\  thefe  own  no  depen- 

-dence  to  the  dftipdrors,  but  art 

•  a  kind  of  republic  of  themfeives; 
and  are  fuppdfcd  to  be  defceod- 
ed  either  fro^  thofe  whom  the 
kings  olAJ^rta  and  Babylon  ( 1 ) 
carried  avyay  captive,  or  from 
thofe  who  difperled  themfeives' 
over  the  World,  or  were  fold.by 


Tttus  Fejpafian  after  the  deftrac 
tionof5v^i^/«m.(2).  Onwhicl 
account  they  were  never  incoTi 
porated  with  thof&  that .  ca^Af 
hither  with  Meni/eck,  the  ibi 
of  Solomon^  king  of  Ifraet^  ba 
looked  upon  as  alieni,  and  bea 
to  this  day  that  epithet,  beinj 
called  by  tike  reft  SaBxa^  o 
Grangers,  or  exiles*  They  re 
tain  lliiL.theii'.  tUrenv  bibles 
though  iiv^beicorropt  calmudi 
dialed,  and  have  their  fyno 
gogues  like  the  i^y  but  wl^et 


^  •  .(l)-4  Kifi^t,  XYti.  fajf.  xxiv.  GMcxv.  faff,  tni;  tr  Amc,  Bifi,  ^^/.  it.  p,  31, 
^fid-  393i  (3  Iff*  (a]  i^id,  vol,  X.  i&.  6S6,  ^jef,- 

^  •  the 
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Next  tothc  Jiewj  zrc  the  MohammedanSf  whoareinfomeMdiam. 
lucaftiredifptfrfed  throoghthc  whole  empire,  in  fuch  numbcw,  .aed*»« 
thzt  they  are  reckoned  to  make  up  near  one-third  part  of  the  '"'*7  ••" 
inhabitants  of  the  Jbifflnian  .ctapire,  yet  live  friendly  and^"*'^*"'* 
<julpdy  with  the  Chriftians,  with  whom  they  arc  evcry-whcrc 
meermixed.     Many  of  thefe  give  themfdves  up  to  agricul- 
ture and  farming ;  but  thofe  that  make  the  greateft  figure^ 
aod  get  the  mol{^  riches,  are  the  faftors :  for  fince  the  Turki . 
have  deprived  the  JbiJ/inians  of  their  fea-ports  on  the  Red 
Sea,  they  -allow  not  any  of  the  Chriftians  to  refort  thither  for  En^rafi 
commerce,  fo  that  they  have  engroITed  it  wholly  into  their thi  nnMe 
own  hands  ;  and  whatever  gold,  and  other  commodities  zxt  commerce 
exported,  muft  be  conveyed  thither  by  the  Mohammedans  i^nd riches 
who  there  exchange  them  for  filks,  ftuflFs,  and  other  mer-^'^"** 
diandizes,  which  rticy  fell  to  them  at  a  very  high  price;  and?''*'' 
as  they  are  not  over-confcientious,  making  th^  greateft  gain 
of  this  traffic  with  the  Chriftians,    they  quickly  grow  immo-. 
^ferately  rich,  and  get  vaft  eftates  by  this  faftorfliip,  to  the 
^npoverKhing  of  the  Chriftians  *•,     How  Mohammedifin  wat 
irft  introduced  into  this  empire,  will  be  fcen  in  a  more  pro- 
per place  ;  and  we  have  had  frequent  occaflon,  through  the  , 
courfe  of  this  work,  to  obfervc,  how  very  much  that  refi- 
gion,  if  it  defervcs  t&at  name,  is  apt  to  infpire  its  profef- 
fors  with  a  more  dian  ordinary  contempt  for  w  others,  and 
to  behave  wrth  lingular  haughtinefe  and  tyranny  towards  all 
other  nations,  wherercver  they  gain  the  upper  hand  * ;  and  716/  A»** 
dio*  the  frequent  attempts  of  the  Turkijb  Sultans,  to  m'akegerofiti 
themfelves  matters  of  this  large  and  noble  country^  hv^eheingat 
hitherto  proved,  in  agreatmeafure,  abortive;  yet  it  is  much  ^^'^^^ 
to  be  feared,  that  their  ftripping  it  of  all  its  fea-ports  and^'^^^*' 
commerce,  feizing  on  fo  many  of  its  frontier  provinces,  joined  *  ^*^** 
to  their  having  introduced-  their  religion  not  only  into  oioft 
0f  the  neighbouriag  kingdoms,  but  even  into  every  part  of 
dus  empire,  will  fome  time  or  other  furniih  them  with  the 
iinhappy  means  of  enflaving  tt,  efpecially,  as  the  ignorance 
and  indolence  of  the  Abiffinian  clergy,  and  their  fubjcftion  to 
Ae  patriarch  of  Alexandria^  who  is  a  Hibje^,  and  too  often  a 

*  TctiraXf  AtvAa«x,  Lun^ot^n,  etal.fup.cit.  •  See 

kefore,  voL.i.  p.  35,  &  fcq-  205;  &  feq.  &  alib.  paff. 

4ieir  worfh^   and  fingmg'  is    ble,  than  k   is  ammigft  the 
poformed,  in  a  more  carelefs    reft  (3). 
.    and  (lovenly  jn^tnncr,  if  poffi-     , 

.  is)  JLudoljh,  /.  1,  e,  I4.  Travels  0/  tte  Jefuiu,  Ihc.t,  it  fii  *♦.  >^ 

*        •  '^  3  frealur^c 
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creatur^i  to  the  Porte,  and  fends  fuch  delegates  aiBOi^  them,  as 
are  the  moft  unfit  to  rule  over  that  finking  church,  doth  fo 
largely  contribute  to  the  Hill  farther  propagation  of  Ma^ 
bammedijhi. 
Getttiies        The  Gentiles,  whkh  inhabit  feveral  confideraUe  parts  ^  of 
inhabiting  this  empire,  are  chiefly  the  G alias ^  of  whom  we  have  already  ^ 
tmrtof.tbis  ^ven  an  account;  fome  tribes  of  whom  the  emperor  haidng 
gmfire*      fuiTered  to  fettle  in  bis  dominions,  in  order  to  make  ufe  ef 
them  againft  thofe  of  the  fame  nations  who  have  feized  oa  io 
great  a  part  of  them,  are  ever  at  war  wth  him ;  and  the 
Jgaus^  who  are  fettled  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bagdmeder  .and  ^ 
Gojam ;  m  the  former  of  which,  their  territories,  which  are. 
called  Lq/laf  are  fo  mountainous,  rocky,  and  fo  full  of  inac* 
deffiblepaflcs,  that  they  could  never  be  fubdued,  but  haYe 
been  able  to  maintain  themfelves  in  it  againft  the  united  forces. 
^,    .    '    of  the  emperor.  Thofe  of  the  kingdom  of  Cojam  inhabit  like-  , 
ttaas  fi«>  ^^^  *  '^8«  territonr,  about  twenty  leagues  in  length,  audi  ! 
highfitu'  about  fevcn  or  eight  in  breadth,    very  rocky  and  moua*.  ! 
li^9n  and  tainous,  though  nothing  like  that  of  L^a,    It  b. divided  into;  \ 
intnncb*   about  twenty  diftriAs,  each  under  its  ps^ticular.bead :  the.  , 
mtttts.       inhabitants  are  ftout  and  flerce,  and  have  their  habi^tioiis;  \ 
along  the  Nile.    Their  mountains  abound  in  provifions,  ajgul!  \ 
are  foil  of.  thick  woods  and  bamboos,  which  grow  likewife,  ' 
fo  clofe,  that  they  ferve  them  inftead  of  ramparts  and  trenches 
againft  their  enemies*  Through  thefe,  they  cut  fuch  ftreight  \ 
and  narrot,v  ways,  and  with  fuch  variety  of  turnings  aad[  ' 
windings,  that  oAe  would  take  them  for  fome  fpacious  laby-v 
rinths.     Withm  thefe  they  intrench  themfelves  in  tinae  o£ 
war,  at  about  a  mile  diftance  from,  the  entrance,  which  they 
take  care  to  ftop,  as  well  as  all  the  avenues  and  ways,  hy. 
laying  large  trees  acrofs  them,    Thefe  clofe  thickets  they  call 
Exeurfions^^^^^^  orfecutes;  and,  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all 
•  i  alitn-   their  avenues,  they  fally  out  like  fo  many  wild  beafls,  and 
n/aders.  ^  almoft  with  the  fame  favage 'fiercenefs,  and  with  their  bows 
^  and  arrows,  make  a  dreadful  havock  among  all  that  venture 

to  attack  them  '.  But  befides  thefe  kind  ot  out-works,  they 
have  their  furtatas,  or  deep  caverns,  fome  in  the  folid  rocl^: 
others  under-ground,  fuppofed  to  be  the  work  of  nature,  but 
whether  fo,  or  of  art  and  labour,  are  equally  ftrong  anddif- 
St/rrto  ^ficnlWaccefs;  the  cntr?^ce,of  them  is  very  natrow,  but  the 
^^Ins'f^^  iniide  fpacious  and  convcsnient ;  and  in  fome  of  them  they  ^have 
fprings  of  good  water,  for  their  own  and  their  cattle's  drink- 
ing,   in  thefe  they  cotmnonly  live  in  time  of  wsr ;  in  theo» 

'  Travels  of  the  Jcfoits,  lib.  i.  c.  8.  J.iii.  C.  5,  Ludolpu; 

et  al. 


Cf    .        fifty  i^f^<«fAt>iQk«l.  2f 

thqr  keq^ibfir  (hoards  ol  tttJUtt,  barl^,  ftbd  olliqr  gruM,;   •>' 
ft^gtthpr  With- fibok  cattle  afdfimi^   whUft  tfaije  enciay  14  ia   .  > 
tbetrfiDadm;.ftadfrQrt>  tbtffe  they  isuiko  tbsir  f«Uicsfmi> 
vned  fi]fCQifiQQS  uppaitltrm,  tluough  the  fi^9okc4  «^ iotri-'.  .  "^ 

due  patfasand  «kfilrs»  >tiMioq|jb  twUchit  ia  n»t  lo  tapglffi^ 
ta.pi]ijttc  ibem  hack  Miliwi4iBti9. 

.IKBjBW#ilifctfedfthdiri«li^  iftli^  JKtwanjTt  ^Ofm/iL 
dot  thqtaFc^addiAcd  to  smy^fupwflitioiiB  aMt) 

tefeiiEj%'«K^  .iftiiiiaw  ktodftvof  forc»fy» .  Tfatjr  hmfcgrcu:: 
ftoyidFlMioeyv  tf  iidttdi  iW  jmI»  a  pIfflifepfAMicr ;  aiid|^^  0<«^ 
dNmdance  0f  catide;  .oft.tbe  Hulk  a(id  ^floOl  ifJl.Mikk  tfaefw. 
Ih^muckj^  tbewtttj^^of  AcP4Har.    Xhdr cblhing^ 
is  90  other  000  the  (kins  of  tlv>fe  l>0iftB,  r^htfh  itbey  be^CDre/s. 
«Ui|aigttlieavy  dubs,  M  tttey.Mv«  Ivotl^  riteai  ^  a  fuf^r 
fcJctttthkBtt&andlfitiaWaocfe ;  thafe  tb^  ibKNt,  moiaad 
voiDQa,  lOver  thdr  iKidirt,  aad  tie  them  about thdr  iptddk^; 
viduiitaay  odMsr .{farnM^t,    They,  are  canmmlY  of  a  resji 
iaik  anopkBGiao,  tfaoi^  not.  .quite  bIa(Jt  lilof  the  Jiagroes^ 
tud,  for  the  moft  .part^ :  taU  and  weUiOM^iedt  &>iir,  aad  war*  Amm^' 
fike,  yet  hc^sxm  the  rapactaW  temper  of  the  CaHas,  and  *"  .77  •' 
adnr  ndghb^trging  ia^ers,  living  contented,  within .  thair 
imiteries,  more  folicitoos  to  .preferve  them  from  invafioo; 
than  to  intcode  upon  tbdr&  C» :    by  which  means  they  haye 
been  able  to  ddend  themfdyes  agatnft  tbefreenbooting  (S^^ 
fies  on  tkit  one  fide,  and  from  the  impeiul  'forces,  on  the  '"^ 

other,  from  time  immemorial ;  though  they  have  beeit:  imce         ' 
forced  to  fiibmit  to  the  fuperior  arms,  of  Sakan  Segued,  a  SuiJmd 
^murlikeprinee^  who  not.ooly  fubdued  them  tt)  hit  obe^ence^  and  con* 
bot  obliged  them  .to  embrace  Chriftiaoity  aboot  the  jnaoi verted. 
k6i4,  as  we  iballfee  in  tbefe^^  of  thi»dia|»ter.-    We  (haU 
ftyaothiogof  the^^^^ri,  aadribme  other  asiefioa  faouhea  O/i^r r«: 
utioas,  -dUperfed  throng  other  profritect  of  tlua  emfmie;  aUu 
coneeroingwhidr,  we  fSui^litrie  4llfe  men^ooed  by  our  aii« 
thors,  ea»:qpt  thi^  aaaies,.aid:the  part  dbey  hufe  aAed  ia 
feme  of  the  wars,  or  otigr.tniofcftiony>tbat  are  so  be.  met 
iritbiathochiftory,  wilhoiltany£urthac  partiai)hrrrcJatt&g 
to  them,  worth  our  readers  notice.         - :  ^   .       ,.    -        : 

ABOMefoch  «  Tariety*^  JMioos,  lad  ifochta camber  of 
ts^domsaadprsi^aoeSy-tfaa-e'flUift'-lKfoppsfiRi  ^pcopot^ 
tiobate  variety  of  laiigiiagQ$,/tbe  majcar  parti  tsf  which,  aie  lanpm^ 
^oUyimknown  toTu^  ^ 'Dbe^.^Srurrt'^t  iliUTemaiirtiiei^  4^//. 
j^peaka  Idnd  of  Jib^/rdli  bQtascbrFO|>c:aa  is  thrirrel^^ 
and  morals.  The  Moors  ufe  th»r  own  Arabic^  but  no  lefs 
Aort4  the  puritj  of  that.  aocif»t«i9Qg9Cur  ^i«ry.9ation» 

sld.ibld,  ^  .:^ 

E  4  f  rovioce^ 


ji  neAfriaiAm/hry$f  B.XVU 

Ethiopia  province,  tnd  sliooft  diftrift^  hftth  its  owh  JBakfts  tkaur-   ^ 
Yi^  Uarm-  whkh  is  in  ufe  at  opurt,  fmd  amoog  the  moll  poUte,  iSf  that*    j 
iJl0M-      of  the  kingdom  i^  Jmkara,   btu  >b  fpoken  mocc'^or  ]e£i;   « 
P^e^*       corruptly  in  other  provinces  ^:  that  of  the  kingdom  p£.  .t 
9%r^  hoMWver,  it  that  whic^  comes-  neireft  to  the  oldL  i 
Ethi^ie,  which  was  forced  cdgjive' place  to  that  of  ;4miara^i  « 
after  the  faihure  of  Uie  Zug^an^tf  ahon^  it  had  been  ttme  >  ;i 
out  of  mind  the  current  btngottgeof  £^^^10;  ami  comet*   i 
indeed  neareft  the  ancient  EtU^ic.     Tius  laft  ftill  retains  its.-  ; 
-  priftioe  di^ty,  -and  is  ftUl  in  nfe;^  not  only  in  all  their  relir^  1 
*  .giotts  and  killed  books,  in  theklng's  Idtxers  patent,    and.   j 
all  thdr  records,  but  in  their  Henries  ^ndrefiipousJivorftiip* 
.:   .  3ut  of  tMs  welhall have  the  lefs  to  fay,  having  focmerly  fp.*. 
ven  asfttiladdcsiptton  of  it,andof  its  peculiar  charaAer,  aod' 
affinity^  to  the  ancient  Hiire^,  Syriac,  aiKtother  oriental  Ian*: 
guages,  as  the  narrownefs  of  our  limits  would  permit,  aii4' 
to  which  we  fliaU  now  refer  our  reader^  and  to  the  more- 
elaborate  account  which  Mr.  LuJo^  hath  given  of  it  \  v 
U^:in        This  charaAer  and  language  is  by  them  (till  ftiled  Lef- 
their  H'     iona  Ggez,  which  may  be  properly  enou^  tranflated,  the 
turgiaja-  learned  language,  as  it  is  m  conflant  ufe ;  and  that  in  whkh  noe 
^^red  hooks,  only  ail  their  facred  and  religicfus  books  are  written,  but  which 
.  *^-           is,  or  Ihould  be,  undcrftoo<C  at  Icaft,  by  all  their  bUhops  and 
ck^Tmen ;  though  the  generality  of  thofe  of  the  latter  fort 
Cler^       think  themfelves  lufficiently  verfed  in  it,  if  they  can  but  read 
4f//ry  igno<-  and  perform  their  clerical  fandHons  in  it :    in  all  other 
ragt.         refpefts,  both  they  and  their  greateft  dignitaries   are   not 
only  very  ignorant,  but  very  zealous  to  continue  fo ;  think* 
.  ing  it  both  uielefs  and  dangerous,  either  to  hold  any  difputes 
with  thofe  that  are  of  a  Afferent  church  or  opinion^  and 
.    ^          even  to  read  any  of!  their  books;  and  that  it  is  fulBciem  for 
*  .w     them  implicitly  toradhere  to  all  the  articles  and  rites  of  their 
own,  as  ii«e  fliaU  further  (hew,  t^en  we  come  to  fpeak  of 
their  reiigioiu    Atf  for  arcs  and  fciences,  or  any  branches  of 
what-  we  rail '.polite  literature,  one  may  as  well  look  for  it 
among  tht/iafr^r,  and  other  wild  ^ricans,  as  either  among 
their  cletsy  or  laity. 

\:  In  all  other  vcfpsfts,  the  AlzJmioitsmgeDieiai,  both  priefts 

4ind  peoj^e,  'have  a  very  good  charaAer  given:  diem  by  mofl 

.  JRdrtugiufe  and  other  writers,  both  with  refpeft  to  their 

.     perfons  and  minds,  thrir  natoral  difpofttipti,  and  moral  vir^ 

tues.  .Withrefpeft  to  the  firft,  they  are  commonly  well 

.  -^  TiitiBjr,  LvDotrH,  et  al  ob.  fop*  .     *  See  Ane. 

Hift.  voLxviii*JLa8^,  &  fcf.  vid.  k  L^doJ'PRi  I.  xv.  c.  i.  & 

A  paff.  :  -  - 

,'       •  made. 


,  thoagh  of  a  browa  ofive  oomplcxioii;  their  fhape  is  fht  Abtf- 
jiid  m  fome  evea  majeftic ;  their  fcatoreB^well  propor*  iram  /«- 
d,  their  eyes  hige,  and  c^a  fparkBag  bUck,  their  aofes  Vf^^'^ 

than  flat,  their  lips  fmall,  and  tbdr  teeth  eK<<^^* 

f  white  and  hancUbme  (B)»  contrary  to  theinhabttania 

IT  or  M/to,  who  Jiaw  flat  oofet ,  tfakk  Kps,  and  thdr 

Doa  of  a  very  deep  blaek  ^    With  idpeft  to  their 

da,  ure  are  tdd  they  are,  for  the  far  greater 


rr,  afober,  femperate  people,  naturally  incfioed  to  virtue  Katandh 
i  pety ;  one  finds  them  commonly  kfs  uddifted  to  thofe^^^  ^^ 
es  which  reign  with  us  in  gurope ;  one  may  Ukewife  ob-  ^^^ 
Thft,  ia  thdr  mutual  conwrbdon,  a  great  d^ree  of  limpli*  ^^^ 
I jcity  and  innocence  '.    They  feem  quite  averfe  to  all  kind  of 
|crKltfi  ^nA  would  in  all  Ukelihood  have  continued  k  to  this 
J,  had  not  the  Portugusji  exafpcrated  them  into  an  equal 
herreoce   of  all  Fr^s  or   Europeans.     They  feldom, 
are  any  quarrds  one  with  another;  i  they  have,  and  their 
rUes  to  any  height,  as  it  fometimes  happens  on  parti- 

I'  ^  Thmz»  Alms yda,  Pati,  Lobo,  Lvdolvh,  Se  al.  fop. 
itit.  FoNCf  T»  p.  90»  Fr.  edit.  &  yo*  EngU  '  Gusaaaiao, 

'^Ana.xdaL  1607,  1608,  p.  3^. 


(B)  This  is  the  general  cha- 
ncer that  is  given  them,  with 
Kgard  to  their  perfons,  by  the 
confent  of  all  the  writers  above- 
neationad,  but  was  mofk  emi- 
Bendy  difplayed  in  that  of  ZW^ 
Chript,  a  native^  and,  accord- 
t^  to  his  own  pretenfions,  a 
pince  of  the  Aytjpman  empire, 
and  the  fon  of  the  emperor 
'ituij:Qb^  who  was  ilain  in  a  bat- 
tle againft  Su/neus^  or  Segued, 
Us  competitor.  This  prince 
appeared  in  Francs  in  tlic  year 
1653,  and  was  treated  there  as 
fach ;  bat  whether  defervedly, 
Q^QOt,  which  hath  been  much 
^ifpate^t  he  is  yet  allowed  to  be 
a  native  of  that  empires  and 
foch  a  one»  as  (according  to 
dkedefcriptiou  which  the  leara- 


ed  Sociart,  who  (aw  him  th^re^ 
gavt  to  Mr.  LuJolpb)  eclipfed 
all  the  princes  of  the  blood« 
with  the  gracefnlnefs  of  his  per-, 
fon  and  converfation  (4).  Yet 
is  not  this  lafl  gentleman  the 
only  one  that  believed  him  an 
impoftor,  by  many ;  tho^othcrs^ 
no  lefs  niunerQus  and  jodicious^ 
made  no  queftion  of  his  being 
really  defcended  from  the  im- 
perial family  of  Jbiffima  (5)1. 
However  that  be,  he  died  iti 
France,  in  the  26th  year  ofbia 
age»  at  Ruel,'  near  Paris,  and 
the  pidlure  which  fo  many  e^%- 
witnefles  have  given  us  of  him» 
fufficiently  (hews  how  far  the 
Abiffimatu  exceed  the  Nigritians 
in  the  comelinefs  of  their  ihape 
and  features  (6]. 


(4)  ItuUffb,  Kh.  il.  e,  7.  §.  wi»  f.  53,  ttfep  (5}  Retiaudot  contra  I»- 

^>  Magtrs,  Pal^im,  et  ml,  wd.  ei  UK  cut  77/if/.  Lti  etrsnget  Evemments  dm 
^Vn*  ^«  S,  J,  S«rgf»ifimi  Frinc€  Zaga  Cbrifi.  &t.  16)  Vid.  ^elUtty  AU 

»yi,  hA9^  et  tf/./tif ,  €it0tt  Is  Crm*  Bifi,  d»  Chrifiignifm d'A^ifinu,  I. i.^  7^ 

cular 
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jMR/fiw-.-TiiUy of yine,  or.fiiTgy.Mrbkb  b.ft ^inrfof'.^f^  owAem:l)W • 
'''^f^^^^  lej^JlQwcr,  mix^dj'with  ii*J|pe.  ioCM^M^  dn^,.  ifcj^  *S«^ 
dtadid.  A   dej,y^  it  b^y  tb«iww:4,  »  is  doa4  Hi  JSurp^k  b^t>  at:||jfl  i|ttft^ : 
by;«|»iSs.aQd  cudgrUiftg ;  aod  as  f9m  ^s^tbeir  fae»t;tMl|<»rt» 
bjr  dttU  »r.  lt>^igii|rve0tiQn  of  weicc :wa(0B»  «^  wfaiflJl^d^Y. 

an.  m-bitintiPAi :  <r1ay  ihe  .nrhol^.  ai(tttfi>  bofptis.  ji^fr«tfr«f i 
-  '  'tb6;pl9ce.*  H^KKhrbqr :ar^  aUoy^  Ca  ptetid  rfaoir  9^^^^?^: 
^flfe«f  •  wofdof  ritcmtb^  :wilho«tihc  h«^pf  a  kvfrycr>  or  t^vri^icinfC 
/cR^r^.    and^cb]^i^e4bl^rtiiM«.t^.bUl$.;9ad4nfi«rers;  «xid  ^^n.jn^fr' 
""   'tufiiit  is  Qac€;gtv*nj  yrh^er  by.Ae  judge  Qr«hei«sbifiir9lar»' 
they  mitbf^^Uy  ftaod  toJt»  withool>  grudge>  iXKCiii^r^  lor. 
a^^fkal :  by  wbWb^^cdUtiM  mMboil  they  me.  a  g^wNilt  ^Mi^ 
4me,  ^charge,  nof^dHcoftt^nt,  an64>^^9^^y  "d^'^f  *U^  .^ 
otb^r  «ixieacs  that  <ioi^attdyj|tteai.^ivlaw-fiiUs  (€)•».  i^:  - 
Genius  for  -^  Thby  ^re  naturatty  ;do^yc>  »and  food  i>f  ^knowklj^rwl^^ 
imtrMng.  w«5iEme  of  .th«;  j»aia  iiaotiiws  that  induced  tbeflOLtagtvQ  eh^ 
jefuit  milEonaries  fo  kind  a  reception  at  their  firft  coming ; 
aiHf  if  there  is tnotihore  kirmi^  found  amongfi*  tfaem»  ^it'  is 
xadsar  £or  want  of  proper -means^  than  of  capacity  of  attain- 
ing ij:,  efpeciaily  fioce  they  are-fo  heoK^ed  in  on  alludes, 
that  they  cannot  venture  out  of  then-  country  without  inuni* 
ment  Hanger,  nor-  repeiTe  any  ftf angers  amongft  th^m  .on  the 

(C)  This  admirable  difj^ofi-  !s,  if  we  may  bielicre  the  ac- 

iiop  of  the  geheratity  of  the  county  which  the  milTionanes. 

jliifftnians,  is  hnanimoufly  corir  givq  us  of  them,  they  are  of  a 

felTed  by  all  the  relations  we  ughr  unHeady  temper^  cruel, 

tiavcof  them,  inil  ieven  by  fa-  treacherous,     and    vindidlive, 

iher  Teilez,  who  is  feldom,  in  equally  ready  to  break,  as  to 

odier  oJcs,  inclined  to  fpcak  talcfe,  the  moft  folemn  oa;hs ;  to 

well   of  them;  however,    we  fwear  allegiance,    and    rebel, 

mufl  except  thdfe  df  the  kine*  aeainU    their    lawful   printes, 

dom  of  Tigret  Who  cbmmonTy  who^  on  their  fides,  .are  no  lefs 

indulge  their  refentment  to  ^o  a  readily  difpofed  to  forgive  the 

much  g^reater  length,  efpeciaily  grektefl  crimes  and  affronts,  and, 

in  cafe  of  bloodmcd;  In  which,  to  receive  them  again  into  fa- 

jiot  only  the  neareft.  rela^ons,  vour.     But  the  worft  ch^SR*ge  of 

but  all  the  kindredof  the  de-  all,and  perhaps  that  >^ich  hath 

ceafed,    live  years  together  in  beeii  the  mother  of  mo%  of  the 

open  enmity  to  the  flayer,  and  reft,from  that  quarter,' is  the^ 

M    his    'family:     this    they  'aroftafy  from  the /J(7»/?i?  catho- 

called  having  ^  blood  between  nc  faith,  after  they  had  once  fo 

them,  which  is  feldom  C3fpiat:d  readily  embraced  it ;  of,which^ 

^without  iheddinor  a  great  dcaA  more  in  its  proper  place (7). 


more  on  each  fide.    The  truth 

(7}  y^fi^*  Traviit,  lib.  i.  *.  J. 


fam< 


fine  foooHDt.    But  ^  mpft  tfteemtd  of  ill  the  {iibjoftt  df 

tUs  large  eo^nri^  for  leofie,  ic^geniflty,  courage,  equity,  %nd 

oikr  facial  wows,  ai!e  diofe  of  die  Idngdom  of  Enarrsa^^heVv^- 

vlucli  is  one  <^  the  laft  conqnefts  of  ikicAbiffiman  monaroM;  *"'  '^' 

tko^h,  as  we  hai^  hinted  herctofare,  it  hadi  coodnucd^^'^" 

Ac  moft  faithful  of  all  his  native  fubjcAs  ever  finoe  \  ^d9faU. 

kix  te  Abtjbdans,  in  g^tiend,  are  naturally  religioas,  Thegtmnt 
eien  to  a  high  d^ree  of  b^tty  and  fupcrltidon;   ^ftsx and MJ^^^,  . 
fioqueoters  of  theff.diiine  WOTihipy  devotees  to  fSh^  wxtott- fition  of 
roos  feints,  ftri6l  ^obferveca   of   their   failings  and    long/^^^Abif- 
Icttts  (D):  They^  behave  with  great  refpeft  and  modefty,  f^iaw- 
wtonly  towards  their  clergy,  but  more  efpedally  in  their 
dmrchcs,  which  tfaejr  never  enter  but  ^rii  then-  bare  feet  V^«atf/*- 
<m  wteA  accooBt'  the  pavemem  is  ([^omnionly  covered  With^y"''^^ 
carpels,  or  fcnnething  equivalent  8  they  are  never  ^^eard  to^^"^' 
fpeikor  whifparao-each  other,  to  blow  thdr  nofes,'nor     / 
ovea  to  tern  their  heads  on  one  fide.     They  are  denied 

^  jBce  bcfoire,  pag  }8. 


(D)  They  obfenre  four  Lents, 
like  the  oriental  t^hiurches ;  in%. 
the  great  Lent,  which  lads  fifty 
4tys ;  that  of  St.  feter  and  St. 
?W,  which  lafts  '^orty  days, 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
aeamefs  of  their€after ;  that  of 
die  Adbmptioa  of  oar  L^y, 
vluch  tails  fifie^  d»yt;  and 
tlut  of  Advent,  which  lafts  Ihtoe  ! 
^eeks.  In  all  which  Lent$  they 
iMain  from  eggs,  .  bufstgr^ 
cheefe,  and  do  not  toucli  any 
eataUe  or  drink  till  kfter  fun- 
fet;  hot  after  thatthey  may^t 
and  drink  tin  nw^ight.  In^ 
teid  of  butter  they  uie  oil ;  bfit 
isthey  have  no  dUvta,  they  ex*^ 
traft  theirs  from  a  fmall^graiii, 
whkh  is  far  from  unj^e^^ant.    - 

With  the  fame  fbriftn^s  they 
6ft  on  zWfTeJue/Jayjsu^iFnJa^j 
ef  the  year  5  and  always  go  to 
l*»fcr8  before  they  begin  their 
nealson  thofc  days.  The  ve- 
7  peafants  leave  their  work  to 
We  time  enough  to  perform 


that  duty  before  they  ofEer  19 

break  their  fail, 
."They  difpenfe  neither  old 
nor  young,  nor  even  fictc  per- 
fons,  from  ftfting,  tho'  in  fome 
cafes  they  *abate  ibmething  of 
thfe  rigdoroflt.  Their. children 
themieWes  are  boundti^  it,  from 
^fke  £}&  (timer  of  dieiriamitg'ad* 
jnit|lkd.4o^f  holy  e^mmimiony 
which  is  commonly  about  ten 
years;  of  aj;e  (S)p 

The  .  Moyf>k$  are  ftill*  more 
i!;ridl  and  rigorous.  Some  of 
them  eat  but  once  in  two  days 
oftheir  meagre  fare;  and  others, 
we  are  tol<i,  eat  only  on  Sundaysp 
and,  .fptnd  the  reft  of  the  week 
in  devotion;  fame  of  them 
fpend  0e  whole  holy  ^  week 
Without  eating  or  drinking, 
lyiany  other  inftances  of  morti- 
fication are  pradifed  by  thofe 
monks  and  other  devotees,  which 
are^  fcarcely  credible,  and  fot 
which  we  fhall  refer  opr  readers 
to  the  authors  themfelves  (9), 


entrance. 


aAtActf  if  they  negleft  to  appear  ckan  and  neat,  b^hjfi 
their  bodies  aad  dr&.   Perhaps  they  have  learned  this  frost 
the  Mabammedansy  who  are  lAtermixiai  among  them,  and' 
vhOy'how  remtfs  foever  they  aire  in  other  particulars  of 
thrir  religion^  yet  alvrays  behare  >vith  the  moft  exempi^ 
refpe^  in  dteir  moTques  ^.  • 
f^fgarJ         Thbt  pay  no  lets  a  regard  to  rdicki  and  ail  kind  of  re- 
jfbr  their    Ugioas  imagery,  of  which  they  have  great  variety,  both  irf 
fi}^t5,ri'  tWcchnrchcs  and  donoieftic  oratories;  fuch  as  crucifixes, 
Uch^oMd  pi^res  and  ftatues  of  the  wgin  Mary^  and  dll  their  faints 
'**^*^"*     They  even  afFcft  /to  wear  their  httl^  images  about  them  by 
way  of  ornament,  as  well  is  devotion ;  and  a  prefent  oi 
this  nature  is  more  regarded  amoi^  them,  than  one  of  a 
Ti^Air  W9- far  more  intrinfic  value  P.    t'hcir  very  women,  though  far 
Men.mj0y^  from  that  reclufenefs  and  ftriftnefe  which  is  fo  common  over 
|2f^  ^'"    all  thde  warm  climates,  affeft  much  to  mix  thefe  fuperlfH* 
^^^**       ijoos  ornaments  among  thofe  which  are  more  pecuKar  to 
their  fex  and  different  ranks ;  the  meaneft,  amongft  their 
trinkets ;  and  thofe  6f  quality,  among  Aeir  fineft  jewels. 
The  latter  ufually  go  gorgeoufly  drefled  in  the  richeft  fillcs 
and  brocades ;  their  upper  garments  arc  wide  and  foil,  not 
fAffV        VOlike  ,our  church  furpliocs.    They  attire  their  heads  and 
dreft.        ^^'^  ^^  hundred  different  wayr,  and  take  care  to  have  their 
ears  adorned  with  the  richeft  pendants*    They  fpare  ao  coft 
CO  embelUfli  their  necks  with  the  moft  .cofily  ornaments  <yf 
chains,  jewels,  and  other  embeUUhments  ** :  and  in  thtie  va* 
nities,  they  are  the  iefs  to  be  wondered  at,  as  they  indulge' 
Yhepem*  themieives  in  a  much  greaner  liberty  of  going  abroad  and 
iiarfri'vh  vifiHng,  than  the  Turkiflk  and  other  ladies  of  this  part  of 
kfesofthe^^  w<^ld ;   who,  though  rooftly   confined  at  home;  and 
vfomin.     feeing  none  but  their  hulbands  and  (laves,  yetare  no  Ids  cu» 
rious  and  lavifti  to  (hew  themfelves  to  tlieth  in  the  moft 
T*r  halit  advantageous  and  richeft  attire.  The  habit  of  men  of  quality^ 
rfthemiTuis  a  long  fine  veft,  dther  gf  filk  or  cotton,  tied  about  the 
middle  with  a  rich  fcarf :  that  of  the.  citizens  is  much  the 
fame,  but  of  cotton  only,  they  not  beiog^  allowed  to  wear 
filk,  neither  is  thar  cotton  of  the  feme  fincnefs :  the  com- 
mon people  have  only  a  pair  of  cotton  drawers,  and  a  kind 
of  fcarf,  or  piece  of  the  fame  linen,  with  which  they  cover 
the  reft  of  their  body.     And,  till  about  a  century  ago,  this 
was  the  common  drefs  of  all  the-  country,  ndne  but  the  cmr. 
peror  and  royal  family,  and  fame  diftinguiftied  favourites, 

•  See  before,  vol.  i.  k  feq.  paff.     P  Powcet,  ct  al.  fop.  dtat. 
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nfsere  ailowtd  to  'w«v  any  other  t  and  that  piece  of  doth 
ferved  them  at  m^  for  a  blaafcet  or  Oatett  to  wrap  d^iii> 
tdves  hi.  As  to  the  women,  we  xoky  fuppofe  that  th^ 
vere'aliowed  to  go  as  fine  and  gmteel  as  their  cnrcnm- 
flanea  would  dlow  them,  fedng  they  were  permitted  to 
ippear  abroad,  and  viiit  their  friends  and  idations.  How 
they  came  by  fnch  an  nncommon  privilege  in  this;  above 
all  eailem  countries,  we  cannot  find ;  only  this  one  tn$f 
jihmlj  percdve,.  that  their  hu(bands  are  nothing  lefs  than 
pleafed  with  it;  and  rather  bear  with  it  as  with  an  ill  habif^. 
agaiaft  which  they  can  find  no  remedy,  than  as  a  mark  of 
pofitenefs  and  grandeur. 

It  is  ftiU  harder  with  thofe  who  have  inarried  piiiicefles  ^mkm  <. 
«f  the  royal  blood,  and  who,  on  that  account,  ftretch  tl^drff^'(^ 
privileges  much  farther,   and  thinic   no   gallantries,   hov^i^**^^'^ 
iiynrious  foevcr  to  thdr  honour,  ought  to  be  denied  ^^/. 'f^r 
thicBit  in  which  liberties  they  are  fo  for  upheld  by  **/!^ 
own  relations,  that  all  complaints  againft  them  will  not  onlv    .    *  . . 
be  ia  vain,  but  be  taken  very  ill  \    It  is  not  fo  indeed  wim  [ 

th»fe  of  inferior  rank,  who,  excepting  thefe  gadding  e3C« 
carfiQQs,  which  caftom  allows  them,  are  generalljr  very  6b» 
isrving  and  £udiful  to  their  huibaa^s.    Thele  are  obliged, 
&r  the  moft  part,  efpedally  among  the  meaner  fort,  to  coo-  lowir 
ddTcend  to  Come  of  the  moft  laborious  dBEces  of  the  family ;  cUtfi  ^ 
fuch,  particularly,,  as  that  of  grinding  all  the  com  that  isivmeM 
ufedinit,  which  the  loweft  mdle  flaves  will  refufe  to  ioi  grind  c$rm 
fcr  as  they  have  no  mills,  they  arc  forced  to  grind  all  things/^'*  ^^' 
ky  hand,  whether  it  be  for  bread  or  for  drink ;  and  thisA*»0'- 
auft  be  repeated  every  day,  bccaufe  what  is  made  one  day  ^^^^  ^^ 
will  be  good  for  nothing  by  the  next,  which  makes  the  hut  band-- 
talk  {till  harder ;  becau&  it  requn*es  much  labour  and  firing  «»/&• 
to  prepare  thenu     If  thefe  were  the  mills  an  Abiffinian  once 
boafted  of,  faying,  '^  That  the  emperor  had  no  lefs  than  500 
of  them  in  Ms  camp/*  he  might  as  well  have  faid  5000 ;  for 
a  le(s  quantity  could  have  hardly  been  fufficient  for  it ;  and 
this  ihews  rather  their  want  of  induftry,  than  their  gran- 
deur... 

In  their  marriages  they  are  in  feme  points  rather'  \f)o Marriage 
ftria,  as  in  forbidding  it  to  perfbns  in  the  2d,  3d,  and  even  abufed  a- 
4*  degree  of  CQhfanguinity  ;   but  in  others  very  rcmifs.  mongfhem. 
They  allow  marri^gp  to  b?  of  divine  infUtutipn ;  and  -(if  we 
viU  belie?e  this  j^^^n^xs^  of.  the  mLQiooaries^  *)  they  give  it 

»  Id.  ifcid.  vid.  et  toBO  ub.  fup.  p.  73.       f  See  Le.  Grand 
tkifnp.  diflcrt.  i3»  p.  335,  et  feq.  "^  , 
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awii  Ihe  dde  of  lachMnent;  ia  coii£aqpaaior  of  wfaich  tfa^ 

thiok  it  vnlaMrfol  foe  a  flMui  to  hate  mom  t^n  one  urife  at 

OBce.    MeitlMr  do  tjbey  allow  any  to  be  lawfol,  uakft  the 

perfotts  have  been  joined  by  a  prieft':  and  yet  there  .are 

Dumbeiraof  them  that. have  a  ptecality  of  wives,  aad  live 

Polygamy  ^\x^  them  unmokfled.    Such  ate,  indeed^  dqMived  by  the 

^/rr^/i^/   ^12^)^  ^  the  benefit  of  the  holy  coflunumcM,  on  aox^nt  of 

?  tbefcandal  it  bringsi  to  leli^n:  biit  the  flate,  not  deeming 

"^^  '*       |xilygamy  to  be  detnmcfital  to  ibdety^  fii&r  k  to  go  im^ 

mokCbd  (£). 

Di*uorees       QivoRCE  Ukewife  is  reckoned  unfawAd,  eauept  &  ca£e 

^hy  fo      of  breach  of  conjugal  fideUty;  and  yet  nothii^  is  mone 

f^^uHti   ^QnmMmly  jfiiJScitA:  amongft  them,  even  wliere  no  fiich 

f>lesa  i$io  madi.as  pretended.    Nary,,  we  are  even  told  that, 

till. the  coming  of  the  mtffionaries  tMther,  they  nfed  to  ooq* 

.traft  theif  marro^es*  inibch  a  manner,  and  with  fuch  referves, 

as  they  thought  would  render  them  invalid,  and  open  a 

door  for  fuch  divorces;  that  is,  with  fiitch  tadt  or  expielB 

^^^j      CQirfent  that  they  ih«uld.  pirt  firaon  each  other,  whenfoerdr 

^*'         they  fbnnd  that  they  conld  not  mutnaily  ^n»;  and  eves 

^vo  each  other  fome  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  thw 

;^Qmlf6*     The  principal  ^oltve  for  •  thefe  divorce  befides 

that  allowed  by  the  gofpel  V  w^e  want  of  cluldren,  ^ 

.*.«/ '.  •  ■  ...» 

t  Matth,  V.  32,  &  fcq. 

(£)  The  miflioiiaries  boaft  of  So  remife  ha4  they  been  in  dtat. 
it  ^s  fi  great  piece  of  mer^t;  ;iot  ppint,  ti^  the  coming  of  thef^ 
only  that  they  reformed  thefe  fathers  among  them*.  , 
abufes  among  all  tjieir  converts'.  Father  ^elu%  moreover  men- 
.  bat  likewife  that  their  example  tions  an  antient  cuftom  amdn^ 
excited  the  Ahijpman  clergy  to  iiitAhtJpman  emperors,  of  hair- 
do the  fame  among  their  laity,  ing  not  only  a  great  number  of 
That  one  of  them  tells  us,  that  wives,  4>Qt  likewife  a  fnaltitnde 
a  m^n  of  >his  acqaamtance  had  of  coocuhlaes,  fuppoTed  to  Ikave 
livedfolpng peaceably witb his  been  intfodmaed  among  thmtt^ 
three  wives,  that  he  had  had  no  in  imitatapa  Qf  jilbcir  progenitotv 


lefs  Aan  thirty-feven  children  Solom^rt^  king  of  ffrael,: ;  ba;t 

by  thero»  without  receiving  any  adds,  xl6?.  .when  Su/nms^  or  ra- 

othercenfureormoleftationthan  ther  Soltan  5^^;^f^,  caipe'cobe 

that  of  his  being  debarred  from  convened  to  their  church,  thefe 

the    fecred    communion     and  eood  fathers,  refbfed  him  abYo« 

ahurch-worihip.    Bat,  upon  his  lutiotij'liirire  had  caft  them  all 

lepudiattng  the  two  laft,  he  wa-s  olF  except'Us  firft  ( t  r)I. 

again  re-admitted  to  both  (10.)  / 

{10  ;  Al'vares  Hi/},  AhlJ,  tf.  20.    Vld^  Ludo^b^  hi,  m,  cap,  6#  5-  90,' ff  j^* 

(n;  llj7.  Abijf.  iX  c.  i^.  '     /.   ^.     .-           "^  ^^'    ^^ 


firifc 


firilb  tbom  tihem»'ajnmnal  diflike  qriHfagr^emeor,  bt^dily 
iBfirmifics^  a  fii^eiiag  ficluie&»  ud  fiKh-like ;  10  all  whkh 
cfifed  the  woman  iurth  liie  feme  privilo^  of  ab»>gating  tl:^ 
mrri^ecoBtiaft  wth  lile  «iaii.    The  dUfitti^ed  party,  in 
(iich  cafes,  applies  Jiril  to  >diie  AkUnm^cv^  patriafc^,  or  ta 
thetr  iHftop  ;  •  aad.  hairing,  oht9i»ed  thp  defir^d  divoicoi 
liiuch-is.  fiddom  deined^  if  the  partf  casftpt  be  prevaile4 
uppft  iosrwitbdraw  his  or  her  foie,  tfaey  m^t  petition  for  ^ 
licenoejfor  cotttraAiog  ^  &e(h  marriage,  and  obtaia  it  vn^ 
the  fame  eafe ;  even  wbst^  the  reafons  aUeged  are  fo  ^ivo* 
lotf»,  fbat  the  prdtte  cannot  adaut  of  them,  thqr  may  l^ve  . 
feeoiicfe'  «d  (oac  tafmor  pricft,  of  a  more  pliable  oatfir^ 
fribo  ^prlU  malee  na  difficulty  to  mtrry  chetd;  ia  which  cafir 
tliey  are^^aBly  iiaUe  to.be  eacduded  ft^m  the  (acred  com? 
mnrnoD  foi^  fome  time,  oiore  or  id$.     Thi»  makes  thefe 
divorces  as  frequent  as  they  are  eafily  obtsjoied^  among 
aarsted  peo{^  efpeodly  thofe  of  tlie  richer  fort;  whilil| 
idth  regard  to  the  fptnd  motive,  die  breach  of  fidelity  oa 
either  £de,  they  fimi  often  a  gentkr.  way  of  £dvii^  <hat  ^^^f^rf 
(n^i  hy  fome  fim^  Qr.pmfent,  ofuivaknt  to  the  wrongs  or  '^/^^ 
at  Jbaft  liich  as  the  wronged  party  deems  to  be  fuch:  ^^"-^  ^ 
married  people,  it  feems^.have  here  each: of  them  their, qw4^*^"'* 
lands,  goods,  and  chatteb,  in  prt^rid^  and  fo  can  make -a 
foitiible  Gompenfadoa  for  the  traofgreffion  \    But  whera 
fuch  a  compofitlon  cannot  be  agreed  on  between  the  iojaref  How  pu- 
and  injured,  the  women  are  commonly  the  moft  feverely  nijhedou 
paniflied  pf  the  two,  and  in  a  way  that  is  fotofethiog  iivL^the^ivesx 
gular;  ibr  firft  (he  is  condemned  to  ^e  lofs  <tf  all  her 
goods,  ^4  to  go  outof  her  hufband's  houfe.  in  a  meajv  or 
tagged  dfeis,  with  aq  exprefs  prohibition  never  to  come  in- 
to it  again.     2.  All  that  Ihe  is, allowed  to  carry  out  wltA 
Bar' IS  a,Tcwiag  noedle,  *by  which  ftij?  may  get  a  livelihood^ 
y.  Sometimes  Ihe  is  condemned  to  lofe  Jier  chief  ornanient, 
her  bead  of  ha|r,  and  t;ate  clofely  (hayed,  except  one  fipgle  ., 

lock  on , her  fOre-top,  wmiK  .only  dijguifes  her  the  "fribr^. 
AB  this. wholly  depx^nds  oii    the  hu(baod*s  will,  who,  if 
he  thinksproper, , pay 'fake  her  in.  again,;  or,  if  he  dotl^ 
Bot„ .  they  may  ,botH  p^ifi  \yh*ere^  thq^  will  or  can.    If  the  ^  *^  hfi' 
hiiff^nS  he  the  ofleo^^r,'  %^  Ts  likewife  liable  to  be  punifhed^  handa 
ai  W€ll..aS-.the  won^a.  wtt^^  whoiQ.  itie  hath,  offended ;  bu| 
thai>  ftl4^m  mpp^ips  yh\^er  (|^hah .  a .  fine,  upon  them ,  feoth, 
w^li  is'appropriajted  t,0'\tlae  plaintive  w^e.   ThusMewifcoff/ArtV^ 
the'paramour  of  the  kSultrefs,  if  convicted,  is  condemhe<lra«oiir^. 

,        »  Sce*TitLB«,  Almbys  A>' Alvajlss,  X:tio:^vn\  Losb,  and 
LeGrand,  ttb.  fup.         • 

to 


to  what  they  ftile  (he  Grco^rbah^  that  is,  to  a  fine  of  forty 
cows,  horfes,  fuits  of  clothes,  iyc.  and,  if  unable  to  pay 
it,  he  remains  a  prifoner  ^ith  the  hufband,  at  his  difo'Or 
tion,  till  he  doth;  or  if  h^  lets  hkngo  befeie,  he  oblige!? 
iitni  to  fwear  that  he  is  going  to  fetch  what  will  fatisfy 
Mm ;  trpon  which  the  gnUty  perfoii  ledds  htmfomewme, 
and  a  piece  of  ciow's  flefh,  and  they  eat  and  drink  together  $ 
and  upon  his  afkhig  pardon  of  the  offended,  he  firft  remits 
him  one  part  of  the  fine,  and  then  another,  and  a  thirds 
and  at  laft  fbrgif  es  him  the  intire  fine. 
Maniagtf  Upon  the  whole,  marriage  among  them  is  no  better  than 
mure  hwr^  a  firm  bargain  or  contraA,  by  which  both  parties  eng^^ 
V^*  to  cohabit  and  join  their  ftocics  together,  as  long  as  they  l£er 
each  other,  after  which  they  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  part.  8^ 
that  there  can  but  little  gallantries  or  epurtfliip  be  required 
bdFore-hand,  or  any  other  ceremony,  except  the  content  of 
the  parents,  and  the- interchange  of  a  few  presents;  except- 
ing what  is  performed  by  the  prieft  at  church,  or  at  the 
charch-do(»r.  This  cuftom  of  meeting  and  bleffing  the  caa* 
^^  dfdates  for  marriage  at  the  church  doors,  is  doubtlds.  de* 
*^*'  rived  to  them  from  the  J^wj,  among  many  others ;  none 
but  pricfts  and  deacons  being  married  within  the  body  of 
the  church.  We  find  fomething  like  it  praftifed  formerly 
in  Englandy,  and  taken  notice  of  by  old  Chaucer,  in  his^^ 
§f  Bath,  in  this  diftich  ;  > 

She  was  a  worthy  woman  aU  her  Ufe, 
Hnjbands  at  the  church-door  badjbe  hoi  Jive  ** 

In  this  part  of  the  matrimonial  celebration,  the  officiating 
prelates  or  priefts  are  very  liberal  of  their  ceremonies,  prat- 
ers, incenfing,  and  finging.    We  flidl  give  an  inftance  of 
one,  as  related  by  an  eye-witnefs  \,\ti  which  the  Ahuna,  or 
patriarch,  officiated  in  chief. .     .,     / 
Ifim*  cek-     The  bride  and  bridegroom  Were  waiting  at  the  church 
hratedat  door,  where  a  kind  of  bed  or  couch  had  been  prepared  for 
church,      them,   and  on  which  the  patriarch  ordered  them  to  feat 
themfelves :    he  then,  with  lus  crofs  in  one  hand,    and 
*      an  incenfer  in  the  other,  makes  a  kind  of  proceffion  round 
them ;   and  then  laying  his  hands  on   their  heads,  tells 
them,  that  as  they  now  become  one.flefli,  fo  they  ought  to 
.  ^     have  but  one  heart  and  one  will ;  this  \i  followed  by  aihbrc 

exhortation,  fuitable  to  the  bcdafidn;  aftet  which  he  goes 

'  "      •  .       ."*  :    -     .        *  -  ^      .   - 

.   ♦  Selden  uxor  Hebr.  lib.  ii.  c.  27.        .   f  Atv^aEz  |ibi 
fop.  Vid.  &  Le  GaAND,  diiTcrt.  13.  p.  340.  » 

iatd 


tj^  ibe  Emphri  vf  Abiflibla.  6i 

into  the  church,  and  celebrates  the  divine  office,  at  \itrhlch 
they  both  ai&Il ;  and  that  being  ended,  he  gives  them  his 
bkffii^,  which  makes  the  marriage  valid,  and  fo  difmi/Iei 
tten.    The  more  religious  fort  not  only  attend  divine  fer* 
tkc,  iut  receive  the  holy  communion  either  juft  before  or 
after  thdr  being  joined  (F)  *".     What  other  feftivities  and 
rejoicings  attend  thofe  nuptials,  we  are  not  told;  except ^^^^^^ 
that,  even  after  confummation,  the  hufband  and  wife  keep^'^'^'fi 
thdr feparate  tables;  or  if  they  agree  to  eat  together,  each^'^^'* 
bring  their  own  viftuals,  ready  drcfled,  with  them,  or  fend         * 
(hem  in  before,  by  their  fervants  or  flaves. 

We  have  already  hinted,  in  part,  how  fober  and  modt^Tbetrmeim 
rate  they  are  in  thdr  eating ;  and  we  might  have  added,/tf«i/, 
thatno  food  can  be  well  coarfer,  meaner,  or  moredifguft* 
H  than  theirs,  even  among  the  better  fort.  A  piece  par- 
bo3'd,  or  half  broild,  but  for  the  moft  part  quite  raw  fle(h^ 
ftofily  berf»  This  is  ferved  up  on  an  }9pasy  or  cake  of 
bread,  ground  and  made  by  the  women,  of  wheat,  peafe, 
millet,  teffi  or  other  forts  of  grain,  according  to  their 
drcnmftances :  fo  that  this  Jpas  ferves  them  not  only  in- 
ftead  of  a  difh  or  plate,  but  likewife  inftead  of  a  napkiif 
or  table-cloth,  which  they  never  ufe  at  their  tables.    For 

•  Dehis  vid.  Tellez,  lib.i.  c.  i6.  v.  35,  &fcq.  Alvarez^ 
LvDOLFH.  lib. ill.  C.6.  f.  102.  iv.  c.  4.  §.  2.  Lobo,  voy.  3. 

(F)  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  longer  than  they  can  like  each 

dttt  all  their  marriages  are  ce-  other,  then  the  ceremony  is  on- 

kbmed  with    fuch  pontifical  ly  performed    either    at    the 

ttreffl(my:neverthele(s  whether  church  ^o^v^  or  in  any  other 

duftoficebepei'formed  byabi-  place,  by  any  obfcure  prieft; 

ftop  or  a  prielt,  die  fame  rites  for  then  they  think  their  union 

•f  ihoenfing,     proceilioning,  lefs  binding,  as   it  is    indeed 

chanting,  &r.   at  the  charch*  deemed  lefs  valid  by  the  der- 

i»r,  and  aififting  at  the  divine  gy  ( i  z). 
fance,  are  always  obferved.        This  is  the  fad  account  our 

^Hwicver  there' is  a  mutaal  de-  mjfionaries  give  us  ofthejhame^ 

ire  in  the  married  couple  that  ful  froftitution  of  that  holy  rite^ 

to  murriage  Ihould  be  made  both  by  the  friefts  and  laity ;  if 

ai  valid  as  pofiible ;  becaufe  irf  their  joint    and  flrenuous  $mI 

^  cafes,  a  divorce  is  not  ob-  mgainft  thefe  holy  fathers    and 
iMed  widiont  great  difficulty,  '  their  thurch^  which  hfijiened  their 

J»W|,  it  be  for  breach  of  con-  expulfion  out  of  the  ivhole  empire^ 

iBguidelity*     But  when  they  hath  not,  perhaps,  too  far  induced 

•Iter  that  ftate  only  with  a  view  them  to  exaggerate  it, 
ttd  tacit  referve  to  cohabit  no 

f  u;  SfeTflleti,  Almtyda,  Loh,  LMpb,  et  al.  fup,  citMt, 

Mod;  Hist  .  Vol.  XV.  F  whenever 
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whenever  they  have  any  chicken  or  mutton  broth  ferved  up, 
or  any  other  fpoon-meat,  the  Jpas  ferves  them  inftead  o^ 
fpoons  to  eat  it  with,  and  of  a  cloth  to  wipe  their  mouths 
and  hands.     Thefe  laft  difhes  are  commonly  ferved  up  V9^ 
black  earthen  porringers,  or  diflies,  covered  with  what  they 
call  EfcambiaSf  which  are  like  caps  made  of  fine  ftraw* 
Thofe  of  the  greateft  quality,  and  even  the  emperor  him* 
fclf,  have  no  better  at  their  tables ;  and  that  which  is  old- 
eft  is  the  moft  cfteemed  among  them*.     As  their  meadr 
have  nothing  that  is  inviting,  fo  neither  have  the  fauces 
Sftafiefiil  which  they  eat  with  them  ;  they  commonly  fvdm  with  but- 
Jituues^       ter  turned  into  oil,  and  tafte  and  fmell  of  fome  very  ftrong 
ingredients,  which  fo  add  to  their  difrelijfli,  that  an  Euro^ 
pearly  even  a  Spaniard  or  Portuguefcy  can  hardly  tell  hour 
to  behave,  when  invited  to  their  table  (G),  and  are  ufually  , 
obliged  to  rife  with  an  empty  ftomach.     They  have  one 
cleanly  cuftom  at  their  meals,  viz.  to  wafli  their  hands  bcr  , 
fore  they  fit  down,  becaufe  they  touch  every  thing  they-^ 
7hi  rich    eat  with  them  ;  and  thofe  of  high  rank  are  ftill  more  liicS; , 
^e  fed  fy  -jjj  that  particular,  who  have  their  vidluals  cut  into  bits, 
and  conveyed  to  their  mouths  by  fome  young  pages  ^. 


band. 


*  Vid.TELLEZy&'C.  ubi  fup. 
Travels,  l.ii.  c.  12.  &al. 

(G)  And  this  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill  look,  reliih,  and 
flavour,  of  their  niceift  dilhcs, 
but  becaufe  it  is  reckoned 
amongft  them  a  piece  of  high 
breeding  to  gobble  large  mouth- 
fuls,  and  to  make  as  much  noife 
as  they  can  in  chewing  their 
meat :  it  being  a  common  fay- 
ing  amongft  them, 7"^^/  none  hut 
heggarly  tAjretches  chetM  their 
meat  only  on  one  Jide,  and  none 
hut  thie*ves  and  robbers  eat  luith* 
cut  makifTg  a  noife.  All  which , 
added  to  the  uneafy  poflure  of 
fitting,  and  other  parts  of  the 
ceconomy  of  their  table,  render 
their  bell  treats  almofi:  infup- 
portable.  Their  greateft  regale 
IS  a  piece  of  raw  beef,  brought 
in  reeking  warm  from  the  beaft; 
and  if  they  invite  company  to 
,cat  with  them,  the  whole  quar- 


y  lid.  ibid.  up.  fap.  Jefnlti 

ter  IS  ferved  up  at  once»  widi\ 
plenty  of  fait  and  pepper.  The 
gall  ferves  inftead  of  oil  and  tU 
negar.  Some  add  a  kind  of* 
muftard,  peculiar  to  them,wh]ck 
they  call  Manta,  and  which  is 
made  of  what  they  draw  out  of 
the  paunch  of  the  ox  or  cow» 
This  they  ftew  fome  time  en  the . 
fire  with  pepper,  fait,  and  a 
fliced  onion,  before  they  bring 
it  to  table,  which,  when  covered. 
with  fuch  a  lai^e  piece  of  warm 
raw  beefj  and  iealoned  with  the 
above-mentioned  fauces,  is  as 
highly  efteemed  among  them, 
as  one  fumilhed  with  the  great** 
eft  dainties  would  be  among  at 
(13.)  Butthisdifiicanonly  be 
purchafed  by  the  rich,  on  ac*-, 
count  of  the  pepper,  which  is. 
very  fcarce  and  dear  in  this. 
country. 


( 1 3)  Set  Loh  ub.fup,  />,  yx.     Ttlk^,  Luiil^h,  tt  mL  fip,  titMf. 
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Theik  tables  are  commonly  round,  large  enough  amongT^nV  ta^ 
the  rich  for  twelve  or  fourteen  perfons  to  fit  about  them  ;^^i  iow 
but  fo  very  low,   that  the  guefts  only  fit  upon  carpets,  ^«^''«*«^* 
and  the  meaner  fort  upon  mats,  pr  on  the  ground.     They 
oUerve  the  good  old  cuftom  of  not  drinking  any  thing  till 
tfaey  have  finifhed  their  meals ;  their  common  rule  is.  Plant 
faft,  and  then  water.    But  after  the  table  is  cleared,  xh&Caroufing 
caps  and  fiaggons  are  brought  in,  and  plied  fo  merrily  about,/>^  their 
efpecially  at  their  feafb,  that  the  quantity  makes  amplq/^^'r 
amends  for  the  fmallnefs  of  the  liquor,  and  feldom  fails  of 
fetdng  their  tongues  a  running,  till  their  brain  being  quite 
turned,  their  legs  can  hardly  carry  them  from  their  feats. 
For  their  common  liquor  is  neither  wine,  cyder,  fine  ale, 
or  ftrong  beer,  but  is  made  of  five  or  fix  parts  of  water  to 
one  of  honey,  mixed  in  a  jar,  with  a  handful  or  two  of 
parched   barley   meal,  which  fets  ijt  a  fermenting;   after 
which  they  put  into  it.fome  chips  of  a  fort  of  wood  which 
they  call  Sardo^  which,  in  five  or  fix  days,   takes  ofi*  the 
fulfome  tafte  of  the  honey,  and  makes  the  whole  very.pa-C^^ij,^ 
latable   and  wholfome,    though  nothing  fo  ftrong  as  oxxxdrink 
wines,  and  other  fuddling  liquors.     They  might,  indeed, ww/f. 
make  excellent  wine  from  their  grapes ;  but  whether,  thro* 
indolence  or  ignorance  of  managing  it  fo  as  to  keep  %  they 
content  themfclves  with  the  hydromd  above-mentioned,  or^f :^^  ** 
With  a  fort  of  beer  made  of  barley  meal,  mixed  wi4:h  fome*^'*''. 
intoxicating  drugs  for  their  common  drink :   though  they 
make  a  kind  of  extempore  wine  for  the  holy  communion, 
which  is  extrafted  from  dried  grapes,  foaked  fome  days  in 
fiiir  water :  this  is  done  to  avoid  its  contrafting  any  aci- 
dity, which,  according  to  their  canons,  renders  it  unfit  for 
that  ufc  (H)  \ 

The 

«  Tellez,  Lobo,  Ludolph,  1.  i/c.  g.  §.  19.  ct  al.  ub.  fup, 
*  lid.  ibid.    Vid.  Ludolph.  1.  iii.  c.  6.  §.8i,etfeq.  et  aU  ub« 

(H)Thcw"  ritual  exprefsly  en-  the  Jefuit  miffionarics  being  in 

joins  the  priells  to  take  fpecial  ^oubt  about  the  lawfulnefs  of 

care,  that  the  njnine  <which  they  fuch  wine  for  the  fervice  of  the 

tfoin  the  di<vine  fer<vice  be  neithtr  mafs,  was  anfwpred  by  the  phy- 

pmr^nor  without  its  natural  tafie  fician   Poncet^  often  quoted   in 

Mmd  flavour  \  and  in  cafes  of  ne'  this   chapter,    that  the   water 

ceffity  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  as  they  which  foaks  into  the  dry  grape 

Jhall  exprefsfrom  the  dried  grape,  doth  only  reftore  it  to  its  natural 

And  we  are  told,  that  one  0f  ftate,  and  fupplics  the  place  of 

'  F  2                                 that. 
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Kf^nn  fur.     THfe  futnittire  of  their  houfcs,  even  among  thofe'of  higher 
nituri.      rank,  is  much  of  ^  piece  with  that  of  their  tables.    No  fine 
paintings,  tapeftry,  or  other  ornaments,  are  to  be  fecn  m^ 
them  •  and  indeed  their  way  of  living  is  in  fome  meaiure  m* 
Til         compatible  with  any  fuch  finery.     Even  their  beds  are  no 
better  than  couches,  the  bcft  of  them  ;  on  which  they  lay 
their  upper  garment  to  wrap  themfelves  in;  whilft  under- 
neath they  have  nothing  but  hides,  more  or  lefs  fine  or  foft; 
to  lie  upon.     Some  of  tbdr  princes,  and  great  and  rich  mca; ' 
have    indeed,  fince  the  Portuguefe  opened  a  kind  of  import 
of  Indian  commodities,  got  the  way  of  purchafmg  Indian 
India        q^j-j^s    with  filk  borders,  which  mow  come  to  them  from 
qmlts.       ^^^    '  js  on  the  Red  Jea ;  and  thefe  they  fpread  upon  their  . 
couches,  chiefly  in  their  outward  chambers,  that  they  may 
be  in  full  view  of  thofc  that  come  to  vifit  them,  andfcn^ 
them  inftead  pf  chairs.    As  to  the  meaner  fort,  they  moftly 
lie  on  mats  on  the  ground,  or  perhaps  with  a  hide  or  twd 
n/A.r  W  «nder  their  upper  day  garment,  with  which  they  wrapt  theniy 
wLw      felves  about  at  night  .^    But  the  oddeft  furmture  of  theif^ 
beds  is, their  bolfter,  if  we  may  give  that  name  to  a  forked 
piece,  which  ferves  not  to  lay  their  heads  upon,  which  would 
Neatly  difcompofe^  the  much  ftudied  ceconomy  of  their  head 
of  hair,  about  which  they  are  extremely  curious,  both  meA 
and  women ;  but  to  fupport  their  necks  in  fuch  a  manner; 
Ktcety  in  that  the  leaft  curl  be  not  ruffled  by  the  pillow  undernwth. 
ttdornitig    By  which  means  alfo  the  butter,  which  they  lavifhly  bcftow 
their  hair,  yy^^  it,  in  order  to  give  it  a  (hining  fmoothnefs,  is  pre* 
fenred  from  being  licked  up  by  whatever  they  lay  under 
their  heads.  ,.      .      ^ 

Co  hare-       Bu  T  our  readers  will  perhaps  lefs  wonder  at  this  piece  ot 
headid.     vanity,  when  they  are  told  .that  the  hair  is  the.  only  orna- 
ment of  their  heads  %  none  but  the  emperors  alone  being  al- 
lowed to  wear  either  cap  or  any  other  covering  :  which  is  a 
great  inducement  to  them,'  as  they  have  a  great  deal  of  idle 
time  upon  their  hands,  to  beftow  fome  part  of  it  iii  tins 
Hon^  men  pleafing  amufement.     And  this  they  do  even  to  a  degree  of 
andnx,omen^wx\2Xioxi,  each  ftriving  for  the  moft  elegant  fymmctry  m 

adorn  their 

hair.  b  Tellez,  Lobo,  &c.  ub.  fup.  Vid.  ct  Jcfuits  Travels,  1%  i-  «• 

8.  ct  alib.  paff.  «  lid,  ibid. 

that  which  was  conveyed  into  it    had  been  fmcc  evaporated  in  itt 
by  the  root  or  fap  of  the  vine,  and    drying  (h)* 

(\i,)  Vid,  teGrani,  difert-  Tt.  pag,  J28.    Grtg^r, Miffin,  4^.  iMphM 
c,  9.  §.  J9,etfip  iii.  c  6.  §.  Ziyttf^,  et  al,  Jit^,  iitgt, 

tb« 
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the  plaiting  and  curling  their  own*  The  truth  is,  their 
hair  not  being  apt  to  grow  thick  and  long,  but  moftly 
thin  and  frizzly,  there  feems  to  be  fomc  additional  art  required 
to  keep  it  in  'a  tolerable  order,  anfwerable  to  each  fex ; 
and  therefore,  whilft  the  men  take  much  pains  in  braiding 
it  up  in  variqus  forms,  the  women  ftrive  to  have  it  hang 
loofe  in  the  like  variety  of  curls  and  ringlets,  excepting  the 
fore-top,  which  they  are  ftill  more  curious  and  nice  to  adorn 
with  jewels  or  trinkets,  according  to  their  rank.  Upon  the  T'-^^V^r^iO 
whole,  their  drefs  is  chiefly  accommodated  to  the  cX\m2iXtJf*itiii  to 
and  where  they  are  fituate  fo  long  a  time  under  the  fcorch-  '^'  ^^-f- 
ing  beams  of  a  vertical  fun,  that  they  are  hardly  able  to*"^^'* 
bear  any  clothes  to  touch  their  flefh,  their  chief  care  is  to 
have  them  as  light,  and  to  hang  as  loofe  as  poilible,  during 
diat  feafon.  Hence  it  is^  that  their  cloak,  or  piece  of  cloth 
that  covers  their  bodies,  and  their  breeches  and  womens.  • 
,  drawers,  are  made  fo  wide  and  long,  as  to  let  in  as  much 
air  as  poilible ;  which  in  the  cooler  feafons  they  bring  much 
dofer  to  their  bodies ;  and  then  the  richer  fort  appear  in 
iiandfome  banyan  veils,  open  only  to  the  waift,  and  clofed 
with  fmall  buttons  :  thefe  have  little  collars,  and  very  long 
and  ftreight  flceves,  gathered  in  at  the  wrifl.  Some  au- 
Aors  have  miftaken  them  for  Ihirts ;  though  they  have  ano- 
ther light  callico  garment  under  them,  next  to  the  fkin, 
which  is  made  of  thin  tafFety,  fattin,  or  damafk,  accord- 
ing as  the  feafon  and  their  circumftances  will  permit  ^. 

And-  as  they  are  thus  negligent  and  inelegant  in -their  ilf^i?*;/^ 
drefs,  food,  and  furniture  of  their  houfes,  fo  are  they,  zni  of  their 
much  more,  with  regard  to  the  fymmetry  and  architeftur^  ^('w/^/. 
of  their  buildings,  which  is  owing  to  thgr  living  in  tents  or 
camps,  after  the  manner  of  their  monarchs.  So  that,  ex- 
cepting fome  few  old  royal  palaces  and  churches,  of  which  we 
(hall  fpeak  among  their  artificial  rarides,  here  are  neither 
public  ftruftures  nor  private  buildings  to  be  feen  through- 
out the  whole  empire ;  aid  thofe  which  they  ftile  houies, 
would  hardly  deferve  the  name  of  huts  amongft  us  j  being 
bniltof  nothing  but  clay  and  laths,  or  fplinters,  put  together 
in  the  meanefl  and  moft  flovenly  manner ;  fo  as  to  be  eafily 
reared,  and  as  readily  abandoned,  when  they  think  proper 
to  remove  their  quarters  «.  The  fan>£  method  is  taken  by 
the  inferior  fort  who  follow  the  royal  camp,  and  are  not  able 
to  purchaf^  pavilions  or  tents,  and  as  quickly  build  them- 
ftlvesfuch  huts^  and  with  almoft  as  litde  trouble,  asiscom-> 

*  TeX.I«PZ>  LUDOLyH,  LOBO,   POHCET,  ct  al,  •  lid. 

ibid. 
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No  paJa-  ©only  taken  up  in  rearing  of  a  large  tent.    Thus,  whatever 
r.'i,  cities^  fomc  authors  have  romanced  concerning  their  ftately  edifices, 
ci{^/«,£^c.  number  of  thdr  cities,  towns  ^  dc.  is  found  by  experience 
to  be  all  falfe.    We  have  taken  notice  of  the  once  famed 
Their  pre-  city  of  Axuma  being  reduced  to  a  poor  defpicable  village  *, 
ttnded  ci-  though  it  ftill  retains  its  antient  dignity,  and  title  of  metro- 
//«  mere    p^^s  of  the  whole  empire,     AU  the  reftj  if  ever  any  of 
villages,    ^j^gjjj  made  any  figure  heretofore,  were  either  encompafled 
with  walls,  or  adorned  with  noble  ftruftures,  are  now  re- 
duced to  the  fame  difmal  plight ;  excepting,  perhaps,  that 
they  contain  a  greater  number  of  fuch  fcattered  huts  as  we 
have  defcribed,  and  fo  ought  rather  to  be  called  large  vil- 
lages, than  cities  or  towns.     And  this  is  fo  far  evident,  that 
abbot  Gregory y  and  as  many  other  Abiffinians  as  have  tra- 
velled into  Europe^  could  not  forbear  being  aftoniftied  at 
the  largenefs  and  magnificence  of  our  great  cities,  and  look- 
ing  upon  them  as    fo  many  prodigies  of  human  induf- 
try,  and  much  more  fo,  when  they  found  them  fland  at 
fuch  fmall  diftances  from  each  other  ^ :  they  being  unable 
to  conceive  how  it  was  pofGble  to  find  fufficient  quantities  , 
of  wood,  viftuals,  and  other  neceflaries,  for  the  vaft  num- 
bers  of  people  and  cattle  which  they  contained. 
The  mo  ft       What  other  places  worth  naming  are  to  be  met  with 
noted  of    in  the  whole  empire,  are  only  thefe  few ;  viz.  i .  Fremona^  of 
ibem.        which  we  have  already  fpoken  *,  and  which  owed  its  gran-* 
deur  to  the  Portugue/e  miffionaries,  whofe  refidence  it  be- 
came in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Adam  Segued,  who  chofe 
it  for  them,  on  account  of  its  being  at  a  great  diftance  from 
his  court,  as  he  was  no  friend  to  them,  but,  as  they  pre- 
tend, was  more  inclined  to  Mohammedifm  than  to  Chriftia- 
nity  *^.     So  that  it  is  moft  likely  to  have  fallen  into  utter 
decay,   fincc  their  total  expuJUion  (I).      2.  Gubayy  in  the 

kingdom 

' SeeiURETTA^s  fabuloHS  accoont  of  them  m  the  appendix  to 
this  chapter,  and  all  the  maps  of  this  empire,  &c.  8  See  before, 
p.  33.  ^  Sei  Tellez  ct  al.  fup.  citat.  Ludolph.  lib.  ii.  c.  i  i. 
J .  1 8,  &  feq.     *  See  before,  p.  33,  &  feq.    *  Lobo,  &  al.  fup.  cit 

fl)  Thk-pla^,  which  ftands  againft  the  robbers  and  free- 
near  the  confluxW  two  ftrcams,  hooters  of  that  territory.  Theji 
from  whofe.murnuiring  noife  it  had  built  a  ftr ong  boufe  of  ftoiM 
had  the  name  of  Maegoga  (for  and  clay  on  the  fecondhead  oi 
that  of  Fremona  was  given  to  it  the  abovefaid  brook,  to  whid 
by  the  Jefaits,  from  the  famed  fcveral  otherswcre  addedquick 
Frumentiusy  ox  Fremonatius  y  the  ly  after,  which  lay  fcattered  a 
firft  bifhop  ofAcxum),  had  been  a  diftance  from  each  bther,  up 
well  fortified  by  thofe  fathers  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  an< 

cad 
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kingdom  of  Dembea,  remarkable  only  for  being  the  refidence 
oftfaeemprefs.  3.  Dobama,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ttgrf^  and 
tbe  refidence  of  its  viceroy.  4.  Nanina^  in  the  kingdom  cS 
6^am,  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Pcrtugue/e,  till  thdr  to» 
talexpuUion.  Andlaftly,  MacaruL  Celacff^  in  the  kingdom 
fAAnAara^  worth  naming  only  for  being  the  native  place 
of  abbot  Gregory  K 

Neither  had  the  emperors  either  caftles  or  palaces  to 
keep  their  court  in,  till  the  coming  of  the  Portuguefe  mif* 
iiooaries  among  them,  but  lived  altogether  in  their  ftately 
{xivilioQS,  attended  with  all  their  nobles,  guards,  and  other  re- 
tinue.   And  fuch  ftrangers  were  they  to  all  kinds  not  only  Father 
<rf  ftately,    but  even  ci  common  regular  buildings,  thatPaysfo/i* 
when  the  celebrated  Father  P^yx  undertook  to  build  a  mag-«  Aw/'^^ 
aificent  edifice  for  Soltan  Segued^  in  whofe  high  favour  he*''-'  Pfj^^' 
6en  was,  none  of  that  prince's  fubjefts  knew  fo  much  aj/^''  '^  ^**^ 
how  to  dig  the  ftones  out  of  the  quarries,  much  Icfs  how'^^' 
to  fquare  or  work  them  fit  for  ufe :  infomuch  that  he  was 
obfiged  to  teach  them  both  that,  and  how  to  make  the 
propa:  tools  for  the  carpenters,  joiners,  mafons,  and,  in  a 
word,  for  every  part  of  the  work,  and  how  to  join  the  ftones 
with  the  red  clay  mentioned  in  the  kft  note^  inftead  of  the 
nfoal  mortar  made  of  quicklime.  Hence  the  reader  may  guefsiti;^Vi& 
at  their  great  aftoniftiment,  when  they,  who  had  never  tilltf^««j/^«f 
then  been  ufed  to  fee  even  a  few  ftones  regulajly  fet  upon'^'  •H'^*"^ 
one  another,  did  now  behold  not  only  a  large  ftupendous»«^'*«^ 
firufture,  r^ear ed  with  {o  much  ftrength  and  regularity^  but 

1  Lib.  i.  c.  3.  $^  10.  ii.  c.  11.  f.  20. 

each  of  them  had  a  good  inclo-  here  tobe  found  in  greatpTenty^ 

fare  of  ftone  and  clay.  The  quarries  fumiftiing  them 

The  whole  was  farrounded  with  a  done  almoll  fit  for  any 

with  a  ftoot  wall  of  the  fame  work,  and  which  is  digged  about 

materials, fiaaked  with  feven  or  three  or  four  inches  thick,  and 

eghtbaftions,  and  lofty  curtains  of  what  breadth  or  length  one 

b^ween  each  of  them.  Within  will,  without  the. help  of  either 

they  had  between  twenty  and  pick-ax  or  wedge ;  and  is  eafily 

thirty  nuifkets,  and  a   drake,  parted  with  flight  iron  crows^ 

which  were  managed  by  the  fons  The  clay  likewife,  which  is  here 

of  the  Portugue/ei  fo  that  the  of  a  reddilh  hue,  is  of  fo  gluti-j 

place  was  looked  npon  as  im-  nous  a  nature,  that  it  makes  a 

preffoablc.     They  had  likewife  good  ftrong  cement,  without  the 
toik  a  ftately  church  in  it,  of    help  of  quick-lime  (15) 
the  fame  materials,  which  were 

(is)  Travels  cfthejefiits,  fih^  iii.  e,  6,    Loh,  nh.fup^  wjf.  3.  /.  7f«      t$ 
Crsatf;  diffm,  %»  p.  ao2,    Ludoi^b,  lib.  ii*  r«  11,  §,  Z9« 
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tXfXi  high  and  itately  ftories  raifed  one  upon  another,  and 

for  which  they  had  not  fo  much  a&  a  proper  word,  but  ftiled 

them  Babeth'Laibeth^  or  houfe  upon  houfe.     How  muft  they 

be  fupprifed  at  the  elegance  and  fymmetry  of  the  feveral  wide 

and  noble  ftwr-cafcs,  by  which  one  afcended  from  the  one 

to  the  other ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  fpacious  galleries  that 

led  through  all  the  apartments  of  the  whole  building  ;  and 

of  a  vaft  variety  of  other  ornaments,  vdthin  and  ^^thout,  as? 

might  have  made  it  a  fit  refidence  for  the  greateft  monarch 

in  Europe,     What  extraordinary  idea  muft  this  ftupendoiis 

fabric,  of  which  we  {hall  give  a  fketch  in  its  proper  place, 

give  to  that  whole  nation,  of  the  greatnefs  and  magnificence 

of  the  Romifb  church  and  its  fovereign  pontif,  .as  well  as  of* 

the  city  of  Rome^  his  metropolis,  in  which  alone  fo  many 

hundreds,  not  only  of  the  like,  but  even  much  grander  and 

'Jni'Jtfnvs  Daore  fuperb  ftruftures,  are  the  common  palaces  of  his  inferior 

them  the    cardinals  and  bifliops,  and  almoft  of  every  ambaflador  that  is 

magniji-     font  thither  by  their  refpeftive  crowned-heads :  a  powerful 

lenceo/tbi  motive,  pf  a  worldly  one,  to  make  the  whole  indigent  clergy 

Europe-    ^f  jtbijfinia  feel  the  immenfe  difference  between  3ie  Roman 

W**  ^d  the  Egyptian 'fp2itn2LTc\i ;  between  therichnefs  and  fplen-r 

dor  of  the  Romi/b  court,  and  the  poor  and  flavifh  one  of 

Alexandria.     It  ferved  no  lefs  to  convince  the;  AbiJJiniqns^ 

who  came  from  all  parts  of  the  empire  to  fee  and  admire  it, 

of  the  truth  of  what  they  had  told  them,  concerning  the 

magnificence  of  the  European  edifices,  and  of  the  fuperior 

genius,  of  thofe  nations,  who  could  contrive  and  complete 

nich  incredible  monuments  of  art  ™.    What  became  of  it 

after  the  univerfal  expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe^  we  can  only 

guefs  ;  and  that  if  it  efcaped  the  fary  of  the  natives,  it  muft 

SF  courfe  have  foon  fallen  into  decay  for  want  of  proper 

hands  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

FffuoiraJes     Thet  have  but  few  manufaftures  among  them ;  and  tho^ 

pr  manu'    linen  and  cotton  be  their  chief  drefs,  and  their  country  as 

fa&ur$s.     proper  for  producing  them  as  any  in  Africay  their  indolence 

is  fuch,  that  they  cultivate  no  more  than  juft  ferves  their 

prefcnt  want ;  and  the  lefs  quantity  of  either  ferves  them, 

as  they  make  no  ufe  of  any,  either  at  thdr  tables,  nor  for 

their  beds,  and  a  fcanty  portion  will  fuffice  the  common  fort 

to  cover  their  bodies  with.     The  Jews  are  faid  to  be  their 

only  weavers,  as  they  are  in  moft  parts  of  the  empire  their 

only  fmiths,  in  ev^y  metal,  and  every  branch  of  their  manu? 

fafture,    which  are  likewife  very  few  and  incpniiderable^ 

What  carpenters,  joiners,  mafpus,   6c.    this  country  pro- 

9!  TJI.LEZ,  Pats,  Lobo,  Ludolph,  ^al.  ub.fup. 
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^ces,  may  be  eafily  gaefled,  from  the  meaonefs  of  their 
buildings  and  furniture ;  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  fuch 
other  trades  as  are  in  ufe  in  other  countries,'  as  taylors»  fhoe-* 
iBakers,  ire.  from  the  plainnefs  of  thdr  drefs.  The  pot« 
tersy  and  makers  of  horn  trumpetSi  and  drinking  cups,  are- 
iflded  in  the  greatest  r^ueft :  thefe,  and  {omc  ttUi  iaferiof 
forts  of  tradefmen,  are  incorporated  into  tribes,  or  compa- 
nieS)  aod  have  their  feveral  quarters,  neither  intermingling, 
nor  intermarrying,  with  the  reft,  but  the  children  commonly 
Mowing  the  bufinefs  of  their  parents  ", 

Gold  and  filverfmiths,  jewellers,  and  other  fuch  carious 
arts  and  trades,  are  altogether  unknown  to  them,  unlefs  it 
be  by  fome  of  their  manufaAures  being  brought  among  them 
byway  of  traffic:  or  exchange  ;  and  thefo  are  only  to  be  met 
vith  among  the  great  and  opulent.    Th^  fame  may  be  faid 
of  their  fiiks^  brocades,  velvets,  tapeftry,  carpets,  and  other 
coftlyftufife,  which  are  all  brought  hither  by  the  7«r*jr,  by  Turks  *», 
thewayof  thei?tfrf  Sea,  and  exchanged  for  gcdd-duft,  eme-^^'^ 
wUs,  and  fine  horfes.    The  Jews,  Arabians,  and  j^rme-r  "^^^^^^om. 
rmSf  arc  the  common  merchants,    or  brokers,   between  ^'^^^'' 
them  and  the  AbaJJinians ;  thefc  lafl  fddom  or  fver  tra-  7'^^/^  ^^^^ 
idling  out  of  their  own  country^  or  being  indeed  fufFered  to  kers,  «^ 
dofoby  theTi/rA^;  who,  as  we  have  elfewhere  hinted,  be- 
ing become  matters  of  all  their  fea-ports,  enrich  themfelves 
by  this  monopoly,  aind  4re  extremely  careful  to  prevent  any 
trade  or  traffic  being  opened  intp  this  country  by  any  other 
nation,  or  of  its  being  carried  on  by  any  other  hands  but 
thdr  own  °.     Befides  the  commodities  akeady  mentioned,  C«wwoA'- 
which  are  exchanged  benveen  them,  the  Turks  bring  them  ties  ex- 
fevcral  forts  of  fpices,  and  among  them,  pepper  ;  all  which  (ha^ge4<i 
are  but  too  few  to  give  their  common  food  a  tolerable  relifli ; 
and  yet,  the  pepper,  which  is  the  mofl. coveted  by  them,  is 
brought  thither  wth  fuch  privacy,  and  the  price  of  it  fo  very 
bigh,  that  none  but  the  very  richeft  of  all  can  purchafe  it, 
^  return  for  thefe,  the  Ahijfinict,ns  bring  them  fkins,  furf-s, 
father,  honey,   wax,  and  ivory,   in  great  quantities,  for 
'  Wbich  they  ar^  fctfced  to  take  what  the  brokers  pleafe  to  give 
them  p.  . 

Thky  have  neither  inns,  taverns,  nor  public  houfes,  ioc  Their  Jin^. 
tbc  entertainment  of  ftrangers,  but  are  beyond  meafure  hof-  gular  hof^ 
ptable  to  them,  confidering  their  extreme  indigence,     lipitality. 
I»e  of  them  ftays  longer  in  a  village  pr  camp  than  diree 

'  Lu0OLrH,  1.  iv.  c.  5.paff.  Tbllsz,  Lobo,  &  al,     «  See 
Wore,  p.  24,  ^  alib.  paff.  f  Lvpoiph,  ibid.  c.  7.  paff. 
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hours,  the  whole  community  is  obliged  to  lodge  and  fumiih 
him  mth  proper  necel&ries  for  himfelf,  fervants,  and  cattle, 
at  the  public  charge.    In  that  cafe,  he  need  only  enter  into 
the  firft  hut  or  tent  he  likes,  and  acquaint  the  mafter  of  it 
with  his  wants,  who  immediately  goes  and  informs  the  lord, 
or  chief  of  the  place,  of  it ;  upon  which,  a  cow  is  forthinrith 
lulled,  and  fo  much  of  it  fent  to  him  a$  will  fufiice  him  and 
his  company,  together  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  cake, 
or  bread,  and  beer,  or  hydromd,  and  other  proper  conve* 
niencies  for  their  lodging :  and  all  thefe  they  are  the  more 
careful  to  fupply  him  with,  becaufe  their  negleft  would  be 
liable  to  be  punifhed,  with  a  fine  of  double  the  value  o£ 
what  they  were  bound  to  furnifh  him  with,  fhould  he  prefer 
m,  complaint  of  it  to  a  proper  ma^ftrate.     This  laudable 
cuftom,  however,  is  not  without  fome  great  inconveniences, 
^Abufedly  1q^°^^<^^  ^  i^  &^^  encouragement  to  a  parcel  of  idle  vaga- 
vngrants.  bonds  to  abufe  it,  and  caufes  the  country  to  fwarm  with  that 
deAru^tive  vermin  \ 

SECT.    V. 

Of  the  natural  and  artificial  Rarities  of  Abiflinia. 

Natural     AMONG  all  the  natural  rarities  of  this' country,  which 
rarities.  may  juftly  challenge  our  admiration,  we  may  reckon  the 

^be  lontfe^  furprifing  longevity  of  the  men,  under  the  various  changes 
^Ify  ^     of  their  climate,  from  the  extremes  of  the  moft  fultry  and 
tL  men.    burning  heats,  to  the  moft  vehement  and  centinual  rains  and 
inundations,  and  the  many  diftempers  which  they  naturally 
occafion  *.     And  next  to  that,  the  livelinefs  and  fecundity  o£ 
the  women,  and  efpecially  the  eafe  and  quickncfs  with  whicli 
they  are  delivered,  though  they  commonly  bear  two  or  three 
children  at  a  birth ;  infomuch,  that  without  the  afliflance  of 
doftor  or  midwife,  of  cordial,  or  other  medicines,  they  go 
through  their  pregnancy  without  qualms  or  uneafinefs,    and 
without  feeling  any  of  thofe  dreadful  and  tedious    pa^gs 
of  child-birth,  which  commonly  terrify  and  afieft  that  tendex 
fex,  in  ours  and  other  parts  of  the  world :  here  they  have 
little  elfe  to  do  but  kneel  and  ftoop  before  they  are  delivered 
'Jzility      of  their  burthen,  and  rife  up  ftrong  and  aftive;  and,   in   a 
undfecun-  very  little  fpace  of  time,  are  able  to  return  to  their  doinc£ti< 
-dity  of  the  employments.     They  fcarcely  allow  themfelves  the  formality 
women,     of  a  few  days  lyiag-in,  nor  any  of  the  comfortable  changes  ex 

~<  Vid.  int.  al.  Lobo,  p.  73,  k  fcq.  LuD.  ibid,  c.  6.    §.  ^g 
•  See  before,  p.  52,  &  fccj* 
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diet  proper  to  their  condition ;  and  fuckleand  rear  up  their 
ofTspriog,  whether  they  have  more  than  one  or  two  at  a 
birth,  without  any  intermiffion  from  their  other  family  con* 
cems  ^.  This  fecundity  is  ftill  more  remarkable  in  their  do- 
meftic  animals,  as  well  as  wild  beafls ;  about  which  we  need 
not  repeat  what  we  have  faid  in  the  foregoing  fe£iion,  and  xp 
the  ya(t  produA  of  their  ground,  in  fpite  of  the  epidemic  in- 
dolence that  rdgnsamongft  the  inhabitants  ^ 

The  next  we  are  to  fpeak  of  under  this  heid,  is,  that  of 
their  metals  and  minerals,  falts,  and  other  fojQils.     Of  their 
mines  of  gold,  we  have  already  hinted  fomethii^,  though  G^// 
with  diffidence,  on  account  of  the  fear  which  the  nativos,are  in  Miaa. 
of  tempting  the  Gallas,  and  other  incroaching  neighbours,  to 
fcizc  on  themi  (houid  they  once  be  apprifed  of  them ;  fo  that 
though  this  country  may  be  as  likely  as  any  other  in  Jfric  to 
produce  plenty  of  that  valuable  metal,  yet  they  prudently 
chufe  to  have  fo  tempting  a  treafure  concealed 'from  ftran- 
gers,  and  content  themfelves  with  what  is,  or  perhaps  they 
pretend  to  be,  brought  to  them  from  Cafria,  Nigritia,  and 
other  parts,  rather  than  to  hazard   the  enflaving  of  their 
country,  by  owning  their  having  any  of  their  own ;  for  it  is 
plain  that  they  gather  quantities  of  that  which  the  torrents 
bring  down  from  the  .mountains,  and  which  often  comes  in     v 
large  grains,  and  of  a  fine  pure  nature,  fome  of  which,  we 
are  told,  is  even  found  about  the  roots  of  their  trees  ***  Silver  None  cf 
is  fti|i  more  fcarce  among  them ;  but  whether  owing  to  the/^*"^*  '^^ 
&me  policy,  or  to  the  want  of  proper  hands  and  fldll  to  ma- j^'  ^ 
nage  them,  we  do  not  bear  of  any  mines  they  have  of  it;  *^^* 
though  by  their  having  fome  of  lead,  one  would  be  apt  to 
conclude,  they  mufl  likewife  have  fome  of  filver :  but  what 
they  want  of  the  latter,  is  richly  compenfated  by  what  they  The  feopU 
have  of  the  former ;  and  much  more  fo,  by  the  great  quan-  quite  igno* 
tity  of  iron  they  ,d^aw  from  their  mines,    and  which  is  rant  of  me^ 
reckoned  of  greater  ufe  and  value.     The  misfortune  is,  that  ^^f*  "^ 
they  are  not  only  quite  ignorant  of  every  branch  that  belongs  ^'"''* 
to  the  digging  of  jt,  but  look  upon  it  as  a  flavi/h,  difmal,  and 
hazardous  bufineft,  and  far  beneath  the  high  opinion  they 
entertain  of   their  own  nation  above  all  others.     To  dig 
and  labour  fo  far  in  the  dark  bofom  of  the  earth,  with  a  fmall 
glimmering  light,  to  be  forced  to  bear  with  the  unwholfome 
damps  and  vapour*  of  a  fubterranean  dungeon,   to  be  in 
continual  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  by  the  ground  over 

*  Vid:  Tellez,  Lobo,  Luddlph,  Poncet,  Coping,  8c  al. 
pW.  *  See  pi  ■  5  Id.  ub,  fop.   Vid,  Lvdolfh, 

li.  c.7.  J.  I,  &fe^ 
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their  heads,  which  they  know  not  how  to  prop,  or  of  being 
annoyed,  if  not  drowned,  by  fprings  from  beneath,  which 
they  neither  know  how  to  drain,  or  draw  away.  Thefe, 
and  many  other  difficulties  and  dangers,  which  they  frame  to 
themfelves,  make  them  look  upon  fuch  a  work  as  fit  only 
for  theworft  of  flaves,  and  content  themfelves  withfo  much 
of  that  ufeful  metal  as  they  find  on  the  furface  of  the  ground  *  ; 
fo  that  we  need  not  wonder  if  we  hear  of  no  mines,  or  any 
other  metals,  fuch  as  copper,  tin,  6r.  nor  of  any  other  mi- 
nerals, which  require  digging  at  any  diftance  below  it. 
Min$s  »f  Thbt  are  much  more  expert  and  ready  at  working  at 
f^f^  their  fait  mines,  where  there  is  lefs  labour  and  danger,  and 

of  which  they  have  a  coniiderable  number,  efpecialiy  on  the 
confines  of  the  kingdoms  of  Tlgre,  Dancali,    and  Angot. 
,  This  fait  is  not  like  th^t  which  we  make  in  EuropCy  of  fca  water, 
or  falt-fprings,  but  is  ready  made  to  their  hands,  by  the  Di« 
vine  Providence,  and  in  fuch  vaft  quantities,  that  thofe  mines, 
which  are  no  other  than  huge  rocks  or  mountains  of  folid 
fait,  are  in  fome  meafure  inexhauIUble.  Thefe  rocks  are  hewn 
in  pieces,  fomewhat  in  the  fhape  of  our  bricks,  but  of  different 
lizes  and  weights :  the  fait,  though  very  folid  and  hard  on  the 
furfece  of  the  rock,  is  much  fofter  within  the  mine,  till  confb- 
lidated  by  the  fun,  and  is  in  no  way  inferior  in  tafte  and  good- 
nefs  to  the  beft  of  our  own.  From  thefe  parts,  in  which  thefe 
huge  rocks  grow,  and  called  frbm  thence  the  land  of  fait, 
thofe  pieces  are  difperfed  through  the  whole  empire,  where 
they  are  bought,  efpecialiy  at  their  fairs,  not  only  as  a  ne» 
Saltthi     ceriary   commodity,   but  as  the  moft  current  money,    by 
chief  coin  which  they  can  furnifli  themfelves  vn\h  all  other  goods  they 
cfthecoun-  want,  and  where  they  bear  a  greater  or  lefler  value,  accord-* 
try.  ing  to  the  diftance  of  the  place  from  whence  they  are  brought : 

thus,  in  thofe  parts  which  are  tiear  the  mine,  one  hundred- 
bs  difft'    weight  of  it  will  purchafe  what  they  reckon  equivalent  to 
rtnt  ^kfalue  about  fiveof  our  (hillings ;  at  a  greater  diftance,  eighty  pounds 
»«a///4r/iwill  do  the'fame;  and  fo  at  a  farther  diftance,    will  fixty, 
of  the  m- fifty,  ifc.  do  the  fame.     At  the  imperial  camp,  or  court, 
f^^t.         ten  pounds  will  ftill  be  equivalent  to  a  crown;  an3,  in  fome 
^  of  the  moft  diftant  provinces,  three  pounds  of  it  will  fetch  a 
fmall  piece  of  gold,  called  a  darim,  but  of  whtt  value  ou^ 
author  doth  not  tell  us  *^.  ' 

There  is  ftill  a  farther  ufe  made  of  this  fait  by  the  Abi^ 
JintanSy  which  is  that  of  being  a  condiment  to  mutual  love  and 
friendftirp ;  fo  that  they  never  go  out  without  a  fmall  piece  of 

•  LuDOLPH,  1.  i.  c.  7.  §.  I,  &  fcq.  TgLLEz,  Lqbo,  &  al^ 
f  LoBf«,  ub.  fttp.  p.  74,  ' 

«  it 
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it  in  their  purfe,  which  commonly  hangs  at  their  g^dk. 
Whenever,  therefore,  any  two  friends  or  acquaintances  meet, 
their  firfl  greeting  is,  to  take  the  piece  out  of  the  bag,  and 
ofer  it  to  the  other's  mouth,  and  each  gives  a  lick  at  the 
other's  piece  with  his  tongue :  to  refufe  this  compliment,  on 
either  fide,  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  grofs  affront,  and  an 
open  declaration  of  fome  inward  refentment  or  private 
grudge;  oratbeft,  as  a  piece  of  ill-manners  and  unpolite- 
iie&«,  and  is,  for  thatrealon,  readily  complied  with  (A). 

They  havealfo  fome  large  fpacious  plains,  whofe  furface  ^vajf 
is  incrufted  with  another  fort  6f  fait,  and  in  the  fetching  ofp^^  ^f 
which,  many  hundreds  of  camels,  mules,  andafles,  are  daily  J^''* 
employed ;  particularly  in  the  confines  between  Dancali  and 
Ttpe.    This  fait,  like  the  former,  is  carried  in  bricks  about 
afpan  long,  and  four  inches  in  breadth  and  thicknefs,  is  very 
wUtc,  hard,  and  in  the  greateft  plenty,  though  the  cara- 
Tans  arc  continually  going  and  coming  with  it ;  the  plain  that 
yields  it  being  faid  to  be  four  days  journey  in  length.-  To 
:  thislaft  we  may  add  a  third  fort,  of  a  rcddifh  colour,  which  is  jf  red/kli 
hewn  from  an  intire  rock:  this  is  commonly  ufed  in  phyfic;  ufe^l/or 
and  the  mountain  muft  be  pafledby  night,  the  heat  being  £b  fl^yfa. 
violent  in  the  day,  that  it  often  ftifles  both  man  and  beaft ; 
and  the  very  (hoes  are  parched,  as  if  they  were  laid  upon 
Inming  coals  >», 

The  next  fort  of  natural  rarities,  is  their  flupcndous,  high,  ^*£^  ««^ 
cra^,  and  almoft  inacceffible  mountains  ;  in  comparifon  of  A/^»*^*«'' 
which,  the  Apennines^  Alps,  and  Pyrenees^   are  but  mere  ^*^^^*  °^,^ 
hfllocks,  and  little  eminences ;  and  yet  are  here  in  fuch  vaft  '»^^'^"*^' 
tmmbers,  that  there  is  not  one  province,  or  kingdom,  (except 
diat  of  Dembea,  which  is  for  the  moft  part  a  fertile  plain, 

«  Id.  ibid.  ,    *  Alphonso,  Mendiz.    Secjefiiiti 

Travels,  L  iii.  e.  8.  Lobo,  &ai.  fnp.  cit^t. 

(A)  It  is  not  unlikely  that  tongues,  which  is  ofually  occa'^ 

tiiis  cuftom  of  carrying  a  piece  fioned  by  exceffive  drought  and 

of  (alt  in  their  bag,  was  at  firft  heat,  caufed  fome  difficulty  of 

introduced  with  no  other  view  fpeaking  to  one-another,  till  it 

tbn  to  moiflen  their  parched  was  diluted  by  the  falt^  that 

mouths,  iu  they  travelled  thro*  gave  birth  to  this  odd,  and,  to 

thofebroiMng climates;  whence  aU  appearance,  unpolite  cere* 

comitton  civility  and  good-na«  mony.    Bat  this  we  only  olFcr 

tore  might  induce  them  to  offer  as  oar  private  conjedure,   no 

it  to  thofe  ftrangers  they  met,  author  having  given  us  any  ac- 

and  were  perhaps  d^ftitute  of  count  how  it  was  firfi  broagha 

it.  It  might  very  probably  be  in  among  them, 
die  nataral  clamminefs  of  their 

efpecially 
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efpecially  about  the  large  lake  of  its  name,  of  which  we  £hali 
fpeak  in  its  place)  but  what  is  covered  thick  with  them  ;  fo 
that  one  can  fcarcely  travel  a  day's  journey  without  meeting 
with  them ;  fome  of  which  are  fo  lofty,  fteep,  and  craggy, 
diat  they  are  at  once  dreadful  to  behold,  and  no  lefs  difficult 
'A  im»      and  dangerous  to  go  over ;  and  yet  of  fuch  iinguiar  fervice  are 
fregnabk  they  to  the  country,  that  they  feem  defigned  by  Provideace  a$ 
harrier  to  impregnable  fortrefles,  without  which,  that  (mall  part  which 
iheemfite.ls  left  of  that  once  vaft  empire,  would  long  ago  have  beea 
fwallowed  up  by  the  Turks,  G alias,  and  other  hoftile  nations, 
if  thofe  impenetrable  barriers  had  not  flood  there  to  guard 
it  on  every  fide.    Whilft  their  inacceiSble  fummits  feem 
DreaJftd  vaftly  to  out-top  the  highefl:  clouds,    the  valleys  beneath 
walUts.     1^^^  ^  ^  ^y  ^^^^  go^^g  ^^  b^^^  themfelves  in  the  loweft 
abyfles  of  the  earth  ;  the  former  partaking  of  the  keehnefs  of 
the  fecond  and  third  regions  of  the  air,  and  the  latter,  by 
their  exceflive  heat,  remind  you  of  the  central  fire   of  the 
earth.      Thefe  ftupendous  ridges,   which  the  natives    call 
Dambas,  prefent  you,  at  a  diftance,  with  a  delight&il  variety  ^ 
Various     of  ihapes ;  one  fort  bearing  fuch  a  refemblance  to  fome  vaft 
p^is*      cxtenfive  city,  that  you  can  hardly  forbear  thinking  that  you 
fee  the  highwallsj  towers,  baftions,  and  a  great  diverfity  of 
other  ftruftures,  as  you    approach  nearer   towards   them. 
Another  fort  of  them  appears,  fome  like  pyramids,  others 
like  towers  of  various  (hapes,  fome  of  an  exaftfquare,  others 
of  as  perfeft  a  round  from  top  to  bottom,  as  if  they  had  been 
turned,  or  wrought  with  the  chiflel ;  fome  appear  of  a  vaft 
and  moft  difEcult  afcent ;  and  when  you  come  up  to  what 
you  fuppofed  to  be  the  top,  you  find  it  to  be  only  the  foot  oif 
another,  full  as  high,  craggy,  and  difficult  ^ 
Goca,  or      ^^  ^^^^  nature  is  that  which  is  called  Gufa,  or  Guza^  in 
Guza!       ^^  kingdom  oiTigre,  which  travellers,  who  come  from  ^the 
Red  Sea,  muft  crofs,  ingoing  to  that  oi  Dembea,  and  which,' 
when  you  have  gained  the  top  of  it,  prcfents  to  you  a  hand* 
fome  fpacious  plain,  in  the  midft  of  which  flands  another 
mountain  of  equal  height,  which  you  muft  likewife  go  over, 
after  you  have  fufficiently  refreflied  yonrfelf  on  the  fertile 
and  delightful  top  of  the  Guza.     The  afcent  takes  up  about 
half  a  day's  journey,  and  goes  winding  all  the  way  up  ;  the 
paths  are  very  narrow,  and  cut  into  the  fide  of  thefolid  rock.j 
and  all  the  way  you  go  prefents  you  with  a  moft  deep  anc 
dreadful  precipice,  the  bottom  of  which  cannot  be  rcache 
.  by  the  naked  eye,  but  only  offers-  a  gulph,  which  at  one 

*  Tblliz,   Pays,   Kercher,    Poncet,   Almeyda,    ttyj 
90LPH,  Lofio,  Lb  Grand,  &al.  m\4Cf 
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makes  one's  head  quite  giddy,  and  fills  the  heart  with  a  con*  //  oafy  tht 
daual  dread.    Shoald  any  of  the  caravans  that  keep  going  up  hafis  q/ 
aad  down  thefe  Aeep  and  narrow  roads  chance  to  meet  ano-  LuB^lV 
therinitsway^  they  are  in  the  greateft  danger,  both  man 
and  bcaft,  of  being  throwii  down  the  precipice,  and  being 
broken  into  a  thoufand  pieces  before  they  reach  the  bottom^ 
nnlefs  they  take  the  utmoil  care  in  paiBng  by  one  another. 
The  mules  are  by  far  thebeft  for  thofe  that  ride,  becaufe  they  DiMeul^ 
are  the  fureft  footed ;  but  they  have  an  ill  faculty  with  them»  accefi. 
that  they  will  always  go  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
and  cannot  without  great  riik  be  turned  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  road,  or  to  keep  to  it  when  one  hath.     What  adds  ftill  Frightful 
store  to  the  horror  of  the  journey,  whether  it  be  up  or  down  ^afsm 
the  fteep  declivity,  is,  that  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley  below, 
there  commonly  runs  a  f>xdft  torrent  of  water,  with  a  moft 
hideous  jToar^  which  being  echoed  by  the  adjacent  rocks^  and 
;  often  heightened  by  loud  winds,  as  well  a3  by  the  continual 
I  Sampling  of  the  men  and  beads  upon  the  rock,  increafes  the 
horrKl  din  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  one  cannot  poiEbly  hear 
Qoe*s  felf,  much  lefs  one-another,   fpeak,   though  ever  fo 
bad,  or  ever  fo  near  K 

But  the  wiflied-for  fummit  once  attained,    which  i&Thgfin^ 
reckoned  above  three  hundred  fathoms  perpendicular  'jbovt  fro/pea 
the  plain  top  of  Cuza^  and  the  moft  difficult  part  of  all  thtfro^  th$ 
vay,  being  paly  provided  by  nature  with  a  fort  of  fteps  like  topo/Lz^ 
vuiding fhirs,  two  or  three  cubits, high,  and  uncouth,  ori*'*^"*®*? 
toth  fides  of  the  rock,  one  is  made  ample  amends  by  the 
beautiful  profpeft  it  at  once  prefents  to  the  view,  which  is 
Dot  that  of  rugged  and  interfe£ied  peaks  above,  and  deep 
gaping  valleys  beneath,  as  one  might  expefl,  and  as  the  j^Jfs 
and  Pyrenees  afford,  but  of  a  fmali,  tho'   delightful,  plain, 
about  two  miles  in  compafs,  and  a  mufket-fiiot  in  breadth, 
and  terminated  at  one  end  by  a  new,  flat,  and  upright  rock, 
like  the  back  of  a  chair,  of  which  this  little  plain  is  the  feat ;  Beautiful 
fo  that  take  the  whole  mountain  together,  that  of  Guzzafiafe. 
ittms  to  be  a  kind  of  pedeflal  to  this ;  and  this,  which  the 
Datives  call  Lamahnmy  reprefents,  in  fome  meafure,  a  chair 
without  arms,  the  back  of  which  is  the  upright  rock  at  the 
cad  of  the  plain,  which  is  as  perpendicular  as  if  it  had  been 
hewn  out  with  a  chiffel.   Along  what  we  may  call  the  feat  oiDiffeu^ 
\  4is  wonderful  and  fupereminent  chair,  is  pleafantly  fituate  a  ^^«»^- 
town  of  the  fame  name,  whofe  inhabitants  make  a  handfome  A  tpnvm 
fifelihood  by  helping  the  caravans  to  load  and  unload  theufopit^ 

^  Id.  ibid.  See  the  TxaveU  of  the  jefuits,  1.  i.  c.  7,  Alvarez, 
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henRs  of  burthen,  a  good  part  of  the  ^x^y  of  the  craggy 
afcent  above^mentioaed,  in  order  to  help  them  to  leap  from 
one  ftep  to  the  other ;  fo  that  one  would  be  furprifed  to  fee 
\nth  what  facility  they  make  themclimb  and  keep  theh:  feet^ 
and  they  themfelves  convey  their  burthens  from  one  ftair  to 
another,  thro'  every  diiffkult  part  of  this  afcent* 

But  what  yields  a  ftill  more  fqprifingly  delightful  pro- 

Ipeft  from  this  little  lofty  fpot,  is  the  unbounded  view  of  die 

whole  kingdom  of  TigrCf  though  thelargeft  of  the  whole 

empire,  and  of  the  ridges  of  mountains  of  5«w«z,  which  run 

acrofs,  and  intarfeft  it  in  various  parts,  and  which,  at  that 

height  and  diftance,  appear  no  higher  than  fmall  hillocks^ 

The  misfortune  is,  that  this  little  town,  though  ftrong  and 

populous  enough  to  defend  itfelf  agjunft  all  ailaults  of  any 

The  feoph  enemy,  is  but  poorly  furnifhed  with  all  ncceflaries  for  hu* 

fm-.  man  life,  except  water,  which  they  have  in  plenty,  and  very' 

good ;  every  other  kind,  almoft,  they  are  obliged  either  to 

fetch  from  the  lower  lands,  or  to  purchafe  at  a  dearer  rate 

from'  the  caravans,  which  doth  not  a  little  leflenthe  gain  rf 

.  their  labour,  and  keeps  them  ftill  poor  and  indigeQt '. 

Much  of  the  famenature  is  the  famed  mountain,  orrock, 
Guexen,  of  Guexen,  fituate  between  the  kingdoms  of  Jmiara  and 
m/amoas  Xava,  on  the  fummit  of  which  was  fuch  another,  but  larger 
'^^^  plain,  well  watered  and  wooded,  and  with  fome  ground  for  ' 

tillage  and  pafture,  and  guarded  on  all  fides  with  ftrong  and 
difficult  pafTes  made  by  the  natural  rock,  and  in  which  the 
princes  of  the  blood  were  formerly  kept  prifoners,  and  whence  ' 
Defcrihed.  they  were  fetched  to  be  raifed  to  the  imperial  throne.     Xhi«  ' 
ftupendous  and  impregnable  mountain  is  a   perpendicular 
rock,  in  the  nature  of  a  fortrefs,  the  breadth  of  which,  on 
the  top,  along  the  flope,  may  be  about  kalf  a  league,  but  at 
the  bottom  is  about  half  a  day's  journey  in  circuit ;  the 
height  is  fuch,  that  the  ftrongcft  cannot  caft  a  ftone  with  a 
fling  high  enough  to  reach  the  top.    The  afcent,  though  not^ 
very  fteep  at  firft,  grows  by  degrees  fo  difficult  and  painful, 
that  even  their  cows,  which  in  this  country  climb  and  ildp 
like  wild  goats,  cannot  be  hoifted  up  without  flings  and 
puUies.    On  the  top  is  nothing  to  be  feen  but  a  parcel  of 
poor  huts,  difinally  put  together,  of  ftone  and  dirt,  covered 
above,  and  lined  within,  withftraw,  with  Icarce  any  tole^* 
The  pfitt'  rable  furniture  befides.    Thefe  ferved  for  manfion-houfisa  ^ 
cesoftbe    both  for  the  unfortunate  princes,  who  wer^fent  thither^ 
hloodcon-   and  for  their  guards.    About  the  middle  of  the  plain  were 
£neduf9n  two  fprings  which  fujpplied  them  with  water,  the  one  xa 

I  Id,  ibid. 

drlak^ 


C.  4*  th  Empire  of  AhiE^x&L  ^y 

AAsky  and  the .  other  to  wa(h  themfelves  in.    A  few  com  tht  top  •/ 
&ld5  they  had  for  tillage,  and  fome  paflure  ones  for  their''* 
cattle,  and  fome  few  trees,  in  form  of  a  thicket,  ferved  them 
for  a  ihady  refrefhment  *  :  in  this  difmal  folitude  they  fpent 
their  lives,  till  either  raifed  to  the  empire,  or  fet  at  liberty 
by  death.     This  rigorous  cullom  was,  however,  fet  afidc 
about  two  centuries  ago,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  its  proper  place : 
bm  the  moll  confiderabie  of  them  all,  according  to  father 
Al^honfo  Mendez^  is  that  which  they  call  Thabat  Mariam,  Mount 
or  more  properly  Tadbaba  Mar-jam,  whofe  fummit  vaftly  Tadbabu 
oat-tops  all  the  reft,  and  even  the  clouds,  by  far,  and  is  like-  5^5^^!*? 
wife  very  fpacious.     This  famed  mountain,  whofe  bottom^       • 
IS  watered  by  two  large  rivers  defcending  from  it,  hathfeven 
Inaidfbme  churches  built  upon  it,  one  of  which,  dedicated  to 
St.  John,  is  very  rich  and  beautiful,  having  been  formerly  the 
barying-place  of  the  ^^(^m^n  monarchs,  of  whom  there  are  y^  ^^ 
fi?e  monuments,  covered  with  tapeftry,  which  hath  the  arms  rial-place 
fi  Portugal 'y  from  which,  one  may  conjefture  them  to  have  if  the  em* 
been  prefented  for  that  purpofe  by  king  Emanuel,  to  thep^fors. 
4en  emperor  David  ™. 

TH£.laft  we  fhall  mention  under  this  head^  isthatcele* 
iMrated  hollow  high  rock,  in  the  kingdom  of  Gojam ;  juft  op- 
pofite .  to  which  Hands  another,  much  of  the  fame  height  and 
iugnefs,  fq  exadly  placed  by  nature,  that  it  echoes  back  a 
fJ»ord  fearely  whifpered  in  the  other,  with  fuch  force,  that  it  Whifper-  ' 
IS  heard  at  a  great  diftance ;  and  the  joint  voices  of  three  Or  ing-plidci. 
few:  perfons.  fpeaking.tpgethCT,  found  as  loud  as  a  great 
Ihotit  from  a  numerous  army  ".    And  thus  much  fhall  fuf- 
fice,  for  the  extraordinary  mountains  of  this  empire.     Thofe 
i»fco  want  a  large  detail  of  them,  may  read  the  defcriptioa 
iduch  father  Almeyda,  who  had  gone  over  moft  of  them, 
liatb  given  as  of  the  reft  of  thefe  dreadful  and  gigantic  piles  ; 
the  very  reading  of  which  fills  one  with  a  chilly  dread,  rather 
Aan  delight.     We  fliall  only  add  here,  that  'fome  of  thofe 
traggy  afcente  we  have  fpoken  of,  would  be  wholly  inaccef- 
fi^  in  many  places,  had  not  neceflity  forced  thofe,  other- 
.^viie  indolent,  people,  to  have  Vecourfe  to  cranes,  and  other  5^^^^^^/. 
ildi  fiufts,  by  which  they  draw  up,  and  let  down,  both  the  tie,  and 
lofls  and  their  burthens,  by.  dint  of  ropes  and  puUies  ;  m"  goods 
imach,  that  even  their  mules  and  oxen,  which  naturally  craned  up 
cEipb  like  wild  goats,  muft  be  craned  up  and  down  in  tht  ^^^d^n, 
&&e  manner  ^     Their  way  of  travelling  through  this  rocky 

•  Id.  ibid.  »  Id.  ibid.  vid.  Lobo,  &  Le  Grand, 

Kffert.  1.  ii.  p.  206.  «  Kercher  &  Payi,  ap.  I-u- 

*ilph,  l.i.  c.  6.  S.  15.  »  Id. ibid. 
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ff^ay  of  and  monntainoti*  country,  fe  upon  inlJl^,  iSt  iifiw,  which 
travel'  are  the  beft,  and,  as  wc  lately  hirtted,  -the  xttoA  fure-footM 
%T-  beafts,  to  clamber  up  and  down  thdfe  craggy  afeenta:  but 

in  the  plains  the  camels  are  thd  nioft  cclmlndnly  ufed,  att  the 
beft  fitted  by  nature  for  fhofe  hot,  d^,  and  Vitdj  c&mtei, 
their  horfes  being  only  to  be  iiAounted  in  tlrtic  of  war,  to 
charge  the  enemy. 
:..uhs.  The  next  natural  rarities  of  this  coontiy,  ire  thcffr  latkes 

and  rivers.    Of  the  fonfler,  we  meet  with  few  of  aifty  note, 
except  thofe  of  Zaai,  or  Zowatdy  In  the  kingdom  of  Xawr, 
out  of  which  fprings  the  river  Jfbtcln,  which  fiiDs  into  the 
gve2it  Hawajb,  or  Xaoax,  and  with  it  is  buried  or  abforbcd 
m  the  fandy  deferts  of  the  kiftgdom  of  Jdel,  and  that  of 
The  large  Dembea  in  the  kingdom  of  that  name,  aftd  ftiled  by  the  iaha- 
i>neof       bitants  Bar-Dambea,  or  the  fea  cf  Demhd  (B),    This  kft 
Dembea.  is  by  far  indeed  the  moft  confidcrable  of  the  t^o,  ott  federal 
accounts,  but  more  particularly  of  its  largenefs^  and  its  vaft 
Its  extent.  length  and  breadth,  it  extending  itfelf  from  the  12th  to  the 
14th  degree  of  north  latitude,,  altooft  thirty  in  moft  places, 
and  thirty- five  leagues  where  longeft ;  and  in  breadth  from 
ten  leagues,  where  narroweft,  to  almoft  fourteen  or  fifteen 
where  broadeft,  and  about  ninefty  miles  in  circumference, 
cxclufive  of  its  deep  bays,  creeks,  and  other  winding? :  the 
Waters*     Waters  of  if  aare  Iweet  and  clear ;  arid  breed  gl^eafc  plenty 
fijh.        and  variety  of  fifti.    The  country  roiind  about  is  platn,  fer* 

IB)  It  hath  had  feveralffrangc  ror;  that  this  vaft  rcccpt^clfe  re- 
names given  to  it,  both  by  an-  ceived  its  waters  from  the  two 
denes  an4  moderns,  fcrr  which  gteat  rivers  of  Z4/Vit,  or  Zaira 
we  can  fet  no  fotmdation.  Fto-  and  C^affs;/?;  the  former  of  which 
Jmyt^hxiCohe^  John di Bat-  difehai^s  Itiidf,  on  the  con- 
r^/tJ^i'r/ifii,  probably  60m  one  crary,  into  the  Miffinian  lea, 
of  Its  iiknds ;  ^  Ludoffh  c:dl»  near  the  ciofb  of  Qango ;  and 
It  LacM  7%mmcusi  hota  tbAl-  of  the  lajttef  rans  its  courfe  eaftv 
TsMM,  one  of  the  moil  €on&-  wards,  towards  the  kingdom  of 
derablein  it  (i).  Some  gco-  Angoti  whereas  it  is  plaia,  that 
graphers  give  the  rlake  two  the  river  Nile  is  the  only  one 
name».  and  call  the  fouth  part  that  is  known  to  Dow  into  this 
Zamhrty  and  the  north  part  lake,  which  is  the  caufe  that 
Zaira  (2) ;  though  there  be  its  waters  i*iie  to  foch  a  prodi- 
iiot  the  leaft  poondfor  f«ch  a  gious  degree  in  winter,  by  the 
divifion,  the  inhabitants  giving  many  other  rivers  flowing,  as 
it  the  name  of  Babr^  or  fea.  It  is  well  as  by  the  torrents  that  *lall 
notthereforeap]ike]y,that  thofe  from  the  adjacent  mountaina 
authorsfoUowed  the  commoner-  into  it,  in  fnch  vaftpknty  (9)^ 

(I)  Btft,  Etbiop,  /.  1.  e,  8.  (2)  Fi'd,  Atlas  ofMttcatar  ^  Johnrim 

•«•  »^35'  (3)  i^^  '^^  •»"'<'♦  Ctmei/U,  U  Martmitrt,  &  aljup.  cita,  ^     ^ 
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tile,  and  ikl^htful ;  and  the  infide  of  the  lake  abounds  with  IJlaudtmti 

Jilialtltttde  0f  ifland$  of  different  fizeSi  the  laraefl  inhabit^  «|m«/#* 
fAhy^nian  monks,  and  rerj  pleafanc  and  tertile:  about '^'^^ 
ierai  or  e^htof  them  have  monaiueries,  which,  though  go* 
big.  CO  cbcay,  appear  to  have  been  formerly  (lately  e£fices ; 
isA  amoi^  the  various  produ^ls  which  they  yield,  they  have 
fach  fine  otroa  and  orange  threes,  as  excecxi  any  in  the  em-  * 
pire,  for  beamy  and  fine  tafte.    One  of  thefe  iflandf[,  and 
the  moft  barren  of  ziX^  whick  the  inhabitants  called  Dik,  is 
made  the  prifon,  or  place  of  confinement,  for  great  prifoners 
offtate^  / 

This  great  lake  U  navi^ble,  and  th^  AbiJJinians  ia'il  on  it  Naviga^ 
i^  flat-bottomed  boats,  wUch  they  call  tancoas,  and  whkh //<}»  <zvff£ 
are  not  made  of  wood,  but  of  a  kind  of  rufhes  they  c^HJm^l 
tambuas,  wjitK  which  its  watd'S  abonnd,  each  of  which  is  ^{ioatj^ 
tbethickiiefs  of  a  man's  arm,  and  aboat  two  yards  in  length. 
This  tsmbnagrows  likewife  in  other  lakesr^  and  all  along  the 
tanks  of  the  Nile,  and  is  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes,  though 
thb-laft  is  thinner,  and  longer^  than  that  which  grows  in  the 
'  lakes,  and  is  the  fame  which  PUny  hath  defcribed  to  us  ^,  and 
which  the  ancients  called  papyrus,  and  was  ferviceable  to  them 
not  only  in  making  of  their  paper,  but  likewife  their  boats,  fails, 
and  other  tackle ;  the  like  c^  which  is  done  by  the  Abiffinians 
with  their  Dambean  reeds.     The  misfortune  is,  that  this  lake  .Br^/ii> 
breeds  miultitudes  of  hippppotamos,  or  iea-horfes,  which  m^^^^^ 
not  only  endangers  the  navigation  but  defboy  great  quan-  bar/as, 
titles  of  fifli,  and  make  2l  dreadful  havock  where-ever  they 
come,  as  they  ufually  do,  to  graze  upon  the  land.    How- 
ever, It  breeds  neither  crocodiles  nor  alligators,  as  the  Nik  hut  no  cr%^ 
4oth  ;  (b  that  thecatde  may  fafely  feed  on  the  fertile  pafture  CQ^UtJkz. 
groands  adjacent  to  it,  and  come  and  drink  of  its  wholfome 
waters,  without  any  danger  from  thofe  amphibious  moo- 
flers :  and  as  for  the  fea-hor£ss,  there  are  people  who  make 
it  thehr  bufinefs  to  deftroy  them,  and  live  upon  their  fiefh, 
.  and  cut  their  ikms  into  loi^  ftraps,  called  ailengas,  which 
'  die  Ahiffmians  ufe  inftead  ofwhips  and  fpurs  to  their  horfes. 
Much  lefs  is  it  infefted  with  tritons,  mermaids,  and  other 
fea  monfters,  as  fome  authors  have  pretended',   who  havjt 
been  fince  confuted  by  others  of  greater  authority,  who  have 
refided  in  tha.t  kii^om '.  , 

What  is  ftiti  more  fmgular  of  thi^  lake,  is,  that  it  ret  Crofidb^ 
cdves  the  NUg  into  its  bofom,  imd  ^ves  its  waters  a  free  tin  rinur 

9  TELtii,  LoBo,  LxfDOLi?H,  &  sl.  fup.  dtat.  ♦  If ati 

Hift. lib.  xiii.  c.  ii.  ^  V id.  John son^s  Atlas,  an.  1653. 

*  TfLLBz,  ALfiTfYD^A,  Loao,  LuDt&vTHv  ^  al. jdOHup. 
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Nile  ;       paffage  a-crofs  it  from  weft  to  eaft,  without  intermixing  its 

without     own  with  it.     Hence  it  is  that  the  ancients,  and  many  of 

mixing      our  modern  geographers,  have  imagined  that  celebrated  river 

*^f 'f''f      to  have  its  rife  from  thence,  though  the  contrary  hath  been 

n*;ttb  It.    £jj^g  difcovered  by  eye-witneflcs,  who  have  been  at  the  pains 

to  trace  it  back  from  ,thc  place  where  it  falls  into  the  lake, 

quite  up  to  its  famous,  and  fo  long  fought-for  fprings,  which 

are  above  twenty  leagues  in  a  direft  line  diftant  from  it,  as 

we  have  formerly  had  occafion  to  ftiew  in  our  ancient  hiftory 

of  this,  country,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred  .for  a  more 

jiarticular  account*.  ' 

It  will  not  be,  however,  foreign  to  our  general  defign, 
to  obferve  here,  with  the  ingenious  Wr.Maillet,  an  author 
who  was  not  only  perfonally  converfant  with  moft  of  the 
taiffionaries,  and  other  Portuguefe  authors,  who  have  wrote 
fo  decifively  concerning  the  two  fources  of  this  famed  rlvef, 
but  with  many  others  who  have  had  occafion  to  vifit  thofe 
parts,  how  little  reafon  there  is  to  acquiefce  in  the  account 
'  they  give  us  of  this  fo  much  boafted  difcovery,  efpecially  as' 
the  merit  and  reputation  of  it  is  fo  apt  to  infpire  one  with  an' 
-ambitious  defire  after  a  title,  or  even  fome  bare  pretence 
-to  it. 

This  feems  no  lefs  evident  to  us,  from  the  artful  prefe- 
rence they  have  given  us  of  thefe  two  fprings,  to  a  vaft 
number  of  others,  which,  by  their  flowing  into  the  fame 
-common  ftr^m,  though  'perhaps  from  a  much  greater  di- 
Aance,  might  intitle  them,  with  as  niuch  juftice,  to  that 
tlignified  name :  for  when  fo  many  different  brooks  thus 
join  their  waves  into  one  common  ftream,  as  they  do  here, 
how  can  one,  with  fo  much  feeming  certainty,  aflign  that  tit'e 
to  any  one  or  two  of  them,  exclufive  of  the  reft ';  and  yet^ 
-unlefs  this  can  be  done,  the  head  fpring  of  that  river  may 
•juftly  be  deemed  as  unknown  to  us  as  it  was  to  the  ancients. 
What  is  the  Nile  itfelf,  with  all  that  multitude  of  ftreams 
that  flow  into  it,  but  a  mere  brook  before  the  Jemma,  wbicH 
falls  from  the  diftant  mountains,  of  Dengla,  with  a  much 
]greater  force,  and  a  much  larger  quantity  of  water,  fwells 
it  into  the  bulk  of  a  river  j  or,  to  ipeak  perhaps  more  pro- 
perly, receives  it  into  its  :-bofam,  aftd  by  a  ftrange  and  un« 
natural  requital,  is  forced  to  yield  at  once  its  waves*  and  dig- 
nity to  that  proud  intruder. 

But  here  we  are  told,  that  this  laft  is  ftamped  by  nature 
with  the  marks  of  the  fovereign  dignity  :  its  forked  head, 
lipped  on  the  top  with  two  wonderful  bottomlefs  fprings, 

<  Aac.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  73, 407.  xviii.  p.  ,265,  k  feq. 
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running  down  from  two  fmall  hillocks,  adorned  with  it-^ 
,  lightful  trees  leading  to  it,  into  a  fmall  lake,  the  dearnefs  of 
;   the  ih-eams,  the  hollow  ground  through  which  it  runs,  the 
pleafant  track  of  verdure  which  it  leaves  above-ground  aU 
the  way  that  its  waves  run  under  it,  the  hollow  trembling  , 
ground  through  which  its  glides,  and  the  conftant  tribute 
{  ^  water  paid  to  it  by  a  great  number  of  brooks  on  both 
I  fides,  thetb>  and  a  variety  of  other  topographical  embellifh- 
;   ments,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  whether  peculiar  to  that 
I  river,  or  common  to  thofe  that  flow  into  it,  are  what  hath 
[  4ctermined  the  good  fathers  to  fix  the  diadem  on  its  head^ 
f  pieferably  to  the  Jemrna^  or  any  other  pretender. 
!       Thus  much  may  fuffice  with  regard  to  the  fodrce  of  this 
[-  celebrated  river.     As  to  the  caufeof  its  not  mixing  its  proud 
waves  with  thofe  of  the  Dembean  lake,  a  faft  founded  on 
frequent  and   unqueftionable  obfervations,  is  rightly  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  largenefs  and  violence  oi  its  ftream  ;  which 
having  received  feveral  other  large  rivers  into  it,  and  running 
its  courfe  downwards,  with  an  u^ufual  rapidity  and  fundry 
dreadful  falls,  carries  all  before  it  with  an  irrefiftable  force,, 
and  makes  itfelf-a  channel  of  twelve  or  more  leagues  through 
iSac  Dembean  waters,  for  fo  far  it  is  from  the  place  of  its  en- 
trance to  that  of  its  {allying  out  of  that  lake  "• 

This  river  is  juftly  efteemed  by  far  the  moft  confiderable  Chief  ri* 
of  all  Ethiopia,  on  many  other  accounts  befides  thofe  already  '^^f'  e/*^^^ 
mentioned ;  but  as  it  hath  been  fully  defcribed,  both  with  regard  ^'1^  ^^', 
\  to  its  fprings,  windings,  catarafts,  rivers  falling  into  it,  and^?^'^^  '* 
other  particulars  relating  to  it,  in  our  Ancient  Hiftory  ""^  we  ftiall  ^fa  ^^* 
refer  our  readers  to  the  place  above  quoted,  to  avoid  needlefs  re-    ^^^^^* 
petitions,  and  go  on  with  defcribing  thofe  which  have  not  been 
at  all,  or  but  tranfiently,  mentioned  there.     Among  thefe  lafl 
is  the  Tacavji,  which,  as  we  formerly  hinted,  is  one  of  the  Tacaxa^ 
principal  ones  that  falls  into  the  M/f,  and  is  fuppofed  the 
Afiaboras    of  Ptolomy ''.     It  hath  its  fource  on  the  ridge  of 
mountains  called  Arywagua^  on  the  frontiers  of  the  king- 
dom of  Angot,  next  to  that  of  Bargemder^  where  at  the  foot 
of  the  higher-feated  mountain  toward  the  eafl,  breaH  forth 
with  great  force  three  feveral  fprings,  within  a  ftone's  throw 
of  each  other,  and  joining  their  itreams  together,  make  up 
a  confiderable  one,  which  runs  eaflward  fome  days  journey, 
between  the  territories  of  Daphana  and  Hoage,  which  lie ' 
north  of  it :  thence  crofliqg  the  kingdom  of  tigre,    it  runs  Jt^  courjt 
through  the  province  of  Slre^  leaving  its  ftrtile  lands  on  tht  along  ib^ 

■    ■  TBLtiz,  Pays,  Almeyda,  LobO|  &al. ibid«  ^  Ub. 

fup.  »  Ibid.  p.  270,  (E), 
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'r.v/./d'    eaft,  and  its  celebrated  defertof  Jldaba  on  the  weft,  once  ag 
/  ^'   ..lined  for  the  nunaber  and  aufterity  of  its  anchorites,  as  that 
u'd'jA.        Qf  Thebais'y    thence  continuing  its  courfe  ftill  nwthwardl 
th'Ough  th^  province  of  Ifoleait,  and  the  low-lands  of  the 
CaffreSy  it  at  length  ertters  into  the  kingdom  of  Dequin,  in- 
habited by  a  kind  of  Moors,  calkd  Bauhns,  where  it  fooa 
*  after  lofes  itfelf  in  the  Mi^.     This  river,  though  not  fo  large 
quite  as  that  it  runs  into,  is  in  many  places  very  deep,  and 
at)ounds  with  crocodiles  and  fea-horfes,  both  of  an  extraor- 
dinary   fize,    and    the    fiih,    formerly  mentioned,  xalkd 
torpedo  J^. 
TheZe*        The  Zebee  rifes  in  the  kingdom  of  Nerea,   and  is  faid  to 
bee,  ///    be  larger  than  the  Nile  ;  it  rifes  in  a  canton  of  Boxa,  be- 
rx/e  and'    longing   to  that  kingdom,  and  taking  its  courfe   firft  weft- 
€ouf/e,       ward,  and.  then  eaftward,  and  thence  fouthward,  furrounds  i 
in  fome  meafure  the  kingdom  of  Girigiro  into  apeninfula,  a$ 
the  Nile  dpth  that  of  Gojam  ;  after  this,  it  continues  its  courfe  i 
iputhward  beyond  Ken,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  that  : 
difembogues  itfelf  at  Mombaza  *.   . 
.JhelAz'       The  Mareb,  another  confiderable  river,   hath  its  fource 
reb  ru^s    at  about  two  leagues  diftance  weflward  from  the  town  d 
fart  of  its  Debaroa,  fincc  called  Fremona^  in  the  kingdom   of  Ttgre^ 
nvay  »»-    whence  winding  itfelf  to  the  fouth,  and  entering  into  the 
der ground*  fandy  territories  of  the  Caffres,  it  comes  down  with  a  dread- 
ful fall  from  a  rock  thirty  cubits  high,  and  buries  itfelf  a  long  ; 
way  under-ground,  yet  not  fo  low,  but  that  if  one  digs  a  few 
yards  deep,  as  the  Portitguefe  did  when  they  carried  on  the 
war  in  thofe  parts,  one  finds  not  only  plenty  of  fweet  water, 
but  of  good  fi(h.     A  little  farther  fouthwards  the  rivier  rifes  i 
again^  and  winding  itfelf  into  the  more  feitile  kingdom  of 
Sekin,  or  Dequin,  diftributes  all  its  &ttening  treafure  pf  water 
on  thofe  laiidsj^  as  if  it  had  forgot  to  go  any  fiarther,  or  to 
return  into  the  ocean  •.    In  the  winter  feafon,  this  river,  we 
are  told,  takes  a  difiefent  courfe  before  it  buries  itfelf  in  the 
fands,  and  runs  between  the  provinces  of  Suroa,  AJfa^  Harve, 
and  Towat ;  and  gliding  along  the  foot  of  the  monaftery  of 
Jiallelitjay  whidi  ftands  at  a  fmall  diftance  fxomFremona^ 
above-mentioned,  and  confequently  from  the  place  where  it 
rifes ;  after  which  it  enters  into  the  fandy  lands,  and  there 
finks  itfelf  out  <rf  fight  \ 


T  Almbyda,  Lobo,  Telleji,  Lvdolpk,  &  aJ.  •  Tel* 
tEz  Travels  of  the  Jcfuits,  Lie. 4.  John  Dos  Santos  Ethiop. 
Qricnt,  1.  V.  c.  !•  •  Tellbz,  Almbxda,  Lobo>  Lu- 
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ANOTRE&Hver,  ahnoft  eqoal  to  the  Nils,  U  the  ffoax^ThiH^' 
8mx,  or^ccordiag  to  Mr.  Litdolph,  Hawq/b^  which   rifesvax. 
l)eme&  the  kingdoms  of  Xoa  op  the  north,  and  of  Ogge  and 
^fitfgftr  on,  the  foiitb,  and  directing  its  courfe  eauward, 
neei^es  {everaj  large   rivers,   particularly  the  Machi^    orMachi* 
Mg^Hf  which  flows  from  the  i^seat  lake  of  Zaiviga,   or 
Z$^,  in  the  kingdom  of  Oggf,  above-menticmed;  thence» 
Hih  this  new  addition,  it  hurri^  its  rapid  ftream  into  tbf 
]ingiaia  of  ji(UI,  which  it  enters  at  a  place  called  Mca* 
Gurde,  where  the  fathers  Pereyr^  ai^d  B/U^hndo^  two  jefait 
niffioDaries,  were  hehaded>  by  the  t4^cmme4m  king,  in 
hatred  toChriilianlnr.  This  noble  rivi^r  makef  fuople  amrads 
^  tbe  inhabitants  tor  the  fgarcity  of  rains,  which  ^  \txxt7hritjhi 
tet  fddjCHn ;  and  being*  like  the  Nik^  drawp  into  numerons  tih  ^nurfh, ' 
cbifb,  enriches  all  rbs^t  trafVt  by  watering  their  fields  an4 
fatilifing  thw"  VftUie$» .  fo  that  Uiey  prodiice  the  greatef^ 
fbity  (W  corn  and  cattle;  and  at  lengthf  lik^  the  Mar^i 
ibore-meotiooad,  bnries  itfelf  in  the  earth  %  as  if  it  thought 
it  aiqore  hoaoursd>le  fepulchx^  than  the  iea  ((p). 

Qthsr 

^  Tbllez,  &  al.  fop.  dtat. 

(C)  It  will  not  be  improper  befi^es  gold-dnft;  and  falling 

fer^  to  ^cqiiaint  onr  readers,  into  the  fea  ziMtUnda^  ^atk^ 

Aat  ihis  is  the  fame  river  which  great  fifliery  of  pearl  and  aa)« 

ft  fabulous   author    calls    the  bergrie  at  the  moath  of  it  (4). 
%w,  or  black  rivc;r,  for  no        To  this  imaginary  river  of 

other  reafon    than  becaufe  it  onr  monkiih  author,  we  (halt 

nns  through  the  country  of  the  add  another  no  lefs  fabnlotis, 

the  blacks  \    as    if    no  other  and  no  lefs  celebrated  by  the 

Hvcrs  of  this  and  the  circum^  romantic  Hehr:iu  rabbies,  *uiz^ 

jacent  ctopire  did  the  fame,  but  the  Samiation,  or  SahbaHe  -ri- 

run  through  the  countries  of  the  ver,  which  is  affirmed  to  flow 

whites.    This  river,  of  which  with  a  fwift  and  loud  current. 

ftat  writer  makes  the  Nile  to  during  the  fix  firft  days  of  the 

Be  only  a  branch   (though  it  week,  and  to  be  dried  up  during 

be  certain  there  is  no  fuch  river  the  whole  fabbath,  or  feventh 

hi^% Ethiopia,  as  we  (hall  fee  day.    Jo/ephus  is  the  fird  who 

vhea  we  come  to  fpeak  of  it  in  tells  us  that  I'itus  faw  it  in  his 

in  proper  place)  he  goes  on  to  way    through   Syrim  (5),    but 

tdl  OS,  in  his   romantic  way,  makes  it  to  flow  only  on  the 

forms  three  lakes ;   from  the  fabbath  day,  and  to  be  dry  all 

one  of  which   a  river  flows,  the  other  fix ;  which  is  the  re- 

which  always  runs  over  Hones  verfe  of  what  its  name  imports, 

of  great  value,  fuch  as  rubies,  Pliny,  upon  the  credit  of  fome 

fephirs,  emeralds,  garnets,  tfk  Jewijb  fabulift,    fpeaks  more 

U]  Umv.  Urgtt.  Bifi.4i$tbifp',lib.l  «.  ^9.   (5]  D*  beli.Jud,  hh.  viL  r.  24; 
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10$  nfA&kmHyicrys/  R%V1. 

dMBm,  little  mor9  mn^s  left  than  their  rmh  pr  at  bcft  famf 
fpw  fragments,  ftill  fervipg  to  the  jGiio^  r^^g^Qos  nk$  ^ 

Vfu  pisiit  fnodry  pther  uich  r^rMes*  bKHb  ii9tur«I  «iid  art 
iMicial,  mentionefl  by  Atanafius  X^rcker,  wbich  thole  y1}Q 
can  give  credit  to  tliem»  Pi^y  fee  in  bis  l«rge  ^c^litftion.  Axd 
the  laA  we  (hall  mefitiea  here,  U  the  fm^  ilQ{>eriigi{  f>il9€e« 
^uilt  after  the  Eun^an  tmfte,  bjr  fether  Pag^/,  of  wbi^b  we 
promifed  to  give  a  fhort  tc(XHint  optfer  this  he^id*  Tbii 
ftately  edifice  M^9^  fac^  vithlA  and  witho<|t  ^itb  large  fqu^e 
ftQneSi  neatly  wrought  end  joined  tpg^tber.  Among  xH 
Theimfe*  (lately  apartments  f^tt,  n^s  pne  fair  fpecioas  room>  ^tyfeet 
riqlpalact  j^  length,  and  fifteen  in  breadth ;  and  Pn  the  feme  floor,  a 
Je/crtbed,  (q^afg  bed-chambcr,  together  with  a  fpacipus  ftair-caft  in 
the  middle,  leading  from  the  lower  to  the  nppcr  floor,  From 
this  afeended  a  fecond*  leading  tp  the  fe|  ropf  of  the  hoilfe» 
whiphwas  guided  abpnt  With  a  handfome  parapet.  On  the 
fop  pf  this  upper  ito-oafe  was  built  a  litde  room,  like  a  ctot 
fct,  in  which  the  emperor  pfed  to  delight  Wqifelf  much,  be? 
cavfe  he  bad  from  thence  a  diftant  view  pf  the  whole  Dimf 
han  lake,  and  ail  the  adjacent  country,  the  palace  being  buHt 
on  a  rifing  groiind,  in  the  large  peninfulacaUedt^or^^r^f^  on 
the  northern  fide  of  the  lake ;  from  thence  alfo  he  conid  fee 
nearer  at  hand  all  that  went  in  and  out,  without  being  ^^ 
ceiv^d  by  any  body^.  This  delightful  fpot  being  the  place 
where  that  monarch  afcd  to  fpend  the  grcateft  part  of  the 
winter,  and  had  caufed  it  to  be  beautifind  with  ftately  gar- 
dens aftqr  the  European  manner.^ 

S  E  C  T.    VL 

Of  the  Government^  Lnws^  Emperor* s  Ourt^  Power^ 
Coronation^  pompous  Titles^  Campy  Rstinue,  4rmh 
Revenue^  and  other  Prfrogatives. 

Co<trem'    TT  plainly  appears,  by  all  the  records  of  this  once  vaft  am! 

mentof     X  dpulent  empire,  that  its  governmcntwas  from  its  firft  fou|^» 

Abiiuma.  dation  monarchical  and  defpotic,  and  that,  though  its'<Migia 

and  uninterrupted  feries  of  monarchs,  which  the  Abigimnt 

fo  much  boaft  of,  be  at  beft  very  precarious  and  doubtful, 

yet  there  cannot  be  found,  either  in  their  tradition  or  annals, 

ne  einpe-oT  through  any  of  thofe  great  revolutions  which  it  hath 

rsrs  po'-w'  undergone  through  fo  long  a  feries  of  ages,  a  period  of  time, 

irah/olute.  Jq  which  thofe  princes  did  not  -rule  with  defpotio  fway,  and 

^  Te^l jz,  k  al.  fpp  citat.  %  Tulez,  &.^.  vid.  & 

LvDOLPB,  1.  ii.  c.  la.  §  Loao,  ft  al.  (up.  p,  ^  US. 


I 

I  C4.  ib$  Efftpire  cf  Ain^ik^  107 

claim  aaabfolute  right  over  the  liv^s,  liberties;  and  fortunes 
of  their  fubjefts,  as  well  as  an  uncoatroulable  authority  in 
al  matters  ecclefiafticai  as  well  as  civil  ••  There  neycr  were* 
asuxig  them  any  written  laws  concerning  thdr  government, 
mach  iefsany  to  reftrain  their  exorbitant  power,  or  fecure  the 
fflbjefts  the  leaft  privilege  or  property ;  bat  his  fole  will  is  the 
oiuyerfal  law.  Notwithftanding  which  extenfive  preroga- 
tive, derived  to  them  from  time  immemorial,  we  find  not 
that  the  clergy  haye  fo  wholly  acknowlcged  or  fubmitted  to 
it;  bat  that  they  have,  npon  various  occaflons,  ftrenuoufly 
opj)ofed  it,  not  only  in  matters  wholly  religious  and  eccleii- 
affical,  but  evep  in  foine  that  were  merely  political,  fuch  a$ 
tbe  fucceffion,  or  corona^on,  of  feme  of  their  emperors,  as 
vefliali  fee  in  the  fequel. 

We  have  already  obferved  ^,  that  thefe  princes  boaft  them-  -,,  .    . 
fl?e$  defceaded  from  MiuUeheck^  or  David,  the  fon  of  the  {    ''' 
great  Sohmm  king  pf  J^rael,  by  the  queen  of  SbelM.     Thi»-'^'"  * 
princefs,  according  to  them,  did,  after  her  return  from  ^T"**?^* 
rdga  twenty-five  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  this  fon,  from 
vhom  descended  a  feries  of  princes,  in  a  dire£l  line,  down 
to  the  year  960,  when  the  crown  paffed  into  another  family ; 
ia  virtue  of  whi(:h  noble  defeent,  they  ftile  themfelves  Nd-  High  ti^ 
fffi,  and  are  always  addrefled  either  by  that  of  nagudia  na-  /^^^« 

;  g^t,  or  king  of  kings.;  or  by  that  of  hatzeghe,  equivalent 
to  the  Fpeneb  fire.  But  befides  tbefe,  they  affume  com- 
monly fome  other  pompous  ones  in  their  edi<^s,  letters,  and 
other  public  writings  :  fuch  was,  for  inftaxice,  tho  letter  of 
the  emperor  Leina  Danguily  at,  David,  aL  Snltsin' Segued, 
(for  he  bore  all  thofe  names)  to  Emanuel  king  of  Portugal  i 
in  which  he  ftiles  VimiAi  David  the  beloved  of  God,  pillar  of 
Ac  faith,  kinfmantothe  race  of  Judah,  fon  oi  David,  and 
^Sohmm,  fon  of  the  pillar  of  .Siw,  emperor  of  the  greatand 
high  Ethiopia,  and  of  its  great  kingdoms  and  provinces,  ^c* 
They  Ukewife  bear  in  their  arms  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  - 
Judah  holding  a  crofs,  with  this  infcription  in  Ethiopic, 
Vi€  Hon  of  the  tribe  of  Juddi  i^  conqueror  ^,     The  refpeff  that  Hcmagg 

:   »  paid  to  thdr  prefence,  is  anfwerable  to  their  title  and  dig-  p^ld  ta 
ai^,  none  of  their  fubjefts   approaching  it  without  the'^^**-' 
fepeft  marks  of  fubmiffion^  and  fuch  as  come  little  fliCMrt 
of  adoration,  that  is  paid  tofeveral  Indian  princes  j  of  whom 
ve  have  had  occafion  to  fpeak  in  fome  former  volumes  **• 

•  Tbllbz,  Almsyda,  Lobo,  Ludolph,  Poncet,  &  al. 
plur.  *►  See  before,  vol.  xm,  p.  462.  «  .1  Kings,  x.  paff.  vid.  U 
Tellez,  Almeyda,  Lobo.  Vid  Sc  LudoivPh,  Echiop.  lib.  ii. 
c- 1,  pair.  &  al  plur/  '*  See  before,  vo].  yiii.  p.  142^  &  feq. 
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They  do  not  indeed  affeft,  like  theiib^  that  majeftic  piece  o€ 

grandeur,  of  being  feldom  feen  by  ithek  fubjefts  ;  for  thefc 

vrill  often  fliew  themfelves  to  them  in  public,  and  even  admit 

them  into  their  prefence;  but  this  is  never  done  >¥ithout  the 

greateft  folemnity ;  and  thofe  who  are  thus  far  honoured, 

are  obliged  to  fall  proflrate'on  the  ground  before  him,  aad 

kifs  the  ground  as  they  approach  his  perfbn.     Something  like 

it  they  obfeiTe  even  in  his  abfence,  infomuch,  that  they  never 

hear  his  name  mentioned  without  bowing  their  bodies  very 

low,  and  touching  the  ground  with  their  hand.     As  for  aU 

the  other  marks  of  their  boafted  grandeur  and  magnificence, 

it  chiefly  confifts  in  the  retinue  that  conftatitly  attends  their 

court,  or  rather  their  camp,  for  we  have  already  oftferved 

that  they  chiefly  live  in  tents.     In  thefe  one  may  indeed  fee 

fomething  of  imperial  pomp  and  flate,  though  vafUy  fhorC 

of  that  of  the  Chinefey  and  other  monarchs,  in  their  progrefs 

fliir  re^   from  place  to  place  ^     They  are  not  only  accc^npanied  by 

timu*         their  own  houihold  and  guards,  which  make  up  a  numetous 

ihew,  but  by  all  the  grandees  and  officers  of  the  empire, 

which  otft-vie  one-another,  not  only  in  the  largcnefs  and 

fplendidnefs  of  their  retinue,  but  in  therichnefs  of  their  drefs, 

and   the  fumptuoufnefs  of  their  pavilions;    fo  that  their 

.     camp  always  takes  up  a  large  fpace  of  ground,  and  makes  a 

very  magnificent  (hew  ;  to  whilch  the  regular  difpofitiba  of 

the  flreets,  and  great  variety  of  tents,  ftreamers,  ,and  other 

ornaments,  and  efpecially  the  many  lights  and  fires  at  night. 

Camp  looh  contribute  not  a  little ;  fo  that  the  whole  appears  like  a  vaft 

£ke  a  njaji  open,  and  regular  city,  in  whofe  center,  or  on  fome  eminent 

regular      part  of  which,  is  difplayed  the  imperial  pavilion,  outvying 

^>X-  all  the  refV,  in  height,  bulk,  and  richnefs.    Next  to  it,  are  thofe 

of  the  empreflfes  and  royal  flimily,  and  then  thofe  of  the  lords 

and  ladies  of  his  court,  all  appearing  with  a  proportionable, 

though  inferior  luftre.   To  thefe,  we  may  add  thofe  {lately 

Jtichfa-    large  ones  which  ferve  them  inftead  of  churches,    upon 

'viliotis.      which  they  likewife  beftow  no  fmall  coft,  to  adorn  and  enrich 

^^omeferfvi  them  both  within  and  without.     As  to  the  refl  of  this  impe- 

J^  rial  camp,  we  muft  expedl  nothing  extraordinary  in  it,  except 

iburcb^s,    jjg  y^  extent,  and  the  good  order  that  is  commonly  kept  in 

it,  together  with  its  market-places,  courts  of  judicature,  and 

other  tribunals  of  juftice,  and  the  places  where  the  young  , 

nobility  perform  variety  of  exercifes  on  horfeback,  which 

■     afford  ILkewife  a  delightful  fight.    All  the  reft  appears  only  a 

huge  variety  of  long  extenfive  lanes,  made  up  on  all  Tides 

either  of  mean  ordinary  tents,  orlowmiferablehuts  of  laths. 


*  See  before,  vol.  viii.  p.  157,  &  fe^. 
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and  clay,  covered  with  ftraw,  which  ferve  for  his  guards, 
foldicry,  and  a  prodigious  multitude  of  futtlers  and  other  at- 
tendance ^ 

When  the  emperor  removes  this  his  camp,  or,  as  it  may  be 
properly  ftiled,  his  metropolis,  which  is  done  oftener  or  fel- 
domer,  according  to  his  pleafure,  or  the  condition  the  empire 
is  in  (D),  (fome  princes  ha^ng  changed  places  in  two,  threSe, 
or  more  years,  others  but  once  in  fix  or  feven,  or  even  as  far 
as  ten  years)  their  chief  care  is  to  chufe  a  moft  convenient 
fpadous  fpot,  well  furnifhed  with  water,  and  efpecially  with 
wood,  becaufe  when  that  begins  to  fail  them,  they  are 
nbb'ged  toreipove  ;  and  it  is  fcarcely  conceivable  whathavock 
they  make  of  it,  for  wantpf  obferving  a  due  order  in  felling 
of  it;  fo  that  vaft  forefts,  mountains,  and  vallies,  are  fre- 
quently laid  bare  in  a  little  time  ;  infomuch,  that  whenever 
tills  huge  unweildy  incampment  removes,  there  is   then  no 

^  Tellez,    Almeyda,   Lobo,    Poncbt,   Lvdolfh,  Dam. 
Go£z,  &  al.  plur. 
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Manner  of 
removing 
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Vaft  ha-  . 
vock  made 


(D)  Thefe  removes  are  chiefly 
<K:cafioned  either  thioagh  the 
want  of  wood  and  other  pro- 
vifions,  or  Ixy  the  different  wars 
wiiich  thofe  princes  have  in 
iund,  f^xnetimes  with  one  ene- 
my, ibmetimes  with  another, 
they  being  in  a  great  meafure 
farrounded  by  them  on  every 
fide.  During  fome  part  of  the 
time  of  the  miffionaries  reii- 
^oce  in  thofe  parts,  the  em- 
peror had  his  camp  at  a  place 
^ed  Dencasy  where  it  conti- 
luied  ten  whole  years ;  but  be* 
fore  that,  he  had  five  or  fix 
other  places,  in  which  he  had 
tarried  only  one,  two,  or  three 
years.  The  emperors  have 
ukewife  a  place  for  their  winter 
Quarters,  where  they  retire  with 
dicir  wives  and  houihi.ld,  as  it 
were  from  bufmefs,  efpecially 
b  time  of  war,  and  return  to 
the  camp  with  the  return  of  the 
Spring  (9)- 


Thc  imperial  army,  as  we 
fhall  fee  by -and  by,  is  fuppHed 
with  pre  vifions,  in  their  march, 
by  the  country  people  through 
whom  they  pafs  ;  but  if  it  ftayt 
any  time  in  one  place,  the  em- 
peror, or,  in  his  abfence,  hit 
head  general,  have  no  other 
way  to  fubiiilthem,  than  by  af« 
(igning  certain  towns  to  them  ; 
in  virtue  of  which,  they  not 
only  ftiip  the  poor  people  of 
their  proviHons,  but  carry  off 
all  that  they  can  lay  their  hands 
on;  by  which  means,  whole 
cantons,  and  fometimes  pro* 
viQces,  are  quite  ruined,  and 
almod  depopulated ;  the  poorer 
fcrt  being  forced  to  abandon 
their  dwellings,  and  either  to 
go  and  fettle  in  fome  more  di- 
Sant  ones,  or,  which  is  often 
the  cafe,  to  turn  vagabonds, 
and  live  upon  the  hofpitality  of 
the  people  ( I  o). 


I9)  Telleai,  Jltreyid,  ptho^  Ludolfh,  Dam,  dt  Gms,  Codign,  &  ok 
(loj  U.ikii.  Seei^/org,  ^.  90,  &aUftf. 
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Ho^tbe    more  to  be  feen  for  a  long  while  after,  but  the  iderc  naked 

emperor      ground ;  and  it  is  looked  upon  amongft  them  as  a  great,  if  nsl 

marckfs.     an  incredible  wonder,  that  fuch  great  cities  a$  are  in  other 

parts  of  the  world  fhoukl  be  able  to  fubM  fo  long  a  time  i^ 

one  place,  without  being  in  extreme  want  of  wood.    The 

emperor  in  his  march,  whether  ih  time  of  peace  or  w^,  h 

always  attended  by  his  azaques  aud  chief  miniffers :  he  ap* 

pears  with  a  crowd  on  his  head,  which  is  made  up  oS  jvecct 

of  gold  and  filver,  embelliftied  with  fome  fea  pearl ;  foroth«r 

kinds  of  jewels  were  never  fo  much  as  feen  mAbiffiniaj  if  ve 

may  befieve  abbot  Gregory j  and  the  generality  of  Por/tt^«^ 

miiConaries ;  though  Poncet,  on  the  contrary,  defcribes  the 

emprefs  as  covered  all  over  with  jewels,  when  he  had  the 

honour  to  be  admitted  to  her  prdence*.    He  alfo  wears*' 

kind  of  cap,  or  hat,  made  after  the  Indian  manner,  and  com» 

monly  brought  from  thence.     It  was  likewife  the  cuilo^i 

formerly,  for  thefe  princes  to  be  furrounded  with  a  fet  (» 

Indian  curtains,  to  keep  them  from  public  view ;  but  that 

having  been  long    ago  fet   a-Gde,     fhey  will    now    fr»» 

quentJy  leave  their  mule,  and   fhew  themTelves  on  a  ftateff . 

I  prancing  horfe.     Some  time  before  they  begin  their  march, 

proper  officers  are  fent  all  the  way  before,  to  the  governors 4f 

^. ;  every  province  and  place  where  they  are  to  pafs,  with  ordea^ 

^Jw  fup'    °^^  ^^^y  ^^  pi*ovJde  them  and  the  whole  army  with  all  neh 

-^/,>^  .j^;//^  ceffaries,  but  likev^ife  to  clear  and  repair  the  roads,  »i} 

frcnfi/ons,  efpecially  to  clear  the  woods,  through  which  their  way  Edf, 

of  all  fuperfluous  branches,  briars,  and  every  thing  dfe  tfeft 

may  retard  their  march ;  though  they  can  travel  but  flo^l^ 

and  by  ihort  journies,  by  reafon  of  the  multitudes  of  womea^ 

children,  cattle,  and  other  luggage  that  commonly  folfov? 

them.     Thefe  orders  feldom  fail  of  being  executed  wiA  tte; 

»  ^^^        ilitmoft  eXaftnefs  by  the  country-people,  becaufe,  upon  tke 

country      ^^^  deficiency,  they  are  fure  to  be  feverely  fined;    an^ 

people.       "^h^h  15  ftill  worfe,  are  frequently  undefefi^edly  fo,  tlxroiil^ 

the  knavery  of  the  overfcers ;  fo  that  otf  the  time  apjpotn^j 

they  all  punAually  come  with  their  quotas  of  cowsi,  cortL 

beer,  hydrbmel,  i;c.  all  which  are  afterwal^ds  diflributed 

with  the  fame  exaftnefs  among  the  feveral  ranks  and  drderl 

of  the  army  ;  it  being  a  {landing  law,  throughout  the  Whole 

empire,  that  every  diftrift  and  canton,  thro'  which  the  emperor 

or  his  army  are  to  pafij,  fliall  find  them  in  all  thofe  neceflartes^ 

aJwd  make  the  roadsr  fit  for  t{iea^  ^,     Befrdcs  thefe  purveyort 

above-mentioned-,  the  Titmerari-,  or  officer  that  6omman<til 

the  van-guard,  takes  upon  him  the  office  of  quartcr-maifer' 

*^Englilhedit.  p.  53.  «  Id.  ibid. 

general^ 
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i«f«li  and  fisG  his  pike  on  th*  fpot  he  chufes  for  the  !m-  Cdmp  hitm 

pwl  pvilkin;  after  which>  every  one  of  the  reft  knowing  fit<ke4l. 

te  own  rank,  and  the  ground  that  he  is  to  take  up,  they 

^  gocfi  by  their  eye  where  th«r  tents  are  to  be  pitched ; 

w  that  the  whde  encaini»iient  is  completed  in  a  trice,  and 

wjjh  b  ufiial  readinefs  >  and  with  fuch  regularity  and  exaft- 

"«^r  «  well  as  difpald^  that,  not^^^thftanding  their  being  fo 

^«eittly  removed,  y^t  Cfery  one  knows  the  ways  and  paths 

wycll,  that  he  can  go  to  the  tent  of  any  one  with  the  fame 

«ci]ity  that  he  can  to  his  own,  or  as  we  can  find  a  lane,  ftreet, 

•flOif6,iaaftyof  our  cities,  or  moft  populous  towns. 

T»£  caftp  is  divided  intofeven  pariflies,  every  one  of  which 
™  its  head  prieft,  virtth  all  his  deacons  and  inferiors  under 
™i  yho  afliflhim  in  the  inftruftion  of  youth,  in  performing 
«  divine  fervice,  and  other  funftions  of  the  prieftly  office.  MetUttif 
•""^^cr  the  enemy  happens  to  be  near,  the  army  is  ordfered  marthitig. 
I^ch  dofe,  and  in  the  beft  order ;  the  van-guard  and  rear 
*^g  up  dofe  to  the  main  body.  The  wings  fpread  thenl- 
ttrcsont;  and  the  emperor  keeps  in  the  centre  with  his 
fiards,  great  officers,  ladies,  d'f.  leaving  ftill  a  fiifficicnt  in- 
^  for  inclofing  the  baggage.  At  other  times  they 
^erve  little  or  no  order  in  their  marches,  faving  that 
teis  always  a  number  of  warlike  inftruments,  with  kettfe 
^d  other  drums,  founding  before,  and  a  fet  guard  marching 
*Ottfldhim.  He  always  mounts  and  alights  in  his  tent; 
*4  if  he  hath  occafion  to  alight  by  the  way,  the  guards  im* 
Wktdy  make  a  ring  about  his  perfon,  and  fpread  their 
^  to  keep  him  unfeen  ;  and  if  it  is  with  a  defign  to  take 
U^i  a  conch,  which  is  comimonly  carried  near  at  hand  fdr 
«atpurpofe,  is  brought  to  him,  on  which  he  lies  on  cufhions 
coveted  with  carpets  of  the  findft  filks,  We  omit  fome  other 
^us,  though  lefs  majterial,  inftances  of  the  power  and> 
l^ur  of  the  Ahijfinuui  monarchs^  which  ibme  writers 
7^  9vea  us  an  account  c^  *",  as  we  do  not  find  them  ihen- 
^«ibythe  principal  authors  we  have  hitherto  followed, 
^OQme  therefore  to  fome  more  important  ones, 

^£  hare  already  hint^,  that  the  Abiffinian  crown  is  altd-  Crvwn  ht^ 
f^cr  h^cditary,  and  muft  be  prefefved  in  the  fame  family,  nditary. 
jj^is,  in  the  pofterity  of  MeniUhek,  their  firft  monarch  ; 
fctthefuceeiSon  to  it  is  liot  fo  abfolutdy  tied  to  the  primo- 
pDUore,  but  an  emperor,  if  he  pleafes,  may  fet  afide  his 
^lAfon,  or  any  other  of  theia,  for  th^  fake  of  a  younger, 
•'•Mihftfevours  more,  or  thinks  more  worthy  of  it.     This 

/Dam.  GoE<  Mores  AbiiSo.  paff.     Ill«sc.  Pontif.  Hift. 
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often  proved  the  caufe  of  much  jealoufy  and  mifunderftantf- 

ing  between  the  young  princes,  and  fometimes  of  long  aiid 

Ttnmg        cruel  wars  between  them  ;  and  in  all  probability  gave  bir^ 

frincescon-  to  that  fevere  cuftom,  held  in  this  empire,  of  confining  iSi 

fnedin  a   th^  princes  of  the  blood  to  the  fortrefs  or  rock  called  Ambd" 

fortrefs.     guexeriy  lately  defcribed.     The  occafion  of  it,  as  well  as  that 

of  its  being  siterwards  abrogated,  appearing  more  fingular 

than  clear,  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  margin  (£)•    But^  what* 

ever 


(E)  This  rigorous  cuftom,  we 
are  told,  was  fioc  introduced 
till  the  year  1260,  when  the 
then  emperor  Iqubnu,  or  Icon- 
Jmlacus^  having  bequeathed  the 
empire  between  his  five  (fome 
fay  nine)  fons,   with  a  reftric- 
tion,  that  they  iliould  reign  al* 
-  ternately,  every  one  his  year, 
^  according  to  their  feniority ;  the 
^youngeft  of  them,  named  F/w- 
Hecanty  not  having  patience  to 
ilay  till  his  turn  came,  and  be- 
ing vexed  to  fee  thofe  of  his 
brethren,    who    had    already 
reigned  in  theirs,  fitting  at  an 
.  upper  table,  whilfl  he  and  the 
reft  were  obliged  to  take  up 
with  a  lower,  and  to  go  and 
.wafh    their  hands  in -another 
room,  becaufe  it  was  thought 
unfeemly  tO;do  fo  before  their 
betters  j  all  thefe,  joined  toge- 
ther,   infpired    the   aJnbitious 
youth  with  a  deiign  to  abolifh 
•that  fhifdng annual  government, 
and  to  gralp  it  all  into  his  own 
bands. 

He  found  it  difficult  to  carry 
on  fuch  a  projed  without  im.- 
parting  it  to  fome  friend  j  and 
that  friend  found  it  no  lef s  dan- 
gerous  to  keep  his  fccret ;  fo 
that,  inftead  of  fucceeding,  he 
fonnd  himfelf  intrapped  in  his 
own  fnare :  for,  as  foon  as  it 
came  near  his  turn  to  mount 
the  throne,    as  he  was  fludy- 


ing  all  proper  meafures  to  fe^ 
cure  all  his  other  brethren 
in  fome  fuch  ftrong  place  as  that 
of Guexen  above-mentioned,  his 
confidant  revealed  the  whble 
fccret  to  the  then  reigning  bro- 
ther ;  who  liked  the  projcft  fo 
well,  that  he  fent  both  the  pro- 
jeftor,  and  all  his  other  bre- 
thren, under  aflrong  guard,  to 
the  JMba-Guexen,  Is  th€  fitteft 
place  for  his  purpofe.  Soon  af« 
tcr  which,  Herodlike^  growing 
jealous  of  his  own  fons,  he  fenC 
them  all  likewife  into  the  fame 
difmal  confinement.  This  h 
the  fubftance  of  what  our  aa* 
thors  tell  us  (11)  gave  rife  to 
this  unnatural  cuflom,  whick' 
continued  i  n  ufe  fomewhat  above 
two  hundred  years. 

As  to  the  occafion  of  its  be- 
ing afterwards  abrogated,  it  wai 
as  follows :  Nahod,  the  prince 
then  on  the  throne,  and  the  fa- 
ther of  Onak  Segued^  the  laft 
prince  of  that  country  who  came 
out  of  that  dreadful  confine- 
ment, had  a  fon  about  eight  or 
nine  years  old,  of  whom  he  wa» 
exceedingly  fond.  A  counfel- 
lor,  who  came  to  court  one  day* 
feeing  him  Handing  by  bis  fa- 
ther's fide,  could  not  forbear  tak- 
ing notice  to  the  emperor,  bow 
big  bis  fon  nvas  grtywn ;  where- 
upon the  young  prince,  who 
had  a  ready  apprehenfion  above 


j[iz)  7elkZf  Almeyda^  Loho^Ponct,  ludolpb^  &  aL  fuf^dtti* 


Ul 


4*  the  MHijp^i  ^/AhUlaxik.  iij 

f  pve  rife  to  it,  fure  it  is,  that  the  fucceilbr  to  the  crovtt 

^alvays  fetched  frpm  thence  while  that  cuftom  laftcd,  in 

«f  to  be  inverted  with  the  regalia  of  that  empire.     Till 

[^>  they  were  kept,  with  the  reft  of  thofe  unfortunate 

ii  under  fuch  a  very  ftrift  guard,   that  no  creature 

PP^mitted  to  come  near  them ;  nor  could  any  meflage 

Jwtcr  be  conveyed  to  them,  till  it  had  undergone,  the  exa- 

*tion  of  their  gaolers,  whofe  bulinefs  it  was  to  keep  them 

r  the  ftriAert  and  fevereft  difcipline ;  infomuch  that  they 

» not  allow  them  to  wear  any  better  clothes  than  thofe 

i  ones,  wkich  were  theufual  garb  of  the  common  peo^* 

'  'di  a  more  diftingui(hed  drels  fhould  infpire  them  with 

tts  thoughts*. 

JfE  have  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this  related  by  father-^  haatlt 

^1  vrfaich  is  as  follows  :  One  of  thefe  guards  or  gaolers,  injimfe  i/ 

^  ^  naturally  very  rigid,  obferving  that  one  of  thofe**' l^-^^** 

^  princes  was  better  clothed  than  the  reft,  and  was  more 

eand  careful  in  his  drefs,  not  only  fcvcrely  reprimanded 

^  for  it,  but  tore  it  ofF  his  back ;  and  threatened  him^ 

\  if  erf r  he  caught  him  again  in  fuch  finery,  he  would 

ide  him  a  drefs  that  would  not  pleafe   him«    Some 

^^er,  this  prince  was  raifed  to  the  imperial  throne,  and 

~^  that  guard  to  be  brought  before  him ;  who,  coming 

>ia  heart  full  of  the  deepeft  apprehenfion,  caft  himfelf  at 

k  nKt|  and  b^ged  pardon  for  what  he  had  formerly  done 

'~5  fears,  however,  werefoon  turned  into  joy  and 

dc,  when  that  generous  prince,  bidding  him  rife,  pre^ 

i  him  with  a  rich  fuit,  and  a  gold  bracelet  of  great  va^^ 

1  vid  difmifled  him  with  words  to  this  cfftsA :  Tou  did  your 

^^  iecameyou,  and  I  am  highly  pUafed  with  it ;  and^  as 

\kvtffrved  my  father  fo  faithfully  ^  fo  I  doubt  n^yau  wilt 

^  TsLLBZ,  LoBO,  LvDOLPH,  &  al.  ubi  fup* 


hears,  vaa  ftruck  with  terror 

Ititt  ezprcflion  ^  and,  fixing 

[  Veeping  eyes  upon  his  fa- 

^  fad,  itt  a  moving  tone, 

;  am  I  then  grown  irp 

tJM^Guexinr   Which 

itnade  U)  deep  an  imprcft 

i  upon  him,  that  he  imme- 

^)y  itfolvc^  to  abolifli  that 

man  coilom  i  and  not  only 

V  himfelf,  but  oUiged  hit 


connfellors,  and  officers  of  Tii$ 
court,  to  do  the  fame ;  <vix.  that 
no  fon  of  his,  nor  of  any  othef 
emperor,  fliould  thenceforth  be 
ever  confined  to  tttat  pUce  i 
which  oath  hath  been  fo  faidi- 
fuUy  obferved.evQr  fince,  thaC 
fio  prince  of  the  bloodbath  ever  ^ 
been  fent  thither  from  that  time 


iMoD.HisT.  Vol.  XV.  H 


tf&  tttfdfh^  ky  'me  t  Mum  UyhutfQm^chktge  \    This  bev 
liaviotir,  which  Aicfly  tcfided  to  mafee  th^fe  guards  more 
rigid  and  fevert,  plaiirfy  Ihfew»,  that,  however  hard  thart 
totince  might  deeiA  his  cottditAoii  to  be  whUft  undfcrthat  Cru^l 
tdlraint,  yet  he  did  not  think  it  polkk:  or  fafe,  now  he  was 
6ti  the  throne,  td  abate  afiy  thitog  of  that  feverity  and  harfti 
<rhat  cuf-  confinement.    And  We  may  Very  i^^l  qtieftion,  whether  any 
tomfince     thinft  tefs  than  Ae  extrcfitfc  grief  and  tears  cff  fo  tender  a 
4ibrogated\^^^xi%'px\vx.t  as  hfc,  Whom  wc  have  juft  iftentloned  irt  the  Irfl 
note,  c5uld  liave  prevailed  U|ion  thefemperor  NaM  hfe  fa- 
ther to  abolilh  actrftotoof  futh  Idngftanding,  and  which  had 
'been  tUlthen  Ibdked  Hpon  as^oiie  of  the  greateft  fectirlties  to 
the  monarch  upon  the  throne,  againft-  ahy  domeftic  faction. 

or  rebellion:  ■  .         ^  >. 

^tHd  f¥-  ^B  may  a<fd;  Afct  (if  v^hat  f^her  Mvanz  tells  us  of  his 
'^'^^  .  owh  kftowfege  bay  be  credited,  and  ytt  all  his  br<*th<-en  own 
^^'     i  that  he  may  befafely  depended  upon  f6far  *)  this  cuftom  wa^ 

•  not  To  thorotrghly  baniftied  out  of  the  fem-pife  as  TeHez  wou4d 
infinuate,fincehfe,i^/T^^re2,p6fitivelytelfe  us,  that  Z>rtt>irf,  ohe 
of  the  fons  of  that  very  iNr^Aw?,'Kaviiigbeenraifed  to  the 
throne,'  and  defealed  by  his  eWer  bl-other,  was-febt  V«tlb«4iU 

■  his  younger  brethren  to  that  d^teftilcdnflliemenff  $  afod'adds 
^  f^thtri  that  -he  (aw  one  hi  the  ydtth^ilt  of  thfetti;  ^fcd-  had 
^Fcmnd^  means  to  efcape, 'tftkea^  a«d  ielegafed  to 'thtfifettic 
'  place.  '  We  fhall  nJtMie'  iipon  ^s  t6  recoftefle  twaftdh-idfif- 
^  fercrit  ad!duWt§5  bii^only  obferve,  that  it  is  not  -at  ali'Mkrfy, 
Iti  ftrch  a  ftitxtt  comeft  between  faittan!y  young  pridttcefe'fbrUie 
fuccefBon,  'he  th^  tft*dv6d  €6nqueror  bver  the  retft- ftiould 
fcrupie  'the  reviVihg  loch  a  cuftom  fof  hfe  ovin  fecirtty,-  tho" 
'  'feva-  ft)  juftly  ahi  rcafdriably,  and  We  rtiay  add everfo  fot4»!Hi- 
*^  ly,  aboRftied  by  their  fetbei',  and  ^4  the  ndbles  of  hi*  em- 
pire °*.  -  . 
JP  Uret.       Neither  fhall  we  troiuble  Our  readers  with  thfe  oppofite 
\ks  tfc-    .  account  which  father  Vretta  the  Dominican  hath  given  us  ol 
eount  e^b*  t\x^i  princely  prifon;  who  rather  def<fribes  it  as  an  earthly 
,  >^-        i  paradife,  in  which  thofe  princes  etyoy  every  kind  of  pleafnrc 
and  happinefs,  except  theu*  Ifbetty,  and  are  cdiifcated  ia  a 
flftdlnner  foitable  to  their  bi£th '".    That  author , is  efteeme^  too 
ifabulous  to  be  Credited  againft  the  confentient  teftimony.  ol 

•  fo  many  miffidnai-ks,  whom  he  point-blank  coatr^difts  noi 
-  only  in  this,  bfut  in  moft  other  parts  of^  his  hiftory,.rwhich  h 
''-'  fot  that  rcafob  gdicrally  looked  upon  as  fabulous,  and  *>j 

k  Tellbz,  Lobo,  LuDOLPrt,  5raL  fiip^citat.'  '    '  S«c 

before,  p.  06,  &  fcq.  *'  lid.  ib.     Vfd.  Ludolph,  ubi  fup, 

lib.  ii.  c,-8    S.  35;  ^feq-  •  «i*-  ^  Ethioj^vi. 

%^  '  •  •         •  them 


.   them  reprefented  as  a  heap  of  romantic  forgeries  ^i  yef  is  he 

•  J»t  the  ooly  one  who  coBtradiAs  thofe  fiithers  in  maiiy  mate- 

[  rial  points  (F) ;  dnd  it  wili  perhaps  remain  a  doubt,  on  whom 

^  vemaymc^faiblyrelyy  tiU  a  frefli  acoefs  to  thefc  ddminions 

!   fe  Opened  again  to  the  Europeans.'    However,  with  refpcft  to 

the  nature  of  this  manner  of  confining  thefe  young  princes^ 

WWonlybcgleaveto  oMerve,  that  the  delightful dcfcrip- 

&n  which  Kr^/M  gives  us  of  it  being  the  molt  natural,  and 

D]r  for  more  for  the  honour  of  xhtAbiffinian  monarchs,  than 

t&  difinal  and  melancholy  one  of  Jbneyda  and  his  brethren^ 

itjs  fcarcelf  CTedible  that  fo  zealous  a  fubje^  as  the  abbot 

(jrtgory  would  have  confirmed  the  latter/  had  he  not  been 

(lobTinced  that  it  was  the  moft  agreeable  to  truth.  '       ' 

The  manner  in  which  any  of  thefe  young  princes  was  Cgrimonf 
hoQght  out  of  that  wretched  abode,  to  afcend  the  tlirone^  o/coroiM*^ 
|.  %  as  follows;  which,  by  the  way.  Was  not  done  till  aftfer  //m  ; 
i^ileconfultation,  and  a  m-ift  inquiry  into  the  charafter  of 
ifte  happy  perfon.  If  the  emperor,  indeed,  did  decjare  him 
^yog  his  life,  there  was  then  no  debate  or  bppofition ;  but 
,lf  he  had  not  done  it;*  the  nobka  and  officers  of  the  army 
ifd  a  light  to  chufe  him  whom  they  thought  niott  worthy,  of 
:,tbe  cr6wii.  As  foon  as  they  had  agjreed'ppon  a  fucceflbr,  the 
fttoy  of  Tigre  went  at  the  head  of  fome  forces,  and  in- 
fianped  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  whetice^  with  a  proper 
ijtdnue  of  grandees  and  officers,  he  went  up  to  the  top ;  and^ 
licfltcrmg  the  hut  or  cell  of  the  prince  eleS,  he,  with  me  ufual 
fbrmalltyi  £xed  the  B^lul  or  imperial  ear-ring  to  his  ear, 
[Vfkii  was  the  token  of  his  deftion ;  immediately  after  whigh^ 
.'fte  other  young  frinces  were  fent  for,  to  cojne  and  pay  their 
.Mage  fo,  and  congrattilaie  him,  oil  his  happyacceffion  to 
[.the  crown,  'fhe  reader  will  eafily  cbnceSv^  with  what  a 
'  leavy,  not  to  fay  envious,  heart  they  paid  him  that  compli- 
tot,  and  took  their  final  farewel  of  him- 

^  THEVtNot,  LvDbt^Hf^thtizi  Ar  al. 

,  (F)  The  reader  may  fee,  in  tel  of  the  -etoprefs,  wh(jm  he 

Vt'cular,  Pencet's  defcription  r^prefchts  sift  cbrttcd  all  owl* 

offoffle  of  the  royal  j^alaces^  with  jewels  (13};    and  many 

.  ^(pecialiy  of  the  great  ctty  of  more  of  ^  Ukir  kirid,  all  which 

^ier^  its  raft  coocourfe  of  are  quite  contrary  to  the  ac-« 

Krchaifts,  and  affluence  >  de-^  count  of  the  miffipnarie s,  apd 

Option Qjf  its  houfesychurchesi  Mt.  l^uJoJfF^Gregoryd 

«id  other  buildings ;  the  appa- 

^  (13)  Sit  Pmet,  engli/b,  p,  S3>  &f*f*  , 

i^         H  %  As 
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As  foon  as  the  new  emperor  was  come  down,  the  govern- 
ors, and  other  officers,  came  at  the  head  of  the  army  to  meet 
him;  and^  as  food  as  they  approached  him,  they  all  alighted 
.  together  and  faluted  him ;  and  upon  his  giving  them  the 
fignal,  they  ail  mounted  again,   and  taking  him  into  their 
'  center,  conduced  him  to  the  Deiatia,  or  imperial  jpavilioo, 
.  with  loud  acclamations  of  joy,  heightened  by  the  founds  of 
.  the  ti/umpets,  kettle-drums,  and  other  mu'fical  inflrtiments. 
Here  he  alone  alighted  within,  whilft  all  the  reft  did  the  fame 
^^^^'„^.  without  the  Debana,  and  was  foon  after  folemnly  anointed  by 
inr,  a  proper  prelate,  called  the  Saraje  Macare,  whilft  the  reft  of 

of  his  clergy  accompanied  the  ceremony  with  pfalms  and 
hymns  fuitable  to  the  occafiou  p.     Prefently  after  that  cere- 
mony, he  was  invefled  with  the  imperial  robes,  and  the 
'  crown  wasi  fet  upon  his  head,  which,  as  we  lately  hinted, 
was  made  of  feveral  pieces  of  gold  and  filver,  (haped  like 
,  lilies,  or  flower*de-luce*s,  intermixed  with  peari  fe«ls,  aw 
fixed  on  a  kind  of  hat  or  cap,  of  blue  velvet;  on  the  top  of 
which  was  a  crofs  of  the  fam^  metal :  the  fword  of  (late  wa$ 
drawn  and  put  into  his  hand,  and  he  being  feated  on  the 
ahrone,  a  herald  (or  as  father  Tellez  fliles  him,  the  Ker  Ace% 
Other  ce-  or  head  chaplain)  immediately  proclaimed   him  emperor,  Ul 

nemonies  o,n  i^^otds  to,  this  import ;.  W?  ^rtvtf  caufed -to  reign; 

their  coro-  whofc  words  Were  on  a  fudden  anfwered  by  the  loud  acch- 
matton,    '  jnations  of  the  whole  ailembly  and -army,  who  came  to  pay 
honiage  to  him, 

Th£  fceptre,  or  an  equivalent  to  it,  is  unknown  amondl 

,  them,  though  it  bears  fuch  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the 

regal  power  and  dignity  in  the  facred  books  of  the  Old  Tefia* 

ment"^.     Some, have  indeed  fancied,  that  the  crofs  which 

they  liold  in  their  hand,  was  ufed  by  them  inflead  of  it ;  btti 

that  is  a  miftake,  and  this  lall  is  carried  by  all  the  clergy  in 

general,  in  token  of  their  facred  funftion,  the  emperor  beitlg 

obliged  to.  be  ordained  prieft  or  deacon  before  he  can  b« 

crowned,  as  we  fhall  ihew  in  the  fequel.     A  kind  of  ritual, 

which  we  fuppofe  contains  the  whole  duty  of  a   good  fove 

\  rdgn,  is  iiext  read  and  explained  before  him,  either  by  th< 

saetropolitan  that  anoints  him,  orbyfomeofhisfubAitutes 

.  "but  whether  the  prince  promifes,  or  fwears  to  the  obferva 

*  'tion  of  it  or  not,  we  Are  not  told.     From  thence  the  new 

"  monarch  goes  and  allifts  at  the  diWne  ferrice,  and  recdve; 

the  holy  oomraunion  ;  and  is  afterwards  accompanied  by  hi 

'<ourt  and  army  to  the  royal  tept,  through  the  joyful  accia 

-     ^     9   TfiLLKZ,   AtMEYDA,   toBO,   LuDOLPH,  &  feq.  '   Vld 

int.  nL  Gen.  xlix.  ^o^Pf.  ex.  2.  it.  alib«  plur« 

xniition 
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I  ntiioM  of  the  people,  and  with  the  found  of  the  tnunpets, 
fiberkettle  drums»  and  variety  of  other  mufical  Inftruments'; 
and  the  whole  folemnity  dofed  with  feaftings,    and  other 
tokens  of  joy ',    We  have  omitted  the  whunficai  ceremony 
dattting  the  cord^  which  is  peculiar  to  this  country,  and  is  Thai  of 
to  precede  the  coronation,  but  which  being  bebw  the  gran-  cuiting  tin 
deorof  fuch  a  fokmnity,  we  fhall  give  it  our  readers  in  the  <ord. 
nagm  (G). 

The  , 

'TcLtis,  Almeyda^  LuDotPH,  &  al.  fup.citat. 


(G)  This  ceremony  is  per- 
lon^  in  the  old  ruinated  city 

ifinMt/ormerlj  defcribedC  1 4), 
(kbeuig  ftill  the  place  where 
d  the  MijUiman  monarchs  are 
cnwned.  The  fame  authors 
kve  added  fome  other  circum- 
faocesto  it,  which,  thoaghla- 
dicroas,  and  beneath  the  dig- 
nqr  of  a  coronation,  yet,  thro* 
joogftaQding,  received  as  an 
nevDcable  fandlibn ;  and  there 
SS  few  nations  that  have  not 
iJopted  fomething,  at  leaft  as 
whimfical  and  trifling  as  this 
^  are  going  to  fpeak  of,  in 
ttwgrandefk  folcmnities ;  wit- 
ttf&tbe  champion's  office  at  the 
coronation  of  oar  monarchs. 
There  is  an  ancient  (lone,  all 
<ver  carved  with  unknown  cha- 
nfiers,^  (landing  at  about  the 
Umt  of  two  DOw*fhots  from 
Cathedral  ^iAxum^  at  which 
Ae  emperor  ek£i  is  obliged,  as 
)ie  goes  thither,  to  alight,  and 
porm  the  cetemony  called 


times  towards  the  filk  line,  and  is 
afked  by  the  maidens  who  hold 
it.  Who  he  is  ?  to  whom  be  an- 
fwers,  lam  king  ofUrz/di  and 
they  reply,  Then  an  you  not  our 
kirtg ;  and  he  draws  back.     Bat 
being  aiked  the  fame  qneftion  at 
his  third  approach,  and  anfwer* 
ing,  I  am  king  ofSion,  he  draws 
his  (word,  and  cuts  the  cord  with 
it;  upon  which,  chey  joyfully 
cry,   then  are  you  truly  our. 
kin^,  the  king  of  Sion ;  upon 
which  the  air  is  imm^ately 
filled  with  the  loudeft  acclama'* 
tions  of  joy,  with  the  firing  of 
the  army's  fmall  arms,  and  the 
found  of  variety  of  warlike,  and 
other  inflruments.      The  cord 
being  cut,  the  abuna,  or  me- 
tropolitan, and  his  clergy,  who 
flood  at  fome  fmall   diflance 
frbm  it,  and  come  on  purpofe 
from  Dtmbea  to  perform  the  ce- 
remony >march  forwards  towards 
him,  and  introduce  him  into 
the  outward  court  of  thechurchy 
'touting  of  the  tord^  which  is    With  proper  pfalms  or  canticles, 
|(Dinmonly  a  filk  line,  or  rib*'   in  their  own  toneue  ;  where  be- 
ing crowned  and  anointed,  he 
is  thence  cohdu£led  into   the 
church  to  hear  the  divine  fer« 
vice,    lie      Thus    far  father 
TeUe%9  and  his  brethren   (15), 
concerning  the  coronation    of 
the  Ahijfinian  monarchs. 


ko,  which  the  spaidens  of  Ax^ 
isbold  acrofs  his  way.  The 
jiace,  before  his  coming,  is 
Ipread  over  with  rich  carpets ; 
iulthofeof  his  retinue  that  go 
Wore,opentheway  to  him  thro' 
dtecroods  on  both  fide$  ;  and  he 
king  alighted,  marches  three 


H  J 
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^^if^  ir^M^^     The  next  grand  ceremony  'relatiiig  to  the  Miffinian  mo- 
tlurali^ofjaxchs^  is  their  nuptialsy  siad  the  maniier  of  marry ing,  and  ' 
nvi'ves  of  d[cdarmg  their  empreiles,    W^  hav?  already  ohfisrved,  thkt 
^ffertnt    ^^ey  aiiow  themfcivcs  the  liberty  of  having  a  plurality  of 
f^li^ws^    them,  like  their  andcnt  progenitor  Solomon  king  of  the  /ra; j  -•  9 
and  they  not  only  imitate  him  in  diat,  but  iikevrife  m  taking 
thofe  of  dilTerent  religions,  whether  Gentiles  or  Mohamfnet 
'    dam  ;  andfome  of  them  have  carried  this  licence  fo  far,   as^. 
like  that  Jewijb  monarch,  to  allow  their  heathen  wives  to 
have  their  own  tetoplps  and  idols  ;  fo  that  one  might  fee  on 
N  one  fide,  the  church  of  God,  and  on  the  other,  a  Pagan  tem- 

ple, a5  it  was  the  cafe  in  Si|}tan  Segueits  reign ;  tho*  others 
indeed  had  (o  much  regard  to  religion,  as  to  caufe  thofe  Pa* 
Cbufethem^^y^f  pr  Afohammtdan  princefles,  to  be  inftrufted  and  bap* 
from  tized  in  it  before  they  married  them.  The  generality  <rf' 
fimong  them,  hqwevcr,  chufe  to  marry  the  daughters  ot  noble  faxnl*' 
fheir  fub*  lies,  of  which  there  are  abundance  in  fome  of  their  chief  pro- 
/^<?^         yinc^es  ^ad  l^ingdoms,  efpecially  in  tlis^tof  Ti^g^r^ ;  yA^  tom^ 

•  Sc^  befqre,  p.  107. 


In  that  at  which  farther  Pays 
l^as  pr^fent,  of  the  emperor  Se- 
9uedt  on  Sunday,  March  23, 
1609,  the  iiDperiaji  army  that 
accompanied  him  to  that  fo- 
iemnicy,  confilled  of  25,000 
men  and  1 500  horfe,  all  dreffed 
in  their  bcft  accoutrements. 
The  emperor,  together  with 
the  grandees  of  his  court,  ap. 
peared  richly  clad  and  mount- 
Id,  at^d  their  horfes  in  mpft 
fumptuous  furniture.  The  mo- 
narch had  on  him  a  cofUy  veil 
of  crimfon  damafk,  and  over  ic 
a  furkijh  robe  of  rich  brocade  j 
which,  like  the  ancient  Roman 

Sowns,  had  narrow,  but  long 
^^veS|  hanging  dowh  tp  the 
ground :  the  veil,  as  well  ad 
robe,  would  have  done  the  f^me, 
had  it  been  let  loofe ;  but  the 
former  was  girt  with  a  broad 
girdle,  all  of  pieces  of  gold, 


curioufly  wrought:  a  thicl^ 
golden  chain  went  feveral  time^ 
round  his  tieck,  whence  hang* 
ing  down  on  his  breaft,  and  tS^ 
ends  falling  very  low  be- 
hind, ^ave  him  a  grand  oia^* 
leftic  air,  as  he  was  himfelf  4 
handfome  man  (16). 

Father  Uretta,  in  his  Ufa- 
al  way,  adds  many  othef 
pompous  circurollances  at* 
tending  this  coronation  cere- 
mony j  which,  if  true,  woul4 
greatly  add  tothegrandeuv  azu^ 
magnificence  of  it^(i7)  :  but 
being  rejefted  by'TelUx,  an4 
the  red  of  his  fociety,  as  (dliona 
and  fables,  or  at  beii,  as  de« 
yifed  by  a  fertile  hn^n,  t^ 
fhew  how  fuch  a  grand  cere- 
mony might  be  performed  with 
a  more  Citable  fplendor  ( i  gj[^ 
we  (hall  not  trouble  pur  readers 
^ith  them  (15). 


^^16;  Jefuits  Travels,  /.  ifi.  f.  13.  (ij)  Biflor.  dt  Etbitp. 

t(  ^^Avei^  I*  U  i*  «^»  vu/.  ^  Lf  Grand  DiffertAU  J(i>, 
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|»f  thcxa^  W^  a  greater  reg^d  to  the  natural  endowments 
^the  miiiudy  or  the  beauty  of' the  perfon,  than  to  the  nobl^- 
^;  of  ^b^  C3i^traA,  which  they  thought  added  nothing  to 
'  oyux  grandeur,  chiefly  choie  them  for  the  former;  they 
J  thought  foffidently  ennobled,  by  being  preferred  to  the 
Rp^l)ed'« 

Aii  iboat  therefore,  as  the  mpuarch  has  pitched  upon  ^njcirmony 
9ung  lady  for  his  wife,  fixe  is  brought  away  from  her  ^^-rftbdr 
~^~    and  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  fome  of  his  relations,  ianuptialf, 
to  come  to  a  better  fcnowlege  of  her  good  qualities.  ^ 
;  IS  ffit&sfied  with  her  in  that  point,  he  takes  her  with  him 
^luxb  on  a  Sunday y  where  having  aiEiled  at  the  divine 
and  received  the  Holy  Communion,  they  are  led  back 
imperial  pavilion,  attended  by  the  whole  court,  in 
'  richeil  attire ;  there  the  abuna,  or  chief  prelate,  com- 
Jy  performs  the  matrimooiaJ  ceremony;  which  ended,' 
r emperor,,  as  is  ufual  at  all  other  times,  dines  by  himfelf 
'  lis  own  apartment,  and  ihe  in  hers,  in  company  with  a 
iber  of  other  ladies.*    The  nobles,  clergymen,  and  dep- 
>  (H),  are  llke^wfe  fumptuoufly  treated  at  "other  tables 
tents,  with  variety  rf meats  and  liquors;  and  the  feaft/V4j/?/«g- 
iierally  does  not  conclude  among  the  maleguefts^  xxM^andcarour 
plenty  of  liquors,  which  had  been  prepared  for  them,  htfing. 
te  drank  out :  after  which,  every  one  lays  himfelf  down 
the  next  convenient  place  that  comes  tn  his  way,  and  fleepa 
>at  till  |he  next  morning ;  a  cuftom  obferved,  not  only  at 
[e  roysd  weddings,  but  in  moft  others  of  their  feaftings  } 
in  fach  royal  ones  as  thefe,  care  is  taken,  that  there  be  a 
Qtifiil  fupply  of  thofe  liquors  lodged  before-hand  in  fome 
ivenient  part  of  the  pavilion,  where  the  guefts  may  come 
as  they  plcafe  to  repleniih  their  cups  ". , 


'  Till? 
.  ii.  c 


i.FZf  Almeyd A^  Alvarez,  Lob«,  &  a1.  See  I.vdolpk, 
6.  $.  99,  6c  feq.  *  Tellbz^  &al.  fup.  citat. 


)  Tbefe  4eptaras,  ordcp- 

we  are  iold,  are  a  pecu- 

'  CiMt  of  eccleiisftic  chanters, 

fiiigers,    they  have  among 

1  upon  thefe  oecafions;  and 

I  boaft  diemfelves  not  only 

Jewijh  extract,  but  to  be 

^cended    from    the    ancient 

^twfif  fcribes.      Their  office 

a$'Well  as  at  church,  is  to 


iiiig,  and  beat  a  kind  of  a  drum, 
and  to  dance  and  (kip  with  fach 
violent  gefturcs  and  dreadful 
noifes,  that  one  would  imagiRe 
the  ehnrch,  or  place  where  they 
play  their  aptics,  was  coming 
down  about  one^s  ears  \  and  yet 
thefe  men  are  in  ereat  vogue 
andefteem  among  the  great,  las 
we  diali  fee  elfewhere. 


H4 
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no 
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The  conclufion  of  the  nuptial  feftivity  ended,  the  bride  is 
not  immediately  declared  emprefs(K)»  but  is  kept  fome  daiys^ 
weeks,  or  months,  according  to  the  emperor's  pleafare ;  nor 
is  (he  admitted  to  dwell  with  him  in  the  royal  piivilion,  but 
hath  one  affigned  near,  but  feparated  from  it  by  a  different 
inclofure,  and  comes  from  thence  to  it  when  fent  for.  Oo  ■ 
the  day  fhe  is  to  be  inftalled  Itigue,  or  emprcfs,  flie  appears 
in  his  tent,  feated  on  a  couch  near  the  imperial  throne,  on 
which  his  majefty  fits  likewife,  but  higher  by  one  ftep  ^  and 
both  are  clad  in  the  richeft  apparel,  as  well  as  the  nobles  and 
officers  of  his  court,  who  affift  at  the  folemnity.  Upon  a 
fignal  made>  one  of  his  dignified  chaplains,  who  is  commonly  1R 
prelate,  goes  out  into  the  court,  and  ftanding  on  a  chair, 
or  defk,  proclaims  her  emp«efs  in  thefe  words,  Amj^gafnA 
danguecera  Jhem^  that  is",  We  have  ordained  our  flave  to 
rpign  (L)  J  or,  ^  ludolph^ox^^  it,  the  king  hath  created  hif 

Servant 


(K)This  title  of  Itegue,  which 
is  the  mod  honourable  that  is 

f riven  to  the  emperor's  confort, 
s  v^riouily  rendered  queen, 
emprefs,  and  highnefs.  When 
joined  with  their  proper  name. 
It  is  then  fhortened  into  Ite,  or» 
M  fome  pronpunee  it,  Ethie,  as 
Jce  Miriam^  Yl&Hamelmal^  queen 
ilary^  or  qvLcen  Hameimal  (2o). 
It  is,  however,  to  be  ob- 
fprved,  that  though  (be  be  de- 
clared queen  in  the  inanner  we 
^re  defcribing,  yet  is  fhe  not 
permitted  to  take  the  high  ti- 
^ie  of  It^, ,  or  Itigue,  as 
long  as  the  l^te  emperor's  xqo- 
(her  is  living,  to  whom  alone 
(hat  title  is  given ;  infomach, 
that  not  only  the  wife  of  the 
reiening  emperor,  but  he  him- 
fell,  c^ls  her  mother,  though 
)ie  be  not  her  Ton,  and  pays  her 
the  fame  honour  as  if  (he  had 
l)eenre»Uyfn^h(20, 


(L)  As  harih  as  the  w^ord 
Have  may  found  in  our  ears,  it 
is  in  fuch  common  ufe  amonj^ 
them,  that  even  the  king's  owot 
kindred  and  brethren  have  it 
eiven  to  them ;  fo  that  ivhea 
he  raifes  any  of  them  to  an]p 
dignity,  fuch  as  that  of  viceroy, 
which  is  the  higheft  under  hini» 
their  commiihon  always  runs^ 
We  have  conftitttted  ■■.  .^  oor 
flave,  viceroy,  or  governor, 
ifc.  without  giving  them  tke 
title  of  brother  or  kinfman  :  anil. 
well  may  he  ftile  them  flkves, 
feeing  they  are  all  fuch  to  him» 
from  the  higheft  to  the  lovveft  j 
4nd  their  lands,  fives,  fcfr.  arc 
wholly  at  his  difpofal  (22). 

To  foften,  however,  the 
harihnefs  of  that  word»  th# 
Jbiffinians  fet  a  higher  valoo 
upon  a  flave  of  their  own  cou&i. 
try,  and  will  give  much  more 
mpney  forj^im,  c^tms  fmribm^^ 


(l^y  Z-  ludifffdt^t  /•  *>•  ff  ».  5*  66,  iii.  Jo,  66.    St$  aIJIb  hit  indae  w«d^ 
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Servant  ——  qtteen  ''.    This  is  immediately  aofwered  by  the  ffhen  al^ 
load  echoes  and  acclamations  of  the  by-ftaouders ;  after  which  kwtdtQU 
flic  is  dignified  with  the  ritle  of  Itigue,  or  Ethk,  which  is  cmllidlti- 
eqaivakat  to  ^at  of  lughnefs  with  us.    As  to  the  ceremony  4'f^V^'^ 
of  crowniog,  we  do  not  find  that  it  was  ever  uiJsd  to  any  df  '^    ^* 
than,  unl^s  when  the  imperial  d^ity  was  folely  tnvefted  ia 
them»  elfe  the  emperors  alone  are  hpnoured  with  it. 

We  have  lately  hinted,  that  the  Mijfinian  emperors  are  Emperors 
sa  holy  orders ;  and,  we  are  told,  that  many  of  them  here*  take  My. 
Ksfere  have  been  confecrated  priefts,  and  ufed  to  ofiiciate  as  orders^ 
fiscb,  aiid!^o  confecrate  the  iacred  elements,  and  to  admi- 
oifter  them  to  the  people ;  but  with  this  reftriftion,  how* 
'ever,  that  if  they  ever  chanced  to  flied  human  blood,  whe- 
ther it  amounted  to  murder,  or  only  man-flaughter,  they 
vere,  ipjbfa^o,  depived  of  their  priefUy  office,  ^nd  could 
.  never  more  officiate  in  it  *.     Some  of  thefe  authors  ftiil  carry  , 
this  pcMOt  much  higher,  as  the  reader  may  fee  by  one  or  two 
quotations  we  have  fubjdned  in  the  margin  (M),  but  which 

•  ^  LvDOLPH^Lii.c  i.^.  68.  Teliez, I.  i. c.  lo.  *  SeeLs 
GaAKD,  and  the  author^  quoted  by  him,  Diilcrt.  4.  p.  240, 
ftfeq. 

than  for  a  ftraager ;  for  which,  Ethiofta^  offered  a  good  fum  of 

fome  of  their  literati  have  found  money  to  the  herald,  orcrier» 

OQS  this  learned  reafon ;    that  who  was  to  proclaim  his  pro- 

their  emperor  is  called  Prefter  motion,  to  leave  out  that  pdi- 

Jam^  or,  according  to  the  Perfic  ous  title,  and  call  him  only  by 

^mOD^  Chan;  which laft  fig-  his  name:  but  that  was  more 

jiifieswith  them,  a  prince,  or  than  the  officer  dared  to  do  (24). 

Ibvereign;    fo   that    that  title  (M)  The  words,  as  qaoted 

implies  his  being  chan,or  prince,  by  Le  Grande  run  thus.    Etbio^ 

of  the  Preftar,  or  heft,  (laves  ^fia  regis  emmsfuntfacerdotesji* 

(Z3).  turgiam  ctlehrant  fitter  altaria\  et 
fiut  as  little  undervaluing  as^    quamdiu  regnum  oitinent,   nihil 

they  think  the  title  of  flave  it  ftUd^uam  manu  frofria  occiden 

among  them,  it  was  not  fo  ac*  fitlent.  Si  quis  contra  fecerit^amih 

waotcd  by  the  Portugurfi  when  tit  jus    Jiturgi^e   (25).      An- 

'diey  were  there;  one  of  whom,  other      aathor     adds      fome 

Aey  tell  us,    having  obtained  other  particularities,  fuch   as, 

fuat  great  poil  from  the  em*  that  the  kings  pulled  oiF  their 

peror>  and»  as  a  fubjed  of  the  crown  when  they  went  to  offi* 

king    of  Porti^al,   who  calls  elate,  and  fat  bare-headed  all 

diem  all  bis  children,  difdain*  the  time  of  divine  fervice  ;  that 

tag  to  be  ftUed  a  flave  to  that  of  if  they  adminiftered  the  Holy 

(13)  ttido/fih,  A  I.  Cf  t4.  §.  If,  &fef.  .   (24I  T#A»,  /.  1.  e.  lo. 

(S5)  Simn£j^i/t<f.  4fm^a,  «f  •  1$  Gr^nd  OiJftetiJ^i  it  Pr^re  Jean,  p*  240. 

Communioa, 
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to  dsappearof  no  credit.  It  bp]&til»thatiiQcethe€oimog(^ 

*-^,  the  Portuguefip  among  them,  there  have' heea  ooo.e  of  thofe 

Mcf/lfy that monairch% in  higher  orciers  than  deacon's;  apiiYil^»which 

fi/^acen.  it  {eems  is  granted  likewife  to  the  iieUes  aod-great  offiMrs  oC 

the-court,  andwhkh^  for  aught  ve  can  find,  is  coveted  b; 
Thiir  m-  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^*  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^T  ^^^  ^  obliged  ^Q 

tivifrr  it.  remain  with  the  common  laity  in  the  body  of  the  dmrch,  hat 
be  admitted  widiin  the  curtains,  (aa  they  ftile  that  part  of  the 
chapel  which  anfwers,  as  we  conjedure»  to  pur  chaiM^)a»aiig 
the  clergy»  and  receive  the  comqEianioii  with  them.  In  coofe- 
quence  of  this  ordination,  they  are  likewifo  aliowed  to . 
carry  little  croi&s  in  their  hands  when  they  gp  abroad,  aad  U>  , 
give  them  to  the  laity  to  kifs^  as  the  reft  of  the  cbigy  dp ' ; 
which,  by  the  way,  plainly  fliews,  that  that  whkh  the  em* 
perors  carry  in  their  hands,  hath,  no  analogy  to  the  rojfsl 
Iceptre  ufed  among  other  nations.   .This  ord^r  of  the  diaco* 

Beflowed  nate  is  beflowed  upon  the  children,  and  ^n  fucking  ifi£u)t$ 

nfQti  in-     of  great  men,  in  order  tointitle  them  to  the  iame  privikges ; 

fAuts.  by  all  which  one  may  judge,  what  regard  the  Jbifflnians  pay 
to  the  clergy,  and  their  facred  functions  ;  feeing  the  emperor 
hlmfelf,  abfoiute  as  his^  power  is  in  all  otlier  refpeAs,  would 
not  be  admitted  into  the  fanAuary,  or  chancel,  if  he  was 
not  firft  ordained  deacon,  but  muft  fubmit  to  receive  thi' 
communion  at  the  gates  of  it,  with  the  reft  of  the  laity :  an^ 


y  Alvarez,  c.  97. 
c.  7.  §.  30,  &  feq. 


Tbll£z,  I,  i.  c.  10..  LuDOLFH,  l.iii* 


Coovnanion,  they  received  it 
themfelves  after  all  the  reft* 
One  thing  more  he  adds»  thai 
]f  any  of  them  had  killed  any 
thing,  he  loft  all  right  and  title 
to  the  obedience,  or  allegiance, 
ofhisfubjeas(26).  ThcJSi/- 
fimans  likewife  mention  feveral 
of  their  kings  whoexercifed  the 
prieftly  fandlion,  particularly 
their  famed  Caldt  who  did  fp 
during  forty  years.  He  lived, 
according  to  them,  in  the  fixth 
^ntury,  and  waged  a  long 
bloody  war  a^^^inft  Dunawast  a 
^ru;,  then  ki«tg  of  the  Hom^ 


ritis,  and  totally  ruined  hH 
kingdom ;  by  which  pne  would 
conclude,  that  the  liaw  again^ 
their  ihedding  of  blood  was  nol/ 
yet  in  force.    '    .  , 

What  credit  ipay  be  given  to 
thofe  authors,  we  wi<)  not  tak^ 
upon  us  to  fay ;  but  if  thcr^ 
wa£  fuch  a  law  as  abfolved  the 
fubjefts  from  their  allegiance  ta 
a  king  in  prieflly  orders,  wh0 
had  ftied  any  bipod  fince  his  ad' 
nuflioa  into  it,  we  need  nQ* 
wo^ider,  if  they  have  fipce  cod» 
tented  tKemfelvcs  with  the  low<^ 


one  of  deacon  (a;). 


] 
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tbde  are,  as  far  as  we  can  fee,  all  the  orders  fo  much  talked 
about,  rfthis  pretended  Prejier  John  *. 

But  mall  other  refpcfts, except  what  relates  to  church  dif-  7hi  empe- 
a^ty  (to  which  they  ufually  conform)  one  may  affirm,  that  'w-'i  'vaft 
his  authority  Is  boundlefs  over  his  fubjefts.    He  is  the  only  ^*^^' 
fovereign  over  all  the  kingdoms  and  provinces  of  the  empire, 
florhath  any  other  Idng  under  hun  (N).  He  difpofes  of  all  the  Alhws  «# 
lands  throughout  his  dominions,  excepting  in  the  kingdoms  of  kings  un- 
T^e  ismd  pemtea,  where  there  are  fome  noble  and  privileged  ^r  Sim, 
femilies,  whofe  properties  and  dignities  he  never  alienates 
from  die  ancient  polTeflbrs.     Such  are,  in  the  former,  the 
Babrnagaes  and  Xumos^  or  governors  of  Sirave^  Syre^  Dcm- 
fa,  ,4c ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  power  of  the  Cautiba,  which 
DCTBT  departs  from  the  family :  though  even  in  thefe,  the 
flnqwor,  in  one  or  two  years,  more  or  lefs,  as  he  fees  fit, 
lakes  thefe  conimahds  from  the  pofleflbrs,  and  gives  them 
to  fome  other  of  the  fame  family  «.  ' 

It  was  their  cuftom  heretofore,  never  to  appear  in  public ; 
jffid  it  was  feldgjtt  known  that  they  troubled  themfelves  with 
the  afiairs  ofthe  government,  the  care  of  which  they  chiefly 
committed  to  their  two  prime  minifters,  whom  they  called  the 
hhlnded,  or  favourites.  That  cuftom  hath  long  ago  been 
aTwfilhed,  and  they  have  lince  thought  it  more  convenient 
to  fhcw  themfelves  to  their  fubjefts,  at  leafl  three  or  four 
times  a  year  ;  though  none,  even  to  this  day,  is  allowed  to 
fee  them  eat,  except  the  pages  that  feed  them  ^.  Even  the 
cmprefs  herfelf  is  denied  that  privilege,  though  flie  herfelf 
cats  in  company  with  her  ladies ;  and  when  they  give  audi- 
we  tofbreign  ambafladors,  they  always  fit  behind  a  curtain 
out  of  fight.  Inflead  of  a  favourite  minifler,  they  have  His  chief 
(ttatedachiefoffifcer,  whom  they  4adlRalh,  or  principal,  znA  officers  of 
who  is  gaieralif&no.  He  hath  under  him  two  h^  over-  tbeemfire^ 
ieers  over  all  the  reft  ;  the  pnp  ftiled  Bellatinoche  Goyta,  or 
p0ttfd(,  that  1$,  tb^  }ord  of  the  fervants,  who  is  a  kind  of 


*  Id.  ibid.  *  Id  ibid.  >  See  before,  p.  82. 

(N)   Some  have  indeed  af>-  pay  any  tribute  to  htm,  but  only 

tnii«d,  that  thofe  of  Dancaie  acknowkge  '^him  aa  a  powerful 

aod  Giwgir99     the    former   of  neighbour,  who  is  every  way 

whom  is  a  MohaMfuJaMj  and  itiperior  to  them,  and  with  whom 

tWo&er  a  Heathen,  werefub-  they  think  it  their  intereft  to 

jed,  or  tributary,  to  him.    Bnt  live  in  peaceand  friendship  (28). 
they  neither  are  dependent,  nor 

W  TtUtx,  uS.frp,  /.  i.  f.  10,  Luda/pb,  u6.  fuft,  /.  i,  c,  2.  §.  11.  iii.  c.  i  f. 

high- 
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high-ftcward.     This  officer's  power  extends  itfclf,  not  only 
ol^er  all  the  viceroys,  governors,   Xumos,  and  generals   of 
tbc  army,  but  likewifc  over  the  Azagues  and  Umbarcs,  who* 
are  the  civil  judges  of  the  empire.     The  other  is  ftiled   7a* 
kak^  or  Zehafe  Bellatinoche  Goyta^  or  lord  of  the  lefler  fcr 
vants,  and  is  only  a  kind  of  under-fteward.  to  the  kiag's 
houftiold,  which  is  coHimonly  compofed  of  men  of  a  leder 
rank  (O). 
PlaiMoIl      The  misfortune  is,  that  not  only  thefc,  but  all  places  that 
komghtand^xt  under  them,  are  rather  fold  to  the  higheft  bidder,  than 
lon-upud.  given  to  the  fitted  or  worthieft;  and  confequently  nux-e  is 
given  for  them  than  they  are  hoheftly  worth  :  fo  that  to  be 
gainers  by  them,  or  even  to  fave  themf elves,  the  owners  arc 
obliged  to  opprefs  all  that  are  under  them ;  and  thofe  gover- 
nors and  officers,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  become 
rather  the  plunderers  than  the  proteftors  of  the  people.  What 
is  ftill  worft  by  far,  thefe  laft  can  obtain  no  redrefs  agrainfb 
AHeab     ^^^*^  oppreflbrs  ;  for  though  there  be  appeals  from  the  in- 
damitrtiis  fcrior  to  the  fupremc  courts,  and  even  from  them  to  the  cm- 
iLMdjew.    pcror,  yet  the  remedy  proves  fo  often  worfe  than  the  difcafe, 
that  few,  if  any,  dare  venture  upon  it.     But  as  this  is  the 
cafe  of  all  arbitrary  governments,  where  places,  and  juftice 
itfelf,  is  venable,  we  ihall  not  dwell  longer  upon  this  fub- 
-     jeft ;  only  one  inconvenience  arifmg  from  that  general  cor- 
ruption of  offices  and  officers,  we  cannotforbear  taking  notice 
Which flhoU  becaufe,  perhaps,  more  feverely  felt  in  this  empine  thaa 
tbe€ountr%\xi  any  Other,  viz.   that  the  univerfal  poverty  and   mifery 
'suith  rob'  which  it  fpreads  every-where,  fills  the  whole  country  "with 
^-f-         fwarms,  not  only  of  idle  vagrants,  fuch  as  we  have  already 

(O)  We  have  been  indeed  Caffrts^   who  are  brought    up 

told,   by    the  fabulous   father  there  from  their  youth,     and 

Uretta^  that  the  emperors  were  whom  they  often    afterwards 

ferved  by  none  but  kings  fens,  prefer  to  be  Xumos,  and  railc 

and  princes  of  the  royal  blood  ;  them  to  fuch  other  employments^ 

but  if  we  may  depend  upon  the  as  their  merit  and  abilities  inti- 

reft  of  our  Portuguefi  writers,  tie  them  t6 :  and  they  give  diis 

and  the  AhiJ/iman  Grtgory^  thefe  reafon  for  their  preference,  that 

moharchi  are  fo  far  from  it,  they  find  none  fo  faithful*    as 

that  they  will  have  none  but  thofe  whom  they  breed  up,  and 

ilaves  of  their  own  breeding  up,«  raife  from  nothing ;  and  that  if 

io  be  about  their  perfon,  or  to  they  do  not  all  prove  fo,    yet 

wait  at  their  court ;  and  thefe,  they  are  in  general  more  trufty 

not  of  their  own  fubjeds,  but  than  any  of  their  own  J^/^«finv^ 


the  AgauSf  Gallasp  Gongas,  and     (Z9) 

(99)  TtHesHfUh.Jup.  Luaoiph,  &  ai. 


fpokco 
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fpoken  c^on  another  occafion^  but  of  defperate  banditti, 
and  murdering  robbers,  who  range  through  all  the  provinces 
that  are  at  a  diflance  from  the  imperial  camp,  and,  for  wane 
of  a  fuffident  body  of  troops,  or  through  their  being  too 
ofteo  employed  in  fome  war  with  the  adjacent  kingdoms,  or 
throagh  the  remiflheis  of  the  government,  cannot  be  fup- 
prefled,  or  deterred  from  committing  the  greateft  outrages  on 
the  poor  natives,  and  the  vileft  cruelties  and  robberies  on  the 
travelling  llrangers,  who  come  thither  to  traffic  ^.     But  what 
can  be  faid  of  thefe  enormities,  if  they  are  not  only  winked   ' 
at,  bat  even  countenanced,  by  the  government :  and  if  that  be  fF7'c/i 
rwJly  faft,  which  is  affirmed  by  a  late  author,  that  thofe  chief  ttrfs 
banifitti  ^re  incorporated  under  one  chief,  or  captain,  who  ^'>  P9f^ 
pays  a  certain  yearly  tribute  to  the  emperor,  and  even  buys/^*^  '^ 
tiatpoflfrom  him  *  ?  But  to  return.  emftr^r. 

,  We  obferved  a  little  higher,  that  the  viceroys  and  gm^er- 
Bors  (f  the  kingdoms  and  provinces  of  the  empire  were  under 
thcBeUatinoche,  as  well  as  the  military  commanders  and  civil 
maglftrates,  or  judges.     All  thefe  hold  their  feveral  courts  of 
jodiature,  ^where  all  caufes,  either  civil  or  criminal,    are 
brought  and  decided ;  -  only  thofe  of  the  martial  kind,  have 
nartial  officers   to  prefide  in  them ;  the  others  are  tried  be- 
fore die  civil  judges  above-mentioned  :  thefe  lafl  are  called 
Vmharesy  or  chairs,  becaufe  they  alone  are  allowed  to  fit,  JuftUe^ 
whilfl  the  plaintiff^  defendant,  and  the  refl,  fVand;    znA^bowaJ- 
ttpon proper  occafions,  will  even  fit  down  upon  the  pound  fnimfierfd. 
in  the  highway,  or  open  field,  to  try  a  caufe ;  and  every  body 
^ that  will,  may  be  prefent  at  it.     They  make  ufe  of  no  write- 
ing,  nor  keep  any  records,  much  leifs  allow  lawyers,  attor- 
nies,  6c.  to  argue  for  or  againft  either ;  both  plaintiiF  and 
.defendant   (or,  in  criminal  caufes,  the  accufer  and  accufed) 
|teul  their  own  caufe;  the  former  (peaks  firft,  and  the  Utter 
after  him ;  each  may  anfwer  and  reply  to  the  other  three  or 
fimr  times,  l)y  turns ;  after  which,  the  judge,  commanding  j/gf,j^gfi,g^ 
£IeQce>  a(ks  the  opinion  of  the  by-flanders  ;  and,  according  n,^^/. 
IS  the  evidence  turns  the  fcale,  for  the  one  or  the  other,  pro-  r 

oottoces  fentence  upon  the  fpot,  which  in  fome  cafes  is  with- 
out appeal,  but  in  others  may  be  removed  to  a  fuperior 
««ut ;  as  firft,  to  the  viccry,  or  governor ;  thence  to  the 
Wlatiooche,  or  lord  high  fteward  ;  andlaftly,  from  him  to 
Jke  emperor.  In  criminal  cafes,  if  the  accufed  is  caft,  he  • 
iscither  kept  prifonerby  the  judge  till  he  has  made  fatisfac- 
tiontothcaccufjpr;  or  iif  the  crime  be  capital,  as  murder,  he 

•  See  before,  p,  90.  «"  Vid.  aaft.  fup.  clut.         •    •  Le 

CftAKD  DiHertat.  de»  {lois  d'Abii&n.  p.  255. 
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is  delivered  up  to  the  plaintiff^  to  be  puniflied  with  deatb^ 
at  his  difcretion,  and  that  of  the  relations  oiF  the  deCeafed  \ 
which  cuftom  they  feem  to  have  borrowed,-  aUiotig  many 
others,  from  the  Jews ;  and  thefc  relations  either  fell  the 
murderer's  life  for  a  certain  value,  or  put  him  to  death  in 
what  manner  they  pleafe.  But  when  a  murder  cannot  be 
fufficientlyprovedagainflanyman,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
jJace  are  fevcrely  fined,  or  put  tofome  corporal  puniihmeilt ; 
which  at  once  prevents  all  concealnients  of  that  kind,  and 
by  that  means,  a  great  deal  of  blood-lhed.  The  greateft  in- 
convenience of  thefe  courts  of  jiiftice,  is,  that  theyaMow^  ^ 
no  witnefles  to  be  heard,  but  thofeof  the  plaintiff  j  ^nrhich  it 
is  not  always  in  the  power  of  the  defendant,  ^o  diforedit  or 
invalidate,  though  he  is  permitted  to  ufe  all  proper  means  to 
do  it  ^  .         ' 

They  have  here  three  kinds  of  capital  punilhinents  ;  tti^ 
firflis,  that  of  burying  the  criminal  in  the  earth,  quite  up  to 
his  mouth,,  and  then  to  cover  his  head  with  thortis  and  briars, 
and  lay  a  heavy  ftone  upon  them;  the  fecond  is,  thar  Af 
beating  them  to  death  with  thick  clubs,  about  two  feet  Umf^^ 
with  a  heavy  head  at  one  end,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  man's  two 
fifts  ;  but  the  third  and  moft  ufualii,  that  df  piercing  them 
through  with  with  their  zagays,  or  lances ;  in  which  cafe,  the 
neareft.  relation  of  the  decealed  makes  tlie  firft  thmfft,    the 

Veil  following  him  in  due  order;  evea  thofe 'that come  latt, 
or  after,  the  criminal  is  expired,  conunohiy  dip  their*  Weapons 
in  his  blood,  to  fliew  that  they  are  likewife  concerneici  to  re* 
vengp  the  murder  of  their  relation.  What  is  ftill  more  dread* 
fui,  and  in  fome  measure  barbarous,  is,  the  feaftldg  and 
loud,  rejoicings  which  thefe  relations  make  over  the'crtminal, 

rfroni  the  time  that  he  is  delivered  up  into  their  hands,  to  the 
time  of  l)is  execution,.. buf  more  particularly  on  the*  night 
preceding  it ;  to  all  which  the.  prifoner  is  witnefs,  a$  weU  m 
to  tlie  preparations  which  are  made  for  it ;  all  which,  fre- 
quently exafperates  his  6wn  relations,  tofuch  a  degree,  that 
it  fcarcely  fails  of  endiiig  in  the  death  of  fome  of  his  moft 

,  zealous  profecu tors  8.  ,         *  * 

The  en^peror's  army  is  nothing  anfwefable^  to  the'extent 
of  his  dominions,  nor  indeed  to  the  exigencies  of  th6m,  conli- 
dering  how  furrounded  they  are  on  all  fides  by  enemies,  and 
how  frequently  hisfrontier  provinces  are  invaded  and  plundered 
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by  them.     Thi^y  feldom  exceed  40,000  men^  when  he  brings  Th  tmHr 
tb«9  all  into  the  field,  bat  often  fall  very  fliort  of  that  num*  rm-^^atmj. 
her.   Of  theflSL,  between  4  aad  5000  are  faorfe,  and  the  reft 
•foot;  and  erf  ^efoMfier,  about  1500  areweUiized,  mooat-  •    ^       ~ 
td,  and  accoutered ;  and  about  one-half  of  them  wear  coats  '  . 

^fliaU  and  head-pieces,  botaU  the  reft  are  as  tndiHerendy 
wmed  and  accoutred,  having  no  other  arms,  oiieniive  or  Their' 
defeaftye^  than  a  fpear  and  buckler  (P )•  They  are  very  little  nMapotu. 
acquainted '  with  fire-arms,  and  as  poorly  furniihed  with 
powder  and  ball.  There  is  in  the  whole  about  1 500  fire- 
arms, and  not  above  3  <^  400  mufqueteers  in  any  a£tion» 
and  they,  for  the  greateft  part,  fo  ill  trained  to  the  ufe  of 
them,  that  they  never  make  above  one  firing,  for  want  of  a 


(P).    To  give  oiir  reader  la. 

more  exstSt  idea  af  each  of  thefe 

weapons,  we  muft  iafonn  him, 

^  chat  ^e  fpears  are  of  two  fort3 ; 

tile  one  like  oui*  half,  or  (hoit 

K"  esy  the  .  other  more  like  a 
herd,  or  panifan.  The 
Haves  of  the  former  are  flender," 
and  ^e  iron  narrow,  like6ur 
|uke  j  the  iron  of  the  other  ir 
oroad  and  thin :  the  firft  is  to  . 

i  he  darted  by  dint  of .  ilreagth, 
aad  the  laift  ^o  be  ufed  in  clofe 
fiffht    withonehand,  whilftthe 

'  JLer  ho\4s  the  buckler,  which 
18  iifaally  thade  of  baffalo's  hide^ 
Vwy  thick  and  ftrdng. 

'Eaih'tonimbn  faldier  carries 
^^  of  th^  'fyesLtsi  the  ortie 

•  Ihi/dafieiirlth  fuch  ^engthasd  > 
futy,  tldt  they  will  evei^.pi^rjce 

I «  caat  of  n>^t4»'  bucklpp  ;,  and 

. :  the  other  is  kept  to  continue  the 
fight,  as  we  Cohere  with  fword 
andhucklerl  Thofe  of  a  higher 
rauk  have  likewife  their  fwords, 
bw  feldom  make  ufe  of  them  in 
a  battle,  bat  rather  wear  them 
as  a  mark  of  diMadidii,  and 
chiefly  in  dme  of  peace,  had 
than  thef  cbmmboly  bold  thtm 
in  their,  hands  when  they  con- 

'  verie  wit|i  any  one  1  but  if  they. 
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wiilk,  they  make  their  fervants 
carry  them  ander  th^ir  arms. 
They  likewife  wear  a  kind  of 
dagger  under  their  girdle,  with 
the  hilt  towards  the  right,  and 
the  point  towards  the  left-hand. 
Some  likewife  cari'y  a  club  of 
fomc  hard' wood,  very  heavy, 
with  a  dagger  in  it:  this 
weapon  they  call  bobta,  and 
commonly  uie  it  when  they  come 
to  clofe  engagement  with  the 
fcnemy,  and  fometiraes  dart  it 
againft  them. 

But  the  fword  being  chiefly 
worn  as  an  otnament,  they  a?re 
trtoft  curious  abotit,  and  chofe 
to  havethe  hik  ol  gold  or  ill. 
ver  g^lt/  and  tStih  fcabbard  of. 
velvet,  or  rich  damaik^  com- 
:  monly  of  a  i:ed  |co)our. 
.  The  horfe  arc  pnetty  muck 
accoutred  and  armed  like  the 
foot  ;  but  thofe  who  are  allow, 
ed  to  wear  the  coa^  of  mail,  do, 
for  the  moft  pasrt,  throw  afide 
the  buckler  as  an  incumbrance. 
They  are  -faid  to  be  all  very 
igood  hoArfemen,  mount  and  fit 
tbetr  horfes  ta admiration,  hut 
in  cjtherr^fpe^ls,  are  not  better 
difcipUnepi  tha^i  the.  foot  (50). 
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Want  of    greater  fupply  of  powder  and  ball.     They  feldom  have  any 
fire- arm   to  ufe  at  their  cxercifcs,  except  fome  few  of  that  higher  rank, 
andwtar-  ^nd  thefe  commonly  ufe  a  reft  with  their  miiikets  ;  and  thofe 
#rW  dijci'  j^j.^  rather  an  incumbrance,  efpecially  in  their  wars  with  the 
fline.        GallaSy  and  other  fuch  wild  enemies,  fo  that  they  arc  littfe 
.    the  better  for  their  exercifes.     The  reft  being  ftill  worfe  dif- 
ciplined,  their  armies,  battalions,  and  fquadrons^  are  com* 
monly  drawn  up  with  as  little  regularity  ;  fo  that  the  very 
firft  (hock  frequently  begins  and  efnds  the  battle ;  one  il<te 
turning  their  back,  and  the  other  purfuing,.  without  ever  en- 
deavouring to  rally,  or  knowing  how  to  go  about  it ;  neither 
is  it  looked  upon  as  a  difgrace  to  run  away  from  the  enen^yy 
b^caufe  it  is  become  a  common  praftice  **. 
nefoIiH'       ^'^  ^^y  ^  i^ftly  f^'^^»  neverthelefs,  of  the  Ahijfinian  fbl- 
irs  flout'   dfery,  that  if  they  perform  no  better,  iris  intirely  owing  to 
andhardy.  wanf^of  difcipline ;  for  they  commonly  are  very  ftout  atid 
hardy,  inured  to  hunger,  thirft,   atid  fatigue,  beyond    ex-' 
preffion,  being  trained  to  it  frdtn  their  youth,  and  continulqg^ 
in  the  field,  the  greateft  pari:  of  the  year,  equally  capable  of 
bearing  the  moft  exceflive  heajt,  the  iharpeft  cold,  and   th« 
moft  violent  rains,  and  all  this  with  a  furprifmgly  fmall  fu{^. 
Tow  al-  ,  tenance.     Even  this  they  get  out  of  the  few  lands  which  the  - 
lon/jance,   emperor  allows  them,  whilft  they  continue  in  his  fervice,    t<*' 
live  upon,  and  no  longer  ;  for  as  foon  as  they  b^in  to  fej|,** 
they  are  taken  from  them  and  given  to  new  ones.     What  i^  ; 
ftiH  harder,  is,  that  they  take  their  wives  and  children  alonjf*| 
.  .%vith  them  ;  arid  thefe  are  commonly  fo  numerous,  that  *' 
.  camp  of  30,000  men,  may  be  juftly  faid  to  confift  of  above^ 
100,000  perfons,  and  all  obliged  to  live  on  the  product  0(4 
their f  m'-^^'^  lands,  which  are  affigned   to  them    for  their  mamte* 
Ues'wlth^'^^^ :  and  hence  it  is  that  the  Abifjinian  mowarchs  are  able 
tbem.        to  raife  fuch  great  armies  upon  any  occaijon  with  fo  Uttl^ 
charge,  all  their  fubjeftsbfeing  either  farmers  or  foldiers  *.      -.,'"' 
We  have  already  had  occafion  to  defcribc  the  form  atiij" ' 
magnificence  of  the  imperial  camp,  infpeakingof  his  metro^"^ 
>     polls  ;  as  likewife  of  the  manner  of  its  marching,  both  in  timer'' 
of  war  and  peace  ;  in  both  which  he  is  always  placed  in   tho  I 
centre  of  his  army.     He  obferves  the  fame  method  in  all  en-  • 
gagements,  where  he  is  always  furroundcd,  not  only  by  his  ■ 
hooftiold  and  guards,  but  likewife  by  all  his>  iK>bles  and  chle£^ 
minifters,  and  compofei  a  fmdll  kind  of  feparate  army.      In 
Drums  and  ^x^^  as  well  as  in  the  reft  of  the  great  body,  they  hare  the 
other  mar-  ^fg  ^f  Jrums  and  kettle  drums,  (thefe  laft  much  larger  and 
"'^''''' loudtx  than  ours)  befides  trumpets,  hautbois,  flutes,  and. 


ments. 

*  Id.  ttb.fup.  *  Id  ibid. 
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otter  iafcumcnts,  whofe  mufic,  however,  is  more  remark* 
able  for  its  confbfed  noifc  and"din,  than  for  any  either  courtly  • 
or  martial  harmony.    We  omit  a  great  variety  of  other  in- 
ftaooes  of.  gaity  and  grandeur  which  attends  the  imperial 
ahny,  Specially  when  the  emperor  is  there  in  perfon,  which    . 
ibme  authors  have  lavifbly  heaped  together  ^,  in  order  to  So/emn  Mf 
raife  its   magnificence  above  even  that  of  the  eiS^ti  mo^  tindancc  of 
litrchs,    but  which  we  think  their  bare  word  is  not  a  fuf*  tbiciir^j. 
ficient  warrant  for  inferting  here;   the  only' thing  we  find 
worth  adding  to  what  hath  been  already,  fajd  ot   the  imr 
pedal  army.  Is,  that  it  is  always  attended  with  a  vaft  num- 
bef  of  priehs,  ^d  even  prelates,  who  not  only  perform  the 
divine  fervice  in  pavUions,  and  thofe  not  a  few,  affigocd  for     • 
thatpnrpoie,  but  likewife  efcort  and  attend  the  facred  uten«     . 
Bis  that  are  made  ufe  of  in  it,  with  great  pomp  and  cere-* 
jHdby^  *and  with  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic  :  among  which, 
l^ofe  belongii^  to  the  imperial  court,  are  carried  about  with 
ttfe*||reateft  form  and  grandeur  *. 

I^ROii  what  we  have  already  obferved,  of  the  vaft  domi-  The  empe* 
iocAS,  and  very  extenfive  power  of  the  Ahijfmian'  monarchs,  ^<^^  ^oifi 
.^lif  mig;ht  be  naturally  led  to  conclude  thetn  to  be  imm^ nfely  ^P''^^  ^ 
-lidi,  aad  their  revenue  to  be  anfwerable  to  fo  potent  an  em-  ^^/^^'^* 
,|ifle :  and  yet  we  much  queftion,  whether,  comparing  one 
^yMtk  the  other,  he  may  not  be  more  rightly  deemed  poor 
I  opulent;  at  leaft  nothing  like  what  he  is  reprefented  by 
two  authors  above  quoted,  and  fome  others  of  no  better 
tirfiority. 
F.ij^jj^  imperial  revenue  chiefly  arifes  from  the  four  follow-  His  nvf 
branches,  viz.  from  the  tribute,  paid  to  him  by  the  go-  nue 
of  fuch  provinces  and  l^ngdoms  as  are  faid  to  have  *whence. 
mines,  particularly  thofe  of  Enarea  and  Gojam,  from 

he  receives  a  certain  weight  yearly  of  that  metal ;  but 

Tihrthrr  arifing  from  any  mines  in  thofe  parts,  or  from  theif 
fhwimcrce  with  the  GaffreSy  and  other  neighbouring  nations, 
%e  cannot  be  Certain  ".     This  is  reckoned  one  of  the  moft 

lerable  branches ;  and  yet,  according  to  ifather  Almeyda'^  Ffrft 
nt,  which  he  aflures  us  he  had  from  the  emperor  Se-  branch  of 
's  owu  mouth,  amounts  but  to  about  5  or  6000  oukeas,  <>• 
5r  ponces,  per  an.  one  with  another,,  as  the  reader  may  fee  by 
computation  which  that  author  has  given  us ;  and  which 


*    UnETTA,  ViNCEHTi  LjT  Blanc^  part  ii.  C.  IT.        ^*TlL- 
&sz»   Alvar.  k  al.  fup.  citat.  ^  See  before,  p.  38. 
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may  be    (een  m  the  foUowmg    qo^  (Ql)*     '^^  ^^ 
9dbrmich%  brajacb  of  the  imperial.revenue,  aijUes  from  tEe  i^e  of  s^l  the 

great 


(Q^)  According  to  chat  atf* 
tiior,  the  lungdota  of  Enarta. 
hriogaia  the  grcateft.qaantUy 
of  go^d  of  any  ii^  the  empire ; 
and  ye^  Sultan  Se^u^d^  who 
reigned  from  the  year  1563  till 
1596,  and  is  faid  to  have  re- 
ceived the  grcateft  quantity  from 
it  of  any  of  his   prcdcceflbrs, 

.  could  feldom. draw  more^  from 
thence  than  to  the  aoEUMint  of 
1500  Qukeat,  or  oQiioe9«  valued 
'U  aboot  15,000  piec€i?  of  eight, 
«pd  in  that  father's  time,  only 
1000,  one  year  with  another. 

'Ap,oor  fqjn. this  from  fuch  a 
rich  kingdom;  efpccially,  con- 
fidering  the  emperor  is  obliged 
to  fend  one  of  his  generals,  at 
the  head  of  an  ^army,  to  fetch 
ia  fvom  thence  to  him ;  it  being 
not  only.,th«  fartheft  of  all,  but 
the  xi^A  to  it  lying  through  the. 
territories  of  the  plundering 
Gi^Ias  and  Caffres.     But  as  we 

'  o):>rerved  in  a  former  fe£iion 

}3 1 ),  this  laft  is  one  of  the  rea- 
6ns  why  he  receives  fo  little 
from  thence,  it  being  paid  to 
Him*  by  that  conquered  king- 
dom, rather  as  a  free^wiU^of- 
fiuriag,  than  a.  tribute,  feeing  he 
^annot  fend  a  fniiicient  force 
thither  through  thofe  territo- 
rieft«  to  extort  a.  greater  from 
them. 

The  kingdom  of  G^am^  ac- 
cording to'  the  fame  author, 
brings  in  yearly  about  1106 
ottk^s  in  gold  1  btittbis»  we  are 
told,  is  commonly  either  laviih- 
ed  among  fome  favourite  gran- 
dees^  or  <iifUibuted  among  his 


font  and  brothera;  fo  that  lit 
bajth  bat  a  fmall  ikare  of  it  left 
to  Umfdf.  He  receives  lik^* 
wife  from  the  fame  king4oO| 
300O  pieces  of  cotton  cloth^ 
worth  a  piece  of  eight  each,  be? 
fides  too  bezetas,  another  foit 
of  cotton  cloth,  thick,  andwitli 
a  ihag  on  one  fide,  valued  at 
about  an  oukea  each.  He  alft 
received  formerly  a  tfibdte  A 
. .  30Q0  borfes  from  it,  whichSab 
tan  ^9gued  hajth  been  obligod  (d 
remity  ever  fince  the  GidUa  hai^ 
made  fuch  inroads  and  crni^ 
wars  into  that  kingdom^  ^^  ^* 
der  to  enable  the  people  to  ds* 
fend  themfelves  agaiaft  them. 

For  the  fame  reafon,  the  rfi 
bute  paid  by  feveral  goveii 
of  provinces^  equally  infd 
wit(i  thofe  wild  rairaser^  \ 
been  either  vaftjy  d;uniniil 
or  even,  quite  fet  afide, 

Thefeveral  duties  whichdwf| 
monarcbs  received  on  thccpm* 
niodities  imported  or  expofte<| 
and  paid  by  tire  two  great  ik,\ 
ports  on  Ac  Red  Sea^  areno« 
ceafed,  or  paid  to  the  ^urUk 
who  are  fince  become  mailers ol 
themv  Some  other  dutiesinrdM 
paid  them  by  che.iii«rchaal|f| 
certain  pafles,  ^oing  from  oM 
part  of  the  kmg^m,  wfaiclj 
they  have  thought  proper  to  be- 
llow on  the  governors  of  dw 
province  where  they  are  paid! 
as  they  have  likewite  a  certail 
Duml^er  of  loads  of  corn«  ad 
other  proviiions,  which  the] 
were  obliged  to  pay  to  them 
Thofe.  that  c^mc   from  Dm 


(a^)S€€hefctt,p.l%,Qfef. 
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great  pfaets  k  the  empire, ,  m  lately  hinted ;  fech  m  tlie  we- 
n#ips>  governments  of  kingdoms  and  provinces,  and  other 
offices  and  potts  of  tmft,  the  yearly  tribute  they  pay  to  hini 
for  being  cOAtiQued  in  them,  as  likewife  for  the  produA  of 
thofelmifb  which  ard  in  their  refpeftive  governments :  for  as 
all  the  lands  in  general  appertain  to  him  in  chief,  tbefe  go^ 
ymm  do,  itf  fome  fenlc,  farm  them  from  him,  and  pay 
iin  a  yearly  proporrion  of  their  produft ;  though  in  this 
J^eft,  they  are  Very  far  from  either  cultivating  them  to  die 
m  advantj^,  or  from  paying  him  a  dueproportlon  of  their 
inoome  {  this  plainly  appears:  from'  thofe  ot  the  two  kingdom^ 
^Tigre  and  Demhea\  the  former  of  \vhich  i$,  by' far  the 
%ft,  aad  hath  the  grearcft  number  of  governments  ;  and 
4c  Utter,  the  richeft  of  ti\ ;  and  yet  the  former,  according 
^i^  Abheyda^  abov^-mentioiied,  brings hhn  innomord 
tta about  25,000^  and  the  latter  50,000  French  livres.  The 
AWbraadi  confifts  in  a  tenth,  which  he  levies  every  third  ^dbmnci^ 

r^^  upon  all  th^  catde  in  the  empire.     By  this  laft,  which 
appears  was  unknown'  till  aboutthe  middle  of  the  laft  W* 
*y,  every  man  that  hath  cows,  is  obliged  to  pay  him  one  -    . 

Wtof  ten  every  third  year;  and  the  country  breeding  vaft 
quantities  of  them^  makes  it  perhaps  by  far  the  moft  confide* 
Okie  branch  of  the  throe.  It  is,  moreover,  fo  well  diftri- 
(hM  betMreen  the  variods  kingdoms  and  provinces  of  the 
*"■>««,  that  there  is  pretty  near  an  equal  quantity  of  them 
[lit  in  every  year.  This  tax  they  call  burning,  or 
iflg,  becaufe  the  emperor'^  officers  brand  thofe  with  a  . 
fBticoiar  mack  which  they  fet-  afide  for  him :  but  il  might 
•86h  more  juftly  be  branded  with  that  name,  on  account  of 
ifeiofolcaecand:  criieky  of  the  officers  that^  are  commit 
woed  to  levy  it,  who  make  no  confcience  of  ruining  the 
l*Jf  people  by  thcfar  inhuman  extortions  *. 

To  this  WB  may  add  a  fourth,  though  not  fo  confiderable,  ^bhnmti 
]Wi  is  laid  upon  every  loom  of  cotton  cloth,  and  which,  if 
tbdoogs  to  a  ChrilHan,  pays  one  piece  of  cloth,  and  if  to  z 
^^^^'onmedan^  a  piece  of  eight,  per  an.  By  this  duty  arc  ga* 

a  M.ub.fup.. 

^  and  amounted  commonly  fort,  coming  from  other  pro- 

*  joor  I  r,ooo,  they  have  been  vinces,  are  refervcd  for  charita- 

J%d  to  beftow  upon  fuch  of  ble  ufes,  either  feeding  the  poor, 

"^ffoldiersjto  whom  they  could  or  in  maintaining  decayed  men 

*^affign  lands  for  their  main-  and  women  of  quality  belong* 

^ce.    Others  of  the  fame  ing  to  their  court  (32). 

(ix)  kilmtyds  tp,  TtBex,  Lue.ii,  Lvdolpb,  A  U.  ^  lO.  faff. 

I  a  xhered. 


theredy  in  the  kingdom  of  D/9i^/z,  and  parts  ndjacent,  about 
jLooo  of  thefe  -piecps,  atod  in  that  of  Gojam  3000  ;    befidc* 
about  200  bifletes,  which  arc  a  thicker  and  ftronger  cotton 
j:loth,  all  (bagged  on  one  fidiu     The  fame  is  levied  in  other 
kingdoms  and  provinces  pf  the  empire,  but  is  moflly  beftowed 
on,  or  ifwallowed  up  by,  their  rapacious  goyernorso*'* 
The  nvhole .    Th  ese  are  pretty  near  the  whole  of  all  the  fo  much  boafted 
inconfiJer- riches  and  great  revenues  of  the  Abiffinian  monarchs  5^  of 
'^^^        which,  though  there  be  no  poffibility  of  knowing  the  exaft 
amount,  becaufe,  for  the  moft  part,  it  rifcs  and  falk,  w6i 
CQfdingto  the  munificence  or  frugality  of  the  pridcc,  aril 
many  other  obvious  caufes,  yet  plainly  appears  to  come  verjfe; 
ftiort  of  what  one  may  expeft  frcan  fo  yaftan  empire,  fo  gresflr^ 
a  number  of  kingdoms  and  provinces,  and  fuch  an  immenft 
-extent  of  pafture  and  arable  ground,  of  which  he  is  thefctf 
•  ytt  fnjfki'  proprietor  and  difpofer..    It  will,  however,  be  far  from  ap^ 
tpttomake^p^i^l^  fo  inconfiderable,  if  we  take  an  eftimate,    not  U 
.f^^^f  much  from  the  opulence  of  ours,  and  other  kingdoms,  «!•;, 
^I^fl  from  the  poverty  of  the  country,  and  the  extreme  indigefldi^ 
^«^rT"    ^^  ^^  people ;  a  people  inured  to  indolence  and  penury,  andit , 
*  '      country  left,  for  the  moft  part,  uncultivated  and  barren,  be* , 
caufe  the  prefent  pofleflbr  isi  not  fure  how  foon  its  defpotkJ. 
laivilord  may  transfer  it  to  other  hands,  and  is  rK>t  fiirc  whe^ 
ther  \vhat  he  fqws  or  plants  in  thfrfpring,  will  not  fell  to  tht 
lot  of  fome  favourite,  who  beftowed  no  labour  upon  it.   .  WJ 
jfuch  an  arbitrary  .government  as  this, .  a  monarch  hath  <^3^ 
to  think  himfelf  rich  enough,  who  hath  the  lives,  lands,  anw 
fortunes  of  all  his  fubjefts,  at  his  difpofal,    and  powerfiil' 
enough  to  bind  them  tp  their  allegiance  j  whitft  one  part 
ferves  him  for  fear  of  loflng  the  lands  he  hath  given  them,' 
and  another,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  them  from  him.    This 
likewife  induces  the  pofleflbrs  to  be  inore  generous  in  thdr 
prefents  and  tribute  to  him>  feeing  he  generally  gets  moft, 
according  to  father  Jlmeyda,  who  gives  moft,   and  thofe 
lcaft,who  prefent  leaft  ^. 


•  A 
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LLMEYDA,  ap.  Tcllez,  LuDOLPH,  LoBO,  &  fcq.    ^  Al- 
ia, ap.Teilez,  ttb.  fttp^  LoBO,  I4UD0LPH,  Si  feq. 
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I  SECT.    VIIl. 

I  Ofik  Religim  of  the  Abiflinians,  iotb  iefore  and 
finct  tbnr  Converjlon  to  the  Chriftian  Faitby  and  thr 
1    Hiermbj  of  their  Church.  - 

Wl  have  already  hiated^  that  the  Miffinians  bbaft  them-  TifJtW" 
^  fel?es  to  have  received  the  Jauijb  religion,  together  '^^rJigi^m. 
^  a  continued  feries  of  monarchs,  from  Solanwn,  die  great  ir^v^tin- 
Va^oUfrael,  whocanfed  the  fbn  whom  he  had  by  thdr  ce-  '^.^^ 
Wtoted  queen  to  be  educated  in  the^ij^V  rcl^on;  and^*^'^ 
fat  him  back  into  Jbijinia,  accompanied  by  many  emiaent  ^^^ 
Mm  of  the  law,  and  particularly  by  Jzariah,  the  fon  of 
Z«fc,  the  then  Jewi/b  high-prieft,  by  whofe  afEftance  the 
*hiijb  religion  was  propagated  through  the  whole  emfirCp 
fcid  continued  to  be  profefTed  in  it,  till  their  converiion  to 
Qriftiantty  *. 

The  misfortune  is,  that  the  only  record  they  have  of  this 
.WQMffkable^tranfaftion,  (except  a  common  tradition,  which 
tehbeen  firmly  believed  by  them  from  time  immemorial) 
bfo  clogged  with  difficulties,  and  mixed  with  fable,  that 
te  cannot  much  rely  on  its  authority.  Neither  hath  this 
*fon  taken  any  care  to  prefcrve  any  records  of  the  i'eigns 
flto  followed-  this  memorable  epocha.  What  books  they 
fe^e  are  moftly  fuch  as  treat  of  religion,  and  thefe  they  are 
"Gry  (hy  of  fhewing  to  Chriftians  of  any  other  denomination, 
left  they  ftiould  furnifh  them  with  arguments  againft  their 
unfavourite  herefy  ;  fo  that  the  whole  credit  of  the  memo-^ 
nUe  event  we  are  fpeaking  of,  refts  folely  on  that  of  the  book 
»bove-mentioned,  and  an  immemorial  tradition,*  which  is  na 
Ws  clogged  with  difficulties  than  that. 

We  have  formerly  endeavoured  to  reconcile  fpme  of  them, 
^th  relation  to  the  real  country  of  the  queen  of  SMa  *> ;  and 
to  that  we  fhall  only  add,  that  it  is  far  from  improbable  that 
fc  great  a  princefs  fhould  have  a  fon  from  the  Ifraelifijb  mo^ 
»arch,  who  had  not  only  married  the  daughter  of  the  king  of 
%^»  but  had  likewife  a  multitude'of  other  wives  of  feveral  *     ' 

options  and  religions  *;  much  left  that  that  fon,  and  all  his 
fccceffors,  (hould  be  fo  ambitious  of  ownii^  fo  mighty  aiid  ^ 

<>P«lent  a  monarch  for  their  progenitor,  whom  all  the  world 

fo  juftly  cfteemed  and  revered :  their  retaining  to  this  day  the 

'See  before,  p.  107,  etfeq.    See   alfo  Anc  Hift.  vol',  xviii, 
P  503'    *  Anc,  Hift.  ub.  fup,  p.  304,  &  feq,    «  1  Kings  xi.  i,    ' 

13'  arms 


1 14  ^k^  Mrkm  Hifi4fr^-ef  .         B.XV L 

Jrm  of  arms  of  the  tribe  of  Jfudah  \  and  ftill  calling  all  the  defcend- 
fbe  kin^s  ants,  by  the  male  line,  »by  the  name  qf  J^aelites^  is  a  mani- 
^  Abiffi-  feft  proof  of  .it,  as  well  as  of  that  famous  queen  introduciag 
wi^f  the  J^ijb  religiob,  and  wdrflup  of  .the  tme  Qod^  into  her 

own   domimori^;    efpcdally  if   tbofe,   and  other  proofs, 
which  the  patriarch  Alphonfo  M^ndfzhs^h  brought  in  cosiajfir- 
mation  of  this  point,  namely,  the  great  conformity  there  is 
between  ijot  only  the  old  religion,  l?«rlikewifcbetH^e^  tbm 
Confir-     cuftoms  6{ ^  Jbiffinian's  and  the  Jew^  ;  various  inftances  of 
mty  ii/'^which  we  have  already  had  occafioi^  to  remark  m  die  coiirfe 
$bf]^yih  of  ihis. chapter  %  ^nd  many  more  of  which,  the  reader  "wai 
ijill  find  in  the  fequd  of  it ;  infomuch,  th^t  that  lean^ed  pre* 
.    Jate,  who  appears  to  have  been  very,  well  acquainted  with 
^  •  toth,  makes  no  dijfficulty  to  own,  that  his  becoming  coover* 

fant  with  thofe  of  tlie  former,  did  greatly  help  him  to  yader*' 
ftand  a  great  number  of  the  latter,  difpcrfed  in  the  Old  Tef- 
j|^7w^;z^  of  which  he  was  before  wholly  ignoprant^;  %o   a}} 
which  proofs,  if  we  add,  their  tenacious  obferyation  of  th« 
j:ite  of  circumci.fion,  even  after  their  converfion  to  Chriftignity, 
^Heir  keeping  ftill  the  fabbath  on  the  Saturday y  as  the  Je^s 
do,  ^nd  more   particularly  tbe  inftance  of  the  eunuch,  <^ 
chief  treafurer,  of  Caiidace  queen  of  Ethiopia  going  fo  r^^^u- 
larly  tp  Jerufalem,  and  reading  in  his  folitary  return  the  pro* 
.  phet  Jfaiah  *,  we  fliall  be  forced  to  own,  that  all  thefe  cir- 
pumftances  cannot  but  refieft  fome  confiderabie  evidence  to 
the  book  above-mentioned,  fofar  as  relates  to  thefe  few  prin- 
cipal points  we  are  upon,  though  Intermixed  with  fome  others 
which  are  manifeftly  fabulous  ;  as  the  reader  will  fee  by  the 
0iort  Iketch  we  fliall  here  fubjoin  of  that  fo  much  boafted 
record,  which  they  give  as  great  credit  to  as  they  do  to  their 
facred  ]x)oks*S  :  the  account  it  gives  of  this  lingular  event  is 
^s  follows. 
jhancieat     ^^  ^^^'^  ^  ff^^^  ^^^  potent  queen,  qamed  ^<f*,    or 
record  of   *'  ^aqueda,    reigning  in  Ethiopia,    being  informed  of  the 
$heir  queen  "  g^^^^  powcr  and  wifdom  of  Solomon,  by  a  merchant  oamed 
vifiting  gf^^  Tamerin,  and 'being  dcfirous  to  be  an  ear  and  ejrc-witnefs  of 
ting  Solo-  *<  it,  took  a  journey  to  Jerufalem,  attended  with  ^  vafl  red- 
ino«,        <f  oue  of  the  greateft  princes  and  nobles  of  Ethiopia,^  and  ^th 
<*  an  immenfe  treafure.     There  Solomon  inftrufted  her  in  the 
<f  knowlege  pf  the  true  God ;  and  upon  her  return  hocn^,   at 
Qhains  m  "  the  end  of  nine  months,  fhe  wa$  delivered  of  a  fon,  be- 
Jon  from    !^  gotten  by  Solomon,  who  was  called   Menilehech,   and    by 
kim^         <^  another  name,  David.    This  fqn  went  ^terwards  to  Jc^ 

i  Sep  befbroi  p,  83,  &  feq.  107,  &  foq.  ^  alib.  paC  ^  Se^ 

tjcfore,  p.  116,     *  Vi^gio  d'Ethiop.  Tel*.'??,  1.  i,  e.  l  J.     *  AQ^ 
\vk  ?7t  *  f«l%        '  T?i'^«E«««>b,  fuf , 

*^ru/aUt^ 


**  Tftjbkm^  to  fie  !ki8  Micr  S^hmon^  and  was  su^ificcsitty 
^'mitertaiaed  Iqr  Utti,  and  anoimfed,   and  fivom  king  of 
*'  Etbi^ia,  by  Zadoc  and  >^»  tht  then  high-prieftf ;  and 
*"wheA  he  was  thoroughly  InftroAed  ki  the  law  of  Cod, 
*<iptttchfaewastocaBfelolieobferved  in  hi;  dominions,  he 
''  digned  \6m  ie¥tnX  cf  the  firft-bom  of  Ifraeixo  attend  a^d 
'<  ferve  him  in  EthicpUh  and  fttmiihed  him  with  officers  and 
I  ^'femmts  belonging  to  the  houfe  of  Judah^  together  with  a 
I  <<l)igk-prieft,  le¥ites,  and  doctors  in  the  law  of  ^^//' 
I      HiTHBRTo  there  is  noAing  in  the  whole  teladon,  bvt  ^•nufi^ 
I  y/m.  we  ^alre  (hfewti  is  ^ictremely  probable ;  but  the  fame  hulou*  ad* 
hoKk  goes  en  and  tdls  us,  *•  Tliat  Aefcjlrfi^botn  ef  I/nal,  at  ''''*»' 
•*  Aeinftigation  of  ^«tf rid*,  the  foft  of  Za&c,  bound  them- ^***'*»^ 
'*fi}ves  by  a  mutual  oati),  to  fetch  away  the  ark  of  the  cq- 
^temat,  wluch  tkey  ftite /*r  *aiz;^/v  Sim\  and  that  going 
''by  night  into  the  temple,  the  gates  of  which,  by  fome  fin- 
"gular  Providence,    they  found  open,    they  put  the   ark 
^  apon  a  cart ;  and  being  attended  by  abundance  of  people, 
^  and  much  wealth,  and  with  loud  acclamations,  they  marched  MenHe- 
^ef  with  fuch  luifle,    that  Solomon^    who  purfued  them^^^»M# 
"with  no  lefsfpeed,  could  not  overtake  them.    With  the^^i^^*. 

•  ftme  furprirmg  expedition  they  went  over  the  Ifed  Sm,  as  ^f^  ^^ 
^  the  chiWi^n  of  J/raelbad  formerly  done,  but  with  this  dif-  *^  ^^' 
*ference,  that  whereas  the  ^^^/iY«  crofled  it  cm  foot,  and 

*  without  bdnjgwet,  they  fted  over  it  in  their  chariots,  fa 
"  that  the  waters  affiftcd  the  one,  and  the  air  the  other,  in 
**  their  flight. 

'*  When  the  queen  Makeda  was  informed  that  her  fon  had 
^  been  anointed  king,  and  was  not.only  retumi^g  with  fuch  % 
^  grand  retinue,  but  had  brought  with  him  the  ark  of  the  God 
**<){  Si<m,  {he  went  fco^h  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  to 
**  meet  them,  and  placed  the  facred  ark  in  the  temple  of  the 
"  land  of  Makeda,  and  caufed  all  the  people  oi Ethiopia  to  re- 
*'  ceive  the  knowlege  of  the  true  God  5  fo  that  there  were  not 
"  ia  the  whole  world,  at  that  time,  any  mooarchs  compara-* 
*'  ble  to  king  Sokmon  in  Paleftiue^  audi  to  queen  Makeda  in 
**  Ethiopia:'    The  book  farther  adds,  ''  That  the  queen  did  HifincefA 
'*  afterwards  refign  her  kingdom  to  h^r  iistn  Ihivid^   2Sidhitm^btr^ 
^^ofali^  him,  and  all  the  grandees  of  the  empire^  to  fwear  ^ 
**hythe  heavenly  Sion,  that  they  would  not  from  ^hat  ^inw^/J^^'^ 
"forward  ever  admit  any  woman  to  the  thr®ne  of  Etl^ia^j^^  ^^ 
**  nor  any  but  the  male  drfcendauts  from  him  *.'••  fi^ajfau 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  that  famous  record,  and  contains 
aany  other  cireumftances,  which,  though  e^juaJly  uocertain^ 

^  TlL).B2,l.i.  C»     .L|^|^|.PH,  I.  2«C.  3.  $.  j»  &  ftq. 
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7be  record  and  fomc  of  them  too  fsibuloas  to  deicrve  &riher  notice^  is  in 
iuitrfferj^  the;  Whole  looked  upon  as  of  great  authority  by  all  the  Abiffi'' 
idiuitb     nuns.  •  Nor  is  it  any  great  wonder,  that  a.  people  nolefefond 
fable*        of  fuch  furprifing  and  miraculotis  peculiarities,  than  the  reft 
of  the  eaftem  and  (butbern  natbns,  ihoald  in  procefs  of  tiine, 
interpolate  tbiat  ancient  record  ^vith  fuch  fabulous  (lufT,   in 
order  to  raife  a  greater  veneration  for  the  tabot,  or  altar- 
chcft,  upon  .-which  they  celebrate  the  Communion  Service,  cwr,  - 
as  it  Is  vulgarly  filled  :  by  "the  P«r*iigf«i^.miffionaries,  the  ■ 
mafs,  and  to  their  great  church  of  Axuma^  where  that  pre- 
tended ftolen  facred  utenfll  was  kept.     What  other  motives 
might  indu<;ft  them  to  trump  up  that  abfurd  ftory,  and  how 
eafily  they  might  get  it  to  pais  for  current,  and  to  begreedily 
fwallowed  by  their  Ahijfiman  converts,  may  be  fecn  by  what 
we  (haU  fubjoio  in  the  margin  (A),  and  yet  none  of  it  be  fof- 

ficient 


(A)  If  we  fuppofe  the  firft 
part  of  thi^  record  to  be  true, 
that  the  king  of  IJirmel  had  ac- 
tually fuch  a  fon  by  the  Abiffi- 
niiin  queen,  and  that  he  bred 
him  up  to  the  Je^ijh  religion, 
in  order  to  convert  that  whole 
empire  to  it,  it  will  be  no  difH* 
cult   matter  to  conceive,   how 
this  fabulous  ftory  of  his  carry- 
ing away  the  facred  ark,  ^ame 
afterwards  to  be  foifted  in.    So- 
lomon might  fend  him  away  with 
a  pofitive  order,  that  in  cafe  his 
fubjedh  ihould  become  profe- 
lytes  to  the  true  God.  he  ihould 
AOt  prefume  to  ere£l  a  temple 
to  him,  feeing  that  of  Jerufa- 
lem  was  the  only  one  where  he 
had  efiablifhed  his  public  wor- 
Ihip ;  much/lefs  would  he  per- 
mit them  toembellifh  it  with 
•any  of  its    facred  ornaments, 
fuch  as  the  facred  ark,  altars, 
candleftick.  Sec,   which   could 
have  no   place  any-where  but 
in  that  in  Which  he  had  ordain- 
ed all  the  facrifices,  and  other 
parts  of  the  divine  wor/hip,   to 


be  performed  according  to  hit 
direction. 

Such  a  prohibition,  we  fay» 
could  not  but  be  neceffary  and*.' 
proper,  in  order  to  prevent  fnclr 
a  (chifm  in  the  Je^ifi?  churchy 
as  was  afterwards  introduced  \m 
Egypff  by  Omas^  a  diiratisfie<^ 

^e'■wi/bh,\g\i^pTK&  (i),  and  to 
eep  the  AhiJ/inian  profelytes  ia 
a  due  dependence  on  that  me* 
tropolis  and  centre  of  religion. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  tho^  in- 
jundiont  muft  in  all  likelihood 
appear  fomewhat  harih  to  the 
young  prince,  whofe  heart  cooM 
not  but  be  gready  affedled  at  the 
majeftic  folemmty  with  which 
he  faw  the  divine  worfhip  per- 
formed in  that  facred  edifice, 
and  had  in  all  probability  fet 
his  heart  upon  introducing  it  in 
his  dominions,  and  affifting  at 
it  in  the  fame  fplendor  and 
magnificence  tfiat  his  father 
did  :  and  if  this  was  the  caie^ 
how  natural  was  it  for  fome  of 
thofc  priefts  and  leyites,  who 
were  to  atcompany  him,  to  pr^- 


{liSatAisHJfi.  vol  X.  p.  M$l,  &.fif.  315  (Hi). 


€are> 


C^*    *  *^^  Empire  of  Abiffink;  137  ^ 

ficicflt  to  undermine  the  credit  of  the  ancieat  tradition  and  Aecotmui 
record,  whilft  we  have  fo  many  corroborating  arguments  tojf^r. 

prove 


care,  at  lead,  a  m<>de!,  or  re- 
/eabJance,  of  the  facred  ark, 
the  moil  fignificanty  ^and  moft 
eftccmcd  of  all  the  facred  aten- 
£ls,  to  be  made  privately,   and 
carried  with  them  into  Ahiffinia^ 
in  imitation  of  that  of  the  tem- 
ple.  How  natural  was  it  for 
Mm,  and  the  qaeen  his  in  other, 
to  order  that  holy  fymbol  to  be 
depofited  in  feme  of  their  moft 
fiuiptaous  edifices,  fach  as  was 
tkntbe  great  temple  of  the  ter- 
n'tojy  of  Makeda.  And  in  order 
to  prociHre  it  a  deeper,    and 
more  general  veneration,  how 
eafy  was  it    for  them,    either 
iwn  to  caafe  it  to  be  whifpered, 
winprocefs  of  time  to  have  it 
poblickly  affirmed,to  be  the  very 
fame  which  the  Jewcijh  law- 
pver  had  been  direded  by  God 
to  ered  and  fet  up  in  the  ta- 
iemade,  aiid  that  it  was  pri- 
vately ftolen»  and  brought  away 
in  that  (pretended)  miraculous 
manner  .    and  how  eafy  and 
latoral  to  have  this  whole  for- 
feiy  to  be  ucked  together,  as 
of  a  piece,  and  of  the  fame  au- 
dioiity  with  the  ancient  record, 
and  to  be  as  readily  believed, 
ladpafs  for  current,  confider- 
ittgthe  vaft  diftance,  and  fmall 
commerce,  there  was  between 
tbc  kingdom  of  Ifrael  and  this ; 
ibrthis  rendered  the  cheat  more 
Mlcalt  to  be  known,  and  more 
lili  to  be  confuted,  by  either 
jay  of  the  Jenvijh  kiiigs  or 
priefts,  whilft  even  thofc  very 
ones     that    accompanied    the 
young  prince  into  his  country, 
might  cafily  be  induced,  by  that 
very  coofideration*  to  join  in 
itf  a3  a  fare  way  of  fecoring  to 


thcmfelvcs,  not  only  the  favour 
of  the  king,  and  reverence  of 
the  people,  but  likewlfe  fome 
confiderable  income  and  per- 
quifites,  as  the  fole  guardians 
of  that  facred  depofitum. 

Accordingly  we    find,    that 
they  gave  it  the  title  of  tabot. 
or  ark  of  the  covenant ;  the 
fame  which  they  give  to  NaoFs 
ark,  and  by  way  of  excellence 
ftiled  it  Sion  ;  from  whence  the 
temple  in  which  it  was  kept, 
being  after  their  cohverfion  to 
Chriftianity .  dedicated    to   the 
Virgin   Mary^    was  called  St.   , 
Mary  of  Sion,  or  Seon,  accord* 
ing  to  their  way  of  pronouncing 
that  name. 

It  was,  moreover,  prcferved 
with  fuch  veneration,  and  kept 
To  clofely  concealed  from  the 
vulgar  eyes,  that  even  their  mo- 
narchs  were  not  admitted  to  the 
fight  of  it.   Since  the  Ahiffinian 
emperors  have  taken  up  the  cu- 
ftom  of  living  in  tents,    this 
precious  relique,  no  longer  con* 
fined  to  a  temple,  doth  always 
accompany  the  royal  camp,  and 
is  carried  about  with  the  greateft 
pomp  and  ceremony,  attended 
by  four  prelates  in  (htur  ponti- 
fical habits,  and  about  forty  or 
fifty    other    priefts,    who    go 
chanting  before  and  after  it, 
whilft  one  of    them    marches 
backwards  before  it  with  a  cen* 
fer  in  hb  hands,  and  incenfes 
it  all  the  way,  tllKitbedepofit- 
ed  in  the  grand  pavilio^,  which 
ferves  inftead  of  a  church  to  the 
imperial  court;  no  prieft  what- 
ever being  permitted  to  officiate, 
or  fay  mafs  before  it,  but  he 
th^ 
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prove  the  mam  part  of  it,  that  the  queen  of  Shiha  Was  the 
perfoa  who  was  firftinArntfl^ed  in  liie  Jev)vfb  reKgion,  and  in- 
troduce it  into  her  dominions.  But  we  have  fiill  one  proc^ 
more  to  add,  to  (heW|  that  if  that  princefs  brought  it  not  into 
Ahljfmia^  at  leaft  that  the  Abiffinians  received  it  from  the 
Javs  ;  and  we  are  the  more  willing  to  mention  it  here,  be- 
cauft  it  hath  not,  that  we  know  of,  been  taken  notice  of  by 
any  of  the  writers  upon  this  fubje6t. 

The  reader  nuy  recoUeA,  froiii  what  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved  of  fome  pecuiiarities  in  their  way  of  living ;  fach  as  thek* 
letting  their  andent  famous  cities,  palaces,  and  other  ftruftures, 
go  to  ruin,  in  order  to  live  more  at  large  in  their  camps  and  tents  ; 
their  abftaining  from  the  juice  of  the  grape,  even  in  their  ce- 
lebration of  the  Lord's  Supper;  and  either  wholly  negleft- 
ing  all  fort  of  agriculture,  or  turning  that  care  over  to  the 
nations  that  live  amopg  them,  ifuch  as  Jews^  Turksy  and 
Gentiles,  to  apply  themfelves  more  dofely  to  p)aflurage,  and 
the  breeding  of  numberlefs  flocks,  to  live  chiefly  on  their 
milk  or  their  flefti  *  :  none  of  thefe  cuftoms  are  injoined, 
or  fo  much  as  hinted  at,  in  the  Mofaic  law ;  nor  are  any  of 
them  agreeable  to  thepradlice'of  the  y^i/j/i  nation,  but  ra- 
ther quite  oppofite  to  them,  till  we  come  to  the  times  of  Ze^ 
dekiah  king  of  Jiiaah,  who  reigned  about  two  hundred  and 
forty  years  after  the  death  of  Solomon  :  about  which  time, 
we  read  of  a  feft  of  Jews  who  called  themfelvcs  Rechahites^ 
from  their. progenitor  or  founder;  and  were  chiefly  famed 
and  diflinguifl^  from  the  reft  of  their  nation,  for  their  ob- 
fervation  of  ail  thofe  cuftoms,  as  having  been  ftri^ly  enjoined 
them  by  him  ^, 


*  Sec  before,  p.  8 1 ,  &  feq.    ^  Vid,  Jercm.  xxxv.  6,  &  ft^.  Se« 
tffo  Anc.  Hill.  vol.  iv.  p.  136,  &feq. 


that  doth  it  before  the  empe* 

Their  veneration  for  it  was 
till  fo  great  when  the  jefaits 
cam^  thither,  that  as  foon  as 
they  perceived  that  they  were 
likely  to  fucceed,  and  bring 
their  church  under  the  autho- 
rity of  that  o^Romi,  one  of  their 
lirft  cares  was,  to  fee u re  this 
facred  cheil  from  falling  into 
their  hands ;  and  fome  of  the 


hioft  zealous  among  tliCif 
monks,  conveyed  it  with  thd 
greateft  privacy,  to  the  territory 
of  Sur^  near  the  Red  Sea^  where 
they  hid  it  in  fome  clofe  thick- 
ets, among  vail:  high  mouiv-. 
tains,  and  where,  in  all  proba« 
bility,  it  continued  conceale<i 
till  the  total  expalfion  ol"  tholo 
miifionaries,  when  it  was  again 
reilored  to  its  priftine  ufe  an^ 
veneracion  (3). 


(i)  tefl  %  ub.  tup,  VTmtni  U  Blanc  Surety  of  tbt  fFofiU  Part  24^.  f.  1 1.  J*»»^ 
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Faom  «  ccNRpariron,  dierdfore,  of  thefc  and  die  Miji- Somg  png^ 
mns,  wc  may  jiiftly  mfer,  that  the  latter  not  only  derived  nantin- 
Ihdr  Judaic  rites  from  khc  obfervers  of  the  Mo/aic  law,  but/^^«  if 
that  ihejr  Arrowed  thck  other  cuftoms  of  abftaSning"  from  ''• 
wioc,  Uviiig  indents,  ^c.  from  feme  of  the  dcfcendants  of 
iecbak,    Thefe,  we  find,  lived  ac  large  in  tents,  till  the  nu- 
merous hoft  of  die  B^hylonijb  king  obliged  fome  of  them  to 
take  fhelter  in  the  qty  cijerufdlem^  contrary  to  their  found- 
er's iajunftioQ,  and  either  pertflied  in  that  fiege,  with  many 
oyriads  of  other  Jewsy  or  were  carried  away  captive  by  the 
Myhnians  %  for  %t  their  netnm  from  that  captivity,  we  find 
a  branch  lof  the  Rechabites  that  came  back  with  them,  and 
fettled  in  the  canton  of  Jdbejb^,    But  it  is  very  probable,  f&w  $h^ 
tbt  much  greater  numbers  of  them,  forefeeing  the  Horm/rfl  tamt 
COffliog,  wileiy  withdrew  themfelves  with  their  herds,  into  »»^?  Abif- 
«her Gouatries,  before  the  epemy's  approach;  and  where ^•^ 
Aould  they  fcek  for  a  fafer  afylum  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
^frady  than  in  this  kA  Ahijfmiay  where  the  monarchs  that 
reigaed  in  it  were  the  defcendants  of  the  great  Solomon ;  and 
where  the  whole,  or  the  grcateft  part  of  the  nation,  had  fo 
bog  profeffed  the  Jevjifb  rdigion  i  Accordingly,  a  Jewi/b 
traveller  of  the  twelfth  century  acquaints  us,  that  he  found 
them  very  numerous  about  thefe  parts,  and  dill  ftriA  ob* 
fervers  rf  their  old  inftitution.    He  fiirther  gives  us  a  fiiie 
defcription  of  their  country,  princes,  government,  and  other 
partiailars,  which,  though  in terfperfed  after  his  ufual  man- 
oer  with  fome  fabulous  ckcumftances,  feem  plainly  to  intl« 
mate,  either  that  thofe  Jews  we  have  elfewhere  fpoken  cf^ 
who  formerly  were  mailers  of  feveral  parts  of  the  empire,  out 
of  which  they  have  been  fince  driven  by  fome  of  the  emperors, 
and  fent  to  live  upon  barren  and  inacceffible  mountains  \ 
were  of  the  defcendants  of  the  old  Rechabites  of  Judea,  or 
dfc  that  he  hath,  either  wilfully  or  ignorantly,  miftaken  the 
AtiJIinians  for  Rechabites ^  from  the  affinity  d  their  r eligioa^ 
coftomsj  and  manner  of  living  f , 

From  all  thefe  obfervations  we  would  infer,  that  as  it  Iv 
by  no  means  likely  that  £»opulent  and  polite  a  prince  as  &<» 
hmty  fliould  have  inftru£led  his  rc^al  vifiter,  the  queen  ti 
^a,  and  her  ion,  in  the  inilitutions  and  cuftoms  of  fuch  ^ 
^vandering  and  uncounly  kQ,  had  it  been  then  in  bdng, 
wluch  we  have  formerly  fliewa  to  be  fc^rce  probable  ^,  or 

*  I  Chron.  ii.  ult.      ♦  8c«  before,  p.  6jt  Sc  Ifeq.  f  Binj, 

ft  TuDELA,  itinerar;  p.  7$,  &  feq,  edit  r£mp«rev  81,  &  feq» 
»Apc,Hift.vol.iv.ubJop.(S). 

Ibat 
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that  he  vottld  have  fcnt  any  of  them  with  her  into  Abtffinia  : 
we  think  it  much  more  reafonablc  to  fuppofe,  that  fomc  of 
thcfe  laft-mentioned,  who  fled  from  the  conquering  fword 
of  Nabuchadnezzar  hither  for  (helter,  might  intrdduce  their 
cuftoms  among  them>    and  recommend   their  wanderings    . 
aftivc^  and  abftemious  way  of  life,  not  fo  much  from  religi- 
ous motives,  as  becaufe  it  was  the  vaofX  effedtial  way   to 
promote  health,  peace,  and  long  life ;  by  which  means^  all 
the  large  cities,  fpacious  palaces,  and  other  fkuAures,  that 
flouriflied  in  that  queen*s  and,her  fon's  reign,  became  by  de- 
grees neglefted,  and  fell  to  decay ;  and  even  the  celebrated 
imperial  feat  of  j4xum,  or  Axuma^  became  a  heap  of  ruins, 
by  being  exchanged  for  an  imperial  camp  ". 
Whenfrfi      The  next  article  relating  to  the  Abiffmian  religion,    is 
gmyverttd  their  converfion  to  Chriftianity ;  and  this  great  change  they 
i9  Chnp'  firmly  believe  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  famed  eunuch,  or 
«»«(?•        prime-miniHer,  of  their  queen  Candace,  or,  as  they  call  her, 
firfihythc  Handake.    The  account  which*  the  ancient  record,  or  boofc 
emens       above- mentioned,  gives,  is,  according  to  father  Ahneyda^  much 
pime-mi'  the  fame  with  that  which  St*  Lm*^ gives  us  of  hisf  converfion  by 
mifiiri       Philip  %  with  this  addition  only,  that  upon  his  return   into 
Ethiopia^  he  gave  the  queen  his  miftrefs  a  full  account  of  aU 
that  had  happened  unto  him,  and  what  had  pafled  between 
Philip  the  deacon  and  him,  in  his  way.  homewards;  upoti 
which  that  princefe  believed  in  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  * 
Jefus  Chrift  p.     But,  befides  that  the  learned  are  not  agreed 
whether  this  princefs  was  really  queen  of  this  Ethiopia^  or 
Abiffinia  (B),  or  of  the  ifland  of  Meroe  '^ :  we  can  fcarcely 

date 


» 


«  See  before,  p.  31,  ^  Adls  viii.  27,^  fcq.  ',Au- 

WEYDA,  ap.  Tellcz,  I.  i.  c.  17.  i  Vid.  Copicm, 

JAR&icK,  LupoLPH,  &  ah  fup.  cltat. 

(B)    What  hath  occafioncd  Ludoiph^  and  many  other  aii'. 

this  difFercnce  of  opinions,   is,  thors    whom    he    quotes    (5^ 

Vhat  Pliny  fays  of  the  queens  of  ftrongly  oppofes  the  opinion  pf 

thit  name  (4) ;  that  they  reign-  thi^  qaeeji  Candcuehtm^  queen 

ed.  in  the  ifland  oi  Meroe y  and  oiAbiJ/ima,     But  if,  as  we  hai^e 

that  there  had  been  a  good  oum-  formerly  (hewn,   the  kingdom 

ber  of  that  name  who  had  al-  ofGoja/n^  and  not  any   lOand 

ready  reigned  there  ;    whence  formed  by  the  Nile  in  Egypt,  be ' 

fomc  have  imagined  it  to  be  the  the  Meroe  of  Strabo  and  Pliny  *, 

common  name  of  all  the  queens  then  that  objedion  falls  to  the 

of  that  ifland.     Hence  alfo  Mr.  ground,  and  Candace  will  flill 

(4)  (P/jw,  Hifr.  I  vi,  e,  ig.^Str^h,*l,  xvif,  (5)  ir^.  rjc  4,  8,  3, 

»»  5»  •  Sw  jint,  Hijt,  vol,  xviij.  p.  173,  (^  fef, 

hav«. 
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date  the  convcrfion  of  that^mpirc  from  this  one  inftance ;  that  hut  *v£rj 
book  meotloning  only  that  princefs  as  believing  io  Chrift,  impfrftd-? 
vithoat  mentioning  fo  much  as  any  of  her  court.     BeCdes,  b* 
Pfniip  being  neither  bifhop  nor  prieft,  but  only  a  deacon^ 
dofuld  have  no  poXver  to  qualify  the  eunuch  for  a  preacher  of 
Aegofpel;  neither  had  he  time  fufScient  to  inftrufl  him 
thoroughly  in  it,  or  perhaps  to  give  him  more  than  a  general 
idea,  that  Jefus  was  the  Chriflt,  the  Redeemer  of  mankind,     ^ 
and  had  by  his  miracles,  death,  and  refurreftion,  fully  proved 
Mmfelf  to  be  the  promifed  Meffiah,  and  Saviour  of  the  world, 
We  may  even  queftion  whether  he  did  mention  any -thing  to 
him  about  the  abrogation  of  the  law  of  Mofes^  by  the  crofs ; 
fo^that  both  he  and  his  profelytes,  if  he  made  any  other  be- 
fides  that  princefs,  did,  in  all  probability,  continue  in  the 
obfervance  of  it,  as  they  flill  do,  fince  their  fuller  convcr- 
fion; particularly  with  regard  to  the  rite  of  circumcifion, 
and  tte  keeping  of  the  fcventh  day  as  the  Chriilian  fab- 
fiath. 

■  It  is  more  probable,  therefore,  that  whatever  foundatioi| 
aright  be  laid  by  that  great  profelyte,  yet  the  general  con- 


Webeen  queen,  atleaii  of  thU 
-^Xoi  Ahiffinia. 
-Mr.  Ludelfh  farther  urges, 
dnt  this  is  contrary  to  whatis 
afinned  in  the  eld  re<:ord  of 
Jf^fvma^  lately  fjpoken  of,  that 

E queen  of  Sbeba  caofed  her 
and  nobles  to  fwear,  that 
'  would  never  fuffer  a  wo- 
^an  to  afcend  the  Ethiopian 
dmme.  Bat  befides  that,  he 
4ootes  here  an  authority  which 
k  eliiBwhere  flights  ;  how  is  lie 
fine  that,  that  oath  was  never 
koke  ?  Sure  it  is  that  we  meet 
ifith  a  fre^  queen  oi  Ahiffinia 
«f  diat  name»  who  being*  con*- 
vmed  herfelf  by  Trununtius^ 
Am^  three  hundred  yeans  after, 
mtiim  to  Alexandria  to  be  or-  , 
HbubA.  bifhop,  by  the  tHen  pa- 
>tii0ch  of  it,  St.  Athanafiut^  in 
Older  to  have  therefttof  her  do- 
Muons  indrudled  in  the  fame 
imk  (6).  To  all  this  we  wpuld 

(6)  Stt  Ant.  Hifu  »•/.  xvi^.^.  3>c. 


add,  that  the  Ah'^JJtnian  hiflories 
^re  full  of  the  great  and  good 
deeds  of'  that  pious  queen, 
her  eunuch,  and  all  her  nobi- 
lity ;  of  the  great  fpirit  of  pie- 
ty, charity,  and  gcncrofily^ 
which  reigned  through- her  do- 
minions, during  hers,  and  fome 
of  the  fupcee^pg  reigns;  ahd 
of  the  .many  noble  churches, 
monafteries,  and  other  pious 
ftrudures,  that  were  eredted 
about  that  time;,  both  l)y  her 
and  the  grandees  of  her  empire 
('7) :  all  which  being  fo  v^y 
agreeable  to  that  fpirit  of  reli- 
gion, piety,  and  charitable  dif- 
pofition,  for  which  that  nation 
is  fo  juftly  extolled,  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  alLfiftionj  but 
muft  have  fome  foundation  in 
truth,  though  we  ihall  allow 
them  to  be  exaggerated  beyond 
the  limits  of  it. 


(7)  Almejia,  %fllez,  L^h/Rridt. 

verfioii 
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Whifi/ulfyvctCton  of  that  great  empire  was  hot  pcrfeftcd  till  after  tb« 

tonvertei/.  year  of  Chrift  335,  when  the  JgrdA  jftianqfius,  patriarch  aft 

Frumen-    Alexandria,  being  informed  by  Frumentius  of  the  good  dif- 

dus  or-      position  which  the  queen  and  her  fubje£l:s  were  in  to  receive 

daiwdbi'  the  gofpe^  ordained  him  bifhop  of  y/j:z/7»tf,  and  f^Qt  him  to^ 

Jbop  of      propagate  it  thro'  Ethiopia^\  an  account  of  whibh  remarkablo 

Axuma.^  event  we  have  formerly  given  out  dERufinus^  and  to  whidbi 

we  (hall  now  refer  our  readers  ',  to  avoid  needlefs  repetitions  J- 

Who  con-   From   this  time  Chrillianity  began  to  flourifh  through  the 

^ftrts  the    empire,  and  the  true  faith  was  fo  firmly  founded  by  that  zeat-^ 

Abitfini-    Ibus  and  excellent  prelate,  that  when  Conjhantius.  the  empeixM^ 

ans.  came  to  be  informed  of  it,  he  tried  all  the  arts  and  ftratagemsr 

he  could  invent  to  introduce  Arianifm  among  them  to  not 

cffeft  * ;  though  they  afterwards  fell  fb  unhappily  into   the 

errors  of  Eutyches  and  Dio/corus^  as  we  fliall  foon  fee. 

At  the  fame  time  the  difcipline  of  tlie  chur.ch  was  £cttledy 
(tonformably  to  that  o£  Alexandria ;  priefts  and  deacons  were 
every- where  ordained,  liturgies,  articles,  and  canons  fcttle^^ 
and  confirmed  by  the  fame  Alexandrian  patriarch ;  and  amcmg    ] 
the  latter,  one  by  which  the  AhiJJinian  church  acknowlegeSy   : 
AlexanJ    that  of  Jlexandria  as'  her  mother,  and  hcrfelf  as  wholly    s 
dria  their  fubjeft  and  dependent  upon  ber,^  infomuch,  that  it  deprive*   ^ 
mother      her  of  the  power  of  chufing  her  own  bifliop,  or  to  receive  hio).   ' 
tburcb.      from  any  but  the  patri^cbs of,  AUxandna^^vEkyfhom alpne. the    ' 
power  is  veAed,  both  (o.  nominate  and  confecrate   themlr 
What  is  ftili  more  femarkable,  k,  tbatst  exclodes'the^^^  ' 
Jiniam  from  having  one  of  their*  naition  for  their  abuna,  oc^  \ 
Ahunas      patriarch,  which  thofe  of  Akxandria  hare  been  fo  ftrift  iii^  ' 
very  igno'  the  obftrvation  9f,  that  th^y  have  never  fufFefed  an  Abiffini€ui  , 
¥ani.        over  that  fee ;  a'monfttous  fubjeftion  this,  feeing  thofe  mea'  i 
SuHeS  to  *^^  ^^^  nominated  to  it,  being  quite  ftningers;  to  'the  laa^    1 
thtfatri'  pF^g^  P^  ^^  country,  muft  be  altogether  unfit,  not  only  to 
mrehofk'  inftlruft  their  flock,  bat  even  to  be  proper  judges  of  (be  fit- 
lexandria.  i>e&  and  capacity  of  thofe  whom  they  ordain  pdefts*  2auSS 
preachers  ofvec  tfacm*    Neither  indeed  can-  be  Wfis^t6  per* 
form  the  divine  fervioe,  wWch  isalways'in  the  old  Ethiopici^ 
feeing  he  is  irt  unacquainted  with  it,  as  he  is  with  th'eTnodem  K' 
Notwithftanding  all  which  inconveniencies-  artd"  hardfhip^ 
the  clergy  and  people  pay  fuch  religious  regard  to  the  caaoi^ 
above-mentioned,  which  they  deem  to  be  as  ancient  as  thetp 
converfion,  that  they  would  look  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  her^iy. 
to  queftioQ  its  authority^  a^  of  apoAacy,^  to  a6l  cooitraiy  t^. 

'  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  xviii.  p.  324,  ft'feq:  •*  Ib1d.  p.-  jig.  ^ 

»  Tellez,  ub.  fup.  c,  i^  LuDOLPH,  l.iii,  c.  6&  7.  Lobo^ 


Q  4.  ibi  Empire  of  Abiffinia* 

it.  As  oor  ceader  may  be  defirous  to  know  the  tenor  of  that 
ancieat  ioftruracBt  of  their  fubjeftioa^  we  (hall  oblige  hia 
with  a  copy  of  it  in  the  margia,  according  to  the  verfion  of 
jfbr^aiam  RccMlenfu^  as  the  cleaneft  of  the  two ;  that  of  Tut- 
r4iuus  being  in  {omc  places  icarcely  intelligible :  for  which 
tedoa  we  (haU  add  a  remark  or  two  upon  that  jHece,  that 
&&  reader  may  know  what  dependence  ouy  be.  laid  upon 

But 


«43 


(C}This  (mgular  piece,  which 
is  the  42d  in  EccbeUinfis^  an4 
the  36th  in  Turemus*^  collec* 
tioa,  runs  thus,  with  refped  to 
die  points  above-mentioned: 

Nefatriareham/ihi  confiituant 
Ailiapes,  exfmidoSoribus^M^ 
fmptvfrid  eie&tont^  quia  pairi* 
mdM  ipfurum  eft  cotjfituiui  Jmk 
Akxaodrini  poteftate^  ct^us  tft 
^fs  oTiUnare  ft  pneficere  cmtbdi- 
Cfm  qui  inferior  patriarchs  eft, 
cm  frefato  in  patriarcham  confti^ 
tute^  nomine  catboiici^  non  lieebit 
mtirop9litanQS  conftituerti  ft  cut 
-ettftituwet  pairiearchtt\  etenim  bo" 
WHf  neimms  pettrieu^cbatus  ilii  de-- 
fittme  temtummedo^  nen  <v«r« 
pft^Mu  F^t^  ft  acdderi*  ¥i 
€fHgrege^  J^^nodus  in  terra  Ra^ 
wum^ruwh  et  adfuerit  ifte,  fedeat 
hcQBSofvopoftdominum  Seleucix* 
id  qua  eft  Alma-dajoint,  nem- 
pe  Babylonia  Harrac,  qutniam 
^  faaa  eft'  poteftus  conftituendU 
9^e9pos  fiiee-prefvincite,  prohibit 
Munqne  fuit  m  mihte  eorum  iffum 
t^iimati 

.  This  verfion  differs  in  fo^ne 
Aiogibs  from  that  of  Turenir 
Jir ;  as  where  he  fays,  if  the 
frnod  ihall  meet  in  Grecia^  in- 
flead  of  in  terra  Romanorum: 
idly,  it  doth  not  ^  the  mean- 
ing of  the  ^eleudan  fee  as  die 
odierdoeh :  and3,dly,  hi  fpeak- 
isg  of  the  A^ffiman  patriarch 


ajspotntira  of  pre]ates,conclodcs 
with  theie  words:  lion  Ucehit 
ilU  conftituere  aiiqucm  ex  illit: 
which  words  are  Icarcely  intel- 
ligible, unlefs  they  mean,  that 
he  ihall  not  chuie  any  of  the 
Abiffiniant  to  that  dignity,  ae 
EccbeUenfis  hath  rendered  it. 

We  maft  further  obferre  to 
our  readers,  that  this  coUe£bioa 
is  neither  to  be  found  in  the 
Greek,  nor  mentioned  by  any 
Greek  author:  we  are  neither 
told  when,  by  whom,  nor  on 
what  occafion,  it  was  made  i^  nei- 
ther is  any  Abiffinian  prelate  re- 
corded to  have  affifted  at  any  fy* 
nod  or  coanciU  by  whieh  one 
might  know  what  rank  diey 
held  in  it.  And  as  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  any  rank  (hould  have 
been  afligned  to  them  after  they 
fell  into  the  Jacobitifl?  errors^ 
fo  it  is  more  reafonable  to  con- 
clude, that  this  colledion  Wat 
made  at  Alexandria^  before  the 
Araht  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  that  place;  and  that  the 
church  of  Antiocb,  and  after- 
wards that  o£Abiffiniay  received 
it  as  they  found  it  (8).  This 
laft  in  particular  paying  almoft 
the  fame  veneration  to  it  as  they 
do  to  the  facred  writings  j  tho% 
as  we  obferved  a  litde  Mgher, 
it  be  fo  ill  calculated  for  their 
advantage  or  edification. 


(%)  Dt  baetnd.  te  GrtmA^  difftrt,  9,  de  eonwr(,  Ahijpn,  p,  xSj,  $f/if,  Vid, 
Q  (adign,  A  i,  r.  »«•  siibip^*  Jemk,  ^  W.  iMp^ck^t^  Ud$ifk,  /.  iii,  >•  7.  tf 
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But  how  fmall  foever  it  may  appear  to  him,  it  dotb  tm 
fo  with  the  Abijfinian  clergy  ;  who,  notwithftanding  aH  the 
inconveniencie^  we  have  been  mentioning  above,  have  been 
inoft  religious  obfervers  of  it,  never  once,  that  we  know, 
complaining    againft   it,    or  ever   appearing  uneafy   ua(fcr 
fuch  a  foreign  fubjeftion,  or  at  their  being  fo  unjuftly  tsh 
unnaturally,  we  may  add,  excluded  from  the  fucceffion  tji 
that  dignity,  tho'  they  have  fo  much  greater  aright,  and  aifc 
naturally  fo  much  better  qualified  for.it,   than  any  ftrangcr 
that  cauld  ever  be  fet  over  them,,  unlefs.they  had  been  thor 
roughly  acquainted  with  their' language,  which,  for  anght 
we  can  find  to  the  contrary,,  was  ever  the  leaft  of  their  care \ 
Abiffini-^    What  will  appear  ftill  more  (urprifing,  is,  that   they  \ai% 
Mxi^ftrenu"  {hewed  themfelves  ftill  more  ftrenuous  in  it,  when  their  emp<|- 
misintheir\^^)^2L,i  the greateft  reafon  tprefent  the  arbitrary  proceedingi 
fuhje&tou   q{^\^q{q  prelates,  and  their  frequent  prefuming  to  opppfe  themfa: 
u  tbim.     ^^,^  affairs,  which  were  entirely  out  of  their  province  to  in- 
termeddle with,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  fequel  of  this  chapter | 
till  being  juftly  tired  with  the  tyranny  of  the  JlexandrTan  pJh 
triarchs,  and    their-  Abijfmian   fubftitutes,    who   grew  SSi 
more  intolerable,  after  thefe  became  fubjeft  to,  and  the  mciti 
creatures  of,  the  OttoTnan  Porte j  their  profefled  enemy,,  tb^ 
were  reduced  at  length  to  that  flrange  and  dangerous  cxfCjf i 
dienr,  of  exchanging  an  Egyptian  for  a  Romifh  fervitudti| 
This  was  a  very  proper  timo,  if  they  had  been  as  uncaiy  «ftp| 
dcr  the  former,  as  they  were  apprehenfive  and  averfetothi 
latter,  to  have  propofed  a  middle  way,  morereafonabie  it 
itfelf,    as  well  as  more  advantageous  to  themfelves,   aitf ' 
^  which,  in  all  probability,  would  not  have  failed  of  bcii^ 
readily  agreed  to  by  their  monarchs,  viz.  that  of  chafing* 
patriarch  of  their  own,  and  making" themfelves  equally  inde* 
pendent  on  that  of  i?(?OT^,  an^  that  di  Alexandria.    Ofhcwf 
much  greater  and  more  univerfal  benefit,  both'to  th^clagf 
and  people,  as  well  as  eafe  and  fafety  to  their  monarchs,  fuA 
Tevolution  would  have  pro^d,  than  the  applying  to  the 
Pope,  and  the  Portuguefey  upon  fuch  an  "emergency,  could 
not  but  be  vifible  to  every  eye  ;  and  tli«  clergy,-  whowortM 
have  been  the  greateft  gainers^  by  it,  muft,  one  would  im^ 
gine,  have  proved  this  m.oft  jealous 'promoters  of  it;  yet,  t^ 
Continue    ^^^'^  great  furprize,  "we  fiiid  them  no  lefs  ftrenuous  an4  iodc:' 
ftill  under  fetigable  in  afcertainmg  their  fubjeftion  to  the  fee  oi  Alex* 
tie  fame,    andria,  than  they  were,  in  oppofing  the  autl^ority  of  that  of 
Romey  which  was  going  to  be  introduced  amongft  them.  Ndf 
ther  did  they,  after  they  had  fo  wonderfully  fuccceded  in  the 

^  Id.ibid,  vid.  k  CqpxcN,  Goesi  k  al.  pi. 

'  latter, 
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fatter,  CTCrtake  one  ftep  towards  obtaining  better  terms  from 
the  former,  byt  have  conilantly  adhered  to  the  ftridl  tenor 
of  the  canon  aboye-meatipned,  and  tamely  fubmitted  toftich 
abunas;  or  patriarchs,  as  their  Alexandrian  metropolitaQ» 
i  sot  rather  the  Ottoman  Porte,  whofe  vaflTal  ho  is,  hath  .  - 
t  thought  proper  to  fet  over  them:  fo  that,*  upon  the  whole, 
thcgovmiment  of  the  AhiJJinian'  church  hath  continued  in 
the  very  fame  form  in  which  their  firft  biftiop  Fr«w^?/2^i«/x, 
or,  as  their  books  call  him,  Fremonatos  "^^  fcnt  thither  by  St. 
Jtknajius,  did  at  firfl  fettle  it;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  great 
wmtion  they  have  for  that  prelate,  to  whom  they  g^ve  the 
tide  (^  Saint,  and  of  Abba  Salama,  or  peaceable  father,  as  well 
as  the  lingular  r^ard  they  pay  to  the  authority  of  the  canon 
ahofe-moQUcmed,  vhich  they  believe  to  have  been  frattied 
flthcrbyhim,  or- the  patriarch  v^/Aa«/j/{'tt/,  that  they  have 
oerer  fince, ventured  to  m^ke  any  alteration  in  it  to  this  very 
(by.  .  .     .         -    .  ^  ;  ■  ■        . 

This  patriarchate,  therefore,- which  i^  the.higheft  eccler 
fcftieal  (Bgnity  in  the  Jbiffinian  empire,  •  and  wholly  fubjeft 
^HiSiioijtexandria,  plainly  appears  from  the  tenor  of  the 
^ve-faid  canon,  as  well  as  from: the  conftant  practice  of 
that  chm^ch,  to  be  no  more  than  a  mere  title  without  the 
Jower*    He  is  by  his  clergy  called  abuna,  or  our  father  :  Theahuim^ 
he  may  in  his  letters  take  the  title  of  patriarch,  or  catholic ;  orpatri- 
httthathno  power  to  create  any  metropolitans  under  him,  as  «'*^^»  f^^ 
other  patriarchs  and  catholics  have ;  neither  hath  the  j4bif'  ^^    '"    . 
^tt  church  ever  had  any  more  than  one  at  a  time,  fihce'  r 
their  proto-patriarch  Frumentius ;  nor  any  of  them  ever  had 
ay  biihop  under  them  :  and  as  none  have  ever  prcfided  in 
that  church,  but  fuch  as  were  confecrated  and  appointed  by 
4e  Alexandrian  patriarchs,  except  a  few  that  were  fent  thither 
hythe  Pope,  of  whom  we  fhall  fpeftk  in  the  fcqucl ;  fo  hath 
it  ever  followed  thefaithx  and  doftrineof  its  mother  church 


These  abunas,  however,  if  we  may  believe  the  account  Vaftly  ig* 
Which  the  miffionary  writers  give  us  of  theift,  have,  for  the  norantand 
■oft  part^  been  very  ignorant,  as  well  af?  negligent,  in  their  remifs. 
flfice,  whether  of  inftrufting  the  people,  or  conferring  of 
holy  orders.    As  to  the  firfl,*it  is  no  wonder,  feeing  they  are 
tangers  to  the  language  of  the  country  ;  but  as  fo  the  latter, 
*eare.  told,  they  will  refufe  to  ordai-Q  thofe  that  have  beea 
fwice  married,  and .  at  the  lame  time  will  admit  the  blind,^ 
^^  halt,  (jc.  whicb  they, do  only  by  the  impofition  cd^ 

•U.ibid.  SccLe  Grand,  differt.  15,  de  Hierarch.  Abiflin. 
*  Alvarez.,  .Pays,  Tbllez,  &  al. ,fup.  citat* 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XV.  K  hand*. 
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tffeni^,  iSKf  r^lpMhioii  ^  af  fe\v  words,  Mftl^d^t  adttitmMi^ 

Hit  hdly  tdmmiiQkm  to  iKetti :  fo  thai  thdfe  gdiod  fetbrn 

ttittdi  qoeftiM  ih«  validity  of  their  ordtodtioii,  t^  ^tl  fis  ^ 

the  bftpdfai^  attd  mhet  iacnmi«ntSv  sdmiDiftred  by  then^. 

Si^angt         'I'k^  mtoner  of  ftbfelvilig  peoiteitts  in  j^blic,^  fii^iA^eir 

mainurt/tfikfopikthi^,  b  ft9l  more  flratige :  ibefe  Aafid  before  tl^ 

^i«;  at'  biftu^p,  and  ootift&  two  or  ihrde  of  thck  tnoft  heificms  M^ 

JkhtiM.     ufon  beirii^  of  ^hith,  he  ftatidt  op,  and  in  a  great  piffiiM 

a(ks  them^  fow  #%  reuAf  ih  fo?  ^hsthir  they  Mmt  f<» 

C^if  and  the  ISkt.    Tht  reft  of  the  abfekitiofi  is  |»erferfri«< 

by  si^g  them  three «r  four  heavy  ftroltes  AWth  Yi^  pStci^ 

|b#;  a&r  which  he  comrigtts  rhem  over  to  feme  of  Ms  i»ih 

WreSy  or  officers  that  attend  him  on  faeh  oed^iottd,  aal 

orders  them  thirty  or  forty  la(hes  more  with  a  thdng,  wtM^ 

thofe  diEeers  eltrry  ia  thetr  handb  to  Reep  off  the  p«o^.  Til 

puniflimeiiiia  the  more  fevere,  as  they  gofe  tidily  dad,*  Mr 

by  that  time  they  have  received  feven  or  eight  flrokes,  lAfe 

^-ftaadsri  oommoaly  hitefcedtng  for  the  pe^ltear,  he  fe  pn^ 

^  lutted  to  go  ofFwkk  Jiis  parttel  aUbty  itea^  which  dtey  thML 

Ibowcvser,  mof«fit&  andefilAiial,  thdm  diat  which  it  obtAnll 

Ibyprivattooafeffion'.  Tho  iieader  wQI  fiikl  aa  iofkaee  df  1l! 

in  the  margfia,  mxtt  the  fame  aa^M  (D),,  wHioh,  SF  toote#| 


9  Id.  ibid. 


(O)  One  day,  we  are  toU^ 
on  which  the  abana  was  buf^  io 
Ikeariag  thefe  public  confeill- 
oas»  afellow,.  who  had  ftolea  a 
eeruia  number  of  cows,  came 
im  be  abfolved  by  him;  but 
leartttgtodeeiare  h|s  criiiie  pub- 
Bcly«  aad  feei^pofe  himfelf  to 
cofiitign  punxihment  from  the 
hand  of  jaAice,  b^ed  of  him 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
whi^por  it  in  his  ear :  why  fo» 
faid  the  prelate  i  will  it  not  be 
made  public  to  all  the  world  at 
the  day  of  judgment?  declare 
k  ihcrcfbre  fctcre  immcdiateiy; 
The  poor  maa,  net  daring  to 
difobey,  wa»  forced,  though 
ai^iUoiL  his  will.  So  make  pubHc 
confeilion  of  the  fa^.  Uufor- 
tunataljf  for  him,  the  ow^er  of 


diecowr  wa&pKfimt,  udwiil^ 
immediately  to  accda  hiaie^ 
jforeajodne,  who bpth oidsfii' 
him  to  imSjs£  full  reilicmioo,.a9l 
laid  a  farther  penalty  upon  Unit 
which  proved  more  grievous  fii 
him  than  the  la(heso^eabimil*l 
maztees;  whereas,  l»d  dH 
abuna  been  contented  wiAi 
pihrare  con&lfieBi  of  his  triuie, 
hewOuld  have  come  offwidia 
few  kihei  from  them,,  and  beoi 
absolved  withoiitany  i«ftitutiOB«i 
For  the  private  confeflbrs,  || 
(eems,  never  oblige  them  to  anf 
Aichthmg,  as  thoieof  thediard| 
of  ktmt  cii  yrt  being  a  duty,  ^ 
affe  fold,  altogether  uniEwHrd^ 
aiuiunp»UMIed>  all,e<««r  jSdM» 
/'« (9)v 
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Aofc  pttriarcte,  \ve  add  thdr  vftdced  lives  and  bad  exam-  '^'^^^•. 
fkt;  many  of  them  being  branded  with  die  worft  of  crimes^ 
firfaceofed  of  having  Fived  ptibEdy  in  the  moft  fcandalous 
iHfiflcr ;  and  inftead  of  dtdy  vifittAg  their  churches,  and 
Kfenmng  fiich  abufes  as  they  found  in  them,  fuffbred  ftill 
ftodi  more  gricvoas  ones  to  be  oomfnitted  by  thofe  vtfitors 
vbom  they  appointed  to  perform  that  office'for  them,  to  fleece 
ifflioppR&  the  people,  inftead  of  inftruAing  and  benefiting 

What  is  ffiji  more  depforable,  is,  that  fome  of  thcfe  ^^*w  ^^ 
I  AwBjs,  that  have  been  lent  thither  from  AkxAnJria^  were*^**'-/* 
'  ftA:  from  bang  oircWned  bifhops,  that  liicy  were  not  fo  ?JJJ^^JJ[ 
iii «  m  prieftly  orders,  bnt  were  mere  Liy  monks,    ^nch  ^^"^    * 
ttt  that  Alexandrian  monk,  of  whom  the  patriarch  Alphq/b 
HW?r  fpeaks,  who  was  fent  thither  in  his  time  to  fucceed 
A&na  Smeon^  and  had  been  hnma4iately  acknowleged  and 
.^fiftkpBmented  as  fuch ;  bnt  who  being  afterwards  depofed  bjr 
,  ^  emperor  iegueS,  and  Ibpn  after  perToaded  by  the  mii&on* 
Irb  to  turn  to  their  church,  did  franldy  own  that  he  was  np 
liihop,  but  a  bare  lay  monk.    This  ihan,  we  are  told,  mar- 
M  a&erwards,  and  got  his  livbg  by  making  of  mills,  for 
*indi  ]xt  provid  mndi  better  mtdlfied  than  for  the  office  of 
ibona.   One  can  hardly  reld  inch  things,  without  fnfpeft- 
%foflie  htent  artifica  or  fraud  i  and  yet,  when  we  obferv^;, 
m  neither  Mr.  Lad^fph^  nor  his  AbiJJinian  abbot,  have  o^- 
|k4  any  thing  to  confute,  but  rather,  in  fotne  meafure, 
Wnncd  them,   that  very  confideration  wifl  hardjly  gjve  us 
fare  to  doubt  of  the  mith  of  tftem  ».  /    * 

There  remains  now  only,  that  we  Ihould  give  a  iJiort  3^*^**«^ 
tCDont  of  the  revenue  of  thcfe  worthlefi  prelates,  before  we  ^^^.j/^ 
^  of  the  iaferfor  clergjr.    One  branch  of  then:  income, '^**^* 

-  M.ibid. 

'  V4  ut  faitber  to1d«  that  Ae*  <nlt  aiiy  ^reherdattUl^^f t&e  bar- 

eieoidyc^Dft&^hdirgKeMer  ticokr  ftns,'  much  lefs  01  th# 

which  are  murder,  adul-  manner  and  circamftances  that 

iqr)«id4e(t$  butssto  tfaofe  acrvnipany  them  ;  and  it  Was 

ifv(buillirfixe,tiie^<ttitycof|-  vrith  veiy  great  di&olty  tfast 

ttthcn  ia  the  Iim&Py  ia  iwii,  libe  JtomjS^  miftanafies  obliged 

^u thcfe:  *«  wehfaTeiiiiK  iriier  new prpfely tes  to  defceiui 

!* Bed  i  we  are  finners  ;**  with-  xo  Xach  paitisvlaf s  [i^)% 

K  2  aal 
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'    and.  that  ^no  inconfiderablc  one»  when  they  bappeo  ta  be 

worldly  men,  arifcs  from  the  grant,  or,  as  we  may  then  more 

i  properly  term  it,  the  proftitution  of  difpenfations^  of  which 

they  are  the  fole  difpofers,  as  having  no  biftiops  under  them 

to  riiare  that  privilege,,  nor  any  comptroller  over,  them  to 

oblige  them  to  keep  dofe  to  the  tenor  of  their  canons ;  k 

that  in  many  inftances  they  extend  their  power  to  a  (hamefiil 

•  •  degree  beyond  it  *.     They  likewife  have  the  fole  privilege  9I 

ordaining ;  and  this  brings  them  likewife  a  confiderabk  ia* 

come  ;  few  or  none  being  received  into  holy  orders,  unlefi 

they  fend  fome  equivalent  offering  before-hand  to  gain  dieai 

admittance. 

If^^g  But  befidei  thefe,  which  we  may  ftile  fimoniacal  perqul* 

n)€ry  cortfi*  Ctes,  they  have  certain  lands  affigned  to  them  jln  the  king- 

'4lermbU.     doms  oiTigre,  Gojam,  and  Dembea,  of  which  they  are  (Jk 

fole  farmers.     The  firft'of  thefe  are  computed  to  bring  thed 

in  about  forty  or  fifty  oakus,  or  ounces,  of  gold,  per  ami.  iX 

about  four  or  five  hundred  jneces  of  eight  (E) :  thofe  of  Z)«»i- 

bea  and  Goj/im  afford  them  a  more  than  fufficient  quantity  of 

provifions  for  their  own  table,  the  remainder  pf  which  hfi 

difpofes  of  to  his  own  profit :  to  this  we  may  add  akindcjl 

public  gathering  of  fait  and  cloth,  which  is  yearly  made  fqf 

him  through  the  empire,  and  amounts  to  a  confiderablevaf; 

lue  ^  ;  all  which  put  together,  makes  up  a  very  confiderabfi 

revenue  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as   their  lands  are  fre^  from  aB 

taxes  to  the  emperor,  and  their  other  perquifites  fq  extenfivc 

and  arbitrary. '  Add^  to  this,  that  they  have  no  particular  cz.* 

thedral,  hpr  fumptuous  palaces  to  keep  in  repair,,  nor  hardly 

any  officers  and  underlings  to. pay  falaries  to;  thefe*commonl|' 

arifing  from  the  nature  of 'their  places,  which  they  know  faA 

Well  ho\v  to  make  the  moll  of  S 

fhi  Deb-      '^^^^  ^^^^  order  of  ecclefiaftics,  if^  not  in  rank  and  dig- 

*tataS,  "br  nity,  yet  in  vogue  and -efte^m',  .is  that  of  the  Dekaras,  of 

^kdnterj/  whom  we  have  already  given  fome  account  upon  another  o& 

cafion  4.     Thefe  are  neither  priefts  nor  deacons,  but  a  moflr 

grel  kind  of  Jewijb  levites,  .pr  "xiianters,  who  aifift  at  all 

»  TELlEss^.LupotPH,  ct  al.  f«p.  citat*  •>  Id. ibid* 

«  fd.ibid,  ..:    -^  See  bv'foTB,  p.  119(H),  14$,.. et  fcq*         * 

(E)  This  branch  was  once  of  500  crowns  ^rr  A]r«.whidi  ii^ 

more  coafifierable,  but  was  (on  thence  called  eda  kbuna,  or  tte 

ivhat  occafion  we  are  not  told)  jibana*s  fine,  and:  ia  fimk  kti 

tharged  with  a  yearly  kind  of  -the  emperor's  cofied  (f-i).''   ' 

£nc,  b/the  .emperor rT^^/o/^nr,  ,         .:.:;;,..»'* 

( X I )  Di  hoc,  vul.  Ia  Grand  diffhtati  i$,  de  HUranb,  Ahiffm  /.  3  5  ^ 

public 
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pobKc  offices  of  tfce  diurch/  and  whofe  head,  or  fiiperior, 

caBcd  Banality  ta,  hath  ifie  care  and  dircftionof  the  facrcd 

Mviliqns  in  the  imperial  camp.     As  thcfc  boa'ft  thcmfdves  ofStmngg 

Jbjiextraftioa,  they  pretend,  by  the  fongi,  dances,  zjoAatumdm^ 

teli^g  of  their  drums  and  tabors,  to  imitate  the' fcrvice  of  ^'/^l^'* 

&Jmfb  tabernade  and  temple  of  Jerujalemj  and  the-dance-  '^'*<A''* 

iegofking  Daz;/rf  before  the  ark.     Though  their  -ntldre,  «nd*^*^^* 

iorriddin  and  gcftures,  arc  the  very  antipodes  of  what  wc 

h?e  formerly  o^ferved  was  performed  by  the  Jrwifb  mufi- 

im  and  chanters  •,  and  fitter  for  a  mafqueradc  than  a  church ; 

yet  in  fuchefteem  are  they  here,  that  even  fome  ef  the  ^inces 

todgrai^dees  h2tvt  taken  fingii&r  pride  to  beat  time  to  them, 

orb^t  upon  their  tabors  ^     Thefe  Deita^as  al^^vfr  attend 

ftthdr  high*ma(fcs ;  for  low  ones  they  allou^  not  ^  va  Abif*    "  ^<^ 

Jm,  nor  of  above  one  a'  ijay  in  every  church/.    Gn  their      *      • 

tod  fcftivals  they  begin,  their  mu'fic  and  dandng^leog- be-        -  ^  • 

lire  day,  and  are  able  to  contitiae  that  bird  exerdfe  dQ-noon, 

'fithout  appearing  in  theleaft  tired  or  hoarfeg,  ■  '         '        '    ''  /[  I 

"•'  The  priefts  are  tKc^  next  order  to  "the  bilkops ;  but  as  they  TBepriefiri 

Iffc  nooeof  thefc  bat  the  abima,- '  thcy^have  iiiitead*of  them^  and  their 

fafe  they  fliile  homos y  who,  .preffde  over.thcna,    -Of  this  c«rdef  e/?^^»  ^^ 

*S  Petrui  Ethiops,  whom  FdutJ^ius  cdnverfed  ^ft.-Evtry  l^o»<w» 

|itochial  church  hath  one  of  tlisfe  is'  a  kiB^bf'-hegu- 

ifffius,  orarcW-ppefoyter,' and  hath  all  the  tttfi*ifi(jrpriefti 

'id  deacons,  as  Well '  as  .the  (feculat*  affaire  df  the* '  i^atiBi, 

jWer  his  care  and  governments^  «tod  as  theyliaTe  no  bHhdps 

Wer  them,  they  prefide  in  chief  at.  the-  divine;  ifeiW^/and 

iftribute  the  feveral  offices  of  the  inferior  clergy]"  ll^df-Jcom- 

jooad  their  difputes ;  fo  that  they  may  bte'Wtkdned  the        »  *  ^ 

Sghcft  ordernext  to  the  abun*  (F).;  The  office-of  ihtf^^ftferiof   -""  '•;,  ;^  r. 

'  «  See  Aftc.HiftiWl.lik  p: 2b(lV &j:fcq.  /      ^    ^   -^fnt^tifiai,     ^-^^^^'^'^^ 
U.C.19.  LvDOLPH,  l.iii,  c.  7.  4.  26.  Lb  Grand  diflert,  iq» 
ifiicrarch.  «  Id.  ibid.  .     , 

(F)  According  to  t\ie  czr\ottt^  ^ hUi  ihcenjumyoji  enit^'i^^ 
^^Akxanirian  churchmen     nionem  accifiendifofi  eumanteom- 
^^i^ViQi  Aiffinra  ^^^^%    kn^ahas..    ^ando  Jimul  iiijt 
Ottr  office   ind   dignity   arc     tflfcofns  nccifit  tibea' thuriUt^ 
w»  defined : i  Heqmnemus  ejufi'    4atit  (12).     And^aa tj|at  church 
^•r^iajj  ifl^  at  que  archipafm    htxk  z  great  AumbeK^  biikops 
,k^'if^*um^fiu^H:hffrtJhyteri4H'=>    ijnder  its  patrianri,:  tlore  arc 
Wa^  J9iJ;fil^t.  projtunciandi    fowi  if  any,  prieAsrraifed'tothe 
^irnn  ahfolmonis  fi^€r^Jactiki     epiflsopalidigiuty^  that  ha»e  ixol 
^^fncelebianlfm,  ut  etiamado^     been  prcvioufly  hegumens,   or 
..  .*i-4H»\,A'^^4  J^ft^  ^iv^^*U   '-^    .  '    **.    ..'^    "' 
{12)  Hifi, patriarch,  Mx.p,^%^^      . 

K  3  archtpricflsi 


'kS^  n^  ASikBt^H^Qjy  of  B.  XVI, 

prlefb  41  tot  Aigp^  that  of  the  kooios  in  their  aUence,  aqd, 
wbea  preheat,  to  aflift  him  ia  ^hc  divine  fervice,  to  iaiapti^, 
marry,  viiit^hefick^  in^e^-,  and  the  like  ^ 
P^Mf.  '  Th&  Pe^coQS  ar«^  the  Ipweft  rank  of  the  prieAhobd,  aaf 
tikewUe  4iM  at  the  diviae  {ieryice>  though  in  a  Wer  iphm 
thrUi  t^ie  B^^^  f  ^^^  bothh^vc  th^ir  proper  offices  and  Teft^ 
ip^ts  wfafea  they  ofiiciate.  We  have  already  taken  notice^ 
that  'thi$  order  is  conferred  by  tljvs  .abanias  on  the  emperori 
princes,  grai^dees,  and  even  on  their  children ;  not  that  tbe? 
m^y  faav«  the  privilege  of  pl^iatlug  a^  fuch,  but  only  to  alfif 
^  th^e.  ^yii)e  fervice,  and  receive  the  coijamnQioo  la  ^ 
.  chapcel  )vlth  th^ckrgy,  and  be  feparate  fron^  the  laity,  whi^' 
^ndin^th^bodypfSiechurfit^  .  -. 

triijfsmd  Al|,: t^i^ Pf ders  are  allowed  tp  marry,  and  inay  even  3^ 
deacons  {a.4#e^  they  have  b^  ordained  prieiis.  Their  fbns  alfa  aii 
marry ^and^ljj^Q^ff^  theoj  in  theif  church  benefices  J  but  a| » 

are  numy  ^^^  j^^y^  ^  ^  ^^  p^j-j.^  y^  \kX9!^  families,  they  acq  ^ 
reus  and  ,  commonly  very  poor^  ajojl  forced  to  (upply  their  wants  bif 
*^^        Iftbour.  ^^  i^dnftry*  but  chiefly  by  farming  a^  palhir^gei  < 
tJk  the  l^y  farsi0rs  do ;  aU  whichTeoders  them  \d[%  refpe£i^ 
th^  they  ^se,  in  other  QOuntrie$,  efp^ciaUy  as  tbey  wear  ao 
paj:(iculaa':4re(%  tonfure,  pr  other  mark,  of  the  prieillyoi|^ 
fic««  esf^sefit  9  Uttle  crofe,  iR^h^they  carry  in  their  hand,  a8|^ 
btefe  the  pepple  vritht  and  a  fmall  round  cap,  of  any  cokm&^^ 
ivj|p^  th(?]^.waMroB(  th^  h^ds^    Neither  have  theythoi|i 
IBUBHPuti^  which  tfapfe  of  Qth^r  churches  eiyoy,  but  are  liab^' 
fo  be  pofiiljied  by  tb^  If^j  ^i^giftracy,  in  the  fame  manner  Sjn^ 
lecuki  ffrfoa^t  foi^  ^^T  <;rimf  th(^coiamit  ^ 
fay  a  Ti^j^Y  if^  a  great  i?efpedk  to  their  churches^  andnevef: 

great  n-  fnMsT  ^m  \^%  barerfqoti  vjrhich  wde  them  take  great  of^ 
A^^  /«    •  ffi|^  at  the  Portuguefe  miflionaries,  when  they  faw  them  cc» : 
*^/*^ .       lebratc  the  mafs  with  their  ftioes,  or  fandals,  on  their  feet, 
tbnrcbe^.   Xi«  «*ftntent3  they  ufe  \k  tj»t  divine  fcrvice,  are  fuited  tb 

<»  Tellcs,  etal.nb. Tap.  ^  See  belbre,  p.  lai* 

M4il?Jd^.vid/<5c  C^oiOBii  jA-i^aifi,  &,al. 

■.....'  ♦ 

titekipcieAfi .'  but  iathia  of  Jbifi^  Atof  are  excladei  1^  the  caimi 
^/fUuvi  where'  there  aae  a^  bi-»  lately^  mcnfiionei  :  and  on  tfal^ 
^pss  a.  j^ieft;.  when  laifed  to  aceooaty  thefe  komos  look  xepm^ 
the  eooieii^Uis  got  tntke  l^gkeft  tkemielves  as  an  order  fuperitr 
preferin^t.ie  can  atrivp  at|  toallthe  ceil  of  the  prieftkood^ 
theRehciBg:  no  other  above  hfTih    and  dam  a  p^fCe^ency  ovcf 


iui(  the.  mirmfi,  from  which    iktem  (»f )« 

(13 ;  Le  Qrani Drffirf,  fy  Wer»9k.  f* SSl>  X«^^  09*%  €,7,  f^.  Tif^ 

the 


C4%  a^MttVii^^Ammau  H^ 

Ibe  digpSi;  «f  d»$  pcdoii  Umt  officiates,  but  Uk  teft  oF  1^^ 
ai^  F«$y  (bort  of  dioTe  whkl^  the  i«caiieft  i?9f^ 
oafiKhQcc^fions.  Idkad^tbealb4,orw)4teliimg«rflM^»'W'^^ 
vUch  is  nfed  by  tiic  l^kHer,  they  ufe  a  luoic,  boii|^t  gf  thft  •:^«»«tt» 
f«Mf»  wliich  is  ^toauno^ly  ^  Md  thr«Adi^b«ne.    They  ufii 
orithergirdtei  flok,  ixvMii^  6^:*  <^  tb«£(  of  iIm  ^ms/9^  ^. 

<fiaFch  do ;  And  as  to  their  «bftfiible,  or  upper  ^ramai^ 
Ui$£|]icil  B^rr^wet  ^ri  theirs,  aad  tralU  hdiai  aboQt  half ' 
^  yard.    The  divioe  fervUtt  coofifts  4df  a  fet  ^  |^yerf»  Dki^mt 
$£^8»  hynms,  <^c.  fiiiubleto  the  feaGgMic,  ^ni  jftt^ionCijfirvicf 
W«^  CQi&pofed ;  afld,  for  sj^  moft  part,  performed  with  ^•^t^^  ^ 
igm  dec<;^y  aad  devo^hon,  and  i¥ithout  ai^y  thing  of  tbtC'^^'^^^ 
(omp  9Jid  cerefivQixy  whi<;h  is  ufed  ia  the  dutrcfa  of  Rtm^ 
TiMi  diviae  ikvice^  which  is  perf^^nncd  biA  ^«i€e  a  day,  be-^ 
||is<Mi  Stmday^,  aftd  greait  Mftivak,  ift  the  moraing,  and 
I  <Ms  ^Wut  Boon :  oo  WediufiUys^  FrUUySy  aod  other  faftisg 
%^  It  begips  abocit  three  ia  the  afteroooo,  their  ufual  time 
4^i^\  and  at  Am^fet  ia  Ii.eat ;  which,  as  hath  been  elie^ 
1^^  c^fet^ed^  Hmy  ^^f  'wtdi  «iiicomniM  £ri6lae(s  and 
kmfK 

T9^T  have  aa  bcUs  througlh  all  MtffitMf  bat  call  the  7}/^^]^ 
liopl^lo  church  by  the  found  of  fome  wooden  hainaiQrSyi^tfWM//;^^ 
f  UcH  they  ftrike'»p<»n  a  hoHow  bpard  or  ftone ;  at  the  hear*  u  chtrcb. 
^of which,  both  priefts  ^md  people  repair  thither,  with  » 
lieqtg^^ty  airi  devotion,  laying  fome  fprtof  prayers  all 
%  way  they  g©;  afid»  Avhcn  tbene,  behave  with  the  gr^tf  ft  7*^/r//fliMr 
99ti%ac^,  nether  fnlb^ing  themfelves  to  flare  about,  or  oaMftmiQur' 
^  another,  much  lefs  to  whifper  or  talk,  cough  or  fpit.  ^*  *^# 
The  prieft^and  kUy  are  Separated  fron  eaefa  other;  the 
dinner,  in  a  kind  of  choir,  like  that  of  our  cathedrals,  and 
tkktter  in  the  body  of  the  church,  by  a  c«rtuA  drawii  be- 
Meea,  which  hinders  them  from-  ieelng,  thourii  not  froni 
teriug,  Ac  dHnc  fervice,  which  is  perfermcdt  witfiin  it. 
Tkcy  have  neither  pews,  benches,   nor  haflbcks  in  their' 
durches,  but  conjtinue  ftanding  all  the  time  of  divine  fervice ;  They  aU 
vUch  podfture  they  thin^  the  mc^  proper  to  raife  their  Atvo-fiand  tf. 
tioD,  andkeepuptb^atteniiontoit;  CKit  yet  allow  the  aged, 
ia&e,  Kud  iafinn,  to  ufe  a  kind  of  folding  churs,  wUch, 
itm  &e  fervice  is  done,  te^  left  at  ^  church^pcm^;  but 
ifuy  of  tfaem  ofler  to  fit  down  npiMi  the  gvoqnd  through 
lU^s  or  wearinefs,  he  is  fure  to  be  foon  called  upon  to . 
Hfe  up,  by  fome  one  of  the  deacons,  who  often  cry  ott t,  fiand ' 
^i)€  that  Jit :  and  though  the  greateft  part  of  their  churches 
^aovir  {o  poor  and  niean,  that  diey  are  only  covered  with ' 


*  Seebefbw,  p.  7$*  Tbllbs,  fcal.iiip.citat. 
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ft  Bttle  ftraw  or  reeds,  they  pay  fuch  a  regard  to  them,  that 
thofe  who  come  thither'  on  horfeback  will  alight  at  a  confi-* 
Polluted  ^^^^^  (iiftance  from  the  gates^  and  enter  ihem,  as  they  all 
men  and  ^^>  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  bare-  NoE  aire  any  men  or  vroixien^ 
•ec;o«^»rx-wo^er  any  natural-  pollution,  or  even  after  the  matrimonial 
eluded.       imercourfe,  permitted  to  fet  theirleet  in  them,  till  tf ter  due 

ablution  (G).,  '    *  • 

,  No  car'ved     iK-  none  of  thefe  (acred  edifices,  whether  fumptuous  or  mean, 

inu^ts.      are  any  ftatues,  or  carved  images,  of  any  kind,  to  be   feen, 

or  any  other  figures,  except  painted  ones ;  any  other,    tho* 

but  in  bafs-relief,  would  be  *  looked  upon  by  them'  as  rank 

idolatry ;  much  lefe  wOuld  they  fuffer  any  crucifixes,   \vhe- 

th^r  carved,  or  caft  in  metal,  to  be  feenihthem,  or  to  be 

worn  about  their  necks,  •  reprefenting  a  naked  Saviour  hanging 

on  the'crofs.    Wc*are  told  indeed  of  a  curious  fmall  one  of 

that  kind,  which  was  prefented  by  Poftcet  to  the  emperor- 

Segite4y an,  1 700, which  thatmonarch  viewed  with fome  admi« 

ration,  Klfled  it  with  great  refpeft,  and  laid  it  up  among  his^ 

curioCties.^.  ■  But-  if  wecoafider,  that  he  profefled  himJetf 

more  than  half  a  convert  to  the  Ro^nan  church,  and  -was  th^^ 

.   courting  the  friendfliip  and  aijiftarice  of  the  Pcrft(g-z/^,   he 

could  hardly  avoid  doing  fo  before  him  ;  yet  he  did  not  dare 

to  wear  it  about  him,  for  fear  of  alarming  both  clergy    and 

"   people  by  it.     Several  of  thefe  religious  cufloms  may,-  ajijd 

j^gt^  ^f     have  indeed  been  fuppofed  to  have_been  received  from    the 

thein  reli'J^^^  >  but  whether  foor.not,  they  muft  be  owned  to  be^' 

giovf  cu'    t^toeaki  oppofite^to  thofe  of  the  church  df  Rame^  which  not 


»  Pom cetV Voyage  intoEthiopia',.  p.  7, 
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(G)  They  appear  to  be  fuch    fcabs;  aid   other  cuticnlar 
i^ri£tobferveM  <if.. thofe  ilfg/tf/>_crj?upns    and  defilements  ^     j^j^ 
injonctions,  tdiat  they  not  only     which  we  thus  particularly  jyicii,." 
exclude  \Yomen in  their  montKly     ti©h,  (0  fliew  wlieoce.th'ere  ob^ 
.purgations,   and  in  child-bed  ;'    forvaaceshad  their  origin  j  and 
but,  with  refpeift  to  the  latter,  •  irthiey  could  ftill  continue  fuch' 
fhey  Extend  this  interdidlion  to    ftridl  obfervers  of  tRofe    legal 
the  fame  nuinbcr  of  days  that "  'rites-,  which  were  tO  end  as  Toon  ' 
the  law-giver  did,  012;.    forty" -as^^the  go fpel. appeared,  can -we 
after  the  birt|i  of 'a  tnale,.  and  .  wonder  they  ihould  continae  fa 
eighty   after  that v of  a  fcinale    with;refpcA  to  th^  obfervance 
.(^4)«      Much  the    fame   they  .  of  th^fabbathand  circumcifion^  • 
obferve*  with  regard  to  ^ thofe     which  were  not  .of  i^^/^/,  but  of  . 
pollutions  incident  taeitherfex,     tlie  fathers  (15)?    - 
fuch  as   runiijng  .foies,  toyls,     ,  ,  '•.       •  ' 


(14,)  twit,  xij.  2,  H^  fe^.  Sec  TeUeXj  /.  i.  LuJo^pb,  (^  aL  ^ 


)I% 
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ooiy  admits  all  lund  of  religious  imagery  in  their  churcHe^^/^iRrj  9/« 
botlikewife  an  inferior  kind  of  worftup  to  be  paid  to  it ;  ixApofitt  t9 
jet  pretends,  that  the  Abiffinian  doftrines  and  worlhip  beat  a  ^'^^fi  9f 
greater  affinity  to  theirs  than  to  any  other  churches,  whether  ^^^^* 
Greeior  Proteftant,    But^  thefe  few  we  have  gone  through, 
are  far  from  bemg .  the  only  ones  in  which  they  difier,  as  we 
feall  foon  fee.     Every  church  here  hath  a  fmall  room  behind  i/ianmr  of 
the  eaft  end,  in  which  are  rcpofited  the  materials  for  making  celebrating 
tte  communion  bread,  which  is  allowed  to  be  a  leavened  the  Ltr£s 
cake,  and  is  confequeady  coptrary  to  the  unleavened  wafer  Supper. 
iifed  by  the  jffowj^  church.     This  cake  is  dot  kept  till  therr,'     i 
hext  day,  m!nch  preferred  whole  weeks  an(i  months,  as  they  ^^^icake 
do  their,  confccfated  wafiftps;  which  they  give '  to  the  laity; 
morepartfctilarly  that'wKichis  vulgarly  called  the  hoft,  and 
is  kept  in*'a  p^ticular  repofitory  over  the  altar,  in  order  to 
fie  taken  out  andexpofed  to  the  people,;  and  to  receive  their 
jwyers'   iricenfe,  arid iac{oTatlon;fome'df. which  have  been 
•iep*  fo  Itmg  in"  the  pix,  that  they  have  bVed  wcfrms,  or  have 
been  otlierwifc  damaged,    ixA  made  unfit  for  life.     Well 
mghtthe  Mijfinians  be  offtnded  at  it;" and  wonder  that  they 
did  not  confecrate  every  da^y  as  they  db,  arid  order  it  fo  among 
die  comnrunicants,  that  none  of  it  might  remain,  and  be  eX"   .  " 
jpoJed  to  fuch  indecent  arid  ofFenfive  accidents  ". 

They  differ  ho  lefs  from  them'  in  their  (ordering  and  ad-  andrdU 
minifienng  of  the  other  part  of  that  fad-ed  fite ;  and  inftead^w 
rfwine,  from  which  they  abftain  altogether;  as  hath  beenyf«^^2/^/» 
already  obferved  *,  they  keep  in  this  fame  little  room  a  fmall  w^/rr,  iw 
quantity  of  dried  rdfins,  of  which  they  take  fdiir  or  five,  moxtfif^^  ^f 
wlefs,  and  fqueeze  and  macerate  with  their  fingers,  in  a*""*^' 
quantity  of  w^ter,  greater  or  lefs,  according  to  the  number 
tf  communicants;  for  they  adminifter  the  cup  alfo  to  the  Give  f be 
laity,*  and  are  no  lefs  furprifed  at  its  being  With-hdd  from  cup  to  the 
them  by  that  church,  whilff  they  think 't\iemfelves  obliged  to  laity, 
admmifter  it  to  all  the  laity..    Tbey  'likewife  differ  in  their 
ferm  of  confecration  ;  arid  inttead  of  fhis  is  my  body,  and  this 
is  my  blood,  they  fay,  this  bread  is  my  body,  and  this  cup  is  my 
khcd.     Father  Ti-Zfez  much  queftions,  with  many  learned  *ca- 
fuifts  of  his  chUrch, .  whether  this  laft  form  be  proper  and  cf- 
feaeiouis  to  tranfubftaritiate  the  elements  into  the  body  and   •  > 

bk)Dd  of  Chrift.  We  fliall  not  enter  into  the  merit  of  that  2)^  not  be- 
qoeftion,  becaufe  if  their  argument  againfi  that  form  ht  [ienjetran- 
good,-  it  is  a  fign  the  AbiJJinintts  have  no  notion  of  any  tuch  fubjiantia* 
tranfubftantiation  of  the  elements,  but  believe  and  receive  tien. 

•  Tellez,  ub.  fap.  !.  i.   c.   19.     Alvahez,  c;  54,  &  feq. 
lupoLPH,  1.  iii.  c,  6,  pair.  *  See  before,  p.  83. 

them, 
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thesn*  ^  f]^boIs  i:e£refenUDg»  aod  chaaelf  coavojring  ^m 
XLS,  the  beoeSts  of  Chrift's  tp^jritoripu^  d^ath.  This  is  dtf 
explanation  which  abbot  Gregory  gave  of  his  church's  belirf 
of  that  (acred  myAery  ^  of  which  tr^ir  pra^\c^  |s  a  ilaadiag 
evidence,  feeing  tiiey  dp  aot  pay  ^^  ^doraticm  tOf  ih/e  q«irf> 
crated  demits  *>.  ' 

,   Again,  they  do  not  admit  Uymen  and  womea  to  cnof 
up  to  the  altar  to  receive,  hut  adminifler  it  to  them  at  cfa^ 
.        docM"  of  the  chapel,  or  choir.    Neither  do  ihpy  oblige  than 
*«*7^     to  receive  it  Jco?ding,  butiUndii^,,    The  prkft,  io  giviflg 
/wt^ng,    ^j^  bread,  ufes  tbcfe  words;  Th^  holyfi^  cf  Immaku£X.> 
our  God  of  truths  vihichh  took  ^thel^ify  (^utall:  tQ  which 
thecommuaicant  anfwers^  Amfin,  Amn^    The  deacpa  ccyooi 
^xt,  and  give^  the  wine,  with  a  little  (pooo^  aad  &y$,  tfm 
is  the  blood  of  Je>us^  CiI.KXST,  for  /4?  l\f€  ^  Hid  fi^  fimi 
foul,  an^  for  nterlafting  Itf^'  .   After  wbuc{i»  a  (uhdieacaii 
pours  a  fmall  quantity  of  water  inta  the  palm  of  the  cpmaur 
nicant's  haad»  with  which  he  rin&a  .hia-oioiuth,  apd  fwaUowf 
^t.    To  conclude  tbf?  aitick  of  theip  .  church  worfeip  jia4 
Communion,  which  the  iniflionaJcy  writers  afFcft  to  ftile  ibfic 
ne  laity  ^^^fi »  though,  %^  we  have  feeA.  it  fceafi  fo  little  aaal<^  iq 
not  ad^      *^*^  ^  ^J>^  church  of  R<mie,  eith^  with  r^^gyrd  to  their  ao- 
iwV/«/i»/^  tion  of,  or  the  ccrepiomes  that. accompany  U;  weflxallonlf 
//&*  cifr^-   obferve  farther^  that  wl^ef  ^s  in  the  latter,  or  Mwuih  wfs, 
€eL  the  laity  ftand  in  full  view  of  every  thing  th^t  i%  perfofmc4 

in  it  from  the  begJhping  to  the  end,  in  the  forx<icr  they  ari^ 
excluded  from  (ecijng  every  part  of  the  divinie  fervice,  esccpt^ 
ing  only  the  givipg  thei^  the  communion  at  the  ch9j)d  dopr, 
The  gt^tl  and  the  hearing  qf  the.  gofpel  read  by  the  officiating  prieft, 
readout    withotitthe  chanceU  and  not  at  the  altar  :  neither  doth  wM 
of  it  to      they  call  the  gofpel,  coofift  of  feleft  portions  out  of  the  ^wtt-* 
them.        gelifts  i  bi^t  here  they  divide  the  four  gofpeis  into  fo  manjr 
portions,  that  one  of  them  ferves  th/sm  a  whole  year,  and 
after  that,  the  next  5  fo  that  they  are  four  years  in  goi^ 
through  the  wfaple  x  th^y  likewife  cpnilantly  clofe  thele^^ure 
of  it  with  an  Allelujah,  even  when  the  fervice  is  per- 
formed for  the  dead  p  ;  whereas  the  Roman  church  n^ver  ufct 
that  doxology  but  on  their  three  grand  feflivals  'J.   • 
7i&  V  «»•      Having  now  gone  through  the  different  orders  and  offices 
nafitries'  ^f  the  Ahijinlan  clergy,  it  i^.time  weflioqld  fay  fometbingof 
and  cri/tfri  their  religious  orders,  which  are  hi?re  fo  wimerous,  and  tWr 
of  monks*  monafteries  ftand  fo  thick,  that,  when  they  are  at  their  diviaa 

®  LvDOLPH,  ub.  fup.  1.  V.   §.  54,  &  feq.     Tellez,  ibid. 
Jauric,  Cqping.  i^  al.  plur.  v  {id.  ibid.  ^  Sc^ 

the  Kjom.  mifTal.  H  rit^. 

•  fervice, 


(mkfi,  oae  canoot  hear  ttmm  chaai&fig  didr  prayers  aftdi 
p&hn$  at  one  place,  wlthput  hearlag  one,  or  more,  doloi^ 
tbe&ne  at  another ;  iofbauicK,  that  one  may  fee  fometim^ 
m,  throe,  pr  more^  ftandiag  within  the  hearing  of  each 
other  \    Their  mufic,  indeed^  maft  of  courfe  be  very  loudp 
notooly  from  the  number  and  loud  ypioe$  of  the  fingers,  bu( 
fiom  the  number  of  iaftromenta  that  are  heard  witft  them : 
jddb  are  commonly  drums  ai^d  tabors,  of  iSsveral  forma  ai?ui 
'  es ;  to  which  they  add,  the  ftampiog  with  their  feet»  IHke^* 
;ihe  gronnd  with  their  IpAgftafs,  6c>  oil  which  increafc? 
xioife»  and  helps  to  convey  the  vcHC^ftiU  father,    fiefidfli 
this,  we  are  told,  that  almoft  everyone  of  thofe  mona- 
hath  two  churches,  or  chapelSi,  the  one.  for  the  iqn, 
pthcr  for  the  wopaen;  b«t  wh^i^,  or  whence,  this  cu- 
was  introduced  amoi^  them«  19  jciot.eafy  to  ^piefs  from  /i^^^  fi^ 
of  their  records,  any  more  than  the  breci{e  time  whe&iitfrAAadl 
monaftLclffe  began^  and  how,  or  by  whom,  it  waaintro* 
',  and  of  what  orders  the  firft  fDimders  o^  tb^ft;  mo];ia% 
were.    Such  a  tedious  ea^^uiiy,  could  we  ibike  any 
lility  out  of  the  monkifli  flories  we  have  left,  would  he 
n  to  our  purpofe  '•  .  The  ancient  chronicle  oi  Jxuma^ 
quoted  in  thia  chapter,  teUs  us,  that  in  tkf  d^yi  (^heirr^ 
old,  many  tmnksa^rn^  from  ti^vkf  "wh^lled^hhiean^^^^f^^ 
nine  pf  ivbmnjlaid in  the  kingdm  qfTigce,  4^n4 ^acb^^^^i  *• 
than  ere&^  4<  churcb  of  his  ruan  nam^  :  and  the  author 
life  of  Tckia  ifaymancut,  adda,  that  he  came  ta  tie 
^  ^ery  rf  Daimo,  byiliky  Abba  Agarayi,  one  tfthc  niak 
fibies  above-mentionedj^    v;h$  cwnfi  difo  from  Rum  an4 
t  in  tie  days  fj/^  Almida,  ^^^A^Salodeba,  the  pre^ 
r  q^Tacena;  and  tiat  tbefe  ninff  like  Jo  many  bright         .     - 
filed  tie  ifforld /with  tbeir  brigbtnefs.    Tiie  people 
ferds  found  aanies,  it  ^^ems^  for  the  other  dght;  ibr 
W€  Ihall  refer  the  reader  to  the  2&argin(H),  and  only 

.gb|erve| 


^L»90,  voy:  3..  p.  77,  ic  feq. 
^Bons.  Mends z,  diiicrt.  ap.  .Tillsz,  Li. 
.ilc.4.iii.  3,  pair. 


t  De  his,  vidf  Ai.* 
c.  16.   Lvi)tPi.nt» 


(H)  Th^fc-  were  jOflfu  P4»- 
$dnn»  Jhbm    Guarimai    4iba 

MaHo$^  calb^  alfo  Qnba,  or 
hnokeni  all  which  we  have 
^oiep  to  fat  down  here,  a€« 
cbrdiDg  as  they  are  fpcU  byla-; 


ther  ^eS^y  out  of  the  abov^ 
accoaot  of  the  pat^iaidi  Mm^ 
de%t  in  order  to  ihew  pur  read-* 
ers,  that  even  abating  the  almoft 
unavoidable  incorreSaefs  of  the 
orthography  in  tranfcribing 
them  out  of  the  Ethispic  into 
l^in  0|  fmmi^u  there  is  no^ 
one. 


^  ^It  AfnanH^cry  of '         B.  X  VL 

dbferye,  '^hat  one  of  them,  and  one  only,  appears  of  &/-^^>fc  ■ 
eRtraft,*1?/2:.  that  of  Pa7it,aleonf  who  became  a  founder  of» 
Tcllex*/  atioth'cr  rti6riaftery.  It  is  therefore  very  difficult,  from  thefe' 
account  twt5'"'-kc6unts;  w  fbt,  iiot  only  the  preclfe  time  of  their  arri-' 
fitained^  ral,.  but"  the  trueifnport  of  the  word  Rtim,  whether  it  ijieans 
^i«ff^'£o7ne  or'Gh4ce;'znA''yet'the  patriarch  ^^//Ao;j|ft  Mtndes^' 
'  harib  not'fcru^Ied  .to  fix  it  between  the  former  and  the  year  . 

•    .  if/b  ^  ^^o ;'  and  the  meaiiing  of  the  latter. to  (7n?rr^,' rather  ' 

thkrj'3f(^^,  dtn  the* 'tare  evidence  of  thc^name  of  Pant alcon  ; 
inij  i'(i 'Infer  from  thence/ that  ^«/m  meaitts 'no  other  than  A>ii/ 
JP^^w^;  "the*  name  which  Conjt&ntine  the  drpat  jgave  to  theiHC* 
tV6p<!^tiB7iPMs  new^^^  '\  •  /       .  '  * 

Pjru1tf»</  ''^Tiurflibrt  fkete^'  May'ferW^'at  oiicc  to  fhew  the  uncer- 
Anthony  taiSt^  '<^  thofe  two' records;  If  they  wefe  rightly  'undcrftood' 
m^'ihe  by  ^e  interpr^terV  ai^d'the;  poor  fliifis.here  ufcH  to  fix.  the* 
-^/^^'^'■tm^Avflen,  and  country  whence,  the  monaftic  rlife  was  firlt' 
^^*  prbptt^a'ted  throui;h  this  'topire ;  arid  all  this,'  for  aught  apr''^ 

pear^  tcrtlie  toattary;  Un^rely  tb  gire  Hhe  honour  of  it.  t<?' 
fonxe;6f  thofe  entliyfiaflfc'/^  we  read  fircfr 

iticredipk  wonders  yi  Jf^^ir  ^fcefic  l^eiids,  IBch  in  particulafrt 
as  Wdre  their  two ^  filmed '^eroes;-  Pdi^tiM Anthony  ^:    Net- 
ther^i*^^^,  ^  rtof  arty  dP  the  -Portuguefi  Writers,  could  be.  ig; 
.    ,   ,  '~      r^brati.t,  *that  this^  afceiSc^fe'Hyd  Jbteti'feVeral  centufies  ^^. 
gregit  vbgue  arrd  efteem^among  .the -^^^j  both  in  Pdlcftirht^ , 
The  Effe-.  and  in  Bgy/>i  ;  wlt'rfefs|*^he  Sj^enians  iirthe  forifier, '  fo'  imiQ^'.; 
lamsand  celebrated'' by  fd^phuY^^i  and'  tK^' 'T^erdffeiites' in  '^gypt^ 
Thera-      jrmply  defcrrbed'by^iP^^c/*  ^  of  bcJt!i:'\vhicK  fefts  we  havi'* 
peotes       giVen^attU  a:ccouht4n':our  AritTierrt-  ffiftbfy^ ;  both  wbbft 
IThi^^^k    ?y^?,  rules,  feHreni€irt;'pret}vand"ai!flerities,  were  the  <a6rf  - 
^P-  ^f^  perfeft '  patterns  aii^  \qurnte/rence.of^-'^fie  -afcetic'-  life  ;^:Mifo*'  . 
'^cersof'  ""^^^  .'^Mt  •  many  leawied  men  haveTDeeri'mduced  to  beHeve 
ibe  mona-  th^elattef  to  have't'^ert  a  Chriftian-ordtfr oFafcetics,  iafti'tiited^ 
Sic  life      fty^Sri/MirJ^  -fitft  'patriarch  6i Jil(^7tdriar  and*^'t!iat-  PhiU  ^ 
here.         jbad'Teprefented  them  as  a  fet  of  Jevjijh  monaflics,  in  com- 

'  *  ^^  ibb'.  {uip,  .  «  Vid:  int.  al/SruRjaVs  Afcetics,  ■  pafll 

«'•  fi^h  Jud.  1":  ii  c.  7/  ' '  *'  De  vita  Conttinplat.  r  SAe 

vol.  ii.  p.  439.  X.  478,  &  feq.  480j'&  feq.      ^     .      »•  *' •     -4 

6ne;;  except  the  £rft,  til  at  doth  opinion,  that  will  haVe  4lU)re 
nbt  pi  ftifily  appear  to  be  ^fffe-  ftine  afcetics  to  have  come  €r&t4 
^mvtSyriac^cn  CMdee'exija^t  Greece  ot  Tbrace,  merely  be- 
to  any  man  that  hath  but  a  "mo-  caofe  one  of  them  happens  to  Bft 
derate  fcnowlcgc  'of  thofe  called  by  ai  Gr^^/J  name,  whilft 
torfgues  ;  for  by  tHistHey*  will  thofe  of  the  other  eight  p\kin¥f 
be  able  to  judge,  ko^*  ^VaVpefd  appear  to  b*  of  a  quite oppofice 
thatauthbVratiit  beHd^Bii'OWtt  efictrail.    /     '     /   ' 

'  \  plimettt 
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plimenc  to  his  own  nation  *  i  though  he,  bdng  a  'native  o( 

Alexandria^  and  coteiAporary  with  St.  Mark^  would  hardly  •   , 

have  dared  to  have  n<n  only  challenged  them»  but  reprf^euted 

^m  as  a  fraternity  of  a  much  longer  ftandlng,  IF,(, before 

that,  they  had  not  been  in  being  long  before  that  evang^llfl.  ;    .    .  ^ 

HcDce  others  have  fuppofed,  with  greater 'probabilit}?)(ha£ 

many  of  thofe  Therapeutes,  being .  afterwards  converted  '  bjf.^ 

liiffl  to  Chriitianity»  feparated.  themrel;ves  from  their  .Jrwifif 

brethren,  and  formed  themfelves  into  ChriAian  focietles  uur 

^  the  proteftionancT.dircftion  of  that  ^patriarch  \      .    '■    . 

However  that  fee,  we  need  not  go  now  fo  far  a?,7>5ra^^  ^ 

Q€  Conftantinople  for   the  meaning  of  the  wordJSvm,  Ance 
Rfon  Mi/raim  means  no  more  than.  Higher  or  Upper  Egypt, 
myibkh  thefe  ^fcetips,  fwarmed.  .  Neither  need  we  defcend 
i^hw  as  the  fifth  century,  for  the  firft  iHtroduflion  of  them  Muc&  ear" 
hssyAhijJinip.^  ilnce  their  neighbourhood  to  it^,  the  conform  Her  than 
mity  of  religion,  cuftoms^  6c.  which  we  have  obferved  thro'  the  fifth  ^ 
&i&^  and  fome  other  chapters,  not  to  mention  the  boafted  ^^^^^O'* 
pedigree  of  the  Abijfman.  princes  from  Sokmorit  could  hardly 
&Uqf  invitng  even  thi^Jewifb  Therapeutes  thither  ;  efpecially 
as  the  country  cviery-where  abounds  with  rocky  folitudes,  the 
mB&  adapted  to  a  reclufe  and  afcetic  life,   and  the  inhabi- 
jta|a|s  are  fo  naturally  inclined  to  it.    ^And  how  mudi  more  Since 
[«afily  may  we  fuppofe  tkem  to  have  fpread  themfelves  over '^^^'^^f^'^r 
'^^emjure^  foon  after  its  converfion  to  ChrifUanity,  if  we*^^*^^^ 
'  wBiit,  as  we  may  "with  great  probability,^  that  many  of  them  ^^fii^- 
I  Mame  profdytcs.  to  the  gofpel  fo  early  as  St.  M^ar/fe's  patri-  ^^^^;/*' 
ardtate,  and  formed  themfelves  into,  focieties  under  his  rule  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
aijd  government  i.     ..  rules  of.  ^ 

One  thing  we  are  very  fureof,  that  thofe  monafteries  oilifi.     '   * 
JBnffinia  bear  no  refemblance  at. all. to  thofe  of  xh& Roman ^ 
Creekf  Armenian,  and  other  Chrifli^n  churches,  either  with 
J^rd    to   tiheir  ftrufture,    forni,   church-feryice,   gpvern- 
aient,  difcipline,  and  way  of.  life  j  but  appear,  in  all  theife 
points,  the  very  tranffrripts  of  thofe  of  the  EJ/enia?is  and  Tbe» 
rapeutesy  as  defcribcd  by  Jofephus  and  Philo. .'  Inftead  of  be*  ^iteop- 
'inginclofed  withi|i  ftout  high  walls,,  they  appear  only  like  {opofiteto  mil 
joaay  large  villages,  or  pari(hes,  in  which  every  monk  hath  ^^^^ 
his  hut,  or  cell,  at  a  diftance  from  each  other.     Inftead  of* 
being  confined  ^^ithin  their  \vall$,  and  not  being  permitted  to 
fill  out  without  the  fuperior's  leave,  thefe,  except  at  the  times 

'*  Vid.  fiitstB.  A'nCiHift,  J.  ii    c.  17:    Bellarmik,  Faro- 
miis,  MoNTFAUcoN,  Basnage,  &al.       ^         .a  V;4.,D«.Ufi^ 

T*IGLAND,    BaSNAG£,    PriDEAUX,   &  al.  ^'^  Pq  li^lS, 

▼id.  KvsEB,  *&  auft.  fup.  citat.  '   '  . 

'•  '  z  "'    of 
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'    and.  that  .no  inconfiderablc  one,  when  they  happen  ta   be 
.    ,  worldly  men,  arifcs  from  the  grant,  or,  as  we  may  then  more 

i  properly  term  it,  the  proftitution  of  difpenfations^  of  which 

they  are  the  fole  difpofers,  as  having  no  bi/hops  under  them 
to  (hare  that  privilege,,  nor  any  comptroller  over,  them  to 
oblige  them  to  keep  clofe  to  the  tenor  of  their  canons ;  fb 
that  in  many  inllances  they  extend  their  power  to  a  fhameful 
•  •  degree  beyond  it  *.  They  likewife  have  the  fole  privilege  of 
ordaining;  and  this  brings  them  likewiife  a  coniiderable  ia- 
come  ;  few  or  none  being  received  into  holy  orders,  unlefs 
they  fend  fome  equivalent  offering  before-hand  to  gain  theai 
admittance. 
tJhidt  ^^'^  beiideS  fhefe,  which  we  may  fUle  limoniacal  perqui- 

n>€ry  confix  fites,  they  have  certain  lands  affigned  to  them  jln  the  king- 
4lerahie.  '  doins  QiTigrCj  Gojani,  ^nd  Dembea,  of  which  they  are  the 
fole  farmers.  The  firfl'of  thefe  are  comJ)uted  to  bring  them 
in  about  forty  or  fifty  oakus,  or  ounces,  of  gold,  per  ami.  or 
about  four  or  five  hundred  jrieces  of  eight  (E) :  thofeof  Dem- 
bea  and  Gojam  afford  them  a  more  than  fufEcieat  quantity  of 
provifions  for  their  own  table,  the  remainder  pf  which  he 
difpofes  of  to  his  own  profit :  to  this  we  may  add  a  kind  of 
public  gathering  of  fait  and  cloth,  which  is  yearly  made  for 
him  througK  the  empire,  and  amounts  to  a  coiifiderable  v^ 
lue  ^  ;  all  which  put  together,  makes  up  a  very  confi'derable 
revenue  ;  ^nd  the  more  fo,  as  their  lands  ar^  fre^  from  all 
taxes  to  the.<emperor,  and  their  other  perquifites  fq  extenfive 
and  arbiirary*  *  Add  to  this,  that  they  have  no  particular  ca*^ 
thedral,  npr,fumptuou$  palaces  to  keep  in  repair,,  nor  hardly 
any  officers  and  underlings  to.  pay  fairies  to Vthcle'commonly 
arifing  from  the  nature  of -their  places,  which  they  know  full 
Well  how  to  make  the  moft  of  *=. 
fhi  Deb-  '^^^^  ^^^^  order  of  ecclefiaftics,  if  not  in  rank  and  dig- 
<iata»,'b^  nity,  yet.  in  vogue  and '•e'f]:e^m>  .is  th^t  of  the  Dekaras,  of 
^tofJarj/  whom  we  have  already  given  fome  account  upon  another  oo 
cafion^'.  Thefe  are  neither  priefts  nor  deacons,  but  a  moa- 
grel  kind  of  Jewi/b  levites,  pr  *xiianters,  who  afTift  at   all 

.    ?  TELiEa^XuDotPH,  etal.fup.  citat.  ":  *  Id.ibid» 

«  fd.ibJd^  ..:    >^  See  WfoTie,  p»  U9(ti[},  .141,.. ct  fcq. 

(E)  This  branch  was. once  of  500  crowns  ^^«r»*  which  h 

^  more  CQn£&erahle,  but  was  (on  thence  called  eiia  dbuka,  or  the 

ivhat  occafion  we  are  not  told)  abnna*s  fine»  and:  la  (bnk  into 

charged  with  a  yearly  kind  uli  -the  emperor's  cofied  (11).  >    / 

fine,  by  the  .tm^otiTbiodoref  ...               .. c;   .  .    »  * 

(  X I }  Debecy  v/J.  L«  Grand  digihat^  ISi  ^  HUrarcb,  MJim  /.  3  5  ^ 

public 
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decfiMJitid  reverenced  than  the  reft,  by  the  balk  6E  Ac 

l8T  d^retttm  eo  riiofe  of  the  nKinaftlc  kind ;  thej  like- 
irifedHftr  ftom  thcfe  rf  the  C*riftfan  churches  in  many  other 
pticttknf,  which  ^t  have  no  tixae  td  dwell  upon ;  fuch  as« 
btte  form  and  finffturc  of  their  churches,  which  we  have 
tfewherc  had  occafion  to  defcrlbe ;  and  by  their  roundneft, 
JMC8,  afid  choir,  iccm  to  anfwer  much  more  to  the  fyni-  Freywnt 
pptscf  ihtEJenidns  and  Therapeutes ;  the  ablutions  after  abltiti9Mu 


vUn  a  finatt  bow-iiot  Of  ike 
(kmch  aod  monaftery  iatd  to 
iwe  beea  bnik  by  him,  and 
afled  from  kirn  Btth  Pm^«&m) 
WfecQ  fb&ndiog,  vi«.  the  lit* 
ft  tower  wiiere  he  waa  (hot.  ap» 
ttlfificed  by  ;he  emperor.  Be- 
^eea  the  church,  attd  the  city 
*Hr«'ttetttiofned,  is  Ificewife 
jkni  Uec^eto  which  ha  fire- 
pat^  letiied,  wttch  coniifts 
firas  apartmcnti^  faaWA  by 
baad  iaio^  r^ck.  One 
whkh  ii  tha  entrance 
tkrei^  and  hath  its  door 
ingtlie  w^ft,  is  fifteen  ca- 
bug,  and  abont  four  in 
dth.  Ac  Ae  end  of  it  are 
^^i^  litde  rooms,  ih  the 
lMi#Fa  erefs  at  the  entrance, 
«l(fif wiriab  is  nm  sa^ib  lonf , 
ll(titttO]i(shefi|^t^hlHid,  to- 
fintsdiafofKht  u  fbortabiis 
tide,  and  die  others  opj[k)£fie 
Ki  it,  fix  cubits  ;  and  all  the 

CuilyiQ^  round  ihofe  caves 
aiqnare  wall  about  it  f  r6). 
tins  place  is  honourea  by 
^MrffiiUant^  as  being  thlt  CO 
*tk  the  emperor  Caieir  re- 
.fcififte^  he  had  gained  alig- 
Uliatey  orer  a  ^j^^tkiijS^  king 
4  fc  Hmtrkes^  and  becook 
mlf  ta  a  redoie  life  i,  and 
vs  tomb,  as  well  as  that  of 
^PantaUon,  are  ftill  (hewn 


xn  the  chnrck  ahove-mendoned; 
which,  wt  are  told,  was  laid 
open  by an'earthqtiake,<?i».i6309 
bat  rrpairad  toon  after  bf  the 
menka  (17). 

Of  ihe  other  fort  of  hennki^ 
was  the  JUa  H^s,  firaamed 
GuUap  or  Swgllen^  who-lifed 
on  a  high  barren  rock,  and 
bnik  a  cnarch  upon  it.  Hence 
die  Ahijpnes  (if  our  author  (iH) 
nnderftood  them  right)  firnamed 
hkn  S^ofMn,  becaufe  thofe  that 
pafied  fa^thefootof  thenie«ni* 
taift  lifed  to  fay,  VKhat  ^  higk 
j0»Qli€n  monk  it  tins  /  But  from 
the  affiaity  of  the  EiJtiofic  to 
the  HeiriWf  ChaUu^  &c.  aa 
the  occafion  of  his  nkk-name» 
we  (hottlil  rather  think;  that 
the  epithet  Ctf^tf  [txOeboah^  as 
the  Hgbrew  hath  it)  meant  lofty, 
orftatdy,  alMlngtehisfittta* 
tion^  HoWdirer  that  be,  all 
thofe  nme  monks  are  reckoned 
very  gfeat  faints  and  miracle- 
workers;  and>  among  other 
wonders  of  that  kind,  are  re-^ 
corded  to  have  caufed  a  huge 
fefpent,  which  ufed  to  devour 
men,  children,  and  cattle,  to 
btfrft  ai^nder,  by  the  hare  vir- 
tue of  t^tr  pray^.  "^err^ 
whacker  they  did  not  give  him 
fiiciiaifnp,  asi>«yMrV/is  faid  to 
have  done  to  the  Balylo«iJl^ 
dragon  (19)? 


4" 


W  AlpM.  Mtnirn^  ^.  Teffex^  A  i.  e»  17.  (t?)  £/.  nrd. 

^  U,  iik.fM^.        (19)  AfPcrjfS,  ^Dan,  Hifi.  ifBt!^  Dtag.  -utrj.  -7. 

^vcf. 


,^.^^ 


any  accideatal.  defilements,  obfervatioo  of  the'iafcbatfa,  .(&• 

cumcifiori,  and  other  Jewijh  rites ;  and  more  particularljr  j)i 

Uorttfca-  the  proper  choice  of  thqr  other  works  of  moptifiq^doa. 

iions.        They  know  not  the  ufe  of  the  monkifli  difcipline,  and  othar 

punifhments,  which,  perhaps,  rather  ftimulate  than  daisy 

•  the  flefhly  appetites ;  inftead  of  which,  they  will .  plunge 

ihemfelves  into  the  coldeft  rivers,,  and  continue  in  them,  witii 

the  water  up  to  their  chin,  for  fome  hours  together,  aaf 

even  whole  days,  in  the  coldeft  weather  *;  the -very  appi^ 

henfion  of  which  penance  would  be  enough  to  throw  fomcoJF 

the  moft  ,moi:tified  monks  of  Rome  and  Greece  into^a  quartaft 

ague.     We  omit  fome  other  penances  of  the  like  natur^ 

which  are  ftill  more  auftere,   and'almoft  incredible,   hv^ 

'which'  father  Jbneydct  relates  as  things  of  his  own  knowlegc} 

Not  unlike  ^^^  which  we  here  meation,  not  as  worthy  of  a  greater  ifk 

$hofe  of     gree  df  praife,  but  as  conformable   to  thofe  rigorous  otA 

/i^^Effe-    which  were  fo  common  among  thefe  Judaic   ^fcetics,,fro^ 

aians.       whom  they  in  all  probability  adopted  them.  \ 

This  is  the  true  cafe  of  all  thofe  fo  highly  extolled  mo* 

naileries  ;  all  whofe  boafled  grcatnefs  chiefly  coniifts  in  tMi 

--  number  of  their  religious,  and  the  vaft  extent  of  the  Ii 

fV^hn£    f^^y  poflefs  i  in  every  one  of  which  we  fee  nothing  but  meani 

^  '  their  very  churches  and  chapels  are  moft  of  *  them  thatcj 

Qy     J      and  void  of  all  ornaments,  except,  perhaps,  fome  fewordii 

paintings  r  yet  they  are  well  lined  with  timber  on  the  infiji 

and  have  fome  accommodations  for  the  old  and  weak  to  1( 

their  elbows  upon,  becaufe  they  chaunt  all  their  fervice 

ing.     They  have  neither  refeftories  nor  lialls,  and  their 

are' of  day,  fmall,  low,  thatched,  and  as  meaQly  fumi 

within  as  they  are   adorned  without:,  every  thing- withii 

them  is  anfwe^-^ble  to  their  mortified  life ;  their  beds  a  pooij 

Choirs.      mat,  lying  upon  the- floor;  their  chairs  and  tables  of  dulj 

fame,  only  raifed  a  little  higher  with  earth  ^  J 

There  .are  two  different  orders  of  them,  whoarccallei 

by  tlie  name  of  their  founders,  or  rather  reformers,  vim 

thofe  of  ^ekla  Haymanout^  and  of  Abba  Enjiatius ;  tlje  fePj 

mcr  a  native  oi  Jlthihpiay  and  the  latter  of  Egypt :  the  ordfl 

Genera!     <>f  the- former  have  a  kind  of  general  amongft  them,  whopft 

they  call  Ikeguey'vih.o  is  chofen  by  the  abbas,- or  heads.  4( 

every  monafleryuqder  him  ;  .the  Other  have  'Onlyaiiiperio^i 

ftiled  abba,  or  father,  over  each  monaftery,  chofen  by  tBi 

majority  of  votes  of  the  monks  belonging^  to  it;  but  whc* 


•  lid.  ibid.  f  lid.  ibid. 


fteraimoally  or  trienniaUy,  we  arc  not  told  (K).     The  habit  Mias 
of  both  is  afiioft  the  fanic ;  or,  to  fpcak  more  prbpbrly ,  dif-  ^w  ^»  • 
fers  ia  each'  particular  ;  'for,  ekcept  their  aflisema,  zmong^''^i^^' 
ttc  abbas  t)r  priors,  who  are  the  only  order  that  wear  it^*^' 
M  which  i^  only  a  little  braid  of  three  thongs  of  red  leather,  jif;,^//^ 
tkkh  they  put  about  thdr  nctks,  and  fallen  with  an  irop  or  i,ahit  v«- 
tioppo"  hook,  every  one  cloathes  himfelf  as  he  thinks  fit,  or  rious,  but 
as  he  can  bell:  afford,  but  aH  of  them  meanly ;  and  the  cloth  mean. 
orfldn,  which  covers  their  body,  is  girt  about  them  with  a 
leattera  ftro}).     Sbme  of  them  50  bare-headed,  like  all  the 
lliiy;  others  wear  a  kind  6£?flSt;* others  fome  for t of  cap^; 
M  fane  cover  their  head^^tli  a  piece  of  cloth.     Thofe 
who  affeft  a  more  afcctic  life,  now-and-then,  as  their  fancy 
*  rdigion  leads  them,  retire  into  the  defarts,  and  come  out 
agdi,  diftingtilih  themfelyes  at  pleafure ;  fome  fcy  a  yellow 
ftb,  hollowed'  and  woriabout.their  neck ;  others,  by  a  piece 
rfcloth  of  the  fame  colour,  and  Ihape ;  a  third  fort,  by  a  black 
Bid  of  mangle,  which  they  thtow  over  their  fliirt  or  caflbck,; 
which  laft  is  commbnljr  whiw,  and  gitt  with  a  leathern  thong 


;t 


■*!(K)  VMi  ABiJftnes  cclebraie  oheWas,  that  they  ftould  have 

S8  thtir  fdUvW j  with  uniifn^l  AnlAegue,  Or  geiieraJi  over  the. 

Iilemmtyr,  efpecially  that  of  the  Vi^hole  order,  wholliould^keep* 

Iraefi  which  is  kept  on  the  \As  circular  vlikation  through 

^^of^Mgiift-  iuid  the  «4itb  of  all  their  monaftdrie*  ^t  proper 

mmher  j  h^fkA^  which,,  *they  feafons ;  which  dignity  becamb 

pyeauother.in  memory  of  the  thehighe!leoclefiaIicai  one  next' 

fcnllaiion  of  hi?  relicks,  in  the  to  the  A^una*  Wc  dmit  the  mi- 

mth  of  May,     Th^c  t>f  the  raclesj  apparitions,writings,  an4 

Wtet,  is  only  bfice  a  year,  ill  the '  6ther  'feats,  which  are  recorded 

tomhof  ^^.  They  relate  fe-"  of  him  in  his  life,  ahd  other  dP 

^ffftlwondel's  of  them  both.  '  their  legends. 

*  ftilalkpiatfpiit^  they  iky,  had  The  fame  are  related  of  £«- 

^  the  ateeftie  life  fome  confix  ftaHusy  not  worth  mentioning  • 

lerable  tiiiie  in.  the  defart  of  only,  aiposg  the  roles  which  hfe 

l^u,  with  fuch  abftinenie  ,  gave  them,  he  4id  not  oblige 

fxlmortificationsasare  almoft  them  to  chufe  a  foperior,  or 

Jicredible,  till  at  length  coming  Ikegue,  over  them  j  which  thejf 

^  MiJJtniay  with  Inkny  others  attribute  to  his  going  from  thead 

,  9  Ms  tellow- hermits,  he  was  into  Armenia^  and  dying  there, 

wfei  to  fiiccecd  !?^^^«  ^<?/?'«?»*/  without    naming    a   fuccefibr* 

'■  tkc  ftbbaihip,  who  was  the  For  which, reafon,  they  are  con- 

^rdr  io  fuccefiion  to  Ahba  Av  tented  with  an  abba  to  prefide 

1*17,  the  firft  abbot  in  Zthio-  in  each  monaftery,  who  is  one 
^\  2nd,  amnng  other  iiiftittt-  .  of  their  own  chafing  (20). 

tioas  which  he  left  among  them,  , 

(20)  TelleK^ Li,  f.  t7,.l?«    tttdolpb,  /.Hi.  c.  Zip^ff,  '- 

\    Moi>.  Hist.  Vol.  XV.  L                              like 
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•  and.  that  .no  inconfiderablc  one,  whea  they  happea  ta  be 
worldly  men,  arifes  from  the  grant,  or,  as  we  may  then  more 

i  properly  term  it,  the  proftitution  of  difpenfations,  of  which 

they  are  the  fole  difpofers,  as  having  no  bi/hops  under  them 
to  (hare  that  privilege,,  nor  any  comptroller  over  them  ta 
oblige  them  to  keep  dofe  to  the  tenor  of  their  canons ;  fo 
that  in  many  inftances  they  extend  their  power  to  a  fliameful 

•  •  degree  beyond  it '.     They  likewife  have  the  fole  privilege  of 

ordaining ;  and  this  brings  them  likewife  a  confiderable  in- 
come ;  few  or  none  being  received  into  holy  orders,  unlefs 
they  fend  fonie  equivalent  offering  before-hand  to  gain  them 
admittance. 
t^ds  ^^'^  beiideS  fhefe,  which  we  may  ftile  limoniacal  perqui- 

n>€fy  confi'  fit?s,  they  have  certain,  lands  affigned  to  them  jln  the  king- 
'der^bU.  doms  ^iTtgre^  Gojasiu  ^nd  Dembea^  of  which  they  are  the 
fole  farmers.  The  firft'of  thefe  are  computed  tp  bring  them 
in  about  forty  or  fifty  oakus,  or  ounces,  of  gold,  per  ami,  or 
about  four  or  five  hundred  jrieces  of  eight  (E) :  thofe  of  Dem- 
bea  and  Gojam  afford  them  a  more  than  fu/Ecient  quantity  cf 
provifions  for  tlieir  own  table,  the  remainder  pf  which  he 
difpofes  of  to  his  own  profit :  to  this  we  may  add  a  kind  of 
public  gathering  of  fait  and  cloth,  which  is  yearly  made  for 
him  through  the  empire,  and  amounts  to.  a  considerable  val- 
ine ^  ;  all  which  put  together,  makes  up  a  very  confiderable 
revenue  ;  ;ind  the  more  fo,  as  their  lands  ar^,  fre^  from  all 
taxes  to  the  emperor,  and  their  other  perquifites  fq  extenfive 
and  arbitrary* '  Add^  to  this,  that  they  have  no  particular  ca-, 
thedral,  hpr  fumptuoug. palaces  to  keep  in  rjipair^ .  nor  hardly 
any  officers  and  underlings  to.  pay  falaries  to';  thele'commonly 
arifing  from  the  nature  of -their  places,  which  they  know  fuU 
Well  how  to  make  the  mofl  of  *=. 
tht  Deb-  '^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ecclefiaffics,  if  not  in  r^nk  and  drg- 
*tataij,  "or  nity,  yet.  in  vogue  and'-ef^e^m^  .is  th^t  of  the  Debtaras,  of 
'^kmtten^  whom  we  have  already  given  fome  account  upon  another  oo 
cafion^.  Thefe  are  neither  priefls  nor  deacons,  but  a  moflr 
grel  land  of  Jewijb  levites,  pr  'xiianters,  who  aflifl  at  all 

>    »  TELiEa^XuDotPH,  etal.fiip.  citato  •  .  *  Id.iWd* 

«  fd.ibJd^  ..:    -  •^  See  b\?f<WB,  p,  ii9(ti[},  .141,. et  feq. 

(E)  This  branch  wa«.once  of  500  crowns  ^r «»».  which  it 

more  confiflerable,  but  was  (on  thence  called  eda  dbuka,  or  thf 

what  occafion  we  are  not  told)  abnna*s  fine»  and:  is  finik  iflta 

charged  with  a  yearly  kind  of  -the  emperor's  cofiecs  (ii)*"'    ' 

fine,  by  the  .emperor  :fi&#a<&rv,  -  .       i               ..  0;,   ,      »  * 

( X I }  Deboc,  vfJ.  L€  Grand  Hgiftat.  1 5,  <&  HUrarcb,  MJpn.  /.  5 5  ^ 

public 


(fadbj  tatdtfwerable  to  tbdr name  and  defiga^  ^ere cidiByThgmoM* 
to  he  foqad  aaiong  the  mod  mountainous  and  folitary  parts/mV/ 
cf  tfeccouatry;  and  are  therrfbrc  called  DehraSr  which>  in^«^-^^ 
die  ii^iV  tongue,  fignifies  botli  a  mountain  and- a  mona-J^^^ 
fajr  aad,  10  the  Hebrrm^  a  ddGirt ;  and  whether  out  of  re-  *''*^'* 
fid  to  their  affinity  to  the  Jews^  or,  as  we  fuppofed  a  littk 
^|^i  bccaufe  they  were  firft  introduced  hidier  by  J.4v>i/b 
fl)»|B»  were  diftinguifhed  either  by  fome  of  the  moft  re* 
ispdable  territories  in  Pal^inc^  fuch  as  Debra  LibanoSy  De^ 
kf^Baan^  or  Bafifan^  IMra,  Tab^i  D^brd  Skiai,  Debra 
^U^  &c.  or  by  fome  rc%ious  Hebrew  Word,  as  Debrd 
9fid^  or  Halkh^b  ^  ;  names  which,  wc  cannot  fuppofe 
#«r  Tekla>  ffaymanotj    the  Ethiopian^ ,  nor  Eiiftace^    the 
i8ri*wfl,  wo^ild  ever  have 'thought  to  have-  pven  to  thofc 
Wh  uQlufs  we  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  themfdves  of 
Mk  atraA,  or  that  they  had  been  bng  befpre  called  by 
iaaby  fome  more  aniient  founders^  whether  of  the£^i^ 
'  Utrdpeutk  order,  and  Were  fulTered  to  retain  them  by 
)fc  two  new-comers.  ^ 

BiTHBRTO  we  have  only  given  oui*  readers  a  gen«^l  de^  Some  of- 
^"  of  thofe  religious  communities;  they  would  not  the  chief  - 
be  difpkafed,  if  we  here  fubjoin  fome  farther  zc^bnesde^ 
of  two  or  three  of  their  moft  cclet)tated  one«>  to  tn^firibed^ 
them  to  form  an  idea  of  the  reft.     But  here  it  is  that  we 
[ttlte  at  a  lofe  hoW  tp  reconcile  the  poinpous  account  of  Aitfjpwrr /• 
aotient  comm.unkies  with  the  mean  and  poor  conditioti^^<f!^  ^r 
ithqr,  even  thcrmoft  cetebcafiedof  them»  appear  now^^* 
Sttc^  dreadful  devaibfions  have  the  fteqoe&t  invafions 
^^S»if>.  Oallas,  andother  barbarous  nations^  made^ by 
"effiag  themfdves  of  their  lands,  deftJroying  their  chiircheit 
[hltbitatioas,  and  fordng  them  to  exchange  the  afcetic  for 
^nd  Ufe ;  neither  hate  thi^ir  inteftine  wars  contributed 
^to  their  decay,  and,  with  regard  to  a  great  number  of  • 
ta  their  total  inanition.:  &>  that  one  can  hardly  guefs 
ttbey  ace  recorded  to  have  been,  by.  the  few  fOTr^Wful- 
that  are  left  of  them.     The  chief  of  thofe  that  Ailb 
aajtderable  figure,  are  thofe  that  follow  h 
^BRA  LIB  A  NO  S^  in  the  kingdom  of  Afloi,  is  ftiU  Debra 
\  on  account  of  the  bones  of  Tekla  Haymanot^  of  whofe  LibanoS| 
that  npQ^ery  is,  bdi^  tranflated  into  Its  church ;  oa> 
account  the  Jb^Jman  monarchs  beftowed  gntat  abiui'* 
of  lands.     It  was  alfo  the  fefidence  cf  the  liegrte,  or 
1;  yet  the  ftrufture  of  it  much  exceeds  the  genei-al  de- 
ion  wc  have  given  of  the  refl:.    It  had  a  church  like  the 

^I4il^4»  .     ^  Telle^z^  LvnotPK,  LciBO<  kc»  ubi  fup. 
La  ^    others 
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otjiers,  built  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  round  about  it  were 
the  thatched  houfes,  in  which  the  monks  lived  ;  fo  that  it 
looked  more  like  a  country  town,  or  rather  village,  than  a 
^  f     religious  community  ;  and  till  the  Gallasy  who  made  them- 
^^felves  matters  of  a. great  part  of  that  province,   had  feizedon 
their  vaft  extenfive  lands,  its  chief  grandeur  coniiftcd  more 
in  the,great  multhlide  ci  its  religious  men  than  in  the  beauty 
or  richnefs  of  its  buildings,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  can  defervc 
Ml  mean  that  name.     Since  that  time,  there  are  only  fome  few  Chri- 
in  and      ftians,  who  ftill  live  among  the  rocky  mountains,  called  ^4fni' 
about  it.   has  ^^  and  in  the  monaflery  not  quite  forty  monks.     And  yet 
thiii  place  was  formeily  fo  confiderable,  that  k. confined,  in- 
cluding the  churches  and  little  monafteries  round  about,  that 
were  fubje^b  to  it,  about  10,006  perfons,  according  to  the 
unanimous  reports  of  the  Mijfmes  ^     Since  the  time  of  the 
invafion  of  the  Cailas,  the  IkeguCy  or  general- of  the  order, 
baih  reraovedhis  feat,  into  the  kirfgdom  of  Bagamtmdra^  whi- 
ther the  greateft  part  of  his  monks  followed  him,  and  where 
it  hath  continued  ever  fince. 
Debra         ^DEB RA  B ISJNy  or  Bafan,  was  likewife  built  among 
Bifao.      very  high  mountains,  about  a  day*s  journey  from  Mazo-wa, 
It  belongs  to  the  order  of  St.  Eufiace^  and  was  once  very  fa- 
mous ;  but  hath  been  fince  much  reduced ;  yet  it  is  ftill  famed 
for  being  the  burying-place  of  one  of  their  abbas,  named 
.  Philip^,  whom  they  ftill  honour  as  a  faint,  and  celebrate  his 
feftival  in  the  month  of  Jufy^     One  of  whofe  moft  remark- 
able adlions  was;  that  he  ihewed  fo  much  zeal  for  the  fabbath, 
thajt  he  ventured,  to  go  and  reprove  one  of  then*  emperors  for 
obliging  his  fubjedls  to  work  on  that  day,  and  obtained  a  re-* 
vocation  of  that  impious  edift. 
Debra  But  none  of  tlieir  monafterieis  has'fuficred  fuch  a  fur- 

Hallelu-    prifing  decay  as  that  called  /f<ir//^/?,  or  Hallelujah^  belonging 
j^^*  to  the  fame  order  with  that  of  Debra  Bt/an.     It  is  feated  in 

the  kingdom  of  Tigr^^  about  a  day's  journey  from  the  an- 
tlent  metropolis  of  ^ttjfWOTtf,  on  a  very  high  mountain,  and  in 
Once  *verythe  heart  of  a  fpacious  wood.     Its  noble  ruins,  ftill  to  be 
confider*    feen,  fliew  it  to  have. been  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in 
^^l^  •        the  whole  empire.  The  river  March  runs  along  on  the  north- 
eaft  of  it,  and  waters  the  valUes  below  it,  a  little  before  it 
lofes  itfelf  in  the  ground*.     The  church  was  99  feet  in 
length,  and78  in  breadth,  and  round  about  it  ftood  the 
round  cells  of  the  monks,  very  thick.  The  miflionaries  often 
inquired  of  fome  of  the  oldeft  monks  belonging  to  it,  what 

^  De  his  vid.  fup.  93,  &  feq.       ^  Tellet,  1.  i.  c.  17.  Ludol. 
1.  i.  c.  3.  Lfi  Gramdi  differji.  15*  p.  356.      *  See  before,  p.  «c>2. 
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otimber  of  them  it  might  formerly  contain ;  and  were  an-  mow  «/• 
fwered  by  fome  of  them,  12,000,  and  by  others,  40,000*  n^fin- 
'  Thcfirft  number  is  therefore  fuppofed  to  have  included  only  ^*^^f  '^ 
tiofethat  belonged  to,  and  lived  near,  the  church  ;  and  the  ••'*'*f  • 
other,  thofe  that  were  fcattercd  at  a  greater  diftance,  and  com- 
jwfai  little  communities,  ftibjeft  to  the  great  one ;  which 
>lke)r  confidently  affirm  to  have  amounted  to  ninety  \  having 
ochafufFragan  church,  or  chapel,  depending  on  the  mother 
dorch  above-mentioned.     Here  refiaed  the  chief  abbot  of  ;f^^/^^^  ^f 
fte  order,  who  was  fo  awifiderable  a  perfon,  that  when  he  tl/^ii^ 
went  to  court  upon  any  urgent  buflnels,  he  was  always  .at-  p/  it, 
tended  bj  150^  his  monks  riding  upon  mules,  and  diftin- 
|Kflied  from  the  reft  only  by  a  loofe  gown,  clofe  before,  and 
.Wlhout  fleeves,  having  only  a  hole  in  the  top  to  put  their 
beads  through,  and  which  covered  the  reft  of  their  habit. 
ififdlthis  vafl  number  of  churches,  chapels,  and  cells,  all 
Wtt  remains  now  is  fo  illconfiderable,  that  one  cannot  help  Reduced 
Bog  amazed  how  they  could  undergo  fuch  a  general  ruin,  in  A^^ 
fcrich  and  fertile  a  kingdom,  that  there  (hould  hardly  be  any  *  2,000  to 
h%  left  {landing  to  give  us  an  idea  of  its  priftine  grandeur,  ^^  °^  '  * 
we  except  the  ruins  of  the  church,  long  fince  fallen.     In**^**  ^* 
Kmidftof  which  ftands  now  a  little  one  ;  near  which,  and 
feot  thofe  of  the  fuffragan  ones,  live  about  ten  olr  twelve 
iwiks,  only,  as  it  were,  to  keep  up. the  memory  of  that  once 
Named  a  community,  and  its  no  lefs  celebrated  founder,  a 
Jteted  faint,  named  Samuel  ^  ;  of  whofe  extraordinary  p^-. 
teccs  and  auflerities  they  relate  fuch  wonders  as  exceed  all 
aief.    And  thus  much  of  the  hierarchy  of  the  Abijfinian 
brch. 

SECT.    IX.^ 

l^\h  Faiib  and  PraSfue  of  the  Abiffinian  Churchy 
'  wiibrejpeii  to  the  oiher  parts  of  their  Religion^  and 
/fcf  Errors  into  which  it  has  fallen  finc^  its  Conver^ 
Jfo»  to  Cbrijiianity. 

rHE  Abijfinians  are  juftly  charged  with  profeifing  a  reli-  ^he  Abif- 
ligion  mixed  with  Judaifm  and  Chriftianity,  the  Xaw  fmians 
pi  the  Gofpel.     We  have  already  had  occafion  to  give  a  ^^^P\ 
■fat  number  of  pregnant  ihftances  of  the  former,  from  which  y^  . 
ISrtv;o  lealous  defenders,  the  abbot  Gregory  and  Mr.  Lu'-'^^y^^'^  ^- 
^^^  have  ift  vain  tried  to  difculgate  them.  Yet  we  think  we  ^tl^ial^ 
™ld  be  very  unjuft  to  them,'  if  we  ftiould  charge  that  ^nd  the 
f^ph  with  Judaifm^  or  paying  an  almoft  equal  regard  to  Gof^d^ 

7  Tblles,  ibid,  ad  Hn. 

L  3  the 
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xht^  taw^ef  jW^/,  as.  they  do  to  the  Gofpcl  of  Chr^,  as  -fe- 
verai  of  the  Portuguefii  adffionaries  have  done  *.    We  hope, 
therefore^  our  readers  will  notbedifpkafod^  nor  think  it  cut: 
.  .       of  our  province,  if  wc  endeavour  to  fet  that  important  poiid.*^ 
in  a ,  more  impartial  light,  whereby  they  may  i>e  enabled   to 
make  a  mor^  candi4  judgntent  coincerntng  their  obfervance  of 
fuch  a  variety  of  Judaic  rites,  which  hath  ^ven  occaiion  to 
that  heavy  charge. 
^heir  cirr      We,  therefore,with  regard  to  the  two  great-^ides  alicged  : 
(umcifioi^   againfl  them,  mz^,  circumcifion  and  the  keeping  tlie  fabbatk,  ' 
notinwrr  or  7th  day,  thiiik  it  plain,  not  only  by  their  own  confefllon^  ' 
^  of  the  but,  what  carries  {^  much  ftrongcr  evidence,  their  prafVice,^  ■ 
Molaic     jjj^^  they  do  not  look  upon  dthcr  as  j^ecef&ry  to  falvation  by  ) 
*^V^  i        virtue  of  the  Mofaic  law,  as  the  Jevjs  do,  bat  as  ordained  j 
by  God,  the  one  from  the  creaticui,  and  the  other  to  Abnt-  3 
ham^  the  father  of  the  faithful ;  and,  conipqnently,  not  tl3(  \ 
be  put  qn  the  fame  foot  with  thofi?  other  precq>ts  ami  caex^-^.  } 
monies  which  were  to  be  abrogated  at  the  coming  of  the  Mef-r  ^ 
fiah.     Neither  do  th^y,  2^,  look  upon  circumcifion  as  a  ia-t  '' 
crament  qf  the  fame  indifpenfable  obligation  as  baptifm-    be-i  ^} 
fiaufe  though  they  all  in  general  praftife  it,  yet  they  on]^  f 
enjoin  the  flatter  as  fuch,  and  leave  the  other  as  a  matber  cf  i 
choice,     For  which  reafon,  any  old  woman  may,  and  among  ^ 
nor  he-     the  common  people  ufually  do,  circutncife  the  chUdren;  where^  ^ 
//>W  to   as  none  arc  allowed  to  baptize  them  but  the  prieftsonly ;    and  ^ 
heafacra-  what  i$  ftill  more  remarkable,  if  a  child  be  firft  circumcifed^  ^ 
ment*        he  muft  be  afterwards  baptized  before  he  can  be  admitted  ^  ^ 
member  of  the  Chriftian  church ;  hut,  if  baptized  .before  c5r-  ^ 
cumcifion,  he  is  not  fufFered,  much  lefs  required,  to  be  cir-.  ^ 
^umcifed.     And  this  was  p^dinto  a  canon  of  the  whole  ^ 
churph  about  the  clofe  of  the  12th  century,  at. a  time  ^vhea  ' 
.feme  of  their  patriarchs  had  ventured  to  enioin  it  as  a  matter  ^ 
pf  obligation  and  neceflity  ''.     So  that,  in  aU  tlu$,  -  they  only 
^  ^^  ^     fallowed  St.  PmiN  excelleot  wle,  who,  when  he  wrote  to  *^ 
uofuedhy  ^^^  Galaiians,  whp  had  never  been  circvmdfed,  teUs'them,    ' 
the  apoftle  '^*^  ^f  ^^^7 become  fo,  Chrift will prcfit  them  nothing^.  But*  * 
St.  Pad.   when  to  the  GorhtthianSj  explains  himfelf  more  cl^rly  in   I 
thefe  terms  *  :  Is  any  man  called  being  circimcifed^  lei  hhn  not  " 
become  wicircumcifed^  &c.  (A).  Let  every  maTiqbide  in  tbejhme.  \ 


coiling 

»  Vid.  Almryda's  Letters  to  Alvarez,  Tellez,  &  al.      • 

«  Alvarez,  Ti^LLSz,  Luuolp,  Le  Grand's  pifl*.  S.p.  ^^8^ 

'**  Galat.  V.  2.  *  for. vii,  iB,  &  ie^. 

(A)  It  can  hardly  be  fup*  (pe^to  the  icaqdakias  nietfbod 
nofed,  that  tlie  Apoftle  could,  &at  had  been  forinerly  prac- 
by  thofc  words,,  have  a  retro-    liied  ^y  apoftat^7<fwj,  of  erafe- 
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caBmg  wherein' he  was  called,^  Can  it  therefore  be  wondered 
aty  that  a  oatiod,  which  boafted  to  have  received,  with  the 
jhrj^reii^on,  this  facred  rite  from  Solormn,  and  their  mon- 
zt&  to  be  Im<rally  defcended  frbm  him,  fliould  be  eaiily  per* 
isM  to  give  it  up,  after  fo  plain  a  conceflion  from  the  great 
ifiofes  to  the  Gentiles  ?  or 'could  tho/e  who  converted  them, 
tp  Chrifiianity  reafonabl;  enjoin  them  more  than  that  they 
Aoold  no  longer  receive  it  as  a  facrament,  bur  as  a  rite  c^ 
il^  IndiiTerence  to  their  falvadon  ?  and  hath  not  their  pra* 
&a  ever  fince  plainly  fliewn  how  readily  they  complied  with 
Aktiojnnftion  ?  Can  there  be  a  greater  proof  of  it  than  that  SeSeveJ 
iriiteoppofition  which  their  whole^clergy  made  againft  thofe  tohff 
tf  thdr  JbunaSj  who  would  have  forced  them  to  believe  it  ^'  *»* 
rfjnfifpenfeble  obligation,  and  the  decree  of  thdr  national  4^^^9* 
cgfiodl  againfi  it,  lately  mentioned,  ^ndtheii;' forbidding  any 
"ilj  being  drcumafed  after  he  had  received  the  baptiim  I  If, 
fore,  they  pay  any  religious  regard  to  that  rite,  it  can 
be  on  account  of  its  divine  ori^n,  and  their  having  re- 
d  it,  together  with  the  knowlege  and  worfliip  of-  the 
God,  from  the  great' king  of  Jfrael%  now  no  longer  as 
IK  obligatory  (eal  of  the  old  covenant,  but  as  a  voluntary  and 
"  ikfiil  memorial  of  it^  and  of  their  having  been  formerly 

atte^intoit. 

j^tiiiT  this  regard  to  th^t  antient  rite  is  fo  far  from  hangandau^ 
prerfdly  paid  to  it,  that  nxany  Vf  them  look  upon  it  as  ^litical 
"lical  one,  either  to  preferve  a  diftinAion  between  them  (^ft^m^ 
thofe  nations  who  either  do  not,  or  praAife  it  in  a  dii9e-> 
ttat  manner :  for  the  Ijbmaelifes^  Kdotmit^s,  Sec.  diiier  from 
Jfne  another  in  thdr  manner  of  performing  the  operation  ; 
W  fo  do  the  Abigines  from  the  Jews  ;  tbefe  laft  not  only 
^kumdiing  the  prepuce,  but  teeing  with  their  nails  the 


^  the  fear  or  mark  of  circnm- 

'dpui,  of  which  we  have  given 

iiMeaQOOfiiciR  o«rAacieii|Hi- 

%(l),  The  mcantDig, there- 

rfctiof  ^emcSioncan  b^ 

^odkcr  thjMi  Oe  m^^ttGi^  fet- 

^  afide^  or  ahrogHitiag*  off 

iWkrite.    I^tlusfenie,  a  man 

lay  be  (ud  to  become  nncii^ 

^ci&d,  if,  having  been  cir^ 

tBDcifed,  he  negleas  to  have 

JMdiHdmidrciimdfed.    The 

we  may  be  (aid  of  a  choreic 


which  haviBg  once  received 
that  rite,  doth  afterwards  abo- 
lifli  the  ufe  of  it ;  which  is  what 
the  apoftie  feems  here  to  difap-r 
pioves  and  theiefofc  enjoina 
every  man  to  abide  in  the  lama< 
caUiag  wherdn,  he  was  eall^. 
whether  he  be  circniQciied  or 
nadrcnnicifed ;  feeing  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  is  of  a|i|^ 
inaport  tosvaxds  a  maiCs  fi|]iv&« 
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tejider  Ikiu  which  flicks  round  the  glaas^  whkh  the  former 
do  not.  Or,  fccondly,  in  order  to  promote  propagation,  tQ 
which  they  think  it  contributes  on  fevcral  accounts.  Or, 
thirdly,  to  preferve  thofe  parts  from  contrafling  any  filtb, 
T^hich  they  fay,  if  not  prevented,  in  time  will  create  inflam- 
piations,  cancers,  and  other  inconveniencies  equally  dan- 
gerous ^.  And  it  cannot  doubtlefs  be  with  any  other  view 
that  the  Jbiffinians,  as  well  as  the  anticnt  Egyptians^  fubjefted 
their  female  infapts  toit  j  there  being,  as  is  alleged,  a  kind 
of  cxcref'ccnce,  or  fuperflpous  flcin,  growing  over  the  pu- 
dendum, or  rather  between  the  labia  and  the  nymphae,  whicl^ 
muft  be  refcindcd,  in  order  to  preferve  thofe  fo  ufeful  parts 
clean  from  the  like  natural  defilements,  which  are  no  lef? 
dangerous  in  that  fex  in  thofe  hot  climates.  '  As,  therefore^ 
St.  Pail!  could  not  but  know,  that  many  nations  had,  from 
time  immemorial,  adopted  thi§  cuftom  merely  with  the  like 
indifference,  without  any  other  religious  views,  it  was  natu-j 
ral  for  him  to  cenfure  the  pharifaical  condemning  of  its  pra- 
ftice,  upon  any  other  foot  than  that  of  afcribing  a  facramea* 
tal  efficacy,  which  it  had  not,  in  order  tp  render  it  obliga- 
tory ;  and  therefore  affirms  it  tp  be  a  matter  of  afafolutc  ifl- 
difFerency,  in  oppofition  tp  the  whole  pharilaic^  tribe,  wh(| 
infifted  upon  the  neceffity  of  it. 

The  fame  charitable  and  tender  cautiph  doth  that  great 
apoftle  obferve  towards  his^^w  converts,  ivitb  refpeft  to  fun- 
dry  other  obfervances  and  abftinences ;  for  which,  neverthei 
lefs,  the  Portuguefe  writers  fcruple  not  to  call  tlie  Jhifftniani 
judaizing  church.  Like  many  other  primitive  Chriflians, 
whofe  example  is  ftill  followed  to  this  day  by  fomc  of  the  m<v 
dcrns,  they  obferve  the  fabbath  day,  by  abftaining  from  al| 
laborious  works,  though  they  admit  thofe  of  neceffity ;  fuch 
as  lighting  their  fires,  baking  their  bread,  djefling  their  \> 
ftuals,  and  fuch-like,  which  are  reckoned  unlawful  by  all  the 
Jews.  They  abftain  from  blood,  things  ftrangled,  fwine*$ 
flefh,  hares,  rabbets,  6^.  ufe  fome  purifications  and  waih- 
ings  after  certain  defilements,  and  other  obfervations  of  the 
^  like  nature,  in  conuaion  with  the  Jews ;  and,  for  thefe,  their 
religion  is  reprefentcd  as  a  mixture  of  the  J^wijh  law  and  go- 
fpel.  Whereas,  in  feft,  they  all  in  general  dlow,  that  the 
ceremonial  law  was  abfolutely  abrogated  by  Chrift ;  and  that 
no  one  precepf  of  it  is  binding,  tut.  what  had  previoufly-rc: 
echoed  its  fanftion  from  God.  Thus,  the  fabbath  was  or- 
dained from  the  creation  ^ ;  ^he  abftaining  from  blood  an4 

*  Sec  Act.  HilL  vol.  iii.  p.  2C9,  &  fcq.  &  (R),  xviii.  295- 
*  See  Ant.  Hift.  vol,  iii.  p.  I5.  (abnot.  ^  Ge^.  ii.  3* 

things 


togs  flrangl«d  was  enjoined  to  Noah,  and  his  poftcrjty ';vj*^tf;V 
afld  had  been  accordingly  revived  and  ratified  by  the  whojc-''^^/'^* 
^   college  of  apoftles,  in  their  firft  fynod  at  Jemfalem  *,  and  ^^^' 
i   afterwards  by  feveral  general  and  national  councils  f .  It  was 
I   therefore  in  virtue  oF  this  and  the  Mofak  law,  that  they  ab- 
I  ftaiflcd  from  them.  -  The  fame  may  be  faid  likewjfe  of  lAiAv  Raijinz  •f 
obierving  what  fpine  authors"  ftUe  the  law  of  Levirate^  which^^'^  ^«  « 
pbliges  a  man,  if  Jjis  married  brother  die  without  iflue  male,  ^J^  ^^' 
,  to  marry  his  widow,  and  rgifc  up  feed  to  keep  his  name  1  for  '**''• 
:   thoDgh  we  find  it  enjoined  to  the  Jfrnelites  in  the  Levitical 
I  laWi  i^  plainly  appear^  to  have  been  in  force  long  before 
I  among  the  Canaanites,  from  tbp  inftance  of  the  patriarch 
Wf  and  his  Canamitijb  d^ughter-i»-law  Tamat:  %,    The 
lamecuftom,  therefore,  might  be  obij^rved  by  other  nations, 
P  might  alfo  be  rightly  prefefvpd  |>y  the  jibifmiajis  after 
Aar  converfipn^  either  on  account  of  its  antiquity,  or  of  its 
ftnefs  to  keep  up  the  memory  of  the  dead,  without  looking 
upon  it  4$  obligatory,  as  being  enjoined  by  the  Mofaic  law* 
Butfarther,"  *         '     .     •        , 

As  to  thp  ^ting  of  fwinc's  flefli,  and  other  unclean  crea*  Mfiinena 
tiaies,  though  we  find  no  prohibition  againft  them  before  the/rj>w 
itf^&fc  law,  ypt  there  was  certainly  a  dlftind^ion  made  be-/^Wa/V 
tweea  the  clean  ai)d  uncleaa  ones,  long  enough  before  that  "^.^^C^*  ^c. 
B«tnot  tpiiifift  Further  ppon  this,  it  is  certain  the  Ab'tffiniam 
were  not  the  only  people  out  oi  Palejiine  that  not  ciil)(  zh-^^"^^^    * 
ibined from  the  flclh  of,-  but  who  profefled  the  utmoft  ab-  ^^  . 
I  korrence  to,  that  creature,  without  any  regard  to  tiic  Mofaic  "^  ^^^* 
prohibition.     The  Phenicians  never  eat  :;ny,  if  we  may  bc- 
h^tVor^hyry  \  who  gives  this  reafon  for  it,  t^iat  they,  like 
fe/w,  did  not  breed  any  among  them.    And  Herodotus 
fces  us  <>,  that  the  Egyptians  had  fuch  an  averfion  to  them, 
tjiat  if  tbey  chanced  but  to  touch  them,  they  immediately 
went  and  plunged  themfelves  over  head,  and  ears  in  the  nex^ 
liver;  and  adds,  that  they  fliewed  the  fameabhorr^nc^  againft 
all  fwlne-herds.     The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  Scenite  Arabs ^ 
Jfid  other  nations  i  among  whom  that  creature  was  accounted 
ODeof  the  moft  impure  and  unwholfome,  and  its  flefh  the, 
i?oft  apt  to  create  leprofies  and  other  loathfome  difeafes,. 
%  might  not  then  the  Abijfines  fuppofe  that  it  was  on  that 
account  that  God  had  forbid  the  eating  of  it  to  the  Ifraelites^ 
^^  abhor  it  for  that  reafon  I  And  may  not  the  fame  re^foo 

'  Gen.  ix.  4,  &  feq.  •Actsxv.  20.  f  Vid.Ant. 

HiUvoLiii.  p.  J54  (D).  J  Gf  u.  xxxviii.  7,  Sc  feq. 

"GBu.vii:  2,  &  feq.  &  alib.  See  Ant.  Hift,voLi.p.225  (A)« 
iDcabftin.  animal,  *  Lib.ii.  c.  27. 
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i;o  ff**^  African  Bfiory  of        ,  RXVI. 

ificlhie.  Hay  oblige,  them  to  contintie  in  all  the  other  fewifh 
ioftitutions  relstting  to  deaEmefs  and  ablutions,  without'  any 
regard  to  the  Mrfaic  law  ?  or  was  it  poffible,  in  th»  and  all 
other  fuch  hot  clilnates,  to  neg^6t  tbto,  without  ehdaDger* 
ing  health  and  life  p  ? 

T  H  u  5  then  we  hope,  tftat  thofe  mlflionaries  lay  their 
diarge  too  home  againft  the  Abiffinian  church;  when  they 
reprdfent  it  as  paying  anrqual  regard  to  the  iLaw  and  the  Go- 
fpel :  for  all  the  obfcrvanCes  «bove-metttibncd  plainly  appear 
not  only  to  be  enjoined  by  it,  wirhott  any  regard  to  the  iJfo- 
CownU'    fi'^^  1^^»  '^"^  which*  is  ftill  more,  to  be  countenanced  aad 
mncedhf  juftified  by  the  fame  apoftic  to  the.  Gentiles,  in  many  of  his 
tbiofofih^  Epiflles,  hiA  more  pardcuburly^  in  that  to  the  Cohfftansy  in 
thefe  words  ' :    Let  no  man'  iierefore  judge  yeu  in  meat  or  in 
drinky  or  in  rej}>e6f  tjf  an  holy  day  or  fabbafhi  which  are  a 
fliadow  of  the  things  to  come,  but  the  body  is'  of  Chrift ;  or, 
as  thefe  laft  words  might  be  more  propferiy  rendered,  but  die 
body  (or  fubftance  of  thofe  fhadows)  is-  Chrift.  They  m^ht,^ 
therefore,  with  more  jufticc,  have  charged  that  church  with' 
afcribing  too  great  merit,  and  placing  too  great  a  confidence 
0mdmfre'  in  thofe  obfervances,  »id  a  charge  which  they  but  too  juftly 
frejettted   deferve ;  but  which  would  recoil  with  double  ^ce  againA 
tytht  mi/'  their  own ;  and  is  not  therefore  once  mentioned,  though  by 
fmariesi  for  the  heavieft  of  all  that  can  be  laid^  againfr  it.    However, 
the  true  caufe  of  all  this  mtfunderftancfing  might  be  probably 
«    enough  owing  to  the  Aldffinian  clergy's  /efuiing,  as  we  are 
told  by  all  the  miffionary  writers  they  did,  ftiffly  declining 
all  numner  of  conference  with  them,  from  a  coEKfeioufnefs  dt 
thrir  own  ignorance  and  inability  of  holding  an  argument 
with  them ;  otherwife  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  them  to^ 
liave  cleared  themfelvqs  from  the  imputation  of  judaizisg,  as 
Aey  have  done  fince  in  writing.    But,  inftead  of  it,  we  are 
farther  told,  they  fought  only  how  to  exafperate  the  people 
agsunft  them,  by  calling  ^emCofas^  that  is,  uncircumcifed; 
a  term,  it  fcems,  of  the  greateft  reproach  among  them,  and 
ta»ng  them  with  eatii^  the  fiefli  of  ^ine,  9nd  other  undeani 
creatures  '.    So  that,  from  the  odium  whkh  the  people  con^ 
^ived  againft  them  on  that  account,  they  too  halffly  pro- 
nounced them  to  be  half  Jnvs  and  half  Chriftians ;  if  didr . 
prejudices  and  refentmeot  hath  not  caufed  them  to  be  bebeldT 
in  the  firft  (tpk  w}th  the  large,  amj  in  t^e  }?&.  yrith  the  ImaBji 
end  of  the  fpying-glafs. 

P  See  Ant.  Sift,  vol  iii.  p.  1 56  (BJ.  f  QL  iL  16,  ^% 
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Am  iiide^,  nnlds  we  read  thofe  charck-zeftlots  irith«/<u;#//tfi 
foflte  &ch  caveat,  we  fhall  hardly  be  able  to  recoodle  them  ^^^  cha- 
with  oApr  Icfs  parlkl  writers  cfAUffinum  affairs,  nor,  in  many  ''^^'''  ^ 
ififeneey,  even  with  themielves.    I^t  any  one  compare  the^^'"* 
•following  diara£ki,  extraAiSd  by  Father  Teikz  out  of  al!  the  ^  ^^' 
nrrlters  dF  his  fraterid^r*  "vi^th  what  others  have  faid  of  them  %  7^/r  ac^ 
mi  he  will  be  eafHy  fati^ed  that  we  have  not  inferted  it  in  ccugts  not 
mskr   <^  Befides  ti^antjc^ty  of  their  errors,'*  fays  that  au-'«,*f '«r 
thor,  "  there  is  a  profound  ignorance  in  Ethiopia ;  for  having  i^^'|/''^ 
^  neither  fchools  por  knowlege  of  philofophy  and  divinity,  ^«'^^'* 
^'  nor  any  other  tlum  ftxme  imperfeA  boc^s,  with  (craps  of 
"  homilies  and  >councils,  very  full  of  miftakes,   and  their 
^  Bibk,  which  is  no  kfe  depr^ived,  they  fU'e  fo  very  unlearned, 
M  Aough  -they  hare  good  capa^ties,  that  they  can  neither 
'^^'  argue  in  form,  nor  defend  thrir  wrong  noti^ms  fyllogyfti- 
'^<  caBy,  but  1>lind}y  adhere  to  what  they  have  been  taught 
*^  hy  their  fore&dieit.    And  though  thpy  beFievc  in  Chrift 
''  our  LcMid,  k  is  after  their  own  fanner,  ^Rd  with  a  thou- 
*  (and  follies  intermixed  wiA  the  myftetiea  qf  his  life  *.* 
We  fhall  conclude  ^is  article  of  their  pretendeid  obfcrvancc 
rf  the  Mofaic  law,  with  a  tranfaAion  which  one  of  their  au- 
'  4ois,  on  wliat  authority  we  are  not  told,  affirms  to  have 
happened  foon  after  the  total  expulfion  of  the  Jefnit  mif&on- 
«ries  out  of  the  Ahijfinian  empire  * ;  by  which  our  readers 
^  clearly  fee  what  a  heceffity  there  is  to  read  thofe  authors 
5nth  their  eyes  open.     After  having  told  his  readers,  that  the  An  itt- 
Mifinians  have  fucli  an  abhorrence  for  uncircumcifed  perfons,/tf««  ^f 
that  they  break  all  the  veflels  they  have  eat  or  drank  out  of  in  ''* 
^es,  and  have  a  form  of  prayer  to  purify  and  blefs  thofe 
they  have  defiled  by  the  bare  touch,  he  adds,  "  But  what  is 
^  the  moft  remaiicable  of  all  is,  that  the  Jefuits,  and  with 
^  than  the  catholic  religion,  were  no  fooner  banifhed  out  of 
"  Alnffiniuy  than  an  order  was  puWifhed,  that  all  the  youth, 
**  who  had  not  bcencirumcifed,  fliould forthwith  befo ;  SiXiifheir  in^ 
*•  that  if  the  foldiers  ihet  in  thigir  w^y  with  any  that  had  not  confift- 
^*  the  circamciiion-mark,  they  fVruck  the  point  of  their  hal-  ency. 
"  bards  into  their  privities,  to  give  it  them."     We  fhall  not 
here  inquire  how  riiis  dreadful  piece  of  news  was  conveyed 
Aenoe  into  Eur^$y  after  the  whole  fraternity  was  expelled  out 
of  die  country;  nor  how  we  can  reconcile  the  above-men-r 
^ned  abhorrence  dF  the  Abijinians  to  aU  uncircumcifed  per- 
fons  with  die  profeiSoi^  which  they  make  in  feveral  of  their 

•  Delttsvid.  Roger s,Poifc^T,  Jarric,  Codion,  Maillet, 
l^AViTY,  Davper,  &  al.  plur.*  5  Te;.l¥z,  lib.i.  c.  17. 
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let  tiers  to  the  pope,  king  of  Portugal ^  dn4  other  great  perfons, 
that  they  looked  upon  urcnmcirion  as  a  mere  aatient  cuftom, 
and  a  piece  of  the  fame  decency  and  cleannefs  ns  paring  of 
their  nails,  or  any  other  excrefcence.     How  is  it  confiftent 
with  the  kind  and  hofpitable  reception  ^hich  all  thofe  mif- 
fionaries  tell  us  they  met  witji  from  their  monarchs,  princes 
9f  the  blood,  grandees^  and  even  from  feveral  of  their  clergy 
of  the  firft  rankj  who  yet  did  pot,  it  is  very  probable,  dreaoi 
any  thing  of  their .  carrying  the  fear  of  circumdfion  spoilt 
them  "  ?     If  it  be  faid,  that  they  were  already  above  half- 
converts  to  the  church  of  Rome^  before  they  came  thither, 
fhen  n>ay  we  not  juftly  aflc^ow  fuch  ftifF,  ignorant,  irra-. 
'^onal,  unphilofophical,   bookiefs,  people  jumped  at  once, 
with  thefe  fmall  helps^hey  had,  into ib  right  a  way  of  thinks 
jng  and  judging  in  favour  gf  the  Rcm^n  church  ?  or  was  it 
their  ignorfince  that  ipduced  them  to  prefer, it  to  the.ir  own  I 
But,  laiUy,  how  do^h  tl>e  edi<5t  abov^nncntiou^,  or  the  in- 
folence  of  thefoldiers^  prpve  that  they  paid  a  religious  regard 
to  the  rite  pf  circumcifion,  or  any  thing  but  a  natural  re* 
'fcntment  againft  thofe  who  had  neglected  it,  in  obedience  to 
the  Romifb  patriarchs  and  miflionaries  ?     But  it  is  time  now 
to  give  fpme  account  of  thgi?  faith,  and  their  unhappy  defe- 
^ionfromit. 
^he  faith       Wc  hi^ve  already  hjnted,  that  the  Abijfmian  church  re- 
of  the        ceived  the  gofpel,  and  thejr  difcipiine,  from  thdt  oi  Ahxan- 
Abifli-      dria^  and  hfith  continued  in  fubjeftjon  to  that  patriarchate 
"t^"         ever  fince.     So  tliat  fp  long  as  the  mother  continued  ortho- 
church       Jq^^  j}^^  daughter  followed  h^r  ea^ample,  ^nd  perfeverecl  ia 
^tl7t!meof^^^  faith,  which  the  fifft  biihop  frumentitis  had  cftabliaied 
Diofco-    an^^^^g  them..    But  no  fooner  was  the  former  iiifefted  with 
yys^  monothejifm,  or  monophyiifm,  by  her  unworthy  patriarch 

Diofcoru^y  and  his  no  lefs  worthlefs  abbot  Eutyches^  the  two. 
firft  bfoachers  of  that  herrfy,  about  thci  year  of  Chrift  444, 
InftScd     than  the  poifofi  was  communicated  to  the  latter  by  the  Abunas 
nvith  that  fent  jthither  from  Egypt ^.^iXi^  quickjy  fpre^d  itfelf  through 
henfy.       the  greateft  part  of  the  ei?apire ;  fo  th^t  both  clei^y  and 
laity  have  been  ftrpiigly  tainted  with  it  ever  fince  ''. 

This  flupid  and  unaccountable  error  (which  confifted 
chiefly  in  allowing  in  Chrift  our  Redeemer  but  one  nature 
and  one  will,  though  tjiey  ackr^owleged  him  to  be  tery  God, 
^s  well  as  very  man,  Jjndjo  be  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  adorable 
Xrinity,  and  had  ipre<\d  itfelf  not  only  thro*  the  churches  of 

"  See  AiVARfe7:,BtR.MUT)Ez,  Alm^yda,  Mend62,  Lobo; 
^' ^1.  p!ur.  "^  Alvarl::.  Tellez,  Lqijo,  LupOLPH,  Cp. 
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Egypt'  and.  Abijfmia^  but  over  Greece^  Jrmenid^  and  other 
parts)  was  no  lefs  warmly  oppofed  by  others,  efpecially  tliofe 
of  Rome  and  Conjiantmople ;  and  was  at  length  condemned  Condtmad 
by  a  council  of  no  lefs  than  630  bifliops,  convened  at  Chal-  h*^^ 
cedon^  as  a  damnable  herefy.     Soon  after  which,  tlieir  deci-.^***^^' 
fion  was  confirmed  by  pope  Leo  I.  in  his  letter  to  Flavianus.   ^°^^ , 
TTiis,  however,  inftead  of  dialing  a  due  impreffion  upon  the^^    ^'  ' 
Jbijfinian  clergy,  ferved  only  to  excite  their  hatred  and  coij-     , .  ,  . 
tempt  againft  both.     They  called  that  council  an  affembly  of  ^^'/^  '/ 
feftious  and  fervile  madmen,  who  fcrupled  not  to  betray  the"^^^^  ^^^ 
truth,  in  order  to  pleafe  the  eiUperor  Marcian ;  and,  in  i^'jeaidhy 
rifion,  give  them  the  name  oi  MekhiteSr  ov  Jhnperialifts,  The  them. 
letter  of  that  worthy  pontif  they  brand  with  no  lefs  odious 
epithets  (B) ;  and  have  had  his  very  name  and  memory  in  the 

greateft 


(B)  The  reader  may  ice  a 
ikctch  of  the  bitterncfs  of  thofc 
heretics,  not  only  againft  pope 
I«o,  bat  againft  the  emperor 
Marcian^  the  cmprefs  Putcheria^ 
and  the  whole  ChalcfJonic coun^ 
cil,  and,  finally,  againft  all  that 
own  its  authority,  or;  like  tbofe 
that  convened  it,  believe  that 
there  were  two  natures  in  Chrift 
after  hrs  incarnation,  in  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  patriarchate  of  JIe'_ 
xandria  ;  where  he  will  fee  the 
following  anathemas  fulminat- 
ed againft  them  by  fpirits  pre- 
tended to  have  pronounced 
diem  from  the  fcpulchres  of  the 
dead. 

MuIcdiSus  LeOf  tmptus  anima- 
rum  pradator  cum  impuro  tomo 
fi»  f  MahdiBus  Marctanus  cum^ 
Pulcheria  improha^  6f  Chalcedo^ 
vitnfi  conciiio  630  efifcopcrum 
hareticorum^  Cff  quicuvque  eos 
Jufcipitt  out  qui  in  Chrijlo  Pei 
jflio  dttM  pofi  unionem  naturas 
e^ofcit  (z)  f 

On  the  other  hand,  if  he 
would  know  what  exafperated 
the  Alexandrian  clergy  to  that 
height  of  refeotment,  Mr.  Lu* 


dfilph  will  tell  him,  that  not  only 
chat  church,  but  all  Egypt^  was 
,  miferably  divided  and  torn  in 
pieces  by  the  two  fadtons  of 
Melchites  and  Jacobites ;  each  of 
which  had  a  patriarch  of  their 
own,  who  perfecuted  the  oppo- 
fite  iide  without  the  leaft  mercy, 
till  at  length  the  latter  \^Gt^ 
obliged  to  have  repourfe  to  the. 
Sarcuens,  who  werc^  then  invad- 
ing the  country,  for  protedUon 
againfl  the  cruelties  of  the  for- 
mer, who  were  always  too  hard 
for  them  whiift  they  were  up- 
held by  the  Conftantimpolitan 
monarch s.  An  inllance  where- 
of the  fame  author  gives  us  out 
of  an  Etbiopic  MS.  intituled. 
The  Life  cf  the  Abbot  Samuel ; 
which  is  ao  follows :  < 

The. emperor  had  fent  zpo 
men  to  feize  on  all  the  bifhops ; 
upon  which  abbot  Paui^  who 
had  fled  into  a  ^efart,  was  taken 
by  fome  peafams,  and  brought 
back  bound.  Maxirianus^  the 
ofHcer  who  was  to  put  the  em- 
peror's orders  in  execution, 
having  cauftd  all  the  monks  to 
|be  brought  before  him  by  his 


{3)  Bifl.  patriarch,  AUxand,  p.  120, 
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greateft  abhorrence  ever  fince ;  whilft  they  ftill  retain  the 
higheft  veneratidn  for  the  arch-heretic  Diofioms^  whom  they 
reverence  as  a  very  great  faint.  What  is  ftill  more  furprifb;* 
ing  is,  that  they  as  abfolutely  difclalm  Eutyches^  and  difowri; 
his  doftrine  as  erroneous,  though  the  main  difference  l^e-» 
tween  them  be  merely  about  words ;  they  confe(fing  that  theJ 
■  -  nature  of  Chrift  coonfted  ex  duahm^fed'non  in  duabus  nafu^ 
^  fis ;  that  is,  compofed  of  two  natures,  the  divine  and  hu- 


man ;  but  which  being  united,  became  one  fingle  nature  ;I 
whereas  Eutyches  affirmed  the  human  to  be  wholly  abforb^dt 
In  the  divine*.  If  we  may  conjefture  ^at  the  meaning  of. 
this  i^nintdligible  diftinftion  JFrom  fome  of  their  writings  ^l 
they  feein  to  infift  that  this  compound  nature  of  the  diylae- 
and  human,  by  this  miraculous  union,  becomes  fo  intirely 
one,  aa  to  partake  of  all  the  frailties  as  well  as  perfeftions 
of  both ;  fo  that  the  divine  part  ftiould  become  equally  paf-' 

*  Alfons*  Mendes,  !.  i.  c,  6.  Hift,.  patriarch.  Le  Grand^ 
JAfkH.  X.  LuDOLF.  Comment.  Teller,  Codign,  &  al. 

T  Vid.  SARtfT.  Epift.  &  Mina's  Confcff.  fid.  in  hid.  patri« 
arch.  Alexan(i«  p.  360,  &ieq^.  Vide  Lb  Givanp,  ujbi  fup. 


(bldiers,  and  producing  the 
formulary  of  faith  which  he. 
had  received  from  him,  laid, 
his  commands  on  them  that 
they  fhould  accept  it :  Credite^ 
fays  he  to  them,  id  quod/crip- 
turn  eft  in  hoc  codice.  The  For- 
mulary, continues  iAic  Et^ofzc 
writer,  being  full  of  blafphe-. 
my,  the  whole  afTembly  kept 
fuch  a  profound  Alence,  as 
gave  the  officer  caufe  to  think 
Siat  they  would  never  accept 
k ;  upon  which,  he  repeated 
th«  fame  orders  a  fecond  and  a 
third  time,  and  grew  fo.exafpe^ 
rated  at  their  refufal,  that  he 
•rdered  them  to  be  dripped^ 
and  very  feverely  whipped,  ad- 
ding to  the  rebellious  monks^ 
♦*  Do  you  think  that  I  will 
♦*  fparie  you,  or  that  I  am 
"  afraid  of  flicdding  your 
<*  blood  ?  What  is  the  reafon 


'<  that  ycm  do  not  anfwer  me  V^ 
At  thefe  woi:ds,  the  abba  ^45*, 
muel  arofe,  and,  with  ^  iiobl#. 
refolu^^o^a,  becoming  a  trur. 
m&rQrr^  fpake  to  him  in  theXb^ 
terms  :  *•  Wc  will  neither  re- 
"  ceive  thajt  impure  formulary^ 
**  nor  acknowlege  the  .council 
**  of  Chakidoti}  neither  do  wc^ 
'<  own  any  other  patria,rch  thao« 
''  the ,  ahba  B^jamn  for  ouc 
"  mafter."  After  this,  he  ad4«. 
ed,  **  The  Roman  emperor  is  an 
'*  heretic  i  and  I  do  here  pro- 
'*  nounce  anathema  both  a* 
•*  gainft  the  book  you  offer  tor 
''us  and  the  council  of  Chalce- 
"  don^  and  againfl;  all  that  aq^^ 
**  knowlege  th^  authority  of 
"  it."  After  this,  he  tore  thcf 
formulary  in  pieces,  and  flung^ 
it  down  at   the  church  door 

(4). 
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filfl«  and  JQofibk  of  paia  and  de^th  as  the  human  \  which  it 
cottid  m.  lave  done,  gcxordiag  lo  Aeir  conceit,  if  the  Utter 
lud.becn  wholly  abfixlied  in  Ae  forioer ;  for  they  do  not 
tluok'that  the  Mooeni^t  of  Chrift,  or  the  Word  lacarARte^ 
muU  have  been  perfect  and  fufficient,  ual^s  both  parts; 
^  iikfep^rabljr  united*  had  bo«vne  their  (hare  in  his  xoSE^* 
^^i  ^xky :  and,  for  this  reafon,  .jcbey  anathematize  both 
Ar^v^,  and  ^  that  ^Oeni  from  the  doArine  of  Diofcorus^ 
wbomthey  extpl  and  xeyerenoe  above  all  ^  faints  and  mar- 
tysof  the  church. 

This  is  the  pstly  f]i«d»mental  erriH'  in  "vrhich  they  deviate  ^cehte 
faiB  the  oatholic  fai^b ;  in  all  other  cafes  they  join  with  it,  ^^  '^^ 
admit  of  ^^Nicme^  ^Oof^animopoUtanfEphefian,  and  fome-^^**^ 
oAflrpjovinciaJi  couni^l^ ;  bejSdes  wh'idi,  they  have  eighty-      * 
f«r  other  ^oofis  lin  the  Arahk  tap^guage,  which  had  bee^ 
fat  10  Jemfakm  -by  the  einperor  CoJiffantme,  about  the  year 
440,  and  were  brought  thence  to  Ronte,  and  tranflated  by 
Bapti^a  RomanuSy  a  Jefuit,  about  1646.     This  book  con-  • 
tiUQS  the  a£ls  of  .the  fynod  of  the  .ap<kHes,  vulgarly  <^kd 
^a^idicalamfikutionsy  faid  to  be  written  by  St.  Ckment^ 
Aflferf  the  CQuntik  of  Ancyra^  CifartAy  Nice^  Gangra^  and 
-''towcij  Laoiicea  and  SarSs^  with  the  afts  of  318  feth«^,  a 
tetUeon  the  febi>ath^  with  a  canon  or  decree  relating  to 
fwjance ;  to  it  is  annexed  their  genersil  liturgy,  officies  for 
t|e  communipn,  holidays,  i;c.  the  lives  of  feveral.  faints  and 
WjT$,  and*  hymns  in  hpnqur  of  the  blefled  virgin  Mary  *♦ 
They  uienot  the  apoftles,  creeds  but  xMiJy  the  Nkme^  vfetcl^  Vfe  the 
%  ftile  thepr^ffim.^faifh  \  hm  like  the  Creek  (^r^b,  Niccoe 
TOe  the  W(^/^ffi?ytt^.out  of  the  clatife  which  declares  tht  creed, 
fweeffion  of  t^«*Moly  G'hoft,   as  interpolated^     But  that 
^"rtiidi  contains  t!!«f  fummaf y  of  all  their  religion,  is  that^««»frtrp 
*Hch  they  call  Haymanota  Jbha-w,  pr  the  faith  of  the  fa-^f^J^r 
^/'f,  and  efteem  it  as  of  the  greateft  a,uthority  next  to  th^A^^- 
m^  books,  ^s  Jbeing  qpmpiled  from  the  homilie?  of  St. 
^ihanajiusy  B^tfil,  jQhn.ChryfoJiom,  CyrS,  Ephrcmius^  ths.  four 
Seat  Gr^gories,  Tmw^urgttSy  Nazianzen,  NyJ/eUy  a^d  Jr^^ 
^ms.    Tfikz  adds  *t.  Aiijfin ;   but  Mr.  ludglph  tmick 
AhAis  whethar  they  know  any  thing  of  him  or  his  writiiigs^ 
tt'of  fte  Latin  fathers^ 

They  receive  the  fame  canonical  books,  both  of  the  Old  Recd'vt 
^i  New  Teftament,  that  we  do ;  the  former  of  them  is  the  Oid 
inflated  into  Ethiopia  from  the  Creei  yeriion  caile^  tH^anJNew 
^tuagint  **;  but  by  whom,  or  at  what  time,  is  hard  to  dc-^-S^^ 

*  LvDioLpH.  lib.  iii.x.  47.  ^.  30,  &  fcq,  •  Ubi  fup.  §.  3, 

Hcq.  *  Dc  hocTid.  Ant  Hiii.  voL  x.  p.  239  (N).  Ludolph. 
m  fop. 

termine, 


tannine,  but  moft  probably  fooD  after  their' coflverfion  by 
Frmnentiiis  (C).  .The  latter^  or  New  Teftament,  is  likewife 
tranflated  from  the  Vreek  text,  but  very  corruptly,  for  want 
of  able  hands,  which  they  themfelves  acknowlege^;  and  aP 
fege  that  as  ^n  apology  for  it  (D),  and  foi^  their  faulty  edi- 
tions thereof.     They  dlfpofe  the  order  of  thofe  rf  the  Old 
Teftament  fomewhat  differently  from  us,  as  the  reader  day 
fee  in  Mr.  Ludolph  •  neither  "do  they  make  any  difierence  be^ 
tween  the  canonical  and  apocrypfhal,  but  receive  them  botK 
alike ;  only  the  apocalypfe,  or,  as  they  flukWardly  ftile  itj 
the>  vifioti  of  7*^'* -^^w^^'^'^*  they  tdolved  upon  as  fuper*  * 
^dt^     add^S  to  the  canon. '  In  lieu  of  which,  they  have  the  boo? 
0ipopHc4tl  of  apoftolical  conftitutions,  lately  mehtioned,'  but-  fadly  mii- 
confiitw    tilatdd,  and,  in  many  rtfpefts,  differing  froni  that  we  haref 
uom,        t'nder  that  name.     N^verth^lefs,  they  believe  it  to  be  of  dM 
vine  authority,  and  to  have  been  written*  by  St.  Clifment} 
•  whofe  name  they  beat;         <  '-  ; 


(t)  Mr.  Lum'ph  tells  Us,  th^t 
he  found  it  aiTertcd.ttt  one  of 
their,  jmartyrologies.^thut  Frw 
meHtius  himfelf  was  the^trauf- 
iator  of  thofe  facred  booka; 
.which  yet  he  much  qucftions : 
however,  h6  aiTures  u^  that  it 
was  dp;ie  from  the  Alexandrian 
topy*,  which  Is  by  far  the  m<ift 
ecrfeft  ;  molt  other '  copied  be^ 
ilig  very  corrupt'  and  faulty; 
Thofe  of  oiir  readers  who  have 
not  perufed  our  ahttent  hiftory, 
will  be  glad  to  be  to|d.|hai  this 
valuable  MS.  is  now  in  the 
king's  library  J  aai.that  the 
^"London  Polyglot  Copied  it  (6). 
;'{p)  Thus,  at  the  end  of  the 
J3s  of  the  Apoflhs\  they  add 
thefe  words,  IJia  aBa  afojlolo-- 
rum  maxima  fui  parte  ^verfa  funt 
Rotme  e lingua Komatidt^  Graf cd 
in  Ethiopicanty  proffer  defeBum 
artJ^typi^  id  quod  addidknus  aut 
cmtjjintusy  ccndonate  nobis ;  *l'w 
auiem  emendate  illud['j)  ;  that  is, 
Thefe  Afts  of  theApoftles  were, 


fof  the  gre^teft  part,  trrfnflatot  7 
oQt.of  the'l^tfiiW  and  Greek  iatil'-^ 
.the.  EHnfpdf:  tongue,  for  waftftrf  t 
the  original.  Whatever^  t^r  { 
fore,  we  have,  added  or  omitt « 
ted^  forgive,  and  corred  wit)l  ^ 
your  bwii  hands.  1|, 

And,  under'  the  very  titi^l 
page  of  the  book  itfelf,  M| 
niakes  this  apology  'for  the  in- 1 
cofrd€liiefi  df  his  Ethidpic'iiiBt^' 
preffibn::**^  Fathers  and  bfftl 
•*  threw;  do  not  pafs  too  haA  j 
"  a  }adgnvr))t  on  the  faidu/cif  ( 
**  this  impreflion ;  for  thofe  wH^f, 
^*  printed  it  were  as  in  capable  <)ff 
"reading  as  we  were  of  printj'.* 
"  ing  it :  fo  that  we  tried  td  ; 
'*'  help  one  another,  as  one  blind  ^ 
"  man  doth  another ;  and  there* 
"  fore  forgive  both  them  and 
*'  us."    This  edition,  faulty  ts  . 
it  is  in  alndoft  every  page,  the 
compilers  of  the  Polyglot  ^bove- 
mendoned  were  obliged  to  print 
theirs  after,  for  want  of  a  better. 
(7)- 


•    •"  Uift,  Etbiopi  /.  m.  C.  4.  %..  2,  €t  feq,         (6)  yid,  jinc,  Hiff.  vol,  1>  p.  245, 
i»  Jin.  (OJ.      .        ^(7)  Ludc^b,  ub,jup,  §.  11,  tt  ftf. 
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C  4«  tie  Entire,  of  AbUfinia.  I ;  j 

The  clergy  are  very  little  vcrfed  in  the  Sacred  vn-itlngs, 
,  hiviDg  neither  commentators^  expofitors,  concordances,  nor 
any  other  of  thofe  helps  which  are  in  ufe  amongft  us,  if  vrt 
except  a  few  homilies  upon  fome  feleA  parts  of  the  Go* 
fpelyor  upon  fome  few  theological  points ;  and  as  they  never 
prcich  nor  expound  them  to  the  laity,  we  need  not  wonder  HMihom} 
there  fliould  reign  fuch  a  thorough  ignorance  of  them,  and A/'^{- 
fuch  a  variety  or  the  groffeft  fupcrftition  amongft  them  both.  *^^jp^^ 
Ifithefe  they  may  be  juftly  faid  to  come  near,  if  not  equal,  both  ^ . 
Ae^r^^*  and  iaw«a«  churches,  excepting,  as  was  lately  hinted,    ^^*'  ^ 
diat  they  do  not  admit  of  any  carved  images  of  Chrift  and  his 
Saints,  much  lefs  of  the  Deity,  in  their  churches  and  orato- 
ties;  adminifter  the  communion  in  both  kinds,  ufe  leavened 
laftead  of  unleavened  bread,  and  believe  the  real  prefence 
ot  Chrift  in  the  facrament,  without  admitting  of  any  tran- 
fcbftantiation  of  them.    In  other  refpefts,  they,  like  them,  P^^J  f^ 
ofe  their*  devotions  and  prayers  to  the  faints,  and  have'^'/*"^^ 
KOper  oflBces,  fofts  and  feftivals,  in  honour,  or,  as  Mr.  jLk-  ^^^'^^'» 
m^h  would  intimate,  in  memory,  of  them  /'^    But  as  he 
mnis,  that  they  not  only  commemorate  their  virtues,  mi* 
lades,  and  other  holy  anions,  particularly  their  great  faft^ 
ii^  and  penances,  on  thofe  days,  but  offer  up  fervent  pray- 
m  to  them,  pay  a  religious  regard  not  only  to  their  bones, 
tod  other  relicks,  but  even  their  piftures,  proftrate  them- 
Uves  before,  kifs  and  rub  their  foreheads  with  then\,  add- 
f  ffiU  moft  devout  ejaculations  and  other  refpeftful  gef- 
tnes ;  that  nice  diftinftion  might  have  been  fpared,  and'they 
cannot  in  any-wife  be  faid  to  .come  behind  either  of  thote 
llpiches  in  their  dulidf  or  veneration  for  the  faints ;  and  as  Highly  io» 
ior  that  of  the  virgin  Mary^  they  carry  it  to  fuch  an  es^cefs  as  w«r  thg 
csmes  little  fhort  of  a  latreia,  either  in  the  folemn  honours  Virgin. 
Aey  pay  to  her,  the  extraordinary  attributes  they  give  her, 
'Ae  miracles  and  unlimited  power  they  afcribe,  the  prayers 
tley  addrefs  to  her,  or  the  Woody  zeal  and  fury  they  difplay       s 
ttanft  thofe  who  condemn  or  diflike  them  for  it,  calling  them 
m  enemies  cf  Mary,  and  flirring  up  th^  people  to  overwhelm 
ikasi  with  ftones  ••    If  they  do  not  believe  a  purgatory  in  Pray  fir 
die  iame  fenfe  and  extent  as  the  Creek  and  Roman  churches  the  d^ad ; 
do,  they  neVerthelefs  believe  a  middle  flate,  in  which  thi^  yet  hold  n^ 
dqiarted  fouls  mufl  be  purged  from  their  fins,  and  may  h^t^rgatory^ 
gready  a{fif):^d  and  relieved,  by  the  prayers,  alms,  ^6d  pe>- 
lonces,  of  their  fiirviving  friends,  who  feldom  fail  of  f^* 
fanmng  fo  charitable,  and,  as  they  ddem  it,  meritorious,  a 
duty  to  them  frequently,  and  with  great  fervency^    And 

*  La.iii.  C.5.  5.81.       «  Tills z,  lib.  vi..c.  a6,df  27. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XV.         .  M         -  thou^     • 
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though  their  pridl$  Have  no  particular  office,  or,  as  thePor-,! 
tuguefe  afFeA  to  call  it,  mafs,  for  the  dead,  yet  they  srirj 
obliged  to  make  ciention  of  them  in  their  common  ferm|^| 
to  pray  to  God  to  abfolvc  them  from  their  fins,  and  to  maki^ 
theDi  fit  for  the  joys  of  heaven.  They  keep  likewifc* 
their  aims  ^^^  ^^  anniverfary  of  their  departure,  in  which  they  gii«f ! 
tfiff^/Tiijr-  plentiful  alms,  according  to  their  ability,  to  the  pri  '*' 
ersfar  the  monks,  and  poor,  to  pray  for  tiieir  fouls ;  and  the 
^ad.  ^  former  will  read  over  them  the  whole  book  of  Pfabnsy  -fro 
beginning  to  end,  without  either  doxology  or  other  bre 
except  that  they  frequendy  pronounce  the  word  HaUelt^ 
(£)•  They  then  recoxiimend  thofe,  for  whom  thefe  alms  \ 
given,  to  the  divine  mercy ;  but  always  take  care  to  join  d 
with  all  th<^e  who  have  lived  and  died  in  the  true  ortho 
faith ;.  without  which,  they  would  think  it  in  vain,  if  i 
fin,  to  pray  for  them.  Thus,  rfiaugh  they  are  mochdirid 
in  their  notiojis  about  the  true  ftate  of  the  dead,  yet 
all  agr^  that  fuch  prayers,  ^penances,  and  other  ch 
duties,  wiU  turn  gready  to  their  advantage,  if  they  have  i 
rendered  themfelves  unworthy  of  it  by  apoftaciy  t>r'  imp 
tcnce^. 


f  Alvarez,  T^ clez,  Lobo,  LvDaLPa,  &  al« 


rE)  Thus  we  are  told,  the 
wnole  procefiion  of  priefts  and 
inonks  were  heard  to  fay  at  the 
interrment  of  prince  Mark,  the 
emperor  5^^atf^'s  eldeft  fon,  not 
only  in'  the  reading  of  the 
Pfalmsy  but  in  other  parts  of  the 
fervice  :  as  for  inftance,  Mark 
is  de(idr^  Halleiujuh  ;  Dlead  is 
I  Mark,.  HaHelmjab :  infomiKh 
that  a  Granger  would  be  at  a 
lofs  to  guefs  whether  they  re- 
joice or  niourn  (S),  the  fsime 
words  being  To  often  rcpeat;ed. 

In  foirie  of  their  prayers  for 

the  dead,  6ht  might  be  induced 

^to  think  that  they  had  imbibed 

,  iiome  of  icke  notions  from  the 

Koran  conceirning  the  ft^te^  of 

the^blefled ;  a»  ^f^n  they  pi«y 


that  God  would  lead  or  j^ 
them  into  his  moft  ddicio 
gardens,  where  rivers  of  fw 
and  living  water  flow,  thatl 
would  introduce  theha  into  i 
delights  of  the  garden  of  S^ 
that  they  may  be  ever  refrcft 
with  the  living  waters  of  pa 
dife ;  and  fach-)i&e.  Bat  y 
plainly  fhews  tiiat  diey 
rowed  thofe  figaradve  exp 
fioRs  from  the  ^e^s,  who  vtt 
only  make  ufe  of  them  at  thc^ 
interrmcnts,  but  caufe  them  t^ 
be  ingraven  upon  their  tomftl 
ftones  (9),  is  .that  thty  feWw 
fail  to  add„  like  them,  Let  tVof, 
reft  on  tht  hdfom  i>f  Abrahailijl: 
Ifaafe,  and  Jaeob,  %Sc,  (to)."  *' 


(8)  relUss,Lil,f,7y.  Ludb!pbilA\ue.§,\,toi,&fif.'    .i^'J^i^^* 
Sj*ta^^g.  c'.- H, 5*.'  Leo  de Medina,  par.  v.  c,  ST Munfttr^  ^^  at,  (10)  W* '^ 


Lt  Grand,  Dijftrt,  xiv.  p.  345,  tt  fef,  Ttliex,  et  Lud^pb,  tAiJup^ 


ti-t^tt 


C4*^  tbi  En^i  4/  Abiffinia."  171^ 

Other  fuperfUdoas  ceremonies  ufed  at  funerals,  htdAe^Funend' 
the  deceat  wdhing  of  the  dead,  confift  in  perfuming  the  riUi. 
My  with  inceofe,  and  fprinkling  it  well  with  holy  wato*  i 
ifar which,  they  drefs  it  in  a  flieet;  and,  if  a  perfon  of  di- 
MioD,  they  cover  it  with  a  Idnd  of  buff-leather^  and  clap 
!t«lhc  Mer;   The  bearers  then  take  it,  and  hurry  it  away 
Itt  fach  furprifing  fwiftnefs,  fays  abbot  Gregory ^  that  the 
iDoks  and  priefts,  who  attend  it  with  their  crofles  in  their 
llads,  aad  the  reft  of  the  retinue,  can  hardly  keep  pac« 
lUi  dicta.    When  come  to  the  church,  or  church-yard  (for 
bury  them  in  either),  they  again  incenle  it,  and  throw 
y  ot  holy  water  upon  it.     The  body  is  fuffered  to  lie 
longer  by  the  fide  of  flie  grave,  than  whilft  the  prieft 
&e  fourteen  firft  veries  of  the  gofpd  oi  St.  J$hn ; 
done,  they  do  not  g^dy  let  it  down^  but  {hoot  it  into 
ground ;  the  priefts  all  the  while  repeating  fome  pfalms 
4e  body  is  covered  with  earth/   They  go  to  bewail  their  Long 
i  many  days  together  :  their  lamentations  begin  early  in  mournings 
iDoniing,  and  continue  till  the  evening  ;.  the  parents,  re-  and  la" 
o&s,  aad  friends,  meeting  there  every  day  on  the  mouin-  nienta-^ 
_„occafion,  together  with  a  great  number  of  women-mourn-  ^^^y- 
Rehired  to  accompany  the  folemnity  with  their  outcries  and  ^ 
laentadons,  ckpjping  their  hands,  fmiting  their  breafts  and  '^^^^^ 
ocs»  and  uttering  the  moft  afiefting  expreffions  in  a  vety 
Ishl  tone  y  to  all  which  they  add  the  beat  of  drums,  and 
I  oAer  gcftuies  as  they  think  fuitable  to  the  occafion.    If 
dcccafed  is  a  perfon -of  diftinftion,   his  horfe,  ftiield, 
B,  and  other  accoutrements,  are  alfo  brought  to  the 
;  oifoings  are  made  to  the  church  and  the  clergy,  and 
pven  liborally  to  the  poor,  confifting  of  bread,  flefli> 
llhydromel»     This  ceremony  continues,  according  to  the 
Ifey  of  the  perfon,  three,  five,  feven,  twenty,  thirty,  or 
forty  days,  and  is  repeated  afrefh  on  the  anniverfary 
During  the  toournful  folemnity,  they  all  pray  to  God 
liie  merciful  to  the  foul  of  the  perfon,  for  whofe  fake  all 
^  alms,  ofierings,  and  fuppllcatlons,  are  made ;  which 
pely  (hews  that  they  indeed  look  upon  them  to  be  benefit 
#1  to  the  dead,  and  to  procure  fome  reft  to  them,  but  by 

Bi  means  proves  that  they  believe  a  purgatory  in  the  fenfe 
^hich  the  church  oi  Rome  ddth  ;  which,  in  their  doftrine, 
4ey  Afolutely  condemn.     They  exprefs  their  grief  at  the  ^/r/r^g-^ 
J^ws  of  the  death  of  a  friend  or  relation,  and  of  their  lord^  oBions  at 
» any  of  his  fons,  by  fuch  lively  tokens  as  cafting  thcmfclves '^'  ^' 
^«  their  faces  to  the  ground  with  fuch  violence,  that  {ome^f  j 
^^  beat  the  breath  out  of  their  bodies,  others  have  broke  or  • 

iflocated  fome  of  their  bones,  or  received  a  confiderable 
M  z  injury 
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injury  in  fomc  other  parts  of  their  bodies ;  the  omiffion  of 
which  would  otherwise  bt  interpreted  as  a  mark  oi  difregard  ' 
or  difaiFcftion  to  the  deceafed  s. 

The  funerals  of  their  princes  are  ftill  more  magnificent 
and  folemn,  as  the  reader  may  judge  by  that  of  the  emperor" 
Socinios^  or,  as  he  is  vulgarly  called.  Segued^  ziidSu/neoyi 
a  fhort  defcription  of  which  we  (hall  here  fubjoin.    The* 
body  was  placed  in  a  fquare  bier,  or  bed,  with  fteps  to  afcendl! 
to  it,  which  had  been  made  by  an  Egyptian,    It  was  cloathed^| 
in  his  royal  robes,  and  covered  with  a  pall  of  rich  taffety 
feveral  colours,  and  conveyed  from  Dancanz^  where  the  im- 
perial camp  then  was,  to  the  great  church  called  Caneta  Jej 
in  a  town  in  the  kingdom  of  Goj ant.   The  corpfe  was  precedi 
by  all  the  imperial  Aandards  (F),  not  inverted  as  with  us 
Europe,  but  upright,  and  difplaying  their  various  Colours 
the  air,  but  without  any  arms  or  devices.     On  each  fide 
them  marched  the  large  kettle-drums,   beating  in  a  fol 
manner.     Thefe  were  followed  by  fome  few  of  the  fii 
horfes  which  he  ufed  to  ride  upon,  with  their  richeft  fun»< 
ture,  and  attended  by  the  imperial  grooms.     Next  to  th^ 
came  the  pages  and  other  fervants,  carrying  the' imperial  roba 
and  other  ornaments  ;  one  his  veft,  another  his  fword,  and  i 
third  his  crown ;  others  his  fafh-bcads,  javelin,  target,  ifCi 
Thefe  were  frequently  taken  from  them  by  turns  by  propa 
officers,  who  Ihewed  them  to  the  people,  in  order  to  excifl 
their  tears  ;  among  whom -even  the  emprefs  herfelf  march« 
a  confiderable  fpiace,  wearing  hi?  crown  upon  her  head.  BotI 
.  fhe  and  her  daqghters,  and  other  princefles  of  the  bloo<l| 
with  their  attendant  ladies,  rode  on  mules,  with  their  hcadi 
fhaved,  and  a  ribband,  or  flip  of  white  dojh,   about  tw( 
inches  broad,  tied  about  tliem,  the  ends  hanging  behinr 
The  remainder  of  the  retinue  affefted  to  appear  in  the  mi 
ragged  and  dirty  tatters,  as  the  moft  expreffive  marks  of 

s  Alvarez,  Tellez,  Lvdolfh,  Codign,  &al 


(F)  Thefe,  we  arc  told,  arc 
of  two  forts;  the  one,  which 
they  call  Sandecas,  are  long 
poles  or  ftaves,  beautifully  co- 
loured, with  a  gilt  metal  ball  on 
the  top,  ttndcr  which  they  wave 
their  little  banners, about  afoot 
fquare;  the  other  are  like  ftan- 


dards,  of  white  cloth  or  fii 
intermixed  with  red  flri(>e5 
the  middle,  but,  in  all  other 
fpeAs,  ^uite  plain  and  unerni 
mcnted  either    with   coats  (  ^ 
atms  or  any  other  emblems  or^ 
devices  (i I). 


'1 


("ii;  7dk»y  ii^^y.  C'  37   Lud9^,  //^.iv.  c.4..  §.  29, «f/^. 
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grief  and  mourning,  efpecially  black,  and  followed  la  the 
rear,  with  their  hair  lijccwifc  cut  clofe. 

There  were  nd  candles  carried  in  tihc  proceffion,  nor  Sunal 
lighted  in  the  church,  as  is  done  in  that  of  the  Romi/b,  but  ccrenm/. 
much  weeping  and  howling  heard  in  both:  at  the  church- 
door  the  corpfe  was  met  by  fix  or  fevcn  monks,  who  fung 
thdrpfalms  zvai  halklujahs  till  the  body  vns  interred.     On  Thefra'' 
the  next  morning,  the  whole  cavalcade  returned  to  Cafidaz  5  ceffion  re- 
and,  as  foon  as  they  came  within  fight  of  the  imperial  camp,  turm  to 
kpn  to  jnarfhal  themfelves  in  the  fame  order  they  had  gone  ^^  ^^* 
ii  the  day  before,  bringing  the  empty  bier  with  them ;  by 
the  fide  of  which  rode  an  officer  on  a  mule,  clad  in  the  impe- 
Al  robes,  and  wearing  the  imperial  crown,  an  umbrella  held 
jpmhis  head,  and,  in  all  other  refpefts,  reprefcnting  the  de- 
Wed  emperor.     Before  him  marched  another,  with,  that 
itorch's  helmet  and  javelin,  mounted  on  hiis  bell  horfe  and 
8  richeft  accoutrements.     Upon  their  approaching  near  Renenjit 
bmz,  they  were  met  by  four  or  five  bodies  of  armed  their  la- 
toops,  and  other  perfons  of  rank  belonging  to  the  court,  fnentations 
io  received  them  with  the  loudell  acclamations  of  grief,  ^^/^^^  *^* 
i  proceeded  with  them  to  the  new  emperor's   pavilion.  ^^^  ^^K' 
se  again  they  renewed  their  lamentations  for  the  deceafed,  ^^^^  ^^^ 
I  the  time  they  were  alighting,  when  fome  of  the  firft  ^^^^'  nratulate 
IS  of  ftate,  and  other  noblemen,  attended  by  Diega  de  ^jj„, 
ktosy  and  father  Emanuel  de  Jlmidd,  who  gives  this  rela- 
te of  that  ceremony,  entered  the  large  tent  where  Facilii- 
IT,  the  new  emperor,  was,  continued  the  fame  mournful 
pientations  near   the  fpace  of   two  hours;   which  being 
jded,  the  whole  ceremony  was  turned  into  loud  acclama- 
BQsand  congratulatory  prayers  for  the  new  monarch,  who 
18  crowned  foon  after  with  the  ufual  ceremony,  formerly 
fabed\ 

^  other  refpefts,  the  fame  prayers,  offerings,  alms,  anni-  . 
I*i&ries,  and  other  fundamental  rites,  are  performed  to  the 
wcafed  jnonarchs,  which,  we  have  obferved,  are  done  to  the 
rt)  only  in  a  much  higher  degree  :  but,  if  we  except  the 
*¥  and  grandeur,  die  greateft  regard  is  paid  to  fuch  of 
Kir  monks  as  die,  as   the  common  phrafe   is,   with  the 
tfateH  odour  of  fanftity,  either  for  their  uncommon  piety 
W  teal,  or  more  efpecially  for  their  extraordinary  penances 
id  mortifications.     To  fuch  as  thefe  they  pay  fo  fuperfli-  Venera- 
«ns  a  veneration  as  comes  little  fhort  of  what  the  Romifh  tlonfcr 
Aurch  do  to  their  canonized  faints,  excepting  only  that  they  dead 
i*ither  rear  altars  nor  ftatucs  in  honour  of  them.  They  vifitA'^^'^^- 

*  See  before,  p.  rij,  &  fcq.  Vide  &  auA.  fup.  citat. 

^         M  3  4    .  their 


angels. 
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thdr  fepulchres,   recommend  themfelves  to  their  prayerSj 

make  long  pilgrimages,  give  alms  and  oiFerings  in  honom 

fratijlatf  of  them,  and  tranflate  their  bones  ffom  one  place  to  an- 

tMr         other,  especially  to  preferve  them  from  being  infulted  by  anj 

hnes^  ^      q{  ti^e  GalUs^  Jgaus^  or  other  barbarous  nations  that  furround 

them  i  and  cv^n  infHtute  feftivals  in  memory  of  fuch  tranfla- 

tions».  . 

iTHEt  cxtfend  their  veneration  for  the  angelic  hierarchies 
alfoto  invocation,  on  account  of  their  guardianfhip  and  mi- 
niftry  to  the  living.  Thofe  they  divide  into  nine  degrees  oi 
orders,  v|2r»  angels,  archangels,  lords,  xup/6Ty,7«f,  magiftrates, 
«P/C*'*  throneSj  princes,  powers,  cherubim,  and  feraphim; 
to  which  fome  add  a  tenth,  viz.  of  thofe  who,  for  their  apd 
ftacy,  wer«  driven  out  of  heaven,  and  became  devils,  and  ene- 
mies to  mankind.  But  to  none  of  the  former  do  they  addrefi 
any  prayers,  or  pay^  any  other  than  a  great  veneration,  ex- 
cepting the  angdic,  under whofe  immediate  tuition  they  look 
upon  themfcjves  ^s  more  particularly  configned  by  the  Divine 
Providence  ^, 
ffM^ly  Though  they  hold  fcut  two  facraments,  properly  fo  call- 
"^ofa-  ed,  as  necef&ry  to  falvation  (whatever  foqieof  their  writing? 
^r^mentu  may  intimate  of  their  calling  the  Trinity,  incarnation,  dr^.by 
that  nanje),  (G),  v%z.  Baptifm  and  the  Holy  Communion, 

Father 

*  See  Lvpo;.p][j's  Calendar  of  their  Saints,  lib,  iii.  c  6.  J.  (^(h 
(c  fe'q.  ^  Id.  ibid.  c.  5.  §.  S5,  &  fcq. 


things,  he  gives  him  a  long  ac* 
count  of  the  AbiJpniMi  faith  \ 
and  fpeaking  of  their  Ifil^e  fa- 
craments, or,  as  he  ililes  them> 
according  to  the  true  meaning 
of  x^^'Greek  word,  myftferics,  he 
fays,^he  firft  of  them  is  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  moft  holy  Tri- 
nity, the  fecoiid  tha(  of  the  in^ 
carnattpa  of  the  Son  of  God^ 
the  third  baptiC^ii,  fbe  fourth 
the  holy  eucharill,  and  the  fifth 
the  refurreftion  of  the  dead. 

This  lettejf,  which  the  reader 
will  find  pabHfhed  among  ^the 
DiiTertations  of  Mr.  he  Grani^ 
printed  sktParis,  1728  (14),  a$ 
^  confcffion  of  that  monarch's 

*\  ride  la  CroKe  Uifi,  du.  Cbripanifme  d^ Etbiopicy  f,  85,  (13)  Pj»''^» 

*.  €^it.  ^.  74,  C^j'e^,  (i^)  Ltiirc  mijfive,  >.  451,  ^ /r^.        •    . 

-  •   faithi 


^  (G)  When  the  phyfician?c»- 
^et  was  fent  amba^ador  into 
Jbijfftnia  by  the  court  Qf  France, 
he  was  charged,  we  are  told  *,* 
to  make  the  ftri^teft  inquiry  h^ 
could  into  the  religion  of  that 
country ;  and  how  far,  and  in 
what  eiTential  points,  the  Coptic 
differed  from  the ^(^;ni7;9r  church. 
And  this  he  himfelf  tells  us,  he 
had  freqaent  opportunities  to 
do,  by  often  converling  with 
the  emperor,  the  abbots,  and 
others  of  the  clergy  (13).  Soon 
after  this*,  that  monarch,  who 
wa«  then  courting  .the  Frtnch 
Icing's  friend Ihip, fent  him  a  let-^ 
tcr,    in    which,    among   other 


#"^ 


fatbor  TiSfz  adds  three  more  to  the  number,  viz.  ordina- 

tio9,  peoancey  and  marriage  i  but  oums,  with  the  author  kft  ^ 

qootd,  that  they  are  very  ignorant  both  of  the  matter  and 

prmof  adffiinifi^ng  than  ;  and  that  they  know  nothing  of 

pieother  two^  viz.  confirmatioa  and  extreme  un^on.    But, 

ibr  thii,  bgth  he  aiKl  his  Fortzigue/e  brethren  have  been  cen* 

fiuped  as  dunces,  of  more  zeal  than  knowlege,  by  fome  French 

v^i&oi  th&fame  fi:atemity»  with  no  lefs  warmth^  and  with 

^Iktk  reafon,  as  the  reader  may  fee  by  what  hath  been  faid 

-H  the  lai(  dote,  and  what  has  been,fidd  in  the  foitgoing  chap- 

tor,  in  fpeaking  of  the  rites  of  the  Coptic  church^; 

;^  They  hold  baptifin  to  be  necef&ry  to  falyation ;  that  if  Brnpt^m 

^k  to  be  adminiftered  by  a  prleft,  and  performed  by  a  how  cat* 

librecfoki  immerfion,  if  the  infant  is  capable  cf  bearing  \lf*rred. 

'  Sec  before,  vol  xiv.  p.  f  jo,  &  fcq. 


ijWhedber  geniuoe  or  coun- 
Feiied,  as  it  is  fuppofed  by 
By,  from  jthc  fbangenefs  of 
theology,  the  lame  manner 
"which  the  myftcries  of  Chri- 
ity  are  handled  and  ex* 
",  and  the  badnefs  of  the 
•h  tranflation,  doth  how- 
tive  us  a  moral  affarance, 
the  AhiJJinians  do  not  hold 
fame  feven  facraments  ihat 
church  of  Rome  doth,  and 
f^a  late  Vrench  Jefuit  haUi  en-' 
iied  to  maintain,  in  plain 
ition  to  all  the  Portuguefe 
naries  (15) ;  and,  2.  that 
jha?e  a  quite  different  no- 
Sof  that  word,  and  a  very 
^  one  of  what  the 
call  the  matter  and 
of  a  facrament,  which  i$. 
all  the  Fortuguefi  fathers 
^  dharge  them  with.  Should 
(bppofe  that  miffivc  letter 
and  falfely  afcribed  to 
monarch  for  fome  private 
yet  it  is  natural  to  think 
the  contrivers  would  take 
lb  be  well  informed  of  the 
to  and  prafticeof  this  church. 


feeing  any  miilake  or  devia- 
tion, efpecially  (b  n-eataone 
as  this,  would  fOon  deftroy  thp 
credit  of  the  letter,  and  lay  the 
forgery  open  to  the  world,——. 
Whereas  there  is  hardly  any 
material,  article  in  th^t  piece^ 
but  what  we  find  confirn^d  by. 
one  or  more  of  the  Pori^guefi 
writers,  from  their  oyr;i  know 
Mge." 

The  truth  is,  the  Fr</f r /&  Jc- 
(vix,  above  quoted,  who,  by  his 
long  abode  in  Egypt ,  might  be 
thorpughly  informed  of  the  faith 
and  pradice  of  theCp/ZKchurch, 
oppofes  the  relations  ofiikeJH/- 
Jiman^mi&oMx'vdtpOniy  becaufe 
they  are  contrary  to  what  he. 
had  obferved  ta  be  pra£iifed 
^WQng  the  Com  in  Egypt^  fup- 
pofmg  that  -there  was  a  perfe^ 
uniformity  between  tjiem  ;->-* 
whereas,  in  fa£l,  there  is,  in 
many  cafes,  a  manifeft  differ- 
ence between  them,  as  will  be 
(ben  in  the  fequel :  fo  that  -no- 
thing can  be  juftly  urged  from 
thepradlice  of  the  one  againft. 
that  of  the  other. 


A. 


(15)  Da  Sinu^  f^itfri  s4  FUurianf  ap»  LeGrand^  JXtJirtat,  xu  p.  31  j,  & 


M4 


without 
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Sacred  un*  Without  daoger  of  its  life ;  if  Bot,  the  threefold  afperfion  of 
Sidn,  water  over  the  whole  naked  body  is  reckoned  fufficient.  The 
firft  immerfioh  is  made  only  of  one-third  of  the  body,  in  the 
name  of  the  Father ^  the  fecond  of  two-thirds  of  the  body, 
or.  up  to  the  breaft,  in  the  name  of  the  Son,  and  the  laft  is 
of  the  whole  body,  over  head  and  ears,  in  the  name  of  the 
Jfofy  Chqft,  If  the  child  is  only  fprinkled,  it  is  done  in  the 
fame  form  and  order.  Thuis  far  they  follow  the  antient  rule  j 
,but  they  have  fmcc  added  fome  other  fupcrftitious  ceremonies, 
unknown  to  the  primitive  church :  as,  firft,  the  anointing 
the  whole  body,  efpecially  evoy  joint  of  it  from  head  to 
foot,  with  the  holy  chryfma,  or,  as  they  call  it,  Meyron  (H), 
which  is  a  moft  co£Uy  mixture  of  fweet  oil,  balm,  and  otha 
odoriferous  drugs  and  gums,  made  and  blefled  in  a  moft  io 
lemn  manner  by  the  patriarch  himfelf,  and  by  him  difperfed 
,  among  the  biftiops  and  clergy,  to  be  ufed  immediately  aftei 

the  third  immerfion ;  without  which  they  do  not  tWnk  the 
baptifin  pcrfcft  or  vaUd.  The  next  thing  tljey  do  is  the  ad- 
miniftering  the  holy  communion  to  the  child,  in  both  kinds  j 


fH)  TKey  ufc  two  forts  of 
undtions,  the  one  ivith  this 
Meyron^  Mf  poj',  which  Is  fo  cofl- 
ly,  and  made  with  fach  folem- 
pity,  that  our  author  tells  us 
that  ceremony  had  not  been 
performed  for  20  years,  when 
the  Alexandrian  patriarch  re- 
newed it,  anno  1703,  during  his 
abode  there ;  at  which  were 
prcfent  a  great  number  of  bi- 
ceps, abbots,  priefts,  and  dea- 
cons, who  were  all  chanting  the 
pra^  ers,  pialms,  and  other  por- 
tions bf  Scripture,  whilft  the 
prelate  was  mixing  the  fcveral 
ingredients,  which  took  upal- 
moft  the  whole  day.  Their  cm- 
pctors.at  their  coronation,  are 
anointed  with  it,  and  fo  is  every 
one  that  is  baptized  according 
to  the  rite  of  the  Coptic  church. 
Our  author  adds,  that  it  coft 
thepeffon  who  defrayed  the 
,  charge  6f  the  laft  corapofition 
abovq  1,600  crowns. 


The  other  unClion  iis  madu 
only  with  holy  oil,  with  whid 
the  veffels  which  held  the  m 
Meyron  have  been  rinfed,  or  in* 
to  which  a  few  drops  are  pear* 
ed  by  the  patriarch,  andi 
therefore  lefs  colli y  ;  and,whc| 
fpent,  every  prieft  hath  powc| 
to  confecrate  a  new  fupply  0! 
it  for  his  own  ufe ;  whereas  tfa< 
former  can  only  be  confecratd 
by  the  patriarch  of  the  church 
This  inferior  fort,  which  th^ 
QVL\\Ga/i//eum,  is  likewife  i4f|| 
in  baptifm,  apd  in  muchgreSNI 
quantity,  as  they  make  hot  & 
un^lions  with  the  firft,  and  %i 
with  the  latter.  Both  are  ac 
com panied  with  proper  prayer 
and  other  cxorcifms  (i7),uhicl 
we  need  not  dwell  upon,  as  wi 
have  good  rcafon  to  qucftioi 
whether  the  AbiJJtne  church  is  fi 
exa6l  and  pun^ilious  in  theij 
ihatters  as  thatof£^/r;  abou 
which  fee  the  following  nQte« 


(f7)  Vtde  Uernfit^  Letter  to  Father  Fkuiian,    Fidi  ei  li  GtM9d,  Difcrt.i 

/,  313,  #///^; 

wbict 
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wiich.is  done  by  dipping  a  bit  of  the  confccratcd  bread  into  Mftdcdm- 
the  wine,  and  applying  it  to  the  child's  lips  ;  though  foinc««wtf« 
pricfts  content  themfelves  with  dipping  the  tip  of  their  finger  ^''*'<»  ^ 
into  the  cup,  and  putting  it  into  its  mouth.     And  as  they  ^^^A'"' 
keep  no  confecrated  elements  by  them,  if  the  child  chance  to'^*''* 
he  baptized  in  the  afternoon,  the  mother,  or  if  (he  is  not  able 
to  be  prefent,  her  deputy,   muft  ftay.  with  it  In  the  church 
till  next  morning,  when  new  ones  are  confecrated  ;  for  this 
they  likewife  believe  to  be  of  the  fame  importance  with  the 
Mftion,  to  render  the  baptifm  efFeftual  m. 

They  admit  of  godfathers ;  but  'Whether  under  the  notion  Otherritei 
of  fponfors,  or  only  to  prefent  them  at  the  font  and  at  tht  reiating 
communion-table,  which  is  one  part  of  their  office,  we  are  *^  »^- 
not  told.     Some  other  fuperftitious  rites  they  obferve,  fuch 
as  Bghdng  of  candles,  exorcifms,  bleffing  of  the  water, 
fiffo^wng  fait,  meyrtmy  and  holy  oil,  into  it;  and  intermixing 
prayers  foitable  to  each,  reading  of  the  gofpels,  and  fomc 
others  not  worth  dwelling  upon ;  efpccially  as  we  find  fuch 
various  accounts  of  them  among  our  authors,  that  unlefs  we 
admit,  that  one  part  of  the  Coptic^  or  even  of  the  Ahijfintan^ 
church  differs  from  another,  and  as  probably  perhaps  one  age 

.  from  another,  we  {hall  hardly  know  which  ot  them  to  believe 

•  hefwe  the  other  (I). 

How- 
*  Alvarez,  Tellbz,  Lobo,  Codign,  Lxtdoipr,  5r  al. 


(I)  Thus,  forlnftance,  Al^a- 
<ff»  tells  us,  that,  itt  his  time^ 
Acre  were  hardly  kiiy  fonts  or 
baptifleries,  nor  any  iminer- 
fions,  ufed  in  the  baptifm  of 
.infaDts;  bat  that  their  godfa- 
Sliers  held  their  naked  bodies  a 
foie  reclined,  whilft  the  prieft 
|Mred  the  water  over  it  three 
times,  with  the  ofual  form  of, 
Ihaptize  fhee^  &c.  Whilft  others 
^ve  us  a  long  detail  of  the  im- 
JDerfion,  and  affirm  it  to  be  uni- 
verfally  pra£tifed,  as  well  as 
die  andion,  communion,  and 
other  ceremonies  accompany- 
ing it  (i  8). 

Again,  we  are  told,  that  'ma- 
ny pricfts,  tither  throogh  igno- 
lance,  or  in  compliance  tofome 


old  illicit  cuflom,  made  ufeofa 
a  different  form  of  biiptifm  than 
that  preftribed  by  Chrifl  and 
the  primitive  church ;  and,  in* 
ftead  of,  /  baptixe  thee  in  the 
name  of  the  father y  &c.  faid,  / 
hafti:ce  thee  in  the  tvaters  of 
Jordan  (19). 

But  this  difTonance  is  not  con-, 
fined  to  ^<t?ortugUtfe  and  French/ 
wHter* ;  we  find  it  no  Icfs  fre- 
quent among  the  Ahiffintans 
themfelves;  againft  whom  the 
judieious  Jefuit  C9/%ff«j,  among 
many  other  authors-  who  have 
made  the  fame  complaints,  adds 
thisfevere,  though  juft,  refle- 
xion : 

Scio  ^eklum  Mariam  Abajft^ 
num  monachum,  de  quo  dicam  in* 


.  {T^)  Uinerar.  afud7tlU»,  uBifupra^  (19)  riJt  Lc  Grand ^  Dijftrt,  xL  d$ 
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KtitfTAiU    Ho WETBR  that  be,^  the  fathers  mUfioaar^eSi  after  tl^ey  h^ 
«/  thefer-  ^ned  the  cmperoi:  -S^^gw^t/'s. favour,  aad  brought  him  over  to 
A^^'v  of  their  church,  found  fo  many  faults,  whether  real  or  not,  ia 
mjefia^i^  the  manner  and  form  of  the  Jbiffinian  priefts  adnjiinifteving 
that  iacrament^  that  they  eafJy  perfuaded  him  to  or4er  jit  tq 
be  reiterated ;    and  accordingly  great  numbers  came,  and 
were  rebaptized  by  them,  to  the  great  fcandal  o£  the  whcJ* 
peqple,  both  clergy  and  laity,  though  the  ceremopiy  was  per- 
formed conditionally,  that  is,  with  thefi?  words.  If  thou  art 
not  baptized  (that  is,  r^gularfy  and  effeSiually  fo)  I  baptize 
Jitemfi-    tbet^  &c. ;  fop  the  very  calling  the  vaHdity  of  their  baptifm 
^ncei  of  in  queftjon  fo  eaiafpera|;ed  the  nation,  that  it  baftened  theii; 
that  fief,    total  expulfipn  ;  and  t;be  new  ^mfcror  Facila^^. or  Bafiluks^ 
inade  that  bold  ai&onting  flep  a  matter  of  heavy  co^lplaiIIt 
and  reproach  againJft  the  tlien  I^oman  patriarchy  ^V9^I^  ^^^' 
dfz,^  in.  bis  decree  for  thejr  expulfion,  accuiing  them  to  have 
rebaptized  his  fubjc^s^  qs,  if  tbcy.  had  beenL  fj&athens  avd  pub" 
hcofks^  nQtviit/jfianditJgtif^uiU  d^erencffker^  was  befwem 

fvAtin  rtten/endi's fuQrtfjn,  errori-  faw  t}i^  faflfie  per£c)rrac4,  a^dSf 

bus y  fie  a  Zagazuho^  adto  difcre-  th^t  the  p^nperor  had  ca.aftd  \ 

fAJje^^  qdeoque  in  hac  r^  maleinUr  (pacious  bafon  to  be  made  for 

fi^  tofrjenire  Ahajfinot^  qui  dfud  '  that  purpbfe,  for  his  qwn  and 

noj  funt,  ut  Thomas  a  fe/u,  in  houihold's  *  ttfe,' and  rcprcfentsr 

the^upo  fuo,  de  Ahafiinis  agens^  it  only  as  an  ablution  in  memo* 

'    .            torMmqitf  fo(  partis  autorHu^irh  tx  pf,  Q«c  jSav}ottr.'».  ba|)tiftn, 

tus  rsfereftft  merito  dtcat  dijficile  and   by  which  they  hope  to  be 

egk4c  kis  rehm  c$rtm^^{\(ii^ ds%  w^ftwd  it^^  t^ein  fin?'  i2i(X^ 

^w>4.    f4im  ego  juii9  fi^m>df-  N.otwith(lMdiDgwhichythisi(\« 

cfre  nifi  Jj^ax  qua  hie  fr^»9.  f-T?  HQeeftjt  .9u(i^  bath  bee^  flrong-. 

tpfi$  fatrum  tifftrorum.^'in  J-  ly,  ui^d  ^  2^  plain  proof  o£ 

i^j^4.  digutft^  emm:^^e  .  hafieni  ^\x  reiteiatJBg  the  facram«ot 

fffjfs^a  €0gmfujj/imhtt€pii{^.  of  bapti(m, -b^aufe  ^ey  hav«t 

-    Another  author  telU  u(,  with  ^^ne  {9  upfpn  fon^  oc^afi^os  ofi 

relation   to  baptifm,  that  the  a  qiJ^te  .^ifip.rent  natifce  [zz% 

^^J/mf..  h^v^    ^en    uijiJHftiy  ^From  ^11  wbjch  iAftanced^.  ouij 

charged  with  rcpeatij^    tha^r  r^adpr^  in^y.fpe  ^qw  difiicuU  ]i\ 

baptUrn^  becaofe  thf^  ^  ^^  ga  is  to  corneal  any  certaiat^coa-. 

9nd  waih  thenpfelvci  ie  B^nds^  cer^ii^tbefi^  momentous  poii)t|i; 

and  rivers  on  Epiphany  day^  in  of  their  iairfi  and  praftice,  ci- 

memory  of  our  S^vio^r^  bap-  sber  fcom  their  qwn  accovncf/ 

tiYm,  reputing  certain  pi-aycFs  •  ^  from  tfcpfe  of  fpreigci  writ-J 

tkepri€;ils  alio  aOiiling  at  the  firs, 
eef^/nony  :    and  Poofet^  .whq 

'  ('aI  f(¥ffg!'*  1. 1,  e^  ^5.  (ai)  t/rttu,  Mp,  iund*  Pmtt,  Enft 

P,  60,  (22)  AlfBitif,^4tMde^L  ii  t.  33,  a.  4,  Goiiign^  ubtjuf^igti.  yil: 

l*t  Grand,  ukifup, 
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t}uk  two  churches  ".    Whkh  cxpreffions,  wc  may  reafonably 
fuppofe,  -with  Mr.  Ludolph^  that  moaarch  would  hardly  liavc 
urged  againft  them,  if  the  Jbijfmian  church  had  been  guilty  Wajhing 
of  that  other  error  with  which  they  brand  it ;  viz,  the  rcite-  ^«  ^P^- 
radng  of  baptifnj ;  a  charge  founded  merely  on  thexeremony  5^^"^ , 
mentioned  in  the  laft  note,  of  a  general  wafliing  on  the  fcfH-   V*  *^^* 
wl  oiEpiphat^^  ia  honour  of  our  Saviour's  baptifm.    Btft  ^i^^J^ 
here  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  repeat  what  the  gocd  father  At-  ^  y^p^ 
varez  fays  ci  it,  and  upon  it ;  becaufc  it  wHl  at  once  convince  /^. 
our  readers  of  the  great  advantage  they  made  of  the  emperor 
SegueiTs  weaknefs,  and  compliance  to  them.    His  words  are 
thefe: 

"  On  the  4th  of  January  1521,  the  PreJhyUr  John^  tliat  Alvarez V 
*'  is,  the  emperor,  ordered  us  to  tranfport  our  tents  to  a  account  ^ 
"  place  where  he  had  caufcd  a  large  pond  or  ba{on  of  water  «'• 
'*  to  be.  Qiade,  to  be  baptized  in  it,  according  to  cuftom,  on 
"  the  enfuing  Epiphany.  As  foon  as  we  were  come  thither, we 
"  were  afked  whether  we  woujd  not  be  baptized  ;  to  which 
'*  I  anfwcrcd,  we  have  been  fo  already,  and  cannot  be  fo 
"  again.  The  ambaflador,  however,  and  fome  of  his  re- 
*'  tinue,  added,,  that  they  would  do  as  the  king  plcafed  r  up« 
'*  on  which,  I  was  again  invited  to  do  fo ;  but  anfwered  as  I 
'*  had  done  before.  They  then"  aiked,  whether  any  water 
"  fliould  be  brought  into  our  tents,  iince  we  cared  pot  to  go 
"  into  the  pond  ;  which  the  ambaflador  agreed  to,  expedli- 
**  ing  to  have  feen  fome  great  fight;  but  was  difappoinled^ 
^'  nothing  that  was  done  there  beipg  either  pleafing  or  de^ 
"  cent.      .  * 

"  The  Ahljfmian  priefts  repaired  thither  in  great  numbers  Theempg* 
**  on  the  eve,  and  facng  the  whole  night.  To  blefs  the  pondj  rwr  and 
**  they  threw  holy  water  into  it ;  and  the  king,  arriving  about  *he  court 
**  midnight,  was  the  firfl  that  was  baptized,  with  his  queen^  aJJifiatii^ 
**  and  the  Abuna  March.     On  the  next  miming,  the  PortU' 
*•  gue/e  were  invited  to  come  nearer  the  water,  that  they 
**  might  have  a  fuller  view  of  the  whole  ceremony.  Alvarez 
"  came,  and  placed  himfelf  over-againft  the  king.      The 
**  pond  was  fquare,  furrounded  with  planks,  and  covered 
*'  with  waxen  cotton  cloth,  and  one  went  into  the  water  by 
**  fix  fteps.     The  water  was  conveyed  into  it  by  a  pipe,  and 
^*  fl:rained  through  a  fack,  that  was  tied  to  the  mouth  of  it. 
**  The  croud  was  very  great ;  and  an  old  man,  who  had  been  An  old 
**  his  majefty's  preceptor,  flood  in  the  water  up  to  his  fhoul-  man  baf* 
"  ders,  and  plunged  the  heads  of  every  one  that  came  to  him,  tiz^^tbofe 
^*  ufing  thefe  words^/^ajitf/z^  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  ^^^'  ^^^'• 

Mid.  ibid,  L?  Grand,  Diiicrt.:p.  ': 
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<*  San,  and  Holy  Ghqft.    They  were  all  ftark-riaked,  without 
**  ^ny  the  leaft  covering ;  and  thofe  of  a  middle  fize  went 
**  down  but  four  or  five  fteps.     The  king  called  the  PortU' 
*«  gue/e  to  him,  and  a(ked  Jlvarez,  what  he  thought  of  that 
"  ceremony;  who  readily  anfwered,  that  it  could  neither  be 
AlvarczV  «<  reftified  nor  juftified  by  any  thing  but  a  good  intention, 
*//V/w/r  of  u  feeing  the  council  of  Nice,  which  was  equally  acknowleged 
^'  "  by  the  AlnJJine  and  Roman  churches,  allowed  but  of  one 

<*  baptifm.  But  what  muft  be  done  with  returning  apoftates, 
<«  replied  the  king,  in  X)rder  t6  reconcile  them  to  the  church  ? 
**  Hs  that  believes,  and  (s  baptized,  anfwered  our  Portuguefe^ 
«*  Jball  befaved ;  and  he  that  believeth  not,  Jhall  be  damned. 
^*  We  ought  to  inftruA,  and  pray  for,  thefe  apoftates ;  and, 
"  if  they  will  not  return,  burn  them  ialive :  but  if  any  of 
*•  them  comes  fiill  of  grief  and  fliame  for  his  apoftacy,  a^id 
^  •*  begs  for  mercy  and  pardon,  the  Abuna  ought  to  abfbtve 

"  him,  and  impofe  a  fuitable  penance  at  the  fame  time,  un- 
"  lefs  he  think  it  much  better  to  turn  him  over  to  the  pope, 
*«  in  whom  alone  is  lodged  the  whple  power  of  the  church. 
"  He  added,  that,  if  they  refufed  to  be  converted,  they  ought 
**  to  be  committed  to  the  flames,  as  is  piaftifed  by  the  whole 
•*  Rmnan  church  <>.** 
^e  emft'     This  whole  difcourfe,  it  feems  highly  pleafed  the  king; 
rori  reply  who,  in  cxcufc  for  that  ceremony,  told  Alvarez,  that  his 
4»  *V.         his  grandfather  had  iriftituted  it  by  the  advice  of  fome  of  his 
jnoft  able  and  learned  divines,  in  order  to  prevent  fo  many 
"fouls,  who  had  fallen  ftom  God,  from  being  utterly  loft. 
nh  f»-     From  this  account,  allo^ying  it  to  be  as  genuine,  as  it  is  lame 
ficmnorr-  and  imperfeft  with  regard  to  what  it  is  brought  in  to  prove, 
iteration    ,viz,  a  reiteration  of  baptifm,  we  would  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
<5f  ^^f'     ,that  it  was,  at  the  moft,  but  a  modern  inftitutidn,  and  of  no 
^^'  %      ionger  ftanding  than  two  or  three  generations,  and  not  the 
pi-a6ticcof  the  antienty/j^/^wr  church,     2.  That  the  dipping 
tjf  the  penitents  that  ofier  themfclves,  and  the  form  of  words, 
J  baptize  thee,  &c.'is  no- where  elfe,  that  we  can  find  by  other 
authors,  pra6Vifed  in  the  whole  empire  but  in  this  place; 
they  every-where  elfe  going  indifFerentiy  into  the  next  river, 
pond,  e5rr.  men  and  women,  without  regard  to  decency,  and 
only  wafhing  themfelves,  and  uttering  a  few  prayers  *,  and,  if 
we  will  believe  their  own  coitfeffioii,  only  in  memory  of  pur 
Saviour's  baptifm  in  the  river  yori/^;/  p.     3*  That,  even  from 
the  king's  own  word*,  it  was'only  inftituted  in  the  behalf  of 
fuch  as  had  apoftatized  from  the  faith :  for,  among  thofe  vaft 

^  ALVARt7,  Ttinerar.  Le  Grand,  DifTert.  xi.  TELti«»Lu- 
COLPU.         ^  SeePdNC£?sp.  89.  Ludolfh,  k  al. 
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cmods  that  went  into  the  king's  pond  or  bafon,  v^e  don't  find 
that  die  good  old  man  baptized  any  but  fuch  as  offered  thcm- 
felves  to  him ;  and  thofe  might  be  of  the  apoftate  kind ;  a^d 
who  knows  how  many  of  them  might  not  be  of  the  number 
of  thofe  who  had  gcme  dver  to  the  church  of  lionte,  and, 
having  repented  of  their  defeftion,  came  to  reap  the  bjinefits 
of  this  new-invented  eicpedient  ?   For  it  is  not  faid,  neither 
can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  old  man  could  perform  the  cert- 
mony  on  thofe  vaft  multitudes  that  went  into  the  water,  in  fo 
ibort  a  time  as  twelve  hours ;  for  it  began  at  midnight,  and. 
ended  at  noon.     4.  We  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that  the^«/tfjcw- 
AMfinians  obferved  a  great  number  of  Jewijh  rites  **,  one  of  ifti  ablw 
which,  among  the  latter,  was  this  of  waihing  and  immer-  '>*«»• 
fion,  upon  every  kind  of  defilement,  whether  natural  or  ac- 
dfental ;  all  which  might  be  properly  called,  in  a  large  fenfe, 
fo  many  baptiims,  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  word. 
It  is,  therefore,  far  from  being  improbable,  that  the  Ahtjfinian  hi  favour 
diurch  might  have  inftituted  this  general  one  with  the  {2LmcofapO' 
view  at  firft,  and  deemed  it  the  more  efficacious  towards  the  fiates» 
waihing  away  all  fuch  pollutions,  by  its  being  ordered  to  he/^ff^fy 
performed  on  the  day  on  which  Chrift*s  baptiim  was  cortime^ /"Pf^A^  ^^ 
inorated  ;  and  all  this  without  once  dreaming  of  its  ever  be-  ^^  «»««^^- 
ii^  mifinterpreted  as  a  reiteration  of  the  baptifmal  facrament. 
And  if  the  repetition  of  the  form  was  afterwards  enjoined  ia 
fcTour  of  returning  apoflates,  in  Seguects  grandfather's  reign, 
it  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  an  innovation  introduced,  per- 
haps, in  imitation  of  fome  antient  churches  and  fathers,  who '     1 
thought  that  fuch  apoftates  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the 
church  without  being  rebaptized ;  for  we  find  accordingly, 
that,  after  the  total  expulfion  of  the  miffionaries  out  of  the 
empire^  an  order  was  iffued  out  for  a  general  rebaptization,  to 
wafli  away  all  the  fins  and  defilements,  which  had  been  con- 
'ftHfied  by  the  late  defeftion  to  the  church  oiRome^  during  the 
preceding  reign  *.  But  this,  whether  we  fHle  it  an  ablution  or 
abaptifm,  is  no  more  the  true  antient  praftice  of  the  Abiffi-  Baptifm 
mn  church,  than  thofe  marks  which  are  branded  with  ^  red-  hyfre. 
hot  iron  on  the  foreheads  and  nofes  of  the  Abijfmians  are  of 
their  being  baptized  with  fire  (K) ;  with  which  praftice, 

^  See  before,  p.  133,  &fcq.     ♦Alf.  Mindez,  1.  ii.  c.33.  §.4. 

(K)    Referi,    fays    Codignusy  inurere  Jiigmata :  id  vero  adeo 

^^  OHtifuos  hiftoricos  ex  wete'  firiSte  ohjer'variy   utji  quit  ah/- 

nm  imperaiorum   infiituto  afud  que  illo  figno  deprehendatur,  IH 

^c  gent  em  pofitum  in  more  bap'  bertatem  awittat  ,fiatque  imp^rn^ 

Hf^i  ptterMli  in  front e  quadam  toris  mancipium  (23). 

never* 
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neverthelefs  that  church  hath  been  uojuftly  taxed,  btit  &Uy 
cleared  fince  by  feveral  learned  authors  ' ;  that  beiag  only  a 
cuflom  common  to  Mohammedans  and  heathens,  as  well  as 
Ethiof>ianSf  a[>d  defigned  as  a  cauAic,  to  prevent  their  children 
being  troubled  with  cattarhs,  and  other  deflnxtons  on  th« 
eyes,  and  in-  no  fenfe  an  a6t  of  religion.     Thus  much  may 
fuffice  with  refpeft  to  this  article  of  baptifm ;  on  which  if  we 
have  dwelt  fomewhat  longer,  we  hojpe  the  reader  will  not  be 
difpleafed  at,  feeing  there  was  no  other  way  of  fetdag  it  in  a 
true  light,  from  the  di&rent  accounts  which  fo  many  writers 
have  given  us  of  it,  and  much  lefs  from  the  mifreprefenta- 
tions  and  calumnies  which  have  been  raifed  againft  the  Jbif*  * 
fine  church,  on  account  of  their  pretended  reiteration*  and 
otlier  abufes,  'of  that  facred  rite. 
Koeonfir-      We  have  already  fhewn  from  Father  Tellet^  Mr.  Lsido^^ 
ffiation      and  others  %  that  the  Jbiffinians  neither  allow  of  coniiiina* 
joined       tion  nor  extreme  unftion ;  yet  fuch  is  the  partiality  of  fomft 
nvith  iaf'oi  t\it  komi/h^  efpecially  the  fr^;;r^,  writers,  rhat,.in  order  to 
ii/m,         fin^  ojjt  their  feven  facraments  among  them,  th^y  have,  ^di 
mnch  fubtility,  endeavoured  to  blind  the  world  wixh  the  na- 
tion, that  the  un£tion  which  they  ufe  in  thdr  baptifia^  viui  > 
•    that  of  the  chryfma  or  meyron^  is  in  lieu,  or  rather  is  that  \ 
very  facrament ' ;  diefallacy  of  which  muft  appear  to  allim*'* 
biafled  perfons,  on  the  following  confideratiotis.     i.  Thatth«| 
church  of  Rome  ufes  the  fame  undion  by  their  cfcryfma  iai 
their  baptifm  of  infants,  without  looking  upon  it  as  any  parti- 
of  confirmation.     2.  It  enjoins  the  latter  to'be  adminiherrfl] 
to  adult  perfons,  who  are  able  to  ^V)e  an  account  of  thcflP^: 
faith,  and  to  take  thefe  baptifmal  engagements  upon  them*'! 
felves,;  whereas  the  AbiJ/inians  beftow  the  unftioa  od  infant^'j 
who  are  incapable  x)f  either.     3.  The  form  and  prajers  nfei  j 
in  the  unAion,  which  the  curious  reackr  may  £?e  in  the  mar^ 
gin  (L),  plainly  Anew  it  to  be  the  fame,  and  petfsirmediiridb 

•i 

^. Vide,  int.  al.  Codjcn,!.  i.  c.  35^,  .Lt7noLi»H,  l.lli.  c*6,  ffl«*i 
41,  42.  Remaudot,  pen-petuit.  fid.  tom..iv.  c.  84.  AxvARE2,ubi^ 
fup.  &  al.  «  Vid*  &  Cod.ick,Alzevedo,  AtF.  M£Knix> 

&  a),  mult.  *  Vide  Bernat's  Letter  to  Fleurian,  h%' 

QRA»B,Diflert.  xi.^iil.  •.      •       :  i 

(L)  .In  tWs .  ceremony,  tHc  Or  holy  chryfin,  and  begins  wittTi 

child  being  held  naked  befoife  anointii^g  the  forehead  crofs*' 

the  prieft  who  bapirres  it,  he  wife,  witk  thefe  words,  *•  The 

takes,  with  the  tip  of  hisifinger,  **  chryfma  of  grace  «id  of  At 

a  fmall  quantity  of  the  meyron  "  Holy  Ghoft  j"thc  mouth  and 


ifcefime view  ks  that  whidi  the  ^Hdiwtfn  priefts  ufc  it,  ithA  ft 
fay  both  church^  enjoined  fas  a  cooftitueat  part  of  baptifm. —  ' 
Toflil'thefe  if  We  add,  thait  neither  the  Miffinim  rituals  nor 
catedufms  mention  any  thing  of  confirmation,  mnch  kfs  have 
K&y  fet  form  for  performing  it,  We  fhall  ^lily  perceive  how 
vain  it  is  to  feek  for  any  fuch  thing  as  the  Romjh  confirmation 
in  Ahifiniai  or  for  what  Father-^^rmif  fo  peremptorily  af- 
bms,  thatconfiiteatiofilpimediatdy  fellows  baptifm  in  their 
dinrch,  any  more  than  it  doth  in  Ms  own  «. 

We  have  ak^dy  mentioned  then:  manner  of  confeffing  ^^«wof 
and  fccdving  penance  and  abfolution  from  their  priefts,-  or  »^>^«* 
"iAAbmta  *;  but  though  they  allow  the  neceffity  of  both,  '"^^ 
tbafl  which  nothing  can  be  a  more  plain  proof  than  the  mul* 
titudes  and  frequency  of  penitents  attending  at  the  chorch- 
<loDfs,  and  the  bundles  of  olive  rods  that  are  conftantly  fct 
tkew  for  that  •  ufe,  yet  it  doth  not  appear,  that  they  have 
mr  given  that  rite  the  dde  of  a  facrament,  or  look  upo6  it 

"  Li  Or  and,  ubi  fup.  p.  321,  ^  See  before,  p.  140. 


QOfe  next,  whilft  he  fays,"  The 
"chryfiD,  pledge  of  the  king- 
Hfm  of  heaven ;"  to  that  of 
*ttc  ears  he  fays,**  The  chry  fm 
'*«ffellowihip  and  eternal  and 
•immortal  life."  At  the  un- 
Ikn  of  the  in  and*  tut- fide  of 
.4c  hands,  he  fays,  "  The  holy 
**nnaion  of  Chrifl:  our  God, 
??iftdinaclibie  charaaer/'  On 
*6breaft,  he  fays,  "Thepcr- 
■^feflion  of  grace  of  the  Holy 
iNJhoft,  and  fliield  of  the  trae 
%Kth;'  To  the  knees  and  el- 
prs,  he  fays,  '*  I  anoiAtyou 
••*idi  holy  chryfm,  in  the 
•name  of  the  Father,  Son, 
Hwl  Holy  Ghoft  r  and  coii- 
lUes  every  period  with  4nun» 
*  Nov,  this  being  almoft  the 
*^  fame  form  and  manner  in 
^kk  this  andion  is  performed 
^^^  baptifm  of  infants  in  the 
church,  with  this  only 
ice,  that,  in  this  h&^  the 


piieil  anoints  the  child  a  fecond 
time  with  his  fpi^de,  and  hath 
his  clerk  attending  to  fay  the 
jimen  for  him ;  how  could  it 
enter  into  atiy  man's  head  to 
afiirm  it  to  be  only  a  part  of 
baptifm  in  the  one,  and  confir- 
mation in  the  other  ?  orWhat  w 
there  in  the  form  of  words  of 
the  ceremony,  that  hath  the 
leaft  refemblance  to  the  R$mi^ 
confirmation,  as  is  pretended  by 
tfaofe  French  authors  (23)  ? 

Add  to  this,  that  the  long 
prayer,  which  he  afterwards  re. 
peats  by  way  of  cOnclufion,  the 
giving  them  the  holy  commu* 
nion,  fetting  the  crown  on  theii^ 
head,  and  the  blefling  he  gives 
io  them  and  the  byflandei's,  are 
all  alike  parts  of  the  baptifm al 
ofBce,  and  fo  fet  down  in  their 
rituals  and  liturgy,  without  any 
mention  of  confirmation  (24}. 


fij)  RinauJoty  ferpetuit,  fitt,  t«m.  v*p,  65,  &fe^.  Sernst,  tetter  to  Father 
fkarien,  Le  Grand,  Dijirt,  %'u  -de  kapf'jm,  ^  tonfinpit.  Abijfiri.  p.  2^3,  fif 
hx  {24)  '^^'^^  Rftuat  &  Offic.' Baptifm ' Efi>iopi-Litrin,  edit,  Rtm,  Codfgti, 
Vi(. 35,  y  alibi,  TelU», Ludol^b,i^  aUfup,citat, 

any 
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Confejpons  anyothefwife  than  asT  a  preparatory  qualification  for  that  of 
hegin  very  the  holy  commuaion.    Neither  are  they  over-hafty  in  oblip 
iate.         ing  young  people  to  come  to  either,  feeing  they  look  upon  att 
the  fins  they  conunit  before  they  are  arrrived-at  twenty* 
years  of  age  little  more  or  lefs  than  flips  of  youth,  for  wUck 
they  will  not  be  called  to  an  account"^.    And  herdn^  agaln^ , 
it  is  plain,  that  they  do  not  follow  the  canons  of  the  Coptk 
churchi  which  obliges  them  to  come  to  confeffion  and  com* 
munion,  at^  or  foon  after,  the  age  of'  ten,  from  which  tim©' 
they  begin  to  obferve  the  fefts  of  the  church  ^ ;  but  are  mnch 
more  remifs  in  their  difcipline ;  which  is  no  wonder,  confider- 
ing  the  ignorance  and  corruption  of  manners,  which  we  havr 
obferved  to  reign  through  the  whole  empire,  from  thtAbum 
ne  Abif-  down  to  the  very  loweft  of  the  clergy  *.     It  is  therefore  im<* 
finiaft       pertinent  in  our  late  French  Jefuits  *,  to  be  ever  objefting  the 
church  is   canons  and  rituals  of  the  CoJ>tic  church,  and  to  infer  fronr 
not  in  all  thence,  that  the  faith  and  praftice  of  that,  of  ^(Jj^ww  mutt 
thingi       xsi\3&.  be,  in  every  age,  conformable  to  it,  when  almoft  every  i 
^abUHthe  ^^'^"^ ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^hem  in  the  Portugue/e Fathers,  who  wan^ 
Copdc      ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  eye-witnefles  of  what  they  wrote,  and  canno^ 
be  fufpefted  of  want  of  zeal  for  their  church,  convinces  04^ 
of  the  contrary  (M).  J 

*  TfiLLEZ,   LUDOLPH,  1.  ill.  C.  6.  J.  J/.   .  ^    REffAlf^ 

DOT,  Perpetuit.  Fid.  Bern  at,  ubi  fup.  Poncet,  p.  85.  "'^ 

*  See  before,  p.  142,  &  alib.  paff.  *  De  BernaV,  ublj 
fup.  Le  Grand,  Differt.xii.  , 

(M)  We  have  fuch  pregnant  another.   Thefe  were  Joh,  the 

inftance  of  this  remiiTnefs,  not  fon  o^Jhulfeta,  Mark^  the  foir 

only  on  the  fide  of  the  Abiffi-  of  Zahru,  zxi^John^  the  fon  0^ 

*'         mdn^  put  of  the  JUxandrian  -^(^K*^tf/f ^,  who  had  fo  far  gaiiM 

church,  with  regard  to  this  ar-  ed   their   point,     that   it  w« 

tide  of  penance  and  cQyifeiTion,  brought  into  an    almolt  tota 

as  plainly  ihews  that  their  pra-  difuie ;  when  Mark,  the  fon  dr 

^iice  was  far  enough  from  keep-  Alhmhari^    a  prelate    no  lew 

'  ing  P^ce'  with  their  canons  j  in-  zealous  for  it  than  they  wcrd 

fomuch  that,  partly  through  the  againft  it,  fet  up  for  a  ftrenaodn 

jibufes  that  had  crept  into  the  advocate  for  it  j  and  thQugh,Jn 

latter,  and  partly  thrdugh  the  other    refpedls,    a  perfon   fiT 

unreafonable  penances  that  were  from   being .  irreprencnfible  hi| 

frequently  impofed  on  the  laity,  his  conduA,-   brought  a  good| 

three  of  their  patriarchs  ufed.  number  of  people  back  again^ 

their  mod  ftrenuous  endeavours  to  it  (2.5).  .:    .      .                    k 
to  aboliOi  that  rite,  one  after 

(iS).Rift*  Patriarch.  AliJtMdr* 
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We  have  already  tafeen  notice  of  their  belief  concerning  Con/ecra- 
Ae  other  facrament,  that  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  of  their  ^*on  ofthfi 
Aanner  of  celebrating  and  adminiftering  it  to  the  people.-^  ^^h 
The  two  Jefuits  above-mentioned  have  furniflied  Us  with  fe-  ^'^^* 
lerd  claufes  of  that  ofHce  out  of  the  Coptic  liturgy,  which 
rfaialy  intimate  not  only  a  real  prefence,  but  a  real  change  of 
tte  facred  elements  into  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift ;  from 
which  they  would  infer,  that  they  believe  their  doftrine  of  • 
tranfnbftantiation  in  faft,  though  not  in  terminis^  :  and  tho* 
It  have  already  fhewn,  that  their  profeflion  and  praftice  are 
qaite  oppofite  to  fuch  a  belief  %  yet  we  think  our  Englifb 
readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  lee  fome  of  the  principal 
prayers  made  ufe  of  in  their  form  of  confecratibn,  fubjoined 
ia  die  margin  (N),  as  will  enable  them  at  once  to  judge  of  their 

•    belief 
*  Id.  ibid.  p.  326,  &  fcq,      «  See  before,  p.  IS3,.&  fcq. 


.  By  this  tittle,  they  had  fallen 
hto  a  Ilrange  expedient  for  fop- 
dying  that  defed  f  fo  that,  in- 
fed  of  the  ufual  confeffion, 
4e  prieft  went  with  his  cenfer 
toand  the  church,  and  ftimigat- 
li  the  whole  congregation, who, 
leAcir  part,.cried  out  with  one 
Konfent,  **  I  have  finned,  I  have 
*jfinncd,"  whilft  he,  on  his, 
went  about  uttering  fome  pray- 
ITS  for  their  pardon ;  and  this 
fcrvcd  injlcad  of  confeffion,  pe- 
tfiuice,  and  abfolution. 
•  This  was  not  the  worft ;  for, 
fcaany  countries,  the  people 
lid  even  difufed  this  ceremooy, 
\  had  fubdituced  another  in 
I  of  it,  no  lefs  ridiculous,  and 
leifed  and  abfolved  them- 
^_  ts  at  home,  by  fumigating 
llemfelves  with  incenfe  and 
flier  odoriferous  gums,  thrown 
ipjbapanof  coals,  and  utter- 
H|  their  confeffion  over  the 
(feoke  of  it  (26).  We  need 
•there  obferve  to  our  readers, 
'  kw  oppofite  that  praftice  is  to 
die  pretence  of  their  looking 
vpon  that  rite  as  a  facrament ; 


but  this  we  Cahnot  forbeir  ob- 
ferving  upon  t1^e  whole,  that 
neither   the  patriarch   above- 
mentioned,  nor  any  of  thofethaC 
fbove  to  revive  it  either  in  £- 
.  gypt  or  AhiJJtnia^  ever  did,  that 
we  can  find,  infift  upon  its  be- 
ing  one,  in  order  tO'redtfce  the 
'  people  to  theprafticeof  it ;  but» 
^  on  the  contrary,  when  the  Por^ 
^  tugue/e   miflionaries  came  firll 
into  thefe  parts,  they  all  unani- 
mouily  complained  of  this  abufe 
ftill  exifting  among  the  clergy 
and  laity,  and  of  the  great  dif- 
ficulty they  found  to  bring  their 
profelytes    into    their   opinion 
concerning  it  (2.7). 

>  (N)  According  to  the  Coptic  _ 
ritual,  the  prieft  in  office  hath 
no  fooner  pronounced  aloud  the 
words  of  confecration,  "  This 
**  bread  is  my  body,  which  is 
"  broken  for  you,"  fcfr.  when 
the  whole  congregation  lexprefs 
their  affent  with  thi*ee  loud  ^- 
mens,  and  add,  in  the  fame  high 
tone,  '*  We  believe  it,  we  are 
•*  fure  of  it,  and  praife  thee  for 
"  it,  and  verily  believe  that  this 


(26)  Le Grand,  Differt,xxW  Je  Euebarifl,  tt  P9mt,  f,  329,  9tf*f^       -(a;)  jU^ 
»«w,  Teilx,  Codigfiy  IJid(df4>,  tt  ah 
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more 
njotion* 


•  ■  1 

belief  concerning  this  iippqrtaqt  ^Int,  a^d,.at  the  fame  time,  , 
Ihew  them  the  excellency  of 'tlie(7(3/if/(:Utiir^y, 'and  ma^^  j 
of 'celebration  of  tjiis  clivine^office^^above  tnat  of  the  chiiyct  j 
of  Rome,  Jh'the  former, '  Ke  will  bear  the  officiating  prelatCj  I 
or  prieft,  exhorting  tl^e  congregation  with  a  loud  voice,  aiii  j 
in  a  language  well  iindfsrflood  By  them,  to  join  their  prayeri  1 
7he people  with  his  through  the  whole  ceremony,  and  them,  in  the  f^iajjg  ] 
joih  the  loud  tone,  profeiling  their  readinefs  t6  do  fp;  when  he  4€-  j 
prieft 'with  dares  to  thepi.,  that  the  bread  helath  bfefTed  is  Chrift^s  body,!  I 
more  de-  broken  for  the  remifllon  oif  fins,  they  immediately  anfwer^'  \ 
Ameri^  Ameriy  Ameni,  arid  confeffing  their  belief  of  its  being'  \ 
really  fo,  and  bleiTing  God  f6r  it ;,  and  ifo  on  tjhrbugh  the  reft,  1 
of  the  office**. "  Whereas,  ix^iht  Roman  mafs,  whether  higli ; 
or  low,  fling  or  faid,  the  whole  office  of  confecration  is  cek-r, 
brated  by  the  prieft  alone,  anci  with  fuch  a  low  voice  as  not  to' ' 

**  Vid.  Liturg.  Copt.  verf*Roto.  Ludoli*h,  I.  Hi.  c.  5,  et6,'; 
faff.  Le  Grandj  ubi  fop.  Differt.  j(ii.  p.  326,  et  feq. 

.i 

«*  is  thy  body.**— In  like  xnati-    fetf,  he  hy%y  *•  This  is  the  brcat 

ner,  to  the  words,  of  confccrar    "**-•'•'•       v., 

tion  of  the  wine,  **  T^is  cup  is 

•*  my  blood,"  £^r.  they  mjiaDi- 

inoufly  anfwer  "  Amen^  it  is  v^* 

**'riiy  thy  blood,  and  we  be- 

«  lieve  it  to  b^  Ib.^*   The  prieft 

goes  on,  '^  Do  this  in  remem- 

•*  bran'ce  of  me,'*  and  they  an- 

fwcr,  *^  Lord,  we  (hew  forth  thy 

"  death,  we  believe  thy  refur- 

**  redion  and  afcenfion,    and 

**  expefl  tby  fecond  coming." 

After  he  hath  finifhed  the  prayer 

ef  confecration  and  breaking  of 

xKe  bread,  the  fubdeacon  and 

people  anfwer,  *'  The  hofls  of 

"  angels  Hand,  up  before  the 

'**  Saviour  of  the  world,    and 

*'  round,  about  the   body  and 

**  blood  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 

•*  viour   Jcfus  Chrift.;    let   us 

**  draw  near  with  faith  before 

"the  face  of  our  Lord,  and 

*'  worfhip  him." 

In  giving  the  bread  to  the 
communicants,  wnich  he  doth 
after  he  hath  received  it;  him- 


receiver  fays  Jmin.  "  This  », 
"  tbecupof  falvation  (oxoflifej. 
'•which' came  down  Trom  hca 
•*  ven,  and  is  the  precious  bl< 
*VofChrill,.^;w«,"  Towlu( 
the  receiver  zxS.^^x^Amen,Amen^^ 
The  fame  they  do'  at  the  end  of. 
the  public  prayer,  thankfgiy- 
ing,  and  blcffing,  which  con- 
clude the  holy  a£lion.  Frouj^ 
this  Ihort  Iketch  of  the  Coftic 
communion  -  office,    comparol 

.  with  that  of  the  Roman  mafei- 
our  reader  will  eafily  perceivij 
to  which  of  the  two  the  prefcrr'j 
ence  ought  to  be  given,  eidicr.,*; 

,  with  regard  to  public  edifica;j| 
tipn,  or  neareft  approach  to  thi'^ 
pradlice  6f  the  primitive  church;^! 
The  reader  may  fee  the  remain-* 
der  of  fliat  holy  office  in  tfc  i 

.  Coptic  ritual,  and  in  the  author* 

.quoted  below  (zS).' 


(2S)  Ludoipbj  L  iii.  f.  5,  et  6,  p^Jfl  Le  Grand,  DiJ",  m^de,$ucbarift,p,  3*6, 

be 
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beJjcard,  much  lefs  joined  in,  or  anfwered,  by  the  (ieqple» 
who  af€  perhaps  running  over  their  beads,  or  praying  to  fome 
feyourite  faint,  during  the  whoie  fdemn  ceremony  :  fo  that 
the  m^Q  difierence  benveen  the  Abiffinians  and  Romanifts^ 
with  regard  to  the  celebradon  of  thofc  'holy  myfteries,  chiefly 
codifts  in  this,  that,  among  the  former,  none  but  priefts  and 
deacons  are  admitted  into  the  choir  or  chancel,  and  confe- 
qaeittly  do  not  fee  how  the  fervice  is  performed,  but  hear 
aod  underfiand  every  prayer  and  thatikfgivii^  that  is  fung  or 
>  chaaated  in  it,  and  anfwer  to  each  in  their  turn  :  whereas, 
anong  the  latter,  the  laity  fees  every  thing  that  is  done  at 
ihe  altar,  but  neither  hear  what  is  faid,  nor,  for  the  moft 
part,  ri^ly  undetiland  what  is  meant  by  any  part  c^  thaC. 
ofee;    Both  may  have  been  defigned  to  excite  a  deeper  re*, 
gard  in  the  laity  for  that  folemn  rite;  but  it  will  require  no 
depth  of  thought  to  judge  which  of  the  two  is  mod  likely  to 
do  fo  in  the  moft  rational  way.     All  that  we  ftiall  add,  with  Thehofy 
refpeft  to  d»e  holy  cooununiOn,  is,  that  it  never  is  td  h^  cele-  communhn 
brated  any-where  but  at  church;  not  eveii  the  emperor  him-  notghjtn 
felf  having  the.  privilege  to  have  the  confecrated  elements  out  oftht 
fitoQght  to  him  upon  any  emergency  or  pretente,  much  lefs  to  ^^«'*^^r 
have  dicm  cotifccrated  at  home,  or  any- where  but  in  the  choir 
or  chancel  of  the  church  :  neither  havfe  they  any  ftated  times    , 
fcr  the  adminiftradon  of  it  to  the  clergy  of  people ;  they  be- 
ing left  at  liberty  to  receive  it  ofteilcr  or  fddonier,  as  beft  fuitd 
with  their  devotion,  proidded  the  o^t^  be  performed  once  a 
%  in  every  chtfrch  by  a  prieft;  afflfted  by  a  fubprefbyter,- 
fecon,  fubddacon,  and  one  or  two  inferior  attendants  or  fer- 
lants^ 

The  Cap^  church  hath  hacd,  frofti  time  immemorial,  zCmtrmy 
rite  for  anointing  the  fick,  wth  a  pfeirticular  oil,  different  Vawww/^ 
feom  the  Meyron  and  GaliJaum,   formerly  mentioned,  butV»^'^« 
Ucfled  with  great' folemnity  by  the  prieft;  which  rite  is  ob- A^» 
^d  alfo  in  j^ijfinia,  in  conformity  to  the  precept  in  the 
Cofpel  ^  -y  purfuant  to  which,^.  they  interpret  the  term  Jick,  as* 
Jkhidmg  all  the  difeafes  of  the  body,  ihind,  and  foul,  evea' 
'itmn  to  madmen  and  demoniacs.  It  is,  however  adminiflered, 
» in  the  chtircb  of  Rome,  at  the  laft  extremity,  and  when  the^ 
JBtieat  is  pafled'all  hopes  of  recovery;  upon  which  account* 
it  is  calkd  extreme  unftion  :  nor  is  it  conveyed  to  them  in' 
thdr  houfes,  when  they  lie  in  the  laft  agonies  in  their  beds, 
bat  only  in  their  churches  ;  to  which  they  muft  either  repair 
or  be  carried,  before  it  can  be  adminiftered  to  them.     They, 
have  added  fundry  fupcrftitious  ceremonies  to  that' atitiejit' 

•  lid.  ibid,  ^Mark  vi.  7 — 13.  JamSs-v.  14I 

N  2  rite; 


Ttrfwrmid 
only  at 
ihurcb. 


Difftrint 

from  the 
Romifh 
extreme 
unffien. 


OrSna^ 

tion  and 
marriage 
na/acru' 
ments. 
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rite  2  fuch  as  having  fevcn  pricfts  to  aflift  at  it,  lighting  a 
laoip  with  fcven  wicks,  whofe  oil  being  bleffed  by  holy  wa- 
ter, figns  of  the  crofs,  prayers,  incenfe,  and  proceffioning,  is 
made  fit  for  anointing  the  perfon  with,  who  is  to  walk  or  be 
carried  from  the  church-doors,  where  the  ceremony  begins,  to 
the  altar,  where  the  unftion  and  bleffing  conclude  it.  Fron> 
all  which  circumftances,  and  many  others  lefs  wordi  taking 
notice  of,  it  plainly  appears  to  be  ai  quite  different  rite  from 
the  Romijh  extreme  unftion  ;  and  much  more  fo,  when  we  are 
told  by  the  Porttiguefe  raiffionarics  *,  that  they  never  fawany 
thing  like  this  laft  performed  ki  Jbiffinia^  So  that  we  ftialt 
give  ourfelves  no  further  troubie  in  confutbg  thofe  French 
Jefuits,  whp>  with  more  fophiflry  than  truth,  have  endea* 
voured  to  make  it  appear  not  only  one  and  the  fame  rite,  but  tO' 
be  held  both  by  tht  Coptic  and  Abi£inian  church  as  one  of  the? 
pretended  feven  facraments  they  have  in  common  with  the^^- 
mjb  church  **.  As  to  the  other  two^  ordination  and  marriag€„ 
which  the  fame  authors  have  crouded  ampngft  them,  to  make' 
their  number  complete,  wc  fhall  refer  our  readers  to  what- 
hath  been  faid  already  upon  thofe-  two  heads  '.. 

We  have  now  gone  through  the  mofl  material  branches  of 
the  Jbijfinian  religion,,  not  only  with  regard  to  their  feith  and 
praftice,  but  likewife  to  the  mofi  remarkable  errors  and  fo- 
perftitions.  We  might  indeed  have  dwelt  much  longer  on  the" 
lafl  of  thefe  articles,  had  it  been  worth  our  readers  while  to* 
be  acquainted  with  all  the  various  branthes  into  which  they 
are  reported  to  have  funk,  partly  through  the  ignorance  of 
their  clergy,  and  partly  from  their  owa  natural  pronenefs  to 
it,  above  all  Chriftian  churches,  if  we  may  credit  all  that 
hath  been  written  and  urged  againfl  them,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  great  number  of  fuperftttious  cuftoms  which 
they  have  imbibed  from  the  JewSy  and  flill  retain  to  this  day. 
Neither  (hall  we  need  to  wonder  much  at  it,  confideriDg  thi 
Ignorance  in  which  both  clergy  and  laity  are  bi^ught  ujvj 
and.  the  little  benefit  they  have  from  fchools  and  books  of  dP 
vinity,  when  we  compare  them  with  the  many  heathenifli  onef 
that  have,  from  lefs  excjafabk  motives,  been  intraduced  int<^ 
other  churches,  which  yet  abounded  with  all  thofe  great 
helps,  of  which  they  are  unhappily  deprived.  We  cannot; 
therefore  clofe,this  feffion  more  fi:ly  than  by  giving  our  readeri 
fome  fhort  account  of  the  manner  in  which  they  educate  aflJ 

«  De  hoc,  vide  Codicn,  1.  i.  c.  35.  Tellfz,  1.  i.  c.  31.  Alp. 
Mend.  Si  al.  Vide  Ludolph  Comment,  p.  267,  &  alib. 

^  Bern  AT  &  Le  Grand,  ubiiup.  Diir.xiii,  *  Sec  be- 

fore, p.  l6*,  &  feq. 

.     '  '  infh-uft 
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inftruft  their  youth.     It  may  well  be  wondereJ,  that  fo  vaft  The  great 
an  empire  as  that  di  Ahijfiniay  in  which  Chriftianity  had  been  ignorance 
pknted  fo  many  centuries,  if  not  from  the  earlieft  times  of  ^/"'^^ 
the  apoftles  ^,    and  which  fwarms  with  fuch  numbers  of  ^^^^  ^^ 
monks  and  priefts,  (bould  have  been  fo  negligent  of  the  in-^^*'-^  '* 
iiruftion  of  youth,  as  to  have  neither  univerfities  nor  even 
public  fchools  to  breed  them  up,  if  not  in  other  kinds  of 
learning,  at  leaft  in  the  fundamentals  of  religion.     And  one 
would  be  rather  isiclined  to  credit  the  fabulous  account  of 
the  Dominican  friar,  who  gives  us  the  moil  pompous  detail 
rf their  noble  academies,  learned  libraries;  and  public  fchools, 
founded  in  every  city  and  town  by  the  old  AbiJJinian  monarchs 
and  nobles  for  that  very  intent  (O),  and  ftill  flourifhing  in 

his 
*  See  before,  p.  140,  &  fcq. 


(0)  Among  other  romantic 
Cab'cs,  which  that  monkiih  tri-" 
fcr  fo  confidently  reports,  the 
^efcription  of  the  imperial  li- 
brary, and  trcafury  of.the  Holy 
Crofs,  may  well  pafs  for  one  of 
the  greateft  pieces  of  forgery 
fliat  is  to  be  met  with  among 
all  his  fellow- writers.  His 
words  are  to  this  effeft  (29} : 

"  The  library  and  trcafury  of 
Ae  emperor  are  two  rare  pieces, 
vhereon  wonder  may  juftly  fix 
hercye^  neither  of  which  are 

^  to  be  matched  in  all  the  world. 
The  library  of  Cqnftantinopk^ 
which  contained  1 20,000   vq- 

I  lomes,  nor  that  of  Perg/imos  of 

..900,0009  nor  that  of  JJexau- 
kia,  wherein  Aulus  Gellius  rec- 
b>ned  700,000,  weite  they  dill 

,  itmaining,  would  come  vaAly 
fcat  of  this  we  fpeak  of.  Th« 
timber  of  books  contained  in  it 
ttahnoft  inconceivable,  and  their 
|rice  ineilimable.  The  queen 
wSififl,  they  report,  procured 
them  hither  ^om  all  pacts,  be- 
Ue&  thofe  many  which  Selomtm 
])Rienced  her  with ;,  and,  from 
dut  time  to  this,  the  Aiiijffimax 
moaarchs  have  imitated  her  in 


the  like  care  and  diligence.— 
There  are  three  fpacious  halls, 
each  above  200  paces  long, 
ilored  with  books  in  all  fci- 
ences,  written  on  fine  parch- 
menty  embelliihed  with  golden 
letter&,  and  other  coftly  work 
both  of  writing,  binding,  ai>d 
covering ;  fome  even  with  the 
floor,  and  others  on  ihel<res  one 
above  another.  Few  of  them 
are  of  paper,  that  being  of  late 
invention." 

'*  There- are  the  writings  of 
Enochs  tranfcribed  from  the 
^nes  oa  which  they  were  en- 
graven, which  treat  of  philofo- 
phy,  the  heaverfs,  and  elements. 
Others,  which  go  under  the 
name  of  Noah^  treat  of  cofmp- 
graphy,  mathematics,  relis;ious 
ceremonies,  and  prayers.  Some 
of  thofe  compofed  by  Abraham^ 
when  he  dwelt  in-  the  valley  x)f 
Mamre^  where  he  read  public 
ledures  on  philofophy  and  ma- 
thematics. There  are  a  great 
nnmber  faid  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  SaJomoH^  otjiers  by  Jnh^ 
after  he  was  reftored  to  his  for. 
mer  pro^erity, ;  Ma.nyi>thers 
of  Ezra^   the  prophets,    and 


(09)  Vrtrta,Hifi.  d'Stbi<ff>;  /.  i,  «.  9. 
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Ifo  acade-  his  titoc,  'di4  not  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  fo  many  eye* 

ihUj  or      witriefles  contradift,  in  every  inftance,  all  that  he  hath  fo 

fchoohfor  confidently  advanced  ou  that  fubjeft  "* ;  infomuch  that  there  - 

^9Mth*       neither  remains  any  footfteps  or  remembrance  of  fuch  acade- 

mjes,  or  places  for  public  inftruftion,  having  ever  exifted 

ainong  them,  if  their  language  hath  any  proper  name  for 

them, 

"»  Vide,  inter  al.  Cqdign.  1.  i.  c.  17, 


Jenjoijh  high  priefts;  and  l^e- 
fides  the  four  canonical  Go- 
fpels,  feveral  others  attributed 
to  St,  Bartholomenv,  Thomas^  An* 
drenuy  and  other  apoftles.  Many 
others  of  the  Ethyls ^  in  pro^e  and 
vcrfe ;  the  works  of  queen  Cfl»- 
dace^  thofe  of  all  the  Greek,  La- 
tin ^  Syrian.  Egyptian^  &c.  fa- 
thers, tranflated ;  the  Talmud^ 
and  all  the  old  Hehreixj  writers, 
Roman  and  Qreek  hiftorians, 
f  hilofophers,  poets,  and  a  vaft 
variety  of  others,  too  tfedious  to 
mention.  When  Jerufalem  was 
deftroyed  by  Titus,  and  when 
the  Saracens  over- ran  the  Chri- 
ilian  world,  many  of  their  books 
were  conveyed  thence  into  J?- 
thiofia  5  and  when  Ferdinand 
pnd  Ifahelld  expelled  the  Jenf^s 
out  x^iSpasn,  many  of  them  en- 
tered Ethiopia^  and  enriched 
this  library  with  their  books  ; 
and  when  Charles  V.'reflored 
the  Mnleajfes  to  their  country, 
Preftfr  john,  hearing  of  the 
famed  library  of  7««?j,'fent  and 
bought  above  3000  volumes 
more,  in  all  arts  and  fciences." 
'«  There  are  above  two  hun- 
dred monkg  appcMnted'to  take 
care  of  this-  library,  and  each 
Jias  the  charge  of  (iich  books  as 
^c  written  in  the  languages  he 
is»  mafter  of;  and  the  abbot, 
who  is^  fet  over  them,  is  flriftly 
charged  tvitte  the  care  of  the 


whole  library  by  the  emperor, 
who  eHeems  it  much  more  thaj) 
his  treafury." 

And  yet  this  treafury,  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  fapie  author's 
pompous  account,  is  a  fea  into 
which  innumerable  rivulets  have 
been  pouring  their  yearly  tri- 
bute of  gold,  and  all  precious 
gems,  in  fuch  plenty,  everfince  , 
the  time  of  the  queen  of  Sbeha^ 
and  without  ever  taking  on(| 
peny  out  of  it,  that  it  is  affirm- 
ed to  be  rich  enough  to  buy  one 
half  of  the  world  T30). 

The  fame  cjefcription  he  givci 
us,  in  another  place,  of  their 
colleges  or  feminaries,  of  whicbj^ 
he  fays,  every  city  hath  two, 
one  for  the  bo^s,  the  other  for 
the  girls;  the  one  nvithin  the 
walls  of  the  town,  and  the  other 
at  fome  fmall  diftapce  without,  i 
Each  feminary  is  divided  int% 
three  cloifters,  the  one  for  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen's  chfl'  ^ 
dren,  the  2d  for  citizens,  and; 
the  3d  for  thofe  of  the  meanefl? 
rank.  Each  clafs  of  them  harh 
its  feveral  proper  teachers,  an<f 
neither  they  nor  the  children;- 
converfife  with  tho/eof  the  other.- 
The  boys  kre  taught  religion,- 
^irts,  and  fcienccs,  according  to 
their  rank,  and  are  allowed  toj 
go  out  on  holidays,  and  vifit 
r^ktion^.  The  girls  are  taught' 
t'vtry  thing  pfoperfor  their  lex* 


(30)  M,/^M:^l^«f«^*i''ferrATii.,f3v.  §^?, 
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The  conllruftion  and  iltuation  of  their  moft  noted  mona- 
fteries  "j  among  the  wildeft  rocks  and  defarts,  an3  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  places  of  refort,  plainly  fhews  they  never  wer6 
Founded  for  any  fuch  defign.  Tho'  their  clergy  are  numerous 
iad  indigent  enough  to  undertake  fo  laudable  a  province,  -  n 

were  there  proper  places  and  falaries  appointed  for  them, 
efpccially  as  their  prieftly  fu^ftion  takes  up  fo  little  of  their 
time;  yet  we  do  hot  find,  from  our  Portu^ue/e  and  other 
writers,  that  any  ..of  them  are  ever  employed  in  that  ufeful 
work  any-where  but  at  church  :  fo  that  all  that  their  own 
aad  the  children  ot  .th^  laity  learn  of  their  religion  muft  be  Tpey  lear^ 
from  diem  there,  or  from  their  parents  it  home.  In  the  forr  their  reli- 
mcr,  from  thofe  iliort  portions  of  Scripture  that  are  read  g^on  at    * 
there  ^  and .  a  few  homilies  anct  eXpofitions  that  follow  the  <'^«'*^^  or 
Jefirfres,  and  perhaps  .from  their  qatechifts,  who,  in  all  pro-  ^'  ^^«»*,. 
tebility,  have  fome  fet  feafons  for  inftruftihgf  the  toiing 
jcople  in  the  tiindamentals  of  their  religion,  particularly  irt 
dieir  fliort  catechifm,  of  \yhich  we  fiiall  fubjoin  tfie  fubflance* 
as  the  abba  Gregory  gave  it  to  lilr.  Ludolph.     Whatever  elfe 
they  learn  bcfide,.  miifl  be  at  liome  from  their  own  parents, 
aad  that  cannot  be  corifiderable,  feein|[  they  can  teach  them 
no  more  than  they  khowthemfelves  y  and  that  is  foiind  very 
Ettle,  not^only  in  the  laity,  but  even  in  the  moft  learned  of 
thdr  clergy,  from  aD  the  accounts  we  have  of  them.,    This 
'ttftiverM  ignorance  in  both,  whether  encouraged  by  the  em- 
perors upon  any  particular  views,  which  we  cannot  find  out, 

•  See  before,  p.  x  54,  &  feq*        ♦  See  before,  ^.  ^49»  &  feq. 

Md  rank  ;  but  are  not  allowed  give  our  readers  a  Ihort  abftrad 

to  go  oat.     The  boys  are  kept  of,  this  monftrous  romance  in 

iB&eirs  from  10  to  16,  and  the  the  clofe  of  this  UAory ;  and 

ftrls  from  9  to  1 6.  The  emperor  this  more  efpecially,  as  his.  fra- 

mmfclf  is  obliged  to  fend  his  ternity  haVe  t^ken  fuch  care  to 

doidren  to  receive  their  educa*  deftrby  all  the  copies  they  could 

tbn  in  thefe  academies.     All  get  into  their  hands,  that  it  is 

which,  and  other  particulars  re-  become  exceedingly  fcarce,  and 

htmgtothem,  as  well  as  all  the  diffi^cult  to  be  met  with  iii  the 

itft  of  that  author's  romantic  original  ;   much  more  in  our 

Mian,  hath  been  fully  anfwer-  EngUJh  tongue,  in   which   we 

.«dby  the  learned  JeluitCfl<%-  have  only  a  ihort  ejJitome,  or 

w(3i) ;  and  is  plainly  confuc  abHraA,  of  it  in  the  end  X)f  Dr. 

«d  by  the  different   accounts  Gr^^/^;!•sliiftory  ofthe£/^/V//fl« 

which  all  the  F^rtu^uefe  writers  church ;  which  book  is  nowjio 

B?c  ns  of  that  empu'e.  But  we  ,  1^  fcarce  thaacurious  and  ufe- 

ftaU  take  a  proper  occafion  to  ful. 

(31)  Dt  Majptt*  r^i  7. 1. 1,  17;  ^Jl  paff. 
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or  by  thtir jfbunasy  ^ndy^lexandrian  patriarchs,  in  order  to  con- 
firm them  the  more  in  their  fubjeftion  to  that  fee,  is  fo  much 
the  more  deplorable,  as  we  are  affured  by  fo  many  hands,  that 
the  Abtjfinian  youth  are,  for  the  generality,  endowed  with 
great  vivacity  of  parts,  quick  underftanding,  and  a  natural 
Schools  fit  ffy[^£ixiovi  for  a  much  better  education  :  and  on  this  account 
^.^        it  was,  that  the  Pqrtuguefe  miflionaries  made  it  one  of  their 
mtj/tona^    firft  and  chief  car^s  to  fupply  that  defeft,  by  fetting  up  as 
many  fchools  and  feminaries  as  they  could,  where-ever  they 
were  fettled.     Such  an  one  was  that  we  read  of,  in  which 
.     •    were  educated  Cxty  boys,  partly  Abiffiniansy  and  partly  Por* 
Tiays  a^'tuguefe\  the  latter  defigned  to  draw  in  the  former.     Thefe 
edinthemy  boys  having  been  taught,  among  other  things,  to  aft  fome 
y^icb       dramatic  pieces  after  <he  European  manner,  thdr  parents,' and 
fk  t^tl   other  native^,,  were  admitted  to  fee  them.    In  one  of  whicb^ 
/  /^T'^'  jffQ  are  t®ld,  they  chanced,  as  the  plot  required  it,  to  inth>- 
duce  fome  demons  upon  the  ftage ;  at  fight  of  which,  tho 
AbiJJinianSt  who  took  them  for  real  fpirits,  were  fo  affrighted^] 
that  they  all  ran  out  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  crying  out, 
AvJay^  (iw^y>  they  have  brought  devils  hither  with  them  p. 
tuhfiante       T|iE  fvjbftance  of  the  Abijfmian  catechifiu,  according  to" 
of  the       ^k^Q\,Gregory  above-mentioned,  runs  thus. 
Abiffi.  j^  What  God  do  you  believe  in  ? 

pian  f^i//^      A.  In  the  father ^  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl,  thres  per/bns,  and 
cbifm,        ^„^  God.  ■ , 

J^  Of  thefe  three  perfons,  which  is  the  firfl,  and  whidp. 
is  the  laft  ;  which  is  the  greateft,  and  which  is  the  leafl  ?       1 
A.  None,  is  Jirfl,  nor  non^  is  Iqfty  none  gredter^  ,nor  none 
kfiy  but  they  are  in  all  refpeBs  equal.  \ 

j^  How  m^ny  perfons  are  thei-^  f  ..  j 

A.'  Three.  ....;..  J 

,  ^  How  many  Gods  ?.  ,        .  ] 

A.  One.    '  .  . .  •    .  .  3 

j^.  How  many  Deities  ?  ;  ^' 

A.  One.  '     -     ■■'      r  •■ 

j^  How  many  kingdoms  ?  ^* 

'  A.'One,  .-; 

^  How  many  Powers  ?  - ,  .  .* " 

A'  One,      .\  .;*; 

^  How-many  Creators  ;  \  ; 

A.  One.        .  ! 

^.  How  many  Wills? 

A.  One.  .    ,   \ 

"  ^  Is  therd  atiy  time  in  God  f  •  -  : 

f  JiVO-OLfH,  l.iii,  c.  II,  }.  j8. 
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A.  None  \,for  he  is  from  alt  eternity,  and  will  be  to  aO 
eternity. 

Jg.  Where  is  God  ? 

A.  Every -where,  and  in  every  thing* 

^  Is  the  Father  God  ? 

A.  He  is  moji  certainly^ 

J?.  Is  the  Son  God  ?      . 
.  h^  He  is.  '        . 

^  Is  thd  Holy  Ghoft  God  ? 

A.  He  is. 

J^  Then  there  are  three  Gods  ? 

A.  I  do  not  fay  there  are  three  Gods i  bnt  three  perfons,  and 
ate  God  only. 

J^  Who  begat  the  Son  ?  '        * 

A.  Gad  the  Father  \  and  the  Holy  Ghoji  proceedeth  from  the 
Father^  and  recciveth  of  the  Son. 

•  ^  Shew  me  fome  kind  of  fimilitude  to  illuftrate  the  three 
perfons  in  one  Godhead  ?  ^  .. 

A.  The  Sun,  although  he  he  identically  one,  is  neverthelefi 
endffwed  with  three  properties,  viz.  rotundity,  light,  and  heat: 
in  like  manner,  we  believe  in  one  God,  and  that  in  htm  exift 
three  perfons,  viz.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghqft,  who  are  in  all 
'  teJpeEls  equal. 

^  Which  of  thofe  three  perfons  was  born  for  our  redcm- 
pdon? 

A.  7%e  Second,  who  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  our  Lord  Jefus 
thrift. 

^  How  many  nativities  belong  to  him  ?     ' 
.    A.  Two  ;  thefirft  is  from  his  Father,  without  mother,  and 
tjoithout  time ;  and  the  fecond from  our  Lady  the  Virgin  Mary, 
loithout  father,  and  in  time,  fhe  continuing  fiill  in  her  vir*- 
pnity. 

•  ^  Is  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  man  <^  God  ?  • 

A.  He  is  both  God  and  man  in  oneperfon,  without  iSftin'' 
Sion  tr  change,  without  confufton  orwixture. 

In  the  like  manner,  the  Abiffinians  believe  and  teach  all  the  General 
other  articles  of  faith  concerning  him,  viz.  his  baptifm,  faft-  belief. 
lag,  temptations,  fufferings,  death,  refurreclioo,  afcenfion 
into  heaven,  and  his  mMion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  the  apo- 
ftks :  that  h<s  (hall  c<nn($  ^gmn  la  glory  tp  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead  :  that  he  is  really  prefent  at  the  facrament  of  the 
Edchanft  \  that  the  dead  fhall  rife  again  at  the  laft  day :  that 
tkc  juft  Ihall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  and  that  finncrs 
ftall  be  fent  into  hell.  They  Tikevafe  believe  a  cathrfic 
dmrch,  as  exprefled  in  the  Nicent.  aeed,  compiled  by  the 

ortho- 
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bad  no 
certain  tH" 
iilHgence 
from 
ibenci 
Jince  the 
exfulfion 
efthe  mif- 
fianaries, 

Wanflcb 
fentthi' 
iberhythe 
ehSor  of 
Saxony, 
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orthodox  council  of  Mf^,  anno  318  ^.  This  is  all  that  cao 
with  any  certainty  be  affirmed  concerninff  the  Abiffinian  faitK, 
until  the  Divine  Providence  (hall  be  pleafed  to  furnifli  us  tidth 
means  of  being  belter  acquainted  with  their  authentic  write* 
ings  on  that  fubjeft,  or  have  their  faith  and  pra£lic€  tranftriit- 
ted  to  us  by  lefs  partial  hands  than,  it  is  to  be  feared,  we  hav^ 
hitherto  had  them  ^ 

We  may  fafely  fay,  that,  fince  the  coming  away  of  the 
patriarch  Alphonfo  Mendez  (sind  it  is  plain  neither  he  nor  any 
of  the  reft  erf  the  miifionaries  were  curious,  or  troubled  them" 
felves  much,  in  coUeAing  or  bringing  what  books  they  cOul4 
from  thence),  we  have  received  very  little  intelligence  from 
that  country.  And  it  is  no  fmall  matter  of  regret,  that  Mr. 
Wimfleh^  who  was  fent  thither  by  the  eleftor  of  Saxony,  an4 
had  learned  the  Ethiopic  tongue  under  Mr.  Ludolphy  met  with 
(ucb  unfurmountable  obfbcles  and  dangers  in  his  attempt  tq 
penetrate  into  that  empire,  in  order  to  bring  from  thence  all 
^e  liturgies,  and  oth«r  writings  that  money  could  procure  i 
as  he  was  a  very  good  judge  df  them^  and  was  fupplied  bjj 
that  prince  with  niffi.cient  Aims  for  that  puVpofe :  fo  that  findj 
ing  it.impoffible  to  get  admittance  into  Abilfmidy  he  contentel 
himfeif  with  buying  as  many  as  he  could  get  in  Egypt,  aDJi 
other  parts.  Some  difcontents,  which  happened  to  him  aftew 
wards,  or,  as  he  expreffes  it,  the  perufing  of  thefe  liturgieai 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  his  mind,  ^at,  being  auite  diii 
fatisfied  with  his  own  rehgion,  he  renounced  tutbehihifmi 
and  took  the  Dominican  habit  at  Rome.  From  that  time,  he 
became  a>  zealous  profelyte  to  that  cliurct  (P),  to  the  greaC 

♦  Abba  i5 It  E  G 0 R .  tpud  Lndolpb.        »  See  before,,  p.  9,  &  iei^ 


nioiilc  at  Ko^,  he  was  again  re«1 
comihended  to«  the  great  Mr. 
Colbert,  who  fent  him  into  th«j 
Levant  upon  ttle  fame  errand  ji 


(?)  Michael  Wki^  wa^  a 
nativii  pf  Srtffurt,  vulgarly 
called  Erfortf  a  city  la  the  ele- 
ledorate  of  Mentz;  but,  fince 
it  embraced  the  ^»^«r^  corifef' 

fioh,  lihder  tKe  prdtedibn  of^    above  5o6MSS'.whicfrv^cr(ia 
th6  duWsr  of  SMnf: '  Her  hkd  '  terwards  conveyed  toPariltiik^ 
Keen btotight^  d|*  otklef  Mr.  £*r'.    plkeed  in' tie*  kfog^s  lihtztff 


where  he  accordingly  purchkicdj 
Vaiffl 


Slp'h,  ind  wai  a^  mall^'  of  thb 
oD^iental  languag^^;')  and,'  a^ 
fttch,  recommended  to  that 
prinoe  as  a^  proper  perfod  for 
that  commiiTion  (3:2).,  Soon 
after  his  ill  fuccefs,  and  tailing 


ittt;  fittdin^  all  hFs  frdh- sflia 
teih-pts  to  geteiltrafacc'intbi  Afi 
biJ^kik.ftMiir^tod,'  h^^^etai^^ 
into  France t  anna  1676,,  p^t 
died  there  fqipe  years  after.—. 
Before  that  time,  he  had  caufed , 


(31)  'Pide  Lttdolpb,  Comrn,  Proem.  I.  p,  20.  &  in  iih,  iil  tf,  14.  §•  I35» 
Cratid^  Relat,  d^AhiJpn,  p,  157,  Q  156,  «  albi. 


the 


Cf      ^  '   tki  Effip(r€  cf  A\Affmtt.  ^o^ 

regret  and  mordiicatioQ  of  the  duke  his  benefaAor,  and  of  Cannot gei 
idl'his  friends  %  who  cxpefled  greater  things  from  him ;  and  /»/«  tJbe 
faend  was  put,  on  thatXide,  to  all  future  endeavours  of  get-  ^ountryi 
iog  either  bo6ks  or  any  other  intelligence  from  thofe  parts.  '*''^ 
^  as  for  the  miffionarie^,  they  have  been  forced  to  draw  all  *"^*^* 
1^  accoimts  concerning  what  happened  there  fince  their 
ecpulfioD,  from  Cairo  in  Egypt,  aad  from  fuch  hand&  a&.can 
p7e  the  reader  but  Jittle  fatisfiaftion ;  there  being  ftill  a  much 
(MerdifFcrenGe  between  them;  and,  what'b  mnch  worft, 
^  cootefis  are  ri&n  to  fuch  a  bdght,  aod  ib  much  been 
intten  by  both  parties,  and  with  fuch  ConfideQC^  and  animo- 
i^^  as  leaves  one  fcarcely  room  to  guefi  Ofi  which  &dt  the     ' 
Wk  or  the  (Under  lie$  ^ 

'  See  LuDoLPH,  Proem,  i*  c.  90,94.   Lobo,  R^lat.  de  VA^ 

f  p.  157.  196,  ^  See  before,  p.  9—20.  and  tb«  clofe  of 

6  next  Se^lion.  < 

isWtQT^^  o{  Dh/corus,  the  he-  ccunt  of  the  reheUions  andilood*- 

vk  patriarch  oi  Alexandria^to  Jhtdy  oqcafoned hy  thejefuits  and 

printed  ?Lt  London ,  anno  1661  ;  other  pofijh  emijfaries  in  the  e/nr 

i,  before  he  went  upon  his  fire  0/ Abi{^mz,  cqlkSied  out  6f 

tmd  cnterprize,  he  pabliflied  a  iiS,  hfflotytvritfen  h  Lstttti, 

lift  of  the  works  which  he:  de-  hy  John  Michael  WaiiA«b#ny  'd'    ' 

ped  to  have  printed  in  the  kimuidpafiji :  DerebetliDfteA 

topk  tongue,  together  with  turbis  tempore  patram  focjeta^ 

'  accouBt  of  the  prefect  iiUte  tis  in  H^zJSJA  excitatis.  Whk^ 

^i)p9  in  Italian.  Thefe  two  book  wks  compiled  from  that 

Ppeared,  anno  1 67 1  j  and,  up-  author's  writing,  as  Mr.  Ludoipb 

1  his  teturn,  he  puMifhed  a  believes  it  to.  be ;.  yet.  miift  be 

A  relation  qf  his  voyage  in-  fuppofed  tcThave  been  very,mucll 

'%/A,  annisibji'  and^  1673.  mutilated,  -and  blended  with  a 

•OB  after  which,  fialbwed  his  great  deal'  of  febulouis  trafli-  by 

!kryofthj3i^Zf4tA««/r»79cbureh»  the^c{)mpiiisr.  However  tbait  be^ 

:.  ft  left  like  wife  a  catalogue  Mr.  ^^^Kfi^Vproeisedings  hw^ 

Jf  ill  the /^^^/^MSS*  which  too  far  inipaivedhii^  chaca^ber^^ 

If iad  either  feen,  purchafcd,  not  only  in  the  opinion  of  the 

Jj^ed,  during  his  ftay  tKere,  •  Proteftants  (33)^  butin  thatalfo 

\x  with  an  imperfed  ma-  of  the  Rcmftf  fath^rs^  to  be  cle,4 

ipt  account  of  the  then  pended  on  (54),  whatever  theft  * 

^^Alnffima-,    Laftly,  there  may  fay  to  etrtenqate  them,  in   ,,.    '  ' 

^fjttjed  a  book   in  EngUJhj  order  to  pnop*  up  die  rte^it  rf 

ewl  at  iondm  by  Jtmaithan  bi*  wrkk^*   '.  .     . ./   '  * 

/^  iatiisiied,  4  ^Jb^rt.4x^^ 

Uii  l^dolpb,  tiki  f^,  {i^)L$  Grand,  uhijup. 


S'tCT. 
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204  fbe  ASnczxi  Hiftory  pf  B.X\ 

S  E  C  T.    X.       , 

Jlst  Chronology^  Succeffion^  and  Series^  of  the  At 
fmian  Monarcbs  \  and  their  Hijiory  from  tht  i\ 
of  the  Pprtuguefe  coming  thither^  to  that  of  th 

I    Expuljion  from  thence. 

ne  Abif.  W7^  *^*^^  had  frequent  occafion,  as  well  in  our  Antient 
fmian        ^    this  Modem  hiftory  of  Jbiffinia,  to  obferve  how 
chronology  ^pcrfeA,  maimed,  and  ancertain,  all  the  records  and  hifii 
Hw^ylameyxA  that  antient^and  potent  empire  are..    We  fhall  find 
ftill  more  deficient  in  point  of  their  chronologj^  in  the 
tling  of  their  various  epochs,  the  numbering  the  y( 
their  monarchs  reigns,  aiid  other  material  tranfaAions ; 
laftly,  we  fhall,  even  in  thofefew  fcraps,  as  wemayjuftly 
them,  which  they  have  preferved  upon  their  moft  impori 
events,  or,  at  leaft,  in  thofe  which  the  Portuguefe  miffioi 
,have  been  able  to  procure  frpm  thence  **,  obferve  fome  mj 
rial  dilFcrences,  which  they  themfelves  could  not  recondl 
anJour     They  were  taken  from  two  manufcripts,  which,  befides 
inteiii-       they  vary  with  each  other  in  many  particulars,  reckon  onl; 
gfHce  con-  liujxdred  emptors  fromMenilehech,  the  (on  of  Solomon  and. 
umtng  it  f^g^  queen  rf  Shebay  down  to  their  great  friend  and  pai 
*^^  ***'''' Sultan  Jaffok-Jdyaji'Sagged,  or  Segued;  but  without  l 
''**  tioning  either  the  times  in  which  they  flouriftied,  or 

length  of  their  reigns.     One  of  them  reckons  24  of  t 
before  Chrift,  and  from  thence  to  the  time  of  his  writ; 
that  is,  in  the  time  of  Faciludus^  or  BafiliJes,  the  fon 
fucceflbr  of  Segued  above-mentioned,  about  the  year  i 
only  68  ;  yet  makes  the  fum  total,  if  it  be  not  an  erroi 
the  prefs,  99  ;  whereas  24  and  68  make  in  all  but  92  ;  ui 
we  will  fuppofe  the  other  feven  to  have  been  of  the  Zag 
family,  who  ufurped.the  AhiJJtman  throne  during  the  fp 
340  years,  and  are,  for  that  reafon,  ftruckrout  of  th^  lii 
Theufurp-  the  true  defcendants  of  the  Solomonic  race.    This  lafl  will 
ing  moti"    pear  the  fefs  improbable,  if  we  coafider  that  thofe  lifts  1 
^'^bs        no'nptice  even  of  the  women  of  the  Solomonic  line,  as  were 
J^^^  ^."'  queen  of  Sbebtt,  queen  Candaccy  and  the  em  prefs  Heh 
•jtbelijt.  ^hich  is  rightly  fuppofed  to,  have  been  in  conformity  to 
Jevjifh  cuftom,  which,  as  St.  Jtrcm  obferves,  excluded 
femdes  out  of  their  genealogies;   and  if  io,  myc^  m< 

•  Vol.  xviii.  p.  300.  h  feq.  *>  De  his,  vide  ALMEVDi 

T^L(.sZy  lib,  i.  c.  z^^  LupoLPH.  lib.  ii.  c.  2,  &  feq, 

woul 
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*iroM  iKey  fuch  a  lift  of  ufurpers.  Conformably  to  wMch, 
vehave  heretofore  fhewn,  that  thofe  JfraelHiJb  kings,  which 
are  omitted  by  St.  Matthew^  in  his  genealogy  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  were  exclndcd  out  of  it  on  that  very  account,  that 
fc,  fer  want  of  ai  legal  title  c  •  which  doth  perfeftly  account 
"  riic  difference  between  his  and  that  of  St.  Luke^  and  of  the 
mkles.  Add  to  this,  with  refpeft  to  what  we  are  upon, 
4at  thofe  feven  Zaguean  reigns,  if  we  may  guefs  at  their  du- 
fon  from  tw6  of  them,  Diz.  thofe  of  Latibela  and  his  fon, 
of  whom  are  feid  to  hare  reigned  40  years,  they  wlH' 
pretty  near  the  340  years  of  their  ufurpation  above-* 
tioned;  of  which  wcfliall  giveS  further  account  in  the 
jel.  ■  '  . 

From  thofe  two  imperfeft  records,  the  one  of  which  was 
from  that  often  mentioned,  wWch  is  kept  in  the  great 
h  oi  Axunuty  and  the  other  from  a  book,  then  in  the    . 
fdEon  of.  the  emperot  Segued,  by  Father  Emanuel  ifJt- 
Fa,  the  only  material  tranlaftions  belonging  to  the  antient 
veil  as  modern  hiflory,  which  can  be  reduced  into  achro-,  " 

order,  are  thdfe  that  follow  (A). 
The  queen  of 'Sheba  came  into  Judea  in  or  about  the  year  ^«r  of 

"  ffe  Chrift  992,  and  of  the  world  30 1 2  Shcbau 

[:8he  reigned  25  years  after  her  return,  and  was  < 

fed  by  her  fon  Menikhechy        —        ■   ■  3037 

^Jtf£iV/I£i7J5:C'/f  reigned  29  years,  and  was  .    MenUe- 

'semporary  with  his  father,  and  18  years  more'  hcch. 

"i  his  fon  Rhehoboanty  and  died. 


^  See  Ant.  Hift.  vol.  x.  p.  452,  &  feq.  in  the  notef . 


|A)  Before  we  go  farther,  it 
^Dot  be  improper  to  apprife 
readers  of  two  things,  with 
''  to  the  Abiffinian  convpu 
of  time ;  the  one,  that 
begin  their  year  at  the  au- 
"  equinox,  in  which  fea- 
they  beiiere  tht  world  to 
been  created  ;  the  other, 
they  compute  the  numbers 
years  from  the  creation  to 
"birth  of  Chrift  lo  be  5'>oo, 
:h  is  eight  years  ftioi  t  of  the 
,  ttffjV?/ reckonin g,  which  the, 
&tek^Armevicny  and  tome  other 
dittrches  follow.    This  error  is 


alfo  crept  into  their  computa- 
tion of  the  Chriftian  aera ;  fo 
that  whoever  will  rightly  un- 
derftand  it,  mnft  be  fare  to  add 
always  thoi'e  eight  years  to  it; 
How  thii>  defedi  came  to  be  in* 
troduccd  among  them,  is  vari* 
oufiy  conjedured,  and  hardly 
worth  our  farther  inquiry  (i). 
In  other  cafes,  they  make  ufe 
of  the  old  Egyptian  year,  cort- 
fifting  of  twelve  months,  of  30 
days  each,  with  the  proper  in- 
tercalary ones,  to  reduce  it  to 
the  true  folar. 


(i)  De  boc^  vide  Creg9r»  tfud  Ludolfk,  lib»  iii.  t.  €»  §r.  97,  ttfff. 
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.  Troi^  Sadgurylh^{Q^  oiMenikbech^  proceeded, 
hi  a  liiieal  delceqt^  24  pripc'es  \  the  length  of  whofe 
reigos  is  not  fct  down ;  but,  in  the  eighth  year 
of  which  laft,  whom  the  cta-onicle  calls  Phec^n^ 
was  our  Saviour  born^  -.  ■ 

f  ROM  this  ara  of  our  Saviour's  birtji  to  the  joint  rq^ 
of  the  two  brojthers  Mra  and  Jbzuy  or,  a$  the  conrvmemfli 
tSon  made  for  the  reft  of  their  fouls  hath  it,  Rememher^ 
/^^  Ethiopian  monarchy  Abrehe  ^2fi  Atzbahe,  reckoned 
cicnperors  rnore^  wh6£b  ndmes,,  and  the  jsears  of  who&  reif 
are  alio  omitt^ed,  elapfed  327  years ;  in  the  laft  of  whls 
Frupuntius  was  fent  hj^U  Mhanafius  mto Ethio^ia^yihet^l 
converted  the  AbiJJinians  to  the  Chriftian  faith  **. 

The-  chronicles  go  on,*  and  give  a  ilyange  account  of  thfi 
other  brothers,  who  agreed  to  reiga  jointly  axid  ajnicably  ai 
the  whole  empire.  Their  names  are  Atzfa^^  Aizfed^  and 
whov  we  are  told,,  to- prevent  all  difeord  .and  interfering 
tween.  theoi^ .  bethought  theinfelYes  of  an  odd  expe^ea 
whigh  ^yas  tp  divide  thc'day  into,  three  paa;t8,f'aad  to  hold 
reins  alternately  eacjh  his  third  part,    or  eightv  hours. 
ftrangCf  way  of  governmeet  this !  hut  which,  if  we  will  b 
lieve  the  AhlJJine  legends,  fucceeded  ^o  a  miracle ;  for  if, 
any  time,  one. of  the,  brothers- differed  or  fell  out' with  m 
otWa  the  third  was  ready  to  iotf rpoiie,  and  a^  as'  unip^ 
between  them  *. 

Those,  of  whofe  lives  apd  reigns  we  have  no  farther  i 
count,  were  fucceeded  by  Aradoy  Aladoba^  and  Alamid,  or, 
Tellez  calls  him,  Amidmid,  in  whofe  reigns  vaft  numbers-  C 
monks  and  anchorites  came  out  of  Egj^tlnther,  with  a  vie^ 
of  propagating  ChriHianity,  and  the  monaftic  life.  Aiam 
was  fucceeded  by  Tacena,  and  he  by  CaM;  about  whic 
time,  new  cplonies  of  moaks;  and  ajfcetics  came  from  7?j 
and.fetjtled  in  the  kingdom  of  Tigre;  that  is,  abont  the 
of  the  emperor  JuJiinioKi  near  the  year  of  Chrift  521, 
5:^2.  Caleb  y  hating  fiibd'tied  the  Sabean  or  Homer  it  e  Idnj 
dom,  by  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  Jewijh  king  Dttn^vj 
(B),  is  faid  to  have  fent  his  ciown  to  Jervfalem^  to  be  th< 

fufpeni 

'^  De  his,  yidt  Ant.  Hift;  vc^.  xvifi.  p.  326,  &  (up.  p.  142. 
•  Texlezj  lib.iv.  c.  29.  Ludolph,  l.ii;  c.  vr.  |.  19,  k  fcq.  j 


(B)  This  Caleb,  who- was  ne-  Gteek  and  Lattn  writers  cafl 
phew  to  Amiamtd  above-men-  Elejhaan  \i\  which  might pr(S 
tioned,  is  the  fame  whom  fomc    bably  be  his  Ethiofic  Chriiliad.^ 


(2)  De  hocy  vide  Nicepb*  Cal/'fi, 
Zf^,ti.  c,  4.  §,  23,  ^  fe^» 


/.  iviijBartn,  Afiih  adatm,  5x2.   LudoIf>i» 


name. 


nded  in  the  great  church  pf  St.  Sepulchre,  ia  memory 
}  fignal  fucceis  againft  that  bitter  eaiemy  ancj  pcrfecutor  * 
^Chriftians  ^ 

:■  fucceed^d  by  Gebra  Mejiety  Mrhofc  n^me  imports  Gebr^ 
nt  of  the  crofs,  a  wife  and  peaceabje  prince ;  who/Mc^^t; 
;  told,  made  an  alliance  with  th^  emperor  Jttftiniaji 

Bed  8,   His  two  next  fucceflbrs  were  Conftantme^ndi^oniiaai' 
*i  and,  after  them,  were  fifteen  piore,  all  of  the  fame '^^^» 
'  line :  the  laft  of  whom  was  named  Del-Noad,  who  p^ g^rcna 
till  about  the  year  960,  wl^en  th^' fucceiTion  Y^^  defofid*. 
heZa^ean  family;  and  the  ufnrpatioo  began,  which 
1 34f)  years",  a^d  of  which  we  are  n6\^  going  to  give  the 
t  account'we  can  find  out  of  thofe  imperfeft  memoirs  we 
f  of  it,  not  fo  much  from  any  authentic  records,  as  from 
iHtstAbiffiruans  call  an  ui^doubtcd  tradition,  which  is  as 
ys. 

tSDDA  GABEZy  a  wpm^n,  who,,  for  her  impiety,  Th^  Za- 
Ity,  lewdnefi,  and  other  eqornious  vices;  was  furnamed  geani^r- 
\(x^fire-^brand,  found  mean^,  aBout  this  "time  (960),  tofaiionhe* 
py  not  only  D^t-Noady  the.  emperor  on  the  throne^  btit  £f"  ^ 
J  whole  imperial  faipily,  in  order  to  rajf^?  a  fon  of  hers,  q!^^ 
^•"  fhe  had  by  the  governor  QiBngna^  to  the  BtMopiati  ' 

[  See  the  AhiJJine  Poet,  apu4  Lvdolph.  lib.  ii.  c.  4. 4.  §.  59. 
'  Procop.  Bell.  Pcrf.  Kb.  i.  c  9. 


5,  or^  with  ^ArtAtc  ar- 

f/,  El'ttxbaha ;    ic  being 

cojxmion  for  the^^^air 

pt^tors  to  have  two  or  I9j[|re 

Both  the  R&ma^i,  and 

\ni  have  ranked  him,  a- 

the  faints,  on  account  of 

^0  great  victories  which  he 

k4  over  a  JenviJ?  prince, 

Dufiavas,    then  ki  n g  of 

rentes,   and  a  great  per- 

of  the  Chrillians. 

llejbaan  was  prevailed  upon 

^t  Alexandrian  patriarch  to 

lienake  tba^ war againfthim; ^ 

jVhich  he  .proved,  fo  fuccefs- 

ihat  he  flew  him  in  the  fe- 

i  bgttle,  and  felzed  upon  his 

\t  kingdom;  which  put  an 

to  that  of  tiie  Homerites,  or 


Saheanh  aa  weM  as  to  their  hor« 
rid  peri^utiQos  of  the  CViiti* 
ans ;  in  one  of  which,  34o»wi(k,. 
the  martyr  Aretias  at  tbeir  head^ 
were -burnt  alive  all  together  ia 
one.d^y  in  the  city  of  Nagrai^^ 
or  Najran.   This  new  kingdom 
was  afterwards  divided,  and  one 
part  6f  it  was  given  to  the  ftn 
of  the  ft) arty r  Aretas,  together 
with  the  city  of  Nagran^  Which 
became  the  place. of  his  re^-n  i 
dcrice.  The  otb^r  wfts  made  tri-  • 
butar^y  ^tQ^/g/J^^fc,  and  conti- 
nued ioyz  years,  that*is,  till 
abovit  tf««i?  578,  when  Said  Ehn  , 
Ja%an^  haying  made  an  alliance 
with  the  Perjiansj  fhock  off  the 
yoke,  as  we  have  fhewn  in  oar 
Antient  Hiftory  (3). 


(3)  Hi.  ibid.  See  'a(f»  /fW.^Hr/r.  vol,  xviii.  j>.  jaS,  etfef, 
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throne ;  fo  that  not  one  of  the  unhappy  family  efcapedj 
cept  one,  \vho  flpd  for  ftielter  into  the  kingdom  of  Shew! 
Xaoa^  where  his  pofterity  was  preferved  with  the  utmc 
vacy  by  the  Xaoan  viceroys,  who  were  all  faithfully 
to  die  line  of  Solomon^  during  the  340  years  of  the 
ufurpation.  The  JbiJJinianSt  however,  who,  as  we ' 
a  little  higher,  never  acknowleged  that  new  racj 
princes,  but  only  as  fo  many  uiurpers,  have  obli^ 
names;  fo  that  we  Ihould  perhaps  have  never  he 
had  not  two  or  three  of  them  taken  care  to  ef 
FoMTofthi  felves  by  feme  glorious  deeds,  particularly  thejL 
^fiirpers  formerly  mentioned,  who  left  many  indelible  miS 
his  piety  and  magnificence,  by  the  ten  noble  chttr^ 
He  caufed  to  be  newq.  out  of  the  folid  rock  \ 
famous  aftions,  for  which,  in  fpite  of  all  their  av 
family,  they  have  not  fcrupled  to  number  him  ^ 

faints.     This  is,  indeed,  by  far  the  moid  illuftrioiit^f  I 
but  yet  we  have  the  names  of  two  or.  three  more,  3«^ho  I 
bear  a  very  great  charafter  among  them,  viz.  DegnaMick 
Newaja  ChriftoSy  and  Naacu  Liiaho  ;  the  laft  of  whom  1 
cktol  a^  a  peaceable,  magnanimous,  and  beneficent  prince,! 
highly  beloved  of  God  ^     Who,  how  many,  and  what  J 
of  princes  they  were,  that  filled  the  throne  during  the  re 
thefe  340  years,  we  are  not  told  ;  nor  by  what  means! 
7be  Solo-  crown  returned  to  the  defcendants  of  Solomon ;  but  only  l 
about  the  year  1300,  the  Zagean  family  being  driven 
the  throne,  Icon  Amlae^  or,  -as  others  call  him,  Igunu . 
whofe  predeceflbrs  had  been  preferved  in  the  kingdon 
Xaoa  during  the  whole  time  of  the  ufurpation,  recove 
the  MiJJinian  throne  :  from  which  period  it  hath  condnuc ' 
the  Solomonic  line  to  this  time.  ^  Icon,  or  'Aikun  AmlaCy  wh 
mac  '^ind  ^^^^  reckon  the  66th  monarch  from  Menilehech^  reigned  I 
bis  fuccef'  J^^  9  and  from  him  to  the  emperor  Zaara  Jaacob,  v 
/ors.  reigned  about  the  year  1 437,  they  reckon  fifteen  more ;  wh 

names,  as  they  are  ftill  found  either  in  their  liturgies,  or  f 
other  of  their  writings,  are  as  follow,  according  to  the  0 
they  ftand  in  the  imperial  lift  ^. 

66.  IGHUNUy  or  Icon^Anlac.     6y.  Jqghea  Tztj^ny 
Jgbafcon,     68.  Baharfarda^  or  Bahar  Azgued*    69. 
TO.CademSaghed,  yi.Zenzagued.  yz.Udimtdd,  j\ 
zion,  j^.Scifaarad.  j^Mdmaasfan,  jC.Davi"^ 
78.  Ifadc*     79.  Andrea*     Zo,  Hejhinaan, 


monic 
race  re 

fiored. 


Icon  A- 


^  Dc  his,  vide  fup.  p.  104,  &  feq. 


LuDC 


Sn- 


Sc  al.  fupra  ptac» 


^    AlF,  MENDiZ,    Tl(.LBZ,    AlvARE. 
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focceflbr  was  the  Zar-a  Jaacoh  above-mcntipncd,  Vrhom 
eckoaed  their  8  ad  emperor. 

^-A  J  J  AC  OB  began  his  rcign,  as  has  been  obfcrved,  Zar-a 
in  which  the  Florentine  council  lat,  to  which,  Jaacob. 
e  of  learning  and  great  penetration,  hefent  his 
with  a  letter  to  Pope  Eugenius  IV.  as  we  ihall 
]uel.    He  was  fncceeded  by, 

DA  MARIA  My  about  an.  146  J,  who  died  after  Boe^a 
gn,  and  left  the  government  to  his  widow,  the  Mariam, 

liis  fucceflbr  was, 
\4NDERy    or   Efcander^   who    reigned  fif- Alexan- 
^  fix  months;  that  is,  from   1475  ^^   1491.  dcr. 
,  Peter  Covillan    came   into  the  empire  of 
ling  the  firft  Portugue/e  that  ever  penetrated  fo 
liatojpNTHe  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 
5.  $MDA  IZ60N,  otAmdfcon^  who  xiied  fix  months  AtaioL^ 
wSMjft  male  iflue,  and  left  the  crown  to  his  uncle,      Izgon. 
.  I^^Df  the  fon  of  Boeda  Mariam,  who  was  called  to  Naod. 
^crowkiirom  his  confinement  on  the  rock  Cejbem^,  to 
.  Aiexander  had  confined  him.     He  reigned   thirteen 
\  ziiA  nine  months,  and  died  about  an*  1 507.    To  him 
ded, 
[17.  ETANA'DENGHEU,  or  Lebna-Denghely  moreOnag- 
Qonly  known  by  the  names  of  Onag-Segued  and  Da,^  Segued. 
,  whicb  laft  he  took  upon  his  acefflon  to  the  crown. 
►  reigned  from  an,  1507  to  an.  1 540  :  and  it  was  t;o  this  ^^^  Por- 
z  diat  the  king  of  Portugal  fent  that  ambafly,  of  which  tug^efe 
6fco  Alvarez  was  appointed  chaplain,  and  of  which  he  ^"^^Jd* 
e  the  public  fo  curious  a  relation. 

88.  His  fon,    and  fuccefTor,  was  Claudius  Segued,    or  Clattdiui.' 
■-Segued;  who  had  but  a  very  unfortunate  reign ;  be- 
harrafled  on  all  fides  with  grievous  Wars  againft  the 
and  Mohammedans,  who  would  quickly  have  fwal- 
Vip  his  whole  empire,  had  not  Providence  fent  to  bis 
J  the  brave  Don  Chriftopher  de  Gama,  of  whofe  fuccefs 
llfpeak  more  fully  in  the  fequel.     Segued,  hbvfcv^, 
s  life  in  a  fight  againft  the  C alias,  iUt  March,  an.  1 559, 
F  a  todiotts  reign  of  a  little  above  eighteen  years ;  and  leay- 
|ao Mle  ifllie behind,  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother^s  fon. * 
'^yjtNAS,    fumiamed  at  his  coronation  y^-izm^i  Se- 
'  reigned  little  more  than  four  years  before 
-"  by  hisowii  fddiers,  in  a  fight  againft  I/aac, 
ed  BtJf'r^nagafys,  or  gbv^rnors  of  the  ma- 
,  in  April,  1 562.  He  was  fucceeded  by  hia  fon^ 


Adama« 
Segued^ 


c,  yid.  fup.  p.  uj- 
r.  Vol.  XV. 


90. 


Malak-        5)0.  ^AlAK  SEGUED,   who  reigned  fome 

Segued,    above  thirty-three  years  ;  aad  haviag  no  fons  by  his  ^i 

bad  brought  up  ^  natural  oae  of  bi&>  XMimed  fftacob^  vi\ 

hedefigned  for  his  fucceflor;  but  repeattQg  of  it  a  little  1 

fore  his  dedth^  lef!t  the  crowji  to  a  Jbn  of  h^  bmther 

axQSf  named, 

ZedcBgr       9^*  ZEDENGHEL^  an.  1^9$,  whfch  proJ^ed  tlie 

j^gl  caufe  of  a  moft  blpody  civil  war  \  many  of  the  grandees  I 

ing  Jaacol^'s  part  ag^oft  him,  on  account  of  his  too  [ 

propenfity  to  the  Roman  church;  though  in  other  rcfp 

a  brave  and  noble  prince  fl™.    P^er,  the  the»  Abuna, 

eonfpind    die  Leader  of  that  rebellion ;  and  having  abfolved  the  Abij^ 

cigainjij     nians  from  their  path  of  allegiance,  they  took  arms  agsdp 

him,  whilft  he,  with  the  few  forces  be  had  left,  and  a  0 

number  of  Portuguefe^  venturing  to  give  them  battle, 

9nd  killed,  Aeitittdi  a»d  killed,  Odlober  15,  1604,  after  s|  flaorl 

troublefpme  reign  of  nine  years.    Upon  his  deadi,  his  c 

petitor  was  agaiA  inviied  to  the  throne ;  bat  hsKl  not 

^oyed  it  long,  "before  he  faw  biwfctf  ftrenuoafly  oppc^ 

the  great-graadfon  of  E^ana  Drnghel^  s^.  Otuig  Seguedy  who 

name  was  Sufneus,  or  Saciniaff  a  yous^  prince^  no  Ie6 1 

fill  tlian  brave*    The  conteft  lafted  tomewhat  above 

years,  but  was  at  length  decided  by  an  obfthjate .  %te|^ 

March  10,  16071  in  which,  Jaacob,  and  the  Abiina.  f  ^/*i| 

were  killed  on  the  fpof.  .     'I 

Sttf^w209^        SUSNEUS,  the  92d  monard^,  having  gained  tie  d 

introduces  jnd  regained  the  prown,  made  no  fcrupfe  of  bctrayi()|^ 

$be  Pope's  f^^^  inclination  for  the  church  of  Rotne^  though  it  |iad  ( 

fower.      i^'jg  predeceflbr  fo  dear ;  and  gave  fuchi  encour^gemest  t(>  \ 

popifti  miiConsarie?,  that  great  numbers  flocked  thjither  .durii 

lis  reign,  who  woidd,  in  all  lijcelfcood,.  baveeftaWiflied  tl 

Tope's  authority  in  that  enjpjre,  had  not  a  flop  b^en  put  1 

Kf  mif-  '  their  prpgrefs  by  the  unexpefted  death  of  ihat  mo^ar^ih,  w;' 

Jtonariei     died  in  November ^  i^ru  1652  f  and  by  theacceffioB  <?f  hisl_^ 

txpelled  By  FacUadas^  or  BaJHidesi  to  the  crown,  who  proved  a$  g*«Wiid 

Facila-     enerny,  9^  his  father  hod  >eea  a  friend  a^d  patroo*   td 

•**•  them.  .^^ 

Thus  far  we  have  brought  down  the  Mof  the  WQiy-t«li 

AHffinian  monarch?,  in  me  beft  chronolpgicai  0f4»r  liP 

could,  from  the  fi?w  re^oirdsA^l^ich  the. Por^w^zi^  writer^ 

'    have  been  able  to  procure,  dosR^nto  the  tipie  in  which  th^ 

wrote.    Btrt  oi|r  readers  wiU  not.  be  difTatisfiedi  if,  to  th^O, 

we  add  the  naiftes^SLnd.rcigi?s.oif  tbofe  few  mQi;€^  wlu$:H  « 

••  a  Id.  ibid",  vid'.  $c  LoBQ,  rclat.  paff.    Le  Gran»,  diflcrt.  v. 
p.  250.  ix.  p.  297,  &^fiB^.  .... 

..      ..       ./'       come 


IfteetirlmowlEjge  by  otficr  hamfe>  fince  tWfe  total  ex-* 

'rtf  the  miflibBaifes  a-nd  Roman-catholics  out  of  thd 

ii^  tMj  have  been  fitice  b^nfmhted  into  Extrope^  and 

ilMiiwlMtedby  ^  lite  ftwrAauthcft-,  aiid  jJrintfed  at 

{^  4*.  i7i8  ».    They  iiie  ffitife  that  folterw. 

pBASILIEiES  took  thctA)fntd(Afyh7ji Segued,  ind' 

I  pifeoe  who  SOSi^d  out  that  decree  againfl  the  Roman- 

;  k^  yrtiich:  hte  is-  reprefented  as  i  ftvburer  of 

rfj/?»i  though  dft  eileifay  to  them.     Several  letters 

bct^fr^  Km  atad  the  patriarch  Atphonfb  Mefidez,  of 

k  wc  Ihall  havi  occdfion  to  fpcak  in  the  Tec^tiel.    He  died 

1  thefyear  1664,  aged  fixty-five,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

l^vJOffN,  \vfto;   dh  Ms  icceffion,  took  tU  nanie  of  John2 
f Segued,  anddied^  an.  1680.  i     r  t 

^.  Htt  foil  j^Aw/a,  or  J6fyan  Segued,  al.  Jfydfous,  flic- 1*^"^ 
fcJd  Mtti ;  and  is  thi  prlncfe  tb  whom  the  phyficiari  Pmcei 
Ifettt,  by  Mr.  Mailkt,  ihtFriench  conful  at  Alexandria, 
[v^  afterwiirds  dethrdhed  by  his  foh, 
\TAKLlMEIfOtR;  a.Tekia  Haymaridt^an.  1706*, 
tTt^manbti  was,  for  his  perfidy^  maflacred  by  his  owii  Takli«a^ 
*J,<W.  1709:  arid;  noth. 

His  brother  T^Hs  fat  npoh  the  throne.    His  reigil  Tefilis» 
iifttick  of  the  fame  fhort  duration  as  that  of  his  prede- 
his  prime  minifter,  naihed  Oujtas,  the  fori  of  a  fifter 
,^-H^  Jd^  Segued;  hai^ldg  dethroned  him  in  the  third 
ftfKsre^^  and  fehed  upon  the  crbwn  :  \ht  AbiJ/tni'^^Yr' 
\  hm^"^,  did  not  fufTer  him  to  ufurp  the  imperial  dig- 1^/    * 
floiigttj  than  till  they  could  raife  prince  David,  another 
ftf  thatihonfett-ch  above-rfientioned,  to  the  throne ;  which 
lliot  dprii  lirithout  a  dreadful  flaughter  a&d  maflacre  of 

pihtei  as  wfe  are  informed  by  fome  Ittt^ts  froni 

it  dated  June,    1718  ;  froth  which  it  is  concluded, 

i^k^#ite  ackno\dfegfe(J  tepo-or  about  the  beginning  of  the 

^niht  this  niaIM49d  fltnd  iuipeWdi?  fcantlirig  we  have  giVen  The  Abif- 
Ithc  i^fc^f ^z»t  chtoriotegy  and  iiftory,  which  is  all  thatfinianrr*^ 
"^adffioriary  fadiers  have  Be6n  able  to  colleft  from'  theitf^^^ 
'ttaad  traditionary  records,  our  readers  will  eafily  p^r-^^ff^ 
tiAktzth^rtn  fidS  we  are  got  intb,  and  how  little  i§'''''^'J*  .,. 
yi^Miot  feid  UfcfH  that  fubjeft,  till,  we  come  to  the^^    * 
^dxhtPartugueJe  ^fri^al'  !n^  th^t  empire.    Ohe  might 
"*  hm  caipiftedi  that  after  the  effeft'ual  abolition  of 


- '^  SeetiEOaAUD,  dififcr^t;  ▼.  p.  2^4:7,  ^feq; 
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/nee  the     the  Zagean  ufurpation,  lately  mentioned,   andjAe  happy  I 
reftaura-   reftauration  of  the  Solomonic  .race  to  the  crown,  an.  1300*  j 
tion  of  the -^^i^^Y  Icorir  or  Iqhun  Jmlaky  xhty  would  have  been  more] 
Solomon  -  careful  topreferye  a  faithful  account  of  all  the  enfuing  reignSi,  ^ 
ic  hne-,     ^^^  ^f  ^  jj^^  material  occurrences  thaj:  happened  under  ead|  i 
of  them  from  that  time  downwards,  at  leaft.to  the  coming-; 
of  the  Portuguefe ;  efpeciaUy  as  that  epocha  appears  in  ge-  '. 
neral  to  have  been   very  reniarkable,  for  the  many  wars 
which  thofe  princes  had  with  the  Jgaus^  G alias ^  Turks y^n^  , 
other  nations ;  the  difmembering  of  fo  many  layge.and  nobis ; 
provinces  from  the  empire,  and  the  dreadful  dcvaftationia ; 
that  were  made  in  others,  till  it  was  reduced  within  tl^." 
narrow  bounds,  and  to  that  defolate  condition  in   whicb., 
thofe  new  comers. found  it  atthdr  arrival,  and  was  the  oc-; 
cafion  of  their  being  fo  well  received  there,  '       '•^ ' 

, .  ,  But  whether  the  confuiion  or  calamities  that  raged  during  ■ 

thofe  invafions  and  deftruftive  wars,  occafioned  this  negles^^ 
of  tranfmitting  fome  account  of  them  to  pofterity,  cm*  whair*. 
ever  may  have  proved  the  caufe  of  it,  we  can  only  fay,  th9| 
the  memory  of  the  far  greater  part  of  them,  hath  been  hardly, 
preferved  among  the  inhabitants^  by  any  oth^.  records,  tha%;' 
by  thofe  devaftations  and  dire  monuments,   which  tho%^ 
favage  enemies  have  left  behind  them,  or  in  the  many  king-; 
doms  and  vaft  territories,  they  have  continued  in  the  pofle^"^ 
fion  of  ever  fince :  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  if  any  <3^: 
thofe  tranfaftions  had  been  committed  to  writing,  or  regi|Qi: 
larly  kept  in  the  imperial  archives,  the  jefuits,  and  other  Bai(»' 
fionaries,  whiift  in  fuch  high  favour  with  thofe  monarch4»] 
would  not  have  obtained  a  fjght  of  them,  and  tranfmitted  1^' 
account  to  their  fraternity,  both  at  Rome  and  in  Portugakt* 
Had  any  fuch  i;ecords  been  preferved  in  any  part  of  the  en^-*^ 
pire,  and  afterwards  carried  ofF,  or  been  deftroyed  by  any  Qjf  * 
thofe  barbarian  invaders,  or  periftied  by  fire,  or  any  qtlKi^] 
accident,  the  remembrance  of  fuch  a  remarkable  difafter  couldt  ^ 
never  have  fo  far  periihed  with  them,  within  fo  /hort  a  fpace 
....        of  time  as  a  century  or  two  at  moflr,  as  that  there  fhould  bej' 
no  traces,  no  memorial  left  of  them,,  when  the  Portugueji 
.     made  'their  firft  appearance  in  it.     So  that  upon  the  whole, 
we  cannot  account  for  that  obfcurity  which  reigns  through 
•    '.    the  hiftofy  pi  thofe  latter  ages,,  to  any  thing  but  the  fanae 
^%,.     negleft  aad  natural  indolence  ofiheJbijffinians^  which  had 
^t  •  y^    fuSered  the  moft  fignal  occurrences  of  the  more  remote  ones, 
the  tndo'    f^^^  ^^  ^^^^  particularly,  that  pf  their  firft  converfion  to 
the  people.  Chriftiariity^  and  the  hiftory  of  their  church*  frpm  that  time 
^  ^  '  downwards,  to  he  buried  in  fucfji  impenetrable  daiknefe, 
above  any  otW  ChriAiao  n^tio;i»  Jt,  is  tjiei^ore  high  time 

;  v  now 
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knirtocome  to  that  remarkable  period,  which  reaches  from 
tefirll  arrival  of  the  Portugueje  into  thofe  dominions,  down 
^thcir  final  cxpulfion  out  of  them.  This  epoch,  which' 
fraught  \rith  the  moft  important  tranfaAions,  and  tranf- 
Kted  by  ib  many  able  p^ns,  will,  in.fome  meafure,  make 
icadsfor  the  barrennefs  and  obfcurityof  the  former;  efpe- 
fflyif  they  be  read  with  that  caution,  which  we  have  ven- 
ted to  hint,  more  than  once,  through  the  courfe  of  this 
Ipter,  with  rcfpeft  to  that  partiality  with  which  they  muft 
resfonably  fuppofed  to  have  been  penned,  in  a  cafe, 
lereia  the  credit  and  intereft  of  the  Roman  AxaicYi  is  fo 
feply  concerned,  and  the  writers  are  fuch  profefled,  ftanch,  .  - 
d  indefatigable  promoters  of  it  '.  ' . 

^How  this  empire  was  at  firft  difcovered  by  Pet^r  Covillan^'i^^^' 
AMickaelPayva,  In  their  wild  fearch  after  the  famed  and 
dfought-for  one  of  Prejier  J^hriy  we  h^ve  already  feen^. 
e  next  attempt  in  queft  of  it  was  about  feven  years  after,     \\(yj. 
\sxiVafcode  Gama  firft  ventured  to  fail  rbuad  the.  cape 
I  coafts  of  Africa,  and  thenCe  to  the  Eaft-tndies '. .    Seven 
rs  t^yAlphonfoiAlhutiuerc^  following  the  fame  track,  Alphonfo 
I'tat  fa^  European  that  failed  through  the  i[lreights  (if  d*Albtt- 
vl-mancklf  znd  fpread  the  Po/^i/^^  name' im^tig  thfe^^^^c 
io^ians,  by  confirming  all  that  Covtllan,  ,\i'iiO.  was  ft'^y-^'V^j* 
fc,  and  had    been  detained  there  ever  fmce  '  his  firft  ^^^^ 
W,   had  told  them    concerning,  their    naval   power,    ^fl^- 
Idjfcoveries  and  fettkments  in -^r/V,*  7/z'J/a,,  <irc.     This  ^* 

^ed  fo  much  the  more  favourable  a  jurifture  for  them,  as 
f  empire  oi  Abijftnia  was  at  that  time  reduced  to  the  loWeft  fhtemf^t 
lb,  both  by  foreign  wars  and  inteftine  broils,  and  go- '•<^«f^^^« 
toed  by  king  Davids  a  minor  monarch,  under 'the  emprefs  ^'^<^'  ^* 

few  his  grandmother ;  who,  though,  in  all  refpefts  a  per-  •'    *  ' 

I  of  a  moft  excellent  charafter,  yet  was  now  altogether" 
Ipable  of  holding  the  reins  of  government,'  under  fo  many,  •  "   * '  ' 
iaimoft  unfurmountable,  difficulties,  without  fome  pow- 
i  affiftance  from  abroad  :  fo  that  fhe  no  fooner  heard  of 
f  prowcfs,  valour,  and  fucc^fs  of  the  Portuguefe^  than  fhe 
wed  to  apply  to  thdr  king  Don  J?»wnw^/ for  fuccour,  and 
enter  into  a  treaty, fh-ift  alliance,  and  frienclfliip,  with  that  Them- 
ince :  and  that  ftie  might  fucceed  the  better  in  it,  fhe  made  frefs  He- 
^t^izvL  Armenian  merchant,  named  Mz/zA^-u;,  a  perfon  ^«'**'*^**' 
^way  qualified  for  fuch  a  commifBon,  to  be  fent  on  an  ^M^'* 
Wttffy  to  the  court  of  Portugal     To  oblige'  that  prince  P<?>*«g^  * 

»• 

'  *  See  before,  p.  9,&  feq.  ^  See  before,  p.  30,  &  fcq. 
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th^,  9lor^,  to  b<;r  intcifeft,  fli?  prefented  \iiffi  yxrith  a  ^ifce  of 
^he  holy  crof?,  i^s  i  token  of  her  Chrilliaa  prcfeffipn";^  whiclj 
y{^  tpo^  aft^r  d^eooliteji  in  a  gpld  box,  which  Jipkonfo  ^Al? 
huqu^rc  ^auf§d  tp  Jb?  inadp,  for  thaJt  purpofp..  Maphew  yaf 
likewilg  re^elve^'  ^y  hin^  with  particular  hpno^r^'^  ^- 
pa.^c:h?d  to.  Lijhortf  Mfticr?  ^P  J^^wii^  met  wiA  a  j^crflgracioi^ 
jfeceptipn froip Ppa  EmaniteJ ^.^his. whole couf t,  whp. l)€gjm 
Ifco  look  pn  tWs  sunlpi^fly,  ^;^d  defired  alliance,  as  an  e^n^ 
<if  fp^iCriingular  ^dvant^agjf  ^hat  -wfpulpl,  acGriie  t)oth'^  to  ijiin 
%n(l  the/fhvrcii  of  ^owf  fron^  it  •  ix^,  was.  kc<?9J[dingIy  ^ 
;^p,tje^^y^l?.■%utmoftrc^J}iiae(s^^  .     • 

»>//r^'      •  ]9uT  tefpr^  "v^e  ent^c  ipto,'  a  %t;her  detail  of  thjis.  trap(- 
cti'ved  by   aftlon,  whidi  laid  the  fo^ii/ia^ipn  of  that  friendihip  anfl  4- 
i%Ema-lia^c^  l^^tw^^  :th^.  Poriii^JfeJk  ^nd  Jblfflnian  cpprts,.  zni 
.Blid.  '      prpy^d  thcc^ufe  of.  (o  msyiy  ftrahge  accidents  and  revolu- 
tions i.n  th^  (att^i-y^  it  will  Qot  b^  ai^ifs  to.refuip^  tfce  thr^ 
pf  it  a,  lUile  .jyghef,  in  ord?r  to  giye  fonue'  farthf^r  light  Irtoi 
'  '"'      'tjiii^  pact  of  tb.eifT.ti^pry.'    We  ti^ve  already.,  hinted,.  }i^\ 
CoviUan  hs.i  b^en  det^ln^^  by  tjl^e,  emperor  Jlfxander  eY*i 
,  . .    iince  his  arrivajl  thW^er,  according  (o  the  ufiial  policy  of  thq^; 
•  pringc^,  ROt  to  fuffei;.^  ftfaog^r  to.  to  again  911^  of  t;heirdc^ 

/  *..    /.  Bajnions ;  |)Ut  though  deta(i>f da. prifoner^  yethe,Mras  not  vm 
., .    ip>^h<?r  reipefts  li^^  on^  :.  that  grince,  who.  ii^  faid  to  ha;ijc 
bepn.  ^'  fecoii^  Jtey^ahder  in  gen^rpfity,  havjing  conceived  a 
'     great  vajqi?  for  .hnn*  as  a  perfon  of  vajoiji:  ^nd  ^xperienj4 
'  ■    •      'and  one  ^hp  Height  be  very  ferviceablc  to  hini  both  by  hfe 
COUDcU  and  hi^  cojirage.     Nahod^  his  fucceflpr,  treated  hh|i| 
Covjllaif   ii^  the  fom^.  ipanncr  all.  tfe  tjilrteen.  years  of  his  reign,  a|4| 
iept  ik       willingly  hear^  him.  fpeak.  of  the  bravery,  tfrength,  ^d  ^-j 
4l>i^^<l  *  tenlive:  cpqimjjnj^  of  hi^.  natipn,  .and  gladly  cpnfulted'him  (»j 
smdmuch  ^  ^^JPSafipns,.    This  prince,  dyiji^,  left  the  governnpicnt  m- 
^mluedby  tuitipa  of  his  fpn,  .I^%a  Z)^i2^^^/,  fince  called  Davids  theit 
iJbe  emp0^  ^"^  in%t,  to.  h^s  linother,  the  em{;refs  Magueza,  and  to  the 
rcror,        emprefs  i7^/r«/i  l}is  grandmother,  who  was  the  widow  of 
^  •  Sqeda  M(iriam^  and  a  pripcrfs  juftly  efteemed  by. all  for  her 
q?:trap;'dinary  wifdomand   pJQty ;  and.  who,  in  aU  likdi- 
hpod^  w^s  adyifed  by  her  Portugtiefe  prifoner,  to  take  the 
ftep.  fh^  did>  of  inviting,  th^  King  oi  Portugal  xq  heraflift- 

'  Helena^       ^^^  ^^^  moreover  immenfely  rich,    and  enjoyed   vaft 

nverij  of   fertile  tcrritprie?  in  the  kingdom  of  Gajam ;  and  having  nd- 

tkm^tf.     ther  fon  nor  di^ughter,  beftqwed  the  greateft  part  of  her 

income    in  works  of  charity,  and  particularly  in  buildiog 

ftately  churches,  .and  endowing  them  with  a  munificence 

'  '      .    "  '   '  tri^y 


Wtfrwyaf  (Qi^>ft'aad  atd  thefo  Hfei^  buUt  <fait^lftA*  diBJWtff 
'^  fiim  tbofe  €AAHffini»\  it  i&^t  ublikely  Uiat  thA 


"5 


tSLJ 


t  diei 


D^O 


DUfol-^ 


Our  readers  w3I  aot 
be  drfpleafed^  if  we 
iem  a  fketth  of  one  of 
floKle'  fbodtires^.  wliick 
pboi  «ia{^if^(^  caufed  ta-  Be 
~  ia  tte^  uiiddle  0(f  chrt 
a  6f  Gi^jgrn^  where  tha 
part  of  iiei  l«lds  Jay^ 
where  Ak  kept  kv  uiiial 
lence.     It  was  built  on  a 
emineace^  in  th«  ter- 
otNeBaffay  which  is  wa- 
'by  the  mtt  NiU;  and  to 
ic  camflkteA  in  die  miift 
minn«i<;  flie  fent  for 
lerable  Bomber  of  the 
asdnttAa  and  workmen 
^  Suft^  at  a  vsJk  ev- 
At  the  foot  of  th6  hiil 
i  which  it  ilands^^was  built  ^, 
^  ^q^a^e^  incl^fure  of  ilone 
dky,  esidi  dfthe  fides  xoa' 
long,  and  theUrall  (iiU 
vards  thkk,   and   about 
IV  hei^$  thtf  whole!  {& 
csemested  toeether,  chat 
iM  ooft  be  btStt  aiuodbr 
the  gfcateft  difficaity- 
Ubour(i). 
the  cemar  of  that  pre- 
ftands  tKe  churchy  all  of 
ilones ;  the  ibuflure  not 
round;  a$  other*  chnrdies 
Taare,  butof  aiquare' 
aSf'iMli  as  the  choir>  dr' 
wiihin.      The  waits 
104  feet  inrlength^  and^die 
about  60:    the  ftones 
iihed    very    fmootb,    with 
I,  pinks,   lilies,  and  other 
curioufly  carved  upon 
in    foch   variety,    and 
fuch  beautiful  delicacy, 
n  could  hardly  be  outdone  by 


WMffiiuu 


L^l 


the  pencilji  ^r  9n  ^ax»  or  tmyt 

fine  metal.  TBpfe  flowers, 
W  are  farther  told,  were  co<^ 
rtfred  wfthg^ld  and'fil^f ;  die 
worksmnOiip  Of  whfch  vaftiy 
e»Cieed«d  ^e  vt^oe  of  lihd  ittft» 

The  me,  or  litde.  akar  (f); 
chalices,  i^tesy  and  other  -fa. 
cred  ntenfils,  were  no  le&  zjch 
and  magnificent;  and  our  au- 
thor te&  us,  that  he  faw  two 
of  theie  altars  in  the  time  of 
So^ZB Segu^ii,  allof  iblid  gold; 
oae.  of  which  weighed  8^oOi 
and  the  otfae^  ^o,  oaquas,  or 
ounces  {4). 

>  This  fine  edifice  had,  how- 
ever, two  confiderable  faults* 
incommon  with  all  thofe  of  the 
empire ;.  the  one^  that  they  are 
ihitch  too  dark ;  which,  accord* 
ihg  to  the  notion  of  the  JBif" 
fimarts^  addis  ibmething  of  io- 
lemn  grandeur  to  them ;  efpe^ 
ciaUy,  aaallt the ditifie  fervlce 
is  performed  in  thtem  by  candles 
lightr  wheth^  by-^y  or  night. 
Thcother  is,  that  they  are  aU 
thatched  with  iiraw;  which,, 
cpnfidering  the  number  of  can- 
dles that  are  burning  in  them, 
expofes  thenr  to  be  frequently 
f*t  on  fire. 

This  noble  ftrUaure^  had 
handlydood  twenty  years-  be^ 
fore  its  rich  utenfik  inticed  one 
Granbe^  a  Mobamniedem  general, 
to  come  and  plunder  it  of  all 
its  wealth,  and  fet  fire  to  the 
reft,  which  was  air(except  the 
ftones  ilill  itaading)  reduced  to 
a(hes. 


tu,  vid,  ftp,  f,  13^. 


'     (2)  U^ihid,  r^JDe 

(^^  Aimeyd,  ub.fup.  Lud^fb,  L^ho^  &e. 

Q  4  fame 


:m6  She  Africtii  Uffijfry  ^  .         B.  XU 

fatffne  PcrtugUi/e  gentleman  mm.  the  chief.  ajrehiC^^  aad  coii* 

duftor  of  thpfeaoblc  ftriiftures,»  which >beingfo much, »eai:^ 

to  thofc  of  Portugal,  might  fcrve  to  give  that  princefs  a  ftill 

Tbimfirt  pesiter  idea  of  his  nation.    However  that  hOi  whilftfhewas 

attacked    thus  employing  her  time  and  her  w^th  in  fuch  magnificenc 

nmtbin      wolks,  ihc  fiw  the  empire  attacked  by  th/^Mdhammedant 

amd-witi'  "svithout,  and  her  gbvernmei^r  ftdly^  difturbed  b^.  parties  and 

•*'•  faftions. within:  fo  that,  npt  knowing  wHi^.. way.  to  t^ 

heriJjlf,  wq^needrnot  wonder  at  her  be^ng  fo.^fily.  pri^ailed 

Matthew  upon^  by  the  politic  CoxiUlan,  tOifeod  to^Portitgalfor  £k> 

/ent  am-     cour  ;  a  thing  quite  oppoHte  to&  the  comiaoQ  ^pra&ice  of  ait 

Safador  to  her  pr<ideoeffors  ;   which,  in  the- "endv;  ^hiinly  ^ftfe^ed  tha 

Portugal,  remedy  to  have  been  worftHhaii  the  i^afe. '  Bjit  to  return 

toiler  ambaffador; '*    '  W'_i    \'l\  '''  .'  , ;  ^.,'t.  \ 

He  tot  brtiy.  met  witK"'t}>e  litooft^/coifipllari^e  from  the 

.    Pertugu^fi\  king ;  but  'as  %h  ^^p  'aUiaace  ^ppear^d  to  bp  c^ 

the  utrnqft-  conkquence  bot?h  iQ^\nm  anfl  i^f»<^3"*^^'i  ^ 

Rome,    He  fxiade  no  delayiAo  foad  th^  einptefs  a  folemO(^i 

baflfy  in  return  to  hers^*  :and  ntiimiiiated  to-;it  the  famoui 

Gatvan     Edward  Galvan^  a  man  of  excdleni  capacity  and  great  ejri 

fent  am-     perience ;  who',  »after  having  fert^  -  -his  'tw^  pi^diedeffolrs  id 

baffador     the  quality  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  h^dbeeri  aftehvfiVds  fentami 

h^'^g       baffador  into  Germany y  France y%ni'\^ 

Emanuel,  ^^y  qualifiH  fdr  fuch  an  important  conirriifllon,  liad  not  hij 

extreme  old-age  made  hini  unfit  fpi;  fq long, kflid  dangerous^ 

journey,  .'He  fct  out,  howeverV., iydth'ra fuit^J^/rc^nue,  M 

a  numerous  fleet,  commaoded  by  UfiAz,  jilpare:$^  m^  Jadd 

with  magnificent  prcfents  for  the:  young  Abiffmiatp  emperdq 

and  his  excellent  protedlrefs' and  grandmotfaery  fheempfefi 

Alvarez     Helena,     francis  Alvarez^  probaWy  a  near  Ifllation  of  thi 

fent  chap'  commander,  a  clergyman,  juftly  reflefted  uponby  Alnieyd^ 

Jain  to  tbi  Tellez,  and  by  Hr.  Ludcl^hj  'for  his  too  great  credulity,,  an^ 

ambajfy.    jjjs  indifcrete  relating  of  mdny  monftrous  abfurdities,  tip<^ 

mere  hearfay,  but  in  other  refpeflts,  a  man  of  <;andorau3 

piety,  was  appointed  chaplain  ti)  tHjp^rand  amb^ffy,  whict 

met  with  a  quick  and  eafy  voyage  into,  the  R$dSea\.  but.w8S 

foon  after  diiconcerted  by  the  unexposed  death \«f  theam^ 

-  Gal  van     baffador  Galvan,  at  the  ifland  otCumaran,  in  the  yiA^J^ 

diis  at    \  of  his  age ;  by  which  unforefeen  accident,  a  ftop  of  near  four 

Comaran.  years  was  put  to  the  defigns.of  the  P^r^wg-w^  monarch,  auJ 

the  great  expeftations  of  the  emprefs  Helena  \ 

The  matter,  however,  was  thought  of  too  great  import- 
ance to  be  fet  afide  ;  and  the  arrival  of  Don  Lopez  de  Seguir^ 
(who  was  then  entering  into  his  government  of  India)  it 

«  AtVAaEa,  &al.  fup.cit. 


C.4r    '  tte^^Empire  0f  AhiSitijaL.  at; 

the  iQznd  of  Maziva,  then  belonging  to  the  Mljinian  em- 
perors, tho*  fince  taken  by  the  Turksy  offered  him  a  fre(h 
encoturagement  to  renew  it.     He  was  then  bringing  back  the  ' 

Armenian  merchant  from  Lf/hon,  and  was  to  land  him  at  that 
ifland';  where,  obferving  with  what  joy  and  eagcrncfs  he  wis- 
received  by  the  Bahmagajby  or  governor,  by  the  monks  o£ 
^iz^rn,  and  other  Ghnftians  of  the  country,    he  refohred, 
without  ftirtber  delay?  to  Appoint  another  perfon  to  go^on* 
that amba%, with  the' faid'TMiflf/A^w,  to  the  Akiffinidn  court. 
Uofortunacely,  the  peribn  he  {^itched  upon  for  that  commif* 
fidn,  was  Rodriguez  dp  LdmOy  a  perfon*  of  a  quite  oppofite  Rodri- 
charaSerto  his  predeceflbr G/r/v^w,  apafljonate humourfdm^ gucz dc 
young  gentleman,  and  quite  unfit  for  fuchan  office.^  Father  fin|a  /^»^ 
AharezYizs  ordered  to  accompany  him^a&his  chaphm;'  ^sD&inhisJiead^ 
a  numerous  retinue  was  ordered  to  attend  them :  _  their  jour-     1 520. 
mypjoved^erylong  and  troublefocie,  through  th^  h^tof 
the  climate,  and  the  badnefs  of  the  roads;  notwithftanding 
tihich,  they  aH  anired  fiife  at  the  ^iMj^nidn  comt  on  the  His  arri^ 
20th  of  j^prilj  whett  they  met  with  an  affedionate  dhA  pom-  'val  at 
pous  reception.    '  Ai  (or  Matthew  the  j4rmenian,  he  fellfick^^"^'- 
at  their  firft  fetting  out,  and  died  in  a  village  belonging  tothe  Matthew 
moiiks  of r^iia^i  and  was.  buried  in  the  church  of  that  mo- ^'" '*  ^^' 
■naftery\      *  '    .     •'  ^\  ,;  J  ;     '.;/.  '     '^'^'     . 

The  . emperor 'JDbz;ft/,   now  Sultan  A^v^^^  received  tfefy^^^ 
amba^dor  with  great  marks  of  joy.^nd.  efte^m,  an4  ad-^^^/i 
'  aitted'them  as  loon  as  ipoiSble,  though  with  great  ceremcxiy 
and  fonxiality  at  the- firft  audience,  they  being  obliged  to 
aiake  frequent  long  halts  ^t  every  ftage,  as  thdy  drew  nearer 
to  the  imperial  pavilion,  -  acdordmg  id'  the  ftately;  grandeur  of 
that  ctmft.     He'caijfed  tbein  to  be  entertained  with  all  p'of- 
-Jble  magniflcenee  dui*iftg  their  tedious  ftay,,  which  was  ^iK  and  long 
whole  years ;  for  fo  long  did  he  .detain  them  befgre  they  ft aj: 
•  could  obtain  their  dilfriiffion ;  though  Rodriguez,  naturally 
hot  and  impatient  at  the  afiefled  delays  qf  that  monarchy 
preffed  him  to  it  with  the  utmoft  importunity,  and  mudi 
morefo,  after  he  received  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  king 
Emanuel^  and  of  the  acceffion  of  John  III.  to  the  throne. 
One  thing  indeed  that  contributed  much  to  the  retarding  of  ^^^^^^ 
their  return,  we  are  told,  was  the  wantof  fliipping  to  convey  ^^^ -^ 
the  ifnbaflador  away ;  for  if  any  veflels  chanced   to  come  jhiffing. 
from  Indiay  it  was  at  a*  time  when  they  were  at  a  great  di- 
ftance  from  the  fea*^     At  length,  with  great  difficulty,  they 
obtained  their  audience  of  leave,  and  fet  put  for  the  Red  Sea^  -.,  .    . 
charged  with  a  letter  to  the  new  king  oi  Portugal;  to  whom  partlrg 

«  Id.  ibid.  *  ITellbz;  I,  ii.  c.  5. 

he 


bmr  re* 
tion^ 


'or 


A 


«i8-  ^  African  Sghty  9f  B.XVt. 

mmtpri'      ke  Cloevrtic  fdctlstts  ctovm  of  gold  and  filver  *  :i&  i  prefeot 

/«/'•  The  letter  majr  be  feen  at  large  in  tiie  InAoiy  wfaklx.^^tf' 

1S26.     1^^  ^ajth  pven  of  this  ambafly  >  and  empcce.    He  fiiomfe 

Anamaf*  madechofce  of  a  learned  monky  ilamed  Zagaza  Jt^  la  go 

/^         a^bajBadbr  to  the  king  df  Portagtth  whom  he  chaa^ed  witK 

^^         a  letter  e®  Pope  Clemmb  VIL  and.  eameftly'  entreated  Fmmm 

Jtviac0z  tO!  accompany  him  <»  his  aitkbafly  tD*  J^dra^,  .whsfib 

he  ratdlly  pronufed  td  do  {RJ^    At  the  hmt  ^me,  Xosirigaes 

'    \Ka»ckftt^to  leave  Johm  Barmudkz^  Mi  {dtyiictaii^  bdiinii 

mth  htm^  anda  patntdr  of  his.  retkni)^  to*  whichihe  omt^ 

&nted  ;  and  this  fi£tmu»JhCt$  tne/w!y  pecfon  wtiK>  was  tnade^ 

iboo)  a£ber^  La£r/t'  patiriarqh  of  Abiffima^.  and  iihi^te  a  flnrt 

luAoKji  of  that  einpim,  of -chichi  .we  have. ^en.  ait  acooiisit 

taa  foroaec  &£)»»[  ^.  arid  outof  mhich  voeifaaU esctraftiBofi: 

•^  See  before,  p.  f.        *  Ch;  136^.  ^  See  before,  p;  fwi 

■  • '  t"      * 

(A)  Thefe  letters,  whiekarei.  to  ^rdjnbtefome  other  polities} 
fiyU  of  fulsome  tattery^,  bottv  vievs^tka^pocftif,  and^of-^ 
to  the  Pope  andldog^of  Pbr/«-,  kix^  cf*  B^tugal,  The.  truth 
'  gal^.  and  ackaowlege  the.  for-  is,,  there.  1$  nothkig, in ,  the  cpa- 
iner  tp  be  the  true  and  only  vi-  •  teats^^  dVdion,.  ftyle,  manner, 
carof  Chrift,  and  the  Head  of  tfr^bf  tTiem,  that  can  incline 
his  church  on, earthy  iii  i\^  an  ujabiaflfed  reader *to beB^vfc 
pliaineft  and'  ftrongeft  'terms',  fliisrothe  genuine  and  reil^p- 
wereafierMrard^  trariflatcdUnto  tare^of  tiiafenionarch;  Norvoii 
Lutiithy  Paul  Jo^iitsf,  and<pr4-.  t^e  dKhftfJ  hand;  can  any  ditt 
cared  Mvarext  who/ was  iq>*  weft :  coo ddivs;  if  dieyj  \ienr 
p^pktedrto  carry  them  u^I^me^,  faiigQdL:. andr  tlic.  amhaflry.feea 
a^  moft  gracious  rtfceptioi^fronsF  Qnl^a«ontMyanf^efOf4|o4rp9> 
ijiat  pontir  and  bis  cour^t  (5),.  Uticrfathers,..how  thdone^couid 
whilfthis  coWegusi  ZagazorJp  be.  mfije4?  ai^d  the  other  carr 
was  detained' at  Ll^n  fbr  fomc  fied'on„in  a  manner  fo  contrary 
.  ^  •  poKtic  reafons,  as  W  .fliall  ft6  tc^  their  uruaJ'cOnSu6l  and  fore- 
ift  the  next  note.  .  '  fight,  aifd  wHidi  lb  plainly  car* 

The  misfortuof^  Mffts,  tW  ries  wi!h  it  the-matrles  of^an  art*- 
ittth  tfiefe  Icfters,  and  the  par-  ftil^  yiet  ill-conterted  defignf. 
fier*  %f:this  ambaiTy,  were?  af-.  The  readtr  n^y  fee  hifth  Icfr 
rterwards.  abiblutejy  difown^Bd-  ter$ aj: leogthinMn.  Z«€fWs 
hy  his  raccelTor  in,  the  next  relation,  often  qaoted  in.thif 
Tcign,  difclaimcd  apd  coBdejni*-.  chapter  {6),.together  withibme 
ed  as  fo  many  coutrjvances  and  other  an€v:d[o.tes  relating, to this^ 
forgeries,  fet  on  foot  by  t^ie  and.  fo^e  other  tranfaiilions  of 
Furttiguefe  mifiionarit-B,  in  or-  the  Jifee  kind,  from  which  he 
'derto  introduce' the  Pbpe*i  aii-  may  perhaps  form  a  more  fa- 
thority  into  that  empire,  and    thfa^lor^  judgment  of  them. 

(5)  TelteTB,.  Hh,  H.  Dr  Cento's  decad.  4.  Luc  10.   Job^  de  Barm^  ircai  4» 
r.  4.  Akatm,  XoAb» .&f, ai,  ifi)  Pag.  45 1,  &  Js^,  ^ ul^.  fnf 

<4 


C4  thJSm(ir^0fAhif&sM.  ^19 

of  the  tninfa6UoD5  whicjh  happened  daring  his  fJ9f  la  that 
country.  - 

In  ti^c  mean  tixne,  fodriguez  and  his  retinue  arrived  fafe 
ztG<4y  and  feUcd  frop;  thence  in  the  month  of  Jfanuaiy^^  15*7* 
^d  the  year  folfowing  for  Lt/hcm ;  vjhere,  upon  thek  arri-  -^rriyul 
v«l^on  thji.  25th  of  Ju}^  foUowi^g,  tbcy  were  ptevenlted*'*^'''^"' 
fr^hnding,  on  acconntqf  the  plaguerag^ng  very  tujcioufly.; 
fe.that  they  were  forced  ta  fail  up  higher  a$  far  as  ^a^har'm^ 
a  fi^-pprt,  about  twelve  leagues  north  of  that  capital ;  whence 
they  were  conducted  by  the  marquis  of  J^ilkn^l  to  Coim^r^ 
where  the  court  then  was,  and  where  die  Ahijfiwn  axnbaila*  • 
dors  were  prefented  to  the  king,  and  met  with  a  moft  cour;^ 
tieous  r^eptJon,     The  refult  of  this  ijptiable  ambafly  beiftg  in 
£»Re  meaO^re  foreign  from  our  hiftory  pf  the  ^mpire«  ^qd.  y^tt 
interefling  enough  to  excite  a  ready's  cuiaofity^  we  fljall 
ftibjoin  in  a  mrginal  npte  (S),,  and  retui:n  npw  to  ow  ac- 

coui^t 


($)  TKc  fcqoel  of  this. am- 
J>l%,,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  bai: 
prefeat  itibje£t»  was  this : 

Br.,  Atuafies^  who  was  bam- 
ing  wiU>.  a.  Wy  zeal  td  go.  and 
^yt  )am^i  a^  his  huriijsefs's 
&e|,  aadtpJ^Ushis  fli^pjor^  i^ 
the  name  of  his  JiiJ^un^  ma- 
jefty,  co^ld  hardly  bropk  the 
delay  which  he  met  with  at  the 
GO|ut  o(  Portugal,  On  the  one 
%and,  it  was  diqught  £t  that 
his  coUegue,  Zagaza  -  Ah^ 
fhould  tarry  fome  time,  ther/s, 
to  be  carefally  examined  about 
Ae  fakh  and  pra£Hce  of  the 
Miffixian  church,  and  to  that 
e&dwas  turned  over  to  the  fam^ed 
Uftottan  Ji^H  de  Barros,  and 
AmoM  de  Goex,  to  be  caiefully 
tfted  in  every  pointi  whofe  an- 
fwcrs  they  immediately  com. 
mitted  to  writing. 

On  the  other,  the  king  of 
'NrtugtUi  who  designed  to  fend 
likewife  an  amhaily  of  his  own 
to  Rome,  heiitated  a  good  while 
before  h^  could  fix  upon  a  pro- 
per perfon ;  but  at  length  no- 


minated his  own.  nephew  Don 
Martin  to  it,  and  ordered  him 
a  fuitable  equipage  and  reti- 
nue, int  ZagazaM,  not  hav- 
ing given  his  two  inquiiitors 
the  fata^fa^ioa  they  expeded 
from  him*  but  having,  been 
frequently  caught  prevaiicating 
with  them»  was  not  deemed  &t 
to  be  fentwith  them,  but  was 
flijl  detained  in  LiJiaM^  where 
he  wrbte  a  treatife  of  the  Jii/i 
Jinian  faith ;  which  was  after- 
wards tranflated  into  Latin  hy 
Amian  de  Goez,  and  puhlifhed 
m  the  Spania  Ilhifirata^  among 
the  affairs  that  related  to  Par^ 
tugali  but  which  hath  ^ned 
but  little  credit  among  the 
learned*  as  may  be  feen  by  the 
account  which  the  judicious  CJv- 
^/^«i»  hath  given,  both  of  it 
and  its  author  (7}. 

Whilfl  he  was  thus  employed 
at  Lijban^  his  collegue  u/Ai;^-' 
r/«,  and  Don  Martin^  fet  out 
thence  for  their  ambsUTy,  and 
arrived  at  Bolonia  in  the  month 
.  oi  January  I  $53,  where  C&«r/« 


(7)  Miffi.  dt  Rd*  Abiffitup.  t,  eifif,  214,  a  alik 
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cottnt  of  the  Mijjinian  affairs,  after  the  departure  of  th^Por- 
tugue/e  ^mhzihdpr.  .  4-^- 

■  TitrenipeVor  DdinJ,  foon  after  his  taking  upon  tim  the 
gains  fame  tt\n%  of  gpverment.   Having  gainefCfeyeral  fuccefsful' battles    | 
wi^ories    againft,  and  recoveredTo'me  large  tern tories  from,  his  M(?i>r^    | 
neighbours^  did  not  a  little  alarm  their  fears,  by  his  detaining    ; 
the  Pdrtuguefe  ambaflador  fo  long  in  his  dominions.     They    ; 
liad  their  fpies'^t  his  court,  ^w^ho  ^oon  apprifed  tlieni  that    ; 
heh^d  made  a  league  oifenfive  and  defeOiUve  with  the  king   '; 
K)S'Pr>ftiigkl^  who  ha4  engaged  to' ^ffift  Jilii)  to  drive  all  the    ' 
'AfiSinfimeJans   out  of  theif  new. ' ^6n<}uefls.  ,.  The  king  rf 
'j^Hef,,  ztnongfi  the  reft,  "whofe  ter^-.i tones  were  contiguous  to    ; 
■JHfftnia^  and  \vh6^  w-aS* himfelf  bi' Mohammedan,   and  a  pro- 
^effed'cneniy  W  dl'Chriftians,  was  dne  of  the  firft  who  took  ' " 
*np  amis  againft  htm,  ani  fent  a  fmall  body  of  troops  into  his   • 
■firorftifei-s,'  cbmmdn'ded  by  the  valiant  Moor  Achmed,  firnamed    ■ 
"Gfdrihey  or  left-handed,  whom  David  had  lately  flripped  of  * 
fomc  confiderable  lands :  in  revenge  of  which,  he  marched   ; 
;his  troops  I  with  fuch'fvviftnefs  and  fury  into  his  dominions, 
that  he  quickly  Qv^.r -fan  the  kingdom  of  iv^/^^/ir,  deftrpyed 
churches, .  towns,  ;yiUages»  and  all  thatcam?  ia  ,his  way, 
and  made  .vafl:  nunj^ers  of  prifoaers,  tefore  any  thing  could 
/f/, /;^ff<j/l  be  attempted  to  c^pofe*  him ;  infomudi  nhat,  encouraged  by  -^ 
smdrA'     .  his  vaft  fucceffts,  hebegan  to'fortha-clefign  of  jmakinjg  Hm- 
wages*      -felf  mafter  of  the*  whole  y^^t^/zf^in  empire  %     The  emperor, 

alirmed  at  thtpffi  di^vUftdtions,  niade  all  the  fpeed  he  coiild 

-;•.,-        t  ;  .      .^i  V.     ■         -  '•■  ■'  •   '.' 

*  Bermudez,   ch.'i.  Teli^ez,  ub.  fup.  L  ii.  c. ..  '.  tir- 
BotPu,  1.  ii.  c.  i'6.  LoBo,  Le  Grand,  &  al. 


\inskr  the 
Moors. 


^he  king 
r/'Adcl 
finds 

Granhe 

againft 

him. 


V^  was  to  be  crowned  emperor 

i>y  the  Roman  pontif,in  the  view 

'  of  ayaft  concourfe  of  people, 

,  of  all  ranks,  who  flocked  thi- 

■  therfrom'r.ll  parts,  to /ee  that 
"'grafidrolemnity..     A  nil  here  it 

■  v/a5;^,that  w^/'z^^r^^  appeared  in 
^  the"  char.adler  qX  m% ^Mijjinian 
'  inajeily^s' ambairador,*'paid  ho- 
,  mage  to,  .and  haiang«ed  his  ho- 
'  iinefs  on  t,lie  occafibn",  and  de- 

Iivere^d  into  his. hands  .the  em- 
peror's letter,  whether"  genuine 
or  counterfeit,  and  was  received 
wish  all  the  joy,  in^  aiFedlion 


imaginable  by  that  ppntif  (8); 
whill^  his  JhiJ/imasf  xiollegi^, 
the  ,,IegH'ned  Zagazar-^Sf  ^^ 
Ihainefiilly  detained  and  j^fcrc- 
dited  in  Portugal  tiiltjie  year 
1539,  for  no  other  reafon,  per- 
haps, than  becaufe  he  would  , 
not  concur  with  the  accounts 
which  the  jefuits  had  given  of 
the  Jbiffinian  faith,  nor  father 
all  the  ^errors  which  they  had 
laid  to  his  church's,  charge. 
How  he  was  rewarded  for  it, 
we  (hall  fee  in  the  fe<^uel. 


(8)  Atvare»,  liiji,  Etbiop.    7e!i^x,  L  iL    Ludolpb^  I,  ii.   e,  i6.  «.  ii>   ^ 


/f- 
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tofiop  bis  progre& ;  a&d  coming  againft  him  with  4  ^body 
of  3000  borfey  and  a  numerous  body  of  foot,  eafily  'Over- 
threw liisfmall  army»  as  it  confifted  only  of '  300  horfe,  and 
aa  inferior  number  of  foot,  and.carried  off  many  of  the  latter 
prifooers*.    Two  years  after  this,  he  came  again  at  the  head 
(fa  more  numerous  army,  and  gave  him  a  fecond  defeat  ;> 
bat  all  this  did  not  hinder  him  from  going  on  with  his  con*' 
qaefts  and  ravages,  infomuch,  that  fro^  this  time,  to  that 
of  that  monarch's  death,  which  happened  twelve  years  after, 
be  ceafed  not  making  new  conquells  and  devaftations,  plun- 
dering and.  burning  where-ever  he  came,  till  he  had  reduced  Tie  emfe- 
the  greater  part  of  the  empire  to  the  utmoil  extremity.  What  rorreduad 
i&creafed  the  geno^l  difaAef  ftill  more,  was,  that  many  of  ^^^^-^i' 
the  nobles  and  grandees  went  over  to  the  Moorijb  general,  A^'i^'^^ 
and  fided  with  him ;  the  greateft  part  dt  whom,  p  well  as 
fjith^Jbij^nians,  whom  he  had  taken  prifoqer^,  made  no 
fauple  to  turn  Mohammedans ;  which  we  need  the  lefs  won- 
der at,  if  what  we  formerly  obferved  out  of  Mvarez  be  true, 
that  they  believe  that  rebaptization  will  wa(h  away  all  the 
fiain  and  guilt  of  their  apoftacy,  as  foon  as  they  think  pro- 
per to  apply  to  it,  and  return  to  their  church  and  faith  ^, 
;  This  was  the  difmal  ftate  to  which  the  empire  was  re-  Bermudez 
duccd,  by  the  irrefiftible  forces  of  the  Adelian  king,  undery^»/  am- 
bisfucce^ful  Moorijb  g^ersiU  who,  like  an  impctMous  tor- ^^Jador  ta 
rent,  carriedtall  before  him,  when  the  unfortunate  emperor  ^^^""^  ^«^ 
bethought  himfelf  of  applying  afrefh  to  the  Portuguefe  for  P<>^'"g*i« 
aid.     The  perfon  he  made  choice  of  to  n^otiate  that  impor- 
tant affaif,  was   the  Portuguefe  phyfician,   John  Bermudez^ 
whom  Don  Roderiguez  de  Lima  had  left  behind  with  him.     In 
order  therefore  to  procure  him  and  himfelf  the  greater  credit 
at  the  courts  of  Rome  and  Lijhon,  where  he- was  to  appear  in 
diechara£l€r  of  hisambaflador,  he  caufed  him  to  be  inftalled  Confi-^ 
Abana  .o£  Ethiopia ;  for  as  he  was  known  to  be  a  ftanch  ca-  crated  pa- 
thdic,  it  could  not  but  give  an  evident  proof  of  that  monarch's  triarcb. 
affection  to  that  church,  ahdintereft  thofe  two  courts  in  his 
favour,  and  give  a  fuccefs  to  the  negotiation.     And  it  was 
probably  the  great  diftrefs  which  the  emperor  and  his- domi- 
nions w^re  in,  that  prevailed  upon  the  old  Ab.una,  who  was 
then  alive,  to  nominate  him  his  fuccefTor,  and   confecrate 
im  in  that  dignity,  rather  than  any  inclination  he  c^n  be  fup-  • 
pofed  to  have  had  to^jard?  the  church  of  Ronie. 

HpwEVER  that  may  be,  Bermudez^  to  make  the  greater 
difpatch,  crofled  over  the  Red  Sea  and  went  through  P^s^- 
/$^*«^,.as  nojt  only  thequickeft,  but  likewife  the  fafelt,  way 

•  Sec  before,  p.  i^j, 

to     - 


i$38.     to  ggt  to  Rome,  iftrhidi  be  tfid  not  howerar  reach  till  ^er 

Jrri'val    the  4^th  of  Pope  Ckment  YU^  op  whom  his  creientiafe)  tnA 

amdjuccefs  tfae  (emperor's  ktter,  wete  direOcd^    Bat  this  did  not  hlftdar 

«#  Rome   jjj  jjgjjjg  t^^xived  by  his  fooccflbr*  Ptflr/UI.  with  the  hd- 

nours  due  to  his  double  chanifter :  aad  we  miy  add,  that 

no  ambafly  from  that  emph-e  met  with  greater  and  mote  f{$e<dy 

fuccefs  than  this.    The  Pope  imknediatdy  ordered  1^9  buHs 

to  be  difpatched,  by  which  he  created  him  patriarch,  not  onl^ 

oiAbifftnid^  but  likewife  (^  ^i^xtf ni/riVi ;  and  with  tiiefe,  and 

a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  king  of  Portugal^  befet 

m/LIfv  fail  for  I^^,  where  he  met  with  the  feme  kind  recep^doa 

Ikiiu         and  difpatch. 

Bt  this  time  fo  many  complaints  had  been  made  againft 
/  hts  colleague  Zagaza  Jby  at  the  Abiffiman  tonrt,  thfiit  hit 

had  received  orders  from  the  emperor  to  arrefl  hitfi  and  dap 
him  in  irons,  for  his  pretended  iftegle6t  and  ill  conduft^  whidi 
was  accordingly  done  by  Bermudet ;  but  at  the  re^deft  «f 
the  king  of.  Portugal^  his  double  irons  werts  tak^  ofFfeffld^ 
days  after.  He  was  however  continued  in  his  impriicmfh^ti 
flripped  of  his  amba&dorial  dignity,  and  forced  to  refign 
himielf  up  wholly  to  his  cuftody,  in  order  to  be  bfG^ht. 
back  by  him  into  Ahifima^  and  give  there  an  accoirnt  cff  his 
ill  fttcce&y  or,  as  they  were  plSafed  to  ilHe  it,  his  lU  co*^ 
du£l,  durii^  his^  long  ftay  at  that  comt.  Tkk  tcm^ 
tranfa^on  Bermudez  ^mfetf  hath  not  fcrupled  to  give  u£i  at 
full  length,  in  the  very  beginning  d  his  hiAory ;  though- a 
judicious  and  impartial  reader,  will  diicover  much  inore  rf 
Romi/b  policy  in  it,  than  either  of  negleA  or  guUt  in  hid  tia- 
happy  prifoner. 

.  However  that  be,  John  III.  glad  of  futh  an  oppo^tmiity 

of  fending  fo  many  of  his  fabjefts  idto  Abtffiniay  cmfeitd 

biaot  to  be  fumtihed  with  450  muiketeers  froqi  Indki^  afiid 

charged  the  viceroy  of  Goa  to  rec^e  him  with  die  hofioar 

due  to  his  charajfter,  and  to  difpatch  1^  forces  above-ffieft* 

tioned  into  Abiffiniay  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  '^ 

Satis  for       BERMUDEZ  failed  away  accordingly  on  die  ntxt  jfm  for 

Goa.        Goa^  and  met  with  the  wi(hed-for  readinefs  in  the  gdvefiKtf, 

'539'     ^^n  Garcia  de  Noronha^  to  give  aU  poffible  difpaioh  to  the 

king's  orders ;  but  unfortunately  died  before  he  coold  folly 

complete  them.    He  was  fucceed^  by  Don  Stephand^G^oMf 

Tife  impt"  ^^^  quickly  finiihed  what  was  fKil  wanting,  and  cotjveyed 

rors  di'     the  whole  fuccour,  together  with  the  patriarch  Bermuda, 

firoQid     into  Abiffiniay  with  all  convenient  fpeed.    And  great  need 

ftatt.        there  was  of  fuch  difpatch,  for  daring  Benmukz'^^^ibXAtt 

^  BfriiiivpE.z,  k  aL  ub.  fap. 

the 
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theoskperoc'^  a&irs  had  gone  ftiU  from  bad'  to  worie ;  ii^- 
jbttcb,  ttsiat  he  had  boearedoced-  by  the  Moori/b  geaeral  to 
leek  for.  ihdter  among  fome  of  the  maccQjQSble  mountains ; 
from  which  he  had  been  agam  forced  to  retire,  to  the  top  of 
tbsxdlDamo  ;  where^  >vith  fome  few  of  his  braveft  men,  he 
€adeavoBred  to  defend  himfelf  for  ioQxe  time>  hardly  now  able 
tol)ear  the  name,  much  lefi  to  fupport  the  dignity,  of  a  mo- 
oarcb.  Bot  in  this  invindblefartrefs,  he  was  forced  to  yield  his 
aown  a^d  life  to  that  more  infallible  conqueror  death,  in  the  Mifin^U 
forty-fecood  year  of  his  age,  and  thirty-third  of  his  reign ;  deaih, 
t^  firft  tweaiy  of  which  had  bee&  as  happy  and  profperoos, 
as  the  thirteen  lafi  proved  diftrad^ed  and  unfortunate  S     This 

■  was  the  fad  catalbrophe  of  the  emperor  David,  or,  as  he  is 
%led  in  his  fuppofed  letters  dx}ve-mentioaed,  Soltan  Segued^ 

^  in  the  flower  of  his  age ;  but  quite  exhaufted  by  cares,  and 
the^^)£kafiefilI)gdi{b^efle$;  abandoned,  and  even  hatot  by     '$40* 
aoft  .of  his  fubjefts;  forrounded  by  a  viftorious  and  im-"^^^^' 
placable  enemy ;  confined  on  a  barren  and  inacceffible  rock,*^'^.     - 

:  with  a .  hanflful  of  men ;  his  empire  above  half  conquered,  "^**'''**' 
depopulated,  and  laid  wafte,  and  in  the  pofleilion  of  Mo* 
bamnudans,  the  moil  inveterate  enemies  of  Chriftianity ;  one 
of  his  foos,  named  JD/knas^  an  unhappy  prifoner  amongft 
them ;  befides  many  thoufands  of  his  other  fubjeAs,  who, 
to  lighten  the  weight  of  their  chains,  had  (bamefuliy  apofta- 

l  tizedfrom  their  reUgioa,  and  undergone  the  fcandalous  and 
.indelible  fligmaof  circumciiion ;  all  which  dreadfol  dlfaf- 
ttrs  he  could  not  but  be  deeply  fenfible  were  chiefly  owing  to 
hb  unhappy  and  indifcrete  propenfity  to,  and  zeal  for,  the 
church  01  Romcy  and  the  Pope's  fuprcmacy,  which  had  aU- 
eaated  the  hearts  of  his  beft  fubjeds  from  him,  and  rmdered 
the  -^holtAbiffinian  clergy,  his  moft  irreconcileable  enemies. 
No  wonder  then  if  fuch  a  load  of  complicated  misfortufies 
(CDlhed  him  thus  -immaturely  into  his  grave,  and  before  het 
could  receive  the  comfortable  news  of  the  fuccours  that  were 
hafteoing  to  him  from  Goa  ^. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  Ton  Claudios,  or  Cl^ituUus,  Succti^td 
then  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  under  the  regency  by  his  fm 
of  bis  xix^^iLt^ £ab€lo  Oatiguel  {^).    This  prince,  who  took  Claudios^ 

then 

«  Id.  ibid.  ^  Id.  ibid. 

•'   (T)  Stthan  Segued  left  four  ingly.    The  third  was  called 

fons;theeld6ft  of  whom,  named  JVf^»/7i,  and  had  been  taken  pri« 

ViSlor^  died  before  him.     Clau-  foner  by  Gratthe,  the  'Maorijh 

^'w  was  next  in  fucceflion,  and  general;  but  by  fome  means, 

mounted  the  throne  accord-^  whichwe  are  not <old,  had  re- 

2    •                                       •  gained 
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•rClau-  then  the  firname  xX  Afnaf  Seguedy  ^vas  a  prince  of  fmgcSmt 
^ias.  ivifdom  and  excellent  qualities,  even  by  the  confeiEon  of  the  - 
His  ^APff/- jefuit  miffionaries,  who  were  not  otherwlfe  greatly  affefted  to 
hnt  cba-  j^-j^^  ^^  yj^^  {j^all  foon  fee.  His  pcrfon  was  graceful,'  taH, 
raHer,  ^^^  majeftic ;  his  difpofition  truly  generous  ;  his  Icastaxxg 
greatly  exceeded  not  only  moft  of  his  predeceflbrs,  bet 
Mnd  learn-  even  that  of  his  whole  clergy.  He  was  perfeftly  acquainted 
ing,  with  the  antiquities  and  conftitutions  of  the  AbiJJittian  cjhurchs 

and  in  his  difputations,  often  nonplufled  thofe  learned  fathers^ 
and  with  great  zeal  and  warmth  repelled  the  calumnies  rf 
that  church,  particularly  with  relation  to  circumcifion,  re* 
baptization,     confeffion,    holy  communion  •,    ^c.      In  4 
word,  he  was  a  wife  and  evcellent  prince  ;  and  every  w!^*! 
worthy  not  only  of  the  empire,  butlikewife  of  a  longer  atd 
more  profperous  reign  than  he  enjoyed. 
fakes  a         UpoN  his  firft  acceffion  to  the  throne,  as  he  could  not  but  i 
different     have  obferved  how  fatal  his  father's  propenfity  to  the  chur^^ 
cQurfefromoiRomey  and  ill-timed  regard  for  the  rniffionaries,  had4>eAl 
bis  father,  to  him,  he  wifely  refolved  to  regain  the  alienated  hearts  « 
his  fubjedls,  by  a  quite  oppofite  conduct  to  his ;  andthou^ 
he  was  continually  intangled  in  wars   with   the  Mng   ^ 
Adffly  and  other^  neighbours,   and  chiefly  depended  upon  tilft 
fuccours  which  were  fending  to  him  from  Portugal^  withonl. 
which  he  might  plainly  fee  that  it  was  impoffible  for  Mm  iS 
fave  ^  his  empire  from  being  totally  over-run  by   them  ;  y«t 
did  not  this  deter  him  from  publicly  deckringhis  utt^^diOft^'  \ 
to  the  church  of  Rome ;  difowning  bis  father's  letters  ta  tbt 
Pope  and  king  of  Porfz/^^/,  his  confeffion  of  faith,  and  (iib- 
miffion  to  the  Pope ;  and  condemning  the  whole  asaforg©^ ' 
and  politic  contrivance  of  the  miffionaries,  in  ordcx  to  briMj 
the  Ahijfiman  church  and  empire  under  a  foreign  yoke.     Am 
though  he  did  not  deprive  thofe  fathers,  and  their  convert^i 
from  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  yet  he  took  care  fo  Xa 
Miffiona-    difcountenance  and  difcourage  their  real  for  making  new  con- 
ties  dip-     verts  amongft  his  fubjefts^  that  many  of  the  old  ones  taaAt 
cduraged,    no  fcruple  to  return  to  their  mother  church  ^ 
Raifesan       As  he  was  no  lefs  valiant  than  prudent,  his  next  care  was 
army.        to  levy  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  to  oppofc  thofe  of  the 

«  Tellez,  lib.  c.  27.  ^  Tellez,  Lobo,  Ludolpr, 

&  al.  ub.  fup. 

•  gained  his  liberty,  and  after^    nzmtLl^afcarm^  as  we  ihall  fe« 
,  wards   fuccecded  his   brother,    in  ihe  fequel  (9). 
After  him  came  the  fourth  ifon, 

{f ;  TtUtTt^  Ub. ii. c, a;,    Lnd^l^,  l^>e^^, «.  17,  eeftf^ 

king 
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khg  of  J^i  and  other  invading  Moors ;  and  iignalitcd  the 
begtnmnrof  his  reign,  by  the  total  overthrow  which  he  gave 
te  the^or  Jmiroztnan.    He  was,  however,  foon  after,  {6 
orerpo^ered  by  him,  that  he  wa^  forced  to  flee  into  the 
kiogdom  of  Xa<kiy  with  only  about  leventy  or  eighty  of  his 
men,*  and  to  fpend  thie  whole  winter  there  in  cxpelftation  off^aii&iti 
Ac  Portuguefe  fuccour^,  which  came  accordingly  foon  aftcr^/«^^C^* 
and  jnft  timb  enough  to  fave  the  empire  from  being  wholly 
fWaiiowed  up  by  the  Mohammedans^  by  the  very  jicxl  year*     1541. 
Xkm  Stej^hen  de  Cama^  then  governor  of  the  Indies^  having 
entered  the  Red  Sea;  at  the  head  of  a  confidcrable  fleet,.  ^ 
through  the  ftreights  of  Babel-mandel,  had,  by  this  time, 
done  Tome  great  fervices  to  the  emperor,  by  the  ravages  he 
iuul  committed  along  the  Jrabian  coafis,  and  fufficlently 
fcattered  thofe  infidds,  when  he  came  to  anchor  at  the  ifland 
if  Mazowa ;  from  which  he  fent  a  reinforcement  of  four  hun- ' 
died  men  to*  the  afliftance  of  the  AbtJJinian  emperor,  under 
%c  command  of  his  own  brother,  the  brave  Don  Chrijiophen  j)on  Chri- 
tfcGama.    Thefe  iiamediately  took  their  route  through  Ulofe  ilopher  de 
Andy  defdts  dnd  uncouth  mountains,  having  at  their  head  Gama*^ 
"Ac  new  patriarch  Bermudez,  who  had  been  appointed  chief  «'^**'^* 
irf  this  etpeditioti,  ind,  out  of  regard  to  the  governor,  Ste- 
'mde  tPatna^t  had  given  the  command  of  the  four  hundred 
CCS  to  his  brother  Chrijlbpher.     The  reader  may  eafdy 
jidge,  from  the  defcription  we  have  elfewhere  given  <rf  this 
Isgttntry  ^,  what  difficulties  they  muft  have  met  with  thrpugh 
filch  moantainous  pafles  and  defiles,  through  which  they  Difficulty 
Were  forced  to  march  With  their  tiiiweildy  equipage^  zxAoftbe 
Vpedally  with  their  artillery :  fdr  as  they  had  np  proper  car-.  r$ais* 
^"Agc  for  .that  pbrpofe,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  get 
fane  timber  td  make  them  there,  after  iht  European  man* 
W;  and  for  want  of  iron,  they  made  ufe  of  fuch  old  bat- 
icrrf  mnfkets  tk  they^had  With  them.     As  they  proceeded 
brther  into  the  country^  they  were  met  by  flioals  of  p^Ie^ . 
1*0  weltoQied  them,  as  their  delivcret-s  :  updn  Which,  Ber^ 
mdez  deputed  fome  of  them  to  give  notice  of  their  coming 
to  the  emprefs  Cabelo  Oanguel ;  who  made  all  the  difpatch 
ite  could  to  come  to'  meet  them.     Thi$ '^rincefs  had  been  Meiljth 
fcrced,  fdr  fome  time,  to  take  refiig^,  for  fafetv,  on  the  to^  emfre/f* 
bf  mdutil  ^anio  j  Which  is  of  fuch  difficult  accel?,  that  there 
18  no  othtr  way  to  get  up  to  it,  but  by  being  hciifled  up  in 
baflcets ;  but  Was  now  come  down  to  meet  than,  at  thfe  town 
^Dewarea. .   The  Portugue/e,  on  their  fide,  went  about  ^ 
bgoe  out  of  it  to  meet  her  oui^fty  in  battk  arrays  With 

«  Sef  bcfor^j:  p,94,&feq. 
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*  trampcts  founding,  and  colours  flying,  and  atieofjcd  with 
the  artillery.  '  At  thdr  head  was  the  patriarch 'jS^mzz/difz, 
whofeblemng'fhe  firft  aflced ;  after  which,  fhe  comjpjUmenfed 
Don  Chrijlofhcf^  and  the  reft  of  the  capt^ns»  and  was  cott- 
dufted  by  them  to  the  town  above-mentioned  ^. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  they  left  Dirmdroa,  aad  : 

'  marched  with  that  princefs  to  go  and  join  the  king  her  fflf||  J 

•who  was  then  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  empire,  and  poftedoa'j 

another  mountain  as  inacceffible  as  that  of  Damo ;  aad  in  thdc'  j 

*  - :        way  they  wdre  met  by  a  mefTei^ger,  who  w^  feat  by  Grank 

the  Moor,  to  inquire  who  they  were>  and  what  their  bufir  1 

Jn/iverio  ^^fg  ^,^5  j,^  ^hofe  parts  ?  Don  Chriflophcr  anfwered,  they  wcnj  ! 

Granhe  /  portugucfe ;  and  that  they  were  fent  by  their  king  to  reftore  j 

mejfcnger,  ^i^  ^^^i^^xox  Claudius  to  his  dominions,  which  .the. kiDg  tk  j 

'^del  had  urtjuftly  feized  upon.     After  which,,  he  fent..  the  j 

meflenger  back,   with  a  prefent  of  a  few  trinkets  for  hi^  | 

fnafter,  but  with  a  much  more  coii/Iderable  one' to  him'{UJb  j 

Granhe  ^\ii  no^  fail  to  refeut  the  aflront  and  anfwar  \  aif} 

•''    •' /*  though  he  was  then  advantageoully  pofted  oa-aa  eminenc^j 

•jet  \;ras  eafily  brought  down  to  attack  them,  as  he  bad  vi^ 

*  "'     hiiri  1000  horfe  and  5000  foot,  befides  fifty  Turkyh  mulke>«< 
tcers,  and  the  fame  number  ol"  archers.  Both  fides  Came  ibai^ 

within  reach  ©f  each  other,  whilft  tlae  emprefs,  at  thc-figJiJk 
6f  the  enemy;  Was  in  the  utmoft  confternation,  though 
Portiigtfcfi'h.^^  taken  care  to  place  her  and  her.wom^  in 
Centre,  and  well  furrounded  with  the  baggage.     The  Mocar'^ 
^  ^enei-al  appeared,    mounted  on  a  llately  horfe,,.  with  U( 
\-'*    .  ~ftandard  by  his*  fide;  but  yeas  quickly  difmounted,  by» 
Defeats      fho't  from  a  ^dr/i/g^r/^  gentkmaii,  which  killed  his.  jhorfe, 
him,'"   ^  wounded  him  in  the  thigh  ;  upon  which  he  was  carxljsd 
by  his   men".'    Don  Chrifioph^r  was  likewife  woimdedia 
Teg ;  "notwithftanding  which,  B^ttnudez  ordered  thp  eovpreiiij 
teat  to  be  reared  up  in  token- of  vjAory ;  \vhich  fadUhea,rtei 

il.  ibid.  /         ~  ^  ..  ,  ,  i'*.^ 

(U)    The   fornicr    of   thefe  fenger;  wepe,  two  gOJU 

Jrefentsconfilteddnly  of  afmall  lets,  a  rich  fura^ur«jtri 

Jooking-glafs;'   a     filveV     egg  with  gold,   a  piec«  of  B<m^ 

VJought  in  the  Pegtran  faihion,  gawfe,   and  a  T^rhjh  cajr9c| 

andva   pai*'  of  hair- pincers;-  and  veft  ;  all  which  the  cmprell^ 

iV^iiich  was  rathet  defigncd  as  had,  by  the  patriarch^s  advice* 

4^H  affromthan  a'  cOmprcment  ;<  fufnifhed  .h4i|i  wkk  for  that, 

^whiiii  thoi^  h^.g^4ye  t^  ttieme£-t  ^  purpofe  (i^)«  >  ^ 

.  '    -•  the 
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Wik  xOA^ pcOf.  .  Soon  aft^ "WrhitH;  came  a  renegaJcand ' "  T,.-^ 
ftft  OftofiD". WAe  Bahf-t^^hjb;  •  to  cftrnpUinent  flie  Pam,  '  ', . .  .t 
pK/i  OD  ^xKda'.itilppf  efcape;  cmfionea  by  the  wound  «iven 
»i«i«inltej.:%t»d,  6tit  for  thatr^opld  have  cut  them  ^  t©  -  '  ''  * 
j^im'  sAtaw-aS^-thdr  lhflp-<amp\vas  id  great  want  of 'oco*  '"'  ""-' 
itSaof  it'.btfeg'&ow'thetimeof.leirt,  hepromlTea  to  IttW'i^^^ 
itofcalBflfeieBt  fupply  of  fhanfe'aVcrjr  few,  day*;  whicS /9-,fS-^ 

«hole;^a*k<ityi-vrMchM?f-right  belo'nged  to  the  JbigaiaH 
tftpelt*,  *epi^mi(Wf(rtrt!Ke-ftjrare  td  pay  the  tribute  of  it 
«».hiB>y.'ia»ttd  rf  the  king,  df  Ate'/,  Who  had  forced. biia  h 
fayit  to  hihh»i  •  '     '  ••       -'  •  

•»s<nied!'-«f  Ms  wounjd,    r<!c'eiyed  a  frefh  meflage  fro*  ^WW 
JpArtAir,  with  a  promife rhkt htVcfttWXoon  pay^im.afeco9d/'-<»« 
Wt;  wftfeh-  fte  accbrdmgJy  did^  But'  with  a  more  nume.  ^"o''« 
mt^i^J»Mi'gf  horfe  gfid  footi'  than  before,  [  V/lxh  threw 
ta^m^araiAf-lier  laffiis  %fo  ,a  frdh  conHpFnAtlon,'  'Poa 
i^^m^ ■««Wo)faerihg  1i^',t'r<iops'fo  the  6eft  advflJBta£>e'  tt>  ^t 

4i8(!«!r«eWi»1^tl!evefy  tii^^i  Bibtijing,  <vhen  the  frJghtcSrem-'' '"    ' « 
"  r&.^ifertiiadrif  fttch a-,di'eadfin  account  of  tie  enamV"'  " 

ii4nitt^«fli#'t*Mhim:frpm|hf(ihgtor€e  thei<p&ot-  fo     •'      ^ 
Bt*e..fi*iid'^d«fic9lty  to  perfua'tfehim  to  9ca>mpanThar  .'•' 

t*er;«^.'  They '^et€;  'however,  recalled  M  X^aUff-    ' '      " 
"^.•itotWmbOt'fome-^verd  repmaches. '  Ii^'jcuediatdy- 
*^»^J'Mef.i:«y -hhtt  tpbpftowhis  bleiBngaboflhiffl 
MA-«ftl*4u«jy,  togethfcr  with .  a  gen'c^  abeudon;  Z 
M-Pmiittiff  cARotA  :Vifaa  tm  bccafionsj  wKct^^'the 
'ffeiSrth-ifi^biify'grtint*?!;  httt  fyperadded  i  plttunr  indul- 
^^^46-md,-  fnffahatio-iUt'hdmmimQ  he  m'scedseA 
fom  the  i«ope.    On  the  next  ndating  hj  breifc-of  'daf  both  cft,^,  ^/« 
Srmies  engaged ;  but  that  of.  the  ^mrs  was  fo  terribly  an-  another tk- 
joyed,  not  only  by  the  Porftlguefe  artillery,  fmall  arms,/**/. 
-■|ttd.-«Fci»4H!B»:*Bd  otkep  /gre-,-««  chiefJy  %  *e'  <juaotity 
i«  jBSPpWvdn-v'^WiiWbioh.  theyJiad  fb-ewfed  all  that^oiind, 
;<«*-fctixi.-  Bn  M  -bA  as  ihery  adVanoed,  that  the  T'urkijb  in- 
fcaT>*«*  W"*etke>«thaU-fhe  fpded  theycoWld,  wliilff 
ff  »»»y^''^'Hiit^  •  W*!  i^TfteJ  aj  fome  diftance, .  feeing  the 
TOnWt  '^cfi't^  nMi'iJe  of  them,  flood  motionleft,  xm  dar*- 
•Ito  tot%«r  on^  ft-^p  forWdrd  to  aliift  them.  :  The  whole 
.«W/i/J  afiriy  jTooa  betook  diemf?lves  to  a  hofty  ffi^^  leaving 
ta  Aeir  ampjabttndapfiB  of  jfroylikwi'and  rich  piender.     Prc- 
■  fentlyaftor  which,. gntet.inirolms  «f  Abiffinians,  who  ioA 

'   ^  «  Ribid: 

J*  a  gone 


i28  ne  Mikzq  Jiijcry  of    '       B.XVi: 

Ki/eajfgj  a  gone  6irtt  to  the  ^40/'i»,  came -back,   fome  oi^  horfeback* 
greatnum*  others  on  fobf,'  and  joined  the  Portuguefey  to  the:great  jof 
pirt/caf'of  the  defpondiog  emprers,  who  ordcaredijtbom  ^  be  re* 
^V'-        baptized,  probably  on  account  of  their  apofta^  ^W)- 
Granhe        '^"^  P^'^^  defertioji  of  iKatiWfcor(/!&  army,  obliged  Grank 
applies  to  *®  ^PP^T  ^^  ^'^^  Turkifb  bajthaw,.  who  refided  ia.  that  neigh* 
the  Turks ^w$oo^>  for  frefli  aflill^nce,  without  wKich,..be.tcid..lui!i, 
Jof^/uc'     it  would  be  ImpofQble  for  hi^i  to  preferve  th^at  rich  proviocf 
c9Mr^        to  tke  Soitiin  His  mailer,  in  whofe  name  he  had  siade/himfdf 
mafterdf  it,  and  to  whob.heieiit,  in  token  of  .hi$  fideliqr* 
100,000  diigues,.  or  puncres,  of  gold,  20,000  of  wljich.w« 
to  be  foi;  the  balha w.  Don  Chri/lopher^  being  appffifed  of  tlMI 
toegoti^tibit,^  Was  obliged  to  fecure  himfelf  and  his  anny/09 
the  top  of  a  craggy  high  rock,  ismd  to  cut  a  way  yp  to  it  mto 
•^ .  '      '    the"rock>.  by  the  affiftance'  oF  his  Jbijfinian  troop$ ;  which 
was  neverthelefs  fo  ftreight,  that,  they  were  forced  to  carry 
their  cannoli  upon  their  ihoulders.     Not  thinking  himfw , 
fecure  enough  there,  he  refolvedio  remove  to  afiucb  higlbcr ; 
rock;  inhabited  by  Jews^  but  in .  the  pofleffipa  of;  the  Mwrt^ 
-and  guarded  by  a  captain,  and.  a  ggrrifpn  of  1 59.  horfc.    He  < 
Don  Chri-'"foon  reached  the  place  ty  the  help  of.  his  Jbijinian- .g^f&t  | 
ftopher     arid  attacked  the  captain  with  fuch  haile  and  bravery,  that  i 
gains  an    Jie  kitted  fi!tt J  of  his  men,  took -thirty  of  their  .h^fes,  and,| 
ad'vanta-  %^j  the  affi'ftance  of  the  yjev^^  ipiiabitants,  cafijyjpiit  the  ^j 
geousfoft.  .^  flfght^  purfued,  and  killed  .JTeyeral  of  the  fugitxfeSy.ailt! 
amdnjgft  them  the  captain';^  and  got  a  confiderable  plundavi 
'^and  a  gobd  number  of  their  WLves.;  j particularly'  that  of  tjicl 
*commahdcr,  a  woman  of  fuch.  peaiity,  that  bpn  €hr%fi(^U^\ 
'        beciipe  ;etiamoi3red  of  her,"  and  referved  Jier  for  .himfelj^ 
hndgrew  fo  jealous  of  he^).  tt;^  h^  cafluere^.  rwotlitave  cap 
tairis,  fortip  other  fault,  ^tKan.^bdkmg,  as^hefhofig^t^  ufoo 
her'i:c??b^lo6  .amorous  an  $seS  .^  \ 

-^.  ^.  ^*:  •   •  ••  ' : -k  fdiibia.       .  J  ^  .■::  . 

V  (^)..  W^  -have  clfewhtrq  *«^  Mc^efMently  df  fte  cff- 
'{po^e  6f.  this ;  ceremony  of  i!er  peror,  and  bro«ight^'idm  t 
'baptizing  apoilates  (ii);  and    yefMly  revenue  of  joooodHcei 

it  ia  very  likely  thatthefe  had V  of  gdd..   Thii  rich  fpot,  "tit 

turned  Mohammedans  whilft  ihey,  are . told  (12),  is/CaUcd  thf  fl** 
^^cfe  under  their  government :  yvi^t^  of  Nazareti  ;  and  had 
'for  GrAff^f  had  feized  this  who^e    been  yielded  by  a  former  m(N 

province  for tbt Grand  Signiir,  narch,  named  uJhedfvs,  to  the 
«not  only  on  account  of  its  fer-    patriarch,  by  way  of  reparatioa 

tiltty,    bat  much  more  likely    for  fome  tnjuiy  he  had  done  Ife 

becaufe  it  belonged  to  the  Abof-    him  (tz). 

(11)  Setbefure,  p,  187.  {jz)  Btrmud.  relaf,  uk.fap.tb.^ 

Whilst 


C.  4*  she  Emfir4Lcf  AhiOx&tu    ^        _  '2V9 

Whilst  this  pafled  on  tW  Jnvi/b  mountain,  Cranhe  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  600  Turks y  which  the  bafliaw  had  fent 
him,  aad  made  their  way  up  towards  that  where  the  emprefs 
and  &e  reft  <rf  the  Portuguefe  were  pbrtcd ;  which  ob%fi4 
them  to  fend  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  for  Don  Chfiftopher  ;* 
tod  upon  his  return,  propofed  to  him,  to  fur  prize  and  at- 
tack the  enemy  in  the  night  on  both  fides,  as*  the  fureft  way 
to  defeat  them:  but  our  proud  Portuguefe  fcornfully  re-p^^i^  ,. 
jefted  the  propofal  as  cowardly  and  di&onourable,  2iViA,  tt-reje^s  to] 
^  folved  to  %ht  them  in  the  broad  day;  to  which  they  werey«r/rk/' 
obliged  to  agree,  though  much  againft  their  will'.     Accord-  tbeMoon' 
ii^gly,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  he  prejparcd  himfelf  to  give 
dicm  the  attack;  but  one  of  his  horles  breaking  loofe,  aod. 
running  towards  the  Moorijb  camp,  a  fcufflle  immediately 
b^an  between  the  two  armies,  which,  unhappily,  brought         '.     , 
on  the  onfet,  before  they  could  put  themfelves  in  order. 
The  fight  was  obftinately  fuftained  on  both  fides  ;  a  con-         .    ^    ,, 
fideraWe  number  of  Moors  and  Turks  were  flain ;  and  on  the 
hrtugue/e  lide,  feveral  brave  cavaliers ;  particularly  Don  Se- 
bqftian  his  ftand^rd -bearer,  who  maintained  his  poft  till  he 
vas  quite  fpent  with  wearinefe  and  wounds,  and  was  flam  u-^  fiand- 
by  the  furrounding  Moon.     Don  Chriftopher  likewifc  received  ^j^^^^^^ 
agrievous  wound  in  his  arm,  yet  continued  fighting,  tilly^v,'  and 
^odoned  by  moft  of  his  men,  he  was  forced  to  rejire,  with  he  <wound^ 
Ac  few  that  flood  with  him,  to  a  ndghbonring  cmlj^ence ;  id. 
tipon  which  the  patriarch  immediately  advifed  the  emprefe 
to  withdraw  with  him  thither ;  whilft  ihe,    unwilling  to 
Jeave  the  reft  of  her  women  behind,  abfolutely  refufed  to 
y,  till  he  forced  her,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  reft,  be- 
^iorehim. 

Among  thofe  that  ftaid  behind  for  want  of  horfes,  was^/^^ 
the  emprefs's  nurfe,  a  virtuous  and  brave  woman,  with  two  hior^f  hsr- 
tpt  her  daughters,  and  fome  other  women  of  her  retinue  ;y^^W 
aad  who,  to  avoid  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  mercilefsyfe/////^  up. 
MoorSy  fet  fire  to  a  fmall  barrel  of  ppwder,  which  flie  found 
k  the  tent,  and  put  an  end  to  all  their  lives  and  fears  K 
Her  example  was  followed  by  about  fifty  or  fixty  foldiers, 
whojdifabled  by  their  wounds  from  providing  for  their  fafety,   • 
kdrecourfeto  the  fame  viplent  remedy,  and  killed  them-  ^ 
(elves  on  the  fppt  (X). '  The  euj^preji,  who  had  gained  a 

place 

?.  Bbrmud.  ub.  fup.  ,♦• 

(X)  FktherTel/ez,  wJio.haA  *  a^ionin  fajr^ut^  ofDen.£S^^i7. . 
greatly  embelllfli6d  this  whole    fhr^  and  the  rdk  of  his  brave 
P  3  '*  Portuguefi^^ 


place  of  fiifcty  by  hex  flightr**  was  glad  to  foe  the  faMrk^ch 

make  towards  her  with  her  yp.ung  daughter  byiiod  hjpH 

whom  ftic  fuppcjied  to  l^v€  boea  left  behiad^d-  Uof^a  nf 

with  her  purfc;  but  was  no  le&aosdoiis  abootDariT^r^«* 

/fer,  whom  (he  fuppofed  to  be  citbcc  fljua  or  taken  prifoner  j^ 

He  appeared  at  length  with  hiis  arm,  \n  «a  fling,  and  full  of 

pain,  but  lefs  fenfible  of  hi^'^ftuad,  than  ofiiis  raftinefs  and 

ihameful  defeat ;  the  lofs  of  fo  insmy  bm«e  men,,  and  efp6^ 

pon  Chii'^^^^^y  ^f  his  flandard,  droiw  him  into  t  kgid  of  defpaa-^*. 

llophcr /« which  nothing  could  affuagc     It^iras  withgr^?*  dlificnlty  ij 

If^eatJt'    that  the  patriarch  prevailed  upon  him  to  moi^t^  abd  ac-* 

^air;    '   company  him  and  the  emprefs,  with  the  difmal  refidue  of 

their  forces,  to  fome  place  of  fafcty.    in  their  l^ght  they 

were  obliged  to  ford  through  two  deep  rivers;  ^nd  when 

they  game  to  a  third,  over  which  was  a  iraw*bridge,  hci  . 

re/K/es  to  ftiffly  refufed  tQ  go  farther,  protefting  that  he  would  moot; 

/o/I<mAj  the  himfelf  if  they  oifcred  to  fojce  him  to  \t.     The  patriarch  wa^ 

^mfre/s.     obliged  to  comply  with  him,.thpggh  with  gre^^egret ;  and,- 

at  his  requeft,  having  heard  h^  confbffion,  and  ^  given  hin^; 

.  Pertugueftf    faya,    that     thefc  eyewitnefs  of  ^e  greateft  part 

pounded  mcn^  whom  he  only  of'  them  ;  particularly   that  of' 

makes  to  amount  to  forty,  wcrjB  his  martyrdom;  when,  on  tte* 

barbaroufly  tnaiiacred   b.y  the  place  where  bis  head  fell,  theni  ^ 

Moors,     He    lilcewife    fwelled  fprang  up  a  miraculous  foun^ 

his  account  with  feveral  gal-  tain,  whofe  waters  cured  all|> 

lant  exploits  performed  by  that  even  th^  moft  incurable  difcafes, 

geilefal  and  his  brave  officers, '  and  retained  their  virtue  a  coa-  ^ 

of  which  the  patriarch  Vermu-  ilderable  time  (13).  . 

//^  takes  no  notice  at  all,  tho'         We  have,  therefore,  chofcn'^ 

be  wasaneye-witnefsof  all  that  to  follow  the  plain  and  artlefs  * 

pafled,  and  was  liimfelf  a  chief  account  of  the  good  patriarch    , 

aftor  in  every  oth^r  part  but  that  Bermudez.^    than    whoin   none  J 

bffighting.  could  be  better  acquainted  with -(l^ 

Father  Loho  hath  flill  farther  every  tranfaftion  ;  nor  from  the  -;  | 

.  illuftrated  ^he  relation  of  his  unatfeded  fimplicity  of  his  re-  j 

,  victories,  laft  overthrow,    and  ktion,  can  challenge  a 'greater  '.| 

heroic  death  J  with  many  rhe-  credit  and  regard,wnere  ever  he  ^; 

to)rical  flowers,   and  new  cir-  aflerts  any  thing  from  his  own  -, 

cupiftances,  which  raife  him  to  knowlege ;  though  in  other  re-    \ 

the  higheft  degree  of  a  hero,  fpe^s^  be  is  julHy  blamed  io^  V 
with  regard  tq  the  firftj  and  of  -  bis  too  great  crfidulky,  even  by  ' 

'    a  martyr  of  the  firft  magnitude,  thofe,   whp  with  equal  iufticc  ' 

with  rcfpefl  to  the  latter ;  and  comraeod   him  for  hishoneft 

all  ^this,  on  the  bare  authority  fimplicity  (i^). 
of  an  old  4i{^ff/tf«9  a  pretended 

(tj)  Uhe^  sf:ie(kfsmk  rtUt.  A$  VAh^n.  p.  91 ,'  ^  fef,  Ber^l  f^^t  . 
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bm  balm  to  A-efs  his  \vonnds,  took  a  forrowful  lea^^e  of 
ii%  affd  the  few  attendants  that  ftaid  with  him:  thefe 
wre  fis  iralet  de  chambre,  his  fecrctary,  and  three  inferior 
hrtaguifc,  '  The  emprefe,  being  told  of  Don  Chrijiopber't 
Jtoinge'l-efolbtidD,  coirid  hardly  be  prevailed  upon  togofar- 
dwr/titt'they  heard  the  noife  of  fome  Moorifb  troops  at  a 
dKaocev  which  obliged  her  to  make  fill* the  hafte  (he  conid 
orer  the  *bii(toei  and  to  \Jraw  it  up  as  foori  as  the  reft  were 
gdi  ofver,.  lit  "brdidtr  to  get  out  of  the  r«ach  of  the  enemy,  from 
wliofe  handi'  they  now  began  to  fear  it  was  impoffible  for 
Dob  dfrifio^jer  to  efdape.  ' 

•  BE^MUDEZ  and  the  emprefs  continued  their  flight  ^-^^^^''V- 
Aoo^^  nniotrttains,  wild  defarts,  and  dangerous  paffes,  for  ^''^^  ^*^ 
imdiyfsl  a^nd  got  at  length  oter  a  large  river,  where  they  ^^P'yfi 
%tt  to'thhife  tfcmfelves  out  of  all  danger,  and  where  ^^^^  ^y 
p^tmor  of  the  country  fupplied  them  with  plenty  of  provi-  ^         * 
Ate,  "which  were  the  more  welcome  to  them,  as  they  had 
ieen^ forced  to  feed  upon  tamarinds,  and  other  fruits,  a 
great  part  of  the  way.     Here  the  patriarch  reviewed  his  re- 
maining forces,  amounting  now  fcarcely  to  300  ;  and  as  he 
^ired  of  ^ver  feeing  Don  Chrifiopher  any  more,  he  nomi- 
^^mA  Don  Aiphon/o  dc'Caldeyra^  a  prudent  and  warlike  com- 
mtader,  to  fucceed  him.     Soon  after  this  arrived  John  Con- 
2tffrf  and  Denis  Alvarez^  whom  they  had  left  with  Don  ChrU 
Jitter,  who  gav6  the  following  account  of  him  to  the  em- 
|)rai : 

'  That  a  woman,  purfued  by  {omeMoorSf  being  entered ^^»^hri- 
fcio  the  cavern  where  he  lay  concealed,  they  had  followed  her  ^°P^^f 
Blither;  and,  as  foon  as  they  had  fpicd  him,  aflced  who  he'^^^''.'"^ 
tas;  to  whom  he  made  himfelf  known,  with  fuch  readinefs,  ^^"^^^ 
that  thef  could  fcarcely  believe  him,  till  an  eunuch,  who 
faew  him  perfeftly  well,  aflured  them,  that  he  was  indeed 
^mChriftopher  de  Gama  ;  upon  which,  they  gladly, conveyed 
^Hm  to  Granhe^  who  was  no  lefs  overjoyed  to  have  him  in 
^&  jx)wer ;  and,  aft^r  feveral  previous  queflions,  afTured  him, 
fcl,  if  he. would  turn  Molmmm^dan^  and  abandon  the  Ahif- 
Jiw^^mperpr,  he  would  load  him  with  honours  and  favours. 
To  tfeis  iie  ftnfWer^,  Vith'-a- fmxie,  that,  bdng  a  fervant  of 
JffiisClmftj  he  fcorned  to  exchange  his  religion  for  that  of 
|*ticBpotteP ;  ■'t^^hteh  fo  exAfperated  him,  that  he  ordered  Jiim 
fcbebaffcfed;  and  the  hair  of  his  beard  to  be  pulled  oS^  ^nfulted  hy 
feng  cpoied  ajgaln,  he  tried  once  more  *  to  periuade  him,  Granhe. 
ij  the  largeft  promiifes,  to  order  his  Portuguefe  troops  to 
teve  JhifHiia^  ini.  retire;  which  he  immediately  fet  about : 
*ut  obfervisg  th^i  eunuch,  lately  mentioned,  to  be  fet  at  his 
#<>w,  Uije^er-  IP -watch  ci^ry  ih-pke  qf  his  |>en,-  he  found 
:    r  P  4  .bim* 
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Hii  t$n^    ^im&lf  obliged  to  vriite  what  GraxAe  dilated  to  him,  inftead 
9aMcy  Wof  what  he  himfdf  Intended  to  have  done.    However,  tt> 
tollty.       prevent  any  mifapprehenfion  of  his  true  metmng,  he  took  ' 
care  to  cro&  his  name  with  tWo  Arokes^  like  two  tborosi  to 
intimate  to  his  men  to  be  very  candous  in  i^rimt  they  did. ' 
This  letter,  which  wa$  fqrthvrith  dUpatdied  to  them  by  x^ 
'  Moors ^  greatly  akrm^  th^  emptf  & ;  whp  taking  it  in  tbe 
fenfe  it  was  wrote  in,  fpiild  not  forbear  hr«»Hing  cot  into  bit* 
f er  complaints  againft  the  writer,  in  whom  fhe  bad  |^aced  lier 
whole  confidence ;  fo  that  (he  was  not  left  dd^bted  athii 
artifice,  when  the  meaning  of  the  cr<^s  thorns  was  explainel 
•     to  her.  The  new  general  Jlfonjb  deCadeyra  having  undertakea 
f  o  anfwer  the  letter  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  with  the  fsm| 
precaution  fent  him  word,  that  he  might  applaud  faimfelf  li 
xhtfyf-^oxxroiGranhey  but  that,  as  for  faimfelf  andhismeOi^ 
they  neither  wanted  nor  fought  it ;  being  all  refohred  to  ocxst 
plete,  like  true  Chri^ians,  the  work  for  which  the  king  their  ^ 
mafter  had  fent  them  thither ;  which  was  to  deftroy  Granke% 
and  deliver  the  empire  from  his  tyrani^y. 
Outnjoiti     '  This  anfwer  was  no  foQner  delivered  into  Don  Chrift^*  ^ 
^^  Moor- ^A^r*s  hands,  than  he  carried  it  ic^Granhe',  who,  not  fiA 
^(h  gcttt'    peAing  the  artifice,  made  him  no  reproaches  about  it,  but  \ 
^^:  only  afted  him  how  he  -came  to  be  fo  foon  healed  of  his  j 

wounds :  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  it  was  by  means  of  aft  i 
extraordinary  comppfition  which  he  bad  about  him,  wbidij 
never  failed  of  making  a  {peedy  cure.  Here  Granhe  deitred  | 
him  to  make  th^*^  fame  ufe  of  it  on  his  captain-general.  Uk  I 
,"»  adds,  that  he  was  his  uncle,  who  had  -been  grievonflj[| 
wounded  in  a  late  encounter  (Y) ;  inftead  of  Which,  h^  drefled  j 

Ml  I 
^  Relation  de  TAbiiCQ.  ap.  Lb  Gr^^nd,  p.  93. 
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^   (Y)  This  was.  according  to  wbichaccoant,hehad,itfefi]»r  | 

the  fame  aathor,  in  defending  a  endeavoured  fmce  to  di^asdc|  i 

(iron^  important  pafs,  which  he  his  nephew  froin  artact^in^  theni  | 

had  mtrufted  him  with,   and  afre(h  ;  but  he,  flulhed  with  his 

from  which,  in  ipitc  of  his  va-  former  vidldries,    def|>ired  his 

lour  and  ftout  oppoiition,  they  advice ;  alleging  to  him,  that 

had  forced  him  by  their  cQnti-  mountains  never  fl«tich.  It  hap- 

^oal  lire.    He  adds,  by  way  ^f  pened  foon  after,  that  the  (u4 

embellifhment,  that  Granhe ^  tho*  general  caaght  his  ne^iew  iy 

his  nephew,  could  not  forbear  ing  from  the  enemy,  luida^ 

treating  him  with  opprobrious  him,  '*  whether  mountaii]^  fled  ^ 

language  at  his  return :  to  which  To  which  he  replied,"  iio}  but 

the  old  general  could  only  an-  *«  neither  run  they  into  the  fires 

fwer,  that  the  Fortugutft  were  *'  for  there  is  a  dei^  of  that  in 

not  men,  but  devils,  who  fpit  ''  the  place  whence  I  come.** 

fire  out  of  their  s^ontbs.  Upon  Which  anfwer  is  iince  become  t 
'  Idsa 
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jur  wooadnrfth  (ttch  corrofives  as  killed  iiim  in  leTs  than  dim 
days;  aad,  beifig  ta3Ced  with  it,  anfwcfed,  thaf  hecame  to 
idltioj,  not  to  cnrcy  the  enemies  of  Chiift.    This  bold  aii-  Ari  f»«rr 
hnx  to  esafperated  the  Jttoori/b  geiMrai,  thit  he  canred  Jifan/^'^^* 
«» be  fevevdy  cndgeUed,  and  cred  threatieiied  him  -with  Iv^"^^* 
nediste  death ;  to.^hom  Don  Chriftcpher  cabnly  anfwered,, 
Tm  C0n  only  kill  my  Mf^  but  myfiul  is  Chrj/I^s,  tvho  nvHl  m 
€am  it  into  etenuUiifeJ   Upon  vrhidi,  he  orda^ed  hiii\  to  bb  Occ^tm 
inmediatdy  conveybd.  to  me  place  whm  the  other  wounded^  Mrti(. 
fivit^iefis  had  b^en  niUBicx^  imd  to  be  there  beheaded*. 
fdkz  'and  lafo  %» tiiat  Gtmhe  fell  into  fttdi  a  rage  at  his  an- 
imxy  that  he  jfamck  off  his  head  tidth  his  eiwn  hand  ^  How- 

.  cMrthat  be^  Benmtdez  ooofiims  die  legend  of  the  niracu*' 

'  loos  feontalD,  and  of  the*  gi^stt  cares  it  performed }.  and  ad& 
imsd  other  particulars  mlating  to  this  martyr,  which  we 

'  ibil  not  tronhie  oar  rcoikrs  with ;  except  that  his  head  was  Ks  head 
6sx  to  the  balhaw  of  Kairo^  <me  of  his  quarters  to  the  ^o^MutUwAi 
linoe  of  Judah^  another  to  that  of  ^1^/,  and  one  of  his  legsA'^^V- 

^io  Zdid,  the  Turki/bhtStucw,  who  had  lent  him  the  rein- 
faceoieat  we  lately  mentioned :  all  which  plainly  (hew  how 
Aach  he  vafaxed  himfelf  upoa  the  admnuge  he  had  gained 
wcr  4  fewPortugue/e  troops.     Tellez  '  adds,  that  the  bafhatir 
ZebU,  and  his  Turks,  feverely  threatened  him  for  having  pre- 
famed  to  pnt  him  to  death,  inftead  of  having  lent  him  to 
(kiifiantinople^  as  they  defigned  to  have  done ;  which  was  the  ' 
wSaa  of  his  fending  his  .head  to  Kair9^  in  order  to  be  thence 
ooaveyed  to  the  Porte.    Four  hundred  of  the  6co  Tvrh] 
whom  2Mid  had  feat  him,  were  ordered  back,  and  o^ly  206 
Add  with  him,  to  fecnre  the  tribnte  he  hiid  engaged  to  pay 
to  the  Grand  Signor.    Thefe  laft  particulars  were  brought  to 
the  new  fler/iifM^  general,  we  are  told,  by  one  of  their  men, 
who  had  been  taken  by  the  Turks^  but  had  fmce  made  his 
cfeape  ^.     As  for  the  remains  of  Don  Chrificpher's  body,  Bjleemim 
Aicy^e  left,  we  are  told,  by  the  patiiarch  on  the  {^tmracukus 
llbai  he  had  been  executed ;  whence  fome  AhiJJine  monks  martyr. 
steward^  conveyed  them  to  thdr  convent,  where  they  were 

^  ntferved  ^ith  gijsat  veneration,  and  as  the  relicks  of  a  faint 

".  Ubo,  U  al.  ttbi  fop.  \  Ubi  fup.  f  lid.  ibid. 

tUMfap. 

kbd  of   proverb  among  the  moiAy  cry  Q}if.,TJ^  mountains  ih 

^^fius^  who,  when  they  want  net  rum  in(o  tbi  firt ;  md  tbtrt 

^  txprefs   the  difficulq^  and  isadtalo/ititf  tbift  [i^). 
Sanger  of' an  ^t^prize,  com- 

(15)  lti9,  wbifuf.  fi  91,  ^//f. 

^nd 


/        ^aod/onriyr,  oo  accoimi  of  the  ^i|»er99fivi4  fir^inmejr  dic^ 
^lUVetainedj  >.and  t}^  many  zaimiicB  ^Imtyifai^  yirrought  iqr 

,^,./,  ,;*;.  .thcip%     •.    ^      ;  .    •  i      .       .  .-.  "...    .  ..«    .   ^ 

Sit^^if^  J  •  Jkjs  ^a>'ti^;«n4.pf  the  &m49d'PwTC/MB^&#pr.^i^«M; 

/orMifys' jm^f'  in. all apgear^iic^ ,tbft  Wh<94 iw.cHofe to ^wptioff  Ae 
rafineft.    Hgiaoi^hl^  pffifuH^pdoo,.  ap4  Ui-^fmd-re&fei^  of-  s^lfidkuijf-; 
>i  iuperior  enemy, iQ  t^eaigM  ;l  by^vfirbkJi  he  not  only  iofi^ 
t^  ^    r  :(moppottuvS^^,,Q£{c}^ji4g  ijbeoy  all  ^  jpieces,  nad,  'm  jtt 

iSariag^  JP  fighiifbtb^  .4Wghl»  tl»i  they  dac«L!i»t  eito^lHi  dtt 
p|:  their  tet^tfi ;:^feat 4«Ql^S«o^i.iiie.Jp&jof .  a:groar«mnI?cr?tfi 
lusw^j^^d  tlKie¥^'^.f^ft'€f .tb^  Jte^^¥€it'  a«  theem|»rfM 

,wjiifh  -wc  fav  ihem;-  j^eiiher  i^  It  itteiy,  that  both  fl4^ 

<i ,  :*     t  the  ipatn^rchi.  9pd  bij»  .own  comiBlaAdeiVyf*  ki*  tike:  cootfiiiioftl 

-.  ^  .   .. ,  they  were  then  ii\,  covdd  forbev  «phrtidt«g  him  with:  ifc*j 

-.  .  ;. »  ;.  tlic  ftrongeft  terms.    Ani  this.w^,  qacfttonfcfei  il»inori?e^ 

tb&l^jhiduced  huo,.  agalpft  .%U  their  united  effortB  anil  perfua^^ 

.{Ions  to  the.cotptr^ryj  ta  (lay  behind,  and  throw  himfetf  iato 

the  eDC|Qy*s  h^nds,  ia.  order  to  retrieve  his  charaOtr^hy  ai^ 

gjoriousand  refohitepiartyrdom.     ..  •" 

TBeem-     .*»ByT  At  is  tuae.now  to  retura  lo.hi^  little  flyfa^  army/ 

ffefire-    >vhom  we  left  iijaplace  of  plenty  and  fafety,  vrhcre  thejii 

infrrcedJ  Were  fqon  after,  tQ  their  in«jjreflibie  joy,  joined  by  a  rem*' 

forcement  of  i50.borfc.  and  lOQO  foot^  with  jifnuuhe  ii 

poura,  and  JJhtacie  de  Cuidini^  at  their  bead.     Thefe  wwe^ ' 

^.feems,  fulije^s  of  the  young  emperor  Cldjudim^  and  weie 

p^efently  introduced  to  th©«emprefs,  la  whom  they  gave  the' 

Jbine  account  of  ^m  Chr'^^her\  d^th,  ¥rhich  Qoc  iiad  rei^ 

C9ived.;before  J   adding,  that  they  had  fled  from  GrrnVt' 

..        camp  immediately  after  .his  late  vi^lorf ,  >whilft  he,  dacy  toM 

^.  ..,      ,  ii^STj:  JTnfli^ed  with  his  fueccfs,  was  adv^idng^  by  krge  fo 

towards*  the  l^ke  Dem^ea^  with  a  foil  defign  to  attack  the  i 

. »        ypungi  emperor,  who  was  then  incamped  with  his  amKy  in  tfce 

njsighbourhood  of  it.     The  empre&  gaare.them;  a  gradsQS 

^hey  all  ^f^^^^^  5  ^^o^  after  wbicb»  they  all  marched  together  to- 

marib  to   wards  the  frontiers  of  the  Jeivijh  mountain,  where  3ieir  chief 

/i&^jewi{h]||et,:tli^  with*afreflifuppLy'of  proviiJodsandrrfrcAisienls, 

mom',        aiid  invited  the  emprefs  to  retire  rnto  that  mountaioOis  terfi- 

taim,        tory,  where  (he  would  be  in  all  imaginable  fafety ;  there  be-. 

ii%  but  one  entrance  into  it,  which  could*  be  caflly  defended 

againft  the  enemy,  if  he  (hould  attempt  to  force  it.    They 

accepted *iiis  offer;  and;  as  foon  as  they  Were  e^ter^d  into 


%f  1vli<:k  wa$  fpxmy  cottipUcd wnh  f^  the  pafrtandh;  ?xA 
pbttfoMyr^ flood  his gpdfether\     '        '  .      ,    ,.    i 

-Whilst  they  continued  in  this  mouetaipy  the  young  em-  When  thf 
\  perqr  arrifed  at  the  foqt  of  it,  attended  by  a  few  of  his  ojpn,j«wi:  tm- 
m  a  Ji;>rrjrpJ^.   *tht  Pgrtt^i^J^  went  down  to  receive  him,  ftrwjt^ 
[Irfm ^hom  he f ondoled'for  tbe  fofs  of  tbeif  gen^rd  with foime  '^^* 
'ftsiiflg  rem-et;  but  bl4  (hem,  noti^  be  Itop  amch  di^i^bi^ 
J^pi  Qc  thjolj  »heroC?l}«5j  ift  a  ftrai^ge^wmry^  but  fo  Jgoil     - ' 
Wfsk  it  oow^  as  .^ffir  «wAi>whefie'  tboy  xvottld  be ifucdily  f ar^^ 
'^  '  witb  ckfttii^  tttica,  Imles,  ftcvano,^  aqd  aU  otbpr m^ 
«.  In  4i^wcr  t9^hich/  tSx^  fultable.  dtanN;  tbbjf 
bis  mifel^r,  tha^^  fi«ee  i{)^  bid  -idft  ^h^r  ^oM  cbm«' 
Hftdef,  they  would  fliwiccep^  of  no  other  biit  hlni  j  after* 
^,  dieyaccomp^Jed'h^ip  tQ  the  tent  of  the  patriarchy 
fa^  again/  he  was  not  -t.  little  ^leafed  ta  fee  the  patriarchy 
^  to  the  door  ib  regeiv^  him*^  Ipplqpg  i^pon  it  as  apiedj^ 
jatcpodefceaiioQj^becaure  th*?  a{>Uf»^4«  as  i|iui:b  refpefledb 
M,^  pope  is  at-^^(to0,  and  aQgh.tedt&om  hk  horfe  tx> 
a&hia  blelTing.    from  thence  be  paiftd  into  the  empref^ 
mother's  teat,  and,  after  a  Ihtle  fl^y;  was  conduA^  to 
owu,  whichhad  been  reared  tn  the  c^re  of  their  camp.' 
flag  his  abode  thtere,  ^irfiich  was  about  two  months,  he  got  j/imwi* 
Iter  moft  of  his  forces,  amountifig  to  about  500  horfe  />&ow  nb* 
8000  foot,  deejA^  fuffi^eat  by  the  Portugue/fy  wht^mnths. 
"by  tbeurs,. to  attack  the7^a?^i  ;  which  they  begged hi5> 
to  do^  >q4  r^ye^ge  the  death  of  their  Jute  noble  ge«' 
Th^  yoang  pr&nce  appeared  femewhat  diffident  of  his 
;  but  bdi^  tdd,  -riiat  ^ranhe  bad  \paX  200  of  the- 
^urhs^  i^hich  tfaehrl^.s^t/  had  few  Mm,  he  readily  con-' 
sd*  •         ■  . "  '        '  •     * '  * 

But  before  they  came  to  be  thus  unanimous^  the  young  <7rfV*i?w 
fijperor  had  be^n  obli]|[ed  to  put  up  with  a  great  deal  of  in-p«^*^- 
jteicefrom  Jkrmudez  and  them,  before  they  would  confent  to  '?*«^j*»  ^«» 
j^tfbr  him,  or  evea. ftay  longer  in. hip  domioms...    Tbis^^^f    i 
Wouaftaace  TVZfez  feems  to  have  carefully  avoided  mendon*^^^  '^^^^     • 
i^ip  iu«  hiftory,  as  rcAeAii^  fonie  di&onour  on  the  pati>  *; 
ith  and  Portugwefk  chief ;  tik)ugh  he  hiu^f^  hath  miide  no  - 
cmpfe'to  gtve  the  .world  a  full  account  of  it,  and  in  fuch'^ 
ertis  as  diew  thit  he  Vhlocid  bimfelf  iipt  %  flttlc  for  it,  as  it    » 
pSxw  refoWtely  they  were  bent  to  take  advantage 

|w  Ms  prefent  /ituation,  to  oblige  him  to  eftablifli  the  pope's 
iftority  in  his  dom&4pPi|.:    But  a,s  jt  dpthnot  fo  ftridtly  r^? 

'  Bermvd.  ibid,  &  al.  if^d,    .  ,  *  B|itMVP.  Tu^lsz^  Lobo, 
-  •  *        .       .  ^late 


♦3$  .mA^^imm^^        B,XVi^ 

Utfrta  the  poHtscd  as  to  the  ecdefiaftical  ftate  of  tbee^ 
pirc,  tl) w^»  ip  other  refpefts^  well  worth  a  dinouft  f^^dw 
DOticei  we  (hall  give  the  fubftaoc?  of  it  u^  the  i^|is^  (^ 


(Z)  The  good  patriarch,  as 
Jiimfelf  informs  us  ( i6)»  having 
mepared  his  Portutuejfk*  troops. 
In  a  fet  fpeech  he  niade  to 
Ihem;  to  tfift  him  in  the  root^ 
ing  all  fchiim  andherefy  out  of 
the  country,,  by  redadnghoth 
king  anfd  elergy  to.  the  pope's 
phedienee,  wei|t  i^f^  .addrefled 
Jtiiffifelf  to  the  yoopg  nvQoarqh 
in  the^  fame  pathetic  ilile,  caU- 
itig  hii|i  his  dqareft  fon  (he  was, 
it  feems,  his  godfather),  and 
felling  him,  that,  if  he  dddgned 
lb  ihew  hitefelf  a  wohhy  fuc- 
ceiTor  of  his  late  father,  of  pl" 
4^as  memory,  he  muft  rcfolve  to 
folloiv  his  £tep3,  and  (end  fL 
proper  ambaiOrador.  to  i^d«f^,  to 
aflure  the .  fovereign  bifhop  of 
all  biQiops  of  his  fincere  and 
dutiful  obedience  to  him ;  and, 
to  afTiirehij^  that  hi^  father  had 
done  fo  before  him,  he  (hewed 
him  his  letter  to  that  pontif,  in 
•  which  he  made  a  full  acknow- 
l^gement  of  his  plenary  autho- 
rity qver  the  c^rch  of  C^hri^ 
This  fpeech  was  made  to  him 
J9  the  pre^ce  pf  his  mother, 
who  was  then  in  his  tent;  but 
the  young  Claudiut^  like  a  ra(^ 
yottth^  who  little  mi|nds  what  he 
fays  ^heie  are  the  patriarch**s 
own  words),  plainly  told  him, 
that  he  did  neither  own  him  for 
his  father  nor  his  patriarch; 
and  thi^t  he  was  the  ALuna  of 
the  Franks t  afid  an  Jriauy  who 
believed  in  four  Gods.  Where- 
upon, Bermudex  as  bluijtly  told 
him,  that  he  lied  in  faying  that 
^e  wor(hipped  fotor'Godsr  but. 


added  he,  **  fince  you  rcfofej 
•*  obey  the  holy  father,  I  i 
**  only  look  upon  yoi;^  as ; 
**  communicated  and 
•*  perfonj  and  will  concern! 
**  idf  no  more  about  yoa^ 
and  fo.faying,  rofe  off  his  f^ 
to  be  gpne ;  and  did  fo,  * 
out  receiving  any  other  < 
from  the  young  prince 
thb,  "  You  are  the  excon 
**  nicated  perfpp,  azid  uot  ] 

The  next  fte|>  the  patrijU 
took,  after  having  acqu^ 
his  Portuguefi  with  what  I 
pafled^'  was  to  forbid  them  i 
under  pain  of  death  and  ^ 
communication,    to   affift. 
young  monarch,  or,  in  any  c 
to  regard  his  commands.  .,| 
this  they  anfwered,  thi^t,  asi 
tber  they  nor  their  anceitors  fl 
cv^erb^en  difloyal  to  the  pop 
their  prince,  fo  neither  wo 
they  now  to  him.  A  little  i ' 
after,  one  ojf  the  emperor*s^ 
ficers  heiQg  fiant  to 
jpqft  ounces  of  gold 
uem,  and  to  make  their  g» 
ral  fome  valuable  prefent, 
all  unanimoufly  excifed  the 
felves,  and  fent  him  word,  f 
the  breach  he  had  made 
their  i  patriarch  woalfl  not  | 
mit  them  to  accept  of  any  t 
from  hsm,  or  to  do  him 
further  fervice. 

This  anfwer  obliged  tke 
you!}g  monarch  imme£ately0 
hold  a  coimcil^  in  whichJUvW 
refolved  th^  th^q  emprefs'ihpuv; 
go  tQ  the  jpatri^rch,  accompSf-^ 
nied  ^  with  an  archbilhop '  of  li^i 


*  (i6)  Mermttd.  ^tfat\  e.  |«  '" 


'^imc 


\ikn^  the  moifi  clofely  ftick  to  the  main  part  of  oQf 

OK  after  matters  had  been  accommodated  between'  thd  Arias  Diz 
emperor  and  the  patriarch,  ahcl  every  AiAg  was  pre-  chofinge- 
to  attack  the  enemy,  the  new-Pd;/«<gw^  general  Don ''''*^* 
bdng  dead  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  one  j^rias  Dity  ^ 
um  who  had  been  in  Etlfiopia  ever  flnce  the  year  iw\ 
liid  been  intrufted  by  the  formed  mcnarchs  with  u>mc 
^-^^le  commiiffions,  was  nominated  in  his  room,  at  the 


,  tobeg  psfrdolQ  ^Fhito 

^ler  £fl,  and  to  prottift.  in 

Dey.^at  he  would  di»eve- 

|iJkio|  he  flioqld.enjpiiikim, 

^xtfpeft  to  the  pope.    She 

c.  accordingly*  and,:  io  the 

kbleft  terms,  delivered,  )^cr 

*^gie  to  the  patriaVcD,  wno, 

dof  beingfibfcened  by  her 

rand  intreatittd,-'ihfo1ently 

tiicr,  that  he*  hdd  noW  nd- 

j  Jeftvto  do  bur  to  retire 

hjb  troops  ixM' Portugal 

all  poffible  rpeed«    This 

2&  fpeech  brought  the  af- 

l  princei^  upon,  her  koees, 

t'made  her  'renew  her  in- 

ss  to  him  withfach  veh<;' 

e'and  fuchl[obd^pf  tears, 

Ij  being  at  len^Koireri0ome 

j'Aem,  he  accompanied  her 

IJrar  fon*s  tent    At  their  ar- 

|y4e  yoone  nioDgKh  tame 

||to  receive  him,  ^nd»  in  the 

Olbleft  manner^,  took  hold  of 

l^^^and,  and  kiiTod  jt,   and 

pardon  for  what  had 

'Hire  they  all  three -fift  down, 


ed  the  prelate^  '*  you  mtffl:  ftAd 
"  ottefhyotwname,wl^hM«6 
<<  'more  than  what  eVefy  piiflte 
**  in  Ertrufi  is  obliged  to  dbitt 
*<  ibon  to  he  corned  to  the 
•*  crown  :  and  Jince  you  have 
^  not  done  it  hitherto,  yoUmufi 
*'  pow  perform  it  to  me,  wh9 
•*  am  coinmiifioned  by  his  ho- 
"  iinefs^to  receive  it  from  yba. 
«  Befid^  which,**  continued 
he,'**yotimaft  give  me  an  am- 
^  p1eteftinionyinwTi€ing,4ign:' 
^  fdwith  yoor  Own  hand,  ,and 
*>  fealed  with  your '  own  feal, 
"  ^apd  in  the  name  of  all  yotir 
**  kingdoms  and  provinces,  in 
*'  which  you  (hail  make  pab« 
•*  lie  acknbwlegement  that  God 
**  hath'  no  more  than  one 
**  church,  knd  one  vicar  of  Je- 
"  ftwChrift,  in  all  the  world, 
**  from  whom  all  the  power  and 
**  righti  of  all  Chciftian  princes 
*'  an4  prelates  immediately 
,  **  flow."  ,  He  infiftcd  furrfie«, 
that  thb  public  a£t  (hould  be 
2^ad  with  an  audible  vokt,  oh 
fome  eminent  place,  and  16  th^ 


[  Wit  die  young  prince  began  the  '  hearing  of  all  die  people,  by 
l^ifeoorfe  with  affuringUim  of  on^  or  the  chief  officers  of  the 
I  ^lts|re!^nefs  to  obey  the  pence  realm .  1V>  all  which  the  young 
l^fithiifaops;  but  aikeii;!!  the  pa-  :  emperor  was  glad  to  Ibbmit  ; 
i  ^>3th,    whether  the  homage    and  the  a^,  conclodes  the  ao- 


)  hiui  by  his  father  mieht 
Mtbt  fi|0icient,  without  his  oe- 
fcgobhged  to  fend  a  frefh  em- 
Sf  to  him  ?  •'  tlOf'  anfwer- 


\ 


xhor,  was  accprdingly  lead  with 
the  utrooil  pojptp  and  folemni^ 
ty,  and  with  the  found  of  the 
tramp^t(i7). 


(17)  md. 


defire 


46fir«  p£  thp  y>ung  prince^  who  ha^J  ppt  a  grf  at  ^njl^e 
W#jr«Jis:  mhim<.  "  htt  young  Claudius  had  Ml  another ''vie^.w 
fi^w.  *.  foTi  bdj9^.quite'd]|(ratisfied  wth  the  patriarch's^  ^jrai^G 
Jff/"/«  . ,  haviQurJQKi«,.Ke.hai  formed  a  <iefigB*tfigivaW%f^j^ 
f^^r?-  to whiQh  (tt^d,  he deliredc^hUn tofarmkihf  uewg€|^?r4^ 
'^  J^'f'  bis  Poftug&efc  foMlers,  tofgo  ivitjh.  him  on V.fan-Gt  expeftil 
tbiit  would  turn  to  the  glory  of  <J9d»  B^mMudiz^  ^Q^ 
lofgefledhis  delign>  neverthelefa  confa^l^,  retying  M.!^ 

army  r^ady,  and  Ka  J  reached  the  mountain  where  Granhe^ 
his-forces  Avers  poAed*  h^  fe^t  an;  ^^risTs  Xi^Dit^  iQ^cfret 
iwUti  ^  i^pe^  ^^  in^  the  jr^mg-^aTperer  ."wtthr) 
Uppq  th^. afxlKalv. ihty  kft  the  em^prdfi  in  a  pl»:e  (tf f  fd 
and/  mareh^  .on  r  tfaixwgh:  irefy  craggf  <})ftir^-  afiid  biuiW 
•files,  ->Arfaere/  in'itbi^r**ii«iiy, '  tl^-mcl?  *Wlth'  a-  Mom/h'^ 

Eitgfige     W^^^i  ^^  the-l^d  ftf^ijo  horfe  jfjid'  2Q00  foot,  in  the; 

Granhc    Vtnce  of  O^artt;  and;^dcke<(  thfen^  by  fer^aj(  df  day  wVtfi 

eccho  Vf\\\^ '  thtir .  vbice^,'  ^'^ty  ^tiri^uefe\^tj  WhOxled 
van,  flew  tlie  comipajide^  with  moft  ^  W^  hosm^  aad  to^ln 
otfaiess  pfifoQ^^  >¥W4Rf(^mediih0^  tirr^sn^^?  "^1 

plac^  aon:  £»r  olf»..Alttied  Datcjkea^  vS^  the kingdoxh  ol*^ 
^^»  near  the  TBh^ennvhcfethe  f^le^  c^eflKs  tb^  Istke'^of. 
tiaMe^  atid  where  -hfe  Wfe ^ahd  cfifldi^h, '  yM  ha?d  be»en;'i 
hlhi  a  k)fig'whife/5»i^e^e  cope  to  jtjttf  Wm  fotmaftef  tJ2)6 

fitiphtt'^ixs^x::  'y     •'  ,  \;  */',;■';•,"'.       "."'., 

Vhe young      '1'His  gdodTutcef$.  was.faon  follovred  by.  the  death  fl 

tmperors   Abijm  general,  who,  hawng  veiitufed  tpo  far  on  a  {^i. 

*  Jtr^ehe-  was.farrouudcd  by  ^npthi^  party  of  thc/Mw^f,  whoi|«li 

koHftimn    covered  him  with  !^Qndd,  and^  after,  tlieir  brutifh  <n«i 

tttt  -off -his  priwtwei  tiic  lieWs  of  which  .f&^«fflid^  f  h^'yO 

cmpeoor^that  hisiltod-aflood  of  teafs  ft*  htm,  tore  hiSf'l; 

ondcaft'liis  crdt^nto  iht  ground;  and';{hewed  thttticuft 

.<effiye  tokensof  grief  and  defpair,    1rhis'affliftion'\v^5 1 

after '-fbllo^yed  by  theftews,  that  Cr^wiJi?  was  in  fdlfrtl 

agaiti'^:  him ;  Which  threw  him  intofuch^  a  panic,  tl|at.h<i| 

iAv^ji  to  fave  himfyf  l^y .flight ;  and  wo^ii  aftually  ha?ei 

ib,  Iui*d  not  a  Bahr-fidg^  apprifed  the  patriarch  of^it^  i 

^  immediateiy  came  <int  of  the  menaftBry^  tlrhef^  he  had 

y^ ed  A>.  pmy  wiA  the  «rqft  of  the  monks/  or  pferhapfi  rirt 

.  -tobe^ut of  hattn% wa;^^  'whilft  Ws  Vtoop% ^)ire^fe  prep5itiiJ| 

4eft<!tten«er  with  the  Mdorifh  army,  and,  \i^th  difficultyjif 

^jfed  upon  the  pnlillanimous  pirince  to  .ftay,  and  eticour 

TiK  Foixes  by  his  j)ref€nce  againh  the  approadiiagentoy  !a4 

%  lid/  ibid^ 


.  iit  this  while^  Granhe  was  advaiKibg  at. the  head  .ofGranhe 
§3,060  {wrfe  and  fobt^^nd  his  aoo^Tur^f^^tifquetccrs.  Hi  «d^ance9^ 
iwsBiQimtcdon  a  ftately  white  horfe/andhad  a  74rr*  m^i/^^A^ 
eachfiife.    Several  bloody  ftirmMhes  Ijappencd^  In  onepf  ^-'f*        .' 
ivfakh  aa^^ii^R^  general  having  been  treatWoufly  drawti;^    ,.       '   [ 
4ct  a  pretended  parley  with  -the  enemyjAvasmnrderW  by  "   .* ...  J 
&m;  wiudi  fo  difcoWi^d  the  reft-ef  the  Jbiffine'{orcis\ 
liftat  the  cmpeifof ,  to  jireveiit  a  d^i^ih,  confcmcd  they      »■ 
^bald  engage  next  morning  by  break  of  dity.    Accor^iiigly; 
^  ?ortuguefe  leading  the  van  with  aoo  Stbiopian  horfi^  a^ 
50 'ibot,^^fcr'«Wdw'lth*  great  eagerncfs,  whilft  th^  em- 
^eror^  who  brought  up  the  rear  with  250  horfe  more,  rand         # 
^ofbot^  ftbod  with*  them  pofted  on'  an  eminence,  to  leg 
,  bcgjti  the  onfet.    Craahe  jiiade  no  lefs  haile  to  meetiu^ 
iy,  and  advanced  ifli  two jines ;  0]2<. of  wiu^h  heled him- 
\  which  conflfied.of-  ^  aoo  Tur/if  abave*inenlioned,.'j6p0 
%r}fii  hprfc*.  an4..7iOQO  ffoot :  the  other  coniSflcd  of  690  ' 
"e  and  6000  £qiQty  «id  was  coannanded  by  another  genev 
:Tbe  onfet^  accordii^  to  Teliet,  a#id  other  Portugue/h 
!,  was  very  fiarde  aftd  furious  for  feme  time  on  both 
except  on  thit  of  the  Abijfinuins^   who  were  eaftly 
a  into  dlforder  by  the  Turks ^  and,  with  fome  dLfEculty^ 
ralBed  by  the  Portiiguefe.    In  thebeight  of  the  ei^gagtir  '*  "^ 

>  Cranhe  appearing  pn  his  white  horfc  with  his  Turktoti  tsjhot  fy 
fide,  to  fuppcHTt  his  own  laear  ^ni  veotming  too  n^t  a  Portu- 
;4e enemy,  a  PoriMg^efit  named  Peter' Umi^  a  man  bP  l<^  gucfe 
^ttsrei^  bi^  ^n  exceU^nt  markfrnan,  fed&g  him  to  be  withit  markf^ 
Hy  let  fly  at  Mm  with  fuch  descferity,  that  he  qtficklv  *f »^ ' 
,  t  him  fprawling  on  the  ground. '  l%e  two  Turks iSx 
on  each  fide  of  him  by  fome  other  fhot,  before  they 
lid  carry  his  body  6ff;  which  being  obferved  by  the  rew 
4us  troops,  they  immediately  turned  their  backs  withouj 
|fc8dng  another  ftroke. .  The  ptha:  Turki/b  general  did  in-  His  arnrp 
8ccd  maintain  the  fight  fome  time  longer  with  great  bravery^;  roitd, 
^,  whilft  the  emperor^s  forces  were  in*.purfuit  of  the  flying 
4feorx,  made  a  ftout  defence  againft  the  Portuguef^  till  aU' 
the  200  Turki/b  mufqueteers  were  flain,  except  14,  who  fled 
iaGranhe's  wife,  and  acquainted  her  with  their  defeat,  and 
ket  hilfcand's  death.     Upon  the  ne^s  of  which,  (he  immqr  Iffis  ^ift 
d&tdy  rode  away  with  250  hoijffe,  that  were  left  X!^ ^i2xi,<a^ri€d  ^ 
Bar,  and  all  the  trcafure  that  Cranht  bad'  been  hoarding  u|)  ^  ^ith 
daring  the  war.     All  ibis  time  the  Porhegt^e  were  bufy  in  ^'.  ^^^^  ' 
flaying  all  that  fell  in  their  way,  and  plundering  the  caanp,-^'^^* 
in  which  they  found,  befides  a  confiderable  fpoil,  a  prodi- 
pons  quantity  of  ptovifions,  and  a  great  number  of  Jbiffinian 
«^flvc$,  wbkn  they  releafed,  to  their  no  (mall  joy ;  fome 

.  meet* 
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flieetiog  with  their  pairents,  others  with  their  childrisn,  vdves, 
relatioas,  and  frieads ;  So  that  they  could  not  but  exprcfs  th« 
IlveUeft  gratitude,  to  their  hraye  deliverers  ;/aad  the  yoni^ 
emperor  failed  not  to  give  them .  the  greateft  marJu  of  hii 
efteem  for  their  ilgnal  bravery^  and  for  fo  ef^M^oal  a  Yx€t6tfi 
^^^^}^'  whi^h  paved  the  way  to  the  recovery  of  a  great  patt.  pf  " 
gade.  dominions :  and,  among  Other  tokens. o£  his.  thaodcfulnels  { 
God  for  it^  ordered  a  npbleiilonailecy  to  be.  buUt  on  ihc  f  ' 
of  tattle^  in  honour  of  our  Lord  Jews  Chrift  "^  (A). 

*  Behmuq.  iibl  fup«  TiLLEZy  ex  Almeyda,  L«Ba«.&  4l»>.  J 

lour  to  the  braf  (^adoc?^ ; 


(A)  Bermude%,  however,  adds 
a  fingular  circumllancei,  which 
teftects  nofmall  difcredh  6ri  thft 
Jhiffinian  gratitude,  cfpecially 
with  regard  to  the  young  mon^ 
arch.  It  is  as  follows  :  Oiieof 
his  officers  having  obfcrved 
Cranh  to  fall  off  his  hprfe,  took 
an  opportunity  to  cut  oiF  his 
head;  which,  as  foon  as  the 
light  was  over,  he  came  and 
laid  at  his  majefty^s  feet,  and 
took  upon  him  the  honour  of 
being  the  perfon  who  had  flaxit 
him.  and  of  courfe,  of  being  the 
chief  inftrumcnt  of  that  com- 
plete viftory.  The  young  em- 
peror, glad  at  heart  to  hear  that 
he  owed  fo  fignal  a  fervice  to 
one  of  his  (ubjeds.  not  only 
thanked  him  very  afFedtionately 
for  it,  but  made  him  captain- 
general  of  all  his  forces. 

Unluckily  for  the  Ahijfinian 
boader,  the  general  Aries  Diz^ 
who  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
With  the  affair,  begged  of  his 
majefly  to  examine  how  many 
ears  were  on  that  head ;  which 
he  did,  and  found  that  one  of 
them  had  been  lately  ciit  ofF: 
bpon  which,  he  took  the  li- 
berty to  tell  him,  that  that  ear 
¥^ting  was  in  the/poiTeinon  of 
a  perfon  of  much  fuperior  va- 


lour to  the  OTaggadoci^  s  j99 
who  Ead  adually  fliqt  the  M6» 
ijh  kin^,  and  cut  oft"  that  eai 
Whflft  }m%  AbiJJinidn  forces  Wt_ 
viewing  the  engagement  frctei 
diftant  eminence,   where 
ftood  pofteds  and,  fer  a 
firmation  of  what  he  faid, 
dered  F^w  Lion  to  be  brongh 
who  immediately  produced   '' 
ear ;  which  was  found  tQmi 
the  other  fp  exadly  as   to 
the  matted  out  of  all  doubc 
Lion^   however,    deiired 
btagging  officer  to  fhew  him 
weapon  with  which  he  had 
ven:  Granhe  his  death- wootti 
to  which  he  giving  no  aniWi 
the  Fortugutfe  told  his  aiajelt 
that,  if  they  examined  the  de 
body,  they  would  find  that 
had  been  killed  by  a  mulk 
ball ;  a  weapon,  added  he.wUl 
he  knows  od(  how  to  ufe.  Tli 
circumftance,    npon  examii 
tion,  being  likewife  vMfied,  \ 
young  monarch  was   com 
with  confuiion,jsind  ordered  h 
officer  to  be  calhiered  and  dl 
graced  ( 1 8):  for  this  brave  fi4| 
dier  had,  it  feems,  formerly  li^ 
Ibnged  to  Don  Cj^rifiother  M 
^Giima,  and  Had  done  that  a(F 
tion    merely   to  revenge    hd* 
death.  I 


(28)  SermuJm,  ca^,  3.  TelUz,  tin  Alint^n 
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The  king  and  his  army  defcending  from  the  high  grounds  ^ome  $f 

(iOjnadaga^  came  and  iucamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Dem-  t^fft  con* 

im  lake,  where  they  tarried  two  whole  months  ;  in  which  ^"^  ^'^ 

Anc,  forty  Portugue/e,  who  had  formeriy  fled  from  the^.^^^'"'* 

J  iter,  when  Don  Chrijiopher  was  defeated,  and  had  taken 

way  to  Maziva,  with  a  delign  to  embark  f9r  Portugal^ 

mxg  oi  Granh"^  overthrow  and  death,  retyrned  back, 

t,  taking  the  emprefs  with  them,  came  and  joined  the  im-; 

il  camp.     Ail  this  while,  the  head  of  Granhe^  which  had'GranheV 

Ihewed  fir  ft  to  that  princefs,  was  conveyed  and  fiiewed^f*^^^''* 

igh  all  the  other  parts  of  the  empire,  together  with  the ''^'^^^''«' 

of  his  total  overthrow,  occafipned  fuch  univerfal  re-   .   '**" 

^  anioDg  all  the  people,  that  the  Moqrs,  who  were  pofted  ^'^^'  •  - 

^ifpns  in  feveral  kingdoms  and  provinces,   by  which 

^""  they  held  them  in  fubjeftion,  hearing..of  this  grand, 

thought  fit  to  abandon  all  thofe  ftrong-hplds,  and 

countries  were  glad  to  return  to  their  obedience  ;  and 

thofe  who  had  been  moft  forward  in  going  over  to  them, 

had  changed  their  religion,   in  order  to  obtain  better 

from  them,  were,  upon  their  re-fubmiffion,  all  pardon-  Thecal! 

.?nd  received  into  fayour.     Great  rejoicings  were  likcwife[/2<^*«rr, 

c at  the  arrival  of  the  emprefs,  whqfe  fon  went  to  meet  andare 

about  a  league  oflf  his  camp,  yet  without  acquainting,/^^'^»f^-  . 

patriarch  with  it ;  which  fliewed  that  heflill  retained  his 

refentment ;  fo  that  that  princefs  was  not  a  little  fur-; 

at  his  not  being  of  the  company,  and  no  lefs  difpleafed. 

he  acquainted  her  with  the  reafon  of  it. 

DT  this  was  not  the  only  inAance,  in  which  the  young  T^J^  Por- 

mortified  both  him  and  xhePortuguefe  that.were  with  tuguefe 

Among  thofe  governors  of  provinces,  that  ha'd  httn  fall  gut  , 

•ned  for  goiiig  over  to  the  Mohammedans,  and^fhewingan  '^''^  ^^^ 

►ncileable  hatred  to  tjiem,  there  was  one  of  them,  who, by  ^»^P^^- 

Teftlon,  had  occafioned  Don  Chrijiopher'^  defeat ;  againft 

therefore,  they  made  ftrong  remonftrances  to  the  em- 

',  but  in  vain;  his  majefty  telling  them,  that  as  he  had 

his  word  to  pardon  him,  be  could  not  go  back  froih^ 

i/Which  behaviour  fo  exafp^rated  the  vindiftive  P(jr/w- 

\  that  they  at  once  rufhed  into  the  traitor's  tent,,  and  '    .-, 

)ed  him  to  death  with  their  daggers  *. 

HIS  piece  of  infolence,  which  the  young  monarch  was  ^-^f /^/r/- 

;pd  to  let  go  unpuniftied,  on  account  of  their  great  fer»  arch  irri- 

ti  did,  however,  give  him  to  underftand  what  tyrannic  '^'^-^  ^'** 

fcrds  he  was  likely  to  fall  under,  if  he  did  not  take  fome  proper  h  ^^^ 

»>eaas  to  fupprefs  them.    On  ^be  •  other  hand,  tb^  haughty  ^''^"^  ^- 

nuvtds  i 

5^  lid.  ibid. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol,  XV.  C^      '  patrk 
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patriarch  was  daily  foliciting  him,  in  the  ftroogeft  terms,   to 
perform  the  engagements  he  had  forced  from  hrm,  to  make  a 
public  abjuration  of  the  Abijfmian  herefy,  and  fubmit  to  th(? 
pope  and  church  qf  Rome.     Re  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  threaten 
him  with  excommunication,  and  the  withdrawing  his  Portu- 
mefe  forces ;  the  worft  of  it  was,  that  he  had,  about  this 
time,  received  a  haughty  meflage  from  the  exafperated  king 
of  Jdel,  on  acdount  of  Ms  ill-treatment  of  the  late  vanquifhed 
Granhi,  and  caufmg  his  head  to  be  carried  through  all  hig 
dominions.     He  threatened  him,  that  he  ftiould  foon  find  a 
fecond  and  more  formidatbie '  (7/^ «A^  in  him,  and  be  once    . 
more  ftripped  by  him  of  all  hfe  newly-recovered  dominions,    ! 
(tn4 obliges  rphg  young  emperor  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  manage  the  pre^ 
him  to       Yzit  and  bis  Portuguefe,  till  he,  by  their  affiftance,  had  go^ 
y^^^^        the  better  of  his  powerfnl  foe ;  and  only  hqggcd  time  till  then  \ 
to  perform  his  promlfe§  to  them.     He  intfeatcd  him^  tp  ftay  ; 
behind  with  the  emprefs  his  mother,  whilft  he  and  his  forces 
marched  with  the  Portuguefi  againft  the  enemy  y.     After  g  • 
The  king  long  and  tedious  march,  they  came  to  a  broad  but  fhaUow  : 
rfkA^     river,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  the  Adelian  monarch  and  his 
mar€hes     f^^^^^s  were  incamped,  and  which  the  horfe  crofled  over  with  ; 
4igmnft      ^^{v    ^^j  the  foot  were  ferried  over  on  rafters  covered  -with 
'— *        hides.     All  this  was  done  \n  the  right,  without  being  per,  ^ 
ceived  by  the  enemy  ;  fo  that  they  came  fijddenly  upon  them, 
and  plied  their  fire-arms  fo  fuccefsfuUy  againft  them,'  before  ; 
they  could  put  themfelves  in  order  of  battle,  that  they  xnadf  ; 
a  great  fiaughter^mong  Them.     Several  Chriftians  were  like- 
lyife  killed  and  wounded  ;  and,  among  the  latter,  the  young  ; 
emperor,  but  hot  dangeroufly.     At  length,,  the  king  of  j^dei 
hdefi<a'  was  (lain;  a^  th?  fight  of  which,  his  daftardly ijf^^orj  betooJ; 
id,  and     themfelves  to  a  fpeedy  flight ;  but  were  pm-fued  with  great 
killed.       flaughter,  and  a  much  greater  nomber  were  taken  prifoners, 
Wr  ^^^  and,  aiiiongft  them,  the  Metian  qu^en.     The  young  emperor 
Si^W-  felled  not  to  exprefs  his  thatikfuinefs  to  the  P^tuguefe  for 
foner/i^nd  this  frefh  viftory ;  and,  as  a  token  of  hisgrati^de,  prefented 
ginien  in    them  with  all  the  vaft  and  rich  plunder  of  the  enemy  s  camp, 
marfiage   to  be  equally  divided  amongft  them:  referving  only  to  him- 
'to  Arias    f^jf  ^^  horfe  and  fcymitar  of  the  flain  king,  and  the  perfon 
^i?T         of  the  queen^  wh6m  he  afterwards  beftowed  on  Jrias  Diz^ 
their  general,  together  wifll  the  kingdoms  of  Dottr  ^ni  Behua, 
in  order  to  raife  him  to  an  equal  degree  with  her,  as  vfeVL  a^ 
p  prevail  upon  her  tq  tepomf  z  Qhriftian  ^jfd  his,  wif<?  *, 

;  T  Beamud.  ubifup.  &til.  ft|^.  cita|,  f  BEHwtyp^in  fci, 
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This  was  indeed  a  mafter-piccc  of  policy  in  that  yonog 
ffiooarch,  and  fuch  as  was  likely  to  have  difconoerted  all 
tk  patriarch's  meafares,  as  we  (hall  foon  ice,  and  rendered 
sii  his  batrghty  threateoiogs  vain  and  abortive^  could  any 
ely  policy  be  an  equal  match  with  thait  of  a  felfi/h  pre- 
iotrufled  with  fuch  a  plenary  power  both  from  the  pope 
king  of  Portugal  over  a  fet  rf  flaves  and  bigots  to  their 
ity.    The  overthrow  of  the  Moonjb  army  had  noBwawifljW 
reftorcd  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  empire,  and  the  ^^n^^*  ^* 
!,  with  his  viftorious  army,  reached  the  kiogdem  oi^^ft^^^" 
,,,uiy  than  theflufhed  patriarch  renewed  his  former  in-  '*  *^^^' 
ices  with  more  boldnefs  than  ever ;  by  which  he  becamc^^'^^'*' 
more  irkfome  and  odious  both  to  him  and  his  court. 
Zhr,  the  Portugmfe  general;  gained  and  overcome  by 
iate  liberality,  and  raifed  to  the  royal  dignity,  had  pri- 
ly  renounced  the  church  of  Rome^  ftnd  been  baptized  into 
rf  the  country,  and  taken  the  name  of  Mark.    The 
xpience  of  which  juvas,  that  the  young  anperor,  think- 
hlmfelf  fore  of  his  intereft,  began  to  treat  the  patriarch 
h  greater  coldnefs  and  contempt,  whenever  he  came  into 
prefence.     He  now  no  more  rofe  from  his  (eat  to  receive 
Uefliog,  nor  fuf&red  him  to  £t  any  longer  before  h'im,  o^ 
iMiid  Mm  of  las  old  promifes.     This  ftrange  behaviour  Treats  Um 
r^d  in  Betmudez  all  his  pride  and  rdentm^t,  info-  wjithfe^oe* 
\  that  he  fcnipled  not  to  tell  him  one  day,  that  he  wa$  rity  and 
only  a  fhamdftil  ingrate  to  the  king  of  Portugaly  hyfiom. 
fefevoOrs  and  viftorioiis  arms  he  was  reftored  to  his  loft 
ire,  but,  which  wfts  ftill  worfe,  a  rebel  to  Jefus  Chrift^ 
A)l«ing  that  refpeft  which  was  dne  to  him  as  his  repre- 
tive ;  adding,  that  he  would  be  acc'urfed,  rejefted,  and 
lunicated,  if  ever  he  relapfed  into  the  errors  of  the 
Vian  church,  which  God  had  fuffered  to  fall  und^ 
tyranny  of  the  Tyrks  for  its  defcftioo  from  the.fpoftojlic 
oi  Rom^.    This  fpeech,  which  rather  exafperated  than  7'^^  ^«*^. 
^tened  the  young  mdnarch,  were  only  anfwered  with  re-  ror  refents 
inations  agalnft  the  Romijh  church ;   after  which,   he  it.  ' 

itly  told  him,  that  if  it  was  not  out  of  con(ideration  of 
being  his  godfather,  he  would,  not  fcmple  to  have  him 
u  and  quartered  2^  upon  which,  he  immediately  wjth- 
'  to  his  own  tent. 
Not  long  after,  he  received  exprefs  prohibition  to  fend 
toy  fiirtlvBr  orders^to  the  PortMgueJe  forces,  who  were  no%v 
ttnder  the  conunand  of  MarcOt  his  ^ptain-general,    and 
'Aould  no  longer  obey  any  but  him.  To  which  he  anfwered, 
that  they,  being  fuhjefts  of  the  king  of  P^r/v^n/,  were  now 
hift  longer  under  any  obligation  to  obey  one  who  had  proved 
Q  2  a 
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a  traitor  to  his  king  and  religion  ;  and  that  fince  his  majefty 
ftill  pcrfifted  in  his  rcfufal  of  fubmitting  to  the  pope,  con- 
trary to  his  former  promife,  he  was  rcfolved  to  withdraw  his 
forces  and  himfelf  put  of  his  empire :  but  was  foon  given  to 
underftand,  thiit  he  was  abfolute  mafter  in  his  dominions, 
and  expelled  them  to  pay  obedience  to  his  general,  and  to 
none  elfe  ;  the  upfhot  of  which  was,  that  all,  as  one  man, 
7h?<if'  refelved  to  die  fword  in  hand,  in'  oppofition  to  fuch  un- 
tuguefe     grateful  tyranny ;  and  went  about  immediately  to  fortify  their 

TainT'^      ^*^^  emperor,  who  Interpreted  this  laft  ftep  as  bidding 

lf«  ^^^  ^P^^  defiance,  ordered  them  to  be  attacked  with  all 

fpced ;  but  with  fuch  ill  fuccefs,  that  his  cuiraflSers,  who 

Repel  th^   were  the  foremoft  in  the  van,  were  cither  burnt  to  death,  or 

mferors    forGcd  to  fly  half-burnt,  by  the  fire  which  they  fet  to  a  quan* 

Jorca,       tity  of  gunpowder  fcattered  about  in  an  ambufli,  into  which 

they  had  drawn  them  by  a  fei^ed 'flight.     This  threw  the 

king  into  a  new  fit  of  defpair';    upon  which,  the  apoflate 

Arias y  now  Mareo^' Xo\A.  him,,  that,  flnce   the  Portuguefe 

could  not  be  vanquiflied  by  open  force,  he  ought  to  try  to  do 

Marco       it  by  treachery.     Purfuant  to  which  advice,  they  were  felit 

betrays      for  by  Cldudius,  who  appeared  extremely  forrowful  for  his 

them  by  hit  too  frequent  breach  of  promife,  aild  defirous  again  to  make  ' 

coliiftf'      all  poflible  fatisfadiion  both  to  the  patriarch  and  to  them  (B)  j 

but,  in  faft,  meaning  tbe  very  reverfe :  for  Marc6  the  traitor^ 

whofe  counfel  the  young  monarch  followed  ia  every  things 

foon  put  him  in  a  way  to  elude  all  their  demands,  by  a,  double 

piece  of  frefli  perfidy,  viz.  firfl:,   by  forbidding  all  bis  fub^ 

jefts  furniftiing  them  with  any  kind  of  fufl:enance,  and  the 

other,  by  flopping  their  mouths  with  a  timely  donative  of  a 

confiderable  quantity  of  gold  and  fre/h  provifions,  and  a  very ' 

valuable  prefent  to  the  patriarch,  whilft  the  mofl  propter 

pi^ans  were  takix^  for  difperfing  and  cgnfiuing  their  cjiirfs  ia 

*  Bermud.  ibid.  C.4. 

^  (B)  That  i9,»as  we  are  told,  bellow  on  them  one  third  part 

to  the  former,  ip  give  hip  leave,  of  the  territories  they  had  reco- 

.  pn   the    f  nfuing  Ckrtflmas^   to  verpd  fpr  him.     For  tbefe  two 

make  a  public  ordination,  ov(^r  Additional  conditions  thefe  in- 

and  atoye  his  making  a  pub-  ^roachers  had,   it  f^ems,  cx- 

lic  acknowlegmerit  of  his  fub-  torted  from  him,  iince  the  for- 

.  miffioh  to  the  pppe  and  church,  mer,  in  the  time  of  his  g'^^ 

of  Rome;  and  to  the  others^  to  diibefs  (20). 
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federal  diftapt  provinces  of  the  empire^  beyond  the  poffibility 
<rf  their  ever  re-uniting  again. 

The  Portuguefcy   however,  were  foon  apprifed  of  this  ^  ^^^ 
tttachery,  ni  well  as  of  his  having  obtained  a  new  Abuna  -^^"^^ 
from  the  patriarch  of  Jlexandria^  who  was  coming  to  him^*^-^'** 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  could.     Bermtidez  was  forced  to  come 
rtdh  to  expofhilate  with  him ;   but,  infteaci  of  fair  pro- 
jsifes,  as  formerly,  ha&  the  mortification  to  hear  it  all  owned 
lod  excufed  with  his  own  mouth.     The  reafon  which  he  The  Por- 
|ive  for  the  one  was,  that  he  chofe  thus  to  feparate  them  tuguefe 
to  prevent  their  raifing  new  troubles  during  his  abfence,  he  difpcrfed . 
Idag  juft  on  the  point  of  marching  againft  thoGallas  :  "  and  through 
?  as  to  you,  my  father,"  added  he,  **  you  muft  be  content  ^^'^^t^^** 
^  to  ftay  in  the  territory  of  the  Gaffates^  where  you  will  have 
1^  nothing  to  do  but  to  pray  for  me,  till  my  return.    There 
'  you  ^11  be  refpeAed,  and  have  that  cantoti  allotted  to 
\  you  for  your  maintenance,    I  found  it  fufficient  for  my- 
^  felf  and  my  few  troops,  during  my  late  ftay  in  it,  and 
^  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  fo  for  you  and  yours."     Marco 
&ming  in  juft  then  to  defire  the  emperor  to  fend  to  Alexandria 
jrthe  new  patriarch,  was  anfwered,  "God  blefs  my  dear 
^  Marco!  My  dear  friend,  the  thing  is  already  done  **." 
:  Bermudez  was  accordingly^  obliged  to.  depart  with  his  germudez 
ibue,  and  feme  field-pieces,  for  the  mountainous  territory^ y^;^/  among 
i6ve-mentioned,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  and  arived  there //&^  Gaf. 
ier  eight  d^ys  difficult  march ;  and,  at  his  arrival,  the  cap-  fates.    " 
h  ordered  the  heads  of  the  people  to  pay  him  the  revenue 
tech  they  did  to  the  emperor;  which  was  done  accord- 
igly.    About  feven  months  after,  hearing  that  the  monarch  'Returns. 

returned  from  his  unfuccefsful  war  againft  the  Dallas y  he 
blved  to  return  tahim ;  and,  to  prevent  the  captain's  op- 
►finghim,  caufed  him,  on  fome  pretence,  to  be  tied  hands 
id  feet,  and  feverely  cudgelled,  and  fome  of  his  field-pieces 
lobe  fired  at  random  among  his'menii  two  of  whom  were, 
killed  by  the  ftiot ;  which  rlirew  the  reft  into  fuch  confterna- 
lion,  that  they  were  glad  to  let  him  to  go  unmolefted,  and 
|€»en  to  intreat  him  to  do  fo :  which,  he  the  more  rea- 
INJily  did,  as  he  was  fince  told  that  the  traitor  Mark  was  Marco'j 
l^d,  and  had  been  buried  with  the  utmoft  pomp  by  the  em-  deathy  and 
■ 'iwor,  and  with  as  real  grief  as  if  he  had  been  a  brother,  or  pompous 
ibmc  dear  relation.    Bermudez.  met,  in  his  way  to  court,  owe  fi^^^aL 
of  his  Fortuguefiy  who  was  taking  poflefficm  of  fome  lands 
which  that  monarch  had  affigned  him,  and  who  told  him, 

^  BEBMUDi  ubi  fup.  Tkljlpz»  ubi  fup.  LoBO,.ib.  I^E  Granp, 

9U3  ^^^^ 
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that  he  had  dlvided.his  Portuguefe  troq>s  mto  t«ro jCquadrcms, 

^  and  given  the  command  of  one  of  them  to  Lo^ez  deAlmcaxm^ 

and  that  of  the  other  to  Caf^r  de  Souza,  with  a  defign  tkat 

they  (honld  be  alwap  near  his  perfon ;  but  that  the  Portu^' 

guefe  had  rejeAed  the  fi^ft»  as  being  a  ftranger,  and  one  cC 

the  late  Marco's  partifans :  fo  that  the  whole  coizu&and  q( 

them  was  g^en  to  the  latter.     This  news  was  the  morM 

welcome  to  the  patriarch,  as  Soza  was  his  nephew,  and  mucM 

attached  to  htm.  i 

He  was  accordingly  jdyfnlly  received  by  ^ofe  dE  Usnk^ 

tion,  and,  ux  outward  appearance,  by  the  emperor,  who  ta4 

him  his  compliments  on  his  &fe  arrival,  with  a  prefentof  504 

ounces  of  gold ;  but  was  obliged  to  keep  him  at  a  diftano4| 

on  accoiint  of  his  bdng  then  expecting  that  of  the  new  Abuoi 

from  Jlexandria.    During  his  ftay  in  the  camp,  he  was  giveij 

Vbe  empi'  ^o  underfland,  by  an  officer  of  diitinAion,  under  the  i 

tors  in-    felemu  promifes  of  fecrecy,  that  the  emperor  (b  highly 

gratitudi  ftoted  hb  behavibur  to  him,  efpeci^ly  his  obliging  him  J 

/oBerrna-  acknowlege  the  Romjb  pontif,  that  he  ran  the  greateft  T' 

dcz.         if  he  d|d  not  quickly  and  privately  withdraw  himfetf. 

as  he  ftill  infifted  on  fedi^  and  fpeaking  to  his  maje 
he  ordered  two  of  his  officers  to  fcize  and  convey  him  to  < 
of  their  ambas,  or  craggy  Ugh  rocks,  already  dcfcribed  ^^  1 
prevent  his  ever  getting  out  of  his  dominions.  He  was,}u>ir:f 
ever,  ibon  refcu^  out  of  their  hands  by  his  brave  nepheHI 
Prevint$d  who,  when  blamed  for  it  by  the  emperor,  made  no  fcruple  ( 
iy  Don  ^  tdl  him,  that  he  had  done  nothing  unworthy  of  his  ch 
Souza       jler,  iareTcumg  their  patriarch  out  of  the  hands  of  atyri 
Jfrwi  being  ^ho  knew  only  to  return  evil  for  good ;  and  that  he  muft  1 
trnprifon-   gxpcft  that  he,  or  his  Portuguefcy  ftiould  ever  fufier  aj 
'  of  .theirs,  who  had  done  him  fuch  iignal  fervfces,  to  be  ( 

Newftra-  ardly  given  up  to  his  refentment.    Claudius^  findiag  themfij 
tagem  of  refolutc  in  his  defence,  vouchiafed  to  invite  him  ^ain  to  Jitf 
tbe  mfe-  prefence,  loaded  him  with  fulibme  carcfles,  and  appantti 
^ib'^oti^'  ^^^^^  ^°^  income  of  20,000  crowns  per  aftnum^  as  patriarch  to 
£uefe.      *^"* »  whilft  Jofeph,  now  arrived  in  his  dominions,  was  de- 
•      *      dared  Abuna  of  the  Jbtffines.    To  prevent  thdr  making  anf 
refiftance  to  this  eftablifhment,  he  bethought  himfelf  of  feno* 
ing  them  into  fome  diftant  province,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Calks f  and  of  the  kingdom  of  Jdel^  where  he  was  (enable 
they  (hould  meet  \tdth  but  a  cold  welcome  from  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  be  continually  harafled  by  their  neighbours  (C). 

Accoao- 
*  Sec  before,  p.  94,  &  fcq. 

(C)  He  made  choice  of  t}ie    and  Bale,  which  he  had  lately 
tWQ  (mall  kingdoms  of  Dowftro    bellowed  on  his  favouriteA^s^^' 

4  op^'* 
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AccautiNGLT  they  were  fcarcely  feuled  there,  before  the     .. 
ooFeraor  of  that  territory  bcgaa  to  lay  his  treacherous  de* 
%Qs  for  cuttk^  them  all  q^;  and  would  eflfeAually  have 
Iduie  it,  had  they  not  beea  conftantly  upon  thdr  guard, 
||pd  had  recourie  at  length  to  a  ftratagem»  which  they 
jSad  often  tried  withfucceS,  and  which  would^  at  one  lucky 
jteke,  rid  them  of  a  foe  fo  mudi  fuperior  to  them  in  num- 
' :  for,  in  other  refpefts,  they  were  fuch  puflllanimous 
ds,  that  they  refufed  to  attack  them,  as  foon  as  they 
themfelves  obferved  by  the  enemy,  tiQ  Calido  him* 
appeared,  and  obliged  them  to  move  forward;  liftle 
ming  of  the  imminent  danger  he  was  in  :  for  as  he  was  ^**|w- 
(Sfily  known  by  his  drefs,  he  was  no  fooner  come  within  'HT"^^  ^ 
lach  of  their  mulket-fhot,  than  feven  of  their  beft  markf-  ^^^ 
lea,  who  had  been  pofted  in  the  front,  let  fly  at  him  at-jf*^^ 
1,  even  before  the  onfet  had  begun ;  fo  that  the  reft,  (ee- 
tlieir  comnaander  dead  before  them,  immediately  hxdTke  refl 
their  arms,  and  readily  promifed  to  fubmit,  and  fdijjubmt  t9 
tributc'to  them  ;  which  thef^  accordingly  did.    This  ^^^* 
icky  hit  procured  them  four  months  refpite ;  and  rfie  em- 
,  who  always  looked  upon  Calido  with  a  jealous  eye,  was 
Ids  agreeably  furprifed  at  the  news  of  his  death,  and  fent 
mellenger  to  congratulate  them  upon  their  fuccefs. 
At  the  end  of  the  four  months,  they  received  a  frefli  mef-    i  JJ  J* 
p  from  him,  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  Gallas  would  f^  »^f*' '''' 
pour  in  their  numerous  forces  upon  their  little  camp;  as  ^l^^J^",?^ 
_y  accordingly  did,  and  made  fcveral  attempts  upon  the  '^'9 J  *^ 
linence  on  which  they  were  then  advantageoufly  pofted,  ^^f^^'^ 
tting  the  fpace  of  ten  or  twelve  days.     The  Portugue/e, 
lri^4ared  not  come  out  of  their  camp,  killed  great  numbers 
rf  them  with  their  fire-arms,  as  long  as  their  powder  laftpd : 
^i  that  bdngiiow  wanting,  and  they  being  in  expeAat^on  of 

*  See  the  laft  note, 

Jon  his  marriage  >yith  the  wi-  thcfc  provinces,    and  thereby 

wof  the  king  of  JJei,  as  has  greatly  diminifh  his  own.     To   ' 

i  Wen  already  hinted^ ;  and,  after  crulh  them  more  elFeftjially,  the 

;  diat  traitor  s  death,  had  given  king  immediately  raifed  7O00 

I  Ae  government  of  it  to  one  horle,  6000  foot,  and  600  arch- 

Gi&V»,  whom  he  knew  to  hate  ers,  againft  their  little  fquadvon, 

Ae  Fortuguefcy    and  would  be  which,  our  author  tells  uSj  hard-* 

IHil  a  more  inveterate  enemy  to  '  ly  confifted  now  of  150  men 

them,  as  they  were  to  be  main*  (ai ). 
laintd  out  of  the  revenue  of 

^  '  (£|)  Sirmai.  tAi  fiff, 

0^4  ^  ^^ 
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Their  the  cmperor's  arrival,  they  fet  themfelves  about  making  it 
trove  de-  the  country  abounding  with  faltpetrc  and  wood,  till  h< 
fence,  brought  them  a  frefh  fupply.  Upon  his  arrival,  and  feeii^ 
fo  great  a  part  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  almoft  depopulated  b] 
Tbeempi'  thofe  barbarians,  he  not  Only  fwobned  atvay,  and  continuec 
^^m  '*'  fenfelefs  a  confiderable  time,  but  was  in  danger  of  lofing  hi 
^'^^^  reafon,  through  excefs  of  grief.  Th6y  took  that  opportunit] 
f  ?^  ^"_  to  induce  him  to  be  again  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rmt 
^^l  and  to  her  patriarch,  and  to  give  him  hopes,  that  if  he  did.  Pro 

vidence  would  not  fail  of  proving  more  favourable  to  him 
Takes  a  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  them,  and  ordered  them  to  follow  him; 
prottrefs  which  they  did  through  feveral  of  his  provinces,  fome  a 
^th  them  which  had  refufed  their  tribute,  and  others  were  ready  tt 
through  follow  their  example ;  and,  by  their  help,  reduced  the  one  t( 
Jomerfhh  their  duty,  and  over-awed  the  reft. 

provinces.  This  expedition  being  ended  %  about  winter  they  defird 
to  return  to  the  province  of  Beth  Miriam^  where  he  had  allot 
The  fatri'  ^^^  l)\tm  lands  to  live  on.  Bermitdez  followed  them  thither; 
archclofely  ^^^  ^^^  Cafpar  de  Souza^  who  was  their  commander,  had 
'watched,  ftrl^^  prders  to  prevent  his  making  his  efcape ;  whiJft  othcn 
of  his  AbiJJines  were  enjoined  to  have  a  watchful  eye  ovfl 
him,  and  even  to  kill  him,  if  he  attempted  it.  To 'prevent, 
therefore,  his  defign  being  difcovered  (for  he  was  refolved  d 
all  hazards  to  try  to  give  that  untraftable  monarch  the  flipi 
he  pretended  to  be  laid  up  with  the  gout,  and  to  want  a  chanffl 
of  air ;  and,  during  his  nephew's  abfencc,  told  the  principal 
of  the  province,  that  he  was  going,  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  to  the  monaftery  of  Deharowa ;  and  hoped  that  M 
prayers  of  the  good  monks  there  would  contribute  to  it.  Bjf 
this  artifice,  he  found  means  to  crofs  the  kingdom  of  7?g« 
with  only  eight  faith&l  fervants ;  and,  after  many  windings 
and  ftratagems,  had  the  good  fortune  to  reach  it,  without 
being  flopped  or  fufpefted.  Here  he  met  with  an  affeftionarc 
recepticMi  from  the  monks,  and  other  Portuguefe ;  but  was 
forced  to  keep  himfelf  concealed  \  or  rather  confined,  nq^ 
two  whole  years  (D),  before  he  could  find  an  opportunity  to 

*  BERM17D.  ubifup.  Teller,  &L0B0,  paff.        ^  Tiliez* 

(D)  That  this  laft  was  his  fmall  joy  to  welcome  him,  ^ 
/  cafe,  appears  from  fbme  fur-  earneilly  to  intreat  him  not  to 
ther  particulars  which  he  him-  offer  to  run  away,  but  to  retarA 
felf  gives  of  his  ftay  there,  and  to  the  emperor }  which  laft  ^ 
deferve  to  be  here  fabjoined.  abfolutcly  refufed  ;  but,  to  con- 
Soon  after  his  arriv'al,  theBahr-  ccal  his  defign  from  hifflt  ^<^^^ 
nagafh  of  that  country,  a  well-  him,  that  he  only  defired  to 
wiwr  to  him,  came  with  no  fpend  the  reft  of  his  days  in  a 

ncigbboBT-, 
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get  to  die  ifland  of  Mazowa,  on  the  Red  Sea,  ^vhere  he  wa§ 
toimbarkfor  Goa,  m  a  (hip  yrhich  was  likewife  to  take  in,  an 
Jtiffinian  ambafTador,  whom  the  emperor  was  fending  thither 
to  the  viceroy.  He  arrived  fafe  at  that  ifland,  after  a  variety  of 
difficulties  and  dangers,  in  the  year  1556;  and  was  likely  to 
Baeet  with  a  frefti  obftruftion  from  the  ambaflador,  who,  fur- 
prifed  to  find  him  there,  whom  he  thought  to  have  been 
clofely  confined  within  fome  ftrong  amha  of  the  empire,  re- 
ftffed  to  go  on  board,  if  the  patiiarch  was  fufFered  to  ga 
with  him.  The  captain  of  the  gallies,  whofe  name  was  Doa 
Antonio  Peixoto,  however,  paid  fo  much  regard  to  the  pre- 
late, that  he  readily  took  him  on  board  his  own  ve/Tel ;  up- 
on which,  the  envoy  went  back  as  foon  as  he  faw  him  on 
Board,  rightly  judging  that  he  fhould  meet  but  with  an  in- 
different welcome  from  the  viceroy  of  Coa,  if  Bermudez  iailed 
tluther  with  him,  and  perhaps  a  much  worfe  from  the  em- 
panor  at  his  return. 

'  As  to  what  happened  to  the  patriarch  after  his  arrival  at 
-Cody  it  being,  beiide  our  prefeht  fubjeft,  we  fliall  only  add, 
that,  after  feveral  frefti  dangers  and  difafters,  he  happily  ar- 
•iived  at  Ltftont  where  he  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from 


249 

Makes  hi$ 
efcape  to 
Mazwa«  . 

1556, 


Sails  far 
Goa  and- 

Liiboa* 


neighbouring  hermitage,  dedi- 
CMed  to  the  Virgin  Mary.   The 
[feihr-nagafh    then  begged  of 
•Jbi,  that  he  would  repeal  the 
ireadful  fentence  of  excommu- 
aication*  which  he  had  fulmi- 
nated againft  the  emperor  and 
lis  fobje^s ;  promifing,  on  that 
condition,  to  obtain  bis  maje- 
fkf%  permiffion  for  his  retiring 
to  the  hermitage ;  and  accord- 
ingly fent  an  exprefs  to  him  a- 
1x>nt  it.     The  mefTenger  being 
retamed  in  a  few  days,  brought 
word,  that  his  maje^y  was  ir- 
itconciieable  to  him,  for  having 
branded  him  with  the  names  of 
htretic  and  excommunicate ;  that, 
if  it  had  not  been  out  of  regard 
to  the  Portuguife^  he  would  have 
long  ago  put  him  to  death.  He 
nd£d,  that  he  was  a  traitor,  a 
forfworn  wretch,  who  had  vio- 
lated the  oath  he  had  taken  to 
him,  not  to  ftlr  out  of  his  do- 


minions without  his  leave;  and 
concluded  with  an  exprefscharge 
to  that  officer  to  have  him  nar- 
rowly watched,  and  to  take  par- 
ticular care  of  him. 

Not  long  after,  whilftthe 
Bahr-nagam  was  gone  to  court; 
Bermudez.  received  the  news  of 
Don  Antonio  Peixpto'^  arrival 
with  his  two  gallies  at  the 
ifland  oLMaz'vja  ;  a  few  days 
after  which,  the  church  of  Our 
Lady  at  Deharwa  being  by  fome 
accident  burnt  down  to  the 
ground,  he  made  that  a  pre- 
tence for  going  over  to  that 
ifland,  in  order  to  beg  fome 
money  of  thofe.  Portugueje  to^- 
wards  the  rebuilding  of  it ;  and. 
by  that  artifice,  over- reached 
the  Bahr-nagafli  and  the  Ahif- 
fnes,  who  had  the  charge  of 
him,  and  imbarked  in  one  ot 
the  gallies  for  Goa  (22), 


(2S)  Bermud,  uhi  fuf.  ad  fin.  caf. 
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king  Ste^hen^  who  had  by  that  time  fucceeded  John  III.  anc 
obtained  a  handfome  maintenance  from  him  during  the  ref 
of  his  life* 
His  plain      Th  u  s  ended  the  patriarch-comnuffion,  after  a  refidence,  oi 
account     rather  troublefome  confinement,  of  above  thirty  years  in  th( 
wmhy  rf  jUiJJinian  dominions.  Upon  wWch  account,  his  plain  relation 
credit.       jQ  yg  appears  the  more  authentic,  as  he  had  an  opportunity 
feeing  many  places  in  it,  to  which  the  Jefuits,  ever  fufpeft( 
in  thofe  parts,  were  denied  accefs,  and  confequently  of  beio 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  a  much  greater  number  of  tranl 
aftions  than  they,  who  were  kept  at  a  great  diflance  fron 
the  court,  and  other  fcenes  of  aftion.   Thofe  that  have  writ 
ten  any  thing  concerning  that  empire,  fince  their  cxpulfii 
out  of  it,  plainly  appear  to  have  afFefted,  from  motives 
refentment,  to  esaenuate  the  power  and  grandeur  of  its  moi 
archs  ;  and  Tellez  himfelf  hath  not  fcrupled   to  reprefei 
that,  which  is  in  the  frontifpiece  of  his  book,  as  a  negro  hal 
naked,  quite  contrary  to  the  defcription  which  Bermude: 
Pcncet,  and  Gregory  the  Mijfmian  abbot,  have  given  us  i 
fhe  eon- ,  them.    We  (hall  conclude  his  relation  with  fome  obfenw 
ilufion  of  ^Jqu5  ^ith  which  he  clofes  his  own,  to  the  prince  to  vA< 
'^^!Pa7  *^^  dedicates  it ;  and  which,  in  his  plain,  yet  zealous,  way 
^^^  ^  ^'  exprefling,  gives  us  a  much  clearer  infight  into  the  ends 
views  of  the  pope  and  king  of  Portugal  in  fending  the-^^j 
nian  emperors  fitch  a  feafonable  aid,  than  we  could  ever  | 
from  the  writings  of  all  his  other  cautious  brethren.    Tb< 
are  to  this  effedt : 

^^  We  have  been  looked  upon,  and  given  over,  in  tk 
"  country;  as  altogether  loft  beyond  -  recovery  ;  and  it 
«*  wholly  owing  to  the  little  care  that  hath  been  taken 
•*  us,  that  our  expedition  hath  proved  of  fo  finall  advantage 
•*  and  your  highnefe  will  permit  me  to  alfiire  you,  that  oi 
**  affairs  were  brought  to  fuch  a  ftate,  that,  if  we  had  bc< 
/  "  duly  fupplied  with  freih  recruits,  we  fliould  h^ve  prove 
**  fo  ftrong,  and  gaixied  fucli  authopty  over  the  emperor,  thJ 
*'  he  muft,  whether  he  would  or  no^  have  fnbmitted  to  \k 
**  church ;  and  the  peo^e,  by  our  preaching  and  commerc 
**  with  them,  muft  have  abjured  the  errors  of  the  AUxaA 
•*  drian  church.  The  converfion  of  the  Abtffinians;  wouMj 
^*  have  proved  fb  much  the  eafier,  as  they  have  no  pr6ud  anw 
**  and  arrogant  men  amongft  them,  but  are  pious,  humbl^ 
"  and  fincerely  zealous  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  rcadi^ 
•*  yield  themfdves  up  to  conviftion  g. 

(  Ibid,  ad  &L  ' 


r 

f  C  4» ,  ibe,Empki  of  AUflinki 

**  k^n  as  to  the  tempcdral  advantage,  it  might  have  proved 
**  fuch  as  neither  Peru^  with  all  its  gold,'nor  the  Indies ^  with 
*'  their  vaft  commerce,  would  have  been  able  to  outweigh. 
**  There  is  a  much  greater  quantity  pf  gold  to  be  found  ia 
**  the  kingdom  of  Damot,  and  fome  others  that  border  upon 
**  it,  than  in  the  whole  continent  of  Peru,  and  much  more 
*'  eafy  to  be  come  at,  without  that  vaft  expencc,  and  thofe 
"  continual  wars,  which  attend  the  procuring  it  from  the 
«  latter  (E)." 

CLAU- 


?5« 


(E)  We  have  elfewhexe  ta- 
J^en  notice  of  the  great  qoan- 
tkj  of  that  metal  which  is 
^li^mght  into  the  empire  from 
kingdom  of  Narea  {2»3), 
^  is  contiguous  to  that  of 
^tkmot.  This  author  elfewhere 
•ns  another  province  in 
neighbourhood,  inhabited 
GentileSjWhofe  lord  is  tribu- 
tQ  thre  Abijpnian  monarchs 
4).  This  province  the  empe- 
CUnuGus  took  in  his  way,  in 
laft  progrefs  he  made  with 

KTartugue/e  through  the  re* 
ft  parts  of  his  empire,  be- 
ittfie  the  lord  of  it  had  cevoliedy 
HaA  was  then  at  wai  with  th« 
Ul^dfim  d  Damoi,   ajid  iient 
inmtidivi  to  him  to.  r^oce  him 
||:  ^r  perfuafioni   which  he 
ueordingTy  did,  and  waited  on 
m  amjeHy  with  a  vaft  qvatitity 
as  gold.  The  reception  hemet 
MA  proved^ oUiging  te^hini, 
Ibt,  as  aa  acknowlegemeiitof 
j^  he  isiviiedi  him  siwhb/'flr* 
^ftrfrtxi  come  ii»to  hi^  QBsjprito- 
ties,  where  he  would  (hew  him 
what  prodigious  quantities  of 
gpld' they  produced.     Theivay 
to  it  is  .acrofs  a  Urge  river,with- 
Oirteidier  bridge  orfary-boat; 
ttid  thofe  whp  are  permitted  to 
go  over  it  to  fetch  that  metal, 
make  uie  of  buffaloes  brought 


up  to  it,  who  draw  them  acrofs 
by  their  tails,  and  pay  a  certain 
duty  to  the  lord.  The  land  on 
the  other  fide  appears  of  a  red- 
diih  brown  hue,  and  the  dufl 
that  is  bxrought  from  thence 
yields  two  parts  ^  gold  to  one 
of  earth  (25). 

The  emperor  having  fully 
fatisfied  himfelf  of  the  truth  of 
this  by  the  men  he  ient  over 
that  river,  and  the  efiay  which 
was  made  of  the  ore,  advifed 
the  lord  or  owner  of  it  to  be>-> 
come  a  ChrtftiaB;  which  he 
readily  complied  with,  and  was 
baptized  by  an  AhiJJtntast  prelate 
cf  Debra  Libanos,  He  then 
complained  to  that  monarch  of 
fome  vety  bad  neighbours  he 
had  about  hitn,  who  committed 
cruel  ravages  in  his  dominions, 
and  begged  the  afltftance  0/  the 
Fortuguefe  againft  them  j  who, 
with  bis  permiffion  went,  and 
put  whole  provinces  of  them  to 
^e  and'fword,  and  returned 
laden  with  the  rich^  ^oil,  parr 
ticularly  gbld  and  precious 
flones,  befides  a  good  number 
of  (laves. 

Thus  it  appears  very  plain 
what  this  miffion  and  foccou^s 
from  Portugal  ainwd  at ;  afid 
what  indeed  muft  have  been  th« 
fate  of  the  Abijfin^  monarchs,- 


{%%)  See  iefore,  p,  1%. 
Vide  ^  TtiUm  Q  *€L  Jup^  tiuf. 


(14)  Btrmtid,  ubi  /«•/• 


(25)  II  ibn\ 
and 
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Clau-  CLAUD  lUS,  though  vexed  at  the  cfcape  6f  the  patrl-  ^ 

djusV        arch,  who,  without  all  queftion,  would  now  ufe  his  utmoft 
^a"*'a'  *^  efforts  at  the  courts  of  Rome  and  UJhon  for  freft  fupplie»| 
the  other    j^q^j^  ^f  troops  and  miffionaries,  to  carry  on  their  politic^ 
ffuefc'       views  againft  his  church  and  empire,  took  all  poffible  care, ' 
•       '       during  the  fhort  remainder  of  his  reign,  to  prevent  their  en- 
trance into  his  dominions,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  Ihewed  him- 
felf  very  generous,  in  all  refpefts,  to  thofe  that  remained,  by 
giving  them  fertile  lands  to  live  on,  and  to  enjoy  their  rich 
plunder  in  peace ;  not  doubting  but  that  they  would  become 
now  more  traftable  and  fubmiffive  to  him,  their  zealous  pa- 
triarch being  got  fo  far  from  them.     He  had  not,  however, 
enjoyed  long  this  pleafmg  profpeft,  before  he  faw  it  unex- 
pcftedly  troubled  by  the  arrival  of  a  new  patriarch  from 
Gda,  who  quickly  revived  the  old  claim  of  his  predeceflor 
with  as  great  aiTiduity  and  vehemence  :  for  thofe  two  courti 
were  fo  far  from  dreaming  of  the  ill-fuccefs  of  the  old  oa^ 
that  they  thought  of  nothing  lefs  than  to  fee  themfelves,  in^ 
Ignatius     fhort  time,  matters  of  the  whole  empire ;  and  the  famous 
Loyola      Ignatius  Loyola  was  taking  all  proper  meafures  to  introduce 
promotes  a  .^^^  {i^xAs,  fome  of  his  newly-founded  fraternity  in  it,  aod  i 
n^  mtj'   ^Qy^^  willingly  have  gone  tliither  himfelf,  if  the  pope  had  ; 

not  declared  againft  it  ^, 
A  new  pa-      ^^^  ^^  greater  magnificence  of  this,  new  miflion,  it  wai 
triarcb      agreed  that  the  king  of  Portugal  fhould  fend  Don  Ferdinand 
and  am-     de  Soufa  as  his  ambaflador  to  the  Jhiffinian  .court,  along  ^vitb 
haJJ^font    Don  Nunez  de  Barreto,  the  new  patriarch.    Thcfe,  accoia- 
into  Edii-  panied  by  Don  Andreas  de  Oviedo,  with*  the  title  of  bifliop  of ! 
opia*         Nicaa,  and  father  Gonzajo  de  Sylveira,  with  that  of  bifhopof  | 
HierapoliSf  and  fome  others,  embarked  foi*  Goa  on  the  I5th'l 
of  March^  and  arrived  there  pn  the  13th  of  September  foUoWi  j 
ing,  anno  1556.     Here  they  were  quickly  apprifed  pf  the] 
difierent  ftate  of  that  empii^e  from  what  th^y  ^peAed,  and  { 
therefore  refolved  not  to  expofe  dtber  the  patriarch  or  aiU"  [ 
Daffador  to  the  refentment  of  the  emperor,  but  to  fend  thi- 
ther firft  Don  Andreas  de  Qviedo,  vnih  fome  of  hb  compa*' 

^  TxLx^Ez,  CoDiGN,  LoBO,  LvDoi^PH,  k  al.  ubi  fup. 

and  their  vaft  dominions,    if  tion,  a  fpiritual  one  to  the  pope 

tbofe  few  Portuguefe  had  been,  and  church  of  Rome,  and  a  tein- 

coniUncly  fupplied  with,  freih  poral  one  to  the  P^r/s;^^  mon* 

recruits,  arms,  and  ammufiitioii,  archs ;  either  of  which  was  too 

{torn  Europe,  Nothing  lefs  than  heavy  for  them  to  bear,  and 

a  double  (lavery  mod  have  been  much  more  fo  when  joined  aod 

the  confequence  of  that  expedi-  dofely  linked  together. 

panioQS ; 


Cj^  she  Empire  i/AbiflTima.  253 

moos ;  who  accor4ingly  failed  thence  in  foiir  fmall  Teflels, 
a^d  arrived  zxjirkico  about  the  end  of  March,  the  enfuingyear, 
and  thence  travelled  by  land  to  the  monaftery  of  Deharowa^ 
vherc  the  Bahr*nagaih  Ifaac  refided.     This  was  the  fame 
who  had  formerly  introduced  Don  Chriftopber  dd  Coma  into 
Abt§mia ;  and  as  he  had  fome  private  views  in  favouring  the^Oviedo 
Pottuguefe,  and  was  not  without  great  hopes»  by  their  means^  '^^^^  '"'7 
of  making  himfelf  maftcr  of  the  kingdom  of  Ttgte,  one  ^'T''^. 
the  largeft  and  ridicft  in  the  whcde  empire,  received  ^^*^^!^^ 
with  great  pomp  and  courteoufnefs.     This  happened  to  be  nagailu 
at  a  time  when  the  Mohmnmedan  Moors  had  made  fome.cpnr 
liderahle  conquefts  on.  that  fide^'and  were  marching  Aill 
nearer  to  Debarowa  ;  fo  that  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  continue 
long  there,  he  difpatchod  a  meflenger  with  ^'  letter  to  ac> 
qnaint  ^he*  emperor  of  his  arrival,  and  the  occafion  of  it,  and 
t»  beg  to  be  admitted  to  an  pfudience  as  fo6h  as  poffible.  The 
cffijperor  readily  confented  to  it/  and  the  bifhotJ  and  his  con^    * 
fafijr,  yho'made  a  mofl,  gallant  ftiew  in  thar  march,  met 
with  a  very  gracious  reception  from  him.    'Oviedo  being  in^  h/'  oudir 
trodnced  into  his  prefence  by  the  Bahr-nagafh  with  great  fo-  ^»^^  ^ 
lannity» .  immediately  acquainted  him  with  his  commii{ion  j  ^^^^*  . 
and  that  the  pope  and  king  of  Portugal  expedled  no  Jel^ 
iom  him  than  an  dfedual  and  fpeedy  performance  of  his 
'fatncr  engagements  to  them'.  ...    .  ^    ^ 

i'^B  ddivered  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  emperor  could 
Sot' prevent  his  dillike  and  refentment  from  appearing  in  his 
iJok^.    At  length  recoUeding  himfelf,  he  ireprefented  to  him 
Mic 'difficulty  there  would  be  to  perfiiade  his  fubjefts,  who 
liad  always  acknowleged  the  ^Alexandrian  patriarch  as  head 
of  thdr  church,  to  confent  now  to  fuch  a  change ;  h6we»«rer, 
he  proittifed  that  he  would  advife  with  his.couocil,  and  his 
learned -men,  about  it;  and  accordingly  confented  that  the 
natter'  (hould  be'  fairly  debated  between  him  and  them. 
Oviedd  jtrftly  ^looked  upon   all  this  a^  a  pretence  to  gain 
time,  cfpecially  as  the  emperor,  who  often  aflifted  at  thdr 
Meetings,  made  ufe  of  fuch  ftrong  arguments  as  they  could 
kardly  withftand  ;.  and  therefore  chofe  to  write  againft,  all  Utter 
their  errors  ;  and  when  he  thought  that  he, had  maftercd  and  to  the 
fe$cieatly  confuted  them  all,  he  delivered  them  to  his  ma-  emferwr^ 
jefty ;  who,  on  his  fide  did  not  fail  to  anfwer  him  in  the  fame 
^\-  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  it  did  not  convince  him, 
yet  gave  him  fufHcient  caufe  to  think  that  he  would  never  be 
p^vailed'  upon  to  fubmit  ^q  thp  pope  or  Roman  church  (F). 

This 

(F)  What  is  fomewhat  fw    arch's  behaviour  towards  this 

Y^%  in  tbat  |eneroas  mon-    prel^tr^is  that  he  neither  offered 

to     ^ 


retire* 

meat. 
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Excommu'  This  imercoiufc  lafted  till  the  latter  end  of  December  1558, 
nUatory  \^en  the  bifiiop  thought  fit  to  withdraw  faimfeif  (rem  court, 
letter^  fl»^wludi  hc  did  IB  Ftbrmry  followiag,  and  only  icft  a  drailikv 
as  VMe%  calls  it,  but  was  rather  an  infolent,  letter  behind  hinv 
addrefled  to  his  Pcrtugutfe^  and  their  converts,  and  ca«tioa» 
ing  them  agahift  cofiverfiiig  with  fchifmatics;  condudiag, 
with  an  earneft  'Cxfaol'tstiOB  to  the  Abifines  to  forlake  thdr 
O'rors,  alid  fubiint  to  ^.Ronuoi  chttrch. 

All.  diis  while  the  enqseror  was  making  great  preparatiom 
10  go  and  oppofe  the  progrefe  of  die  ferces  of  the  king  of 
AAslj  who  had  invaded  his  eaflem  dominions  with  a  power* 
fill  army,  commanded  by  aa  experienced  general,  adkdiVbri 


fft  detain  htm  prifoner,  as  he 
had  done  the^patriarCk  Bermu" 
ikx^  nor  fniered  any  of^  the  A- 
HB^nef  to  (hew  him  any  difre- 
ipefl ;  on  the  tQiitra]:y,beeven 
ieemed  touched  with  a  fenfe  of 
his  danger,  in  witlidrawing  him- 
felf  at  ^  time  when  his  way  to 
the  Red&ea  was  befet  with  Mo- 
hmmmcdan  Momy  who  would 
ibew  htm  no  mercy,  if  he  had 
the^isfortune  to  fall  into  their 
^iiiids :  mioBKich.  that  his  fear 
and  concern  for  him  is  faid  (26) 
to  have  made  Win  cry  ontj-^Aw/ 
rwhat  fwfll  becomk  of  the  foor  hi* 
\fij0P9  if  IJhpuld  chance  to  he  kill- 
id! 

ft  was,  howevw,  far  other- 
Wife  with  the  emprefs,  his  mo- 
dier,  who,  tho-  ooce  fo  ^great  a 
iriend  to  the  patriarch  aad  his 
fortuguefi^  and  had  (jLkea  fach 
pains  to  rectmcile  her  fon  to 
them  and  to  the  church  of  i?9«r^ 
was  now  become  one  of  their 
inpft  inveters^tc  enemies,  and 
the  itioft  ftrctmotfs  oppofcr  of 
the  re- onion  of  the  AhtJJiman 
diurch  Ufith  that  of  Rme.  But 
^  is  sot  nnlikety^  that  their  in* 
Ibknt  aad  tyjpaimic  behavio«ir» 


of  which  we  have  given  nanjE 
pvrgiuint  inftaneea,  w^^  the«(^ 

cafion  of  this  change  (27).  Na^ 
ther  will  the  good  bifhop  Qmt 
Wjp's  circulatory,  or,  to  fpeajlf 
more  properly,  excommtbict^ 
tory  letter  give  theni,  or  Ds,  i 
more  favourable  proof  of  hh 
paftoral  charity.  It  was  to  tldi 
purport :  •*  We  do,  by  this  ert 
^*  ftntenoe,  decree  anddednH^ 
''  allthepeopkofJ?r/^l99^^ 
*<  refttfe  to  iubmit  to(heJio^ 
"  A^iRtfff  church,  the  nabther  of 
'<  all  churches,excommuQicaO^ 
**  fcff.  For  which  reafon,  wt 
•*  charge  all  our  fpiritua}  dnl- 
**  drcn  to  feparate  themfdvei 
"  wholly  from  them.  AttdastO 
*'  the  Etbispiiotsy  we  earn  tkm 
^  over  to  the  feateace  of  tte 
''  cberch,  to  be  pufiifhed  by  it 
''  either  in  their  per^^ns  or 
"  goods^  either  publicly  or  pri- 
"  vateJy,  and  to  be  treated  with 
**  mercy  or  fe verity,  according 
"  a^  their  amendment  doia 
•'  moTe  or  Icfs  dcferve.  Given 
**  at  our  church  of  DoUm,  Fe- 
*•  brumy  ad,  1559.  jS^gnd 
««  Andreas^  bifiiOp  of  Oier^ 
'*  (a8). 


(06)  Ewan,  Fervandet&^$  tetter  to  F.Jac.  Laynex,  rc6i.  Telleat,  Uhifup,  l^ 
'  11.  f .  ay.  &  a/, /up.  citat,  (27)  Tell^x,  &  al,  ubifup.  La  Croze,  Bif*  da  , 

ia^ifiiamfmt  d'£ti>iopie,  1607.      ^ig)  U.  Aid.  f^  »76,  &  fef,  Vidi  fif  CW/«'» 
,i;hurti0,9f£thitfi<',M*mn 

or 


or  Mmr^  a  man  wiio  diea  burned  with  impstience  to  fevcnge  Noor,  a 
Ks  father's  death,  who  had  been  killed,  with  the  Moor  Cranie^  Moorifh 
^t  the  ^ttle  of  Ognroy  lately  meodcmed ;  and-  had  watched  gtwtr^t 
iA  opportunities  to  ma^e  himfelf  thoroiig^y  acquainted  urith  i^^*^^ 
ibe  feength  and  ftatc  of  the  caipire.    Bong  at  iei^^  m-  Ediiopia, 
ibtmed  that  Claudins'sfcxc^  were  ndther  very  aumero^,  nor 
«dl*difciplined  enough  to  make  head  againfl  his  own»  which 
had  been  long  innred  to  the*  invading  trade,  he  entered  faia 
domimoos.wltfa  a  grant  army  of  foot,  and  1700  horfe,  p«ttii^ 
r^il  to. fire  and  fword  where^ever  1^  came,  till  Idsprogrefe 
WHS  (lopped  by  the  Ab^jjine  forces,  which  came  to  meet  him, 
irefli  all  the  fpeed  they  could,  with  their  monarch,  at  tiwa: 
head^  .    . 

.   T9&T  met  accordingly  in  a  fpacious  plain,  fit  for  the  pnr-  The  Ahif- 
pofey  and  the  two  ariones  engaged  with  the  greateift  e^emeb  fines  put 
Im  botih  fides ;  but  the  Jb^nes^  who  were  quite'  nndifdp-  tofiigbu, 
Ib^,  no  fooner  felt  die  ftiry  of  die  firft  onfet,  duantbey 
Aiiew  down  thdr  arms,  and  fled  with  thdr  nfual  fpe^,  mA 
H^  their  fovereign  i|i  the  gneateft  dateger  and  exiremltjr.  Tfas 
Portuguefei  who  h^d  been  called  on  this  occafion,  tmt- wet; 

C9  dwindled  to  lefs  than  150,  behaved  with  tiieir  <nfn4 
very,  as  long  as  th^y  mxc  «bk ;  whiifi  he,  Uke  awiib  and  fhemfe^ 
.itflre^  warrior.  Hill  ftrndc  tetror  among  the  soifidtils,  and  r^rV 
Htm  'm^y  of  them  widk  Ms  own  hnird.    At  lengrfi  being  ^^^^ 
^Mufetf  qnite  ovei^wset«d  by  «iambet«,  for&ken  by  Iris  '4a^  ^^^^' ;; 
f|kardly  troops,  ^nnd^  with  only  oi^ceen  Portuguefe^  isSt  ^«»«*«'^» 
:  irfi^kl  himfelf,  he  ri^ed  \Hth  tmm,  whh  mofe  (my  tltaii 
:  Iwdeoce,'  upon*  "the  enemy,  by  ivfcom  he  was  foorn  pierced 
«flli  wounds,  and  ended  his  life  and  reign  by  an  honoinifable 
Aeath,  in  the  month  tf  March  1 5^,'Cff,  according  10  Other^    iS59t 
**559-     The  Moors^  now  become  viftors,  and  msrflers  of 
^  ^  field  of  battle,  purfued  their  advantage  with  tfietr  iifoa( 
l^reedinefs,   fiew  great  numbers  di  the  fugitives,  ^look  % 
||pe^ter  number  of  them  prifoners,  and  plundered  the  Abijfme 
camp  of  an  immenfe  wealth.     Noor^   the  Adelian  general,  Noor!i 
huTing  gained  fo  complete  a  viftory,  immediately  returned  tqfingular^ 
Jdely  laden  with  fpoUs  and  laurels,  and  was  every-where  re-  bumlitft 
fdved  with  acclamations  of  joy,  but  more  efpecially  in  his 
faafter's  capital,  into  which  he  chofe  to  make  his  iMitry, 
l&ottnted  on  an  afs  ;  alleging,  that  as  God  alone,  for  whom 
lie  fonght,  had  given  him  the  viftory,  fp  all  the  glory  of  it 
'was  due  to  him  only,    A  wonderful  inftance  of  moderatioii 
JliaQ  infidel,  &y§  our  ^u^hoj,  %n4  4t  to  confound  the  Chri^ 


256  yW  African  Hifiar^  pf  R  XVI. 

ftians,  who  are  generally  f  ufied  up  with  vanity  upon  every, 
finall  fucccfs  *.  -  ! 

7hiimfe»      This  was  the  unfortunate  end  of  the  wife  and  brave  em-: 
rorU  me-    peroT  XHaudius,  or  Jfnaf^Segued  (which  kft  name  he  took  at 
m^ry^uM'    ysi  accei&on.to  theicroissm)  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  and  if 
^ifffJ       ^^  e^htecnth,  or,  according  to  Ludolpk^  nineteenth  of  hil 
9y^-      reign;  during  all  which,  even  in  his  minority,  heftillfliBf.i 
nuoufly  oppo&d  the.  incroachments  of  the  patriarch  BeramA 
deZf  i^  godfather,  and  of  his.  miiiianaiies,  in  confequeoco' 
of  the  great  conceflions  which  his  father  had  made  to  them  «; 
fo  that  he  never  gave  them  any  hopes  of  his  fubmit ting  Inr 
the  church  of  Bomef  but  when  he  was  on  the  brink  of  lofmj^' 
his  empire  ;  but  the  danger  over,  he  found  means  to  evadd 
the  execution,  of  his  moft  folemn  promifcs.    And  it  is  to  tlus!i 
his  frequent  breach  of  his  word,  and  ftiffrefufal  to  coippiii 
•    ^,       with  their  demands,  that  thofe  good  fathers  afcribe  all  lus  ijlji 
fuccefs  and  untimely  end,  as  well  as;  all  the  difafters  thaM 
happened  in  the  empu*e  after  his  death ;..  as  if  it  was  indeed  ail 
more  hdnous  crime  in  him  to  elude  the  performance  of  .fucl^ 
promifes,  which  h^d  been  extorted  frdm  him  in  his  cxtremiH 
danger,  and  contrary  to  his  confcience,  and  the  dedarati< 
and  learned  [defence  he  bad  cauCsd  to  be.  publlihed  of 
faith,  itHan  it  was  for  them  to  extort  and  infiil  on  thofe 
^ijiife^,  knowings  them  to  be  fuch ;  for  how.  much  foever  thqr' 
have  thought  fit  to  blacken  a^d  tarntfti  bis  memory,  on 
account,  yet  he  always  jtfted  toward?  them  with  an    _    _ 
frankneft,  and  open  prcrfeflton  of  his  faiUi,  not  only  iii  thoftJ^ 
difputes  which  he  allowed  them  to  huve  with  his  clergy,  an(f  < 
wherein  he  often  aflifted,  and  repelled  their  arguments  with  J 
fuch  ftrength  and  reafotn,  as  furprifed  them  all;  but  muckj 
Nil  con-    roore  in  that  public  confeffion  of  his  faith  above-mentipnedgi 
fejton  of  the  fujn  and  fubftance  of.  which  the  reader  may  fee  in  th*. 
faitb.     '  margiB  (Q) ;  for  wb^  was  this  but  an  open  aj)^  fmcere  ap* 

.p«il  I 

*  Tellkz,  1.  ii.  c.  27.  LoBO,  Litdolfh,  &  al. 

(G)  The  confeffion  of  faith  my  flock,  which  is  within  the 

of  Clqudius  king  of  Ethiopia.  inclofare  of  my  kingdom. 

We  believe  in  one  God,  and 

In  the  name  of  the  Fatber^Son,  in  his  only  Son  Jesus  Christ, 

and  Holy  Ghoft,  one  only  who  is  Ris  Word,  Power,  Wif- 

God.  dom,    and  counfcl  ;    who  was 

This  is   my  faith,    and  the  with  him  before  the  world  was 

feith  of  my  aneeilors,  kings  of  created :  and  in  the  latter  days 

jtle  J^aelitet ;  and  the  faith  of  came  down  unto  n5>  though  he 

-.        '  left- 
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peal  to  God  tnd  the  world,  againft  their  tyrannic  comptlltng 

tim  to  apoftatife  from  a  Church  he  could  fo  well  defend ; 

'  and 


«5.T 


Ml  not  the  thr<»e  of  his  D^vuie 

If  a|eg/«  and  was  made  man  by 
A^powrerof  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
$h1  born  6f  the  holy  Virgin 
Idry.  He  was  baptized  in  the 
tsfi  Jordan  in  the  30th  year 
^hjs  age,  and  was  hanged  on 
ttetrce'  of  the  crofs  in  the  days 
'^fonthfs  Filate ;  fufFered,  died, 
W  was  buried,  and  rofe  again 
'#  the  third  ^y.  And  afcet 
^rty  days  he  glorioufly  afc'end- 
li  ine6  heaven,  and'  fittet^  on 
ik  right-hand  of  his  Fadier ; 
fhall  thence  again  come 
I  to  judge  the  quick  and 
i  whofe  kingdom  fiiall  have 
end, 

^Aod  we  believe  in  the  Holy 
\  the  Lord,  the  giver  of 
who  proceedeth  nom  the 
er. 

,And  we  believe  one  baptifni 
the  remi^on  of  'fins  ;  we 
for  a  refurredlion  of  the 
i,  and  a  future  eternal  life.' 

e  do,  in  this,  walk  in  the 
ia  and  true  highway,  nei- 
r  taming  to  the  right  or  lefD- 
d,  from  the  dodrioe  of  the 
IS,  the  twelve  apoftles ;  of 
fW,  the  fountain  of  wifdom,, 
rfthe  feventy-two  difciples,,  of 
fte  three  hundred  and  eighteen 
orthodox  fathers  of  the  council 
<»f  AV«,  the  hundred  and  ^hy 
of  that  of  Confiantinophy  and 
the  two  hundred  of  that  of 
i^^hefus.  And  thus  I  believe 
^(i  teach ;  even  I,  Claudius^ 
king  of  Ethiopia ,  a  nd  accord  i  n  g 
to  the  naipe  of  my  kingdom, 
^fiiof  Segued i  the  fon  of  Fanag 
^fgwd,  the  fon  of  Naod. 

As  to  our  obfervation  of  the 
febbath,  or  feventh  day,  we  do 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol,  XV. 


not  do  it  like  the  Jrws^  who 
crucified  onr  Lord,  and  cried 
out.  His  blood  bt  ufon  us  and 
ypoM  ow  .  chiLken  ;  and  who 
.  neither  draw  water,  nor  kindle 
fire,  nor  drefs  victuals,  nor  bake 
bread,  nor  flir  out  from  houfe 
to  houfe:  but  we  celebrate  it 
by  receiving  the  holy  commu« 
nion,  and  amiling  at  our  Jgapte^ 
or  feails-  of  charity,  as  they 
were  enjoined  by  the  apofUes 
in  their  ConftitutiQns.  We  do 
not  celebrate  it  as  we  do  the 
firft  day,  which  is  a  new  day, 
of  which  DflwVfpeaks;  this  is 
the  day  tuhich  tb$  Lard  bath 
made^  Ut  us  rejoice  and,  bs 
glad  in  it :  becaule  on  that  day 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  arofe, 
and  the  Holy  GhoU  defcended 
on  the  apoftles,  in  the  houfe, 
or  parlour,  (Ccenaeulum)  ofZioM ; 
and  on  the  fame  d^y  Chrift 
was  incarnate  in  the  womb  of 
his  qver  immaculate  virgin  mo- 
ther ;  and  (hail  come  again,  to 
reward  the  jufl,  and  punifh  the 
wicked. 

As^  to  our  rite  of  circumci- 
fion,  we  do  not  receive  it  as 
the  yczis  do,  well  remember- 
ing the  words  of  St.  Paul^  the 
fountain  of  wifdom,  that  nei- 
ther circumcijion  availeth  ary 
things  npr  uncircumcijion,,  but  a 
tuiAj  creature,  thrcitgh  faith  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
fame  apoflle  faying  like  wife  to 
the  Corinthians,  L  any  man  dr* 
cumcifed,  let  him  not  become  un* 
circumcifed.  The  fanje  dodtrine 
he  teaches  in  all  his  epiilles. 
But  circumcifion  is  deemed 
among  us  as  a  typical  cuilom, 
like  the  fear  in  the  face  in  Nu- 
bia,   and  the  boring  the  eara 

k  among 
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and  from  no  worthier  inducement,  than  that  of  areluflant 
promife  forced   from    him.  by  them  in  bis  greateft  ex- 
tremity. 
Isfucceeded     He  died  without  children,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  bro- 
by  Minas.  ther  Minas ;  who,  ad  we  formerly  hinted,  had  been  detained 
a  prifoner  of  war  among  the  Mohammedan  Moors ;  and^  if 
we  may  believe  the  Portuguefe  writers,  had  there  acquired 
A  cruel      ^^^^  cxvitl  favagenefs  in  his  temper ;  that  his  reign  prdv^d  a 
prince^       very  tyrannical  one,,  during  .the  fhort  time  it  lafted,  aocl 
aiw^tfwfw-efpecially  againft  the  jefuits,  miffionaries,    and  ^1  the  fa« 
my  to  the    vourers  of  the   church  erf"  Rome.     This  tho{e   good  father^ 
mtJJiQna-    afcribe  in  a  greater  mcafure  to  the  height  of  libertinifm  ani 
f'^'-  immorality,v  which  had  by  this  time  fpread  itfelf  among  At 

Portuguefe^  than  to  his  education  among  the  Turks  ^.    B«| 

^  Fernand.  letter  to  F.  Laynez.  Tellez,  ub.  fup.  p.  11%% 
LoBO,  ap.  Le  Gxand,  p.  294,  &  feq.  Ludolph^&  al,  , 


aqapng  the  Indians ;  and  there- 
fore is  ufed  by  us,  not  out  of 
tcgard  to  the  Mofcdc  law,  but 
as  a  caftom  merely  human. 

The  fame  we  fay  with  regard 
to  our  abftaipiog  from  eating 
fwine's  flefti ;    we  neither  do 
condemn- thofe  that  eat  it,  nor 
command  or  forbid  the  eating 
of  it,  but  follow  the  apoftle's 
prcfcription  to  the  Romans^  Let 
not  him  that  eateth  not,  de/fr/e 
him  that  eateth y  Sec,  For  the  king- 
dom 'of  God  conjifteth  not  in  meats  - 
and  drink.  To  the  clean  fill  things 
are  clean,  hut  he  Jinneth  ^who  by 
ifis  eating  gi'ves  ojffince  to  his  bro- 
yher.    1  he  fame  is  alfo  /aid  in 
St.  Maftheivs  gofpel,  Not  that 
twhich  enters  into  a  man,  but  that 
nvhich  com»th  out  cf  hinty  deJiUth 
him  ;    which  utterly  overturns 
the  Je^wijh  do6lrine  which  was 
given  to  them  by  "Mofes. 
'     My  religion   therefore,  and 
ithe  religion  of  my  pr>efts  and 
doctors,  who  teach  by  my  au- 
thority, and  within  the  circuit 
:of  my  empire,  is  not  to  deviate, 
-or  recede  intheleaft,  from  the 
rules  of  the  gofpel,  or  the  doc- 

('29,;  Debate  ifid. 


trine  of    our  holy   father  Si 
Pauly  either  to  the  right-hi 
or  the  left.     We  read  in 
book  called  Zahch,    that 
emperor  Conjantine  ordered 
the  Jenx:s  that  were  bapd: 
into  the  Chriftian  church  to 
fwine*s  flefh  on  the  day  of 
Lord's  refurredlion :  but 
us,  every  man  may  either  eat 
abdain  from  it,  as  feems  * 
to  him  :  fome  like  fi(h,  otl 
fowl,    and  fome   abflain  fi 
mutton  ;  every  one  accordi 
as  he  likes  be^.     But  as  to 
eating  of  the  flefti  of  any  livii 
creatures,  we  find  neither  lai 
nor  canon  againft  it  in  the  Neii 
Tefiament,    'To  the  pure  all  ihti 
are  clean.  And  he  ixjbo  belie'veti 
(faith  St;  PauU  Romt>  xiv.  ijj 
may  eat  any  thing. 

I  his  is   what  I  intended  to 

write  to  you,  in  order  to  ia* 

form  you  what  my  religion  is. 

Gi*ven    in    the  kingdom  tf 

Lamot,  on  tbetidoftk 

month  of,  June,  in  the 

^(or  fif  our  Lord's  ns^' 

'vity  1555(29). 


Ludo'ph  comment. 


though 
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tlicmgh  w^  do  not  deny  but -their  loofe  morals  tnighf  draw 
fuch  a  fevcre  judgment  upon  them,  yet  it  is  plainly  enough 
to  be  feen,  even  by  the  writings  of  thofe  fathers,  that  much 
more  of  that  ill  treatment  which  they  met  with  from  that 
lanperor,  was  ovrmg  to  their  treachery  to  him,  and  their  y^^S^*^* 
conftant  caballing  with   the  old  Bahr-naghafli  ^r ;  who,'*f^       - 
as  hath  been  lately  hinted,  had  hatched  fome  treafonable  de-  ^'^^X- 
figns  in  the  kingdom  of  Tigre,  and  was  no  farther  a  friend  nashajb. 
ito  them,  than  he  found  them  fo  to  his  private  views. 

MINASy  upon  his  acceffion  to  the  crown,    took  upon     |  ^(^^ 
\am  the   fnrname  of  Adamas  Segued  \  and,   whether  ap-  * 

piriied  of  their  intrigues  with  that  ambitious  governor,  or  on 
feme  other  account,  he  began  very  foon  to  difclofe  his  hatred 
fegsunft  all  the  Portuguefe.     Father  Emanuel  Fernandez^  chief 
Cf  the  miffion,  being  then  in  great  expeftation  of  a  frefh  re- 
inforcement from  Goay  which  had  been  promifed  to  him  on 
\is  departure  from  thence  for  this  kingdom,    wrote  very 
reffingly  for  it,  though  to  no  purpofe,  which  threw  him 
to  the  greateft  difficulties ;  becaufe,  on  the  one  hand,  ^he 
ir^naghafh  had  put  his  chief  hopes  in  that  fuccour;  and 
the  otherr  the  emperoj;  had  not  only  deprived  the  few 
tuguefe  that  Were  left  of  the  firft  expedition,  of  all  the 
ds  which  his  brother  Claudius  had  given  them,  but  like- 
ife  denied  them  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  pu- 
ttied fome  of  their  converts,  and  others  of  their  faith,  . 
ith  great  feverity.     Their  only  refuge  therefore  was  in  the 
'  r-aagha(h ;    but  as  no  fuccour  came  from  Goa^  as  that 
ler  had  made  him  expeft,  they  could  hardly  hope  thit 
would  undertake  any  thing  in  their  favour,  efpecially  as 
could  give  him  fo  little  afliftance  in  their  prefent  di- 

The  emperor,  however,  had  fo  far  difobliged  his  own  Tazcaro 
"jjefts  by  his  tyranny  and  cruelties,  that  the  greateft  meny^^  vp 
the  empire  rebelled  againft  him,  and  fet  up  a  baftard  fon  ^g^l^ft 
an  elder  brother  deceafed,  upon  the  throne.     This  young  ^^^  '^* 
prince,    wh©fe  name  was  Habit acum  Tazcaro  \   was  foon^'*^''' 
joined  by  the  prime  officers  oi  Ethiopia,  and  by' the  captain 
ni  tht  Portugue/e,  with  about  thirty  of  his  men,  the  refl 
bong  then  at  too  great  a  diftance.     Whether  the  Bahf- 
teghafti  I/hac  was  in  the  confpiracy  or  no,  we  are  not  fure ; 
outy  thus  much  we  know/  that  he  was  the  firft  againft  whom 
the  emperor  Minas  bent  all  his  force.     J/aac  was  then  bufy 
on  the  fea  coaft,  and.executing  fome  orders  he  had  received 
from  Tazcaro,  and  being  a  martial  man^  marched  out  againft 

*Dc  hoc,  vid.  LuD«LPH,l,  ii.  c.  6.  J.  «?,&  f«^.  TsLtBz,  &  al; 
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Ifaaci/^-  hitxtt  aindrcpQlfed  hiin  at  the  lirft  eacoumer,  Idi^  was  de« 

/M/^i/  fy   feated  and  forced  to  fly.     This  vidlory  gave  dsat  m^iarch 

Minas.      an  opportunity  to  march  ^aiaft  his  Gompetkor  Tazcaj% 

,^gj^     whom  he  reached  about  the  beginning  of  Jufy  <rf  the  oest 

ycar,^  and  after  a  ftiarp  engagement;^  overthrew  hioi  and  took 

himprifoner'",  .  .  ^ 

In  the  interim,  the  Bahr*nagha(h»  who  ksid  with  (otm 
difficulty  efcaped  to  the  fea-fide,  was  thex^  waithig  ftiU  \k 
cxpeftation  of  receiving  the  long  wifhed-for  fujjplies  fro*: 
^       Coa  5  but  his  hopes  being  at  length  <inixt  fr uftrat^^  add  be*; 
ing  no  lefs  afraid  of  a  furprize  from  the  emperor,  fbtmd  ilfi 
other  way  to  provide  for  his  fkfety,  than  by  conciudiog  #j 
league  with  the  neighbouring  Maharrme^ns ;  by  whofe  at  ■ 
fiftance  he  fet  up  another  baftaid  brother  ia  xht  rdbm  fi^ 
TazcarQy  whom  Mvias  had  put   to  death.     Mbias  loft 
^me,  but  marched  againft  him  and  his  M^orifb  allies  at 
head  of  a  numerous  army.    Botii  iides  eng^d  fA  firft 
1 562.     equal  bravery  and  eagernefs,  on  the  2otb  -<)£  April  of  the 
following;  but  the  fire  which  the  Turkijb  artillery 
againft  the  emperor's  forxfes,  thr^w  theto  into  fuch 
^^^  Abif.  and  confufion,  that  they  immediately  betook  themfdves  I 
finians/itf  flight  without  ftrUcing  a  blow,  a«dleft^be  enefiiy  maftd 
to  flight,  .of  their  canip.     They  likewife  made  a  great  fiumbcr  i 
Some  »-„prifoners  ;  amoi\g  whom  was  Emanuel  Ferrutndez^  and  im 
iU  taken    others  of  his  fraternity,  whom  the  emperor  had<:aufeJH 
frifgners.  be  detained  in  his  camp  ashoAages;,  and  tobedoifely  watchdi 
^  well  as  feverely  treated*    They  might  hate  fared  ftill  m^ 
worfe  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Tttrks^    tfceir  moft  WW 
enemies,  had  not  the  Bahr-naghalh  taken  pity  of  theja,  all 
.procured  them  their  libarty,  together  with  -fbiiie  chalkd 
and  other  church  utenfils,  which  they  had  been  ftrippcditi 
The  Header  may  guefs  at  their  diftrefled ,  condition,  by  th 
cooclufion  of  one  .of  their  letters  to  their  general,  which  mj 
have  fubjomed  in  the  margin  (H).    As  for  theBahr-nj^aA 

24 
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(H)     We    were,     fays    the  extremity;    only    the    Baifr 

writer  of  the  letter,  made  pri-  naghafh  gave  us  our  chaIi<J|l^ 

^    foners  by  the  THrks  and  Jhif-  and  fome  iinall  things  ;  the  rdl 

flnians  that  fought  againft  the  we  ranfomed    as    well  as  «« 

cfnperor ;  and  God  ia^ed  our  could.     You  may,  reverendfi* 

'                 •  livrt  by  means  of  the /*(?r/a^a^  ther,  judge  of   the  miferabfc 

-  that  w^re  iher«.     We  had  been  cowiition  we  now  arc  m,  bciflg 

robbed  four  fimes  beft)re,  -and  forty  in  family,  and  fbrced  to 

.  were  bOW .  i£dt|^6d  to  th^  M  relieve,   when  '  we^ase  a^^^f 

the 
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aaji  his  Portugite/ty  vihxx  had  confentcd  to  his  having  reconrfe 
to  the  MohantrmdoMs  againft  the  emperor,  their  name  be- 
came fo  o4ic»}S  to  all  the  Jbiffinians^  cfpecially  to  their  mo- 
narchs,  that  they  would   never  fuffer  any  of  them  to  be  in 
their  army  froin  that  time.     What  became  of  the  king  is  va-  MinasV 
fioufly  reported ;  fome  faymg,  that  feeing  his  cx)untry  mined  figatb. 
'fcythe7i/r^,  and  his  chief  fea-portd  m  theur  hands,  he  once 
iOpre  tried  his  fortuhe  againft  them,  and  was  defeated  and 
liUed;  adders,  that  he  wa»  forced  to  flee  into  fome  high 
teountaios,  where  he  led  a  wiindering  miferable  life,  till  death 
fut  an  end  to  it  the  year  after  his  defeat  '. 
,     By  this  time,  however,  the  viceroy  of  Goa^  Conjlantine  de 
firaganza^  at  the  earneft  and  repeated  inftaaces  of  patriarch 
fHumz  BarretOy  had  made  foaae  attempts,  in  vain,  to  get 
lilelligence  from  JbiffiTna^  the  Turks  having  locked  up  all 
liti^Qce  into  it,,  and  guarding  the  fea^coafl  with  dheir  (hips, 
'prevent  any  being  brought  to  the  Portnguefe  that  were  ^^^  Po'* 
it ;  infomuch,  that  of  the  three  veflels  that  were  fent  thi-  'ugwefe 
:r  by  that  governor,  in  February ^  an,  1560,  one  of  them^^^J^j 
taken,  whilft  the  other  cfcaped  with  great  difficulty .  1^ '^  *** 
the  firft  of  them,  fether  Fulgentius  being  taken  prifoner,  pQi'^gn- 
'  very  much  wounded,  continued  a  flave  at  Kairo  fome  uixht^km 
s,  till  he  was  redeemed  by  order  of  Pope  Paw/ IV.  e^ni  prifoner.  ' 
back  to  Portugal,     Thofe  jefuits  that  were  ftiU  in  the  s 
►ire,  and  were  no  lefs  defirous  to  tranfmit  an  account  to 
of  their  difmal  fituation,  had  no  better  luck  in  their  at- 
ipt  to  fend  fome  of  their  focjecy  thither.     The  perfon  they  .  . 

led^upon,  was  father  Gualdares,  and  another  Portugue/e; 
being  come  to  Mazwa^  ynderftood  that  there  was  a 
lip  there  rejwiy  to  fail  for  the  hdies  ;  upon  which,  they 
*b^  a  Mopr  with  a  confiderable  reward,  to  go  privately . 


*  Conf.  T^tLEz,  Lqbo,  &    aj.  ub.  fup.  &  Lb  GaAND, 


tk^t  Pffrtugue/e  vnAowi  and  or- 
phans, and  nobody  to  aik  an 
itosof;  for  the  P<7r/«^//^  have 
more  oceaiioa  to  beg  than  give, 
aad  the  natives  more  inclined 
to  fteal  than  to  impart  any 
fting.  For  our  table,  we  have 
fcarcely  a  bellyful  of  parched 
barley.  The  bifhop  (Ovieda) 
\%  act  fit  to  be  feen.     Wc  beg 


your  bleffing,  and  the  prayers 
of  our  focicty  ;  and  having  no 
other  way  left  to  write  to  your 
reverence,  may  take  this,  if  it 
comes  to  your  hands,  for  the 
hft.     Ethi^ia,  July  29,  1 56Z, 

Ematfuel  Fernandex,    , 

Francii  Leftz,    \ 

Antony  Fernandez, 

Gdnzalez  Cardoxo  Cjo). 


(%o}'Ttiln,  ub.  fup,  I  ii.  f,  c, 
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Gualdc-    and  defire  the  captain  to"  take  them  in  :  but  the  treachcrou 

re^  iff'      M6or  went  in^mediatcly  and  betrayed  them  to  the  ba(ha^ 

trajedand^f  ^^at  ifland  ;  who  caufed  the  jefuit  to  be  fdzed  that  veifl 

^'  ^        night,  and  to  be  cut  in  pieces  <>. 

^  '  This  was  the  ftd  fituation.  of  the  miffionaries  mEthio^ 

"iS^S*    when  Jdamas  Segued  died,  and  his  fon  Forza  Danghilh 

ceeded  him,  who  then  took  thefurname  of  ^alac,  or  Mek 

Malac      Segued^  and  w^  crowned  with  the  ufual  folemnity  at  tl 

Segued     church  of  Axuma-    He  was  a  wife  and  valiant  prince,  at 

^crowned    was  blefled  with  a  long,  and,   for  the  moft  part,  faccefej 

emferor,     reign,  though  hardly  ever  free  from  wars,  either  agaifl 

fome  of  his  revolted  fubjeds,  or  againft  his  now  powerf 

gnd  inveterate  enemies  the  Gallat  and  Mohammedan  Moor. 

fo  that  he  had  no  time,  nor  perhaps  any  inclination, 

revive  the  perfecution  which  his  father  had  raifed  againft 

miffionaries  and   their  converts,  but  let  them  go  on  in  dw 

ufual  way  without  any  moleftation,  or  betraying  the  h 

favour  or  friendfhip  towards  them. 

John  Nu-      In  the  mean  timp,  the  Pope's  patriarch,  j^ohn  Nunez 

iitz  dies  at  reto,  died  at  Coa^  in  the  fixth  year  after  his  arrival  thei 

Goa.         that  is,  an  1 562,  without  having  ever  been   able  to  coi 

into  his  patriarchs^te  ;  fo  that  according  to  the  tenor  of  t 

"Succetded  Pope's  bull,  he  was  to  befucceeded  in  it  by  Andrew  d^Oviei 

ty  Ovi-     who,  as  we  hinted  in  •  the  laft  note,  was  now  reduced 

«do.  fuch  a  miferable  condition,  that  his  new  dignity  was  of  v( 

^"  little  fervice  to  him,  being  in  a  manner  abandoned  by . 

nuretched  j^^pig^  having  fcarce  food  enough  to  keep  life  and  ft 

eon  I  ion,   ^Qg^^j^gj.^  ^   clothes  to  cover  his   nakednefs ;  being  » 

yrith  a  very  few  friends  and  prpfelytes  retired  into  the  n 

naftery  of  Fremona^  a  fmall  town  riot  far  from  the  Red  Si 

and  withqut  any  forces  to  fupport  his  authority  or  the  ere 

of  his  miffionaries ;    for  well  doth  father  Tel/ez  obfer^ 

from  his  own  experience,  that  this  Ethiopian  miffion  ney 

could  thrive  longer  than  the  preachers  were  fupported  by 

fufficient  number  of  forces  p,  of  which  they  were  now  aim 

wholly  defVitute ;  and  which  was  ftill  wqrfe,  had  not 

leaft  hopes  of  ever  receiving  any  more,  either  frpm  Porti^ 

or  Goa. 

For  by  this  time  it  wa$  fufRcicntly  known  in  both  th( 
countries,  how  dreadfully  retrograde  their  afiairs  had  gol 
during  the  two  lafl  reigns,  and  how  fmall  dependence  coi 
be  had  on  the  moft  flattering  promifes  of  the  jefuits,  of  wH 
they    might   dp  ^f    they    could  but  receive  a  new  fein* 

•  Tellez,\Godign.  Lobo,  Ludolph,  &al.  ^  W'* 

fup.  p.  184. 

forcemear, 
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Jorcemcat  from  either  **.     Among  the  reft,  prince  Henry ^  The  jefmu 
whey  now  governed  Portugal,  during  the  minority  of  king  l>fcome 
^ehaftian^  faw  fo  far  through  the  artifice,  th^it  he  made  noMP^^^ 
difficulty  to  write  to  Pope  PiusW.  to  dcfire  him  to  recall  his  ^  ^^^^ 
patriarch  and  all  his  miffionaries  out  of  Ethiopia^  and  to  fend 
them  to  preach  in  China,'  Japan,  or  any  other  country,  and  n 

fct  afide  aH  further  thoaghty  pf  gaining  any  grourid  in  thfc 
^j^^i^/aTz-dominions,  at  leaft  till  time  offered  fome  better 
profpeft  of  fuccefs.     The  pontif,  who  was  no  lefs  apprifed 
of  the  misfortunes  that  had  attended  the  miffipa,  readily 
•agreed  to  hisrequeft,  and  ordered  a  bull  to  be  expedited  for  Oviedo 
At  recall  of  Oviedo  and  the  reft  of  the  jefuits  ;  which  was  an^hij 
'accordingly  fent  to  him  in  the  year  1 566.     Oviedo,  who  ^jj^ona- 
xecdved  it  thp  year  following,  anfwered  his  holinefs,  that  ^'fi  ^^^f 
he  was  very  willing  to  obey  hiB  orders,  arid  to  go  and  preach  p  ^      - 
JA  India^  or  any  other  country 'wh^e  he  ftiould  pleafe'  to    °^^' 
fend  him  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  humbly  reprefented  to  him, 
the  diffioahy  and  danger  of  getting  out  of  Ethiopia,  as  well  His  flau^ 
%%  his  inexpreffibje  regret  for  abandoning  a  country  where  {ofi^^  ^^^' 
great  and  glorious  a  harveft  ot  fouls  might  be  ftill  reafonably^^^/^ 
hoped  for,  if  the  miffionaries  could  but  be  fupported  by  five -^^-^'^•f  • 
Dr  fix  hundred  Portuguefe ;  alledging  the  good  difpofition  he 
'  lad  obferved  in  many  of  the  'Jbiffimans  to  embrace  the  ca-  ^ 

',tholic  faith,  and  their  being  oqly  deterred  from   it  through 
^  the  fear  of  the  punifliment.  He  added,  that  there  were  more- 
*'Over  great  multitudes  of  heathens,  which  might  be  eafily 
brought  over  to  the  pale  of  the  church ;  that  many  of  them, 
he  was  credibly  infonped,  had  begged  that  favour  of  the 
'''late  emperors,  who  had,  for  worldly  intereft,  denied  their 
ff(iueft{l). 

Thb 

1  Tell£z,  Cqdigk.  &  al.  ub.  Tup. 

(I)   Among;  thcfe  were  the  which    he    ab*folately  rcfufe4. 

inhabitants  of  the  large  king-  Of   thofe  Gentiles,    efpecially 

iom  of  Damot,  and  or  the  rich  of  Damot,   the;    Moorijh  mer- 

tanton   called    Sin^xii    which  chants,  which  are  very  nurae- 

-prodOces    great    qaantities   of  tous  in  this  empire:  (31),  buy 

|pld.      Againil   thefe  laft,    a  vaft    multitudes,     who(n    they 

Wnfmln  of   the  late  emperor  drive  tbthtRed  Sea,  and  fell 

had  been  making  war  ;   upon  them  to  the  Turks  and  Moori 

which  they  offered  to  become  at  a  great  price,  who  afterwards 

tribfltary ,  and  to  embrace  Chri-  force  them  to  turn  Mohammedans^ 

(B§mty,    if   he   would  dcfiftj  and  breed  them  up  for  foldiers  i 

^31)  Dt  hU,  -Lid.  fup,  f.  6^,  &fi^ 


^64  rbeASri^tn  Hijlcry  of  B.  XYl, 

JBtgsfir        The  qu^ffion  inckcd  was,  how  fuch  a  confidefable  ^m- 
/'^         forcemeat,  had  the  king  of  Portugal  h^en  incUoed  to  fend  it, 
f roofs.       could  have  found  adtnittancc  into  any  pairt  of  the  empire, 
pow  all  the  fea-ports  and  {ea-coa(ls  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
Turks  T  And  if  they  had,  whether  the  known  inlblence  of 
thofe  troops  would  not  rather  have  obftrufted,  than  pror ' 
moted,  theconrerfion,  eithcrof  the  ^*(^«ww  or  Heathens; 
oi^at  beft  have  been  jufUy  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  dragoon- 
ing, rather  than  an  evangelical,  miilion.     But  the  good  pa^ 
triarch  was  fo  zealoufly  bent  upon  fubjcfting  the  Abijjinian 
church  to  that  of  Rome^  and  the  temporality  of  the  empire 
to  the  king  of  Fortugaly  that  he  had  not  time  to  confider 
how  far  he  over-aftcd  the  part  of  an  apoftle  of  the  meek  and 
>|»€ntle  Jesu^,  whom  he  pretended  to  rcprefent ;  and  there- 
fore left  no  ftone  unturned,  nor  motive  unurged,  to  obtaia 
the  fo  mwh  wifhedfor  fuccour  ;  and,  among  oiher  things, 
reprefented  the  prcfent  emperor  as  a  weak  and  indolent 
prince,  quite  unfit  to  hold  the  reins  of  fuch  an  empire, 
whiiih  would  foon  be  fwallowcd  up  by  the  Turiis,  and  ut- 
terly loft  to  Europe,  and  to  tne  Roman  fee,  unlefs  an  efFec* 
tual  flop  was  put  to  their  progrefs,  by  the  timely  arrival  of 
the  Portugue/e  [orcQS  ^     The  Pope,  however,  and  the  king 
of  Portugal,  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  all  his  fpecioiits  pieas ;  fo  that 
D'es  mifi'  he  was  left  to  die  there  in  the  extremeft  poverty  and  mifely, 
tMj.       in  the  year  1577,  after  he  had  refidcd.near  twenty  years  in 
:  that  country.     His  death  was  foon  followed  by  that  of  the 

His  other  few  jefuits  that  were  left  with  him,      Antony  Fernandez, 
snij/iona-    whom  be  had  appointed  chief  of  this  firft  miflion,  expired 
ries  Me  .    foon  after  in  the  fame  mifcrable  condition ;  Conzalez  Cardofi 
foon  after,  ^^^  aflaffinated  in  a  wood  by  fome  banditti ;  Andrew  Gml" 
darez  was  mafTacred  by  the  Turks,  as  we  lately  hinted; 
Emanuel  Fernandez,  the  oldeft  of  all  the  fgur,    died   next ; 
Francis-  Loba,  the  kft  of  them,  was  the  only  one  who  fur* 

»  Tellez,  ubi  fupw  p.  194,  &  fcq,  CoPiOH,  1.  iii.  Cvi3>& 
fcq.  LoBO,  LupoLPH,  ip  al.  ubi.fup. 

fo  that  they  become  in  t\m^  (cHants  paid  tbp  Jhiffitnan  mo- 
very  hartfttl  to  the  Chriftia»»  narchs  for  every  flave  they  car- 
(32).  ried  out  of  tbofe  eountries,  qqnA 
it  might,  therefore,  be  juftly  -f^HinterbaJance  the  great ^arm 
.queJlioQ^d,  whether  thefe  world-  fthofe  very  (laves,  when  hroagfat 
^  ly  ends, .  as  the  good  patriarch  tip  under  a  military  difciplio^s 
flilcs  them,  were  not  ratto^  might  do  afterwards  to  thdf 
very    impolitic,    and  whether  dominions^ 


the  tribute   which  thofe  mer- 


vived 
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mei  tbcm,  till  the  year   1596.    This  was  the  fed  cata- 7**^y2r</ 
ftroph^of  that  firft  miflion,  after  it  had  lafted  forty  years;  ^^jf^^ 
that  is,  from  1557  to   1597,  when  father  Loboy  or  Lopez, '"i^^^ 
dfed ;  and  which  might  probably  have  f«cceeded  much  better, 
had  not  the  Portuguefi  infofently  infifted  tipon  one  third 
part  of  the  empire,  as  a  reward  for  their  timely  affiftance, 
mA  the  Pope's  patriarch  as  ftrenuouily  exafted  a  total  fub- 
iniffion  of  the  emperor,  and  all  his  fubjefts,  to  the  church  of 
'Rem  (K)  •. 

All  thefenraltiplied  difafters,  which  made  the  -pzincts  ofTieJefitiit 
Surope  look  upon  this  enterprise  as  wholly  fiet  afide  and  im-  revhfs  the 
pra^cart>le,  did  only  whet  the  zeal  of  the  jefuitical  fociety  MlF^'^* 
to  purfuc  their  follicitations  at  the  courts  ctf  Rome  and  Ma^ 
drid,  for  reviving  of  it  wtth  greater  vigour  ;  to  which  they 
were  encouraged  by  the  great  number  of  Portitguefe,  which 
"Were  ftill  left  in  Jbiffiniay  as  ^vell  as  by  the  hopes  they  ha4 
toaceived  of  Philip  XL  who,  as  ihali  be  (hewn  in  the  fequel, 
hadnow  got-poffeiEon  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal;  and, 
as  they  rightly  imagined, '  would  gladly  embrace  any  oppor- 
tunity of  renewittg  a  cornefpondence  and  commerce  with  that 
empire,  efpecially  as  Make  Segued,  -who  wjis  ftill  involved  Malac 
in  wars,  both  againft  his  rebdlious  fubje6>s,  and  his  Mp-  ScguedV 
bammedan   neighbours,    might,    on  that  account,   be  ^zAMcefiin 
enough  to  accept  of  fome  aififtance  from  him.    He  had  in-  Ethiopa. 

•  lid.  ibid,    t 

(K)  This  laft  is  reported  to  that  we' can  learn,  throoghthe 

We  foretold,  as  he  wastdyiog,  difficulty  of  tHofe  times,    feys 

to  his  diilreifed  flock,  that  they  our  authcu-  (34);  but  we  jnajr 

Ihould  have  the  comfort,  before  ^dd,    through   the   irreconcil^ 

a  year  was  expired,  to  fee  fome  able  hatred  which  the  JbiJJim- 

aew  miffionaries  arrive ;  which  ans  had  juflly  conceived  againft 

Va$  verified  by  the  coming  of  all    the    Fortuguefe^     whether 

father   Belcbior  d?  Syha,    by  miffionaries  or  otherwife. 

birth  an  Indian',  and  a  Brach*  We  are  t©ld  likewifc,  by  the 

man,  whom  Don  Alexis  de  Me-  jefuit  Guernro{^^),  that  the  pa- 

*  ne/ezs  archbiftiop  of  Gea^  who  triarch  0<i»ed9  foretold  that  the 

liad  converted  him  to  Chrifti-  monaftery  of  Tremana,  the  re- 

aaity,    fcnt    thither    for    that  fjdence  of  the  Roman  patriarch 

end  (33).      $yln}a   accordingly  and  his  fraternity,  fhould  fub- 

arrived  before  the  year  was  out,  fift  as  long  as  the  world  j  but 

wd  continued    his  million  in  the  event  fhews  that  he  was  no 

thofe  parts  till  the  year  1602,  true  prophet,  a$  we  fliall  fee  in 

tkongh  with  no  great  fuccef^  ^he  fecjuel, 

(3S)  Vih  Coiign,  de  Rel.  Ahajf.  I  iii.  c,  uJt,  ad  fin,  (34)  tt  Granf^ 

tiUt.d^Aha^n.  p.  297.    '  (35)  Re/a^am  Annai,  d§9  annci  1607,6^  feg^ 

deed 
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deed  l^en  very  fuccefsful  againft  them,  and  gained  fcvera 

ijmtpter^  coniider^ble  viflories  oVer  bpth  of  them ;  aad  over  aad 

Eiuurea.     above  tbAt,  had  fubdued  the  rich  kingdom  of  Enarea  S  and 

caufed  the  inhabicaats  to  be  converted  to  xhtJbiffinian  faith. 

But  whilft  he  was  employed  with  his  army  in  oae  part  of  die , 

-    empire,  he  was  (till  plagued  with  fome  invafion  or  infurr?c- 

Philip  II.  tjon   in.  another;  and  this  encouraged  king  Philip  to  fend 

ySpaiu   yjjj  j^jj  obliging  letter  and  meflage,  in  order  to  renew  the 

finds  a      alliance  between  the  two  crowns,  and,  if  poffiblc,  to  intra- 

"'him' '^     *^^^^  ^^°^ ^^  ^^^  forces  once  more  into  that  empire.    The 

perfon  he  chofe  for  th^t  purpofe  was  one  Lewis-de  Mendoza^ 

who  was  then  fettled  at  Diu^  and  well  accjuaipted  with  the 

.commerce  of  the  Red  Sea^ 

He  was  to  be  accompamed  by  an  lialian  bifhop,  named 
John  Baptifta, .  to  give  an  air  of  grandeur  to  the  meflage ;  but 
he  died  in  the  way  thither,  and  Mendqfa  found  mcaris  to 
penetrate  into  Ethiopia^  and  delivered  the  letter  to  the  em- 
jxerbr,  who  expreflcd  a  great  (atisfaftion  at  it,  as'  appears ; 
.by  the  anfwer  which  he  caufed  to  be  feat  back  by  the  fame  i 
^heemfe- xmfftngtv.     It  was  written  in  Efhicipic,  in  an  elegant  ftylfi,  ^ 
fw*  s  an-    and  full  of  exprefEpus  Qf  friendfliip  and  good  wi(hes,  mea- ' 
fwerto  '^.jjQns  the  Italian  biftiop's  dq^th,  and  fome  epiftolary  corre- 
fpondence.  that  had  pafled  between  the  vjcergy  of  Coa  aad 
.  ;  himfelf,  wherein,  he  had  defired  him  to  fend  him  fome  able 

workmen,  to  caft  cannon  and  other  fire-arms,  make  gun- 
powder, fwords,  and  other  military  weapons,  and  renewi; 
the  fame  requeft  to  the  king  his  matter  ;  but  fays  not  one 
vfoti  about  fending  him  any  au^iiliary  forces.  The  letter  is 
dated  Fehriiory  $,  1 589,  according  to-  the  Roman  ftyle,  and 
is  kept  among  the  archives  of  the  efcurial ;  a  copy  of  which 
was  fent  from'  thence  to  Mr.  Ludoiph^  by  a  Snvedijh  gentle- 
man, named  Sparwerfeld,  a  perfon  of  note  and  learning ; 
and  afterwards  tranQated  into  Latin  h^Mx.Ludolphj  and 
publlftied  among  many  others  of  the  Abiffinian  monarchs  in 
Jiis  commentary  ",  >vith  his  remarks  upon  it  (L), 

MMNs 

^  De  hoc,  vide  fqp.  p.  38.  P  P.  483,  &  feq. 

(L)  This  tranfadlion  is  omit-  his  own  fraternity,   might  1^' 

ted  by  Father  7>//^«,  though  he  looked  upon  as  a  flight  upoa 

inakea  mention  of  Mendoza  up-  his  order,  of  whom  there  were 

on  another  account,  as  we  fhall  enough  that  would  gladly  have 

fee  in  the  iequel.     What  Iqt  accepted  of  that  commiffion  : 

duced  him  to  pafs'it  over,  we  however,  both  the  meflage  and 

|cnow  not|  unlefs  it  bctbat  king  letters,  and  the  fending  of  t|ial 

Philip's  making  choice  of  an  prelate,arefa6t6  too  well knowa- 

Italian  bilhop,  inftead  of  one  of  ^0  adxnit  of  a  doubt  j  and  are- 
\       *•                         ^  '  accordingly 
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ME NDO  Z A  having  fo  well  fucceedcd  in  his  flrft  expe- 
ditioo,  was  eafily  pcrfuaded  by  the  jefuits  to  Undertake  a  fc- 
cond,  and  to  introduce  thither  with  him  two  of  that  fra- 
ternity  that  had  been   pitched  upon  by  Don  Emanuel  de 
Smza  Continho^  the  new'  governor  of  Gody  from  a  good  num- 
ber of  others  whom  their  provincial  prefented  to  him  :  thcfe 
were,    Jntqnio  de  Montferrato,    3.  Cataioniariy   and   P^^Montfe- 
Pays  a  Spaniard^  whom  he  was  to  embark  in  .fome  of  the  ^*^®  ^^ 
Indian  YtSclSy  commonly  called  Banieans,  which  frequently  ^^^'^^^ 
irade  to  Mazwa,     They  had  accordingly  failed  from  Goa  ^^^^V* 
m  February y  an.'i^SS,  for  Diu^  the  place  where  ^^^^^a^^^^^^ 
refided ;  but  had  been  driven  by  a  ftorm  into  the  gulph  of 
Babacsy  whence  he  fetched  them  privately  in  the  night,'  and 
conveyed  them  into  Diu,  in  the  habit  of  Armenians\  to  prei 
yent  their  being  difcovered.    They  ftaid  a  confiderable  time 
there  before  any  of  thofe  fhips  would  venture  to  take  them 
in,  becaufe  their  difcovery  would  have  been  followed  by  a 
confifcation  of  the  v^hole  cargo,  that  being  th^  penalty  of 
carrying  white  men  on  board  without  proper  pafles  ;  fq  that  - 
it  was  not  till  December  following  that  they  went  on  board 
one  of  thofe  Banieans,  which  defigned  to  land  them  at  Zeyla ; 
but  being  fhattered  by  a  ftorm,  was  forced  to  put  into  one 
of  the  iflands  called  6wr/^  Maria,  where  they  were  difcovered,  Taken 
andftripped,  and  made  flaves  of,  and  were  not  redeemed /''(/^"^^ 
till  almoft  {even  years  after,  and  at  a  Very  high  price.     This 
flavery,  however,  proved  of  Angular  benefit  to  father  Pays^ 
who  became  by  that  time  a  perfeft  mafter  of  the  Arabic 
tongue,  which  was  afterwards  of  great  fervjice  to  him  upor^ 
bis  coming  into  Ethiopia, 

When  the  news  of  their  captivity  had  reached  Goa,  it  , 

was  immediately  refolved,  that  two  others  of  the  fame  fra- 
ternity ftiould  be  fent  thither  in  their  ftead,  there  being  now 
none  of  them  left  alive  there  but  father  Lobo,  mentbned  a  . , 
little  higher,  and  he  extremely  aged  and  worn-out.     One  of. 
the  perfons  they  chofe  was  iiithtr  Abraham  de  Georgiis,  by  j^  '  *   •  ^^ 
oation  a  Maronite,  and  by  profeflion  a  jefuit ;  a  man  of  great 

accordingly  taken  notice  of  in  fome  others  from  the  fame  mpn- 

the  relation  of  Ah^is  de  Men-  archs,  which  neither  their  edi- 

^\  expedition  (36). '  And  as  tors,  nor  any  of  the  Portuguefe 

to  the  emperor^s  letcer,  it  bears  miilionanes,  ever  looked  upon 

an  the  marks  of  a  genuine  one  ptherwife  than  authentic  (37). 
to  a  much  greater  degree  than 

(36)  Ub.  i.  c,  4.  *,  23.   Ln  Croa^,  Cbriftian.  Ahifn.  f.  286.  fj?)  ^4 

f «,  wip  iMdolpk'  Comment.  ^  J85,  ^  feq,  Lc  Grand.  Rtlat,  P,  45I,  Sf/'£.  465, 

learnr  • 
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Je/uit,     Jearning  aod  courage,  and  a  thorough  maftcr  of  all  the    , 
finttnto    eaftcrn  languages,  and  was  then  profeflbr  of  the  Syxm^a 
Ethiopia.  J^aUbar,  where  he  probably  introduced  the  pronunciatioa 

of  the  weftern  Syrians,  which  was  afterwards  followed  in  the     j 
pretended  infcription  of  Si-ngan-fu  ^ ;  of  which  an  account 
,     hath  been  given  in  a  former  volume  ''.     Thi?  great  nun  kt 
out  accordingly  from  Makbar,  and  arrived  at  i>^>  and  thence    j 
ztMaziifa^  im  Baniean  veflel,  annoJSp^.     Bur  here  being    I 
aiked  by  the  bafliaw,  whether  he  was  a  Nhhantmedan  or  a    \ 
ChriAian,  and  he  having  made  an  open  conf eiSon  of  his  faltk»    • 
Difctver-  and  abfolutely  refufing  to  favc  hjis  life  by  apgftafy,  was  or- 
ed,  and     dcrcd  by  him  to  be  beheaded.     The  next  that  was  fent  from    . 
hthiaded,  Coa  wa$  Father  SytvA^  or,  as  fome  call  him,  Sylvius^  whom  .| 
,  we  have  mentioned  in  a  tormer  note  I ;  and  who,  having  em^    , 
Sylvaj'^/i  barked  at  Goa,  arrived  at  Maziva  in  the  habit  of  a  feaman^    | 
into  Ethi   and  pafled  thence  to  Frenwna,  where  he  fucceeded  Father  '\ 
^P*^*     .    ioA^,  who  died  there  the  year  before  *.  : 

Malac  We  return  now  to  the  affairs  of  ^bij/ijiia,  which  continued   | 

Segued     ftill  in  a  bad  plight.     The  Turks,  having  got  footing  into  th«   ! 
^e/e^  by     empire  ever  fince  the  year  1572,  were  ftill  pofleffing  them*    [ 
theTuvks  felves  of  fome  new  territories,  whilfV  the  Cali4is  were  ravage*   [ 
?f'- '^^     ing  whole  provinces  in  fome  diftant  parts,  prevented  the  em* 
uallas.     pej.Qj.'s  driving  them  put,  as  he  had  often  attempted  to  da*    , 
He  was  no  lefs  unfortunate  in  his  marriage,   his  emprefs    1 
bringing  him  none  but  daughters,  whilft  he  hadYeveral  fons    , 
by  his  concubines ;  but,  upon  ^hat  account,  excluded  from 
appoints    fucceeding  him ;  fo  that  he  -had,  for  fome  tiij^e,  caft  his  eye 
hu/ttC'     upon  a  brother's  fon,  named  Za-Denghil,  to  be  his  fucccflbr : 
cefor,  but  but,  a  little  before  his  death,  having  fet  his  affeftions  upon    \ 
clters  bis  q^^  of  his  taftard  fons,  named  Jaacoh,  then  a  minor,  he  be- 
mud,        queathed  the  crown  to  him,  with  the  confent  and  approbation 
of  all  his  nobles,  though  from  no  better  motive  than  the 
hopes  of  governing  that  young  prince,  inftead  of  being  go* 
verned  by  his  nephew,  who  was  of  age,  and  every  way  qua* 
lified  to  hold  the  reins  of  the  empire,  in  fuch  a  perilous 
Bisfpeech  crifis.     He  was,  however,  no  fooner  returned  from  }iis  wars 
infa<vour  againft  the  Gallas  of  Bachilo^  but  finding  his  health  decay, 
Qfbis  bro-r^^^  repenting  of  his  former  choice,  he  aiJemblod  his  nobles 
^^jy        and  chief  officers,  and  declared  to  them,  that  though  he  had, 
eidejt  Jon.  ^^^^  ^  fondnefs  to  his  own  offspring,  thought  fit  to  appoint 
\his  young  fon  Jaacob  for  his  fucceflbr,  yet  now  finding  him- 
felf  drawing  fo  near  to  his  end,  his  love,  care,  and  concern, 

"^  See  La  Croze,  Chriftianifme  des  Indes.  *  Sec  before, 

vol.  viii.  p.  78.  y  See, before,  note  (K;.  *  Tbllbz^ 

Lobo,Cqdign.  LuDOLPii.  &  al. 

for 
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fuc  Ms  country  obliged  him  to  alter  his  mind,  and  to  ratify 

tite  preference  he  had  formerly  givett  to  his  nephew^  Za* 

tknghU^  as  a  petfon,  at  thisjunftnrfe,  much  fitttr  tomoant 

ri»  throue,   both  on  account  of  his  age,  his  bravery,  and 

c«feer  princely  qualities,  \vhich  rendered  him  altogether  worthy 

of  ft.     fife  expired  very  ftxm  after,  abont  the  middJe  of  ^*  IBs  death. 

gt^  * ;  but  his  rapacious  courtiers,  !nftead  of  complying  with    1 596. 

Ills  choice,  or  coafulting  the  laudable  inducements  which  led  ^^"  nobles 

Urn  to  it,  ftiifly  and  unanimoufly  adhered  to  his  former  de-  f^^f^''/^. 

chrtwion  in  fevo«r  of  Jaac&b,  and  refufed  to  acknowlege  any  ^"  ^^^ 

other  monarch  but  him.  cob.  *' 

In  coaJequence  of  this  refcdiution,  they  fent  two  bodies  of 
:{mied'meti,  the  one  to  feite  on  Za-Denghil,  and  the  other  Za- 
oaSufneus,  or,  as  the  •Parfwg't/^  writers,  call  him,  Smniosy  Denghil 
toother  gran^RMi  of  the  tsmperor  David,   before  either  of/«/  cUfi 
Aem  were  apprifed  of  the  emperor's  death,  or  of  the  perfon  frifinsr. 
'  tte  had  t&aie  chdcc  cf  for  his  fucceflbr.     Za-Denghil  was 
iiccordkigly  feized,  and  carried  away  to  the  lake  of  Demhetty 
%here  he  was  kept  dofe  prifoner  in  one  of  the  Iflands  of  it, 
fcrmerly  defcrib«l  **,  and  from  tfience  fent  fome  time  after-  , 

^wifds  «poH  one  of  their  ftrong  mountains :    but  Suftseus, 
jwwng  got  ifltelfigence  of  their  defign,  had  the  good  for- 
lAbe  to  make  a  finely  efcape  to  the  frontiers  of  the  empire, 
^vhere,  with  a  fmall  army,  he  kept  himfelf^fafe,  till  he  was 
trffed  to  thte  throne.     This  did  not  prevent  the  nobles  pro- 
iiaimtfigtke  "joxm^Jdncch,  then  about  feven  years  of  age,  and 
eBgroffing  the  government  into  their  hands,  in  conjuftfftoti 
with  the  emprefs  Mariam-Smay  who  readily  fided  with  them ;  The  em* 
and  had  two  of  her  fons-in-iaw  for  her  aflbciates,  the  one  frefi  joins 
called  Rtis  Athaneus,  and  the  other  Cafluade,  then  viceroy  of  '^'i^^ 
^Vigre\  fo  that  young ^^z^co^  had  only  the  bare  name  of  em-  '^^^" 
peror,  during  his  minority :  but  when  he  had  attained  to 
his  14  th  year,  and  began  to  (hew  a  defire  of  fliaring  the  go- 
vernment with  them,  the  alarmed  emprefe,  and  her  twafons-  ^ 
la-kw,  coafdoas  gf  their  tyrannical  conduft,  immediately 
^dtered  their  behaviour  towards  him ;  and,  under  pretence 
of  rcmorfe  for  iiaving  deprived  Za-Lknghil  of  his  right,  or-  Rai/edto 
dered  Mm  to  be  fetched  out  of  his  coniSnement,  and  pro-  thethrone^ 
claimed  him  emperor  even  in  the  very  camp  where  Jaacob  and  jzz- 
ftill  was ;  who  thereupon  made  his  efcape  with  all  the  hafte  ^ob/ent 
he  could, .  and  with  only  eight  of  His  fervants,  towards  the^^'i^^"^''^* 
high  mountains  of  Semen,  where  he  might  have  been  fafe 
enough,  had  he  not  been  betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  reti- 

•  Tellez,  1.  iii.  c.  14..  Lobo,'Lldolph.  1.  ii.  c.  6.  J^  49,  Se 
faj.  LeGrand^  &al.  *»  Sec  bafore,  p.  37. 

'      ■    nue. 
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nue.  This  traitor  took  aa  opportunity,  *whiUl  the  young 
prince  was  taking  a  little  reft,  to  go  and  alarm  a  neighbour- 
ing  town,  with  the  news  of  Za-Denghil ^hdxxg  proclsdmed 
emperor,  and  that  Jaacoh  was  fled  thither  for  re^ge ;  threat- 
ening them,  at  the  fame  time,  ^th  the  new  emperor's  difi 
pleaftire,  if  they  did  not  apprehend  and  carry  him  prifoncr 
to  the  imperial  camp.  He  was  accordingly  feized,  and  con- 
veyed thither ;  and,  when  brought  before  Za-DenghiU  his 
nobles  propofed  that  his  nofe  and  ears  fhould  be  cut  off,  ifl 
order  to  difqualify  hina  for  the  government;  but  the  mow 
generous  emperor  contented  himfelf  with  fending  him  dofi 
prifoner  to  the  diftant  kingdom  of  Bnarea^  w;here  he  waj 
ftriftly  watched  by  the  governor  of  it,  till  he  found  an  op 
portunity  of  remounting  the  throne  ^ 
father  DuRiNG  thcfe  tranfaftions,  the  famed  Jefuit  Father  Vaji 

Pays'/  in-  had  found  means  to  penetrate  into  the  borders  of  Ahijfinw\ 
citation  and  had  met  with  a  joyful  reception  at  the  convent  of  Fn 
^i^ir  mo«/z,  where  he  had  fpent  fome  time  in  cpmpofing  and  dif 
tributing  a  catechifm  among  their  profelytes,  whilfthe 
waiting  for  an  anfwer  to  a  letter  he  had  fent  to  the  youE 
emperor  Jaacoh^  then  on  the  throne.  Za-Denghil^  upon  hi 
acceflion  to  it,  was  foon  apprifed  of  his  being  at  Frenum 
and  of  his  charaAer  as  a  learned  man^  a  great  travellei;,  po 
litician,  and  zealous  catechift  ;  and,  being  naturally  curiou 
,  and  affable,  fent  him  a  prefling  invitation  to  come  to  ' ' 
.court,  by  an  obliging  letter,  which,  for  its  fingularity, 
"thought  worthy  of  being  inferted  in  the  margin  (M).    Th 

^  TSLLEZ,  LOBO,  LVDOLFH^  &  al. 

(M)  The  letter  of  the  empc-  "  it,  and  hath  given  us  the 

ror  Za'Dengbilf  alias  Axnaf  Se-  "  pire,  and  hadi  made  us  h( 

£ued,  to  Father  Pays.  "  of  all  ;  even  as  Da*vid  fayi 

t  "May  the  letter  of  the  em-  *•  Hhe  ftom  ^hich  the  huildn 

**  pci'or   Jztiaf   Segued   come  "  rejeBed  is  become  the  head  cot 

*•  to  the  hands  of  the  worthy  **  ner-fione.  Now  roay.tKe  fs"" 


I  at 
court 


**  father,  who  is  ttiafter  of  the  '*  Lord  end  that  well  which  h 

**  Por'tuguefe.     How    is    your  "hath  begun.     Hear  farthc 

*•  health  ?    Hear  what  follows,  "  that  wc  are  very  deiirous  thj 

**  and  the  good  things  which  "  you  ihould  come  fpeedily  1 

"  our  Lord  God  hath  done  for  "  us,  and  that  you  bring  th) 

**  us.    We  were  feven  years  in  "  booksof  j^ftice  of  thekiag 

"  prifon,   and  endured  inume-  "  ofPor/«Ffl/,ifyouhavethem} 

**  rablehardfhips:  but  our  Lord  *•  for  wefli^l  be  glad  to  fefl 

God,  taking  compaflion  on  **  them  (38J," 


our  mifery,  brought  us  out  of 


£ither 
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&thar  gkdly  accet)ted  the  favour ;  but  thfc  viceroy  of  7%r^, 
vbo  was  to  cooduA  him  to  court,  was  obliged  to  delay  his^ 
departure,  on  account  of  an  irrupticHi  which  the  CalJas  had 
lalidy  made  into  three  different  parts  of  the  empire ;  againiV' 
tise  moi|  confiderable'  of  which,  the  emperor  was  obliged  to 
loarch  in  perfon,  whilft  his  viceroys  had  orders  to  ftop  the 
progrefs  of  the  other  two.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  made  into 
the  kingdom  of  Gojam ;  the  viceroy  of  which  had  orders 
\ftom  him  not  to  attack  the  numerous  barbarians,  till  he  had 
Jdned  him  ;  but  he,  willing  to  put  a  flop  to  their  cruel  ra- 
,Y3ges,  and  venturing  to  fall  upon  them  contrary  to  his  in- 
'ftrodions,  was  totally  dtefeated  ;  which  obliged  the  emperor 
[ii)  double  his  fpeed  to  go  and  attack  them.  By  that  time 
he  was  come  within  their  reach,  his  forces  were  fo  fatigued 
.with  their  march,  as  well  as  difcouragcd  by  the  late  defeat, 
t  they  would  willingly  have  deferred  fighting;  but  feeing 
smfelves  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  three  different  bodies, 
ith  their  ufual  fury,  the  right  and  left  wing  were  quickly 
to  the  route,  and  betook  themfelves  to  flight ;  which  as 
n  as  the  main  body- perceived,  the  chief  officers  came  to 
liade  the  emperor  to  retire,  before  he  was  furrounded  by 
enemy ;  but  were  not  a  little  furprifed^  when  they  he- 
ld that  undaunted  youngprince,  inAead  of  clapping  fpurs 
his  horfe,  alight  fix>m  him,  and,  taking'  his  fliield  in  one 
luid,  and  his  fword  in  the  other,  tell  them,  with  an  intre-  q'hegmpe^ 
*'*  look,  Here  I  am  rejolved  to  die ;  you  may  indeed  efcape  ror  de- 

enemy^sfword^  hut  never  can  the  infamy  of  abandoning  the  feats  the 
emperor  you  havefo  lately  proclaimed,    Thefe  words  had  fuch  Gallas 
a  fudden  effeft  upon  his  troops,  that  one  would  have  thought  ^fhgre^ 
he  had  at  once  transformed  them  from  fheep  into  lions  :  theyJ^^i^^^^ 
gathered  themfelves  up  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  fell  with 
nich  defperate  fury  upon  the  enemy,  that  they  forced  them 
to  turn  their  backs,  and  run  with  all  the  legs  they  had,  whilft 
the  other  two  wings,  obferving  their  flight,  purfued  them 
with  fuch  frefh  vigour,  that  they  did  not  give  over  killing 
ffllnight  obliged  them  to  defift  **. 

On  the  next  morning,  the  emperor  leaving  tte  field  (^Returns 
batde  all  over  ftrewed  with  their  dead  bodies,  marched  im-  ^viaorioMe 
ttcdiately  over  craggy  and  high  mountains  to  find  out  their  kr  to  his 
cond  army  J  whom  his  troops,  now  fluflied  with  viftory,  <'^»/' 
charged  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  they  defeated  them  with  a 
fedh  flaughter  of  the  greater  part.     The  news  of  which  fo 
alarmed  the  third  body,  that  they  all  betook  themfelves  to  a 
hafty  flight,  excepting  400,  who  were  pofted  on  a  high 

^  Tellcz,  nbi  fup.  Ludolph,  Lobo,  &c. 

moun- 
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mountain  to  guard  feme  of  their  booty.  Tbefe  I9cewife  the. 
emperor  caufed  to  be  attacked  by  fome  cf  his  beft  cUmbers^ '. 
which  -was  executed  with  the  fame  v^our  and  fuccefs  ;•  tht 
Galks,  after  a  (but  defence,  being  for  the  moft  part  cut  it 
pieces.  After  which,  the  emperor  led  his  viftorious  army  tti; 
his  ufual  refidence ;  beUig  no  lefs  beloved  by  his  fubjcfl%-j 
than  dreaded  by  his  enemies,  for  his  fingular  valour  and  a^ 
traordinary  fuccefs. 
Father  It  was  not  lotig,  however,  before  he  quite  forfeited  the| 

Pays  is      afieftions  of  the  former,  by  the  arrival  of  Father  Pays  in  thi^ 
brought  to  imperial  camp,  and  the  furprifing  afcendant  which  that  pot 
€Qurt.        litic  and  intriguing  Jefuit  gained  over  him ;  fpr  no  foonci^ 
had  the  Tlfgr^a/z  viceroy  received  the  news  of  his  viftoriow 
return,  than  he  accpmpanied^  him,  as  he  was  ordered,  tofti 
digere^  near  the  Denibean  lalj:c,  where  the  court  was,  aw 
His  grand  where  he  wa^  quickly  admitted  into  the  royabprefeiice  mi 
reception    great  folemnity  ;  and,  after  having  had  the  honour  to  kifs  \k 
then.        majefty*s  hand,  was  immediately  ordered  to  fit  down  on  th 
higheft  ftep  on  which  his  couch  or  tlirone  flood,  where  the 
both  converfed  a  confiderable  time^  without  any  regard  to  di 
reft  of  the  company  ;  after  which,  the  emperor  ordered  hil 
,  to  be  handfomely  entertained,  and  gave  him  leave  to  withi 
draw''(N). 
HolJs  a         What  the  fubjeft  of  their  confereocc  was,  Telkz  leave 
conference  US  to  guefs  5  which  IS  no  hard  matter  to  do,  llncc  he  fea 
about  re-  for  him  again  on  the  next  day,  to  hold  a  public  difputewit 
Ugien.       the  Jbijfinian  monks,  and  other  perfons  of  note  \  and  amofli 
,        them,  the  viceroy  of  Ti^re^  who  begged  oi  the  emperctf 
that,  having  heard  the  mailer,  he  would  alfo  his  fcAola 
who  were  brought  thither  for  that  purpofe ;  and,  with  whj 
anfwers  to  their  cateehifm,  the  prince  was  fo  highly  pl< 
that  he  begged  a  copy  of  it ;  which  was  immediately  p 
fented  to  him.     On  the  next  Sunday,  he  fent  for  the  fatbd 

«  Tellez,  ubifup.  c.  18,  &  feq.  Lobo,  LupotPH. 

(N)  The  reader  ttiay  cot  pcr-v  his  complexion  was  fpmewhrf 

Baps  be  difpleafed  with  the  de-  tawny,  and,  were  it  not  thatthlT 

fcription  of  this  prince,  which  colour    is   reckoned  in  Eurom 

father  Pays  hath  been  pleafed  to  Jefs  becoming,    he  would  t($\ 

give  us  of  him.    He  ieemed  to  have  been  inferior  to  the  finclll 

be  about  a6  years  of  age,  tall,  men  among  us:  inaivord,^^^ 

manly,   and  well  (haped  ;    his  that  father,  his  per/on  ixas  nvor* 

eyes   large  and   beautiful,  his  thy  of  the  empire  he  heUy  and  tb$ 

nofc  fliarp,   and  his  lips  thin  ;  m^jefty  he  reprefented  (39). 

{39)  Jpud  Tcliest},  ubifup,  /.iii.  cil^ttjep 

5  ,        *" 

I 
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to  fay  faafs,  and  preach  before  him  ;  and  profited  fo  well  The  emft^ 
nndcr  his  new  inftruftor,  that  he  forthwith  ifTued  out  a  pro-  rsrfa- 
damatioa  agajnft  obfenring  the  fabbath,  and  went  on  fo  faft  «'««'*j  /^^ 
in  other  refpefts,  that  the  good  father  was  forced  to  advife  ^«''f^  ?r 
him  to  go  more  gently  on.     It  is  indeed  very  likely  that  aU-^o^^- 
this  pretended  warmth  was  rather  owing  to  the  expeftatiott 
Ic  was  in  of  receiving  fome  conflderable  reinforcement  from 
GtAy  which  that  father  made  him  hope  for^  than  to  any  ton- 
jiftion  in  favour  of  the  Roman  church.     This  made  \im  Letters  H 
•rite  two  letters,  the  one  to  pope  Clement  VIII.  and  the  other  the  pope 
j^  Philip  U.  of  Spain,  filled  with  the  greateft  cxpreffions  of««^^^'^^ 
lesd  for  their  church  and  perfons.    That,  in-  particular,  to  the  ^/  Spam^; 
ontif  contained  the  ftrongeft  promifes  and  engagements  of 
luverfal  obedience  to  his  fee,  and  the  decpefl  fentiments  of 
ititude  to  his  holinefs,  whofe  zeal,  he  was  given  to  under- 
ad  by  Father  Pays^  for  the  falvation  of  fduls  was  fuch; 
It  he  was  labouring  at  it  even  to  the  cffufion  of  his  blood i 
e  therefore  defires  him,  as  the  true  vicar  of  Chrift,  and  the 
(SceflTor  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  to  promote  the  alliancd 
idfriendfliip  he  was^  then  negotiating  with  the  king  of  Spaing 
A  to  prevail  on  him  to  difpatch  a  fufficieiit  number  of  forces 
jto  Abijfinia,  to  aifift  him  in  fuppreffing  the  barbarous  Gal-  Sends  fo^ 
f,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fend  him  fome  fathers  to  \n-fre/h  mif' 
ttft  his  fubjefts  in  the  true  faith.     He  concludes  with  xki^ftfionaries 
irds,  Let  thoje  fathers  you  fend  us  be  virtuous  and  learned^  ^Jid forces.- 
rf  they  may  teach  us  'what  is  requifiie  for  the  g9od  of  our 
h*    Few  words  to  the  wife  '. 

These  letters  Mr.  Luddlph  vfery  mtich  fufpefts  bf  being 

iged,  and  the  reader  may  fee  his  reafons  for  his  thinking 

Bm'fuch  «  :  •  however  that  be,  Father  Pays  fent  them  into 

trojfe,  as  delivered  to  him  by  the  emperor's  own  hand,  who 

Bs  himfelf  in  them  y^znaf  Segued,  the  name  he  had  taken  at 

scoronation.  I  He  adds,  that  he  ordered  him  at  the  fame 

Btt  to  write  more  explicitly  to  the  pope;  and  to  acquaint 

ht^  tKit  the  fuccours  which  he  afkdd  for  were  to  fecure  hito 

^ft  fuch  of  his  fubjefts  as  ttiould  oppofe  his  eftablifhing  thd 

Wtm  faith  in  Ethiopia  i  and  that  he  only  medtioiied  them 

idcfigned  againft  the  Gallai,  in  order  to  amufe  his  fecretary^ 

ihe  himfelf  dared  not  write  it  with  his  own  hand,  left,  if  it- 

^ould  be  intercepted,  his  own  fubjefts  fhould'  rife  up  and 

"•order  him.    The  letter  is'  dited  June  26,  1604,  and  may 

^  feen  intire  in  Tellez  \     The  other,  which  Was  written  to 

ftcking  of  iS/^rt,  was  much  in  the  femfe  ftrain;  and,  befidcfe 

'  Kd.  ibid.  t  Lib.iii.  c.  i  6;  «» Ubi  fup.  See  alfo 

GoERfcEico.  CobiGV.it  Hi. 
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die  above-mentioned  fiipply  of  forces,  defired  him  to  fend 
one  of  his  daughters  to  give  in  marriage  to  his  fon.     Father 
Pays  was  moreover  prefented  with  300  ounces  of  gold,  which 
he  abfolutely  rcfufed,  begging  only  of  him  the  liberty  of 
building  a  church ;  which  beii^  readily  granted,  he  went  in 
queft  of  fome  proper  pcrfon  to  lend  his  letters  by. 
A  rebel'        THESE  open  proceedings  foon  alarmed  the  great  officers 
lion  raijed  of  the  empire  ;   the  !Abuna  Peter  himfelf  declared  againft 
ii^infi      them,  and  abfolved  all  the  people  from  their  allegiance  to  die 
him :         emperor.     At  the  fame  time,  a  turbulent  fellow,  named  Za 
Salafe,  whom  that  prince  had  recalled  from  his  banifhment  ia 
the  kingdom  ofEnarea,  during  the  reign  of  young  Jaacob^ 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  revolted ;  who,  perceiving 
the  danger  of  their  church,  were  now  riling  up  in  arms  in 
defence  of  it,  and  had  refolvcd  to  reftpre  the  crown  to  young 
AlanioiCd  Jaacob^  then  clofe  prifoner  in  Enarea.     He  was  joined  in  this 
by  bis ,      dcfign  by  fome  of  the  gi'eateft  officers  in  Abijfinia,  and  par- 
forces;       ticularly  by  Ras  Athenaus^  one  of  the  emprefs's  fons-in-law ; 
fo  that  the  confpiracy  was  foon  brought  to  too  great  a  head, 
under  thofe  great  commanders,  to  be  fupprefled  by  Za- 
end  inter-  t)enghil^  efpecially  as  the  Abuna's  interdift  had  caufed  fuch  a 
diSkdby    defeftion  among  his  troops,  that  he  had  hardly  any  left  ^Q 
iheJbuna*,  fupport  him,  or  that  he  could  confide  in,  except  his  Portu* 
guefe^  about  200  in  number,  with  their  brave  commander 
John  Gabriel  at  their  head.     To  thefe,  and  to  Father  Pays^ 
he  addrefled  himfelf  in  words  to  this  eSk£i :  "  This  revolt  is 
**  raifed  againft  me,  becaufe  I  was  deiiro^s  to  bring  my  fub- 
1*  jefts  into  the  true  faitli,  and  to  deliver  them  from  the  op- 
**  preffion  of  tyrants  j"  meaning  tho^  who  held  the  reins 
during  Jaacob'%  minority.     To  which  they  replied^  that  he 
would  do  well  to  delay  engaging  the  rebel  army,  whick  was 
iQ  {upcr ior  in  number,  till  he  could  fo  far  increafe  his  own  as 
to  be  able  to  make  head  againft  them ;  which  advice  w^  fo 
much  the  more  reaibnable,  ^s  hie  had,  in  his  march,  aug- 
mented his  own  forces  toabottt  10,000  men,  and  new  ones 
€»ne  daily  ftill  to  him. 

They  came  at  length  to  ^e  large  plain  of  f^^archa,  almoft 
in  the  very  hcart.of  the  kiugdomjoi  Demb^a,  where  they  were 
foon  alarmed,  with  the  noife  or  the  e^wmy's  trumpets  aod 
kettle-drums,  who  lay  inpamped  at  a  fmall  diftance  frpm  theiiv 
The  traitor  Z^-Salaffi  no  fooner  Jieard  of  their  arrival,  tl^ 
.he  was  for  attacking  them  iTOnediately^,  before  any  of  his 
men  had  time  to  go  over  to  the  emperor  :  and,  for  the  &s^ 
reafon,  the  Portuguefe  general  was  for  declining"  the  battle  for 
a  while ;  but  Za-Denghil,  wljoxould  not  bear  tp  l?e  braved 
by  the  rebels,  confiding  perhaps,  too  much  in  the  jujftice  of 


h&caole,  ord^^ed  his  army  to  be  ranged  in  battle  array;  rfe  Attacks 
fibced  his  200  Portuguefe^  with  fome  of  his  own  men,  on  ^^  rebels 
4c  right,  whilft  he  commanded  the  left  himfelf.     The  Per-  foo/oon.    . 
t^guefe  fell  immediately  on  the  rebels  with  their  ufual  fury, 
ffid  fooQ  put  them,  to  flight,  whilft  ka-Denghily  on  his  fidc^ 
^Ibl^t.with  no  lefs  eagernefs  and  intrepidity  ;  but  being  by 
li^ltes  abandoned  by  the  grcateft  part  of  his  pufillaninious 
^ioops,  and  fupportcd  only  by  a.  fmall  number  of  his  faithful 
WA  braveft  friends,  one  Htnnardin^  2l  Moor,  who  ferved  under  DefidteJi 
Ae  rebel*,  obferving  the  €onfuflon  they  were  in,  made-up  andkilUdi 
Uy  towards  the  emperor^  and  with  his  lance  gave  him 
a  d^perate  wonnd  on  the  neck,  that  he  brought  him  to 
groand.     He  quickly  ftarted  up,  and  with  his  fword  de- 
idfed  himfelf  for  fome  time,  till  the  tr^tor  Za-Salaffc  came 
*  ig  fuU-fpeed,  with  his  lance  couched  again|l  him,  and 
nded  him  in  the  face ;  upon  which^  the  reft  foon  put  an 
to  his  life  with  thdr  fwords.  -    , 

Thu$  fell  that  noble  emperor  a.  facrifice  ,to^  his  untimely 
1,  who  might,  in  all  probability,  have  reigned  long  and 
ipily  over  his  fubjefts,  if  he  had  not  exafperated  them  by 
too  open  affeftion  for  a  church,  againft  which  they  pro- 
i  an  i/reccHKileahie  diflike.     The  battle  was  fought  qn 
13th  of  Oilober  of  the  year  fucceeding  that  of  his  cofo-    1*664. 
Ml,  after  the  ihbrt  ^eign  of  fifteen  months* '  His  death 
an  ^d  to  the  rebellion^  whicli  had  been  chiefly  raifed  in 
ldc«|  to  his  too  violent  meafures  in  favour  of  the  church 
Awf  J  whilft  the  diforder^  that  followed  foon  after  gave 
'  *«r,  the  next  competitor  fiw  the  crown,  a  fair  opportu- 
of  makiEig  a  fuccdsful  attempt  upon  it '. 
We.  have  already  taken  notice  how  this  prince,  whom  the  Sufneai 
^utje  writers  c^mondy  call  Socinios,  made  his  efcapc  re^i'Vft 
the  difta^nt  frontier  kingdom  of  Jmhara,  to  efcape  the  ^'  t^^ 
of  the  iiHaiftEi-s  and  partifans  x>f*  young  Jaacob ;  and  ^^M^** 
it  feesifr>  be  n^iin tailed  himfelf,  though  in  great  di-^       "  .    * 
ye,!  Wfc^  *  refolution  ^nd  bravery  worthy  the  fon  of         *"    * 
jS^t^SafiHdfif^  Of  Paciiad^Sy  who  loft  his  life  in  fighting 
''^  tfa^  GallASy  and  the  grandfon  of  the  noble  emperor 
As  iboo,  therefore,  as  he  underitood  that  the  throne 
become  vacant  by  the  death  of  his  coufia  Za-Denghit^ 
that  the  depofed  baftard  Juacob  was  detained  clofe  prV> 
m  theffur^rmoftpart^  pf  the  empire,  he  fcnt  imjhe- 
iy  <Hie.  of  his  faithful  friends,  named  Bella  ChriJoSy  tQ 
Ath^aus  z^  Za-SaJaJiy  the  two  chief  leadirig  men  in 
em^i?ej  to  aipft  him  in  Jhis  rightful  -pfetenilons  to  thjs 

^  T£Lt£Z,^  LoB6/|i.Ul>0LPH^  Le  GraAD,  &€, 
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Froclcum-  cro-wrn :  to  which  the  former  confented,  after  feme  hefitation, 
^h        and  foon  after  joined  him  with  his  forces;  at  the  head  of 
Athc-       whom  he  was  proclaimed  emperor,  by  the'  title  of  Soltan  Be- 
'*^"'»       gued.     The  fame  raeflcnger  came  next  to  Za-SaUffey  who 
anfwered,  that  though  he  thought  the  crown  belonged  fti 
Jaacoby  as  he  had  been  already  crowned,  yet  if  Jie  did  |tot 
copte  T)y  June  next,  he  would  acknowlege  Sufnetts.    Thi 
^hfwer.  not  fatisfying  him,  he  fent  another  nobkman,  and  t 
monk,  with  a  letter,  importing,  "  that,  as  he  was  now  pro* 
^*  claimed  emperor,  he  would  never  refign  his  title  to  Jaa* 
*^  cob,  nor  even  to  his  own  father,  if  he  was  to  rife  from  tU 
"  dead."     Upon  which,  Za-Salaffey  having  fepured  the  mcft 
fenger,  he  marched  with  his  whole  army  againft  him, 
folving  to  deliver  his  own  anfwer   to  him  with  fword 
hand  ;  which  obliged  him  to  retire  again  to  Amhara^  he 
andXz'    ing  then  Hck  :  but  when  he  perceived  that  the  fummer 
Salafie.     almoft  fpent,  and  Jaacob  not- yet  come  out  of  Enarea,  he  wi 
cafily  perfuaded  to  make  his  fubmiffion  to  the  new  emperoi 
before  he  forced  him  to  it.     Upon  which,  Sufneus  fent  i 
monk  to  adminifter  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  them,  and  thei 
proclaimed  him  emperor.     Immediately  after  which,  Zi 
Za-Sa-     Salajfe  fent  ten  of  his  chief  officers  to  compliment  and  pi 
JaifeV       homage  to  him  in  his  name,  with  an  additional  proteftati( 
ntefage  to  that  he  would  ftand  by  him  againft  all  oppofers,  and 
the  emfi'  Jaacob  by  name,  ftiould  he  now  come  from  Enarea  K 
^^^^  These  were  no  fooner  come  to  the  kingdom  of  Bagemik 

or  Begaineder^  where  Sufneus  was  already  arrived,  and  whd 
he  was  receiving  them  with  feaftings  and  other  tokens  \ 
joy,  than  news  was  brought  to  Za-Salajfey  that  Jaacob 
got  near  Dembea^  and  fent  orders  to  come  and  join  .Inn 
Timprffve  ^P^^  which,  without  the  lead  hefitation  at  the  oath  he  h 
tr^^tU'     taken  to  Sufneus^  he  immediately  complied,  and  led  his  am 
^oui  to      to  him ;  fending,  at  the  fame  time,  a  private  meflage  to  d 
him»  ,       ten  officers  he  had  fent  to  Sufnnti,  to  haftcn  aWay  and  cojl 
to  him.     This  obliged  the  empat)r  to  withdraw  once  mo 
to  Amharay  as  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make  heid  dgaii) 
them,  whilft  Jaacob  was  received  with  ril  demonftratJons  \ 
joy ;  who  immediately  created  the  traitor  general  of  all  li 
forces.  ■  Ras  Athenxus  came  next  with  all  his  troops,  to  p8 
his  homage  to  him,  and  met  with  a  no  lefs  gracious  reo^ 
tion  :  but  their  treachery  proved  a  fcrious  warning  to  MJ 
againft  putting  too  great  a  confidence  in  them  ;  fo  diat,  i^ 
Willing  to  depend  on  the  inftability  of  fortune,  he  chofe  r 
ther  to  come  to  a  compofitioa  with  his  rival;  and  ient  hi 

*  lid.  ibid. 
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\  acoordingly  an  offer  of  the  kingdon^s  of  Jmhard^  Otear^  and 
im^  with  all  the  rich  lands  his  father  had  in  the  Jldngdom 
dCvjam,  provided  he  quitted  his  title  to  the  empire  to  him. 
To  this  Suffieus  anfwered,  that  he  had  a  juf):  claim  to  the  jaacobV 
throne,  and  would  have'  all  or  none  s  upon  which,  Jaaeob,  offers  n^ 
{oding  himfelf  ftrong  enough,  marched  direAly  againft  himJeSedfy 
ftA  incamped  fo  near,  that  he  was  forced  again  t<?  withdraw,  Suifceus. 
'1^  wait  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity  '. 

'   Fortune  foon  offered  him  an  advantageous  one;  for>Za-Sa*  • 
i|»hilft  Jaacob  marched  in  purfuit  of  him,  Zd'SalaJ/e,  iuflead  USt/ur' 
tf  following  him,  took  a  quite  different  road  with  his  own  prift^^  and 
Irmy,  without  giving  any  reafon  for  his  fo  doing ;  the  newjs  defiattd. 
i  which  being  brought  to'  Sufneus  by  his  fpies,  he  went  and 
»fted  himfelf  in  an  ambufh,  at  a  pafs  called  Montcr  Daffar^ 
rhere  he  fuddenly  fell  upon  and  totally  routed  him.     The 
faitor,  with  fome  difficulty,  efcaped  to  Jaacoby  and  left  his 
rmy,  camp,  and  treafure,  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror ;  fo 
lat  he  met  with  but  a  very  cold  reception  from  Jaacob  at 
sarrival.     This  flight  exafperated  him  the  more  againft 
in,  and  made  him  abandon  his  party  to  go  over  to  Sitfnem. 
pcob,  not  lefs  vexed  at  bis  treachery,   marched  direftly 
»nft  his  competitor ;  fully  rcfolved  to  give  him  battle,  lid 
moved  his  camp  from  place  to  place,  whilfl  the  more  po-  Safncua 
fc  SuJheuSy^  like  znothtx  ,Fabius  Cuti^ator^  kept  himfelf  on^^i^^, 
pmore  elevated  grounds,  watching  for  a  proper  time  to  fall  Jaacob 
I  him.     At  lengthji^  as  he  was  decamping  on  Saturday  tht  and  his 
>th  of  March,  the  enemy,,  whb  were  thirty  to  one,  believe-  arniy. 
{that  he  fled,  purfued  him  with  loud  fhoutings;  fo  that 
?was,  againft  his  inclination,  obliged  to  engage  them ;  and,  Engages 
|Ymg  animated  his  handful  of  men  with  great  promifes  of  and  de- 
fsrard,  he  led  them  down  the  hill  with  fuch  impetuous ^^'-J  ^^"^^ 
i?Vy,  that,  to  ufe  the  words  of  th.e  Ethiopk  hiftorian '^''^ 
w,  the  enemy  fell  dhwn  before  him  like  autumn  leaves  Ijc-^'^^^^. 
k  the  wind.     Jaacob  himfelf  was  borne  down  in  tlie  hurly-   ^  ^   ^" 
dj,  yet  no  man  could  boaft  that  he  had  killed  him.     The 
wna  Peter y  who  was  of  the  Jame  fide,  was  flaia  likewife  ; 
luch  Sufneus  nofooner  heard,  than  he  put  a  flop  to  the  pur- 
it,  in  order  to  fpare  the  reft  %  but'  they  were  aU  fehed  with 
"  a  panic,  that  there  was  np-poffibility  of  flopping  them; 
iuch  that,  night  overtaking  them  in  their  flight,  a  much 
number  periflied  by  their  falling  down  the  rocks  and 
^.-jpices,  than  by  the  fword.     Next  morning  they  found 
wJvc  600  horfes  daftied  in  pieces  at  the  foot  of  a  rock  an 
lundred  yards  high,  and  the  ground  covered  with,  the  dea4  / 

1  lid.  ibIA 
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tfodiiss  <!^f  their  riders.    Ras  Athenauiy  who  had  likeWife  gone 

pver  tp  j€LScoh\  fide^  efcaped,  and  took  refuge  in  the  mona- 

ftei7  ofDuna,  and  was  afterwards  pardoned  by  Zcla  ChriJioSy 

Svfneus^s  brother.    Thus  tnA^Jaacob's  life  and  reign,  after 

having  been  twice  raifed  to  the  throne,  from  thence  fent  die 

iirft  time  into  baniflunent,   and  the  fecond  into  another 

^       world  "*, 

Ckfiten^j       SUSNEUS,  pr  Spltan  Segued,  by  this  unexpefted  vic- 

jr^fiip.     tOity,  fecured  himfelf  of  the  crown,  and  freely  forgave  all  the 

f evolters  that  had  cfcaped,  excepting  only  the  Moorijh  officer 

.    '  ^  Mahardin,  or,  as  fome  call  him,  Hutnardin,  who  had  formerly 

.'  given  the  firft  yround  to  Za-Denghily  and  whofe  head  be 

caufed  to  be  ftruck  off:  fo  that  he  gained  as  great  reputation 

by  his  clemency  as  he  had  for  his  valour  (O),  upon  this  occa- 

Cenerqfity  fion.     He  fpent  three  whole  days  in  diftributing  the  fpoil  of 

/^^&/i  owA  the  enemy  among  his  foldiers,  and,  with  a  fmgular  geoero- 

^n.         fity,  rewarded  thofe  who  were  moft  deferving :  after  which, 

he  marched  with  them  to  Coga^  a  place  fituated  between 

Dembea  an4  Bagameder,  where  the  late  Jaacob  ufually  kept 

,  Za-Sil-     his  court.     As  for  the  traitor  Z^L-SalaJfey  he  foon  drew  up- 

la£eV '       on  himfelf,  by  his  indifcretion,   the  punifhment  which  he 

folly,  and  bad  deferved  fq  often  by  his  treachery :  for  being  one  day 

final pu-    heard  to  brag,  that  fome  wife  men  had  foretold  him.  that  he 

Vfl^M^*\   would  be  the  deatji  of  three  monarchs,  and  that  he  had  de- 

ftroyed  two  of  them  already,  the  words  wbre  immediately 

carried  to  Sufneusy  who  Caufed  him  to  be  fent  to  the  ftrong 

.  mounijain  of  Guzmariy  in  the  kingdom  of  Gojaniy  of  which 

he  had  been  lately  made  viceroy  by  Jaacob.  He  thence  made 

ids  efcape,  after  a  year's  confinement,  and  put  himfelf  at 

^   T^LLEZ,  LUDOLPH,  &  U.  ubi  fup. 

(Q)  Sufneus  w^s  ab>ut  thirty-  middle  fizc,  well-fet,  and  braw- 
*  ^hrce  years  of  age  when  he  ny,  and,  in  all  refpeds,  much 
gained  this  noble  victory.  He  like  an  European,  except  the 
fs  defcribed  to  as  as  a  well*  brewnnefsof  his  compl(!3doo. 
^aped  genteel  perfon,  his  vifage  He' was  moreover  an  excel- 
long,  but  well  proportioned,  his  lent  horfeman,  bold,  brave,  afld 
^ad  of  hair  weil-fpr^ad,  his  refolute,  and  well-read  in  the 
.eyes  of  a  fine  hazel-colour,  very  Ethiopian  hocks.  He  wasdif- 
iparkling  and  amiable,  feem-  cretc,.  courteous,  bountiful,  and 
i^gly  obliging  all  men  by  his  warlike,  inured  to. martial  hard- 
looks  ;  bis  nofe  was  (harpi  His  Ihip,  as  having  been  ten  years 
lips  thin,  his  beard  black,  but  fucceflively  in  arms,  without 
broad,,  his  flature  *  above  the  one  day's  intermiffion  {40). 

(^o)  Pays,  afud  'Telle  t,  uhi  Juf,  liht'm.  c,  30. 

tBc 
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the  b&ii  eS  a  gang  of  banditti,  in  the  province  of  Oleca, 
where  ttie  infaabitaots,  having  caught  him  in  an  amba(h» 
cot  off  his  head,  and  ifent  it  ftuck  upon  a  fpear  t<r  the  em- 
poor,  who  caufed  it  to  be  (et  up  before  his  own  palace.  Athe- 
AtheruniSy  or  j^thanataus,  fared  not  much  better ;  for  that  naeus*/ 
prmce  caufed  him  to  be  ftripped  of  his  ill-gotten  lands,  ^nifi^^'^^ 
loon  after,  his  wife,  according  to  the  cuftom  dF  the  Jibiffi-P^^^r 
man  ptiacdTes,  formerly  taken  notice  o£",  abandoned  him :  ' 
fediat  he  was  reduced  to  the  meaneft  condition,  after  having 
flma  formerly  the  firft  man  in  the  empire,  next  to  the  em- 
;|ctQr.    Sufneus  likewife  caufed  the  grants  of  lands  formerly 
^;icttled  upon  the  Jefuits  to  be  confirmed  to  them  for  ever  ?  ^ 
f  jAe  publication  of  which  was  performed  by  proper  officers, 
'With  the  ufual  ceremony,^ which  the  reader  will  find  defcribed 
ria  the  margin  (P).     So  fond  was  that  mcxiarch  of  the  com-  Jefuits 
^j  of  thofe  fathers,  that  finding  upon  his  arrival  2JiCogay  called t^ 
l^hat  they  were  retired  to  their  monaftery  at  Freniona,  he  fent  court. 
Immediately  for  them ;  and,  as  it  was  then  in  the  wintcr- 
iieafon,  ordered  them  to  come  by  the  way  of  the  Dembean 
Idee;  which  they  readily  complied  with,  notwithftanding 
<he  rifle  they  ran, from  the  lightnefs  of  their  tancons,  or  fmall 
tfifti-boats,  and  the  fea-horfes  which  infeft  that  lake ;  being 
lefs  ready  to  anfwer  the  fummons  of  fo  kind  a  friend  than 
was  to  have  them  near  him,  to  confult  them  on  every 
fence,  and  efpecially  about  getting,   if  not  fome  freih 
:es,  at  leaft,  a  fupply  of  workmen,  to  call  him  fome  new 
s,  bombs,  <bc.  make  gtmpowder,  ^and  other  neceflary 
.atenffls  of  war. 

■  See  before,  p.  77,  &  feq.  •  TEtLBz,  &  al.  nbi  fup. 

(P)  This  ceremony  is  afaally  kill  here  and  there  a  goat,  anit 

^performed   by    an  azagge,  or  bury  the  head  of  it,  to  ferve  for 

iWd,  or  a.haaxnar,  who  is  a  another   kind   of  land-mark; 

jifcndof  magillrate  or  judge,^  and  the  removing  of   any  of 

.andtak^s  a  circuit  round  the  either    fort   is   punifhed    with 

.^Iborder  of  the  lands  contained  great  feverity, 
^iadie  grant.     He  is  generally        The  lands  thtis  granted  en* 

i^tccompanicd  by  the  emperor's  joy    confidcrable    immunities, 

i1*aficians,  with  their  trumpets,  and  are  as  perpetual  as  any 

/kettle- drums,  ^c.  which  fum-  thing  of  that  kind  can  be  in  a 

iMm  all    the    people  of    the  country  where  the  government 

i  ieighbourhood  to  come  and  fee  is  liable  to  fuch  frequent  changes    ~ 

\  ife  land-marks  placed  and  fix-  and  revolutions  (4 1)« 
^K  They  Ukewife  fometim^s 

.  (41}  7elU»,  ¥iffi^'  Lu4dph,  tt  ^. 

5^  e«T 
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|6o8.         But  whilft  they  were  thus  hatching  thdr  new  projeAsi 
Jm  im-     ^  fbange  report  was  fpread  about^  which  failed  not  to  fur* 
paftor/en  prife  and  alarm  them  aJI :  it  was,  that  the  late^peror  Jaac^^ 
^p/or  tb$  whom  they  had  fuppofed  to  have  been  (lain  in  tie  late  fight, 
fpip^or     y^2s  ftill  s^ive,  and  had  gained  a  coniiderable  number  of  pairt 
Jjl^cab.     ^jfj^j^g  jjj  ^j^g  kingdom  of  Tigre.    There  had  been,  in  faft,  a 
bold  youth,  whether  the  i;^  Jaacobf  or  an  upftart;  impoftori  J 
who  aflfumed  the  title,  appeared  in  and  about  the  monaflerf  | 
of  Bizan  ^  a  proper  place  for  his  parpofe,  on  account  of  its  | 
vicinity  to  the  port  t)f  Mazwa,  dfpedally  as  thofe  monkSy  \ 
who  were  of  the  order  of  St.  Etifiacius  %  were  very  nume-  j 
rous,  and  difperfed  through  great  part  of  that  kingdoiQ,'| 
where  they  ferved  as  curates,  and  bore  a  great  fway  among  j 
the  populace,  who  came  flocking  about  him  accordingly,  as  \ 
to  their  emperor,  whom  God  had  miraculoufly'  preferved,  j 
and  fent  to  them.  The  better  to  difguife  the  unl&enefs  that  \ 
was  betw^n  the  countenance  of  that  prince  and  his  own,  j 
Jie  wore  a  fcarf  over  his  head,  which,  in  the  coming  dowa  j 
*     below  his  chin,  covered  the  greater  part  of  his  face ;  pr^ 
tending  that  he  had  received  a  ftroke  of  a  fpear  in  the  late 
battle,  which  had  broke  out  his  teeth,  and  fadly  disfigured 
¥oll<nKed   him  ;  all  which  was  believed  without  any  further  examimri 
h  *^'     v^*^°  •  infomuch  that  all,  either  out  of  pity  to  his  misfortune 
monks  and^^^ '^^  hopes  of  being  amply  rewarded,  accommXDdated  hiffi^ 
t^^t^.''       ^ith  ijiorfes,  mules,  arms,  and  what  other  things  they  could 
•fpare  to  him.     Many  more,  who  lived  by  robbing,  can«j 
over  to  him,  in  hopes  of  plunder;  and  h^  faw  himfelf,  in  A! 
(hort  time,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  with  whom  l^P  j 
lavages    dei'cended  into  the  low  lands,  and  conunitted  the  moA  cruel  < 
j^be  low      o^trages  and  robberies.  Having  plundered  a  caravan  of  feme 
^{«,<^.        gold,  he  caufed  it  to  be  flatted,  and  made  into  the  fliape  of 
the  Ahljfinian  crown,  elfewhere  defcribed '. 

He  was  at  length  grown  fo  powerful  and  formidable,  tkat 
the  emperor  was  obliged  to  fend  his  brother  Sella  Chrijloi 
with  an  army  againft  him,  compofed  of  what  forces  he  had, 
though  much  inferior  in  number,  whllft  Ala  Chriftos  was  oi- 
dered  tp  march  with  another  body  into  Bagameder.  Howr 
'ever,  the  imperial  forces,  being  better  difciplined,  cafily 
routed  thofe  of  the  ftiam  Jaacob,  and  forced  him  to  fly  back 
,to  the  mountains  beyond  Deharoa  more  than  once.  But 
whilft  the  emperor  thought  of  putting  a  ftop  to  one  evily 
he  brought  a  much  greater  one  upon  himfelf;  for  the  reft - 
lefs  GalliiSy  whom  Sella  Chriftos^s  prefence  deterred  from  com- 
mitting any  hoftility  in  his  government,  no  foon^  heard  of 

I  De  hoc,  vjde  fop.  p.  ai6.     i  H)id.  p.  36^.    »  ?•  i$4,  f^b  not. 
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Jiis  beii^  matched  far  enough  off,  than  they  entered  the  pro* JNT/^  re-^ 
vince  with  fach  a  numerous  train,  that  Sufneus  was  obKged  to  tfclts  im 
colieft  what  forces  he  had,  and  to  march  againft  themt^'f^/'^ 
and,  being  vaftly  inferior  in  number,  was  twice  defeated  by  *«'«*f«* 
them.    The  news  of  this  difafter  rendering  the  counterfeit 
Jaacob  more  daring  and  infolent,  and  StUa  Chrijios  lefs  able 
to  make  head  againft  hin;i,  an  exprefs  was  fent  to  the  em- 
peror by  the  latter,  defiring  him  to  march  with  all  poiTibJls 
fpeed  with  his  whole  army  to  Axwna^  in  order  tb  be  crowned 
there,  as  ufnal ;  to  which  he  the  more  readily  confented,  as' 
he  had  now  taken  his  revenge  of  the  GaUas,  and  gained  a 
complete  idftory  over  them. 

Whilst  he  was  upon  his  march,  the  impoAor,  who  had  7hijhmm 
heard  only  of  his  two  defeats,  but  not  of  his  viAory,  was  Jaacob 
the  more  encouraged  to.  come  down  ixom  his  high  movoi- defi^id. 
tains,   as  a  report  had   been  perhaps   defjgnedly  fpread 
iUttong  hia  men,  that  Sella  Chfiftos  was  fled,  and  had  left  all       ' 
Jus  tents  behind..    He  wasjfhowevcr,  foon  undeceived,  when 
the  viceroy  came  fuddenlyiipon  him,  and,  after  an  obftinate 
fight  on  both  fides,  routed  him  with  great  flaughter,  and 
drove  him  afre(h  to  his  old  fhelter  among  the  rocks,  but 
without  being  able  either  to  kill  or  take  him  ;  the  king  ftiU 
continuing  his  marc^  over  the  high  mountains  of  Lamahnon^ 
formerly  defcribed  •,  and  arrived  fafe  at  the  head  of  his 
ttfmy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Axumaj;  and  was  foon  after  Tlfeemfg* 
orowned  with  the  ufual  folemnity  in  that  metropolis,  by  thc^^^^w*- 
abuna,  on  Sunday  the  23d  of  March ;  his  brother  Sella  £!irf**  ^^\ 
^os  and  Father  Pays  affifting  at  the.ceremony. 

-  As  foon  as  the  coroniltion  was  over,  the  king  marched  di-  Jaacob  ( 
icdUy  in  fearch  of  the  impoftor  among  the  mountains  of  De^  hides  him* 
harowa ;  of  which  he  having  notice,  difmifled  his  men,  and,  him/elfin 
irith  only  four  fervants  and  a  few  goats,  hid  himfelf  fo  ^  ^^'*'^* 
dofely,  that  the  emperor  could  not  get  fcent  oi  him  all  the 
time  he  ftaid  in  that  neighbourhood.    In  the  mean  time,  as 
poe  revolt  is  no  fooner  quelled  in  one  province  than  a  new 
one  is  r^fed  in  another :  a  flave  of  the  late  emperor  Malac 
Segued,  named  Melchizedech,  came  from  the  mountains  of 
Amhara^  and  joined  himfelf  to  one  y^r/oo,  faid  tQ  have  been 
a  brother  of  the  late  Za-DengUl,  and  mar^rhed  with  him 
into  the  kingdom  of  Detnbea.    Againft  thefe  he  fent  his  bro-  ftyDo  re^ 
thcr  with  a  good  force,  who  came  time  enough  to  ftop  their  waiters 
progrefe.  The  head  rebels  thinking  themfelves  ftrong  enough  </5^«//</, 
to  engage  him,  the  flave  Was  flain  in  the  fight,  and  Jrfoo  and  killed. 
taken  prifonerj,  and  fent  to  the  emperor^  who  ordered  him 

S  Sec  ^wfoyc,  p.  jj. 

to 
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to  be  beheaded.    Sufiuus,  .befinre  his  4q>artiire  from  thcTe 

{xuts^.vas.pleafed  to  vifit  the  motiaiftery  of  Fremotuty  and 

made  a  praent  to  'the  JefuUs  of  300  pieces  of  ^ht»  leav- 
,  log  the.abuaa  Sinuon  there  to  be  inftru^led  by  them  in 

^  Rrnidjh  faith  ;  after  which  he  b^an  his  inarch  homeward, 
'  accompanied  by  the  viceroy  SeUa  Chrtfios,  and  left  jmpfala 

Chrijios,  a  brave  and  prudent  nobleman,  governor  of  the 

kingdom  of  Tigre  ^ 

AhJu  this  time  Jfaacci  had  conticitied  in  his  case,  be  and 
bis  four  fervants  bdng  (»ily  fupported  with  the  milk  of  afev 
goats ;  but,  bemg[  now  informed  of  the  emperor's  departure, 
he  ventured  himielf  out  again,  whilft  thi^  governor  Amp/ok^ 
whom  dut  monarch  had  left  with  a  ftri^l  charge  to  ferret 
him  out,  had  tried  all  the  ways  he  could  think  of,  though 
ail  in  vain,"  and  now  lay  fick  ztG9tapel  near  Frem&na,  'with 

.only  a  handful  of  mbn.     This  encouraged  a  couple  of  ban- 
ditti to  join  themfelves  with  Jaacbb^  in  hopes  to  furprife  and  | 
murder  the  fick  governor.     They  had  1 500  men  with  them, 
and  would  infallibly  have  fucceeded  in  their  attempt,  had  not 
one  of  them,  by  .taking  a  ihorter  cut,  brought  him  timdy 
notice  of  it.  %The  viceroy,  fick  as  he  was,  wcwld  have  gone 
to  meet  them ;  but  a  P^tuguefs  advlfed  him  to  conceal  a  few 
of  his  mufketeers  in  fome  conveni^it  pafs,  who  (bould  fir^ 
upon  them  as  foon  as  they  approached.     The  plot  fucccedc« 
to  their  wifli/  and  the  villains,  at  the  firft  firing,  fell  flat  upon  ; 
their  faces ;  then  ftarting  up,  betook  themfelves  to  fli^t,  and  \ 
were  parfued  with  great  flaughter  y  feventeen  of  them  being  | 
taken  prifoners.     Jaacah  efcaped  once  more ;   but  was  at  i 
Taacob    length  taken  by  two  Abiffine  officers,  who  beheaded  him,  ana 
hbnakd.  feat  his  head  to  the  emperor  (  O  )•     This  was  the  end  of] 
*-■  'da!:  I 

,   *  Tellez,  LoBO,  &  al.  ubi  fup. 


Jatcob 


*  A  plot  to 
murder 
the  'Vice- 
roy de* 
feated. 


\  {  %)  Thefe  were  called  Jm- 
J^ata  Geoiroris  and  Zarab  Jaunezy 
two  relations  of  the  late  empe- 
Tor  Jaacohy  who,  believing  this 
impoter  to  be  the  fame  perfon, 
liad  engaged  to  ftand  by  him 
with  their  lives  aad  fortunes ; 
but  coming  to  him  to  be  fatisfied 
about  it,  they  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  true  oqe,  the 
cheat  was  foon  found  out,  tho' 
he  fhewed  them  but  a  fmalt 
part  of  his  face;  and  they  re* 
folvedto  fecure  him.     lie -was. 


however,  aware  of  their  dc- 
iign,  and  timely  gave' them Jthe 
flip,  with  his  600  men ;  which 
put  them  to  the  trooble  rf 
iearching  afrcfli  a^ong  thofc 
high  and  rocky  places  where 
he  ttfually  fkcdked. 

They  caught  him  at  laft*  ani^> 
upon  pulling  his  -ma^  o£ 
found  that  he  had  not  the  leaft 
fear  upon  his  face  ;  upon  which, 
they  ^ook  care  to  have  him 
p.ubliclx  expofcd,  to  take  ofF 
all  fufpicion  e>f  his  being  the 
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tbat  impoftor,  vrho  had  caofed  fo  much  mifehief  aod  blodd- 
Aed  in  the  empure ;  aad  yet  there,  wasted  nc^  par ti&ti9>  mho, 
either  out  of  diflike  to  the  mnperor  and  hi$  Jefuats^  or  (or 
ixac other  views,  gave  out  that  he  was  efcaped,  and  £ed  into 
Jfdia;  loibmuch  that  it  was  afterwards  ftrpngly  reported, 
that  there  was.  a  man  in  the  kmgdcmi  of  Decan  fo  very  like 
him,  that  he  was  believed  ro  be  the  very  faoie  perfim ". 

Hjlthjeilto  we  have  only  dwelt  on  matters  of  fht&t  a«d  Sttban 
it  is  probable  enough  that  the  di&Aers  we  havt  been  fpeaking  $eg«cdV 
of,  hindo-ed  Solian  Steeds  applying  himfelf  fo  clofely  to/awmr  t^ 
thofe  of  religion,  as  he  was  otherwifi^  ind^d  to  do ;  at  the  ^^^m/- 
feme  time  that  they  took  off  the  eyes  <rf  the  people  ftcom  {o^^fi^nartaj* 
lag  the  progrefs  which  the  Roman  miilionAries  made  in  feve- 
ral  paas  of  the  empire.  One  may  fay,  thdr  affiiirs  had  nci^er 
been  in  {o  hopeful  a  condition,  as  now ;  and  the  pope  aftd 
king  of  Spmn^  though  they  feemed  qnite  foigetfiul  of  the 
emperor's  requcft,  with  refpeft  to  either  forces  or  workmen, 
jset  took  care  to  fend  them  firefti  fuppUes  of  preachers,  whp 
were  fure  to  meet  with  a  gracious  reception  fram  him,  dpe- 
cially  as  they  came  fiaugjit  with  freih  promifes  with  r^rd 
to.  the  other  two  articles ;  though,  in  all  likelihood,  no  fueh 
thing  was  defigned, 

'     The  following  year,  the  court  being  removed  from  Ae    1^13, 

'  old  flation  xxxDighana^  a  place  on  the  north^fide  of  the  jO^wz- 

hean  lake,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gorgora^  where  the 

fathers  refided,  gave  them  frequent  opportunities  of  con- 

verfing  and  difputing  with  ^ella  Cbri^es^  the  empeior's  bro- 

»  Tellez^,  Ludolph,  &  al.  nbl  fup.   Vide  «t  L«  G&AjTDg 

Biffert.  ix.  p.  300,  k  feq. 

Tt^XJaacobi  after  which,  they  nek  threw  thenifelves  on  de 

caofed  his  head  to  be  ib-ucko^,  mercy  of  that  monarch,  and 

andfent  to  the  emperor,  who  pleadied  their  having  feizcd  and^ 

ordered  it  to  be  carried  about  djfpatched  the  impoftor  as  foon 

tbroQgh  the  whole  kingdom  of  'as  they  had  difcovercd,  him  toi 

figre,  that  dicy  might  be  fatis-  be  fuch,  as  a  motive  for  their 

Bed  of  their  having  been  dclud.  fiding  with  the  truer  Jaacohi 

ed.  This  foon  allayed  the  Con-  which   was  tlie  aiarc  readily  > 

hifion  he  had  thrown  the  king-  granted,  as  tfcetr  ie(|adl  was 

dom  into,  and  all  readily  fab-  backed  by  Father  Pays^    who  , 

mitted  to  the  emperor,  who  pu-  was  fent  with  them  to  court  by 

wfted  only  fome  few  of  the  the  viceroy  to  be  their  inter, 

riogleaders,  but  fpared  the  reft,  ceflbr  (42). 
Amhara  Ge^rgis  and  Zara  Jaw 

(4»)Tr/A»,  lAifup.    LuJp/pb.i,iL  C.7.  ».  48,  «/>f.    U  Grsifd.  ReUt.  ♦ 

4  tbcr^ 
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Sella        thcr,  daring  that  and  the  foDowing  year.    He  is  reprefentcd 

ChriHos    as  a  wife,  learned,  and  aflable  piincc;    and  whether  really 

mAraces    conrinced  in  his  mind,  as  they  ^rm,  or  out  of  a  fcrvile 

-#^Ro-     complaifance  to  his  brother,  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to 

***^         fay;  but  it  appears  from  their  account,  that,  about  the  fame 

/^  time  that  he  made  public  profcffion  of  his  converfion  to  the 

church  of  Rome^  which  was  the  very  next  year,  the  emperor 

ttvamtdi  his  imperial  camp  from  thence  into  the  kingdom  of 

x6ia.    Cojam^  and  created  him  viceroy  6i  it;   which  was  almoft 

(  equivalent  to  the  making  him  king  of  it,  as  he  ^ve  him  the 

whole  revenue  of  that  country,  and  as  he  was  to  be  obeyed 

in  it  like  the  emperor  himfelf.     From  that  time  Sella  Chriflos 

became  liot  only  a  zealous  p^ofelyte,  and  main  fupport  to  the 

Roman  church,  both  during  the  life  and  after  the  death  of 

that  monarch,  but  drew  great  numbers  of  the  grandees  and 

•  nobles  of  the  empire,  by  his  example  an4  intereft,  into  the 
liuilds  a  fame  creed.  He  next  caufed  a  church  and  monaftery  to  be 
thurcb  built  for  the  ufc  and  refidence  of  the  Jefuits,  which  was  the 
and  man-,  firft  they  ever  had  in  the  kingdom  otGojam^  and  the  third 
afteryfoT'  ^hey  now  poflefled  in  Abijfinia  ;  the  firft  being  at  Fremona^  vx  \ 
tbij4'      jj^g  Mngdom  of  Ttgre,  and  the  fecond  that  of  Gorgoray  near  • 

Jmts*         the  lake  of  Dembea  \     But  this  new  one  was  moreover  en* 

.  dowed  with  large  revenues,  and  exterifivc  territories,  by  that 

viceroy,  for  the  maintenance  nor  only  of  the  Jefuits,  but  for 

•  the  Portuguefe  widows  and  orphans,  which  were  difperfcd  | 
-  through  the  empire,  and  in  great  want  of  fuch  a  charitable 

Jn  am<-  '  pcovifion.     The  empeiror,  on  his  part^  who  had  not  yet  feiit  I 
iajfjfent  ^^  anfwer  to  the  obliging  letter  which  Father  Pays  had  | 
hy  the  em\  Iwought  him  about  five  years  before  from  Philip  II.  of  Spain^  i 
ferar*        was  now  more  at  leifure  to  do  it  with  more  grandeur ;  and,  \ 
to  that  end,  made  chqice  of  one  of  his  court,  nzm^i^Takor^ 
'  or  Tagur  Egzye,  a  perfon  of  great  prudence  and  experience, 
and  a  very  great  zealot  for  the  Romijb  church,  to  go  thither 
on  an  ambaflfy  from  him,  accompanied  by  Father  Anthony 
Fernandez  ;    who,  inflead  of  going,  as  ufual,  to  Mazwa, 
Takes 'tie  Were,  for  their  greater  fafety,  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 
rout  thro*  through  the  kingdom  of  Enarea  to '  the  coaft  of  Melinda, 
Enarea.    .This  road,  which  was  contrived  by  Sella  Chrijios^  in  order  to 
avoid  the  Turks,  proved  no  lels  difficult  and  dangerous  from 
another  quarter,  which  he  had  not  forefeen.     They  fet  out 
1613.     of  Dembea  about  the  beginning  of  March,  the  following 
year,  attended  by  ten  Portuguefe,  four  of  whom  engaged  to 
attend  them  to  hidlz^  the  other  fix  only  to  the  frontiers  of 
Enarea  \   and,  when  they  came  to  the  kingdom  of  Cojam^ 

^'  lid,  ibid^ 

'       .  !r  .  *  .  •         'the 
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the  viceroy  furniihed  them  with  an  efcorte  of  GaUas  and 
XateSy  whom  he  had  hired  to  conduft  them,  becaufe  the 
way  lay  through  both  their  territories.     They  fct  out  again 
from  Ombrana^  where  the  viceroy's  camp  was,  for  the  king- 
dom of  Enarea,  on  the  i  S^^  of  jfprti^  attended  by  forty ' 
men,  armed  with  dart^  and  targets.     It  would  be  too  tedious 
here  to  tell  our  readers  the  many  difficulties  they  met  with ' 
in  their  croffing  the  Nile,  and  vaft  ridges  of  mountains,,  and 
through  fomc  of  the  territories  of  the  barbarous  Cal/as, 
QfreSy  &c.  before  they  reached  the  kingdom  oiEnarea^  the 
M  territory  belonging  to  the  Ahijfmian  empire  *.     It  will  be^ 
foffident  to  fay,  that  even  the  Ah'ijfmes  themfelves  were  fo  dif- 
fetisfied  with  this  expedition,  which  they  looked  upon,  tho* 
£fguifed  under  various  falfe  colours,  as  calculated  to  intro- 
4oce  the  Portuguefey  in  order  to  bring  their  nation  under 
fteir  power,  and  their  church  under  that  of  the  pope,  did 
all  they  could  to  render  their  journey  more  difficult  and  dan- 
g^us.     This  was  more  plainly  perceived  by  the  cold  recep-  ne  wt* 
tion  which  the  ambaflador  met  with  from  the  fufpicious  vice- ''e?'  ^f 
KSf  of  Enarea,  and  from  the  various  ftratagems  he  ufed  to  Enarea 
ioA  out  the  defign  of  the  ambafly,  which  they  were,  on  their  ^^'^  ^^** 
fstiy  as  careful  to  conceal  from  him.     He  difcovered  enough,  ^*'y 
iowever,  to  convince  him,  and  the  great  men  of  his  court, '^  ar<w^. 
whom  he  confulted  upon  it,  that  it  was  by  no  means  expe-' 
4ient  to  let  them  continue  the  route  that  had  been  chalked; 
mi  to  them ;  feeing  that  was  indeed  the  moft  fafe  and  expe- 
ditious into  India,  and  with  which,  if  the  Portuguefe  were 
once  acquainted,  it  would  be  eafy  for  them  to  pour  in  their 
forces  upon  them,  and  fubdue  them  both  to  their  king  and 
reBgion  :  wherefore  they  refolved  to  fend  them  a  great  and  Senisthtm 
difficult  way  about,  through  the  kingdom  of  BaUi ;  to  which  through 
the  fathers,  after  much  contefting,  were  obliged  to  ixAmAuthe  king* ' 
Upon  which,  having  prefcnted  them  with  thirty  ounces  oidompf 
gdd,  to  defiray  their  charges,  and  ordered  proper  officers  to  ^^"^ 
€OQdu£l  them  on  their  way  through  the  kingdom  diGingiro^ 
akmg  with  an  ambaflador  from- that  kingdom,  who  was  thep 
at  his  court,  towhofe  care  he  committed  the  fathers,  he  gave 
Aem  lea^  to  depart. 

W«  ftiall  follow  theni  no  farther,  but  obferre,  upon  the  Mankcr, 
whole,  that  an  AhiJJinianj  named  Markary  who  was  difpatch-  an  £thio« 
cd,  as  may  be  juftly  fuppofed,  by  fotoe  of  thafe  grandees  of  pian»>J«f 
8ufiuus*s  court,  who  were'  averfe  to  this  ambafly,  to  put  a^'/<l? 
flop  to  its  going  further,  betrayed  their  whole  deflgn  to  the  '^^» 
^v^^nor  of  Amelmal^  in  the  kingdom  of  Cdmak,  aiid,  at  tht 

■    »  De  hoc,  vide  fopra,  p.  38. 
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fame  tunc,  mcenfed  all  the  people  agaioft  them  ;  upoa  wluch, 
the  governor  caufed  them  to  be  arrefbed,  till  he  had  feat  to. 
the  Jbiffinian  court  for  further  infiniAions.  Three  moDths 
dapfed  before  an  anfwer  returned,  with  one  BaharCy  a  mao.v 
well  known  in  thefe  parts,  with  exprefs  orders  to  that  ^ 
vernor,  accompanied  with  fome  rich  prefents;  both  for  hi« 
t  and  for  the  Moorijb  prince  Altco^  to  help  them  forward  on*, 

their  journey,  and  to  furnifh  them  with  all  they  wanted.    Il 
1614.    was  in  the  month  of  June  next  year  before  thefe  c^ers  came;, 
(o  that  they  had  fpent  already  fourteen  mooths  from  their 
firft  fetting  out.    The  governor  complied  with  the  empe-. 
/«/r/>&«fi/ror's  orders ;  hnlJlico,  being  inftigated  by  iWin^^r,  caufc* 
hy  the       theD^  to  be  flopped  afrefh,  and  imprifoned,  when  they  c;^ 
Moor       jnto  his  territories.    A  ftrift  fearch  was  made  into  all  thdof, 
^^^*      cloaths  and  baggage,  in  order  to  find  out  the  emperor's  kl*^ 
ters,  which  the  £ther  bad  providentially  tied  about  tbt: 
brawny  part  of  his  arm;  fo  that  they  efcaped  a  difcovery. 
The  father,  who  was  confined  apart  from  the  reft,  apprc*  | 
bending  the  danger  of  a  fecond  fearch  might  prove  morefata^ 
refolved  at  any  rate  to  prevent  it ;  and  calling  for  fome  6xtf  \ 
and  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  found  means  to  burn  the  letters  na* 
difcoyered ;  which  put  an  ef&ftual  end  to  all  their  fears  an^ 
danger.    Jlico^  having  detained  them  for  ten  days  in  tiu|^ 
confinement,  releafed  them  without  farther  harm,   thoug^^ 
Manker  was  very  prefling  to  have  them  put  to  death  ;  only,a| 
bis  inftigation,  he  kept  three  of  his  four  Porttiguefe  prifoficrst 
tatcedto  and,  to  prevent  the  governor  oi  AmelmaiH  affifting  theasi*^ 
fa  hack,    bailador  to  proceed  on  hi%  journey  by  fome  other  way,  or- 
dered him  ^o  return  to  the  Abijim  court  by  another  route  | 
where,  after  many  fatigues  and  dangers,  he  at  laft  fafe^ 
Jrrhje  at  arrived,  widi  Father:  FgrnaruUz,  though  not  without  gf^^A 
H^^^ '      regret  for  their  difappokitmeat,  and  tb^  lofs  of  their  threw 
compaaionsr  that  ^v^e-l^t  behind  ^ 

The  emperor  wa&  iiolefc  jfexed  af  their  retard,  apd  fM 

account  they  gave  <i  their  journey ;  from^all  which  be.f^i! 

*   fiot  but  clearly  perceive  how  o<Uous  all  his  meafures  wer^  b«^ 

^me  to  moft  of  hii  fubjeAs^  and  what  a  difficult  tzfk  hf 

Cfl«/wr»f#  was  like  to  have  to  bring  about  his  defigns.     Tor^m(^eo^ 

lawxt  -  of  the  main  obftacles  to  it,  he  bethought  himfelf  of  order' 

tic  Por-    ing  ifundry  conferences  and  difputations  to  be  held  betvetf 

^guefc-   -th^'jPortugu^/e  and  tjtve  Abiffines  on  the  controverted  poidtf 

WAbif- jjetween  them  *2  therefult  of  which  ^was^  ths«,  becopuflg 

^»^5.v>     imp^tieftt  at, the  obfti#ai!y  of  the  Fatter,  heiiTued  oat  a  pror 

jjeuaation,  forbldd)dg»  mder  the  fevereft  penal&s,  aay.^ 

r  TsLLBz,  Luo.  |k.4<  «^i  iw^       ^  Vfai  fiip.  p.  14^,  k  H 

■    '      •  his  ' 
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Im  fubjefls  mmntaimng,  that  there  was  hnt.aoA  n^tOK  hi  J  fr$cla* 
drift.    This,  aad  fome  others  which  followed  in  favour  offnation 
die  church  of  Rome,  failed  not  of  putting  the  whole  empire,  ^^^'V       , 
and  efpedally  the  clergy,  into  a  grievous  ferment.  The  abuna  J.^^.  Abif- 
JSbwz,  who  was  then  abfent.  Immediately  came  to  court,  and  J"!!*^ 
t^eatened  to  excommunicate  all  that  adhered  to  the  Rcmi[h\ 
dpifbine;  and  being  fupported  by  Einana  Chriftos^  another 
\^  Sufneus's  uterine  brothers,,  ventured  fo  far  as  to  do  fo^ 
^  to  have  his  excommunication  afHxed  on  the  gates  of  one 
^  the  churches  of  the  imperial  camp.     In  revenge  of  it,  the 
emperor  immediately  cauled  another  proclamation  to  come 
qiity  giving  leave  to  all  hi^  fubjefts  to  embrace  the  faith  which 
tBe  Portuguefi  fathers  preached,  and  had  fo  learnedly  de- 
coded in  their  late  difputations  againft  the  jibWinian  ^doAors.  Munas 
*J*his  was  foon  followed  by  a  fretti  anathema  from  the  abuna^  excommu* 
^t4o>  taking  advantage  of  the  emperor's  being  abfent,  and ''^^^'^^  ^' 
Ipiieed  to  winter  in  the  kingdom,  to  fupprefe  the  revolted '^^  ^^'  . 
Amis  %  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  his  clergy,  in  defence.  o£"^*°' 
;'ibe  old  AbiJ^nian  faith,  and  condemning  all  that  oppofcd  it. 

THis'kft  au^enticjg  the  general;  difcontent  againft  thCiEUiw 
Maman  naiffionanes,   a  young  nobleman,  named  Julius^  oz  takes  np 
MltuSy  or,  as  the  Jbiffinians  pi'onounce  it,  Eulos,  fon-in-iaw  arms 
!;>  the  emperor,,  at  that  time  viceroy  of  "the  kingddm  oi^g^^^^fi 
^r^,  and  a  m-e^t  enen^y  of  i^/Zu  Chrijies.^  ven.tured  to  take''^'^*^* 
&p  arms  in  drfence  of  the  old  religion,  and  to  perfecute  the  ''^''* 
mni/b  fatiiers  at  Fremond,  and  all  their  converts  throughout 
Us  government,  women  as  well  as  men.    The  emperor  was 
5)Qn  apprifed  of  it,  who  forthwith  fent  wders  to  the  abuna, 
and  father  Pays,  to  repair  tp.  the  imperial  camp,  that  the 
I  feuples  of  the  one  might  be  removed  by  the  arguments  of       .     . 
'the  other  (R).     They  both  readily  obeyed ;.  but  the  former 

came 
»  De  his,  vide  fap.  p.  70. 

(R)  It  may  not  here  be  amifs  to  the  Romans,  Reihera  on  that 
to  obferve,  that  Father  Fays,  to  the  Hebrews, 2iid  fome  others 
and  others  of  his  fodety,  had  of  the  like  ftamp.  All  which 
been  very  bafy  in  tranflating  ,  were  liked  by  fome,  hot  more 
aad  publifhing  fevcral  polemic  generally  difliked  by  the  reft, 
treatifes  of  their  own  church  on  account  of  the  many  Amha- 
into  the  Mthiofic  tongue,  for  the  ric  words  and  idioms  that  were 
rfe  of  their  converts,  and  more  intermixed  with  th^  EthiofU^ 
(ardcularlyfachas  they  thought  and  were  looked  upon  as  fo 
tatered  moft  into  the  comfo-  many  ungrammatical  bafba* 
ntiyhtXwetTi^i  AMj/jnes  Vind    rifms. 

tiiem.  Among  thefe  were  TWii/-  What  ftill  more  confounded 
iinuit's  Comment  on-  the  Four  them  was,  that  in  thefe  books, 
Gofpels,  7oiedo  on  the  EpiiUe  *  they    had  written   the  Lord's 

"  prayer ,r 
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came  attended  vdth  fuch  a  multitude  of  monks  and  nuns, 
that  they  out-numbered  the  army;  and  all  of  them  protefted, 
that  they  would  fooner  die  than  forfake  the  antient  faith,  aud,  * 
€>n  their  knees,  begged  of  him  that  he  would  not  perfift  in" 
his  innovations.    The  manner  in  which  that  monarch  rejected 
their  requeft  was  fuch  as  put  them  out  of  all  hopes  of  pre; 
vailing;  whilft  JEUus  his  fon-in-law,  Emana  Cbnfios  his  bro- 
ther, and  one  Cafio^  who  was  his  high  fteward,  being  grown' 
out  of  all  patience  at  his  unnatural  inflexibiUty,  be^n  to 
hatch  a  confpiracy  both  againft  him  and  his  brother  Ras  Sella 
Chri/losy  into  which  old  Simeon  the  abuna  was  ealily  drawn.  ' 
The  better  to  pave  the  way  to  it,  they  agreed  that  the' 
latter  (hould  thunder  out  a  freih  excommunication  againft  all 
who  maintained  the  two  natures  of  Chrift ;  at  which  the  em- 
peror was  fo  provoked,  that  he  forthwith  ordered  him  lo 
take  it  off,  er  elfe  he  would  order  his  head  to  be.ftruck  o£ 
Con/firis    The  pufillanimous  prelate  was  obliged  to  obey ;  and  the  odier 
agasnfi      three,  finding  no  other  way  (o  compafs  their  end,  marched: 
him  and    direftly  to  the  new  palace  built  by  Father  Pays^  where  thrf; 
bii  hro^     emperor  then  was,  and,  leaving  their  men  at  tjie  door,  went 
thir*         up-ftairs  direftly  to  him,  with  a  full  rcfolution  to  difpatch 
him.    Sufneusy  who  was  juft  before  apprifed  of  their  defign 
by  a  kinfwoman  of  his,  named  Jkamata^  faw  them  enter  dbe 
chamber  with  their  fwordsin  the  fcabbard  in  their  hands,  a$: 
is  the  cuftom  at  that  court,  without  betraying  either  fear  or; 
miftruft ;  btit  rifing  from  his  feat,  as  it  were  to  walk,  laid 
his  hand,  in  a  familiar  manner,  on  JElius\  fword,  and  went 
with  them  to  the  ftair<afe  that  led  to  the  top  of  the  houfc;' 
VififP"      The  others  followed  him,  thinking  that  a  more  proper  place. 
fointedin  to  execute  thdr  defign ;  but,  as  we  formerly  obferved,  the^ 
Usdejign.  door  being  purpofely  contrhed  by  that  Jefuitto  (hut  witi- 
a  fpring-lock  ^  the  king  pulling  it  after  him,  left  them  oa' 

fc  See  before,  p.  io6. 

prayer,  and  A*ve  Maria^  in  the  to  be  printed  in  the .  vulgac^ 

Ethippic  charadler,  but  had  left  Latin^   but  in  the  Ethiopic  char 

them  antranilated  from  the  I^z-'  radler  (44);     which    plainljf 

//>  tongue;  fo  that  they  look  ihewed,.thatdiey  did  not  defign 

upon  them  with  horror,  and  as  to  allow  them  to  perform  th6 

on  fome  pieces  of  conjuration  divine    fervice   in    their  owp 

(43).   In  the  fame  abfard  man-  tongue,  and  could  not  but  a<i4 

ner  the  congregation  ^^  ^r^/zi-  to  the  other  prejudices  they  had 

gandafidty  at  Komty  caufedthe  juftly  conceived   a^^oft  thei^ 

Fater  Nqfter,  and  "Ave  Maria,  church. 

(4.3)  7ilieas,  lib,  iv.  c«  14.  tudtfpb*  /.  ill.  €,.  io«  *«  56,  ^  ffft         (44)  ^^* 
in  Mic,  eafit.  f,  ij.  ^  • 
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theoatCde^  and  difappointed  their  treachorous  in tept,  with-  '  ^ 

out  aoife  or  difturbanc^ ;  which  reminded  him  of  what  Pqyf 
had  formerly  told  him,  that  that  doOr  might  prove  of  fingu- 
lar  fervice  to  tim  *=.  •  •  , 

MLIUS  was,  however,  fofar  from  being,  dlfcouraged  by  Pi^r/ues  it 
this  difappomtment,  or  from  purfuing  his  former  views,  thaf  '^/'^  ^<^^ 
he  iffucd  out  an  edift,  enjoining  all  thQ  Portugue/e,  and  their  '^'l?^*'"* 
adherents,  to  depart  oat  of  the  kingdom  of  Tigre,  and  all 
thofe  that  wiflied  well  to  the  ^Alexandrian  church  to  follow 
him.    At  the  fame  time,  the  abuna  publifhed  another^  in  Supportett 
which  he  excommunicated  all  the  oppofers  of  the  Abijfine  h  '^^ 
chnrch,  and  poured  out  Ihbwers  of  bleffings  on  the  defenders  «^«''«« 
of  it,  and  more  efpedally  on  Miui^  who  nad  taken  up  arms 
in  its  defence.     This  laft  It  was,  in  all  probability,  which  fo  - 

highly  encouraged  that  young  and  rafh  nobleman  to  attack  - 

ihc  emperori  who  was  returnhig  to  Defnbea  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army,  and,  in  fpiteof  all  the  earneft' prayers  and 
tears  of  his  wife,  to  riui  the  rilk  of  a  batde  I'ather  than  be 
tcconciled  to  him. 

He  was  indeed  ihpngly  prepoflefled  by  thofe  df  his  party,  Mardes 
that,  if  he  bent  his  whole  force  againfl  h,is  father-in-law,  he  ^^^'V  f^ 
could  hardly  fail  of  gaining  the  viftorjr,  becaufe  part  of  his  ^P^^r. 
commanders,  who  diiliked  all  his  mealures,  would  be  eafily 
kduced  to  abandon  him.     Flufiied  with  thofe  hopes,  and  im« 
itient  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  he  rode  up  direftly  to- 
^ds  the  emperor,,  accompanied  with  only  fix  or  feven  vo- 
hiBteers,  and,  marching  fternly  thro' the  ranks,  aflced  aloud. 
Where  is  the  emperor  ?    In  this  manner  did  he  pafs  through  ^   - . 

Aem  unmolelled  quite  to  the  emperor's  teiit,  near  which 
ftood  pofted  a  battalion- of  trcK>ps,  who  knew  nothing  of  his 
defign  ;  between  whom  and  him  a  fcuifle  arofe,  in  which 
he  was  knocked  on  the  head  with  a  ftone ; .  foon  after  which,;  Slainnx  Uh 
another  foldier  came  and  ^-iii}  him  through,  and,  having  cut  a  ftone. 
off  his  head,  carried  it  tQ  the  emperor.     His  few  followers 
Were  immediately  cut  in  pieces ;  a,t  the  fight  of  which,  his  His  armf 
aimy  betook  thcmfelves  to  flight,  but  were  purfued  vflxh^^fl^Kfi^*  [ 
gsat  flaughter,-  "tijl  the  emperor  commanded  a  retreat.    The 
old  abuna,  who  had  beheld  thefe  tranfaftions  from  an  emi- 
acQce,  ftood  like  one  thunder-ftruck,  and  either  had  not 
power  to  fly,,  or  hoped  that  his  charafter  would  have  proved 
a  lifeguard  to  him.  It  did  fo  accordingly  for  ifome  time,  and 
the  imperialifts  paflcd  by  him  without  any  notice  or  infolt, 
till  at  length  hum  vaUnte  catholkoi  a  valiant  catholic,  its  one 
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9" he  ahuna  of  their  authors  ftyles  him,  laid  him  proftratc  on  the  ground 
murdirid.  with  a  ftroke  of  his  lance ;  ^ter  which,  he  M^asfoon  difptchtd 
fcy  his  followers,  his  head  cut  ofF,  aud  brought  to  the  cm-  'i 
peror.     Some  others  of  the  revolters  underwent  the  feme^ 
tate,  particularly  the  eunuch  Cajlo;  whofe  heads,  with  thofe 
o(  Miius  and  theabuna,  were  expofed  to  public  view;  wWdl, 
put  an  efTeftual  end  to  the  rebellion,  and  gave  Sufneus  t. 
/        breathing-time  to  refume  his  religions  projefts  in  favour  o|i 
the  church  oiRojtie  *.  j 

Thet  were  at  this  time  in  great  expeftatjon  bf  the  patri^i 
arch  from  Rome^  whom  that  monarch  had  defired  the  poj* 
to  fend  to  him,  to  afllft  him  to  complete  the  good  work;i 
which  he  looked  upon  now  as  more  likely  than  ever  to  fuc-^j 
fi^^Agaus  ceed  to  both  their  wiflies.     He  had  by  this  time  fuppreflc^ 
^on'verted.  the  Agaiis^  and  reconciled  them  fo  far  to  Chriftianity,  '^' 
they  had  agreed  that  Father  Pays^  who  had  done  them 
fignal  fervices,  and  obtained  for  tliem  fome  better  terms  froflJ' 
the  emperor  than  they  could  otherwifehave  hoped  for,  fhoirir 
•    cojne  among  and  inftruft  them  :  but  as.  that  father  was  moii 
ufefully  employed  at  court,  they  accepted  of  Father  Fr.  Jn-\ 
iony  de  Angelh  In  his  flead.  The  emperor  had  likewife  takd 
care  to  fecure  an  eafy  entrance  to  the  Jcfuits  that  Ihouldcottt 
from  Europe,  and  piore  particularly  for  the  prpmifed  patii 
i^A  Turk-  drch,  by  obliging  the  bafliaw  of  Sivakem^  with  dint  of  pre 
iihlfa/^avj  fents,  to  jet  them  go  to  arid  from  Fremona  unmolefted.    Ao 
hribed.      cordingly  there  arrived  two  of  them  from  Oaa^  who  came,ai 
it  were,  as  forerunners  of  the  patriarch  Mgndez ;  but,  bj 
^<woJe*    reafoh  of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  apd  great  rains,  wcf 
fuits  or-    obliged  to  winter  at  the  monaflcry  of  Fremona.    Their  name) 
rt<ve.         Vf^v^  James  de  MaftoSy  a  Portugue/e,  and  Jnfony  Bruno,  t 
;  .      .      ISicilmn  \  the  former  of  whom  met  Tirfth  a  gracious  recepti( 
:lt  court  the  fummer  following,  and  the  other  ftaid  there 
'     fupply  the  place  of  Father  Ldthrence^  who  died  about  t\ 
'Aproda-  time.     The  emperor  growing  ftifl  more  zealous  againft  thtf; 
niation      AbiJJInian  rites,  iflbed  out  a  proclamation  againf^  the  obfcr* 
agairrftthe  yation  of  the  fabbath,  or  feventh  day,  which  caufed  a  fre(tf. 
.^^^^^^' ferment,  and  fome  feverc  expoftulations  to  be  conveyed  W\ 
him  by  an  anonymous  hand.     Notwithftanding  which,  hd 
ordered  it  to  be  followed  by  a  fecond  ;  by  which  he  obligetf'! 
his  fubjefts  to  M^ork  on  Saturdays y  UYider  the  fmall  forfcitunrf' 
of  a  piece  of  cloth,  v^orth  a  crown,  for  the  firft,  and  confif* 
cation  of  all  for  the  fecond  offence ;  and  this  laft  occafioneif 
a  new  revolt,  which  was  like  to  hsrve  had  fatal  confequwiceSi 
and  to  have  unhinged  all  his  prbjefts  **•       . 

«  Tellez,  k  al.  ubi  fup.  ^  Tbllez,  lib.  iv.  C»  i«f 
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It  was  iFaUcd  by  Jonad,  viceroy  of  Bagamiicr^  vxA  ttH^  johtel 
(of  the  gieateft  ihea  in  the  empire^  and  who  had  pttbii/he4  rai/a  m 
"  itjprdckmatioo,  not  fo  much  out  of  obedience  to  theeiB'^7*^^^'* 
',  as^with  a  view  of  ftirring  up  the  pec^  to  a  gtneral 
oa:  fo  that,  by  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year,  he 
(umfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  body,  who  fol* 
him  to  foipe  of  the  high  mountains  on  the  frontiers^ 
he  was  to  be  jcfined  by  the  CiUlas^  whom  he  .had  en- 
to  come  to  his  aififtance.    The  emperor,  perpkated 
exstfperated  at  the  many  obftades  laid  in  his  way^  and 
find  fo  many  traitors,  as  he  called  them;  about  him^  re« 
led  to  have  recourfe  to  fevere  means,  and  caufed  fome  to. 
bdieaded,  others  hanged,  and  others  baniihed;  which^ 
ever,  rather  heightened  than  allayed  the  general  difcon- 
;  infomuch  that  many  noble  perfons  c^  both  fexes,  (omttiee^pi^, 
Aem  his  near  relations,  befought  him  with  tears,  "  that  r»rV/#- 

would  not  expofe  his  cmpir'e  to  the  danger  of  a  gener^  'UfH'ty 
^..dtj  but  rather  Uke  pity  erf  thofe  multitudes  of  his  /^^/^"''^ 
tabjeftsj  who  offended  more  throughr  ignorance  than  wil.^  ^^*'^* 
&lnefs^  th^n  to  drive  them  by  his  rigour  into  defpair."  He 
fo  much  the  wanner  at  their  intr^ties,  as  he  foui^d  fo 
a  anmiber  of  them  in  the  fame  mindi    To  give  thtm^ 
s,  fuch  an  anfwer  as  fhould,  he  thotight^  at  once 
the  nnfteady,  ai^d  deter  the  obAihate^  he  convened 
diiefs  of  hid  couiicil  and  army,  and  fuch  odier  learned 

and  moJdiks  as  followed  the  court,  and,  ih  a  fet  and  fUs^eicB 
inate  fpe<^,  ut)brsiided  thenl  Mrith  having  delved  the  to  hi,  ^i 
Za^'Deogbil  nf  hUlife  and  ^rkwn^f^r  having  forfaken  the  iUsk 
andridn  faitfi^t  and  embraced  thai  of  the  Portiigilefe :. 
ithftanding  whicH,  when  he  hvnifelf  came  ta  the  crcwn^ 
*  the  defeat  ^  the  late  ]saic6bf  mftead  of  ufmg  any  Jeve^^   . 
a^din/i  them,  he  had  forgiven  them  all}  in  return  for 
lenity  he  had  met  vfith  nothing  bui /editions  and  revolts^ 
pretence  of  his  introducing  innovations  infd  ike  AbiiH^ 
churchy  "wAen,  infaBi  he  was  0nly  reforming  it ;  feeing  hi 
ned  no  more  than  they  all  did,  that  Christ  oue  Loro 
s  pteFECT  God  and  ptRFECT  Man  ;  which  hecOul4 
be,  unlefs  he  was  faivefted  with  the  hiunan  af  weU  as 
the  divine  nature ;  which  two  natures  bebg  diftinfl^ 
each  other,  it  neceflarily  followed,  tha  tfcejr  both  mull 
It  Ii]fpoftatLcaUy  united  in  him  ;  which,  he  faid^  ivas  n^t  4 
fitf^g,  but  frofeffmg,  the  true  religion!    Jnd  dt  to  hisfor< 
bidding  the  obfervance  of  the  feventh  day,  he  had  d6ne  it,  be^ 
^O'Vfs  be  judged  it  unbecoming  a  Chrijliqn  t(f  ohferte  the  JeWiflt 
ioihih :  that  thefe  he  firmly  believed,  not  out  of  regard  to 
4«  hrU^gusfe,  but  becaufe  they  were  the  genume  decreefidF 
'V  X  thcf 
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the  Chdfcedonian  council,  and  were  confirmed  by  the  pttiftice. 
of  ailChriftian  churches  from  the  time  of  the  apoftles ;  foe* 
wMth,  headdfed,  hewasrerfdy  to  lay  down  his  life,  if  theit* 
was  occaflon  f  but  hoped  that  would  rather  prove  the  fateqfi 
Ws  oppofe'rs..  '  ^ 

Hp  had  fcarce  done  fpeaking,  when  a  letter  ^?sras  brougW 
to  him  fifom  the  revolted  Jonaet\  in  which,  we  arfe  fbldl,  thai^ 
•viceroy  infifted"up6n  very  high  terms,  and  particularly  on  tl 
total  expulfion  of  thejefuits*.  The  emperor  was  notlo 
debating  about  it;  but,  refblving  to  anfwer  him  fword 
hand,  marched  ^t  the  head  of  his  choiccft  troops  direftly 
wards  him ;  but  finding  the  mountains,  on  which  he  ^ 
potted,  too  difficult  of  accefs,  he  encamped  about  the  foot  d 
them,  not  doubting  but  fome  of  the  revolters  would  coni 
quickly  down  to  him,  as  they  afVoally  did,  and  in  fuch  nutj 
bers,  that  Jonael,  finding  himfelf  in  a  great  meafure  abafl 
doned,  fled  to  the  C alias y  his.ccMifederates,  where,,  inflead  a 
a  refuge,  he  met  with  his  ^eath ;  th,ey  having  been  bribed  b; 
the  emperor  to  difpatth  him.  j 

In  the  fame  year,  anbther  fuch  revolt  was  quelled  iit  th 
frontiers  of  the  kingdom  of  Cojam,  which  had  been  raifedd 
the  fame  account  at  the  inftigation  of  the  monks  and  Batavi 
a  kind  of  hermits,  of  the  kingdom  of  Damot.     Thefe  ^ 
Sella  Chrifltji  at  firft  endeavoured  to  reduce  by  fair  meani 
but,  upon  their  anfwering  him,  that  they  would  Yiot  fubiri 
unlefs  he  delivered  to  them  the  books  tranflated  by  the  Ld. 
fathers,  to  be  committed  to  the  flames,  and  the  writers  i 
be  hanged,  he  attacked  them  with  fuch  fury  that  above  30^ 
of  them  were  cut  in  pieces,  and,  amongft  them,   188  out  e 
400  of  thofe  monks,  after  a  moft  delperate  defence,    m 
this  while.  Father  Pays  had  been  employed  in  building^ 
fnmptuous  church  of  fquare  ftone,  after  the  European  mm 
Rcr,  near  thfe  lake  of  Demhea.     This  ftrufture  had  a  vet^ 
ftatcly  arch  over  the  high  altar,  fupportcd  by  curious  cd^ 
lumns,  wKHft  fix  others  of  the  Ionic  order  fupported  thd 
firontifpiecie ;  over  which  was  a  high  fteeple  for  the  bells. ,  A' 
windibg  ftair-cafe  led  to  the  top,  which  was  flat,  and  fenccl 
by  a  parapet ; .  whence  one  had  a  delightful  profpeft  over  tfci? 
lake  and  adjacent  plains.    The  building  being  now  fini/hed, 
the  emperor  went  two  days  journey  to  view  it,  and  entered 
it  bare-footed;  and,  at  his  departure,  left  a  vcrj'  confider< 
able.prefent  tO'it^ 

«  Telle7,  lib.  iv:  C..22.  LuDOLfH,  ubi  ftp.  p.  71,  &  fcq. 
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Ha7i|ig  ^,  th«9.linle4^clkd  the  iMft  oonfldmiUe  MoRm,  Sabtas 
idioagh  not  the  ferment  thai  ftiU  reigued  in  the  hearts  of  his  ^^f?^^*' 
^ibjefts,  he  thought  fit,  th^foUowiog  yewr,  tamake  a  moft  '^Miw, 
iIqUic  profejGk>B  of  his  roiigion ;  an  a&  whitib  he  had  ftill  ^    "^If, 
^yed,  pardy  on  accouot  ef-  thofe  frequent  :feditit)n«^  tad  rq^^h' 
i^rtly  through  the  rduQaoce.  he  found- tp  caft  off  ail  fais^^i^rrifr, 
||ifives,  and  concubines,  except  bis  emprefs ;  a  gieat  munbcr 
^  f  whom  he  had  taken,  and  had  phUdrciJ  by;':ai|d  mthout 
bich  the  fathers  refofed  to  adaiit  him  into  their  church.  He 
at  length , prevailed  upon  to  comply ;  which  doncv  be 
fiblicly  abjured  th&Alexandfif^  church,  made  a  general  con- 
iffion  of  his  fins/  in  the  Rmijh  form,  at  «the  f^.of  Fjftther 
faysy  and  aifterwardsmadea  public  profefSo&<^f'  his  fiiithin 
rms  to  this  effeA  3  ''  Tliat  he  renounced  ali.obicdience  al)d 
communion  with  the  /^jf^rian  fee,  and^acl^i^Mrkg^d 
\  that  of  Rome  alone ;  the  pqpe  of  which -wusithe  only: true. 
f  foci^ffoi;  of  St.  P^Ury  thechief  of  the  apbftles ;  to.wbofe 
I  authority  be  entirely  fubmitted^  being  iiilly  perfoaded  that 
**  he  is  ittcappbk  of  erring  itK  any  points,  either  o£  fmth  or 
^  praflice."     This  confeifionand  jTuhmiiSan  wi^saftfii^ards  Puhlijh§t 
jtiblUhed  at £uU  length  through. moil part^  of  theempire, and  ^^  ^«»- 
oocluded  .with  an  exhorution  to  his  good  fubjefibs  to  follow  his/c^*^^ 
wimjde,  a^  with  fome, fbvere  c^iures af ^inft -tbe^rrors of  ^    .  *^,^' 
le  Alexandrian  jchufch  and  patriarchs ;  as  may  be  feen  at  'j^aI*!)^ 
ill  length  in  the  authors  quoted  in  the  margin  ^  as  well  as  ^^^^ 
ieir  annual  Iqtters  of  1624;     We  fliall  only  add,  that  he^/^^^, 
9th  not  ^areln  it  the  abuna^  efpecially  the/later  ones, 
d)ofe  vices  and  ill  conduA  ar^  by  him  painted  m  the  vileil 
plours,  and  with  foch  a  zealous  warmth,  as  he  imagined 
rould  not  fail  of  recommend^  him  to  the  patdarch^rn* 
b,  who  was  dally  expeAed^  as  well  as  to  his  two  principals 
t  Rome  and  Madrid.     And  ^is  was  the  prev^ling.  motiiv 
rluch  hailened  this*  his  r/ecant^tion,  and  induced  him^  thp* 
pich  againft  his  will,  to  difcai?d  all  his  wives'  and  concQ- 
lioQ,  together. >viih  their  children  ;  not  doubting  but  that 
lis  example  would  excite  many  of  his  nobles  and  courtiers  to 
(Dow  it,  whom^  nothing  but  that  Arong  tie  of  nature  de- '      ,   .  > 
^ed  from  b-  doing. 

•«  But  though  fome  of  them  did  adually  do  (o^  yet  they  jf  ly/wr^'. 
3er«but.few  in  comparifian  of  thofe  who  dared  Ml  ihew  z'vehraif^ 
public  difllke  againfl  all  his  meafures.     Accordingly  a  new<^ 
infurreAion  was  raifed.much  about  the  fame  time  by  the  fon 

*  Tbllez,  ibid.  c.  27,  &  feq.  Ludolph,  ubi  fup.  8c  Com- 
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SlMkdlytX  GiAnieh  wbkk  was,  hoVr€v^r»  fooo  qwclled  'by  the  artful 

ihs  hfo"     Sella  Chfiftos^  Avho  immediately  marched  agftinll  him,  and 

ther  Sidla  forced  him  to  retife  into  feme  of  the  feoft  Mjaccdfible  moun- 

CWftQs-  taibsof  the  kingdom  of  Sbeva^  or  Xaod*,  wherfe,  \inaMc  to 

\  foUow  him,  iie  quickly- bribed  fome  of  the  Oallas,  jandcfr 

pretence  of  ilding  with  Mm,  t0  ^ppr^hend  and  fend  him  either 

aJfve  or  dead  to  him.    They  chole  the  latter,  and  difpatched 

him^with  fuchzeal  and  fury  With  their  clubs,  that  they  could 

^only  foqd  his  jaw-bone  and  beard,  which  ^^a»aU  th^t  remained 

)rf  him  unbroken.     Ras  SellA  Chrifiosy  how6v®r,  ventured 

^ever  the  moiintains  with  fome  of  his  expert  climbers,  and 

there  fomid  the  trcafure  which  had  belonged  to  the  revolt- 

ers,  which  he  diftributed  amongft  his  troops,  referving  fQ 

himfi^f  only  fome  rich  uterifils,  of  which  they  had  plundered 

a  chtireh,  wiA  a  defigft  to  rcftore  them  to  it.     The  misfar- 

fbi  tmpf^^VXat  was,  chat  fome  of  his  enemies  had  by  fhis  time  fo  far 

ror  grewf  miffeprefented  him  to  the  emperor,  that,  wheti  tfhe  news  of 

jealoujof  tim  defeat  i^as  brought  to  him,  inftead  of  rewarding  or 

^^^*         pommfbdiqg  him  for  it,  he  ftrippcd  him  of  his  viceroylhip 

oiGcfom ;  and  though  he  quickly  after  reftored  him  to  it, 

yet  bis  jpaloufy  of  him  A!U  increafed,  and  j>roved  the  occa^ 

Son  of  farther  difaflers,  as  the  fequei  will  fodnihcw  '- 

Fatlar      '  ^^  ***  ^^^'  Father  Pnys^  who  had  the  greateft  hand  h| 

f^ystSiff  l^nnging  the  emperor  over  to  the  RcmanKhmch,  ended  his 

days  in  the  monaftery  of  ^orgorra,^ter  having  fpent  niflc^ 

t^  years  in  that  miffion,  befides  his  feven  years  captivity  iD 

Jrabia^  latdy  mentioned  s    He  was  foon'  after  followed  by 

another  of  his  fociety,  named  Antmy  de  AngeHs^  who  had 

been  feht  in  his  ftead  to  convert  the  Agaus,  as  was  likewife 

hinted  above,  and  was  faittoos  ft^  his  IkiH  in  the  Amharan 

or  court-language.    We  mention  them  both  more  pardcu- 

larly,  as  they  had  lived  fo  long,  and  travelled  through  fo 

gr^at  a  part  of  the  empire  i  and  as  it  iis  from  the  relarion« 

-fhey  have  left  behind  ^f'^he  Miffinmn  affairs,  that  Father 

Teilez  hath  tikcn  the  gfeateft  part-of  the  tranMtiouis  of  thi? 

epocfaa. 

f^€cefdf4       ThSse  were  foon  after  fiioceeded  by  four  others,  among 

iyfour      whom  was  Father  Emanuel  d'Almeyda^  often  quoted  throu^ 

wAerJt  this  hWoty,  who  was  the  chifef  of  them.     The  other  tliree 

jW^        VereiCiilted  Emanuel  B^rrddks^  Lewis  Cardeyra^  ziii  Francis 

CarvifMo ;  all  of  whom  had  embarked  at  €ha  In  an  Indiiii^ 

1623,    vcffel,  and  ia  the  mon<h  of  November  tht  ferhe  year,  aft^^ 

p^ny  difficulties  and  hazards,  arrived  at  Sitagem  pn  the  4^ 

*  TatLEz,  ubi  fup.  c.  31 ,  % Wol^h,  &  il.  ub5  fun.       '  Se^ 
{>^fpre,p.  267^  &feq, 
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of  jQftMnArr  tbe  year  fbUoWisgi  where  their  jrich  prefents 
mjcatoi  them  a  kind  reception  from  the  Tiirkijb  bafhaw. 
|>Qia  theacc  they  departed  for  Fremona,  and  arrived  the^c 
^dxNit  the  hegioniog  oinp^ifi^rnary^  accompanied  bV  foxne  .|$24« 
4tthers  d  that  fociety,  who  had  joioed  them  in  the  way. 
There  they  ftaid  tHl  they  received  orders  from  the  emperor 
ig}  proceed  ^to  Dgmbca^  where  th^  court  then  wa$ ;  to  which 
Jthey  were  loon  after  conveyed  by  a  very  good  efcorte,  and 
mi?here  they  met  with  a  mpft  gracious  reception  froim  that 
.  inonarch. 

*   In  the  mean  while,  the  news  of  the  emperor'g  abjuration,  Alfonfo 
'|rQfeiIion»  and  extraordinary  zeal,  had  long  ere  now  reached  Mendcz 
1^  courts -of  ^<?m^  and  Madrid,  and  encourjiged  them  to  fend-/^'/f**'^ 
|k  patriarch  which  he  had  fo  earneftly  requeued  of  t^em  ip  Tk-fl""'* 
^$  former  letters,  though  the  two  firft,.^^nw«rfr^  and  Opi-         *"*^ 
|»&,  had  been  fo  feverely  treated  by  his  predeceflbrs.     The 
jofon  pitched  upqn  wa^  ./ilphonfi  Mendez,  a  Jefuit,  an4 
{ooftor  of  divinity,  and  a  perfop  every  way  qualified  for  fuch 
^  expedition  :  to  fupply  whqfe  place^   in  cafe  of  death  (a 
■thing  fo  common  in  tboie  long  an^  dangerous  voyages)  as 
yell  as  for  the  greater  grandeur  and  pomp,  they  appointed  him  T'wo  Je* 
ivo  fuccertbrs ;'  doe  fiiil  of!  whom  was  Father  James  SecoJ^i*^  ^- .  ♦ 
iwith  the  title  of  bShop  oiNicCy  and  the  other  Father  7b»J«^'«^^^^'' 
iiRocba^  with  that  of  bifhop  oi Hicrapolis.  AH  three  having/«^^C^*^^* 
^feeen  confecrated  for  that  purpofe,  the  foregoing  year,  in  the 
jcathedral  of  Li/hgriy  fet  fail  immediately  for  Coa^  with  feven- 
pleen  oth^s  of  the  fame  fqciety.     We  fliall  not  enter  into  a       / 
^detail  of  their  voyage  thither,  and  from  thence  to  Fremondy 
;lmt  only  obfcrve,  that  they  loft  the  bifhop  of  Nice^  who  died  0«*fl^ 
^OQ  the  way,  whilft  the  patriarch  and  his  retinue  continued  '^^^  ^'*f 
their  route  thither  through  the  kingdom  of  Dancali,  joining  ^'^' 
to  the  frontiers  of  that  di  Angot^  and,  after  a  tedious  j^ndJI?^*  ^ 
fatiguing  journey,  arrived  fafely,  with  his  company,  at  the     ^^'^ 
jjaonaftery  of  Frcnumai  oa  the  21ft  of  June  of  the  current  yj^^/- 
.jeari^24^  '^^*'^* 

We  have  already 'obferved,  that  the  winter,  in  that  cou^i- 
try,  begins  on  that  day  of  this  month,  and  ends  on  the  fan^e 
day  in  September  ^\  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  flay  there  t}ll 
*QMer  following,  on  account  of, the  dangerous  travelling 
i  through  Tigre  and  Dembea  at  that  feafon,  occafiqned  by  the 
corruption  of  the  air,  and  noxious  vapours^  which  are  fre-^ 
queady  fatal  to  the  inhabitants,  and  much  more  ib  tofbrap-r 

'  T«LL|z,  ubi  fup.  c.  3 J,  &  feq.  LvnotFH,  abi  fup.  c.  11, 
\     LoBQ,  Relat.  i.  p.  27,  &  feq.  Ls  Grand,  j^al.  ^  See  he- 

forc,p.5i,*fcqv 
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Mendcz    gers.    He  fet  out  }n  05Iober  for  the  "'new  mondkryitCor- 
ordains      gprroy  on  the  Jake  oi  Dembea^  and,  during  his*  (hort  ftay 
20  ne^     there,  ordained  conditionally  about  twenty  monkifh  coavetii 
£9Mverts.    ^hQ  iiad  been  fo  bpfore  by  the  abuna^  and  allowed  fuch  oJF 
them  as  had  wiv^s  to  Jteep  them  ftill^  to  prevent  th^  wantrf 
curates.  ,\ 
Ws grand      Wi^EN  he' went  tQ  wait  updn  the  emperor  for  the  firft 
reception    time, 'which  he  did  in  his  pontifical  habit,  he  was  met  about 
up  court,    half  a  league  from  the  imperial  camp  by  the  grandees  and 
.    nobles  of  the  court,  at  the  head  of  1 5  or  1 6,000  armed  men, 
"V,    of  horfc  j^tid  foQt,  ofRceris  and  foldicrs,  in  their  beft  attire, 
the  horfes  richly  caparifoned,  and  the  whole  prpceffion  mate- 
ing  a  magnificent  fhow.     The  horfemen  firu  coming  up  ^. 
,«:....    . .   the  pjltriarch,  made  him  a  low  bqw;  then,  opening  to  t\k 

right  and  left,  received  ^him  in  'their  centre,  With  loqnd  d 
trumpets,  keltle-druins,  ai^d  other  warlike  infl:ruments,ao4 
with  loud  ftjouts  and  acclamations.  A  ftately  pavilion  him^ 
been  reared  for  hjm  to  go  and  put  oh  his  cope,,  mitre,  aid' 
pontifical  ornaments,  at  his  coming  out  he'  was  mdt'iited  on:i  ; 
flately  pyed  horfe,  rjchly^  covered  and  trapped,  which  had  1 
been  fent  to  him  from  the  emperor  ;  a  fumptuous.  canopy  wai 
held  up  over  him  by  fix  viceroys ;  Rasi  Sella  Chi-yios  leadii* 
his  horfe  by  the  bridle,  and  variety  of  vocal  and  Ihftrumendu 
mufic  marching  before  him.     At  his  entrance  into  the  church, 
he  was  fainted  by  the  difcharge  of  foqie  cannon,  and  all  x)M 
fmall  arms  of  the  horfe  and  foot.     The  emperor  was  feated 
on  his  throne  in  the  chancel,  magnificently  cloathed,  with  the 
crown  on  his  head  :  a  hymn,  called  the  Benedi6luSj  or  fbngpf 
Zachary,  was  fung  by  the  beft  voices  •,  the  patriarch  was  con- 
ducted to  the  emperor,  who  tenderly  embraced  him ;  after 
which,*  he  v/cnt  up  to  the  altar,  and  made  a  fhort  fpeech, 
with  which  his  majefty  was  highly  pleafed  ;  and  th^n  they' 
-    dll  withdrew  in  the  fame  grand  manner  ". 
lirflAU'      '  -^T  ^^^  ^rft  audience  with  the  emperor,  in  whkh  he  was 
iiience,        feated  on  a  chair  equal  with  the  thrqne,  they  arppointed  the  ■ 
*dayod  which  that  monarjch  and  all  hisf  nobles,  cJei-gy,  and  ; 
'.  Iait}f,  were  to  make  their  public  fubmiflion,  and  take  the  fo-  •; 
lemn  Ofiths  of  obedience  to  the  church  and  fee  of  RcmCj 
which  was  to  be  on  the  ^eleventh  of  February  the  following 
*  year.     The  day  being  come,  the  palace  niagnificently  ad* 
*orned,  aiid  the  emperor,  his  eldeft  fori  BaftliJes^  his  brother's 
relations,  viceroys,  governors,  and  officers,  cloathed  in  the 
richeft  apparel,  the  patriarch  in  Jiis  pontificals  entered  the 

■  Tellez,  ubi  fup.  lib.  v.  c.  2,  &  fcq.    Lvdoi^fh^  lib.  i"-  c 
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grand  hall;  and  being,  fca ted,  as  at  his  ffrft  audience,  onhh 
chair  at  the  emperor's  left  hand,  began  the  ceremony  with 
nh  elaborate  difcourfe  on  the  fwprcni^cy  of  th^  church  atid 
pontif  of  iBww^,  intermixed  with  fevcre  refleftions  on  thepaft 
ages,  ia  \^ich  the  AbiJJmian  monarchs  had  revolted  from 
thdr  allegiance  to  him  :  but  now  thd'  titne  was  come,  he 
faid.  In  which  they  were  again  to  be  reduced  and  re-umted 
to  their  great  and  only  paftolr  and  fold,  aiid  make  amends  for 
the  defeftion  of  their  anceftors.    This  fpccjch  wa^,  'by  the  •'•  "   •  ' 
emperor's  orders,  anfwered  by  Melcha  Chrijlos,  his  coufm  iiid     ' '       - 
lord  high  fteward,  with  great  encomiums  on  the  Pcrtugitefe^   • 
and  with  a  declaration  that  it  was  hisprefent  majefty's  finccre      •  •   - 
ihtention  to  perform  alt  his  promifes  and .  obligations  to  the 
pope  oiRome.     The  king  now-and-then'prompting  him  Sirhat 
to  fay  next,  and  obferving,  among  other  things,*  M/i^'/^i> 
•Wtfi  mt  the  fifji  time  that  he  had  pt'miftd'SMicnce  to  /&? 
'^e,  feeing  he  had  done' it  once  heforem  the pi-^fincrcf- one  of 
^^he  fathers  of  the  fociety  of  Jefus-     To  this  the  patriarch  har- 
Iflg  given  a  fliort  reply,  by  way  of  aifent, '  Ordered  the  holy 
jofpel  to  be  delivered  to  him  ;  upon  which,  falling  lipon  his  ^mpertr 
Mtnees,  he  took  the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  the  pope,  in' words  A'^w/ 
to  this  effeft  ^ :  "  We,  Sol  tan  Segued;  emperor  oi  Ethiopid/''^'"'J^ 
'"**  acknowlege  and  confefs,  that  §'t.  Peter,  the  chief  of  the'*'^^^ 
**  apdftles,  hath  been  appointed  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift'^!^* 
'^y  head  of  the  M^hole  Chriftian  church  ;  and  that  he  gave  port  of  ]u 
'^  him  plenary Jjower  and  authority  over  the  whole  world,  o^thf 
**^s^hen  he  fald  to  Mm,  Thou  akt  Peter,  and  upon 

***  THIS  ROCK    WILL   I  BltlLD   MY  CHURCH,  AND  I  WILl 
**  GIVE  THEE  ^HE  KEYS  OF  THfi  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN, 

**  6c. ;  and  when,  on  another  occafion,  he  commanded  him 
**  TO  FEED  HIS  SHEEP.  And  W;e  likewifc  heUcvc  th^t  the  . 
"  pope  of  Rome,  duly  elefted,  is  the  true  fucccflbr  of  St. 
"  Peter,  and  is  invefted  >*^ith  the  fame  dignity  and  power 
"  over  the  whole  Chriftian  chnrcK.'  Wherefore  we  do  here , 
**  promife  and  fwcar  to  our  lord  and  holy  father  Urban  VITI, 
"  and  to  his  fucceflbrs,  a  true  and  fincere  obedience,  moft 
"  humbly  laying  our  perfoti  and  empire  at  bis  feet,  So  help 
*^  us  God  and  his  holy  Gofpels  p.'* 

His  example  was  followed  by  prince  BafilideSf  his  eldeft  TaJieff  fy 
fon,  and  by  all  the  other  princes  of  the  blood,  as  well  as  all  his  heir, 
the  other  viceroys  and  grandees,  and  the  whole  clergy  and  ^^^^'^'i^^* 
laity  of  the  empire ;  at  the  end  of  which,  thecerembny  wi^s 
dofed  with  a  fpcech  by  Xas  Sella  Chrijlosy  which  he  pro- 
pounced,  with  his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  to  this  efFeft  ; 

^  I}(J.  ibid.        9  T^LL^a!,  1.  v;  c.  3,  &  fc<j.  Lvp.  ubi  fop; 
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H^f  *^J^9  '3  A^  i  as  for  thofe  whoJbaU  h^ieflpimt  ir^  thnr 

iia^y  Ut  tins  (fword)  be  tbcir  j»uniflmeni.    Which  vor(l$ 

UKarC'tfapugfu  to  have  been  o^nt  to  intimidate  thofe  who  had 

IDiaed  Cabraet%  foa  ia  the  laft  revolt.    After  this,  they  aO 

Itook  the  oaths  to  prince  Ba/ilidfis,  as  the  immedisite  heir  to 

4i^  crowQ ;  upoa  which  Qccafiony  the  fame  Ras  Sella  Chri* 

fip^j  like  a  true  foa  of  the  Roman  church,  to  ufe  Father  Td- 

jiz's  own  wotd»,  tacked  to  his  oath  a  conditipa  worthy  of 

Kas  SeHa  hU  oobk  heart  ^d  zeal  for  Chrifliauity,  in  words  to  this 

CkriftosV  cfi^  5  I/wear  and promife  to  acknowlcge  him  (the  prince  Ba* 

hmdecU'^UdMs)  as  the  lawful  heir  andfucce£br  tf  his  prefent  majefiy^ 

rtftim*      ^md  to  obey  him  like  a  faithful  fubjedl  as  long  as  hejhallproted^ 

favour,  and  maintain^  the  true  catholic  faith ;  othervfi/i  k 

jhecg/w  hisfrft  and  mqft  irreconcileable  enemy  ^. 

Thi^  l>old  declaration,  which  neither  the  emperor  nor  his 
prefitmptive  heir  thought  proper  to  take  notice  of  at  prefentt 
was  fo  far  from  iofpiring  that  monarch  with  a  more  favosr- 
jiUe  op*^au>n  of  him,  that  it  rather  inflamed  his  jealpufy,  aod 
•muf  h  inore  that  of  young  Bafilides ;  fo  that,  inftead  of  prov<» 
ing  of  any  advantage  to  the  Roman  church  and  her  mifSoQ* 
ajies,  it  rather  accelerated  their  ruin  and  fubv^iionj,  as  thefe- 
qpel  will  foon  fliew  '• 
J  froth-       This  grand  ceremony  was  immediately  followed  by  a  pro»  ! 
««//fl»/<r',damation,  exprefsly  forbidding  any  of  the  Jbij^ne  ckig^] 
re-frdim-  monks,  and  prieils,  to  perform  any  priefUy  funflions  till  thi^  \ 
Hnmi        were  previoully  examined  and  approved  by  the  jp^triar^h :  thei^  [ 
being  fome  reafon  to  doubt  whether  they  had  been  lawful)^  : 
fxamined  (S).    What  was  ftill  more  infupportable,  was  aa* 

«  TELi.iz,&al.  ubifup.  '  j^,|bi^ 

i .  . 

I    ^.  (S)  Iffellifcnnd  his  brethren  '  churefa-wisdow  with  their  omii 

.nay  be  believed,    there  was  hsod:  infomuch  that,  cmi  a  cer- 

•T«iore  oc^afion  fpr  (uch  an  ex-  taia  time,  almoft  30oorefortiiig 

.49>}nauon  tbau  a  reader  would  to  the  abiwa  of  ^/^;r/7/?^i>,  to 

' .    «t  firil  imagine ;  witnefs  what  he  ordained,  he  not  being  j^ 

we '  have  had  occafion  to  ob-  leifure  to  perform  the  ceremo* 

'ferve  on  that.fubjeft  in  a  fore-  ny,  bid  them  all.  go  and  take 

'^oing  fcAion  (44) :  for,  bcfides  what  orders  they  would,  aod  I 

that  they  did  not  confer  any  of  go  about  their  bu(inefs  (45).  ! 

the  kifer  orders^  tlie  erdination  But  there  is  fomething  {o  im- ' 

of  deacons  confifted,  it  feems,  probable  in  this  account,  that 

•only  ift  anointiiig  dieir  heads,  one  would  wiih  for  a  more  im* 

^ad  ftuwing  Tone  parts  riiereef ;  ^partial    a^^j^ority   than    thofe 

.and  that  of  the  prieHs,  in  tak-  writers,  before  hie  can  give  a^- 

.ing  a  loaf  of   bread  off  the  ditto  it  (46). 

(44)  «#*  tejorii  f.  147.  &jkq,      (45)  Ah>an9^  T««r«,  a^i  j»^.      (46)  Wi 
LiGraad^  DUftrU  iti  Qrdiaat.  /.  342,  ^//f . 
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lither  tdiA,  vAick  was  tflmd  oot  qmcUy  after.  «xp0cfii;i»«t/f^ 
eqjoioiQg  all  the  fubjefts  of  the  empire  to  embrace  the  JD»«  ^  ^tmm 
am&itfa  under  pain  of  death,  aod  to  cmferm  ia  all  ibcM¥^*^. 
isjimAioiis  of  th^t  church,  with reQ)e6t  to  the Jucjpii^pf  - 
Leot,  Eafter,  &c    By  tbifflaft,  aUthe  hdi^  of  the  ccnrt 
were HfisWe  obfiged  to  go  and  takedie  (kaie  oaths «ffafif:» 
^nacy  abovermentioned ;  which  they  aiElflilly  complied  iiitit  x 
.ib  that  there  &enied  sow  to  be  noting  vMtiog  to.eoapleto 
Ae  irifhes  of  tiie  pruce  and  his  .miiSanars^»  and  being  ihe 
:.«ili61e  realm  aod&  the  ob^ience  ^  thp  P^k*    They  foima 
'^ivcfer  a  greater  obAacie  to  it  thaia  they  imagined  from  the; 
liei^  and  laity,  and  efp^Uy  the  monks,  'whom  nebher 
'  threats  n6r  pmdfhmenfis  could,  deter,  tkor  fair  fMromUes  and 
icaieiles  indups  into  ,a  compliance  with  the  edtd,  bnt  rather    ' 
-4mm  them  away  into  the  mountainbns  parts  fiar.ns&igk; 
tWhere  they  were,  neverthelefs,  punUhed  with  the  admoft    - 
Severity  when  caught; 

.    Whilst  th& patriarch  and  his  i^^nts  were  carrying  onThemi^ 
thde  forced  oonveriipns  with  a  i^gh  hand,    the  tmfiftwc  peror /m^ 
'.W9s  no  lefs  ibUidtotis  to  fettle  them  at  their  eafe.    He  .built  ^^  £rwm 
i.ima  a  good  hpuk,  and  gave  him  lai^ge  lands  for  iiis  ayiin-  ^^'^ff^o^ 
lenance,   on  rbc  borders  of  Benibea  and  BegamideTf   and  *«/*'M» 
pddej  to  it  a  feminary  for  fncty  Ahijfmian  and  P9rt%ffi/tfc  ^'^^f* 
:}OBths,  to  be  inAruftedin  both  iangaages,  and  in.  theiib- 
Vman  faith.     Befides  tbefe>   he  capfisd. other  hou&s  lo  i^ 
'^iraiitin  (eir^ralpatts  of  the  empire,  for  tberelidenceof  ithc 
^miilicmari^,  and  another  edifice  hear  the  camp  of  Dancm^ 
^faere  he  reiided  nfually  in  the  winter,  that  the  patriarch 
migfat  be  always  mgh  his  perfon,  and  preach  to  him  <eirery 
Sunday  on  fudx  fwjefls  as  were  moil  likely  to  reconcile  \&& 
fabjefts  tp  the  Rmrklb  phurch.    Yet  all  theti?  pains  and  pre-g-^  ^^^ 
yaqtions  ,brought  as  few  iincere  profelytes  into  it  as  their  other  difike^fk 
fevspities.    Still  the  people  found  femething  to  diflilie  aQd.^«^ 
iromphun  figamft  in  their  worfliip ;  fuch  as  kn^eliog  at  chiureh,  <w9rjlnfi 
-fixed  altars,    crucifixes,    auricular    confeffions,  and  many  ' 

other  fuch ;  ''particularly  the  ftrufture  of  their  churches,  one 
of  which  \vas  built  at  ^^or^^r^,  of  lime  and  ftone,  with  a     1^26. 
ilatcly  roof,  and  a  great  d^  of  carving  in  it  and  in  the  choir 
and  vei^ry,  all  which  appeared  ftrai^e  and  irregular  tolhcm. 
it  was,  however,  dedicated  this  year,  with  great  Solemnity, 
«fter'tl)e^0mi^  manner,  which  plea^  them  no  better  than 
the  building.     About  the.  fame  time  twt>  miffionanes,  who 
had  flmde  a  great  number  of  converts  in  the  province  )of  iOf/Z/wf 
Ctgoed^  in  theensLtreme  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Ttgre^  Tumct  of  their 
maflTacred  by  that  people  :  foon  after  which,  that  kingdom  P^^'P* 
w^s  yifite4  witl^  a  plague  of  locufts,.  (fuch  as  we  have  elfe- 

whcr^ 
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^be  Iwufls  where  oWerved,  is  Very  common  in  this  empire  • )  which  did  ^ 
•ravages  in  fnch  damage  to  ic,  that  above  5000  families  were,  obliged.to  I 
Tigrcw       fedcforfufteaante  in  other  provinces.     This  judgment  was,   \ 

aqcor^ing  to'  their  nitnral  fuperftition,  attributed  by  the  ; 

Portuguefe  to  the  murder. of  the  twto  miffionarics  above-  | 
,  mentioned  ;  and  by  the  j^^i^nsoiijy  to  the  perfecutions  railed 

againftthem  by  the  i?oman{i^j. 

1627.  vv'Ok  the  following  year,  that  ofC^am  was  over-tnn  with  j 
Tbi  Gal-;  the  neighbouring  Gailas^  where, .  amopg  other  cradties  , 
las  over-  !  and  rs^vajges,  they  Turprifed  the  viceroy  Buco^^  and  murdered  [ 
run  Go*  him.  They  would  probably  have  done  more  mifchief^  had  not  I 
i  A>n«  je&c  Sella  Chrifios  come  upon  them  fuddenly«  and  obliged  them  \ 

*  to  reicrois  the  A^  in  the^ead  of  the  night,  and  return  to  ^ 

1628.  thbir  own  mountains.     Then^xf  year,  in  .which-  five  mof c  i 
Jefnicsy  with  fome:difiiculty,  arrived  at  Franona^* a  newfe-  ; 

-  didon  was  hatched  by.  ^ne  of  the  en\pe!!pr*s  fajps-in-Jaw,  j 
Tckla       named  Tekla  Guergis,  or  Georgios,  then  viceroy  of  Tigre^  id  ; 

.  <3vergis     which  he  was  joined  by  twb  famous  nobles,  .C^^nj  Mu^am,  i 
rdi/isa      «iid  JohTi  Acaya.    Thefe  immediately  declared  .for  thc^^ifer-^ 
ftmoh^      andrism  chxLTch^  in;oppoiition  to  th?.t  of  ^oiit^;  and,  to  Sam  \ 
they  were  in  >anieft,  he  ordered  fcsne  crucifixes,  rofaries,  \ 
beads,  and  other  popiih  trinkets,   to  be  throw<p  into  the  ; 
fire;'  and  one  of  the  new  ordained  pricfis^  whom  the  Jdbits  | 
had  recommended  to  be  his  chaplain^  to  be.ftripped  of  his  s 
prieftly  drelk,  andftrangled.     Againft  Jblm  the  emperor  {est  ; 
iLebaxoSf  al.  Keiia  CBrifios^  who  had  lately  been  viceroy  of 
that  kingdom,  at  the  head  of  500  targeteers^  1 00  horfe,  and  ; 
.  looo.men,  whom  he  drew  out  of  that  dlGnjam^  and  with  ' 
whom  he  marched  ajgainft  the  revolterswithfuch  fwiftnds,  ! 
that  though  they  were. above  a  hundred  leagues  from  them,  j 
•^ .  .  ,  he  overtook  and  defeated  them,  and  put  an  end  to  the  re-  | 

4i't4tktn    bellion  in  lefs  than  a  month.     Tekla  GuergiSy  the  ringleader  I 
and  hang;di  it,  being  taken,  and  fent  prifoner  to  the  imperial  court, 
^f  was -condemned  by  the  emperor,  (though  he  was  doubly  his 

'  tbtt-in-law,  as  having  married  two  of  lus  d^tughtcrs,  one 

>    after  the  other)  not  only  to  lofe  his  life,  but  to  be  hanged 
>  like  a  common  malefa^r  at  the  head  of  his  camp.     What 

nvith  hts    ^^  appear  ftill  more: rigorous,  -he  ordered  a  fitter  of  his  to 
vwnfiQerk  ^'^^%^  ^^  f*"^^  fliamefiil  death,  for  having,  as  he  prc- 
^    .  tended,  favoured  that  revolt  under- hand  :  and  this,  in  fpitc 
'  of.  all  the  prayers  and  ^icreaties  of  his  court,  of  both  fexes, 
in  her  behalf ;  it  bcdng,  till  then,  an  unheard-of  thing  in 
Ethk^ta  to  condemn  a  woman,  much  nK>re  a  lady  of  rank, 

-  tofuch  a  death.     No  wonder  if  the  whole  court  was  fciicd 

/  •  See  before,  p.  65,  Sffj^q, 
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with  €rexA  aii^  horror  at  fuch  an  unufual  inftancc  of  in- 
flexibility ^ 

,  •  Bt  this  time  thtRomifi  religion fecmed  to  have  reached' 
the  higheft  pitch  of  fuccefs  that  it  ever  had  in  this  country. ' 
They  had,  befiifcs  nineteen  Jefuits,  many  natives  who  had 
been  ordiuncd  by  the  patriarch,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  * 

converts.     They  were  now  laying  the  foundation  for  a  new  j^f^^^^j 
cathedral ;  other  churches  were  beautified  and  ornamented  tMra! 
in  the  Romt/h  way'     The  proud  patriarch  had  got  fuch  an  huilt  hy 
^cendant  over  tfhe  monarch,  that  he  was  above  paying  any  the  pairi^  ♦^ 
regard  to  the  la\vs  and  cuftbms  of  'the  country,  afliiming  to  arch. 
Khnfelf  an'  authority  vafUy  fuperidV  to  whj\t  any  of  their 
abnnas  had  ever  pretended,  or  darfed  to  have  aimed  at :  -he' 
tii«fa<icred  out  the  in6ft  dreadful  excommunications,  for  the 
Icaft  offences,  agsrinft  eVen  fome  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
coat%  and  could  hardly  be  prevailed  upon  by  the  fovereign  to 

recall  them.     An  leege,  or  chief  of  the  monks,  a  man  of  - 

great  fanftity,  dying  in  the  Abijfinian  faith,  had  been  buried 
at  the  'foot  of  thtf  altar  of  theu*  church  :  of  which  Mendez 
bekig  apprifcd,  he  ordered  his  body  to  be  taken  up  and 
thrown  on  a  dunghill ;  which  was  accordingly  done  ;'  in- 
fomuch  that  tYvtAbiffinians  could  not  forbear  complamingi 
aloud,  that  the  P(?r^wg7/^  exercifed  their  cruelties  and  re-'  V 

fentment,  not  only  agalnft  the  living,  but  againft  the 
dead  "•  . 

BtJ  T  whilft  every  thing  feemed  to  go  on  according  to  their ' 
•wiflies,  the  feeds  of  all*  the  difafters  that  befel  them  foon 
after,  had  been  for  fome  time  fowing  underhand  by  Melcha 
Chrifiosl   a  rank  fchifmatic,  as  Tellez  ftyles  him  i  but,  in 
good   truth,  an  enemy  to  all  Roman  innovations,  and  their  .   . 

authors  and  favourers  t  and  one  who  plainly  forefaw  how 
impoffible  it  would'  be  to  flop  their  furprifing  progrefs,  as 
long  as  two  fuch  powerful  friends  as  the  emperor  and  his  -., 
brother  Ras  Sella  ChriJloSj  went  fb  uoanimoufly  hand  in  hand     '  ^f^^  . 
to  fupport  them:  fo   that  there  could  be  no  pther  ^^^^^lalouslf 
found  to  flop  the  career  of  the  former,  but  by  fowing  ^^^  tubro^ 
fecds'of  jealoufy  between  the  latter  (T).     We  have  already /^^^. 

taken 

'  lid.  ub.  fup,    '  •  Teliez,  ub.  fup.  c,  14,  &  feq. 

LUDOLPH,  &al. 

\  ^  ..      ^ 

(T)  This  was  done,  it  Teems, j  fios  ;  and,  that  notwithftanding. 
bv  inrpiring  tbe  emperor  with  the  fpecious  pretences  of  gra-j 
aftrong  fuipicion  that  there  was  titude  and  zeal  for  him  and  His* 
aprivateunderftanding  between  .  fucceflbr,  they  had  united  their 
^if^4rtugue/ezxidk  Ras  Sella  CWi-    interdls   wi:h   no   other   view 

thaa 


tafccn  notice  of  the  oiie  being  deprived  of  bis  wccroyftipo^ 
Ccjam^  the  bcft  and  richeft  in   the  whole  empire,  by  thtf 
other;  and  thi^  it  was  that  hid  the  fouadatipsi  fofr  ^U  the^ 
difturbances  and  revolts  which  we  are  now  going  to  rehte.  i 

1620        ^^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  fcditions  was  raifed  in  the  next 
rhih'      year  among  the  Jgaus  of  Beffvmder^    whofe  dwelling  is. 
eaus  re-    amongft  fome  <rf  the  highcft  mountains  in  the  enipire ;  agajnft 
i(}//*         whom  the  empetor  marched  at  the  head  of  a$,ooofoot  aod 
aooohorfc;  but  attacking  them  toonidifcretelyaraoi^  theiPi 
idkaui.    Kg*^  rocks/  was  rcpulfed  with  great  lois.    He  next  ordered 
'    Ws  brother  R(u  Sella  Chr^os  t&  lead  another  drmy  agaiDft- 
them.;  who,  though  htely  ftripped  of  hk  government  aad 
lich  territories,  readily  obeyed ;  and,  falling  upoii  fuch  of. 
them  as  had  ventured  down  from  the  mooataios,  and  pre^nted  ' 
'Jneniif     the  reft  from  doing  any  more  mifchief.'    He  wa»  foon  af-^' 
tevoU       tier  obliged  to  march  into  the  kingdom  oi  Jmhofa^  v^^* 
petitdt     another  revolt  had  been  raifed  by  one  Lacu  Miriam,  whe^* 
he  came  fo  fuddfnly  upon  them,  that  the  greateft  part  wer« 
either  (bin,  or  perifhed  in  their  flight,  by  their  fall  int<»thef#; 
deep  precipices.     This  was  no  fooner  quelled  than  ftiiother' 
.  began  on  the  monntains  of  Lafia ;  againft  whom  the  em* 
peror  difpatched /T^^rt  CAr  j/?<w,  viceroy  of  7%r^  5  who,  veii^} 
HAst       taring  too  hr  with  his  fmall  force,  was  flam  by  thofe  moun*'' 
Ckriftos    t^neers,  and  his  men  put  to  the  route.    About  the  fam#H 
/ain.        time  the  Gallas  made  a  frefli  irruption  Into  the  kingdom  of-  ^ 
G^am,  whom  Zegur  Egzi,  lieutenairt:  lo  Ras  SeliaChriftcSi  ' 
ventnring  to  oppofe  with    too  fmall  a  force,    was  him*'- 
2egtir      {"elf  flaln,  and  his  troops  utterly  defeated.     By  the  death  of 
%*i/^'*-.  thcfe  two  laft  commanders,  the  Romijb  religion  loft  two  <rf 
n  Ro-    ^^  moft.  principal  props,  next  to  the  empeapr  and  hw  broM 
,ni^  ^^/£.  thcr :  and  tbefe  two  laft  coming  at  l^gth  to  an 'open  rap* ' 

tban  to  deprive  him  and  Sajt'  part,    had   engaged  t6   mate. 

/ides  of  the  crown ;    attd,    by  them  fuch  large  conceflions,  as 

their  stfTiftance,  to  fei^e  upon  he  well  knew  ceNild  itot  fail  of 

the  empire.    Vo  this  end,  they  engaging  that  haughty  and  am- 

aiiuredhismajeftyi  that  the  pa-  bidous  nation  to   his   intetdi: 

triarch    and    his    miffionaries  (47).   This  was  a  doable  piece 

had  (ent  preiTmg  inlbnces  into  of  Macbiavilian  policy ,    and 

Europe^  for   a  ^efii  fupply  of  rai&d  an  equal  je^oufy  in  thst 

^ces  and  arttll^y  from  thence,  monarch  againft  Rat  Sella  Chd- 

and  that  they  only  waited  for  fios^  and  tnc  whole  Poriugutfi 

their  airival  before  they  veii-  tribe.     We  (hall  foofi  fee  bchv 

tared  to  declare  for  that  falfe  well  it  fucceederd. 
brother  of  his ;  who,  on  his 

C47;  W/»,  lmi*Jj>k,&  nl,  /»/.  wW» 
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tare,  fooft  occafioned  an  extraonfiiunry  change  $  and  ^nak'giffnU/u 
vhQ  tlUapproved  of  that  monarch's  meafores  in  favour  of  it,'/<w9 
ceafed  not  fiilii^  hU  mind  with  fears  and  jealonfies,  both/^'*^"^^ 
againft  him  and  the  P^rtugue/e ;  fo  that  matters  quickly  piU^^^"'* 
oo  a  different  face ;  «and  Siofe  who  had»  for  Sear  of  puni(h* 
mcsit,  complied  with  his  edift,  and  embraced  his  new  reli« 
^on,  only  concaved  the  greater  diflike  fait,  and  mified  nO' 
opportunity  of  (hewing  it'*^^  whilftthe  patriarch  was  Aill- 
^viDg  them  freih  occaiions  for  it* 

For  befides  his  excommunications^  and  other  violent  pro-.Mendes 
GBedings,  ahready  mentioned,  hehadktdy  taken  il  into  his /nVj^itw 
head  to  have  a  woman  arreftcd  and  puni(hed  for  a  witch;  man  ftr  a 
iriiich  he  ibon  found  gave  univerfal  difguft  to  the  people,  tmtcb* 
irtto  abhor  the  fuppofition  of  any  fuch  contraA  between  men 
lOtd  devils,    as  implying,  in  their  opiidon,  two  Gods^  or  ^ 

^  caafes ;  one  of  good,  the  other  of  e\dL    In  this  they 
,faft  much  more  judicious  than  xk^  Portuguefi  and  Spani*^ 
prds^  who  greedily  fwaiiow  every  abfurd  ftory  of  witchcrafts^ 
poflfeffions,  and  diaboUcai  works:  and  when  thefe  have ui^db 
Ihe  Scriptures  agsdnil  them  in  favour  of^  wizards,  iKitches, 
ibc.    their  anfwer    was,  if  there  ever  were  any  ih  other 
BDontries,  they  never  had  any  in  Ethiopia.    But  it  is  not  un-  qj^t  n§^ 
fBuij  that  the  patriarch  intended  to  introduce  the  inquHitiaa,  ^io„  not 
ith  other  innovations,  among  them;  Matches  and  wizards  i»^Tx;«  iitf 
omonly  affording  a  plentiful,  as  was  as  gainful,  exerdfe,.£thiopia« 

the    greedy   inquifitors;   as   one  may  judge  by  their 

'cf  ief& :  and  it  is^tbe  more  probable  that  this  woman  waft 

itched  upon  to  lead  the  dance,  as  Tellez  himfelf  fays,  that 

be  had   been  oomijied  of»-  and  had  herfelf  confeflcd,  the 

4aime;    However  that  he^  the  patriarch  was  obliged  toieti    ^ 

ler  go  u^npumihed. 

Re  bdiaved,  indeed,  much  tabrt  becoming  his  character  .^ /^<2v^ 
%kh  r^ard  to  one  of  the  emperor's  daughters,  a  light  "prin-  frincg/t  of^ 
tc6,  (as  moft  of  that  rank  are  faid  tc5be*)  who  had  t^ofofestbe 
ha(bands  living,  yet  cohabited  with  a  third  in  open  adultery, />/»^(/?j* 
and  was  defirous.  to  be  married  to  him.    She  folUci(ed  the 
fttriardi  for  fbme  time  in  the  mofl  preiUng  manner,  to  con* 
icR  tov  and  to  grant  her  a  difpenfation  for  it ;  which  he  aai 
ftreauoufly  refufing,  ccafperated  her  to  that  degree,  that  to 
be  nevenged  of  him^  ihe  fet  all  the  men  over  whom  fhe  had 
any  influence,  againfl  him.  ,Thus,  by  one  means  or  other, 
both  he  and  his  churcb  became  daily  more  odious  to  thepeo* 
pie;  and  the  emperor,  who  in  this  laft  cafe  adled  fo  mucit 

•  Tellez,  ibid.  c.   15,  &  fcq,    Lvdolph,  k  al.  ub.fup.' 
■  Set  before,  p.  77»       ,. 
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beloW  the  charafter  of  a  piou»  prince,  as  he  would  be 
thought,  with  refpeft  to  his  leu^d  daughter,  loft  daily  more 
the  love  and  eftcem  of  his  fubjefts,  and  gave  them  ae\y  occa-» 
iion  and  encouragement  for  frefti  revolts. 

AccoRDiNGLT,  on  the  next  year, ,  the  revolters  in  the 
kingdom  of  v^ywAam.  took  up  their  arms  again,  and  having: 
made  choice  of  a  new  chief,  to  whom  tbey  gave  the  tidew 
viceroy,  fent  him,  at  die  head  of  a  powerful  force,  to  pot 
fefs  hirafelf  of  the  kingdom  of  Tigre.     Unfortunately  fa^ 
him;  he  kept  himfelf  fo  little  upon  his  guard,  that  he  ^W 
furprifed  by  the  viceroy  of  that  province,  as  he  was  caroufia 
on  a  Saturday  y  which  they  ftill  obferved  as  the  fabbath,  doe 
he  was  entirely  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  4000  men  and  3! 
pair  of  kettle-drums.     About  the  fame  time  another  par^ 
of  the  Jgaus  was  totally  cut  off  on  the  mountains  by  R^ 
Sella  Chrijlos ;  yet  did  not  this,  nor  his  other  late  ferviofl 
dimihifti  in  the  leaft  the  fufpidon  which  the  emperor  entef 
talnedagainft  him.     Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  ap 
dved  a  new  biihop  of  Nice  from  Goa^  and  laft  from  SuaksA 
in  the  room  of  James  Seco^  who,  as  was  hinted  a  littl 
higher,  died  at  fea  in  his  way  hither.     This  new  prelate  \w 
called  Don  y^/o//£/2<zm£f^/7«^^rf^;  and  arriving  at   Fremm 
about  the  middle  of  Augujiy  (their  winter)  could  not  come  t 
court  till  that  fesfon  was  over :  but  upon  his  reaching  dw 
imperial  camp  on  the  r6th  oi  Decemker^  met  with  a  mei 
gracious  reception  there ;  and  after  a  fortnight's  ftay,  retirei 
to  the  patriarch's  palace  at  D^pfau^  four  leagues  diflant  frod 
Dencazy.  1 

On  the  next  year,  the  emperor  having  fent  the  new  vie* 
roy  of  Gqjamy'  named  Serca  ChriftaSy.  yrith  a  fmall  army, 
convoy  the    tribute  of  gold  that  was  coming  from 
kingdom  oiEnurea  (V),  againfl;  the  Gliffatex ;  '2ls  foon  as 
'••',•  .  .  enteri 

T  Vid.  LuDOLPH,  1.  ill  c.  14.  &  al.  (up.  chat. 


'  (V)  We  have  clfewherc  ob-* 
fervcd,  th^t  this  «cw-c«nq&ered 
kingdom  paid  rather  a  free- 
will-ofFering,  than  a  tribute, 
to  the  j^ij/tnian  monarchs  ; 
riity  feeing,  in  no  copdicion  to 
oblige  them  to  it  by  reafon  of 
their  v^il  •  diftance,  and  the 
country  of  the  Gafates  "lying 
for  the^  mQH  part  between  them. 


For  this  reafon,  though  it  coft*- 
filled  only  of  \6oo  ounces,  o| 
gold,  or  about  10,000  crowas)  i 
yet  fudt  was.th^  indigence  oF^ 

thpfe  monarchs,  that  they  wei^ 
glad  to  fend  a  caravan,  under 
a  llrong  convoy,'  to  fetch  it 
froip  thence,  and  to  prevenf 
its  "being  intertepted  by  thofe 
free  hooters  (48). 


(/fi)  $ee  hefon,  /.  38. 
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he  territories  of  thofe  free-booters,  and  faw  them  nrvofidi* 
{''with  multitudes  of  large  cattle^  he  fet  aiide  the^'m 
of  efcortiug  the  tribute,  of  which  lie  knew  he  had 
^e,  and  feized  uponfoch  a  large  number  of  their  cows» 
udged  would  yield  him  a  much  richer  booty ;  and  ac- 
jly  was  driving  near  100,000  of  them  towards  Dan^ 
The  emperor,  highly  incenfed  at  this  infult,  fent  him 
js  orders  to  reftore  the  cattle  to  the  owners,  and  to 
litder  himfelf  priibner :  but  he,  inftead  of  obeybg,  if* 
but  a  proclamation,  declaring  prince  Bajilides  emperor  %  proclaims 
ommanding  all  that  embraced  tYatRomjb  faith  to  abjure  i^ifiudes 
:  of  hand,  and  return  to  that  oi  Alexandria.    This  was  gmperor. 
||  without  the  young  prince's  confent,  or  even  knowlege; 
|id  no  lefs  exafperate  him  againft  him,  than  it  did  his 
and  having  obtained  his  leave,    marched  direAly 
him  at  the  head  of  his  army.     The  rebel  was  no 
apprifed  of  his  approach,  than  he  fent  anexprefs  to  a 
;  prince  of  the  race  of  fome  of  the  ancient  emperors,  in-  jy/^  j^^/^: 
him  to  come  and  accept  of  the  crown,  and  aflift  bim  ration 
Wing  the  old  Jbiffinian  church,  and  driving  all  the  gains  »iim 
I  and  Portuguefe  out  of  the  empire ;  afluring  him^  that  a  great 
lid  not  fail  of  being  fupported  in  it  by  all  the  moqks,  and/«''(y* 
-  greater  part  of  the  grandees  and  people. 
IIS  prince,  whofe  name  was  Melcha  Chrijios^   readily 
the  offer ;  and  raifed  what  forces  he  could  get,  ia 
if  poffible,  to  join  thofe  of  Serca  Chriftos*    In  the 
time  he  caufed  a  manifeflo  to  be  publiihed,  importing^ 
I  did  not  take  up  arms  with  any  i%cnt  of  feizing  on  the 
gn  power,  but  only  to  extirpate  the  Roman  religion, 
eflore  the  old  Alexandrian  faith  through  the  empire. 
i  declaration  failed  not  to  diaw  great  numbers  of  monks, 
^ther  people  who  had  retired  into  the  mountains,  to  his 
But  upon  information  that  young  Bajilides  was  ad- 
Qg  towards  Serca  ChriJioSy  he  thought  it  more  expedient 
rtify  himfelf  among  thofe  ahnofl  inaccefFible  rocks,  and 


Gaffates  fpread  thcm- 
along  the  banks  of  the 
I  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
re,  between  the  kingdoms 
^am  and  Damoty  and  their 
try  fo  abounds  with  grafs, 
khey  breed  an  innumerable 
ttude  of  black  cattle ; 
1  being  of  a  large  fize,  and 


very  fat  and  fiefhy,  bear  a 
great  price  through  all  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms  and 
provinces  :  lo  that  we  need  not 
wonder  at  the  preference  which 
this  revolted  viceroy  gave  to 
100,000  of  them,  before  looo 
ounces  of  gold  (49). 


(49)  Tf/Ztf^j  Ludolph,  Loho^  tt  aLJupt  cUatt 
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Wdlt  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity,     dn  the  otlier  handy 
the  emperor  feeing  himfelf  threatened  by  thofe  two  revolts 
in  different  parts  of  his  dominions,  was  obliged  to  fend  for 
his  brother  again,  and  to  be  reconciled  to  him,  in  order  to 
advife  with  him  what  courfe  to  fleer  againft  them :  where- 
upon JRns  Sella  Chriftos  counfelled  him  to  fend  a  new  reinfor^ce- 
tnent  to  his  fon,  together  with  exprefs  t>rders  to  go  and 
Scrca        attack  the  rebel  Serca  Chriftos  :  of  which  he  acquitted  him* 
Chrillos     fclf  with  fuch  diligence  and  fuccefs^  that  he  was  forced  to 
dtftafed     retire  with  all  fpeed  over  'the  Jfile  j  whither  he  flill  clofelj 
hy  Bafili-  purfuing  him,  obliged  him  to  come  to  a  fharp  engagement; 
dej :  In  which  his  forces  were  totally  routed  :  upon  which  he  fled, 

to  the  neighbouring  mountains  ;  but  before  three  days  wer^ 
over,  he  furreiidered  himfelf  to  the  prince  ;  by  whom  he  wai; 
fent  prifoner  to  the  imperial  camp,  and  there  baflinadoed  tdJ 
death.  Seven  of  his  companions  being  likewife  conduced 
thither  in  chains,  had  their  heads  cut  off.     One  of  his  chicl 


cudgelled 
to  death* 
Se'ven  of 
bis 


his  accom-  officers,  who  was  of  the  number,  and  had  the  boldnefs  t(> 
V^S^^^"    ^^"^  ^'^^  dire  blafpheniies,  as  7V//t'2  fliles  them  %  againft  thl 


bioded. 


^heempe* 
torsfuc' 


*1 
church  of  Rome,  as  he  hung  fufpended  to  a  hook,  had  h^ 

tongue  cut  out,  and,  towards   night,  was  difpatched  by< 
volley  of  dafts^.    ,  1 

This  fuccefs  encouraged  the  emperor  to  march  at  thi 
head  6f  his  whole  army  againft  the  other  revolters,  who  k] 
tefs  againft  encamped  on  the  high  mountains  of  Lajla :  for  by  this  timi 
/he  retook '  he  was  relapfed  iftto  his  old  fufpicions  againft  his  brother^ 
*'*'•  and  obliged  him  to  retire  to  his  own  houfe.     He  theref< 

^  divided  his  army  in#  three  bodies,  in  order  to  enter  th( 

mountains  by  as  many  ways^  and  had  the  good  luck 
firft  to  furprife  and  kill  fome  of  the  revolters  :  but  one 
his  bodies  having  met  with  a  more  warm  reception,  and 
forced  to  repulfed  with  great  lofs,  he  thought  fit  to  withdraw  wii 
Jlink  back  xaoTC  hafte  than  honour,  before  the  rebels  had  flopped 
^vay  through  thofe  pafTes,  which  would  have  cut  off  his  p 
villous,  and  reduced  his  army  by  famine,  as  well  as  pre* 
vented  his  retreat :  and  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  time  it  fa* 
Ivell,  that'  he  gained  the  imperial  camp  at  DaneaZy  withoni- 
any  farther  damage  than  the  difhonour  of  leaving  the  kingi 
dom  of  Begameder  expofed  to  the  fury  and  yefentment  of 
the  revolters :  the  confequence  of  which  ill-concerted  ex- 
pedition was,  that  it ,  greatly  tarnifhed  his  fame,  and  diP  i 
heartened   his  friends,  at  the  fame  time  that  It  r^fed  the 


<u}ith 
Jhame 


*  Ub.  fup.  t,  tf^ 
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Spirits  of  his  eneihies  ^     The  patriarch  was  very  diligent  inThe  patri* 
making  his  vifitations  in  the  kingdom  of  Demhea^  and  others  ^^cb  and 
aiboat  it,  whilft  the  new  bi(hop  of  Nice  did  the  fame  in  other  ^'A^p  ^o/d 
jparts  ;  and  the  Jefuits,  in  their  refpeftive  cantons  ;  and  all'^^^''  '^i/^'i 
X>i  them  fuccefsfuUy  fenough,   by  their  own  acconnts,    ^5^^'^** 
.make  daily  a  great  number  of  prbfelyteS.     But  notwithftand- 
ing  all  thefe  boafted  converiions,  the  Alexandrians  gained 
To  much  ground  at  court,  that  they  now  made  ho  fcruple 
'to   tell    the  emperor.    That  all  thefe  difafters  tvere  wholly  Reprefen-^ 
\iwing  io  the  change  of  religion  he  had  occafioned  in  his  dotni-^^^ions 
nions,  and  that  neither  he  nor  the  people  muji  eSipedi  peace  or  ^'^^^  '^ 
tranquility  as  long  as  he  upheld  and  promoted  the  Romifh  reli-  *^'  ^^t^* 
'  *  n ;   ivhichy  how  right  foever  it   might  be,  cduld  never  ap-  ^°^ ' 

ir  fo  to  hisfubjeHSy  as  long  as  it  condemned  that  in  ivhich 
'hey  had  been  brought  up  :  that  it  was  next  to  iftipoffibte 
ver  to  perfiiade  them  that  circumcifion,  ot  the  obfervatice  of 
'he  fabbath,  could  be  cffenfive  to  God,  or  that  the  Alcjtandrian 
urgy^  calendar  offafls  andfejiivalsf  ought  to  give  place  to 
^hat  of  Rome.  That  it  would  therefore  be  more  fafe  if  he 
~  relax  his  feverity  in  thofe  points,  which  did  in  no- 
)ife  attaint  the  effentials  of  Chrijlianity,  and  grant  them  a 
II  liberty  to  go  on  in  their  ancient  rites  and  cujloms,  feeing 
I  the  efforts  ©/"Ras  Sella  Chriftos,  and  his  partifans,  to  thi 
mtrary,  v)ere  chiefly  levelled  againfl  his  and  his  kingdom'^ 

These  reprefentations,  joined  to  the  danger  he  was  in  <who  re. 
om  the  revolters  in  Lqflay  lately  mentioned,  made  fuch  laxes 
impreffion  on  the  emperor,  that  he  communicated  them  hisfimeri ' 
the  patriarch,  who,  on  his  part,  though  very  loth  to^di^u 
c,  yet  at  fuch  a  junfture,  being  gM  to. lower  his  fails, 
rather  rcniit  at  little,  than  lofe  all,  confdnted  that  fom6 
conceflions  fhould  be  made  to  the  people,  provided 
were  not  fepugnafat  to  the  Roriian  faith.     Accordingly, 
'ore  he  went  afrefti  againfl:  the  revolters,  he  iflued  out  a 
lamation  in  his  army,  That  they  fhould  be  allowed  the 
of  their  old  books  and  rites  in  the  divine  fervice,  pro- 
led  they  were  revifed  by  the  patriarch.     2 J/y,  That  they 
>uld  obferve  all  their  feftivals  according  to  the  old  Alex- 
ian  calendar,  except  that  of  Eajtery  and  thofe  that  im- 
Imedlately  depended  upon  it :  And,    ^dly,    That  thofe  whof 
pred  not  to  fail  on  Saturday,  fhould  do  it  on  Wednefday. 
Thefe  were  indeed  very  trifling  conceflions  at  the  befl,  and 
tonfequently  fuch   as  neither  couW  fatisfy  the  Abiffiniart 

^LEz,  ibid.  c.  26,  &  feq.  Ludolph,  ub.foy.        ^Tbl- 
I  ltz>  c.  28^  LvDQLPH,  ab.  fup. 
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andisfe-  ckrgy  nor  laity.  But  what  more  furprifed  the- emperor, 
nferelycen-yff^Sj  that  they  highly  difpleafed  the  patriarch  himfelf,;  who 
furedby  thereupoQ  took  the  liberty  to  expoftulate  with  him  in  very 
the  patri'  unbecoming  terms ;  telling  him,  that  he  might  ais  T^irell 
urcb.         j^^yg  given  them  free  liberty  to  return  to  their  old  Alex€mr 

drian  faith>  feeing  they  would  of  courfe  take  his  proclaina«-  "* 
^65 1,     tion  in  thatfenfe.     Yea,  he  wentfo  far  as  to  remind  him  d£ 
the  fate  of  the  Jewijb  king  Uzziah  %  who  was  /mitten  by 
God  with  a  leprqfy  for  having  prejumed  to  infringe   on  the 
f  priejily  office ;  intimating  thereby,  that  it  belonged  folely  t(> 
thePope^and  to  himfelf,  his  vicar,  to  grant  fuch  licences; 
and  that  he  had  in  that  ufurped  a  power  which  did  not  be- 
long to  him.     This  bold  epiftle  could  not  but  nettle  th^: 
emperor  to  a  great  degree,  and  could  not  fail  of  making 
him  fenfible  how  much  too  generous  he  had  been   in    im 
vaft  concefSons  to  thofe  pretended  fucceffors  erf*  St.  Peter^ 
and  what  advantage  they  took  now  of  his  too  great  weal&f 
nefs.  Neverthelefs,  as  he  was  now  going  on  fuch  a  dangerous 
expedition,  he  contented  himfelf  with  fending  him  a  fuitabl 
aniwer ;  in  which,  among  other  things,  he  reminds   hin^ 
His  jufi     That  when  the  Romifh  religion  firfi  began   in  his  dominions^ 
anfaiier  to  it  did  not  orweits  ejiablijhment  to  the  preaching  of  the  Jefuit$^ 
him.  nor  to  any  miraclei  they  wrought  in  confirmation  of  it^   n^ 

,  to  the  good  liking  (f  his  fubjeUSj  but  merely  to  his  own  apprt 

hation  and  free  good-willy  inafmuch  as  we  found  that  the  do&i 
trines  of  our  (Alexandrian)  books  were  quite  conformckble  to  it 
and  confequently  could  not  fee  that  he  had  given  the   pa^ 
triarch  any  occafion  of  complaint.     We  fliall  beg  leave  h< 
Two  ri'     *^  fubjoin  a  remark  or  two  upon  this  anfwer  :  the   one 
marks  uf^  that  the  AbiJfinianSy  vdiom  the  Portuguefe  writers  repreli 
•»;/.         as    ignorant,    illiterate,   and   untraftable,   were   yet    al 
enough  to  perceive,  that  the  difpute  about  the  incarnati 
was  founded  on  mere  words,  ill  underftood  and  explained 
and,  2dlyy  that  all  the  miracles  which  are  related  by  th< 
writers,  particularly  by  father  Cuerreiro^  are  no  better    ' 
^  mere  invented  fables,  feeing  that  monarch,  though  fo  zca^ 

lous  for  their  religion,  did  not  know  of  any  fuch  having  beett 
wrought.    All  this  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  contention 
thff  patri'  between  him  and  the  haughty  patriarch,  whofe  favs^e  be* 
arch's        haviour  on  this  occafion  is  juftly  blamed,  even  by  thofe  oj 
Jlrange  he-  j^jg  q^jj  church,  and  looked  upon  as  the  chief  caufe  both  of 
haviour.    ^.j^e  total  expulfion  of  all  the  miffionaries  and  Portuguefe  out 
of  that  empire,  and  likewife  of  that  of  the  irrecoocileable 
hatred  which  rfie  whole  Ahiffmian  nation  hath  borne  ever 

*  Telle-z,  ub. fup. c.  19.  p.482,  k  ftq. 
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Hoce,  and  doth  to  tbis  day,  not  only  to  the  Portuguefi,  but 
toall  the  Franks  or  EuropeanSp  ^ 

But  it  k  time  now  to  com^  to  the  cmperor'«  nevexpe-7-^^^^A^. 
($tioa  ag9inft  the  Lqftan  revolters,  ia  which  he  once  more^vr 
tilOQght  fit  to   recall   his  brother  Ras  Sella  Cbriftos  to  XSlVa  marches 
sheconunaad ;  and,  ^a  fpitepf  all  hi$  r^moi^ftranc^^  obliged  ^z^/«/7 /Air 
)m  to  go  ^nd  attack  them  with  only  3000  med.     Whether  ^^^'* 
this  n^%  done  with  a  defign  to  facrifice  lilm  to  hif  ftill  cor-^ 
rodiag  jealoufy  or  not,  we  are  not  told,  neither  will  pretend 
to  affirm;  byt  that  brave  geaeral  was  prefently  b^et  with,' 
20,000  rebels,  apd  though  he  defended  himfelf  with  the 
ftmoft  bravery,  as  well  a«  did  $t  the  (4nie  time  Keba  Chriftos^ 
|aceroy  of  Be^amedety  who  lay  at  a  fmall  diflaooe  with  his 
f^ces,  yet  being  abandoned  at  length  by  their  men,  in  the^as  Sella 
(^ht,  they  were  both  forced  to  fay^  themfelves  by  flight.  Cbriftos 
5*515  difailer  fo  alarmed  the  emperor,  that  he  retired  to  the/*^  ^* 
pgdoqi  of  Cyam,  whiljft  the  dated  revolters  were  takJngAs^^^  ^ 
'   rmeafures  to  go  and  make  themfelves  mailers  oi  Dancaz/      * 
ufuai  place  of  his  refidence ;  and  a  gr^t  part  of  hi$ 
:es  were  plotting  xq  go  over  to  them.     The  fear  he  wa^ 
kft  if  the  rebels  feized  on  his  court,  the  reft  of  the  em* 
fliould  declare  for  them,  obliged  him  to  try  his  fortune 
more;  (o  that  leaving  his  baggage   behind  him,  he 
ched  direftly  towards  them,   all  night,  at  the  head  of 
•,000  men  ^ ;  in  which  attempt  he  fucc^eded  niuph  better 

everhehaddqne. 
He  was  then  encamped  advantageoufly  for  the  feafon,     1632. 
was  the  bqginning  of  winter,   when  on  the  27th  of  Sufneus 
news  ^as  brought  to  him  by  his  fcouts  that  the  enemy  'HH" 
advancing  to^)vards  him  with  25,000  men,  but  moft  of^''"^^^" 
ill  difcipUned  ^nd  armed.     They  arrived  accordingly^'*^'^  ^ 
t  nooQ  within  fight  of  his  camp,  upon  which,  the  im- 
*  horfe  leading  the  vaq,  the  emperor  himfelf  clapping 
tp  his  horfe,  and  being  followed  by  the  reft  of  his 
cavalry,  th^y  charged  the  rebels  with  fuch  fury,  that  they 
.fed  at  th?  very  firft  onfet  like  fo  many  (heep  before  the  wolfj^ 
IBid  yielded  thena   ^  complete  viftory.     Night  coming  on^ 
Iflany  of  thefe  mountaineers  endeavouring  to  fave  themfelves. 
by  flight  during  the  darknefs,.  daftied  themfelves  in  pieces, 
jniong  the  rocks;   the  others  were  either  flain  or  takei\ 
hy  the  purfuii^  impcrialifts;  infomuch   that,  by  the  next 
^y,  the  flsun  were  found  tq  amount  to  8000  ;  the  reft  en^  ^ 

Avowed  to  regain  t;heir  l^igh  rec^flcs,  and  abandpned  their-. 
CWip  to  the  viftors^ 

^T*LL«z,  LuDOLFH,  &c. ijbid. 
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This  fignal  defeat,  which  filled  the  Portuguefe  with  joy 
and  triumph,  and  made  them  imagitie  now  that  none  would 
be  fo  bold  as  to  oppofe  the  progr^fs  of  theif  religion,  had^ 
however,  a  quite  contrary  effedV,  as  it  drove  both  the  Alex- 
andrians and  imperialifts  into  the  utmoft  confternation.   The' 
H/Vo^f^j  chief  .officers  of  the   court,  in  particular,  accompanied  the 
pathetic     pnperor  in  a  mournful  guife  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  there 
remon^      addreffed  themfelves  to  him  in  words  to  this  efFeft  «.     '*  You 
jtrance  to   „  ^^^  h^rty  Sir,  many  thoufands  of  your  fubjcfts  flain  be- 
"  fore  your  eyes,    and  by  your  arms ;  they  were  ndthei  ; 
f*  Mohammedans,  nor  Gentiles,  nor  enemies  of  theChriftia^ 
**  name,  but  unhappy  vafTals  of  yours  and  our  relations, 
*'  and  our  own  flefh  and  blood ;  fo  that  whether  you  con* . 
f*  quer  or  be  conquered,  you  ftill  are  fure  to  flieath  youp 
"  fword  into  your  own  bowels.     Thofe  who  took  up  armi 
**  againft  you,  did  not  do  it  out  of  any  diflike  to  your  perfoa* 
**  or  government,  but  in  defence  of  their  ancient  religion^- 
**  'which  you  would  force  them  to  renounce,  and  exchangeP 
f*  for  one  to  which  they  can  by  no  means'be  perfuaded  t(| 
**  conform.     What  a  deal  of  blood-fhed  hath  this  unhappjfc 
*'  change  already  caufed,  and  what  a  deal  more  is  it  likelf 
^*.tocaufe,  unlefs  you  will  fufier  them  to  continue  in  tha| 
**  old  way  of  worfhip,  which  they  received  from  their  an* 
**  teftors  ?  Without  this,  we  fhall  never  enjoy  any  reft,  and 
*'  you  will  find  yourfelf  (hortly  without  empire  or  fubje6h, 
"  Adil    to  this,    that  our  worft  enemies,    the  Gallas  and 
**  Turks f  againft  whom  your  arms  might  have  been  more 
*'  fuccefsfully  and  glorioufly  employed,  do  hate  and  defpifc 
^*  us   ftill  the  more,  and  brand  us  with  the  name  of  re« 
*^  negados,    for    having    thus   deviated  from  ouf  ancient 
f^  faith  (U)."         ' 

*  TELLEz,ibid.  c.  32.  p.  488,  &feq.  Ludolph,  1.  iii.  c.  !»♦' 
D.  13,  &  I'eq. 

(U)  This  laft  was  fo  far  true.  Neither    need    we    wondcf 

that  Teller  tjells  us  in   another  that  Jenjos,    Turksy    and  Hea- 

place,  that  the  king  of  Jdel,  thens  fhbald  be  fo  exafperatc4 

his  neighbour,  and  a  Moham-  at  his  defedlion,  not  indeed  ouf 

Tft'^tinn,    who  had    caufed   two  of  any  particular  regard  they 

jcfuits,   then  going  into  Jbif-  Could    have   for  the  AbiJJiniM 

fnia^   to  be  apprehended   and  church,  but  out  of  downright 

put  to  death,  afterwards  wrote  hatred  againft   that   of  Rome^ 

-a  haughty  reproachful  letter,  and  the  P^^r/wg-tf^  nation,  whofe 

in  which  he  HyleS  him  the  apo-  growing  power  in  his  dominiy 

^■6Xz  ^2(fneus  {/^%).  onshad.jullly  alarmed  them (49). 

(4S)  fdUz,  hh.  VI,  c,  2j^.  (49)  Ludclfk,  h  iii.f.  ia.».  16. 
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This   pathetic  rcmonftrance  made  fo  mnch  the  icc^pcr  hacJUii  fy 
impreffion  on  the  emperoi-'s  mind,  as  he  was  by  this  tinle  hisfin^ 
much  worn  with  age,  fatigues,  frequent  wars,  and  revels,  ^pr^fi* 
to  fay  nothing  of  his  fufpicions  againft  his  brother  and  all  ^"^  ^<^^r^* 
tte  Portuguefe :  but  what  flill  helped  to  fiftk  it  ftill  deeper,    • 
tras,  that   the  prince,    his  fon,    the  emprefs,  and  all   the 
r.eat  ones  of  his  court,  were  daily  making  prefliDg  inftanceS' 
0  hina  to  reftore  the  old  religion,  infonjuch  ti^at  he*feil  into 
deep  melancholy  and  took  to  his  bed  ;  during  which  time 
he  courtiers  took  that  opportunity  to  publiih  an  edift  as 
rom  him,  that  the  people  might  nil  return  to  the  ancient 
lith,  or  embrace  which  church  they  liked  beft.     The  pa* ' 
iarch  failed  not,  according  to  cuftom,  to  cenfure  this  con* ' 
oft  in  the  fevereft  terms,  and  to  exhort  him    to  make  a 
setter  advantage  of  the  viftory  which  God   had  granted  to 
a,  and  to  finifli  what  he  had  fo  nobly  begun.-    The  em-- 
or  anfwered,  that  he  had  done  all  that  was  in  his*  power, 
fl  he  fawhimfelf  on  the  brink  of  being  abandoned  by  all 
Is  fubjefts ;  and  fo  without  any  farther  regard  to  his  cen- 
tres, or  the  foUicitations  of  the  bi(hop  and  his  jcfuits,  fuf-  •       -      ^  • 
sfed  the  proclamation  to  come  our;    which  was  to  ^^^^ Ifun aut a 
feft:   '*  Hear  ye,  hear:  we  gave  you  this  fakh  becaufe  -wtproclama-  ' 
»  believed  it  good  j  but  a^   iitnumefable  have  loft  their  tionfor  U^ 
*  lives  on  account  of  it,  which  Elus  (Mlius,  or  Julius)  Ga-  ^ertycf 
^  hraelj     Tekia,    Gerguis,    Sercd  Chrijfos^    an'd   now  lately  ^^"»^^  t. 
"  the  Lqftan  mountaineers,- We  do  now  reftore  to  you  the 
"  faith  of  your  forefathers.     The  former  clergy  may  return 
'!  to  their  churches,  perform  the  divine  fervice  after  their 
•*  ancient  ritual,  reftore  their  tabots  (fmall  portable  altars) 
**  and  other  branches  of  their  funOloil.     Farewell,  and  do 
ye  rejoice.** 

This  edift  (which  Tellez  fcruples  not  to  ftylc  impious, 
fecrilegious,  and  the  fource  of  many  dangerous  errors,  which 
fr<;pt  in,  in  confequence  of  it,  through  the  perverfenefs  of 
the  AhiJJinian  clergy  ^)  caufed  ^n  ineaipreffible'  joy  among       •         . 
not  only  all  the  monks  and  priefts,  but  among  the  army  and 
laity.     Thefe  laft  exprefled  it  more  particularly  by  fiin^ng    . 
Ae  beads,  and  other  popifli  trinkets  which  the  miffionaries 
had  given  them,  into  the  JRre.     The  clerg}'  began  to  per- 
form their  funftions  as  bfixal,  to  adminifter  the  commtfnioa 
in  hoth  kinds,'  the  ceremony  of  cincumcifion^  together  with 
that  of  the  general  ablution  on  the  feftival  rf  epiphany,  and 
by  the  Partugttefa  falfly  ftyled  rebaptifatipn  ^^  were'  renewed 

*  Ub.  fifp.  c.  3$.  LuDMf H^«b«  ff^  >  De  koc,    . 

Vid.  fup.  p.  187,^  fe^. 
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every-wherevrith  extraordiaary  zeal  and  exultation ;  a  {hort 
hymn  having  been  compofed  on  that  occafionj  and  fung  at 
the  revival  of  the  old  worfliip^  to  this  efie£^. 

Canticii  THE  Ethiofmnjbeep  are  now  delivered 

fung  in  mi"         Trom  V)eftem  wolves ,  by  the  do^rine  of  the  apojlle  St. 

fnoryofit.  Mark, 

Anc^ofQyrWt  the  two  pillars  of  the  Alexandrian  churchy 

Rejoice  and  be  glad,  andfing  hallelujahs  ; 

Ethiopia  hath  efcapedfrom  the  wolves  of  the  Weji  '. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  though  the  proclama^ 
tion  above-mentioned  reftored  the  Abiffinian  church  in  Jlatu 
quo,  yet  it  did  not  catclude  the  Roman  prieftsfrom  the  free 
cxercifeof  their  own.    But  by  this  time  the  .latter  were  be- 
come fo  odious  through  the  whole  empire,  and  the  emperor  i : 
fo  little  able,  if  he  had  been  ftill  inclined,  to  fuppbrt  theio, 
as  he  was  now  languiihkig  under  a  deep  melancholy  and  a 
broken  conftitution,  that  the  Abiffinian  clergy  made  no  dif- 
^he  Abif-  ficulty  to  feize  on  feveral  of  their  new  churches,  fuch  efpcd- 
Jinians      aUy  as  came  neareft  to  the  Alexandrian  model ;    foxne   of 
ftixem"    which  more   refembled    ftrong    fortrefles   than    Chriftian 
their         churches.     Here  the  patriarch  tried  once  more  to  roufe  up ; : 
ehurcbes.    ^q  drooping  zeal  of  the  defponding  monarch,  by  reprefenti 
,  yf^'  ing  to  him,  that  his  forbearance  and  inaftivity  was  going,  tot 
rorsow   j^j-j^^g  ^  ^j^jj  ^^  jj^^^  j^jg  domJoions  between   the   Alexan- 

drians  and  the  Romanifts.  An  indifcrete  and  ill-timed  inti« 
mation  this  at  fuch  a  junAure  !  but  to  which  he  could  only 
anfwer,  What  can  I  do  ?  /,  who  have  now  neither  empire  nor 
authority  left.  His  brother,  Ras  Sella  Chri/los,  wrote  a  pre^ 
fing  letter  to  liim,  which  is  ftiU  preferyed  by  the  Portuguefe 
writers ;  but  which,  if  genuine,  ftie\vs  more  zeal  and  pre^ 
judice,  than  citlier  reafoning,  or  even  commqn-ienfe  5  nor 
was  it  then  a  proper  time  to  apply  to  hin\  in  the  bad  ftate  hq 
was  in  *". 
9iath.  The  emperor,  unable  to  fuppprt  himfelf  longer  under 

fuch  a  load  and  variety  of  difeafes^  and  calamities,  expired . 
1 63  J,    on  the   16th  of  September  of  the  fame  year,  ill  the  fiitty-firl^'  ] 
of  his  age  and  twenty-fourth  of  his  reign,  not  without  ibme  ' 
fufpicion  of  his  having  been. difpatched  before  his  time  by 
poifon ;  though  by  what  appears  from  all  accounts  we  have 
from  thence,  he  really  died  of  excefs  of.  grief  and  a  worn*. 
out  conftitution,  occafioned  through  a  long  feries  of  rebel* 
li(His  withiuji.aud  war3  from  without,  pd  other  murmurs^ 

*  Vid.  LUDOLPH,  Ub.  fttp.QQin.  SU        ^  f  TeLLSK, 

Lvnotpa,  Lobo,  &c. 
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^d  di&fters  which  followed  him  dofely  during  his  whole 
unhappy  reign ;  which  might  have  proved  a  glorious  and 
profperous  one,  had  the  miffionarles  never  fet  foot  within  his 
dominions.  He  died,  we  are  told,  in  the  Tfomj/t  faith,  and 
ftili  kept  two  of  thofe  fathers  about  him  to  his  dying  hour. 
His  body  was  buried  with  great  pomp  in  the  church  of  Funeral. 
Caneta  Je/u,  about  four  leagues  from  Dancaz^  the  place 
where  he  ufually  refided,  and  now  died.  We  have  elfe- 
where  defcribed  the  ceremony  of  his  interrment,  and  of  his 
fon's  inftallation  to  the  throne,  and  need  not  repeat  it 
here ".        • 

BJSILIDES,    al.   Faciladas,  his  eldeft  fon,  Succeeded ^^^^^y^^ 
him  (who  took  the  name  of  Saltan  Segued  J ;  and,  from  if^  Bafili- 
the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  fhewed  himfelf  a  mor-  dcs,  nvim 
tal  enemy  tq  the  church  qf  JRomey  to  her  mifflonaries,  and  to  ferfecutes 
9II  her  friends  and  converts.     The  very  fiift  perfon  on  whom  *h9pofi/h 
he  wreaked  his  refentment,  ws^s  his  uncle  Ras  Sella  Chriftos^  partifans. 
whom  he  ftripped  of  the  few  lands  and  dignities  which  the  Ras  Sella 
late  emperor  had  l^ft  him,  and  ordered  him  to  be  conduced  Chriftos 
into  banifhment,  in  chains,  to  the  kingdom  of  Sameriy  or  hanijhed. 
Cemen,  where  he  lived  like  a  common  criminal  under  a  guard  ; 
which  fevere  treatment  was  probably  lefs  owing  to  the  ex- 
traordinary zeal  wMch  he  had  always  fhewn  for  that  churchy 
than  for  the  threatening  words  he  uttered  as  he  was  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  **.     Several  other  great  men 
underwent  the  fame   baniflunent;    particularly  Jzag-fino, 
the  late  emperor's  fecretary,  and  the  princefs  Vatatta  Ceor- 
pffdy  his  firft  coufm ;  and  others  were  put  to  death  for  hav- 
ing fpoken  too  vehemently  againft  the  Alexandrian  church, 
and  called  that    faith   the  religion  of  dogs.     The  fathers 
Mattos  and  Giroko,  two  Jefuits  who  had  continued  with  the 
^peror  till  his  death,  were  ordered  to  depart  from  Dancaz^ 
ai]^d  repair  to  Ganeta  Jefuy  whence  they  were  again  turned 
put  with  four,  and  fent  with  eight  n\ore  out  of  the  mo- 
naftery  of  Gorgorra  to  Cottela^  where  twelve  of  them  lived 
for  fome  time  very  hardily. 

Among  all  thefe  delinquents,  one  may  eafily  imagine  that 
the  haughty  patriarch  was  not  treated  more  favourably  thaa  ^ 
his  inferior  brethren.     This  prelate  had  taken  the  Vxhtny  The  patri^ 
to  write  to  the  emperor  in  favour  of  thefe  fathers,  whom  he  «^^^  or* 
had  ftripped  of  all  their  lands,  and  defigned  to  confine  them.^''f''^* 
at  Fremona ;  but  having  now  received  an  order  from  him,  by  11' '''"'  '* 
^Q  of  his  officers,  to  (iirrcAder  in^to  th^ir  h^d^  all  the      "^®'*** 

»  See  before,  p.  1 15,  & f(?^. ^  au^l.fixp, «;itat.     •  S^ before. 
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lire-arms  which  were  in  hispofleffion,  and  to  retire  immediately 
to  the  fame  place,  he  now  refolved  to  expoftulate  with  him  iq 
Ws  ietier  a  fecohd -letter;  in  which,  among  other  things,  hefaid, 
to  that  <f  That  it  was  not  of  his  own  accord  that  he  was  fent  pa- 
mon^rth,  «  triarch  into  Ahijfiniay  but  at  the  command  of  the  Pope 
•'  and  king  of  Portugal^  and  j^t  the  requeft  of  the  emperor 
"  his  father ;  and  now  he  begs  of  him,  Cnce  he  is  going  to 
"  difmifs  him  out  of  his  dominions,  to  let  him  and  the 
*^  world  know  his  motives  for  fo  doing ;  and  whether  he  and 
*'  his  brethren  are  condemned  to  banishment  on  Recount  of 
"  their  faith  or  morals.  I  have, "  continued  he,"incomplaifancc 
*'  to  your  father,  remitted  all  our  peculiar  rites,  except  that 
*'  of  the  communion  in  both  kinds,  which  the  Pope  alone 
*'  can  difpcnfe  with  ;  and  now  m^ike  yau  the  fame  offers, 
"  provided  you 'and  your  fubjefts  do  fubmit  yourfelvcs  to 
"  the  Roman  church,  as  to  the  mother  of  all  churches ;  and 
**  laftly,  I  beg  that  we  may  again,,  as  at  the  beginning,  be 
*'  allowed  to  have  the  matter  debated  In  a  proper  aflembly 
"  of  both  parties,  that  it  may  be  made  plainly  to  appear 
"  which  fide  is  n^ofl:  in  the  right.'* 
^he  empe-  "^^  ^^^^  letter,  which  Tellcz  hath  inferted  at  full  length  in 
rorsaff  Portugiiefe?^  the  emperor  was  pleafed  to  anfwer  in  a  calm 
/uier  to  it.  atid  judicious  manner,  by  reminding  him.  That  the  breach 
between  him  and  the  Abiffinians,  was  not  Jb  much  owing  ta 
ihe  difpute  abo^t  the  two  natures  ofChriJiy  hut  ta  their  deny- 
ing them  the  cup  in  the  communion ;  to  their  altering  of  the 
fajls  andfejiivals  ;  to  their  prcfuming  to  rebaptize  their  pro- 
felytes  ;  and  to  re-ordain  their  priejls  and  deacons y  as  if  the 
former  had  not  been  true  ChrifiianSy  nor  the  others  lawfully 
ordained  before  the  arrival  of  the  Voxtugaek^  As  to  having 
any  farther  conferences  about  thefe  matters ^  he  plainly  tells 
him,  that  it  was  not  by  dint  of  arguments  that  they  got  their 
doL?rines  and  rites  ejiablijhed  among  tl)em,  but  rather  by  per- 
fecution  and  tyranny y  aiid  that  there  was  no  good  to  be  ex- 
peHed  from  any  fuch  difputes.  He  concluded  with  telling 
him,  that  he  expelled  a  new  Jbuna  from  Alexandria,  and 
it/f„froin  the  kingdom  ^Enarea,  where  be  was  now  waiting 
only  for  his  departure  for  Fremona ;  he  having  fgnified  ti 
him'y  that  he  could  luvcr  confent  to  appear  in  any  country 
luhere  there  was  a  Romzn patriarch^  (W)* 

^  ^■"'',  "  Some 

F  HiHor.  ELhiop.  Ub.fy.  c-  3.  p.  517,  k  f^q.  ^  Id.  ibid* 

c.  4,  &  feq.    LuDOLPH,  1.  iii.  c.  13.  n.  27,   &  feq.    Lobo,  Lb 
Granp,  &  ^1.        . 

(W)  The  patriarch  Mendeva,    in  much  harfticr  terms,  in  his 

COQGhe&  this  lall:  circumftance    letter  to  the  king  of  5*^^221  ;ard 
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Some  other  meflages  pafled  to  and  fro  after  the  receipt  oiThe  patri^ 
this  letter,  but  which  had  no  other  efFeft,  than  to  haflen  the  ^''^^ 
delivery  of  all  the  fire-arms,  and  the  departure  of  the  pa-  ^^I'^g^dto 
triarch  and  his  brethren  to  their  college  at  Fremona ;  iox  ^^P^''*  - 
which  place  they  fet  out,  without  farther  demur,  accom- 
panied by  one  Pauly  the  emperor's  nephew,  who  w^s  gr- 
dered  to  guard  thenj  through  the  deferts,  which  fwarm  with 
robbers ;  tho*  inftead  pf  protefling,  he  was  the  firjft  that 
fell  foul   rrpon    them,'  and  would  have   ftripped   them  o^rolledly 
all  their  baggage  atid  valuables,  had  not  fome  of.  the  patri-  his  efcorf. 
arch's  Portuguefe  killed  two  or  three  of  his  men,  and  feared  the 
reft  away.     Neither  would  it  have  been  poffible  for  them  tQ 
have  faved  any  thing  that  was  left  them,,  or  even  their 
fives,  had  not  the  two  other  governors,    71?^/^  Sahis  and 
jkma  Gerguis,  who  were  to  efcort  them  through  their  own 
territories,    proved  more  faithful  to  them.     So   dreadfully 
were  they  way-laid  and  aflaulted  through  every  plac^  they 
came  to ;  till  at  length,  with  much  fatigue,  lofs,  and  dan- 
ger, they  fafely  arrived  at  Fremona,  on  the  24th  oi  April     1(533; 
of  the  following  year,  though  in  a  very  miferable  plight,  -^rri^ver 
Welhall  follow  them  no  farther  than  to  this  place,  wh^ixf^fi^^ 
'  Aey  were  hardly  allowed  a  fmall  time  to  refrefli  and  reco-  ^^^"^o^a. 
yerthemfelves,  before  they  received  a  frefh  order  from  ^hiOrdet^du 
emperor,  cxprefsly  enjoining  them  to  leave  it^,  and  to  dct  depart  out 
part  inftantly  out  of  his  dominions,  and  embark  Tor   th^ofthe;em^ 
hdies.     They  ftaid,  however,  fome  time,  to  try  to  foften/w* 

tells  him,  **  That  the  new  Abu-  arms  to  defend  themfelvesagainft  , 
•*  ni  ftaid  fome  years  incognito  them.  .  To  which  we  can  only 
"  in  the  kingdom  of  Enarea:  anfwer/thatit  was  not  without 
**  but  that  upon  the  news  of  good  grounds  that  he  feared  tp 
'*  MendtT^^  atidication,  he  had  truft  the  Portuguefe  with  fuch 
"  fent  the  emperor  word',  that  dangerous  weapons,  which  they 
■*  he  could  not  perform  the  knew  fo  well  how  to  ufe  upon 
**  fonftionsof  his  dignity,  un*  all  occafions,  and  might  be 
*' lefs  the  Z./z//»  patriarch,  and  eafily  induced  t®  have  turned 
"  his  Jefuits,  were  either  killed,  againft  himfelf  j-an^  therefore 
'*  or  baniflied  far  enough  off  cho{e  a  lefs  hazardous  way  to 
**  (50)."  It  muft  be  owned,  fecure  their  retreat,  by  order- 
however,  that  the  emperor  ingthem  a  fufficient  efcort  thro* 
fecms  here  to  have  ufcd  them  every  place  of  his  dominions 
with  an  unbecoming  cruelty,  in  which  they  were  to  pafs ;  and 
fending  them  to  fo  diftant  a  which,  as  the  fequel  fhews^ 
place,  through  deferts,  which  a£tually  conduced  them  fafe  to 
he  knew  fwarmed  with  banditti,  that  place, 
wd  not  leaving  them  any  fire- 

(%o)  TcUtZy  I,  V.  f.  4.  Z^udolpb,  toho,  @<. 
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the  AbiJJintanxsionsiXQh  in  their  behalf,  and  ufed  what  friend^ 
they  had  left  to  reprefent  to  him  the  imminent  danger  they 
muft  run  from  the  Turks,  Moors,  and  other  enemies  to  theiF 
religion ;  and  that  it  was  in  effeft  to  fend  them  as  fheep  to 
the  (laughter  ;  or,  what  was  much  more  dreadful,  as  poo? 
naked  men  into  a  miferable  ftate  of  flavery.     The  emperor, 
though  he  knew  all  this  perfeftly  well,  was  yet  fo  exafperated 
by  bis  clergy,  and  others  of  his  court,  that  he  proved  inex- 
orable to  all  thefe  foUicitatlons,  and  they  found  themfelves 
obliged  to  comply  with  his  fevere  commands.     They  were 
firft  condufted  to  Mazowa,^nd  thence  to  Suaken,  where 
JIardJhips  they  were  moft  cruelly  ufed  by  the  rapacious  and  inhuman 
and  cruel'  bafhaw;  and  after  having  fufFered  the  hardeft  imprifonment 
ties  they     ^^|  cruelleft    indignities,    were    forced  to     rjinfom  their 
Mit  witbf  ijberty  at  a  moft  exorbitant  price,     Frpm   thence,   after 
many  other  diffiqulties  and  hardftiips,  they  arrived  SLtGoa, 
and  thence  returned  to  ^/bon ;  where  they  publiihed  this 
moft  melancholy  account,  both  of  their  fufFerings  and  dif- 
appointments ;  though  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  they  fup- 
prefled  the  main  motives  that  occafioned  it.     All  that  we 
need  add  of  the  patriarch  and  the  two  Jefuits,  that  were  dc- 
Itidimed  talned  at  Stiakem,  is,  that  they  did  not  obtain  their  liberty  til( , 
mtA'uaft  the  24th  of  Jprilf  173s  ;  when,  having  paid  4000  pieces  of 
^Vf.        eight  for  their  ranfom,  they  were  put  on  board,  and  arrived 
fare  gt  Diu ;  from  which  place  Metidez  foon  after  failed  to 
Coa,  hi  order  to  foUicit  for  a  frefti  rdnforcemetit  to  be  fent  j 
into  AbiJJiniay  but  without  any  fuccefs?  ^  \ 

1634.        It  is  now  time  to  return  to  Ethiopia^  %ni,  fee  what  paffed  \ 
Other  Je-  there  after  their  expulfton.     It  might  indeed  have  been  Oc  \ 
fiats  difco'  pefted,  that  after  fo  fevere  a  treatment  of  thofe  miffionaries^  ^ 
nnred  und^xA  the  haughty  patriarch,  the  ferment  which  they  had  ; 
t^^  ^        kindled  in  the  ipirits  of  the  Ahijfiman  clergy  and  laity,  a$  j 
deathi.       ^^y  ^  jjj  ^g  emperor's,  would  have  been  in  fome  great  \ 
nature  allayed :  but  there  remained  ftill  fufficient  caufefor 
it,  as  long  as  father  Apollinarts  d'Almeyda,  the  lately  made 
biihop  of  Nice,  and  fome  others  of  the  jefuit  fraternity,  con- 
tinued ftill  concealed  in   the  kingdom  of  Tigre,  and  were 
*  privately  protefted  there  by  the  viceroy  Cafla  Mariam,    The 
jemperor  was  foon  apprifed  of  }t,  who  inamediately  fent  him 
orders,  either  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  mercy  of  the  Turky 
or  to  caufe  them  to  be  put  to  death  :  fo  that  being  afraid  of 
concealing  them  any  longer,  yet  unwilling  tofecrifice  them  to 
bis  refeiitment,  he  left  them  at  liberty  to  retire  whither  they 

»*  Tellez,  ub.  fop.  1.  vi.  c.  14,  &ftq.    Lui?o;*pjj>  1- i"* 
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hich  they  did,  the  bifhop,  to  father  Rodri£uez*s  retreat; 
ie  continued  for  fome  time,  and  the  other  to  a  poor 
I  cottage,  where  he  lay  concealed  a  whole  year.  About 
e  time  Tekla  Emanuel^  governor  oiAjfa,  being  removed  Tdda 
iving  entertained  three  others  of  the  fraternity,  his  bro-  Emanad 
ther,  who  fucceeded  him,  did  not  leave  off  fearching  after  rimonftd 
them,  till  he  found  them  in  the  retreat  where  they  lay  hid,A*/'»- 
and  killed  father  Cajfar  Pays^  and   three  other  Portuguefe^^^^^l    . 
youths,    and  left  the  reft  dangeroufly  wounded;  particu* ^  ^** 
larly  F.  John  Pereyra^  who  died  a  week  after  of  his  wounds* 
Nor  was  the  emperor  lefs  fevere  againft  fuch  of  his  fjubjefls 
asftill  perfifted  in  their  profellion  of  the  Roman  faith,  fix  of 
the  principals  of  whom  he  caufed  to  be  put  to,  cruel  deaths,  72^ 
and  others  to  be  perfecuted  with  equal  rigour :  to  avoid  deiuks* 
iriiich,  many  of  them  either  fled,  or  returned  to  the  ancient  ' 

diwch  •• 

This  continued  till  the  year   1638,  when  the  blihopof  163S9 
Kk^^  and  his  two  c6mpanions,  being  delivered  up  to  the  em-  ^  ^* 
peror,  he  condemned  them  to  death ;  but  afterwards,  changed 
their  fentence  into  that  of  banUhment :  but  this  not  pleaiing 
thdr  enemies,  they  were  all  three  hanged.     Several  others* 
fome  of  whom  had  lain  concealed  till  this  time,  and  others 
who  were  lately  arrived,  particularly  fix  French  Capuchins, 
were  all  likewife  put  to  death.    Notwithftanding  all  thefe 
feverities,  there  remained  yet  fome  other  Jefuits  concealed 
here  and  there ;  and  among  them  F.  Lewis  Gardeyra  and 
hrmo  Brunif  who,  in  fpite  of  all.  the  emperor's  promi&s       .   ^ 
and  threats,  were  publicly 'protedled  by  the  lord  of  Temben,  Ctrdtfn 
ViAUjfmian  nobleman,  of  the  kingdom  of  Tigre.     But  heom/Brimo 
Was  quickly  after  dofely  befieged,  and,  after  a  vigorous  i^froteSuL 
fence,  flain  by  the  viceroy  of  that  kingdom :  the  news  oifi^fi'^ 
Aofe  death  were  brought  to  Amia  Salama^  or  the  holy  ^'^» 
mountain,  where  thofe  two  fathers  had  made  a  vaft  number 
of  fuch  zealous  profelytes,  that  rather  than  deliver  up  their 
fpiritual  guides,  they  chofe  to  endure  the  greateft  extremities 
qF  hunger  and  thirfi,  during  more  than  a  year ;  that  is,  till 
the  year  1 640 ;  when  being  reduced  to  mere  ikeletons,  and 
having  obtained  of  the  emperor  an  amnefty  both  for  them- 
fdves  and  their  two  guides,  they  fuffered  them  to  be  con-      . 
Aifted  to  a  neighbouring  town,  where  a  fair  was  kept  in  the^*    ^^^ 
month  of  March,  and  where,  we  are  told,  they  were  pub-  //^f^  ^^ 
fidy  hanged,  notwithftanding  the  emperor's  folemn  engage-  hanged. 
went  to  the  contrary  ^ 
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Wfe  (hall  go  no  farther  with  the  hiftory  of  thofe  perfecu- 

tions  and  public  executions,.  lior  with  the  methods  which  the 

courts  of  Rome  and  Spain,  and  the  fociety  de  propagandafde^ 

took  afterwards  to  gain  frefli  footing  in  Ahiffinid ;  thofe  trarif- 

aftions  relating  rather  to  the  church  hiftory  of  that  country, 

and  confequently  out  of  our  province*    Thofe  of  our  readeris 

\i*ho  are  curious  in  thofe  things,  may  have  recourfe  to  the 

authors  mentioned  In  thfe  fblldwing  note  (X)  for  a  fuller  ac- 

Le  comit.     We  fliall  therefore  conclude  fliis  head  with  a  re- 

Grand'i    mark,  no  lefs  judicious  than  true,  of  one  of  the  learned  of 

charaSer  the  ^cmZ/J  church,  often  quoted  in  this  chapter  ™.     **  It  were 

^fthepre-^^  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  patriarch  {Mendez)   who  was  ia 

iate  Men- «  ^fhej.  refpefts  a  nian  of  excellent  talents,  had  never  in- 

^^*  "  terrtieddled  ^vith  fuch  a  variety  of  aiFairs,  and  had  not  ^ 

"  carried  his  authority  tb  fuch  a  height,  and  behaved  in 

**  Ethiopia  as  if  he  had  been  in  a  country  where  the  inquiC- 

**  tion  is  cftablhhed  ;  by  which  means  he  fet  all  the  people 

•*  againft  him,  and  fflade  all  catholics,  and  tKe  Jefuits  ef- 

**  pecially,    appear  fo  odious,    that  thfe  hatred  which  the 

**  Jbijfiniajis  conceived  againft  thdm,  ftlll  continues  to  diS 

*'  very  day."     He  might  have  added,  that  they  bear  the  fame 

irreconcileable  hatred  to  all  the  Europeans^  of  wfiat  country 

«  Le  Grand,  rclat.  hid.  diflert.  ix.  ad  fini. 

(X)  The  reader  may  confult  written  in  high  German,   yfH 

on  that  occafion  the  remainder  firft  printed  at  Hali  above-men- 

of  father  Tellers  hiftory,  and  tioned,  ann,  1724,  ^at  the  head 

tliat  of  Mr.  Ludolphy  fo  far  as  of  another  piece,  intitled,  the 

they   both  go.     He  may  alfo  life  of  Peter  Heyling  of  Lubeck, 

have  recourfe  to  the  ecclefiadi-  a  young  Lutheran    gentleman, 

cal  hiftory  of  Ethiopia,  written  well  verfed  in  the  Arabic,  wh(/ 

in  Englijh    by    the  Rev.  Mr.  paffed    into  Ethiopia  with  the ; 

Ceddes,  chancellor  of   the  ca-  new     Egyptian    Abuna;     and 

thedral  of  Salijhury  *,  printed  at  during  his  flay  at  Suakem,  held 

London,   anno   1 696,  ^vo ;  and  fome  difputes  w  ich  the  patri- 

to  an  epitome  of  it,  written  by  arch  Mendez  ;  with  which  this 

the  learned  Dr.  Michael,  pro-  laft  was  fo  little  pleafed,  bccaofe 

feflbr  of  divinity   and  of  the  he  explained  all  that  was  faid 

oriental  languages,  at  Hall  in  in  the  >^r/j^/V  tongue  to  the  by- 

Suxofty  ;  in  which  he  takes  par-  (landers,  that  he  cried  out,  afccr 

ticular  notice  of  all  the  difafters  they  were  parted,  that  //  that 

which  the  arrival  cf  the  Jefuits  young  doSor  e^ver  got  into  Abifli- 

occafioned  in  the  AliJJinian  em-  ilia,  he  wuould  plunge  the  whdi 

pire.  empire  into  a  moji  danger  qui  hi^ 

I'his  laft:    piece,    which    is  refy  (51). 


(51)  Dtf  hoc^  vid.  Lu^i,lph,Hip,  Ethiop,  lik,  m,c,  14,  ».  t^&  fej. 
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rdig^oa  foever,  whom  they  ill  confound  under  the  cdm* 
name  of /Vtfnij;  which  they  feldom  pronounce  without 
e  addition  of  fome  curfe  or  execration.   But  let  us  now  take 
view  of  the  temporal  ftate  of  thcsempire. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  tWo  fathers  laft  mentioned,      164.6^ 
ere  happened  a  dreadful  eruption  of  the  Gallas  into  the  j„  ^^"J^I 
ngdom  of  Tigre ;  a  great  part  of  which  was  laid  utterly  tion  of'tbt 
ifie.by  thofe  barbarians^  againft  whom  the  emperor  fent  Gallas. 
J  foa  at  the  head  of  the  choiceft  part  of  bis  army.     Thefe 
re  to  be  joined  by  the  Saentes^  or  lords  of  lands  of  that 
igdom,  and  gave  the  enemy  battle  on  the  very  fpot,  we 
;  told,  where  the  fair  above-mentioned  was  kept :   the 
fet  was  furious  on  both  fides,  till  the  young  prince  was 
together  with  the  Bahr-nagha(h  T/kla  Salas,  and  fome 
ler  nobles  j  npon  which  the  whole  imperial  army  was  put  y^^  ^^^ 
the  route  with  a  great  flatlghter.     Fluftied  with  then:  fuc-  ror'^  arn^ 
s,  they  returned  on  the  following  year  with  fuch  an  addi-  routed. 
>nal  force,  that  they  overran  above  twelve  provinces  be- 
Qgiog  to  that  large  kingdom,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
i-coafts,    where  they  intended  to  havc^  made  themfelves 
ifters  of  Decanoy  or,  as  the  Europeans  call  it,  the  fort  Jr^ 
»;  but  wo-e  forced  back  by  the  Turki/b  artillery  of  it, 
bich  began  to  fly  about  their  ears.     The  cruelties  and  ra- 
ges they  committed  in  this  expedition,  were  fuch,  if  wc 
ly  credit  the  intelligence  that  hath  come  from  thence  by  the 
ly  of  Mazway  from  fome  Portuguefo  monks,  and  others, 
at  the  generality  of  the  JbiJ/inians  looked  upon  them  as 
igments  from  heaven,   for  their  perfecutions  againft  the 
i^naries  and  thdr  converts :    even  the  emprefs   mother,  SdliciieJ 
well  as  his  brother  Claudiusy  who  had  been  their  gretteft  im  favour 
tonics,  became  now  their  moft  zealous  interceflbrs  with  htroftht  Je- 
n»  and  even  begged  of  him  to  return  to  that  church,  and^^'^^i 
*vent  thereby  the  total  ruin  of  the  enipire.     To  all  thefe 
llidtadons  he  lent   only  a  deaf  ear ;  or,  as  our  authdr 
cffds  it,  he  hardened  his  heart,  and  perfifting  in  his  old  mea- 
•Tcs,  refolv^d,  if  poffibk,  to  extirpate  the  very  name  and 
cmory  of  papifts  and  Portuguefe  out  of  his  dominions  *". 
From  this  tune  forward,  we  hear  and  read  of  nothing  but  ^^^r^  ^^^ 
perfecutions  and  ciidl  wars,  and  other  calamities  within,  *^;!j^^^i^-. 
w  projefts  and  fruitlefs  attempts  without  to  revive  the  million,  o„s  againft 
id  get  frefti  footing  in  Abijfinia ;  and  of  now-aad-then  fome  them, 
monks  dlfcovered,  and  put  to  death,  for  endeavouring 
procure  a  private  admifSon  into  it;  whilft  the  patriarch  7*/^^  *^^^;^ 
iff^nfo  Mem^z,  confcious  of  his  having  been  the  caufc  hotk  ^rcb  folli^ 
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iiutbt      of  their  expnliiony  and  of  all  avenues  being  fo  dofely  flmt -^ 
ftpe  and  up  againft  them,  ceafed  not  to  foUicit  the  courts  of  Rmu  and| 
Mag  of      Madrii%  affiftance^  in  favour  of  fome  projeft  or  other  h0| 
Spain  in    ^^8  hatching,  not  fo  much  in  hopes  of  regaining  his  lofti 
dignity,  as  of  retrieving  his  charader^  and  the  credit  of  hii] 
order ;  but  met  vdth  nothing  from  either  but  difc)Durag&«r 
mentSy  or  at  beft  fair  words  and  fruidefs  promifes.    He  van 
7Vt>/  /•      ^^"^  fo  impolitic  as  to  endeavour  to  corrupt  the  bafhaw  ofi 
eunvft  thi  Suakem,  who  was  then:  greateft  enemy  and  obftacle  in 
hnfijorvo  ofvfvj^  by  great  preients  and  pompous  promifes,  to  p 
Suakem ;  fome  fireib  Jefuits  to  fteal  into  the  empire  in  difguife,  in  oi 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  old  ones,  who  he  knew  were 
dead  by  this  time ;  not  coniidering  that  the  bafhaw,  t 
ha  fiJes   retained  by  the  emperor,  would  not  have  failed  of  pui 
^tbtbi    them  to  death,  or  at  beft  to  have  extorted  vaft  fums  froi 
gmferor.     them  for  their  ranfom :  an  eminent  inftance  of  which  he  gain 
or,      Gi-  *^  *^  y^"^  ^  ^^^ '  when  having  caught  three  Capuchin  friai 
^uebim    '  ^^o  '^^^^  f^^  ^^  **^  dangerous  errand,  he  ordered  tlwi 
p^iQ        to  be  beheaded,  thdr  heads  to  be  flayed,  and  the  ikias  ti 
diatb  ty    be  ftufied  with  ftraw,  and  fent  to  that  monarch,  as  a  tetti 
bim,  mony  of  his  compliance,  and  a  daim  to  his  reward; 

From  this  tranfadtion  one  may  draw  thefe  two  inferenceft 
viz.  I/?,  That  the  emperor  not  only  retained  an  irrecondh 
able  prejudice  againft  all  miffionaries,  but  took  all  propel 
precautions  to  prevent  their  even  approaching  his  dominiooil 
thefatri'  The  Other,  TTiat  by  this  time,  both  the  Pope,  and  focieJ 
nrcb  and    de  propaganda  Jute ^  as  well  as  the  king  of  Spain^  were  quiH 
Jefuits/uf  diflatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  patriarch  and  hi 
pautat    Jefuits,  and  their  chnfing  from  that  time  to  fend  Capucliim 
Rome.      Dominicans,  and  men  of  any  order  but  thdrs,  plainly  fhew 
Cnfucbins  ^^^  ^j^^y  j^j  conceived  fome  ftrong  fufpicions   againft  tha 
A^'^     .  politic  fociety.     But  this  caution,  inftead  of  produdng  aa] 
ibttrjtead.  ^^^  effeft  towards  the  re-introducing  a  miffipn  into  th 
country,  rather  proved  an  obftruftion  to  it ;  the  Jeftiits  am 
their  friends  being  no  lefs  in4uftrious  and  diligent  in  mifm 
prefenting  and  undermining  all  the  mcafures  of  the  otlidn 
friars,  than  they  were  in  contriving  and  promoting  than 
^      own.    The  fame  contraft  reigns  alfo  between  the  French  anii 
other  miflionaries,  who  were  pitched  upon  for  that  worlfl' 
and  the  Porttiguefe,  who  were  now  fet  afide  on  account  rf 
their  being  become  fo  odious  to  the  Abiffmians  5  aitho*  fit>a  | 
their  frequent  difagreements  and  recriminations,  a  reader  may  | 
much  fooner  perceive  their  meafures  and  proceedings  to  favoor 
more  of  the  politic,  than  apoftolic,  fpirit,  than  be  able  to 
affign  which  fide  is  either  moft  guilty,  or  moft  mifrcpre-  \ 
feated.  \ 


As  fbr  the  patriarch,  though  he  nerer  dared  to  retulU  TJ^e  patri^ 
huoBwnpey  after  his  expuliion  and  difgrace,  hxxt  KH  con*,  arch pll 
tkned  in  InSa  to  the  day  of  his  death,  when  he  found  thztplots  in 
aQ  his  foUlcitations  proved  inefiefiual  at  Rome  and  Madrid^  India. 
he  tried  to  -fet  up  a  correfpondence  with   the  Capuchins^ 
whom  he  fuppofed  to  be  either  fiUl  at  Suakem,  or  to  have  by 
that  time  got  into  Jbiffiniay  in  order  to  know  what  pafTed 
«there,  and  confult  about  fuch  other  meafures  as  the  prefent 
^ftnre  fcould  fuggeft ;    little  dreaming  that  the  Turhijb 
baftaw  had  put  them  to  death.    He  fent  thither  with  this  Torqtiato 
tiew  an  Italiafiy  named  Torfuato  ParifianOy  in  the  difguife  of  fg„t  into 
mEngli/hman,  in  a  (hip  of  the  fame  nation,  to  that  illand^  Abiffinia* 
vhcreAey  landed  on  the  /tS  ot  May,  1648.    Here  they 
W«  foon  informed,  though  contrary  to  the  bafliaw's  ex-* 
lefs  prohibition,   of  the  fate  of   the  Capuchins  :    upon 
wlich,  the  Englijh  adtifed  Thrquato  to  return  to  the  fhip,  /r^^^^  ^^ 
fcanghe  could  do  no  good  on  ihore,  but  rather  ran  the^^^^^^^ 
rtTqaeof  his  life;  to  which  he  compUed,  and  returned  in 
Ibe  ftme  ihip  to  India.    Some  other  ftratagems  the  old  pa* 
liiarcfa  fet  on  foot  afterwards,  which  proved  equally  abortive, 
fli  (}eadi  at  length^put  an  etid  to  them,  and  his  life  ^^^  q:he  patti* 
[icils,  the  29th  of  June^  ann.  1656,  in  the  7  7  th  year  of  his  arch  dies 
)f^  and  22d  of  his  banifhment.  in  India. 

'4s  for  the  remainder  of  the  emperor's  reign,  and  thofc  of  ^,      ^   -. 
Wucceflbrs,  it  is  all  either  wrapped  up  in  obfcufity,  thro'^,  '  ''^^ 
It  general  ftop  that  hath  been  put  to  all  future  commerce  ^^^'^^f^ 
•Wx  that  empire,  or  fo  diiFcrently  rdated  by  the  jefuitical  certain. 
W  capuchin  writers  above-mentioned,  that  little  certainty  * 

iWi  be  had  from  either  party.     If  any  thing  can  be  depended 

Ethat  they  have  written  on  the  fub|eft,  it  is  the  leverity 
which  BaJiUdes  treated  all  the  miffionaries  and  their 
(•averts :  among  the  former,  TeUez  clofes  his  hiftory  with', 
<bt  he  ftyles,  the  martyrdom  of  father  Bernard  ^Nogueyra% 
ijiiom  the  patriarch  Mendez  had  appointed  his  vicar-general» 
dfier  the  death  of  all  the  others,  and  was  the  laA  who  fuf* 
%sA  for  that  caufe.  As  for  their  converts,  they  had  not  {o 
iMch  as  the  leaf):  toleration  allowed  them,  but  were  obliged 
*>  return  to  the  Alexandrian  church,  or  to  abfcond  them-  s 
ttires  from  punifhment  by  retiring  into  mountains  and  de- 
fcrts:  but  there  is  little  reafon,  whatever  thofe  writers  may 
ftttcndto  the  contrary,  to  fuppofe,  that  the.  numbers  rf 
Arfe  were  any  thing  fo  great  as  they  reprefent  it ;  feeing, 
even  by  their  own  accounts,  the  Ahifftnians  were  always  more 
,  twdy  to  ch/inge  fides  upon  jail  emergencies,  thau  to  fufjFor 
I  for  either,.  It  Is  therefore  more  probable,  that  after  the 
L  death  and  expulfion  of  thof(^  fathers,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
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new  ^una/  thst  church  refomed  its  aoctect  Aate ;  efp^dally, 
as  I^as  Sella  ChriftoSy  and  other  great  partifans  of  the  fee  of^ 
RtmUy  were  eHcAually  deprived  of  the  power  and  means  ci 
raiiing  any  new  diftnrbinces  la  favour  of  it  <•  • 

.  This  the  patriarch  Mendez  was  fo  fecifibk  cf,  that  whiU|t 
he  lived,  beceafed  not  foilidting  the  viceroy  erf  6^*4,  andtfcf' 
firangefo'  king  his  maAer,  *to  attempt  a  frefhinvafion  and  revolatioB  it 
Ittics  and  that  eminre.     His  advice,  which  favoured  n&ore  of  the  nari 
ad^ci  \     tial  conqueror  than  of  a  ChrifUan  apoiUe,  was,  to  feod  i 
fufficient  naval  force  into  the  Red  Sea^  to  feize  on  the  ifle  ol 
Aiazowa,  and  the  port  of  j^rkico ;  thence  to  corrupt,  or  fuM 
due,  the  Bahr-naghafh  to  their  fide,  recall  the  exiled  Ras  SeA 
Chrtftos^  and  proclaim  him  emperor- in  the  room  of  ^tz^/idks 
and  foy  that  means  to  kindle  a  civil  war  throughout  the'ei 
pire :  sdl  which  he  propofed  not  only  as  fea£tde^  but  as*d| 
only  means  left  of  reducing  it  under  the  Pope's  authorit 
mni father  The  father  Jerom  Lobo,  often  quoted  in   this  chapter,  hi 
Lobo'j  at  been  fent  to  Rome  tipon  the  fame  errand  by .  the  patriarc 
Rome,      and  had  expatiated  upon  that  favourite  fubjed:  at  that  con 
fufpeaed.    ^th  fuch  warm  teal,  that  the  Pope  and  carding  be^n 
fufpef^,  that  their  expnlfion  and  late  diiafters  were  ratH 
owing  to  their  having  been  guiky  of  feme  fuch  treafoiah 
attempts  and  praftices,  than  to  any  other  motive  they  x 
leddjed,  to  throw  the  biame  fham  tfaenrfelvesi     The  ire 
f}ight  mention  which  Teliez  makes  of  their  endeavouisi 
releafmg  Rns^lla  Chriflor  from  his  ciile,  and  of  the  revoke 
Za  Mariam,  who  died  fword  in  hand  at  the  head  of  the  f 
bellious  mountaineers  of  La^a,  lately  mentioned,  itiay  be  fi 
ficicnt  to  fliew  how  much  reafon  there  was  for  fuch  a  fu^ 
don.     However,    as  neither  the  Pope,   nor  ^ati^  kii^ 
were  inclined,  or  perhaps  in  a  capacity  to  attem{>tany  fm 
projeft  agaiaft  the  emperor,  it  is  very  likdy  that  both  dm 
atrd  flate  continued  peaceable  and  free  from  any  future  a 
«empt,  m  iea^  from  that  quarter.  i 

But  if  we  wiil  bdieve.the  Mind  reports  that  came  frdl 
th^Ke,  a  more  (hatoeful  difefter  happened  to  both  from  tl 
,  ftfetended  Abuna,  whom  we  Jeft  in  the  kingdom  of  EnarM 
•and  who,  we  aie  told,  proved  no  better  than  an  obfcm 
jaymati,  who  was  bringing  thithar  fomc  faorfes  from  iV^w 
and  who  had  ventured  to  affume  the  patriarchal  dignity,  aafl 
iro  pferform  the  fuaftions  of  it  undifcovcred  and  tinfiffpe<fte^' 
<lUl  he  was  at  length  found  out  by  an  Egyptian^  who  kneir 
*aWd  betrayed  him ;  at  which  he  was  fo  exafperated,  tfiat  he 
dlurdci'ed  him.    The  emperor  was  not  long  untnfoiined, 


J/al/e 
-dibuna. 
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both  of  the  crime  and  impoflurc  of  the  pretended  Abtiti^^  tlepofedand 
:.t|iiom  he  dqpofed  by  his  own  authority,  and  feat  into  ba-  hanijhed^ 
fliflunent  \x\  the  barren  ifkad  of  Deck^  where  all  the  great 
diflUQals  of  Aate  are  confined  ^.     The  true  one  arrived  foon  The  i^e 
ifter  from  Alexandria  with  his  wife  and  children,  but  be-  one  t^m- 
lawdinfucha  fcandalous  manner,  that  the.  emperor  v^z,%f  end 'with 
eUiged   to  depoie  him   likewife ;    and  fent  him  under  a  h  ^ffion^ 
guard  to  bkach  on  the  top  of  an  ahnoft  inacceflible  ^^^"* 

An  eaiprefs  was  difpatchtfd  with  all  fpced  to  Alexandria 
anewoQc;  but  in  the  mean  time,  father  Agathaugelus  (U 
pukfine^,  who  was  now  become  chief  of  the  capuchin  mif- 
went  thither  on  purpofe  to  intreat  the  patriarch  to  con-*, 
the  deplorable  condition  of  the^  new  converts  in  Abiffi-  , 

and  to  fend  thither  a  milder  and  more  humane  Abuna^ 
one,  who  by  a  prudent  and  charitable  condudl, .  might 
^a  the  minds  of  the  court  add  clergy  in  their  favour,,  and  . 
Bpatt,  by  degrees,  thoffe  violent  prejudices  they  had  con- 
pired  againft  the  Roman  church.  The  patriarch  not 
jlyproflrifed  to  comply  with  his  requeft,  but  even  wrote  a 
ar  to  defire  the  emperor  to  treat  thofe  new  converts  with 
feverity,  and  to  abftain  from  ftiedding  of  Chrijftian  blood* 
f  the  fame  time  he  noajinated  one  Mfirk^  who  profefied 
friendship  for  the  capuchin  friar, .  to  be  his  Abuna 

The  good  old  father,  highly  flufhed  with.his  fuc-  Corfverfet 
fent  a  letter  by  him  to  the  patriarch  Mendez^  who  was  ^ith  the 
a  prifoner  at  Suakemy    fall  of  commendations  of  the  patriarch 
prdate,  and  of  the  great  expectation  he  had  conceive  Mendez. 
I  Ms  interpofition  and  good  offices.     But  the  Portuguefi 
triarch,  more  clear  lighted,  or  perhaps '  more  fufpicious 
ftther  Agathangelus]  foon  difcovered  him,  upon  theii* 
nferriog  together,  to  be  a  ftrenuous  Jacobite ;  and  that  Proves  an 
ftead  of  &vouring  the  Romaniftst  he  would  prove  one  of  enemy  to 
dr.  Wttereft  enemies,  as  he  aftually  did  not  long  after,  ^^e  Ro- 
_^4bmeof  th^eintfcrviewsit  was,  that  the  young  Xz/f;^tfra7?,  ^^""^^{Is* 
i^«^,  who  had  agreed  with  the  Abuna  to  paf$  with  hiq:!  ^^^l/^g 
^Siffimay  had  the  conferences  with  i^<?mfe-^ .  which  we^^^j^^?^ 
rationed  1^1  a  former  note.  ^ith  him. 

The^e  frequent  vifits  were  at  length  broken  off  by  the  ...  * 
idoufnefs  of  the  baihaw ;  who,  in  oi;der  to  extort  agreacer 
from  the  patriarch  for  his  ranfom,  caufed  him  to.be 
.fiaripwly  confined ;  upon  which,  the  Abuna  aqd  tj^e 
4»theran  made  the  beft  of  their  way .  into  Ahiffiniay  wh^vc 
tkislaft.was  to  praftife  phyfic>^  and  by  that  wean*  introduce 

>*  Dshac,  vid.  fup.-p.  oou 
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himfclf  to  the  emperor.  In  the  mean  while,  father  Agathan- 
gelus,  and  five  more  of  his  fraternity,  depending  upon  the 
friendlhip  of  the  Abuna  Mark,  had  found  means  to  ingra- 
tiate themfelvcs  with  the    ne\y  bafhaw  whom  the  QrzsA 
Signior  had  fent  to  Mazwa,  atfd  had  afttially  landed  with 
him  in  that  ifland  under  his  proteftion.     But  here  Jgathan* 
gelus,  burning  with  defire  to  try  now  his  fucccfs  in  JHJmia, 
and  venturing  to  crofs  thither  with  another  of  the  brother- 
hood in  the  difguife  of  Armenian  merchants,  they  were  botfr 
apprehended,  and,  at  their  defire,  it  is  moft  likely,  wcm 
condufted  to  the  Abuna,  expefting  no  doubt  to  be  clearel 
r      Ctf-  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  liberty  by  him :  Inftead  of  which,  he  publicly  dy 
tuchins      clared  that  he  knew  them  to  be  Raman  priefts,  fworn  en*i 
ietrayedhy  mies  to  the  Abtjfmian  church,  and  come  thither  to  oppd 
the  Jbuna,  find  fubvert  it ;  upon  which  they  were  both  ftoned  to  deaf 
andpmd.  without  farther  trial.     After  which,  he  and  Heyling  pyd 
Hcyling's  ceeded  on  their  journey  to  tfie  court,  where  they  both  m« 
fuccefi  in    with  a  gracious  reception :  and  it  is  from  this  laft  that  % 
Ethiopia,  are  informed  of  the  death  of  the  two  Capuchins  above-mei 
tioned.    He  continued  feveral  years  in  this  empire,  b^ 
highly  favoured  by  the  court  and  clergy,  both  on  account « 
his  (kill  and  fuccefs  in  the  phyfical  province,  and  his  knot 
lege  of  the  oriental  languages,  and  in  polemic  divinity ';  whi 
laft,  Mr.  Ludolph  attributes  perhaps  too  fondly  to  the  grt 
affinity  of  the  Abijinian  and  Lutheran  principles  * ;  addid 
,  that  he  had  been  brought  up  under  matters  of  fuch  gn 
and  finccre  piety,  that  they  were  thought  to  be  infeft 
with  enthufiafm.'  Others,   particularly  Mendez^    repreft 
him  as  infefled  with  quietifp  ;  and  adds,  that  Mira  obJ& 
ritate  omnia  ad  fpiritum  referebat.     However  that  be,  1 
Leaves  ii  could  not  conceal  his  religion  fo  clofely,  continues  thatai 
after fome  thor,  but  he  was  at  length  found  out  and  banifhcd.     h 
yar$l       dolph  on  the  contrary,  fays,  that  he  was  greatly  efteeme 
and  raifed  to  high  preferments  ;  and  that  it  was  with  reg 
•that  the  emperor  fuffered  him  to  return  into  Europe i  whi<S 
if  he  had  lived  to  do,  he  would  have  obliged  the  public  wil 
fome  very  curious  memoirs  of  that  country ;  but  he  fell 
.    fortunately  into  the  hands  of  the  ArabSy  fome  fay ;  otlw 
Put  to      'of  the  bafliaw  of  Suakem,  who  ordered  him   to  be  put 
death  in     death ;  but  whether  by  the  order  of  the  emperor,  or 
bif  return,  is  Itill  in  difpiite  between  the  tw^o  parties  abcrve-mentio 

All  that  we  can  fay  farther  about  it,  is,  that  if  he  had  h^ 
any  favourable  credentials,  or  pafs,  from  that  monarch,  M 
'baftiaw  was  too  much  his  creature  to  have  ufed  him  odicf- 
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wife  than  well :  but  he  might,  pcradventure,  have  been 
ftripped  of  them  by  the  Arabs  before  he  reached  Stuikent,  or 
iught  not  have  been  able  to  obtain  any,  as  he  left  the  coun- 
try fo  much  againft  that  monarch's  wiU. 

This  may  fuffice  to  (hew  how  little  dependence  there  i< 
oa  any  intelligence  we  have  from  thence ;  and  that,  not  only 
OQ  account  of  the  contrail  we  find  between  writers  of  diflcr* 
iCQt  perfuafions  and  interefls,  but  likewife  prejudice  and  re* 
fcntmcnt  againft  thofe  of  whom  they  write  ;  of  which,  pcr- 
i^ps,  none  hath  been  more  mifreprefented  than  the  emperor 
iWe-mentioned,  merely  for  the  difguft  he  had  juftLy  taken 
l^nft  their  principles,  and  the  feVere  meafures  he  was  forced 

take  to  prevent  his  church  and  empire  from  being  over- 
uraed  by  their  politics,  and  becoming  a  prey  to  Rome  and 

<  We  have  already  obferved  \vhat  pains  the  late  patriarch  Bafifidep 
lendez  had  taken  to  corrupt  the  baJhaw  oiSuakem  into  his  intiaii- 
Bereft,  and  how  far  the  Capuchins  had  gained  that  of  Mzz-  iaudh^ 
\a  to  introduce  them  into  Ethiopia :  and  though  neither  di^vmtiurs 
sofe  attempts  fucceeded,  yet  they  could  not  but  greatly  ^^ 
arm  Bafilides^  efpecially  as  a  report  was  fprcad  through  aU  ^^'^'* 
e  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  had  reached  to  the  heart  of  his 
Rpire,  that  the  Portugue/e,  aiSfted  by  all  the  princes  of 
\ropef  were  equipping  a  great  naval  force  to  invade  his 
minions ;  which  had  obliged  him  to  keep  conilantly  two 
ibafladors  at  Mdzwa  and  Suakem,  a  third  at  Afoca,  and  a 
Qrth  at  Temen  ;  and  to  ply  the  governors  of  them  with  rich 
pcfents  from  time  to  time,  to  keep  them  ftedfaft  in  his  in- 
Sreft,  and  oblige  them  to  ftize  on  all  fufpicious  perfons  that 
tempted  to  enter  into  his  dominions :  yet  could  not  all  thefc 
recautions  prevent  fome  of  them  running  the  imminent  rifque  . 
■it. 

^Among  them,  one  father  Botelko,  who  had  been  fome 

fide  reAor  of  the  jefuit  college  at  Diuy  took  it  into  his  head 

»  try  whether  he  could  not  prove  more  fuccefsful  than  his 

lethiren,   and  ventured  to  land  at  Suakem  in  a  Turkijb  dif- 

jafe;  of  which  the  Alnjfmian  ambaflador  was  no  fooner  ap- 

tifed,  than  he  fet  out  with  all  poffiSle  fpeed  to  acquaint  hit 

laftctjT  with  it,  not  doubdng  but  there  were  more  of  the 

ime  fraternity  ready  to  follow    him.     This   intelligence 

fecafioned  new  inftruciions  and  prefents  ^  to  be  difpatched 

S^  thofe  baftiaws  and  governors*  to  feize  and  put  to  death 

MlU  the  Portvguefi  and  Franks  that  came  into  their  hands^ 

I  and  not  to  fuffer  any  of  them  to  harbour  within  the  neigh- 

iljourhood  of  hi?  dominions.      The  misfortune  was,    that 

^afilides  fttfiered  bimfSlf  to  be  drawn.into  a  (ufpicioa  that 

'  X  3  '  his 
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his  brother  Claudius  was  a  party  coCicerned  ia  all  the  ma:- 
chinations  that  were  formed  againft  him ;  that  he  held  a 
claadeiline  correfpoodeoce  with  the  Jefuits,  and  Wa?  enteicd 
into  a  fecret  alliance  witli  the  P^rtugue/e  *. 
Bhf^ert'  On  this  fufpicion,  which,  evta  from  the  Jef«it»  owa  ac- 
tiii  to  bii  Gdudti  was  not  without  a  fafficieot  foundatioa  (Y),  at  fudi 


•  lid.  ibid.  Tellsz,  Lobo,  L^  Grand,  &  rK 


(Y)  If  this  young  princess 
0ccufation  be  not  artfully  con- « 
trived  by  the  jefuitical  writers, 
rather  to  raife  the  reputation 
6f  the  baniihed  patriarch  Men- 
de%,  and  hi9  fraternity,  and 
thereby  tami(h  that  of  the  em- 
peror and  the  Ahiffinian  clergy, 
^t  the  expence  of  his  eharader ; 
which,  after  his  execution, 
none  .dared  to  vindicate,  it 
plainly  appears  from  it,  that  he 
Juftly  drew  that  ft^vere  punifli- 
inent  upon  himfelf.  But  that 
the  reader  may  the  better  judge 
of  it,  we  (hall  give  it  in  the 
words  of  a  late  Fr^^r^^  writer, 
who  extracted  it  from  the  works 
of  the.  fathers  Nogutyra^  Tor-^ 
quato,  Pifani^  and  the  patriarch 
Mfndez,     It  is  to  this  cffeft  : 

<•  The  young  prince's  whole 
*^  crime  was,  his  being  fuf- 
♦*  pefted  of  an  attachment  to 
♦*  the  church  of /?c^^ ;  for  be- 
<*  ing  little  edified  by  the  cor- 
»*  r«pt  morals  of  the  J'^ij^w^MT, 
^^  and  the  fcandalous  lives  of 
5*  their  clergy  and  the  A  buna, 
^'  who  led  a  moA  licentious 
*^  life,  he  frequendy  compared 
<*  their  coaduft  with  that  of 
'**  the  patriarch  (Mendex)  and 
<*  thejefuits,  whbfe merits  and 
<*  virtues  he  took  delight  to 
♦*  extol;  and.o^d  to  fay,  thut 
<^  in  haniihiti|  them,  they  hj^d 


^<  preferved  the  tares  inilead  of , 
*'  the  good  wheat,  and  hai 
**  foolimly  exchanged  the  goU 
**  for  mere  copper. 

**  He  was    for- ever'  com* 
"  mending    the  patriarch  ftr. 
"  his    moiefiy^  cknftitmyi   pieijt 
*'  and  leamisg  ;  and  wodd  d!*; 
'*  ten  a(k  whether  fueh  anotln 
^' .  paflor  was  to  be  found  in  al 
"  his     brother's     dorainionsj 
**  All   which   difcourfes  ww 
**  reported  to  the  emperor  li 
•*  a    domeftic  of  that   yofll 
"  prince.      It  was   morewt 
"  found  out,  thai  he  had  tank 
**  two  or  three  of  his  offiol 
*^  out  of  his  fervice  for  harii 
'^  abjured  the  Romij/h  chnrch 
^*  all  which,  concludes  our  9 
•*  thor,  were  fufficient  to  pro» 
**  him  guilty,  al  a  time,  wlie 
*  being  a  Roman- catholic  w| 
**  looked  upon  inthefamcvidj 
'^  as  being  a  traitor  to  the  edi 
•^  peror  and  the  feate,  ahd^* 
^*  ing  guilty  of  every  kind 
♦*  crime  (i)."  .  Tha^  far 
iiuthor  s  and  we  leave  it  to 
reader    to  judge,    whether 
youn^  prince,  that  could 
publicly .  vilify    the  Jhi^ 
church    and    clergy,    and  ft 
highly  extol  that  of  2omty  aat 
her  haughty  prelate  and  mit 
Nonaries,  at  a  ^mt  wheaths 
Cimpir^  had  fo  ^o)ig  a  pv^ 
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r 


C.4. 


the  Empire  of  Abiffinia, 


327 


a  critical  time,  he  caufed  him  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  ^^/i^^r, 
before  him  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  accufed  biro,  before  a&c./a^i- 
liumcrous  concourfe,  of  having  renounced  the  religion  of^^^^ 
his  forefathers,  and  to  have  confpired  with  the  Partuguefe 
agalnft  his  crown  and  life,  in  order  to  overturn  both  churcb 
aiKiftate,  and  fubjeft  both  to  the  Pope  and  kirg.of  *S^a/«. 
The  prince  viras  eafily  condemned  by  the  whole  ailembly  to 
be  deferving  of  a  fpeedy  death ;  and  was  accordingly  con- 
duced to  prifon,  where  his  bead  was  cut  off  on  that  very     ' 


^f  thefe  within  its  bowels,  and 

iiras  thre^tencfl  with  an  inva- 

fim  of  ail  the  Rpman-catfaolic 

^linees  in  Eur^e  from  withoot, 

tepoiiiig  bdm'to  haiK  proceed- 

•8  tojQo  other  puv^eit  ad,  whidi 

:]i  fcarce  credabW,  fcan  be  pro* 

'^ly  (aid  to  have'bisep  unjaHily' 

to  deaih  ^  <efpecially  in  a 

mntry  wbere  t^^  emperor  is 

knowleged  to  have  an'  unli- 

lited  power  over  the  Jives  ahd 

»rtunes  of  all  his  fobjefts  (2)  ? 

[ii  be  to  be  bran&ed  with  t^e 

s'of  tyrant  and  ^liecutor, 

preventing .  ;dke  tl&mineDt 

wfion.^  ch^r^h  and'ft»te>. 

timely  cutciipg  off  tho^  who. 

e  evep  fpeak,  and  aS  like 

irofefled   welj-wiftiers,   if  not  - 

ike  open     promoiters,    of  it  ?, 

ad  die  Hotnan catholics  made 

*«  attempt  to  fubjeft  both  to  a 

'Arcign  power^  but  been  only 

ofecttted    for  their  different 

fmetplesia  rdigion^this.migfat 

Jtt*^  been  jafily  te^ined  a/dp\wB- , 

fi^t  perfecution  ^  aad  yet  not 

jlworfe  th^n  is  pradifed,  and 

nrofeffediy  allowed,    by   thqir 

own.     He  would  in  tbis,    as 

■fcad  of.  tfcp  Ahijpnian  church, 

liave  only  ibllowed  the  exam  • 

yleof  the  head  of  tbeits:  and 

ibe  fame  a^ogy  which  the 

learned  Genialts  makes  for  the 

«M,^woiikl  Ji^ye  jaftiM   the 


leflerfeveritiesof  the  other,  for 
departing  ib  far  from  that  Chrj- 
ftran  and  charitable  behaviour, 
wiiieh  the  gofpei  requires  of  hs 
towards  thofe  that  differ  from[ 
usin  points  of  fAitb. 

His  wovds,  to  give  them  no 
hatsher  feafethitn  they  will  bear, 
are  to  this  effects).  •*  If,  in 
"  the  primitive  times,  obftinate 
";  beetles  were  not  perfecuted 
**  to  death,  it  was  owing  to 
•*  their  being  then  too  power- 
'*  ful,  and  to  the  Pope's  not 
*^  being  fufiictcntly  fupportcd 
**  by  the  fecalar  arm  of  Chri- 
"ilian  princes.  But  now, 
"  wMp  the  Chrifb'an  ^ai^h  is  fo 
5'  firinly  eflabUjbed,  an4  thafe 
"  pontifs  inyefied  with  fuch  a 
•'  jCbvereigu  po'wcr,  it  is  but 
"  jjuft  that  they  fliould  proceed 
**  againft  them  with  the  utmoft 
."  rigour  and  fevereft  punifh- 
"  ments."  Will  not,  there- 
fore,  this  doctrine  and  prao* 
tke  make  it  appear  (till 
more  juft  in  an  Abijfmian  mo* 
narch,  jto  exercijfe  the  fame  pgr 
nifliments  on  fuch  delinquents 
as  add  the  blackeil  treafon  to 
their  herefy,  and  whofe  faith 
and  principles  fo  plainly  tend  to 
'  orennrn  their  conftitution  in  ' 
c^pch  and  ftate,  andtoenftave 
their  country,  «o  the -declared 
enemies  to  both» 


KADt  hoc,  nddjup.  p.  J07,  &Jkf. 
Catkal,  ^,  1x7,  &fep 


X4 


night. 


3^8  The  African  Hijlwy  of         B,  XVI. 

night.     This  execution  was  followed  by  feveral  bthcrs,  with 
confilcations  of  eftates,  imprifonments,  and  other  feverities, 
•  ^  •       from  which  perfons  of  the  hWheft  rank,  even  among  the 
fair  fex,  were  not  exempted ;  xome  of  whom  were  banifhed, 
mid  others  confined  to  fome  barren  rocks,  for  no  other  crime 
than  their  intimacy  with  the  deceafed  prince,  or  fliewiag, 
like  him,    any  particular  regard  for   the   Ronii/b  religion. 
Thefc  fevere  examples  the  jefuitical  writers  have  not  fcrupled 
to  brand  with  the  name  of  cruel  and  tyrannic  perfecutioni; 
though  the  reader  may  fee  by  what  we  have  faid  in  the  lafl 
note,  there  was  but  too  juft  occafion  for  them  at  that  time, 
But  one  may  fee  clearly  enough,  by  all  this  out-cry,  that 
that  monarch  was,  at  all  adventures,  to  be  branded  with 
the  moft  odious  names,  and  charged  yrith  the  moft  atrocious 
4eeds,  for  having  d^red  to  f^ve  his  church  and  empire  from 
falling  under  the  tyranny  of  Rcme  and  ^pairiy  and  the  pa* 
.  niAung  one  pf  the  chief  promoters  of  that  treafonable  pro- 
je£b,  muft  be  reprefented  as  an  unjuft  and  inhunlan  fratricide. 
J  neiu       But  left  all  this  fiiould  not  be'  fufficient  to  render  him  hatefd' 
crime  /ai^to  all  European  powers,  th^y  have  devifed  another  accu- 
tohis        fation  againft  him,  which,  if  o'nce  credited,  would  not  fail  of 
charge.      doing  it.     It  is  as  foUows,    .. 

Accufed  of     Aj-L  thefe  fevere  puniflimcnts  not  being  capable  of  quiett 
introduce-  i^g  the  ^mperpr's  mind,  who  rather  imagined  that  they  ooly 
ingMo-    increafed  the  number    of  maleoontents,   both   within  and 
hamtTi<^4^  without  his  dominions,  had  recourfe  to  the  Mobapmedan 
Kmtnto     Yemgriy  with  whom  he  entered  into  an  alliance:  and  the 
iis  domi'    jnore  eflfeftually  to  bind  him  to  his  intereft,  not  only  offered 
nms.        his  fubjefts  the  free  exercife  pf  their  religion,  but  defired  of 
him  to  fend  fome  aHe  doftors  to  come  and  preach  it  among ; 
his  people,     This  negociation  was  occafionally  difcovered 
by  the  falling  out  of  the  two  perfons  he  had  intrufted  with  it, 
one  of  whom  was  a  Turk^  and  the  other  a  Chriftian ;  thp 
former  of  whom  was  highly  carefled  .and  honoured  at  the  ' 
Temen'^  court ;  and  at  their  recarn  was  diftinguifhed  with  ; 
•confiderabie  prefents,  whilft  th^  latter  was  fcarcely  taken  ^ 
any  notice  of :  in  revenge  of  which,  this  laft  taking  an  op- 
portunity of  going  before  him,  fpread  the  alarm  where-evg  , 
he  pafjed,  that  the  emperor  had  fent  iox  Mohammedan  doc- 
tors to  propagate  their  religion,  and  that  one  of  that  clafs 
,  yras  aftually  on  the  road  tliither  with  the  other  ^mbaflador, 
yeaning  th^  Turk  above-mentioned,  and  would  foon  be  at 
i:purt  with  him, 
4  ^nsral    '  This  news  failed  not  to  raife  a  general  revolt,  which  was 
^f9V9k       chiefly  h^ad^d  by  the  n^onks,  and  followed,  by  an  univerfal 
outcry,    tb«  tb«  eqaperpi"   OHght  ^9  fe?  dethroned,  and 

another 


C.  4.  ih$  Empire  of  Abiflinia.  ^ap 

another  prince  nufed  to  the  crown,  fit  to  maintain  the  ancient  rmjulby 
religion.     The  emperor  tried  in  vain  to  difculpate  himfeif,  tbi  m^^Ja. 
and  throw  all  the  fault  on  the  emprefs  mother,  who  was  the 
grand-daughter  of  a  Mohammedan^  and  ftill  retained  a  firong 
biafs  for  that  religion :  no  credit  was  given  to  any  thing  he 
laid,  becaufe  they  knew  he  had  held  feveral  private  confe- 
rences with  the  Turkijb  doftor.    So  that  feeing  himfelf  on 
the  point  of  lofmg  at  once  his  life  and  crown/  he  was  forced 
to  difinifs  him  with  as  little  noife  as  pofGble,  though   not 
without  confiderable  prefents  ^.      This  is  the  fum  of  the 
charge  alledged  againft  him ;  which,  as  well  as  that  other 
of  fratricide,  Mr.  Ludolph  julUy  qucftions,  as  at  leaft  very 
improbable  *^,  and  fiich  as  in  their  nature,  efpecially  the  laft,  n$ac- 
might  juftly  require  the  teftimony  of  a  much  more  impartial  count 
fet  of  witnefles,  than  that  of  an  exafperated  patriarch,  and  a  «»«^  to  hg 
furviving  Jcfuitor  two,  reduced  to  the  loweft  plight  and  mx-Mp^^^ 
{cTY,  before  it  can  gain  credit  with  perfons  of  common  can- 
dour and  judgment,  at  leaft  in   that  hateful  light  in  which 
they  have  reprefented  it.     Bajilidis  was  threatened  with  a 
powerful  invafion  from  all  the  catholic  princes  in  Europe^  and 
wifely  endeavours  to  fecure  all  his  frontiers ;  retains,  by  his 
largefles,  or  fuppofc  it  had  been  by  an  alliance  with,  all  the 
Mohammedan   princes  on  that  fide  which  lay  moft  expofed, 
and  at  which  the  Romjb  m;fIionaries  ufed  to  Aide  into  the 
empire ;  and  might  not  this  be  fujfHcient  to  give  birth  to  that 
calumny,  that  he  was  going  to  introduce  their  religion  inta 
his  dominions  \  which,  if  carefully  fpread  by  their  indefati- 
gable agents,  would  not  fail  to  raife  new  commotions  within, 
and  awaken  all  the  European  princes  out  of  that  defpon- 
dency  into  which  the  mifcarriage  and  difafters  that  attended 
their  former  miifion  had  vifibly  thrown  them,  of  fucceeding 
in  it  by  fuch  violent  and  imprudent  means  as  had  hitherto 
been  purfued.     Nothing  could  be  more  likely  to  alarm  thenj  prolalh 
than  fuch  a  report ;  for  ftiould  that  rich  and  potent  empire  i^venttd 
become  Mohammedan^  what  hopes  could  there  be  pf  ever  re-  /q  fiir  up 
dticing  it  to  the  obedience  of  the  Pope  or  king  of  Spain,  the  Euro- 
But  the  fequel  itfelf 'fhews,  that  neither  of  them  gave  any  pcan 
acdit  to  that  report;  neither  was  it  indeed  credible,  xhnfrincesm 
Bafilides  would  have  taken  aftep  of  this  nature,  which  would 
more  effeftually  have  ruined  him,  than  any  diflSculties  he 
laboured  under,  or  any  danger  that  feemed  to  threaten  him 
could  poi&bly  have  done.    However,  T^lkz  hath  affirmed  it^ 

^  Tblibz,  Ludolph,  Lobo,  Le  Grand,  ub.  fop.  ^  Hift. 
£tMop.  ].  ii.  c.  7.  n.  67.  ill.  14,  64  vid.  Sc  comment,  pr.  i^  57* 
'Tbllbz,  ub  iup.  1.  vi.  c.  37>&fe^.  Lobo,  etLi  Grand, 
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The  fad  upon  the  authority  of  Father  Nbgueyra,  who  was  ftiU  aiivc  in 
€mdii$m  j^kijfftniay  tho',  by  his  otvn  accoiint,  in  amoft  miferable  con- 
ofthtjt-  cfiiioa  (Z);  upon  that  of  Father  Tbryi/j^o  ?ijani^  another 
>'^*-  ,  Jcfoit, 


(Z)  Nothing,  indeed,  is  more 
nwlalicholy  and  difmal  than  the- 
accotint  which  he  giv«s  of  the 
dUlrefs  he  tnd  aU  hh  frieods 
and  ocm verts  were  io  at  that  ' 
time ;  and  our  readers  will  noc 
think  '^it  foreign  to  our  fobjed^ 
if  we  fiibjoin  a  letter  which  he 
fciit  from  Max^a  into  Europe 
vpon  that  affair,  written  io  the 
name  of  Kas  Sella  ChriRoSy  and 
Us  own ;  and  runs  as  follows  t 
./^M^MiAnovLh  lords,  the 
•*  bifWps  aod  governors  rf  the 
**  hdiu.RasSelk  Chnft^s  to  ail 
*^  catholic  Chriflians  and  true 
*•  fons  of  the.  church  of  God, 
••  pes^ce  and  mercy  in  our  Lord. 
**  I  know  not  in  what  tongue 
••  or  words  I  can  i"ttfficiently  ex- 
•♦  pre^  the  perils  and  dangers 
^  id  this  chcmch,  which  are  the 
^f  more  abiding  to  me,  as  I  am 
•*  wt  eyc-witnei'tt  of  ihem.     I 
•*  heartily  befeech  o^kx  Lord  je- 
♦'  fus  Chrill,  who  was  railed  to 
^*  a  crofs,  and  is  plentiful  in 
**  mercy,  to  make  them  known 
♦*  to  all  our  breihreri,  to  all 
**  prelates,  archbiihops,  biftiops, 
^  re£ldrs,  kings,  ykeroys,  prin- 
*•  ces,  and  governors,   who  en- 
V  <^  joy  any  authcHity  oh  idbe  other 
•*  fide  of  the  water,     I  alway« 
.  ^'  believed,  and  <i^t^^  fluttered 
«'  myfel/,  ihai  they  would  have 
■<'  allifled  «i  ere  toow,  a<)d  not 
^  have  fo  long  delayed  to  re- 
•*  deem  us  from  the  hands  of 
*'  barbarians,  and  of  that  per^ 
^  vcrfei>a*ion,  if  ^  fmikkude 
•*  of  my  fins  had  not  obftrudled 
♦*.k#  >  In  former  days,   when 
♦f  therQ  was  no  churGh,,here|aDd 
♦'  whe^  the  napies  of  Ch^ii^i^ 


**  and  Cadiolic  were  unknown 
**  to  us,    fome  of  them  have 
**  come  to  onr  afitftance,  ai»i 
*'  have  refcued  us    from  the 
*'  power  of  the  Mobammetl^fii } 
"  bat  now  when  we  have  here 
**  fuch  a  great  number  of  faith- 
"  ful,  we  are  forgot,  and  not 
*'  one  thinks   of   afliftiag  us 
*•  What !    doth  the   fovereign 
"  pontif  of  Romty  our  father, 
^*  and  ib  deariy  beloved  Oiep- 
**  herd,  no  longer  fit  on  St^  Ft* 
**  terh  immoveable   chair,   or 
"  doth  he  no  longer  think  of 
**  comforting  us^     We  are  hri 
**  iheep,  and  fhall  We  not,  be- 
"  fore   we  -quit  this   miferable 
"  life,  have  the  fatisfaflion  to 
*•  hear  that  he  thinks  of  us,  and 
"  defigns  to  prevent  our  being 
**  devoured  by  thofe  heretics, 
"  who  wage  fo  bloody  a  war 
,  **  againft  us  ?  Hath  Portugslm 
^' longer. any  prince  that,  buriw 
"  with  the  fame  zeal    as  tiie 
**  great  Cbi-iftaphe-r  de  Gama  ? 
**  Is  there  no  prelate  left  there 
**  to  lift  up  his  hands  to  heaven 
**  to  obtain  for  us  the  affiftaiice 
**  we  ftand  in.  fo  great  need  of? 
*<  I  faint  at  the  thoughts  of  it, 
*'  ray^  fpeech    faib,    and   my 
"  tongne  i«  dried  up,  whilft  »y 
*<  eyes   flow   with    a   coaOant 
'*  ftream.     Covered  with  daft 
*'  and  afhes,  I  beg  and  eonJQie 
"  all  j:he  faithful  to  iehd  us  a 
•*  fpeedy  fuccour,  before  we  are 
"  utterly  dcftroycd. 

*'  My  chains  grow  hcatier 
**  and  heavier  every  day,  whilft 
"  1  am  tqJ<J,  that  if  I  wiUfComc 
"  overdo  their  fide,  aadrepuw 
*'  to  Qttr  old  communipD,  we 
<*ihaU 
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Jefuit,  who  came  thither,  as  is  fuppofed,  dtber  about  or  fbon 
after  that  time ;  aad  more  particularly  on  that  of  the  pat|:iarch 

MendeZf 
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*'  fiiall  be  recalled  from  oar 
**  exile.  Thefe  promifes  are. 
'*  made  to  me  with  no  other 
\  **  view  thaa  to  ruin  mc,  and  to 
"  involve  all  the  catholics  that 
I  •'  are  left,  and  the  very  church 
**  itfelf,  in  the  fame  rain.  If, 
*^  therefore,  there  be  flill  any 
'*  Chrifbians  left  on  the  other 
**  fide  of  the  ocean,  let  them 
•*  ftew  themfelves  fuch,  by  ac- 
"  knowleging  us  as  their  bre- 
<'  thren  in  Jefus  Chrid ;  and 
'^  fmce  we  maintain  the  fame 
**  faith  which  they  do,  let  them 
"  come  and  deliver  us  from  this 
**  Egyptian  hercfy  and  bon- 
"  dage." 

•*  Here,"  fays  Nogueyra,**  end 

•'  the  words  of  our  friend  Ras 

♦*  Sgila  Cbriftos,  which  he   Ut- 

"  tered  to  me  with  bitter  fighs 

**  %xA  tears,  when  I  laft  vifited 

*•  him,  in  Auguji^  anno  164^. 

♦*  It  is  now  my  turn  to  weep, 

**  and  a  flood  of  tears  obliges 

'*  me  to  drop  my  pen.     I  am 

^unable  to  write,    and  leave 

*•  you  to  judge  of  my  exceffive 

^diitrefs.     I   landed    at    this 

«•  place  (Maxnxja)  on  the  26flv 

**  of  this  month,  at  the  greateft 

"  peril  of   my  IJfe.     I   hav^ 

*'  fpared  no  labour,  nor  (hun- 

''  ned  any  danger  to  come  hi- 

^  ther,  in  hopes  that  our  faiths 

*<  fal  friends,  either  from  For- 

*V/K^«/br  htdia^  would,  before 

*'  diw  time,  have  fent  us  fome 

'f  feafonable  help  J  but  not  the 

"  leaft  have  I  found,     I  haVe 

♦'rather  been  ill  ufed  by  the 

"  SaneMHs,  particularly  by  JKs- 

**  handur  and  Xarcafi,  who  are 

'*  known  to  engrofs  all  the  coin. 

^*  None  oi  them  have  deigned 

!*  tQ  ihew  me  Iheir  letters^  or  fo 


«■  much  as  to  let  me  know  what 
'<newa  they  had  received.  J 
'<  have  writ  feveral  letters  from 
"  Demheay  and  have  not  re- 
"  received  any  anfwer  to  them, 
"  which  makes  me  think  that 
"they  all  inifcarried,  and  that 
**  God  woold  not  fuffer  any  of 
''them,  through  my  fins,  to 
'<  come  to  yonr  hand*.  I  am 
"  now  aboat  to  return  to  JUu 
^'Mla  Chrlftosy  and  ihall  leafie 
*' here  Jttm$,Xaxem^  a  man 
"  well  known  by  the  Baneatu^ 
"  and  who,  if  any'  anfwer 
**  comes,  will  convey  the  fame 
**  to  me. 

*•  My  fellow- labourers,  Abba 
'*  Uekha  ChriftoSy  Abba  Feuza 
"  Ckriflosy  John  Gabriel,  Gre- 
**  gory.Jnthony  tTAlmanza,  and 
**  Chtifiifpher,  are  now  become 
"  mere  flceletohs,  Jiaving  been 
*'  dragged  into  prifon,  whipped, 
**  i^c,  and  their  fkins  are  fallen 
•*  off,  through  ejrcefs  of  milTe- 
**  ry;  and,  if  they  are  not  dead, 
*'  they  have  undergone  the  moll 
"  extreme  hardfliips,  being  for- 
"  ccd  to  beg  thdr  bread  from 
•*  door  to  door. 

"  On  the  21ft  of  Oaoher^ 
**  1 647,  Abba  Zara  Chriftosy  the 
«  difciple  oP  Abba  Keril,  and 
"  brother  of  Abba  Gr^^ory,  was 
••  put  to  death;  as  was  alfothc 
"  fenator  Ando,  a  man  eminent 
**  for  his  learning  and  piety.  On 
**  the  30th  of  September  1648, 
•*  Dom  Ihum  Laca  Mariamp 
**  DomyobnMelkaCbriJios,  znd 
•**  Dom  Tbeodore,  were  impri- 
**  fotied ;  and  Captain  Gabriel 
**  Donaceoy  hath  been  baniihed, 
**  for  not  delivering  me  up  into 
"  the  hands  of  the  heretics.  All 
**  mx^PortuguejeoiFremonaYiz^rot 
*•  apo«^ 
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Mendez^  who,  though  at  that  diftance,  yet  might  hear  of  it 
by  feme  jibijinians,  vfho  were  come  into  India  ;  and  thefe 
the  reader  tnay  believe,  if  heplcafcs,  feeing  the  abfolute  ftop- 
page  that  hath  been  put  to  all  future  comrowce  with  that 
country  hadi  deprived  us  of  all  means  of  difproving  It,  but 
fuch  only  as  reafon  fuggefts  againft  the  probability  of  it. 

Neither  arc  the  remaining  particulars  of  that  monarch's 
reign  reported  in  a  more  favourable  manner,  with  refpeft  to 
him  ;  and  it  plainly  appears  from  the  contents  of  the  letter 
mentioned  In  the  laft  note,  and  fome  others  we  have  taken 
notice  of  a  Uttle  higher,  that  their  main  defign  was  to  ani- 
mate the  Pope  and  Spainto  make  a  frefh  attempt  on  this  em- 
pire, it  could  not  but  be  their  intereft  to  reprefent  it  as  re- 
duced to  the  loweft  degree  of  wcaknefs  by  revolts,  invafions, 
and  other  calamities ;  and  thefe  as  fo  many  juft  judgments  in- 
flifted  by  the  Divine  Providence  to  puni(h  that  unfortunate 
prince  both  for  his  apoftacy  from  the  church  of  jRome,  aad. 
for  the  cruel  perfecutions  he  bad  exercifed  againft  her  moft 
zealous  votaries.    Accordingly,  no  fqoner  had  he^  with  great 


spoftatized,  and  have  (hewn 
the  moll  excefTive  hatred  a- 
galnil  me,  aod  accufed  me 
befpre  Abba  Emana  Chrifios^ 
oar  mod  bitter  enemy,  and 
one  who  hath  already  put  Se- 
veral catholics  to  death. 
"  To  conclude,  I  go  hence 
without  the  leafl  glioipfe  of 
hope  or  comfort,  having  nei- 
ther food  nor  raiment,  nor 
daring  to  Hay  here  longer, 
for  fear  of  being  furprifed  ^ 
the  Turkijh  vefl'eh,  whom  the 
feafoQ  will  quickly  bring  hi- 
ther. I  (ball  return  again  by 
the  next  year,  if  God  per- 
mit; and  Ibefeech  God  that 
^  thia  ietter  may  be  perufed 
by  aU  our  prelates  and  church* 
men,  and  particularly  by  the 
patriarch  Mendt%^  and  the  fa- 
ther Emanml  (T Ahneida^  if 
they  be  dill  alive;  and,  with 
my  face  prottrate  to-  the 
ground,  do  recommend  my- 


**  felf  to  their  blcffing  and 
**  prayers.  Dated  from  JW^««w,»*, 
"  January  ;oth,  1649.  Signed, 
"  Bernard  Nogveyra  <4)." 

The  reader  may  fee  by  this 
letter  to  what  diftrefs  the  mif' 
fionaries,  and  their  converts, 
were  reduced  ;  and  that  the 
emperor  was  fully  refolved  to 
extirpate  them,  and  theirs  out  of 
his  dominions,  and  to  prevent, 
by  all  poiuble  means,  their  ever 
getting  footing  into  them  again, 
it  is  therefore  no  wonder,  that 
their  refentment  and  defpair 
ihould  drive  them  to  invent  this 
calumny  againd  him,  of  having 
a  defign  to  introduce  Moham- 
mediffHy  Which  could  not  fail,  if 
credited  in  Europe ^  of  exafpe- 
racing  all  the  Romam  ca  holic 
powers  againi^  him,  and  ftir 
them  up  to  ufe  their  utmofl  ef- 
forts to  prevent  the  loTs  of  sQ 
their  hopes  on  that  rich  coiai- 
try. 


diffi- 
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difficulty,  fupprefled  the  general  revolt  which  bis  clergy  had  * 
raifed  againft  him,  on  the  fufpicion  of  his  going  to  intro- 
duce the  Mohammedan  religion,  but  he  was  obliged  to  go  and 
qnell  a  frefti  one  among  the  Jgaus^  fevcral  of  whole  pro- 
;   Tioces  had  taken  up  arms  againft  him.     In  which  expedition,  Drfuoti 
'   however,  inflead  of  the  laurels  and  fpoils  he  promifed  to  ^  *^ 
I   himfelf,  he  met,  we  are  told,  with  a  moft  (hamefui  over-  Agaus, 
throw.    In  the  (imc  year,  his  general  BeUa  Chrifto^y  who 
was  then  at  the  head  of  a  powemil  army,  was  likewife  to- 
tally defeated  by  the  mountaineers  of  Lajia  *•     This  misfor-  Invaded 
tune  was  foon  followed 'by  a  terrible  irruption  of  th^C alias ^  by  tbi 
who  entered  the  kingdom  olCcjam  at  three  different  places,  Gallas,* 
whilft  Eafiliies  was  rcfrefliing  his  battered  troops  in  that  of 
BegamedeTy  and  in  the  territories  of  the  Agaus  ;  fo  that  he 
"was  forced  to  let  them  comnj,it  the  greateft  ravages,  and  go 
off  with  their  immenfe  plunder,  as  he  was  not  in  a  condition 
tooppofc  them.     In  (hort,  fay  our  authors,  he  was  fuccefs- 
fal  in  nothing  but  in  his  difcovering  and  apprehending  fpme  K/'/^w- 
of  his  catholic  fubjefts,  and  condemning  them  to  death,  or  rity  tc  the 
cruel  baniihment^s ;  of  both  which  they  give  us  a  large  num-  catboluu 
ber  of  inftances,   which  we  fhall  not  trouble  our  reader? 
with  ^     Amongft  them,  Father  Nogueira's  trip  to  the  ifland  andtcFa^ 
of  Mazowa  having  been  difcovcred  to  the  emperor,  and  re-  ^^tr  No- 
prefented  to  him  as  a  frefti  attempt  to  call  in  a  new  fupply  of  guey** 
Portuguefify  an  order  was  publiftied  to  have  him  apprehended 
'  alive  or  dead ;  fo  that  neither  the  college  of  Fremona,  'nor 
any  of  his  intimate  friends,  dared  to  give  him  admittance ;    * 
and  fome  of  them,  who  had  gone  over  to  the  Mijfine  church, 
proved  his  moft  inveterate  enemies  ;  yet  could  none  of  thefe 
ky  hold  on  him. 

The  imperial  army  had  hardly  refreflied  itfelf  about  two 
months  in  the  province  of  Cottehy  before  it  revolted,  and  loft 
a  good  number  of  officers,  and  a  much  greater  one  of  fol-  ' 

dicrs.     This  was  followed  by  a  revolt  in  fome  of  the  pro-  Ant<wre- 
mces  on  the  weft  of  Enarea^  who  refufed  to  fend  the  yearly  '^<^l^* 
tribute  of  horfes,  which  they  had  engaged  to  pay,  on  con- 
dition that  Bafilides' fsiOxM.  proteft  them  againft  the  Portu* 
piefe  K 

The  following  year  was  no  lefs  unfortunate  to  him,  in  Bella 
which  Bella  Chriftos  was  fent  againft  the  mountaineers  of  Chriftos 
Denghis  ;  who,  upon  the  firft  notice  of  his  approach,  feized  depated. 
on  all  the  palTes,  and  fo  well  fortified  themfelves  in  them, 
that  they  not  only  flopped  his  further  progrefs,  but  fell  fp 

«  Le  GramPi  ubi  fup.  p.  154.     .     ^  Id.  p.  155.  «  Id, 
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fuddeoly  on  him  on  all  iides^  that  they  made  amoft  dreadfiii 
{laughter  among  hiis  forces.     This  was  foon  after  followed 
with  the  news  -that  a  certain  flrange  nation  had  penetrated 
through  fome  of  the  Jbiffine  frontiers,  and  were  ravaging 
the  maritime  prtTVinces  without  oppofition  ;  upon  which,  it 
was  immediately  concluded  that  thefe  oould  be  no  other  than 
the  Portuguefe^  who  would  quickly  become  mafters  of  the 
Invaded    whole  empire.    However,  it  wa3  not  long  before  they  found 
h  *^^       their  miflake,  thefe  new  invaders  being  the  fubjefts  of  the 
^^^^^^  ■    king  of  AdeU  who  had  taken  the  advantage  of  the  great  loffes 
the  emperor  ,had  fuflained,  and  made  himfelf  mafler  of  ten 
or  twelve  ftrong  high  rocks,  from  which  he  fent  them  to 
plunder  and  ravage  the  low4ands,  and  fometimes  penetrated 
a  good  way  into  the  neighbouring  provinces. 
^his  ac        Thus  far  the  account  of  thofe  Jefuits,  if  they  may  be 
€ount  con-  credited,  reprefents  that  monarch's  reign  as  very  tmfortnnate 
tradiSed  jq  every  refpeft.     This,  we  have  already  obferved,  may  have 
by  abbot    }^^^  ^^itiv  intereft  to  fet  forth  in  that  light,  in  order  to  flir 
Oregoryj  ^^  ^^^  friends  and  favour^s  to  ftnd  them  fome  frefh  aiffift- 
ance.     But  if  we  believe  Mr.  huid^h  and  Abbot  Gregory^  no 
reign  could  be  more  quiet  and  happy  than  his  proved,  from 
the  time  of  his  epiipelling  the  patriarch  and  miffimiaries,  ac- 
cept fome  few  ievere  examples  he  was  forced  to  make  on  a 
"few  of  their  zealous  and  daring  partilans.    This  indeed 
and  is       plainly  appears  the  mofl  reafonable  account  of  the  two,  fee- 
plainly  im'  ing  all  the  revolts  and  dlfafters  that  had  happened  in  ibrmer 
probable^  reigns  were  wholly  owing  to  the  preference  which  his  predc' 
cdTors  had  ihewA  for  the  Rrnntjb  church,  and  the  violent 
means  which  they  ufed  to  force  their  clergy  and  ktty  to  fub- 
mit  to  it,  as  we  have  already  feen.     What  caufe  could  there 
be. for  any  frefti  difconteats,  after  he  had  fo  efFeftually  te- 
^  moved  the  occafioa  of  all  their  fears,  and  had,  in  every  fiep 

«  he  took,  approved  himfelf  a  fincere  and  Arenuous  defender 

of  the  Abiffmian  church  againft  all  the  open  and  fecret  at- 
tempts of  rfie  Pope  and  PorUtguefe  ?    And  as  to  the  charge 
laid  to  him  of  favouring  Mohamntedifm^  it  is  not  only  incon" 
fiftent  with  the  zeal  he  flicwed  for  the  reftoring  of  the  anrient 
church,  buit  abfurd  on  feveral  other  accounts.     And  we  aq- 
cordit^y  find  in  the  pi-^amblc  and  fome  other  parts  of  a  let- 
SMftyle  ter  wh^ch  he,  or,  which  is  perhaps  more  probable,  his  fon 
thtmfel'vei  and  fucceflbr  Af  Segued  fent  to  the  governor  of  Baiavia, 
Cbrifti^     circa  ann.  1672  (for  he  there  ftyles  himfelf  v^  5i?gitt?i,  the 
ans^  and    ^  ^  AUm  Segued,  which  name  Bajitides  had  taken  towards 
^W.prj    ^YiQ  latter  end«of  his  reign),  that  he  gives  himfelf  and  hisfa- 
7  /f '       ther  the  charailer  of  Chrijlian  princeSy  and  defenders  tf  the 
'       Chrijiian  faith :  a  plain  indication  that  it  was  ftill  the  efta- 

blilhed. 
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Uibed  rdigion  of  that  empire.  This  ktter,  a  Lo/ca  TerfioR 
of  which  the  reader  may  {ee  ia  Mr,  Ludotph'^  Commentary  \ 
doth  not  indeed  begin  with  the  ufual  words,*  In  the  name  of 
tbi Father^  Son^  &c.  like  thofe  of  his  predeceffors,  but  In  tie 
name  of  God,  tnercifuJ  4md gracious.  Neither  is  it  dated  ac- 
cordiDg  to  the  Chrtfiiariy  but  the  Mohammedan^  asra ;  viz»  ia 
the  moon  Moharam  ( April )^  and  in  the  year  of  the  Bejra 
1083.  The  reafon  of  which  appears  to  be,  that  the  letter 
betog  written  in  the  Arahtc^  and  not  in  the  Etbiopic  tongue, 
the  Arabian  fecretary  made  ufe  of  the  Mohammedan  inAead 
of  the  Chriftian  infcrlption  and  ssra ;  but,  in  other  refpe^ls^ 
it  mas,  as  all  others  do,  in  a  truly  Chriilian  flyle. 

But  what  ilill  more  confirms  the  fleadinefs  of  Bafilides^ 
and  his  two  immediate  fucceiTors,  to  the  antieot  Abiffinian 
laith,  is  the  condition  which  the  French  phyfician  Charles' 
Poncet  found  the  pmpire  in  at  his  arrival  there,  and  the  re- 
marks he  made  upon  it  during  his  fhort  abode  there,  annis 
1699  ^  ^  7^^  »  ^f  which  we  fhall  now  give  a  fhort  account,    1699. 
it  being  the  laft  particular  we  have  to  relate  concerning  it.  In  Pon- 
We  ftiall  only  obferve  here,  w|th  refpeft  to  the  ftate  of  reli-  cet'i  time^ 
^n,  that' he  found  the  emperor  to  be  a  zealous  profeflbr  of  ^^^  ^^' 
the  Ahijfinian  faith  ;  the  Abuna,  clergy,  and  monks,  though  ^^^J^^' 
flot  very  -well  verfed  in  pokmic  divinity,  yet  ftrenuous  affert-  ^^twc'^ 
^ors  and  rigid  obfervers  of  the  rites,  tenets,  and  difcipline,  of  J-*  • 
their  church,  the  laity  moft  devoutly  fubmiffive  to  them,  and  all 
of  them  intirely  averfe  to  every  religion  but  their  own,  but  more 
particularly  againft  the  church  of  Rome^  and  Mohammedifm^ 
Widi  regard  to  the  latter,  though  he  found  it  tolerated 
imongft  them,  as  they  are  indeed  pretty  numerous,  and  have 
eogrofied  the  commerce,  as  hath  been  formerly  hinted  ?,  yet 
th^  live  in  feparate  quarters,  and  are  ftyled  no  better  than 
Gebertes^  or  llaves.  ~  ThtEthispians  never  eat  with  them, 
nor  of  any  thing  that  is  killed  by  them.     They  do  not  even 
drink  out  of  a  cup  that  hath  been  ufed  by  one  of  them,  until 
•  the  prayers  of  fam^  good  man  have  been  faid  over  it,  and 
he,  by  his  breathing  thrice  into  it,  drives  away  the  evil  fpirit. 
.He adds,  that  they  never  faiute  them  but  with  the  left-hand, 
which  is  a  mark  of  contempt  ^. 

One  aftion,  hpwever,  he  relates  of  the  emperor  SqfilideSy  7000 

'  whom  he  calls  AtiBafiti,  and  the  grandfather  of  the  ^oxxvig^onkspre- 

i. Emperor  then  upon  the  throne;  which  feems,  in  fome  mea- "^^^'^^'^ 

fore,  to  confina  what  tlie  Jefuits  laid  to  his  charge,  about-^'*^.f  ^  . 

rock, 

^  Dc  hoc,  vide  Hiftor.  Ethiop.  lib.  ii.  c.  7.  n.  Sj^  &  feq.  lib. 
iti.c.  14.  ad  £q.  ^  Comm.  p.  244.  ^  See  before,  p^^  89. 
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his  favouring  the  Mohammedans  ;  viz.  that  he  caufcd  7000 
priefts  and  monks,  who  had  revolted  againft  him,  to  be 
thrown  headloitg  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  Balhan  ' : 
for  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that  thofe  priefts  raifed  that 
revolt  upon  any  other  account,  and  the  alliances  which  the 
emperor  had  made  with  the  Mohammedan  princes,  joined  to 
the  penfions  and  prefents  he  had  fent  to  them,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  Portuguefe  entering  into  his  dominions,  might  at 
once  give  birth  and  countenance  to  the  falfe  report,  that  he 
was  going  to  introduce  Mohammedifm^  and  fo  ftir  up  the 
whole  body  of  the  clergy  againft  him  :  but  whither  of  the 
two  were  more  likely  to  be  the  inventors  and  firft  fpreaders 
of  this  calumny,  the  miflionaries,  who  had  been  fo  feverely 
treated  by  him,  and  whofc  intereft  it  was  to  render  him  as 
odious  to  his  fubjefts  as  they  poflibly  could,  or  the  Abtffini 
clergy,  whom  he  had  fo  highly  obliged  by  thofe  feverities, 
and  by  Jiis  ftrenuous  zeal  againft  the  church  of  Romcy  and  all 
its  partifans,  we  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  judge. 

We  come  bow  to  fpeak  of  the  voyage  of  Charles  Poncet  to 
the  j^bijftnian  court,  and  of  tke  occafion  of  it,  the'  without 
entering  into  any  farther  detail  of  it  than  concerns  the  fcqud 
and  conclufion  of  this.hiftory.  The  French  court 'had  by 
this  time  been  induced  by  fome  of  the  miflionaries  of  their 
nation  to  try  their  fortune,  and  to  hope  fpr  better  fucccfs  iH* 
this  empire,  by  their  artful  and  infinuating  addrcfs,  than  the 
Portuguefe  hiA  done  by  their  ambition  and  untimely  zeal;, 
and  the  late  king,  Lewis  XIV.  had  been  prevailed  upon  to 
write  a  moft  obliging  letter  to  Mian  Segued,  the  father  of 
the  young  emperor  then  upon  the  throne  ;  which,  though 
we  are  not  told  by  what  means,  found  its  way  to  that  young 
monarch;  keing Poncet  tells  us,  that  he  was  p|ea(ed  tofliew 
it  to  him,  when  he  was  at  his  court.  At  the  fame  time, 
Monfieur  Maillet,  the  French  conful  at  Kairo,  liad  orders  to 
make  what  inquiries  he  could  into  the  ftate  of  that  empire^ 
and  to  try  all  poflible  means  and  ftratagems  to  open  a  way  into 
it  to  fome  of  his  nation  ;  and  fortune  at  length  offered  one 
to  him,  which  he  readily  laid  hold  of,  and  carried  on  with 
fuccefs.  Agi  Hali^  the  emperor's  faftor  in  that  city,  com- 
plained to  him  of  a  ftubborn  difeafe,  vntjti  which  not  only 
therhythi  he,  but  his  mafter,  and  the  prince  his  fon,  had  been  affliftcd 
French  fo^  fome  time  :  upon  whicli,  the  conful  told  him,  that  he 
,t9nfid.  j^^j  ^  jjj^f^  expert  phyfician  in  his  fei-vice,  who,  he  was  furc, 
/coUld  cure  him  of  it,  if  any  of  that  profeflion  could.    Ka)i 
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M^  eafiiy  prevailed  upon  to  make  ufe  of  hlmi,ah4  was  <ffi;c- 
tedfjr  cirrol ;  aad  this  was  inducement  enough  to  him  fo 
Vemure  the  fendmg  Foncet  to  his  mailer's  court ;  to  which 
the  conful  not  only  readily  confented,  but  likewifc  feat,  a 
fetter  of  reccttniiiendation  by  him  to  thd  fick  monarch.    T^ie 
'  Jefuits  at  the  fa»ie  time,  who  were  highly  difpT^fifed  at  thoir 
bcBig  fet  afide  frcan  that  miflion,  to  make  room,  for  the  Ca- 
•pichins  and  other  friers,  made  ufe  of  aij  their  interelt  to  i>e 
re-admitted  into  it,  atid  to  have  fome  of  their  fociety  permit- 
tecf  to  accompany  the  faid  phyfician  into  AbiJJtnia\  alleging^ 
'  tfat  the  catholic  converts  which  were  in  that  empire  were 
tyrowu  flock :  and  accordingly  Father  fr.  Xavicr  de  Bre-  .     , 

'vedent,  a  man  cf  great  piety,  zeal,  and  learning,  efpecially 
'faaftronomy,  ^s  allowed  ta  go  with  him  as  one  of  his  re^ 
^tre.    They  embarked  upon  the  Nile,  along  with  tie  <e»-  EmUM 
ttew's  h&or  Jgi  JiaJif  on  die  loth  cf  June;  and^  after  ^  on  the 
[Igngand  tedious  journey  h(Oth  by  land  and  water,,  which  we  N^^* 
*lfiaftpafe  by  as  foreign  to  otff  fobjcft,  they  arrived  at  Barko^  a 
^lmall  town  about  half  a  day's  journey  from  the  city  of  (Jun^ 
iir,  on  the  3d  o(  July  of  the  following  year  j  and  there  the 
gxii  old  father  died  of  a  dyfentery^  occafioncd  by  his  taking 
Sic  feeds  of  the  In&in  pine-apple,  which  he  had  brought 
lorn  Tripofy  in  Syria^  ana  which,  it  feems,  are  a  very  dan- 
fcrous  remedy  ^ 

\  PONCKT,  having  ftaid  there  td  refrelh  Wmfetf  till  the  Reception 
Irft  of  the  fame  month,  purfued  his  journey,,  and  arrived  «^  ^^'^^^^ 
fee  at  Cundar  on  the  evening;,  aiid  met  yi^ith  a.  moft  gracious 
Reception  from  the  em^ror^  and  received  feveral  priviatc 
^tfe  from  hte,  tilf  be  was  recovered' of  hfs  fa.tigue,  which 
'tRSf  not  till  A^  roth  otjtugufi  followinjg,  'When  he  was  ho- 
itoorcd  IvMr  a  public  audience  of  him,  Vi^ifh  as  great  cere-  PubJicuu* 
'ibiy  a^  jf  he  had  been  an  ambaflador,    Thc:  ap^rtme^it,  <*>*«»^ 
%ich  Jmd  been  afligned  t©  him  in  the  irtiperial  palace,  being 
fet  that  of  the  emperof  *s  cjiiMren,  he  was  condu(5ied  from  it 
^ftmittenof  the  clock  in'the  morfi|ing,  tfyrough  above  20 
^Wieft,  to  the  great  hall,,  \vhere  his  majefty  >yas'featpd  on  a     ^    \ 
^^bone  or  couch,  covered'wif  h  a  carpet  .oj  red  damaljc^  flp\V^red  /  . ; ;  * 
with  gddj  TOtind  about  which  were  {everat^jtar^cufiiloni^i    ' '  *  \  ^ 
ftitrotdered  likewtfe  with  g6jd.    'This  couch,.' .<^  "Which  the 
ftorfeet  Were  of  mafllve  fiJV*sr,  was  placed  in;  an  alcove  a^ 
Ike  bottom  of  the  hall,  and  covered  with  j  3ome  all  fhining 
■  Viih  gcrfd  andf  azure.  '    .  .    '  "^  .^ 

The  empd['oi'  appealed  covered  with  a  rtcK  U%  veft  with  The  emfe- 
loDgfleevcs,  and  alfo  embroidered  with  gold  ;  and  the  fcaff r^rV ^j^^, 

■  '  '  ' '       '.    .  /. ;."■    '       ■&<•'.."-,, 

■  PoNc'fiT,,p.  40.  ^  ,"[    '  •     v-r* 
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with  which  he  was,  girt  was  wrought  in  the  fame  coftly  ma»- 
His  head  was  bare,  and  lus  hair  braided  with  great 


ner 


neatn^fs,  and  a  large  emerald  glittered  with  fingular  maje% 
on  his  forehead*  He  was  glone  in  the  alcove^^  and  lat  crofc 
legged  on  his  throne  after  the  caftern  manner ;  his  great  lord* 
ftanding  on  each  fide  m  their  ranks,  with  their  hands  acrdi 
one  upon  the  other,  and  obferving  a  profound  filence.  Upon 
his  approaching  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  paying  him  the 
ufiial  proftration,  he  had  the  lingular  honour  to  kifs  h!| 
hand,  and  prefented  him  with  Monfieur  Maillefs  lettaf 
Dt/re  of  which  being  interpreted  to  him,  he  exprefled  himielf  hig\it 


once 

Lewis 

XIV 


III-     in  favour  of  the  French  m6narch  his  matter,  inquired  mud^ 
y)ith  after  the  royal  family,  the  extent  of  his  doniimons,  powgric 


grandeur,  tfc.  and  feemed  highly  pleafed  with  the  accouBl 
he  gave  him;  the  refult  of  which  was,  that  he^xpreffc'* 
defire  of  entering  into  aii  alliance  with  him,  and  to  obi 
one  of  his  daughters  to  give  in  marriage  to  the  prince 
fon.    ■'...'  '.".""" 

This  is  the  (ubftance  of  this  public  audience,  .and 
^other  private  ones,  he  had  with  that  prince,  which  we  ii( 
ITtt  eha-    Dot  enter  into  a  detail  of  here.     The  charafter.our  au  ' 
raSer.      gives  us  of  him  is,  that  he  appeared  to  be  about  forty 
years  of  age',  tall  and  handfome  beyond  any  of  his,  coi 
courteous  and  generous,  wife^  prudent,  and  warlike,  and  J 
• ,  ,     religious,  that  though  he  had  not  yet  finifhed  the  courfe 
phyfic  which  the  doftor  had  ordered  him,  yet  he  would  m 
'Bt'voihn,  abfent  himfelf  from  church  oh  the  feftival  of  the  afTumpd 
of  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  which  is  there  jcclebratcd  with 
pomp  *nd  ceremony,  the  Abuna  officiating  in  his  pontifia- 
.  ,    libus,  and  the  emperor  aflifting  at  it  with  all  his  jiumeroi 
^  court  in  their  mofl  pompous  drefs,  while  the  army  was  dra^ 

up  in  the  beft  order,  and  accompany  him  to  and  from  i 
church,  and  heighten  the  grandeur  of  th^  feftivity  by  diei 
fliouts,  firings,  and  warlike;  mulic.    The  eniperca-  dining 
ne  «w-     ^'^.^^  ^^y  *^  p^bHc,  and  P^nctt  teing  allowed  a  table  near 
frefs  con-  o^n,  the  emprefs,  who  HadTikew.ue  fome  ailment  to  confi 
y*</// Pi)n*  him  about,  appeared  in  the  aftigrnoon  in  great  pomp ;  up( 
cct,  which,  the  whole  court  withdrew,  except  he,  who  was  ory 

dered  to  ttay.     She  appeared  imagnificently  cloathed,  anl 
-covered  all  over  ^Ith  jewels.*    She  had  a  fair  complexion  ana 
majcfti^  porte ;  and,  after  (he  had  confiilted  him  about  her 
„  health,  her  cufiofity  ind.u<:ed.ber  to alk 
'*''.'      ,  the  Fr<?«<^  ladies,  their  drefs^  4^:.  •     .   .  j 

Pbiitfet*/^  '•  It  is  plain,  'however,  that  in  what  he  fays  of  both  thefr 
mccounf  majefties,  and  other  perfons  of  iju^lity^wearing  of  variety  of 
aprgnt    jewels,  and  the  dcfcription 'he  gives  of  iev€ral.ofT^he  empc- 
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ror^^  and  fomo  of  the  princes  and  ptinoefKs,  (lately  paHzces^/rom  tb$ 
aj.vefl  ^  ioif  Gonddr,  whic^  he  ftylcs  the  capital  city  oF^^* 
StUopia,  and  of'fom^  Other  towte  and  places  of  note,  h^ 
Contradi6b  the  uhaninlbus  account  which  all  the  Portugiaji 
jldters  have  given  us  of  tha^  etepire  ^,  except  the  f)omrni- 
.jntafrjar  Urreta,  who  is  univerfally  cried  do\(m  as  a  fafafuldnk 
"^^t^     The  citj  of  Cun^r,  6r,  as  Mr^  Ludolfk  wtitcs  itv 
r  'i  is,  ac^rding  to  him,  an  imperial  camp,  and  not 
dty,  mnph  lefs  the  metropolis  of  the  empire  (A) ;  that  titli 
longing  only  to  the  decayied  ta^n  of  Axuma^  as  we  have 
where  (hewn  *.    IfcUce  it  is,  that  his  and  Mr.  Mdillet  the  Cried 
h  qonful's  enemies  liave  not  fcrnplcd  to  expofe  his  ac^  ^'^^  ^'* 
t  oiAbiJfmicL,  and  ^1  that  he  hath  faid'of  it,  as.a  pidc^/^^<?'0'' 
fergery,  contrived  by'thwn  to  ifnpofe  upon  th^  French 
and  even  to  affirm  that  the  former  was  never  in  Abi/t 
This  is  indeed  looked  upoh  by  the  more  candid  part 
inanKhd  as  an  unjuft  and  invidious  refleftion  oix  tbeni 
yet  as  fomc  other  difficulties  havi^ije^ii  Wfed'againft' 
which  are  not  quite  removed,  we  fliaii  fufpehd 'our 
ait,  till  time  furnilhes  us  with  fome  new  account  or    ^  * 
ivery,  which  ^ay  fenablc  us  to 'fix  it  with  more  certalhqr 
we  can  at  prefent.      '    - 

^ocome,  therefore,,  to  the  conduiion  of  this  rdatioh,  Pon*  Obtains 

laving  fucceeded  in  the  cure  of  the  empoforand  hU  fa-^  ^^«w  /• 

bxkt  enjoying  only  a  cr^zy  ftkte  of  health  in  that  hot  retum. 

'  <  See  before,  p.  33.     '        ^■'  Lib.  ii.  c.  1 3.  'Sec  be*, 

m,  ibid.  *  See  Lx  Ghamd,  ubi  fup.  406, 8e  feq.  408^ 


\A)  And  yeft  it  is  plain,  that 
Be^ir  a(nd  Tbt^ventf  ha3 
the  fkine  miftaker;:  ^ 
of  whom  calls  it.^'vif^ 
^thet  latter  GiMfo;';  «itd 
9^ti  it  the  metropolis  of 
r  ({),  ftS  the  Jrabsdn  geo- 
Kef  -had  done  before  them 
Neither  need  we  mwA, 
'  at  it|  the  antient  mesro* 
I  Jxuma  being  reduced  in- 
itll'ftjpoor village,  in  which  ar^ 
\v»  mdkeps  left  of  its  priftine 
fi^ty,  but  die  old  chu^,  ill 
WUch  the  emperots  are  iftill 


croWiMd;  It  wa^  natnral  for 
thoie  foreigners  to  call  any  other 
in  which  thofe  monarchs  ttfidtd 
by  that  title,'  It  is  not  fo  eafy 
to  amount  for  Fai$cit,  who  re^ 
fided  foine  time  in  it,  flyling  it 
a  city,  if  it  was  no  other  than 
an  imperial  camp;  or  to  men* 
tion  its  loochur^es,  and  fe- 
vera^  palaces,  if  they  werie  no 
othei*  than  p«vilioi^ ;  unlefswe 
fdppofe  that  they  were  called  fo 
bv  the  EikhfiaHs  \  and  that  he 
itdl  followed  theftyle  of  his  in« 
terpreter. 
\. 

dk)  Vide  Q§K  fult,  in  Alfar.  c,  ^ 

T  2  country. 


J4P  XJr«j^miUi^(^        B.  X,V1, 

QQiDOitiT,  refoLved,  if  i^offible*  to  j^ct  out  of  it  3f  foop  ji&h^ 
. ,  te  powjdl*    TBe  difficirft j  w^s,  l^ouc,  ta  pbtiin  tJ^tboaircV^  I 
' '  jjf rmiflion^j  who  was  by  that  time  t^cpme  yeryfonS  of  fcnij^j 
and  blsBiedicii^,  a&d  his  method  of  tre^tiog  his  p,d€ni%- 
He  waa  therefore  pbUged,  to  tell  hiflfi,  that.  If  Ke  ftsud  m^  J 
IbngejT  in  liis  doinin^'oas,  dcatl^i  wouW  fdqn  put  it  out  of 
power  to  beany  lon|;er  fery^ceaWe  to  him;  but  thatijC 
could  tie  yj?t<mitte<f  to  breathe  hi&  own  native  air,  d)e 
expedient  that  could  recover  bim,  he  jhigit  then '^en^ 
as  foon  as  he  found  his  health  ftt5lcient;Iy  confirmed,  to  re] 
•   aaidTcnew  hisfcfrvices  to  him,    Theg^od emperor» firft 
by  fuch  pow^rful|^rwxtives,  and  hip  xooft  foleain  oatlbs  a 
prQroijTes,  ccm^efiteid.  to  I^is  departwe',  though  m^ch^  agjjj, 
his  will,  anfj,  p,9t  without  oblilpg  him  to.fweaf  op.  thejfc 
Gofpel,  tnat  he  would  not  faU  of  performipg^.  hj$.  pToj^^ 
and  reiurning;^to.h4m  as  foon  as  he  wasi  recovqr:eav    At, 
Morat       iame  tixne,'  tbe  vait  ^ecm,  whicli  he  h^d  iofpif  e<^  ti , 
fifit  am-    arch  with  for  the  kipg  his  m^flcr*  haMU)g  detiprmru^d 
bajfador    &ud  a]j..aw,baiJack)r-;o  n^ptiate  an  alrliaiw?e  witl^  J^p^  aj 
/^Lewis    j^d  h^n  foroie'-^ciivCdpra^ 

^^^-       pne  Abba  Cregpko^^  a^d  yeicjom wnded  hjun  to  Pc^cet  t.Q 
him  the  La/in  tongue;  but,  upon  fecond  thought^^^ bejj 
..-.   B;^adedbj.igi^^.^cr4j^  i^  ^^4^ 

Ippnarchs'ta,«^[%aitef9^^  rather  than  ottbw 

that  dengning  rairiifter  to  appomt  hi$  xouhg  Hepnew  to  tl 
e«iploynicnt  (B). .  4sccr4iPEly7  young  JMb/rtxf}j^prf)lid 


(B)  This  old  Morat ^  Mourat, 
px  iWrrar,  .had  berh  fi^iMk  i* 
ieeiiis»  in  Jbififmm,  ^^m  ftefd 
th«  reign  of;.tb«.QmpfirQr  JE^i 

veral  tDa()i9g.^o3rage»:to  JMun 
$iii  was  ^tlcng^ukiHitOiBAta* 
ma  by  tbait:  «on^i|ch*  ^'  h^ 
£iiccei£br,  with  aj^l^er>  tQ  th«l 
govcFRor^  aibta  ifyp^i  And  tberQ 
It  was  chat  htr  ha^lJv^  cOd^^ 
rencesi  with  Pakidt'Jloi^  whibb 
Mr.Ludblpb  ca^ed.*afiQCW9cd$ 
to  be  pubiiftied*.  giving  ail  aci'i 
count  of  t)j»disaftate.oC>^i!(0 
finia.  He  was  there  r^t^iy^ 
as  an  ambaiTador,  and  eafily 
Herfuftded  ikt^DUfih  tiat,  a)  very 
advantageous  commerce  mi^t 


be  fettled  between  them  and 
^M^tpitm,  by  *^  Wi^  9^ 
&rf  W, ;  npPft  -^^  «fe?y.. 
fal|ie;iMfl^l$  iji^tH^u^fK 

CtWig««l  ^  (§il  fe%#ft.V5^.^ 

Mi^  tHQ}ib^.br^Htt;)lfi»n 
wi$h:  \m.  %vk,  ©iM^oyi/rofl^. 

t^;  b^m  tkaii  l|^c.iH«ftigo 
fctt:b  tH«reM)p6r4Mr:{K  ps^ff^  ]vviji4)» 
•Bt.'Wiich  ^  (»«4d;99^;|seA2(4i 
xAl^Xk  in^his  4gitM^.9s,.aii4 
W.9P  MW  W^S^yp  bayeMJM 
with  him  the  prefents  that  wete 
dc£feiied  6>^Uiait!(qK>iH;ccbji  but 

tll«4afptci9t}s  HManknexcxky^ 

thciu- 


r 


<lcebrtd,  and  ordered  to  get  all  things  ready,  particularly  Pr^// 
Hbt  p):efeat§,  .^^hich  confifted  in  a  number  of  elephant^,  y^«/« 
honksj  abd  ybung  Eihiopidn  children  \   civet,   and  fome 
p-odufts  of  that  ^country.    His  chief  errand  at  the 
h  court,  befides  the  negotiating  the  alliance  above-men- 
^as,  as  he  inforn&ied  the  French  conful  at  Kairo  '*',  to        .    . 
from  ttat  monarch  an  able  engineer,  a. cahnon-founder, 
irmourer,  a  clockmaker.  Tome  architefts^  mafoos,  car- 
ters, lockfiniths,  gardeners,  glaziers,  and  a  good  phyfi^ 
,  or  furgeon, 

fONCET,  being  very  preffing  for  his  departure,  obtained  Poncet 
^  audience  of  leave,  which  was  equally  pompous  with  thc/ais  out 
\  and  xnuch  more  tender  on  both  fides.     The  ambaflador  before 
'at  was  detained  fome  time  longer  by  the  emperor,  whilft  ^'^• 
,iJas  to  ^^t  for  him  at  bevarowa,  the  capital  of  the  king-  ^"  ^"^^'' 
jl'bf  Tigre ;  to  which  he  was  to  be  condufted  by  a  con-  ^^^^f ', 
fa1)!e  efcorte  by  the  emperor's  orckrs ;  who  had  likewife  ^^^J* 
^tched  his  commands  to  all  the  governors  of  the  pro-  ^q^  ^' 
i&  through  which  Ije  pafled,  to  receive  him  with  all  pof- 
honours,  and  to  ftirnifh  him  with  every  thing  he  want- 
which  -svas  punftually  performed  by  them.     He  fet  out 
rdingly  from  Gundar  on  the  2d  of  May  1700,  and,  at 
end  ef  two  months  and  a  half,  during  which  he  found 
fiealth  to  mend  gradually,  he  arrived  fafely  at  the  capital  Arn<vei 
^e-mentioned,  aqd  naet  with  an  honourable  reception «/ Dcva- 
\  theBahr-nagalh  of  that  provinqe  *.        ,  '  rowa. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  there,  news  came  from  court  oiF  the 
ith  of  prince  Bafd^   the  emperor's  eldeft  fon,  who  was     , 
y  carried  off  by  a  majignaijt  fever,  in  th^  19  th  year 


"Md.  ibid.  p.  88,  &  fei 

|tAllD,p.  408. 


felres  from  intrufting  them 
lis  hands ;  (b  that  be  was 
ta  fi^il  i^way  withoiit 
They  wcufied  a  whole 
fer  his  return,  to  qo  'pur- 
s  and  at  length  retarocd 
B  as  ithey  came. 
This  tranfa^ipn  w€  fhould 
Jirdly  have  heard  any  thing  of, 
flhd  it  not  been  for  Mr.  /*<?«- 
««rf)-wiit>  4ttoe  aii  account  of  it 
\  totho  french  conful  at  Kmroy  in 
^^^^yRSfL  him  agaaiiitthe 


iq.*  ^  See  his  Memoirs,  apudL I 

ibid,  p,  91,  &  feq. 

Tcheats  and  impofitions  of  th^ 
^lilre  nature,  which  are  frequent- 
iy  Committed  by  Gr^e^j,  Af-me- 
niaus,  and  others ;  of  \v4iich  he 
gives  him.  fonje,  further  in- 
ftances  in  the  fame  letur  (%), 
But  one  may. fafely  infer  from 
that  of  old  Morat^  that  his  vicvv 
was  not  much  better,  when  h© 
recommended  his  nephew  Mo- 
tut  Ibert  Magdehon  as  a  prop'^r 
perfon  to  be  fent  ambaflsidor  to 
tbe^rtof^iS'CQQrt;   '       •   *    ^ 


c  ,3\  ttGfMad,  Rtlat,  Uip,  jTAbifftn,  P,  162,  ^^Edit.  Paris  iqz%^ 
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of  his  age,  and  within  eight  days  after  his  return  from  a 
campaign  in  which  he  had  accompanied  his  Yatlier,  and  where'; 
in  he  had  highly  fignalized  himfelf  againll  xh&Callas^  zai 
Prtnpe       had  kilkd  eight  of  them  i*ith  his  own  hand.    His  lofs  w 
Bafilidcs   lb  much  the  more  regretted,  as  he  was  endowed  with  allfbe^ 
his  cha^     good  qualities  of  an  accompliihed  prince,  and  with  fuchfift*| 
rsUiir,      gular  bravery,  that  one  day  feeing  his  father  fall  into  an  aaH 
bufcade  of  the  enemy,  he  ran  with  all  poflible  fpeed  tp  m 
affiftance,  pierced  through  the  thickeft  crouds,  and  chaigg 
them  with  fuch  furprifing  valour,  that  he  refcued  him,  as 
favcd  his  life  at  the  utmoft  peril  of  his  own.     But  that  whid 
moft  endeared  him  to  the  people,  was  his  love  to  them,  aiii 
the  concern  heihewed  for  their  poverty  and  mifery,  occafioi 
cd  by  the  avarice  and  tyranny  of  his  pobles  and  officers ;  il 
Tomuch  that  the  riieffenger,  whp  brought  the  news  of  I 
.   death,  faid,  that  the  young  prince  made  it  his  dying  rcqii 
to  his  father,  on  the  laft  vifit  he  paid  to  him  a  little  before 
expired,  that  he  would  eafe  them  of  that  grievous  burd^ 
and,  to  his  great  fatisfaftion,  obtained  a  previous  promifefil 
his  afHifted  father,  accompanied  with  a  flood  of  tears  ^. 
Fuiural         Upon  the  receiving  the  news  of  that  prince's  untime 
^hf  quits,   death,  the  Bahr-nagafhes,  or  governors,  caufed  it  tobepp 
.     lifted  by  the  found  of  the  trumpet  both  at  Devarcrwa  i 
through  all  the  provinces  of  the  Tigran  kingdom  5  af 
which,  every  one  appeared  in  the  dcepeft  mourning.    ( 
the  day  following,  his  funeral  obfequies  were  performed 
the  great  church  of  that  city  with  more  than  ufual  folc 
nity  *,  and  lafted  three  whole  days,  according  to  cuftom, 
the.  mean  while,  the  emperor  being  obliged,  upon  that  (x 
fion,  to  abftain  from  all  public  bufmefs,  prevented  MorA 
being  difpatched  fo  foon  as  was  at  firft  expcfted  ;  and  Ponc 
becoming  more  and  more  uneafy  at  his  delay,  and  afraid 
lofmg  the  monfoon,  fent  word  that  he  would  wait  for'himi 
Cedday  a  fmall  fea-port  on  the  Red  Sea.  From  thence,  ai 
other  letters  which  he  fent  to  the  conful  at  Kairj)^  one  of 
was  to  acquaint  him  with  the  impoffibility  of  procuring  ad«' 
miiTion  to  any  of  the  miifionaries  into  j^HJinia,  and  infona* 
ing  him  that,  upon  his  firft  coming  thither,  above  100,000 
priefts  and  monks  had  raifed  a  revolt  againft  the  emperorj 
arid  that  they  had  done  the  feme  upon  hearing  ihat^nEngB/b 
veflel  had  appeared  upon  that  coaft,  and  that  the  emperor  was 
fending  an  ambaffador,  with  horfes,  elephants,  and  Ethiopm 
children,  into  Europe^ \  .which  letter  is  dated  Oecemierii^ 

7  Jbid.  p.  103,  &  feq.  .  ^ .    ".DeWs,  videfwp.  ^.hT^iiit^* 
•  X^iCkanp,  ibid.  p.  161,  <S:feq, 


C4^  the  EfHpin  p/.AlAf&m: 

1700.    After  having  waited  there  fome  timc^^h^rcodi'^Bi 

kter  from  Morat,  that  he  could  not  come  to  him  fo  Tooq  as 

.ledefigoed;  upon  which,  he  fet  out  for  mount  ffiknV  which 

he  was  defirous  to  vifit,  and  where  Morat  agreed  to  join  hun* 

Jk  came  to  him  accordingly  a  month  after,  t>ut  in  a  mifer- , 

1;^  plight,  having  been  firll  deprived  of  the  Miffiiu  chil- 

4ren  he  was  to  carry  into  France  by  the  king  of  Mecca^  and, 

|b  complete  his  misfortune,  the  yeflel  in  which  the  prefents 

!,.had  been  call  away.    They  fet  out  from  Sinai,  and 

after  arrived  at  Suez  ;  whence  Poncet  fent  word. to  the 

ifid  of  his  coming  with  the  Mljfmian  ambaflador  by  the 

ivaD,  confifting  of  8000  camels.     Poncet  got  to  Kairo  tWO 

's  before  the  ambaffador,  to  get  all  things  ready  for  ,hii 

ition  *» ;  but,  upon  his  arrival,  fo  many  objeftions  were 

by  the  conful's  enemies  againll  his  credentials,  the  lofs 

prefents,  and  the  account  he  gave  of  himfcrlf  and  qbm- 

1,  ds  rendered  his  ambafly  abortive,,  and  prevented  his 

fent  to  the  French  court.     Soon  after  whicfi,  new  ob- 

)VA  wiere  raifed,  difcoveries  made,  or  pretended  to  be 

and  the  whole  affair  of  Poncet's  voyage,  and  Morat*s 

jr,  cried  down  as  a  mere  impofitiop  f. ,,; 

Since  that  time  we  read  of  nothing  reiating  to  this  cm- 

■^^  but  of  fruitlefs  and  difaftrous .  attempts  made  by  the 

ionaries  to  get  into  it  again,  biit  of  notrung  that  has  been 

ifafted  in  it ;  fo  careful  have,  the  46iJJine  monarchs  been, 

the  help  of  their  Mohammedan  neighbours,  to  deprive  us 

all  further  intelligence  from  thence.     We  fhaU  therefor^ 

ording  to  a  former  engagement,  clofe  up  this  hiftory  wit!^ 

(hort  abflraA  of  the  furprifing  account  given  of  this  <;ele- 

~  empire  by  that  romantic  writar  Ludovig^  deUretta^^  a 

icaa  frier,  often  mentioned  in  this  chapter,  and  printed 

VakntiOf  anno  1610;  not  doubting  but  fuch  aiketch  wiU 

aiCceptable  to  our  ^nglijb  readers,  efpecially  as  his  whole 

ity,  notwithftanding  the  many  and  confidcrable  appro- 

which  his  romantic  performance  carries  in  its  front, 

fo  many  vouchers  pf  its  truth  (C}f  have  been  fince  made 

.   ■  \     fo 

i\  ^  PoNciT,  )bid.  p.  ii9»ad  fin.  *  SeeLcGaARO,  ubi 

t/«p.&feq.  a73,&ieq.  }93,  & feq.  406,  414, 428,  441^  &  aliU 
IfiC  See  alio  before,  p.  lo* 
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'  <C)  tiU'imfc  oaune  out  U- 
<^ftd»  am^vod»  add'jvoixfaed, 
»y  no  lets  men  thM.  Doni^^- 
Wflr^ir  5mtf,  doctor  of  laws, 
iichdqiCQA  xiXefiva,  csiKm 


of  the  church  of  Fabnttu^  and 
vicar-ffeneral  and  oficial  of  the 
archbtfliop  of  that  city ;  Jum 
pAfyuak  re^or  of  the  church  of 
^t^m^rHn^  and  licenferof  the 
Y  4  ^    patr^'arck 
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JnaB'     fc  alhamcd  of  It,  that  they  have  fpared  'neither  paias  aor    i 
flra^  of   cpft  to  get  and  deftroy  all  the  copies  they  couldget  into  their 
Urctta'i^  hands  (D),  In  order  to  fuppr^fs  fo  authentic  k.  monument  of 
Ethiopic*  ^htir  zeal  and  fertile  invention  to  fenrc  their  caufe,  or  the  ia- 
hiftory.      xj^^  of  their  Order,  whenever  it  chan(:cs  to  want  fome  frdb 
fi^pport,  as  it  feemed  to  do  very  much  at  that  time,  when  the 
liiing  reputation  of  the  Jefuitical  fociety  began  fo  effeftually 
*[he  aw     ^  edipfc  their  own ;  and  if  fome  copies  have  happily  efcaped 
thor's        ^^^^  diligent  fearch,  and  have  b^cn  preferved  in  the  hands 
monfirous  of  proteftants,  we  may  probably  fuppofe  i^  to  be  owing  to  the 
fretenas    tinlverfal  butcry  which  the  whole  tril)e  of  the  miflionarics. 
tofmccrity  Specially  the  Jcfuits,  r^ifed  againA  it,  from  the  moinent  of 
exploded,    its  appearing  in  print,  and  ekcited  the  curioli.ty  of  Arangers,  \ 

f'  irticularly  Proteftants,  afterfointerefting  and  extraordinary  ^ 
piece,  io  plainly  defigned  to  blaft  the  credit  of  all  that  \aA 
been  faid  or  written  by  other  hands  concerning  the  Bthi^ 
church  and  empire;  but  fo  unhappily  and  injudiciouDy  cxci 
cuted,  and  ftuffed  >Vith  palpable  forgeries,  that,  but  for  6n* 
hnmber  of  champions  on  the  other  fide,  and  thp  pains  thef ' 
took  to  expofe  it,  it  might  probably  never  have  reached  fpr 
reign  parts,  but  bceni  confined  to  its  native  foil,  for  whofe  bci 
nefit  and  inftruftion  it  was  profeflcdly  comj^ed,  as  bdng| 
more  naturdly  difpofed  to  fwallow^  all  fuch  Knds  of  pioor 

5 prodigies  ;  though  even  there  he  hath  not  been  negligent  of ^ 
uch  artifices  as  were  moft  likely  to  make  tben^  pa^  for  ^oit'  > 

tzxA^ch  of  Aatioch,  and  arch-  which   the  Dominicans  hxvi 

ilhop  at  Fakntia  j  Father  ^a.  made  of  it,  hath  favoured  the 

fhaelRiphcft,  ftior  provinetal  of  world  with  the  following  ftort 

^heOomkiMxiiis  io  thekkigdom  abftraft  of  it  oiilt  of  the  orij^ 

yi  Arfta^i  Jrather  ijifa»  dt  abI,  .  then  in  his  hands,  m1 

Jhttttj,   anal  Father  Jtrot^ntQ  which,  lie  lelis  us,  Jie  carefafl}r 

Mta^  liconfers  of  the  hqly  ofike  .  pftferved,  as  worUiy  to  he  b^ 

of  theinguifition;  all  of  whom  queathed^  after  )hifi  deatb»  to  I 

give  the  hi^heft  co^imendaiions  library ;  whie^,  Co  nfe  bis  owp 

In  their  feveral  licences,  both  to  .  words,  next  to  that  ofEtbitfia^ 

th«  hiftory  and  its  anthof  t  to  is  the  greatetl  in  the  world  (ij. 

StU  which  we  may  add, '  that  it  We  may  add,  that  his  excellesC  i 

is  dedicated  to,  and  patronized  hiftory  of  the  EthiMc  c^urdi* 

'by,  cht  maftar  of  d^elacred  pa-  being  dfo  become  no  feh  dif- 

iteca  X\y  icalt  to  be  met  with,  exctm  in 

(D)  This  we  have  from  the  the  gteat^fl^Mes,  or  in  oofc 

learned  and  reverend  compiler  of  t)ie  curious,  was  the  xnain 

of  thd  ekiiKh^kilbvfy  oflt^to-  notmtlucPiii^lAid  U«  to  Kimi* 

|u«,  wJho  iftdiag  that  hook  tiv*  pkmt  the'^Ud'AMRiA  inta^'tth 

*«oine'ican:ehy  tkedefbttflnm  part^  osyK^  ^"•" 

rent; 


r 
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rent;  nor  fcrapled  to  introduce  hi$  rquaantic kgend  with  th<i 
moft  folema  procdbtions  of  iinc^rity ;  ^vid  bolfUy  appeals  t^ 
fafiaven,  and  all  its  faints^  for  the  truth  of  its  conteats  i  tkff 
wc  are  toid  by  better  and  more  ixnpairtial  hand^,  that  there  l^ 
liot  on^  fyllable  true  throughout  the  'wM^  book  (£J.    Nor 

.  hath 
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(E)  Thefe  are  bur  Uttthor*8 
*wn  words;  to  which  1i^  adds, 
dist  he  dodi  not  remember  to 
b&vc  ^ver  (eeo  a  hiftorj,  ii|  any 
lan^aage  thsu  had  more  of  the 
auigilierial  air  of  trtifh  io  it  ^ 
thc'^uthor  iceroingevejf  y-wberc 
bvalae  hixnfelf  exfremelv  oa 
ldl.fi(}jedity ;  and  hii^ar^  of  fet- 
tofdown  tiothing  withoiit  he- 
fag;  itfk  weH  aifured  of  its 
(luth;  appealing  odUllbitidy  to 
iiatfaeiitic  xecar£^  tho*^  I,  gtezp 
my  ofif,  for  fuch.  fidihoods  as 
M  the  lead  colour  «f  truth  in 
Ibem. 

Vhat  is  flill  more  locking 
H)  that  fabulous  author,  is  the 
'iqpoftrophe^  or  addrefs,  with 
wMth  he  concindes  the  legend 
of  the  lives  of  many  Domini-, 
can  faints  and  martyrs,  fome  of 
which,  we  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, were  never  in  nature,  or, 
if  tfaey  were,  did  never  belong 
iidier  to  his^urch  or  order. 
%is  as  follows: 

*'  Moil  glorious,  iUuibious, 
^  and  holy  faints^  who  being 
^*  ^nt»w  in  the  celeftiidl  palaces 
^  eloathed  with  robes  of  im- 
.'^.morcaltty,  do  enjoy  the  clear 
*«^  vifiott  of  the  moft  hdy  Tri- 
**  nity,  and  being  divefted  of 
*f-Ae  bodiiy  weapons^  where- 
*'  with  you  fbqght  fo  nfanfally 
.♦*"in-'the  wqrld,  are. now  feaced 
**..  twdertbeihade  of  theyido^ 
**  rioui'  palgl.'aAdvqi^mphant 
'*  laorel,  in  the  pavilions  of 
''  glory-;  pardon  nae  all  iny 
**  nuilts,  pardon  all  my  ttrors, 
.'^*'^ai4on  my  incapacity,  and 
*'  the  injury  I  have  done  the 


•«.  height  of  youf  triumph,wor- 
*«  thy  of  ak\  iminortal  trophy, 
•*  by  my  rude  pen  ;  and  pray 
*•  for    me;   O    moll  ^iorious 
''  fatets,  who».  in  company  6f 
*'  cheiangelic  fpihts«  a«Ki  in  th« 
**  celeftial  choir  of  God,  fin^ 
*^  the  Sa>ictus  of  the^afsta 
««  the  jnoH  holy  Trinity,  and 
**  are  pcrjjetually  employed  in 
**  thepraifes  of  Gbd,  pardon 
•<  the  unpolxlhednefs,  fliortnefs, 
**  and  gro^nefs,  of  my  tongue  , 
**  your  prowefs  being  fo  great, 
*•  yoiir  Worics  fo  heroic,  and 
**  vidories  fp  glorious,  that  no« 
*^  thine  lefs  than  the  tongu^^s  off 
**  angels  are  fit  to  celebrate 
*•  them.    Jray  for  us,  O  ex- 
**  ahed  princes,  who  live  as 
•*  grandees  of  the  celediat  pa- 
"  lace,  and  are  as  Anight j  of.th^ 
*'  GOLPEN  KBYinthecounciU 
"  chamber  of  God,  being  al- 
*•  wny*  ki  his  prefeiice.  Pardoci 
•♦that  little  I' hare  wrote  of 
**  your  exploits,  your  glory  be; 
•"  ing  fef  great,  that  no  peni  ex- 
^*  cept  it  be  taken  from  aipt 
**  •an^haAgel's  wing,  is  fittoce- 
«  Ubi^fe  them.    Pray  for  uj^ 
"  moil  "glorious  ftars  of  heavep^ 
*•  ttoft  ¥e(plendent.meteorrof 
<'  the  earth,  golden  ardfans  oif 
**  the  Chufch,  and  the  brigh^ 
♦*  light  of  the  pREOiCANT  on- 
«'  DER,  who,  from  your  thun*^ 
>**  dering  pulpits,  awakened  tKe 
**  v^orM^  cddfdunding  heretics 
*<  and  pagahs,-' and  converting 
"  fouls  to  God.  Pardon,  if  the 
**  brightnefs  of  your   virtue* 
'*  are  eclipfed  by  the  fmall  part . 
*'  I  have  celebrated  of  them. 
*•  And 
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hath  he  been  Icfs  fparing  of  his  inveftive  ccnfurcs  on  the  Je- 
iAis' Me/jpeius  znA  Mariana^  for  having,  as  hechargts  them, 
Ibid  afide  that  ftrift  regard  to  truth,  which  becomes  a  Chri- 
fthm  hiftorian.  And  as  for  thofe  who  ihall  dare  to  queflioQ 
his  veracity,  he  mak^  no  fcruple  to  rank  them  amongft  the 
hetd  of  fceptict^  who  doubt  the  truth  of  every  tMng.  Hc^ 
SSil  falls  more  feverely  foul  on  proteilants,  as  confcious  that 
they,  of  all  hi$  other  ChriftiaA  readers,  will  be  the  moft  ready 
to  di(beUeve  and  ridicule  bi»  pious  narrative ;  thanking  bis 
Gody  that  be  doth  net  wdte-it  for  the  perufal  of  a  Lutbeff 
Qilyin^  or  other  excommimicated  heretics,  who  ^norandy, 
laihly, -bniti/hly,  and  bhrphemoufly,  deny  the  profitable  in- 
terceffion  of  the  moft  glorious  faints  with  God ;  but  for  the 
OHnfort  and  benefit  rf  his  moft  catholic  countrymen;  xvho 
Jnftly  ^aft  a  faith  ever  untainted  by  all  (uch  hcrely  and  er- 
fdneoiis  doftrlnes,  as  bis  neighbours  the  French,  Etigli/h^Scc, 
havfefuflfered  theirs  \p  be  corrupted  with;  an4  therefore 
hopes  wUi  mpre  readife  credit  his  M^hole  narrative,  cfpccially 
as  it  comes  recomme&ded  to  them  by  fo  many  emineat  li» 
C€;nfers,  as  a  work  o£  wonderful  edificaidon  and  comfort  to 
4U  pious  fouls ;  moft  of  whom  likewife  v6uch  for  the  truth 
«f  it* '  Who  thofe  licenfers  and  youf:hers  were,  we  have 
Ibewn'in  a  former  nott;  and  what  charaftier  and  t banks  they 
ddferve  for  their  commendatory  fanftibn  to,  fuch  a  romantic  J 
heap  of  pious  forgeries,  the  reader  will  be  beft  able  to  judge 
from  thefoUowing  esctr^fl: out  q(  it.    .. 

^*  And  nrayior  us,  yeapoftolic  •*  my  igaorancc,  and  pray  ftr 

'**  preacners,  who  are  now  in  '<  qs.       .        . 

•*  4hi»ing  glory  before  the  Fa*  •*  Sacred  virgins,  ihining  now, 

<f  tbcr  of  lights.    Pardon  me,  "  iayoor  ttligious  a(^arel,fbe 

*«  ii  your  travels,  peregrina-  "  glory  of  the  world,  the  ho- 

*'  tkms,  labpurs,  fermons,  vir-  **  nowr  of  heaven,  the  bright- 

'*tues,  and  prodigies,  or  if  the  <^nefs  of  human  nature,  and 

"  ,^j>ry  of  your  gloiy  i*.;not  *'.  the  fpecial  ornament  of  tht 

'^  magnlEed  as  it  deferyes  i  Ml  '^  Dominican  Order,. pardon  all 

**  .pray  for  us,  valiant  martyrs,  "  the  defers  of  this  book,  With 

if  who,  with, your .VJpodl,  <;ob*  •*,  regdxd  ta  yoor  praifes ;  and 

"  firmed  the  truth  0/ jfaegpfpel,  "  pray  for  9s .♦.  >4Ww.V 

**  conquered  tyrant,  triui|vph<>  ..Thius  .much  may>  faffice  to 

<«  ed  over  wildJbeaiSs,  and^with  fl)ew  the  flying  as  well  as  ro* 

/\your  hand^ifi^U  of  pa)  dm,  ^x^antic.fpirit  of  the  author,  and 

*^  and  your  heads^p'.Qwned^yich  what  credit  is  to  be^iv«itta]ii5 

,'**  Jl^arels.  are  enWd. ijnta.thc  ;hwp.*uf  piohiibigcrfes*.  "' ■ 

■.iite'aye%)yw..pala^*-.- Pardon  ,.   , :'i:iivi-,j  •).:'        .•  -^^^'^ 

0        .».*'V.if.-47.V^^vrnlf-nobi£q  .-^rlt-ii't  ** 

.....     »,  .J.,  lu'i **      '•\i    .,:i^hfi.>Mr  V    '   i    AfT^^ 
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4fi^£R  along  and  pompous  account  of  the  feting  dut  oCEtMopia 
clgHt  of  his.  Dominican  'fraternity  from  Rcme,  to  the  Jivfyi'^^^  ^^ 
Land,  accompanied  with  a  holy  filler  of  tbeikme  ordor,  annah'^^^''^ 
131 6,  and  their  vifi ting  the  holy  city,  fepuclchre,  and  oth^r*^^*^*^'^ 
places  Inland  about  Jtrujalem^  thefe  nine  pioa»  pilgrims  went  .; 

thence.down  IntoJE'^/^  and  palTed  quickly  afterwards  into 7'iftr/tf^&  . 
Ahijfxniay  where  they  applied  themfelves  to  the  learning  of  tbe^  bu 
language  of  the  country,  and  made  fuch  furprifiag  progr«f$.*(?*f-0**  ^ 
in  it,  that  in  a  few  days  they  were  able  to  preach  to  the  in-v^*'^^ 
habitants,  to  the  great  aftoniihment  of  all  that  heard  them,^^^^^ 
and  foon  after  of  the  whole  empire.     Their  fermons  ^^^^^r^ectttiom 
failed  pf  bcipg  accompanied  by  fome  extraordinary  miracle,  at  fourth 
which  gave  an  irrefragable  faoiflion  and  evidence  to  all  they- 
faid ;  infomuch  that  tl^eir  proOytes  became  nearly  as  nume- 
rous as-their  hearers.     Their  famefoon  reached  the  imperial     -   «  -  "^ 
codn,  and  Pre/ler  John^  the  then  reigning  monarch,  amazed  • 
at  the  arrival  of  nine  fuch  unexpected  /bangers!,  and  much 
more  at  their  doftrine  and  miracles,  thought  himfelf  obliged 
to  fend  them  a  kind  welcome  into  his  dominions^  as  well  as    - 
an  invitation  to  his. capital ;  and,  as  a  further  encouragen^nt 
and  mark  of  his  efteem,  he  was  pleafed  tograpt  them  a  ful) 
power  not  only  to  preach  their  ne^  gofpel  through  his  whojc 

empire,  but  likeNyife  to  build  as  many  convents  in  it  as  they  ^ 
fhould  think  proper,  to  promote  and  accelerate  the  converiioa 
of  his  fubjeas  to  their  church.  He,  moreover,  impowerol 
them  to  exercife  theh:  inquiiitorial  power  and  authority  over 
them  all,  engaged  his  royal  word  to  allow  them  all  the  privi*  . 
leges  and  immunities  which  their  order  enjoyed  in  the  L^ij% 
church.  A  lefs  encouragement  from  fo  great  and  abfolute  a 
monarch  would  have  been  more  than  fufficient  to  invite  fach 
zealous  preachers,  into  the  heart  of  his  empire ;  and  they  re- 
cdved  his  gracious  meiTages  with  fuch-^ateful  joy,  as  made 
them  overlook  all  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  fo  long  a  jour* 
ney ; .  fo  that  they  quickly  advanced  above  600  leagues  into 
his  dominions,  and  came  at  laft  to,  the  lake  Caffates^  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  equinoftial,  where  the  Nik  hathits  ipfilig* 
head,  near  the  mountains  of  the  moon.    ..  \      ^        ,. 

Here,  with  np  lefs  futprifing  expedition  a^  fuocefs,  thf^fbdrnfaft 
erefted  theh"  firft  and  moll  ftately  mpnaftery.    This  fpacioujS  convents 
building  was  foon  afterwards  foUowfed  by  others,  not  only  in  «*^^««* 
the  .kingdom  .of  C(?/^,  but  in  other  parts  of,  the  empire,  ^''''^' 
and  among  the  CaffreSi  quitC;  to  the  Cape  rf  Good  Hope*   The 
.numb^  of  their  pcopbitcs  multiplied  in  fudi  futprifing- pnj-  "^ 

.p(H:6on^.  that.thqr  monaileri^s  .were  quickly  filled-  a^  over- 
^ftockH.i^itKfuc^ 9f;.^h|g^^  ga^didates.forthe  Oi>» 

. omucfiaorder  i  among  A^^^qiSn^^.  VW  ^ajn^ikrifb  to 
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"^      get  ^dtmttafiee  i  and  moft  of  thoTe,  who  obtained  ir/bedone 
^erwards  almoft  as  famous  for  karnlng,  piety  atid  mitades, 
and  tna&y  of  then  for  their  martyrdoms  for  the^th,  as  thdr 
teachers. 
TedaV      "  BttY  the  moft  remarkable  for  his  teal  and  piety,  btittQoft 
inwvmffim  chiefly  for  hi&  extraonUiiary  miracles,  above  the  reft  of  their 
andm*     proTdlytes,  and  afterwards  of  their  profeflbrs,'^as  the  prince 
r«r/#/-     *t$tla  Hnymonott  the  emperor  Sakazah  and  cmprdTs  SaraV% 
'  only  fon,  who,  after  having  vrrought  fundry  miracles  daring 
his  infancy,  preferred  the  Dominican  habit  to  the  JBifinian 
/       "^  crown,  as  (bon  as  he  was  tome  of  age,  and  became  in  time 
the  chief  and  glory  of  his  order,  being  daily  honotired  with 
the  vifit  of  angels,  who  brought  him  down  from  heaven  the 
bread  and  wine  which  he^  confecrkted  at  mafs.  .  Neither  di(f 
kivereJ    ^c  a<igek  alone  ^xprefs  their  ambition  to  attend  trpontliis 
^brutes*  Extraordinary  perfon ;  for  the  very  brutes,  and  even  thofe 
^  the  wildeft  and  moft  dangerous  kind,  as  Upns,  tygers» 
wtdves^  crocodiles,  ferpentSj  and  othd"  noxious  creatures,  ga- 
thered after, him  \n  (hoals,  as  often  as  he  went  out  to  preach, 
and  ceafed  not  to  follow  him  till  he  had  difinifled  them  with 
his  bleffmg,  which  they  all  received  with  the  greateft  marks 
of  refpeft  and  tbankfulnefe  they  were  capable  of  expreffing. 
Founds  a  But  the  moft  furprifing  and  extraordinary  of  ril  hismiracu- 
fiufei^oui  lous  feats  was  the  vaft  monaftery  which  he  founded,  and  wa$ 
ntoruifterX'  afterwards  called  by  his  nan>e,  which  was  capacious  enpugh 
lo  contain  nine  tho'tfand  friers ;  in  the  rearing  of  which  he 
forces  the  c*ligfcd  the  devil  to  ferve'him  feven  years,  and  to  do  all  the 
de*vil  to     in^  fervile  and  hard  work.    Whether  he  eniployed  any  of 
fi^'  ^*     fei«  inferior  demons  in  that  drudgery,  we  are  not  told ;  but 
fe^en        ^^jy  jjjg  ^^^  author -affures  us,  that  the  monaftery  hath  nevqr 
years,       ^^^^  ^^  ^^  fervcd  fince;  infomuch  that  when  the  emperw 
ivas  told  of  it,  he  could  not  forbear  blaminff  his  fon  for  not 
ivavit>g  tied  the  dtvU  to  the  fame  fervice  6f  the  convent  as 
long  ai  it  ftoOd^ 

NEir«&R  did  the  holy  fifter,  wh6  had  been  the  conftafit 

CIMUpaAiOQ  of  their  travds  ftom  RomeKo  Abi$rm^  prove  Icfs 

diligent  and  fucc^fsful  with  refpeft  to  thofe  pf  Jjicr  own  fex; 

V^  Wc  kioicing  upoti  herfelf  as  equally  intitl(^  ta  the  emperor's 

•        >  froffil^  with  other  fellow-labourers,  crcftcd  likewifeaftately 

"    '        nuofl^y,  whereiti  ihe  fixed  five  hundred  Dominican  \ff^A/<« 

'     •'*     '  .of  the:  third  imk.    This  Vaft  litirtnery  wis  at  firft  caHcd  ta 

adi^ir  fanguage  S^  ^ago^  btit  hath  been  fmce  bcitterkpowtt 

*y  Jtlw'of  SAfiita  ICkrs.:    ThiS^'tnky  fuffice  as  t  {j>fe(Smen  of 

-dw^ifafeDi^fertite- brain  (jji^llfe-fubjeft  c>f  Ws  ilide^oml' 

^dan^dboftlely^a^fheir  idtzt^Xbtt  fuccefs?  afi  thai  pi^ds 

oi>  taiTifldketo^fc  1S¥  tiwi'thfeir^iaftory,  Wi  m}Urk  ear- 
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toQQ$,.is  cmi^S  painted  in  the  cloifters  of  -Plurmanm^  ThnrU^ 
whether  any  one,  who  queftious  its  veracltj,  may  repair  ionftoj^Jinehf 
afi^fonvt^iaR;.  poi»t^m 

ThU  fnoQaibj^of  J^htrinmnos  i$  that  very  individual  oi>e  ''• 
which  wa$  built  |^  TMaHofmomtt  with  the  devil's  affift- 
ai^£»  ^^.1%.  ^npY^gh  to  conaaio  xune  tboufand  monks,  all  One  hig 
of  %  of^^l  t>^8  ^^  fpP^  leagues  in  compafs^  and  having  ^ougb/or 
dglkifvid^rmiMries^  yhicb  have  all  the  great  church  at  oqe  ^?^ 
end,  ind  tjpkejrefoftory,  or  dining^hall,  on  the  other.    The'^"''''* 
dormitories  have  likewlfe  a  gre^t  nOmber  and  variety  of  cells ; 
tliat  ^,  imfi  \%<^,o^Sa«f^\*i'io,  and  (bme  200;  and  each 
donf^itf^Jbi^  a  p^r^uUr  i^ape^  and  library  belonging  to 
it;    Thi^iJBP^t  church  i^  Soo  paces  long,  and  widq  iii  pro-  k9grt9t  \ 
portim  ;  ^pff  fo.it^  had  need,  tp  hold  nine  tboufand  friers,  cim^b.   ^ 
yi^^  a^.r^pair  ^o  it  oviSundays  and  holidays.    Tihe  ne^ 
j[|W^m»p^^^  in  this  empire  is  that  called  Attelugah^  and 
1^  built  by  Bartholomew)  de  Tivoliy  a  Dominican  &ier,  who 
wsia  9|tc;nff^ds^  conibccated  bUbop  of  Dangola  at  Rome.  This 
CQni^qi^t  l^tj^  no  ^nore  thaa  feven  tlionfand  ni09fcs,  who  likp* 
wif;  rg^jT,  to  their  gneat  chmrch,  and  aftemards  diQeall  tor  ^         \ 
geth^t  ^,^)i^  conwQ^  rcfi?<ftory,  on  all  high  days.  .  *  ' 

^^fii%.tWQmonfiAeri^;ajre  the  two^a|ad:nurferies  for^i^/wv 
lufllpti^e^  who  are  difperfed  in  vail  numb^Vs,  not  oo^  grand fe- 
ever,  ^^^^f^-but  likewiife  on^e  a  jear  into  Arakia^  Bengal,  mlnaria 
SuMfJ^gu^  2L^  as  far  a^  the  vaft  empires  of  China  ^ndform/- 
Toftfity.    It  was  by  fpfl;ic  of  thofe  mifljonaries  that  li^J^^naries. 
ki^gjtjpins  of  fpngo^  an4  Aogola  w^ere  converted;  to  Chri(lia^ 
viXf^  YWHiiSs^f  andt^ers  fprieiad  dieir  nuiflfions^  thopgli 
not^^^'equair4iU)Cce£>  a^.iar  ^\)\o{e..Qi ^onomotapa^  Mor 
zambifap^  a^d*  aU  the  vaft  ooQtinent  called  C(\fraria,  quite  t^ 
the  Ca^  €f  GQodliopfi.     All  thefe  miflionaries  were  obliged  tD 
return  to  their  refpeftive  convents  at  Whitfunday  every  year : 
but  here  our  author,  being  confcious  that  fuch  annual  re- 
turns, from  fuch  renno^  K^ons^  muft  be  fvppofed  above  the 
power  of  flefli  and  blood,  hath  taken  care  to  ward  off  the    . 
okjstSiJOfi^  bf  ferionfly  telUog  us-,  that  thcqr  «aaie  back  ^th     ^ 
Qotkingbiu  flcin  and  bones. 

'Ti^wsB  two  fomed  monafteries,  M  we  ihay  beHeve  our  Vaftnum- 
MftWati-,  wfereno  le&  frmtful  in  their  ^martyrs  thin  in  theJr  htrs  cf ' 
preachers  a^nd  mlrade-workers.    Three  hundred  thoufand  cf  *^^ 
thdffj'bbiftlftica'p  apoftles  had  fuf&r ed'  martyrdom  in  variou^  *y^^* 
parte  of  Jnd^a  and  Africa ;  which  is  more  j&y  far  than  aw 
other^^  he  might  have  faid  than  all  the  iqirders  of  his  church 
put  togetbft-,  c^bpaft,    Even  withi9,,a^j^.  the  jifigfe- 
bouring  ftates  of,  xSx^AhiJJinian  empire,  and  in  the  reign  of 

';  the 
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Proteffed  the  cthprcfs  Helemt^  who  was  hcrfelf  a  Domtmcan  BecLta 
fy/i^#3w  (F),  cij^t  hundred  of  the  monks  of  ;thev^/l>//(ya^cotivent 
ftrfu      '  alone  had  been  pijt  to  various  kinds  pf  death  for  preaching 
thegofpcl;  at  which  that  pious  princtfs^s  ft  much  Ru- 
bied, that  (he  fcnt  to  all  the  Mohammedan  akd  heathen  princes 
aboiit  her  dominions,  that  fhe  wbtild  no=  longer  fofier  any 
of  their  fubjeflfs  to  come  and- trade  within  hcremphr,  ff 
they  did  ^ot  abftain  from  mqlefting  Tier  fricrs",  and  fijjfo 
'      them  to  preach  the  gofpel  peaceably  among  ttenr,  each  in 
-their  refpdftivc  miffions.  "  '     '  '    \     '.  ' 

neirah*       Tvit  Abunas,  pr  priofs,  oT'thofr  tWo  -convents  -are,  bjr 
hots  made '^^'fi  pope's  letters,  coriftituted  grand" 'inqjaifitbrs  of  vffi^* 
xreHdiH"  nioy  where  they  execute  that  powp*  With  gfeatfer  Vigour 
fuifiioti*    than  in  Spain;  and  every  heretic  and  a|x)fl:ate  is'  turned'  over 
'by  their  tribunal  to  the  fecular  arm  for  tHe  very  fim^feult, 
'though  ever  fo  penitent,  and  immediately,  witiipi^' mercy, 
thrown  to  the  lions. '  "   ,n  ?••::„ 

neimpe-      We  fliall  not  repeat  here  what  We  took  occafittii  to  men- 
r/W/i-      tion  in  a  former  note  ♦,  his  pompbtrs  defcription  of  tfieim- 
hraryand  pertal  library  and  treafure ;  the  'former  founded  by  the  iAt" 
iriafury.    brated  queen  of  Sheba^  and  built  upon  the  mouirt  AHiara^ 
which  that  -pious  queen  hanfdled  With  Sblarhon^s  bWii  w^ks, 
and  others  written  before  Wm  by  the  patriarchs  Fnqch,*Nbdi, 
Jbtahamy  Job,  &c.  which  that  magnificent!  Jtwffb  tt&narch 
/  prefented  her  with;  and  which  both  (he  ahd  her^ltrccdTors 
•  have  been  fince  enriching  with  every  thing  that  was- Valuable 
in  that  Tcind,  in- alllanguages,  and  out  of -^11  parts  of  the 
world,  at  an  immenfe  expence/  -IPhe  latter  founded  like- 
wife  by  the  fame  prihcefsi  and  oir  the  fame  mount,  into  which, 
as  into  a  bottomlcfs  gulph,  both  flie'  and  her  fuccefl&rs  have 
been  throwing  the  richcil  of  treafures,  without  ever  drawing 
anjr  thing  out  of  it/ 

•  Se6  before,  p.  197,  «r(0).  •         • 

'  (F)  By  which  muft  be  un-  hcfnoor  of  her..   Of  which  kind 

derftood  not  a  profefTed  nun  of  there  are  millions  of  b^  fexes 

that  ordcfr,  but  a  kind  of  fecular  in.the  church  of  i^jsnr,wh0i  be- 

deyota,    who    hath   dedicated  iog  admitted  into  tiusfjsrvicc  by 

• .        ,      ierfclf  to  the  fervice  of  the  Vir-  the  Dominican  friers,  and  pajr- 

fin  il^r^,  unde^  the  eniign  of  .  i;\g  a  certain  imall  fum,  at  their 

t.  J9tf>w/«/V,  and  obliged  herfelf  entrance,   ana  anotiier  at  the 

to  wear  her  fcapulary,  to  repeat  particular    feafts    obferVed  by 

the   long  rofary,   aiid '  obferve  that  order,'  bring  a  conftant  in- 

ioma  Other  ads  of  devotion  in  coaie  to  the  convent. 

t^^-'  ^  '  His 


€.4^  the  Empire  cfh\mr&L  ^      /'2i^ 

Hl$  account  of  tkcMiJ/iman  hierarchy  is  no  lefspqmjpp^s  ^^^..^v 
and  folesan  than  it  Is  notorioully  falfe^  as  the  reader  may  ^^ki^  ^ 
judge  ^y  comparing  it  with  that  which  we  have  given  of.  it   .         ^ 
in  a  former  fc^ion  *.    According,  to  him,  thfsre  arc  no  J^s  Pnim$t. 
..than  twdve  aijchbiihopsaad fevcntyswo biftiops)  tjie forrn^ mdpa^ 
.'anfwering  to  the  twelve  apoftles,  and  the  latter  to  thefevenjy-  ^*^  ^^ 
two  difdplcs  appointed  by  our  Pivinc  Redeemer.    In  im^jt*  ^'^'***^^ 
don  of  which  evjery  cathedral  UkcwiJCb  .hath  ^elyecanjc^,    *       ** 
who  all  live  in  community  with  their  refpc^ive  dioc^faiify 
ryho  enjoys  the  whole  tyjli??  of  hi^  biflioprick.    When.qr  ca- '. 
ipa  dies,  l^e.is  fiicceeoed  by  the  eldeft  pricft  in  hj^  diQ^fo;  ^  ^        \^ 
^  when  thefeiihop die3, hi  is.fpcoe^ed.by  theeldetf ja^         \.Z 
of  his  cathedral:^, ,  to,  Jik^  mannop,  Ithf  arf hW^pV^^  i/iic-     ;.  ,V; 
ceeded  by  the  eldeft^  biftiop  of  )^%  prRVfp^,  .^nd^tl^J  m^ 
primate  is  always  bonourjedl;  with,  th(:.<li(g;nity..Qf  ^e^jjpj^^ 
.%ate;  this  privU^eiHaviugbeci^^^ 
^Pope  Clement  VJt|. '  '6vjer,and-  atw^il^efe  ihejfe.^^e.%.jp8^t 
jnumber  of  titulaf  blihops  aj^d  aj^ls^Q^^  alJ^  p(,wJK»9^afe 
JDombated  by,  the  cwp^ror,   a^d  a^Difrmed  by,  jtHe,  pppf • 
.Jjrery.  primate  lj8*,9Jblj^e^  ?^f4^  /^O^to//o«f 

once  in  fix  y ear^,  jwhidi  is  not  dione^ii^tliw  pi«np'^^»»^^^«^'^ 

tttmu?,  befide*.  the  CfQU^V  of  laf^y,'  v^jMph  fS*  if}  'w»Tf  ^r  ^^M^** 
Jcu-bleffing.;  Tbe^imett^  ..  ..^ 

{Pidiesandexcommumcations^wheiraw  ..    ,* 

^^(slaity;  and  thefe  ftand  in  qo' Je^^^^  >    '.,^ 

j^jhey  a^reniit^mitte^tocat)^^  ./J, 

proper  means^  optaip^  a  reverfiQ^. cif ',fhe/e^tcnce^ ;  fq,.th^t 
'.n^.of  thcpi  canddpife  thenf^%igj{r,t^  f^ 
".Without  meat  and  drlt^k.       ^    ../l../    ■/.   .     .'.;/_.: 
^j^l^HE  richnef§  ^dfplendorof  t%'l^{^«2a«cWc  tin^ 

TSs  extolled  by  biir  author^  tut  cfpccWfy  thofe  otMeluyoh  tburchts. 
,^  that  of.  the  filej[fel  Virgin ;  thetormer  built  by  the^ijeqpi 
lofiieba,  lyhicb  is  m  th^  form  of  JSolomcn's  tenpipl^,  and.  th^ 
-Jattcr  ^y  the  emprefs  Candace,  mentioned  in  the  J^s  q£  tkf 
^^^Iss,  built  in  toxjxx  of  a  ccofs.    AU  pf  them»  .a<;^ding  to 
&£»,  aije  built  of  thechoiceft  materials^asmsurbie^^p^ 
'  aaa  gcanate,  and  adorned  with  the  ricJbeUt  carvin^i*  ^^V 
:%Sf,  and  other  embeUifliin^ts;  fome  of  them.have^  thre^, 
.and  others  five,  ailes, .  'The  reader  may,,  if  he  pleafes,.  comr 
jare  this  pompous  defcrfption  with  what  we  have  formerly 
^4  of  thofe  ftruftures,  and  their  ornaments  f  •,  though  this 
may  be  owned  to  be  the  oply  point,  in  which  he  b^^h  ie^t 
^^eviated  from  tl^e.  truth/ 

» 
^*  S«c  before,  p.  133,  &  fe<i.         t  See  before^  p.  1104,  iclTeq" 

'     Bur 
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DoBri^i       But  he  hath  made  himfelf  attrple  ameuds  for  it  in  the  ac- 
and  dif-    coiint  he  gives  of  the  Abiffinian  ftitK  zai  do^hei     Accord- 
€ifBiu      .ing  to  him,  the  Aht^tries  are  not  fiich:  arrant  heretics  of  the 
Z^    -^xawi/ri^  Ifearen,  as  they  have  been  affirmed  to  fee  by  the 
yjf    .  ,  Jefnjtical  •  tribe^  that  they  hjivc  ever  been,  or  at  leall  ever 
'^Uic^he  ^^^^  ^^^  proiichin^  of  his  eight  Dominican  apoftles,  vefy 
ehuJk  J  wagons  fHckfers  to  Ac  Rm\(h  raith  and  difdj^e,  ftigrttatile 
Rome-      the  Akicuftdrtan  patriarch;  ^nd  tis  adherents,  -with  the  worft 
of  epithets,  ^nd  arfe  ifr  jiHpointi  the  very  fatae  with  thofe  of 
the  church  of  ^flOT<*. 
Sywbcm,     What",  he  tclls  tis,  gave  occafiod  tor  this  bafeand  trajtift 
Md'wiy,  flandfer  on  the  Abifman  chnrdi,  may  be  Juftly  deemed  a 
mifrepn-  mafter*p4eCe  of  thc^nvjft  fertile  and  barerfeccd  invention; 
finfid.       ^i^  w  as  frffowsr  The  fer  greater,  part  of  400  Partnguefe^ 
vrhd  were  fent  into  EiMcfpia  midcr  the  command  of  Don  Chri-^ 
Jltfphir  A  Camay  bdng  Jhos  in  their  hearts,  they  had  not 
been  long  in  ihat  cctottry  before  they  began  to  imtagine  them* 
fe^s  far  tenough  out  of  the  readi  of  .the  h^ujfition,  and  to 
make  open  pMeffibn  of  Juiiaifiny  t6  the  no  fmall  fbrprife  aiid 
fcaidal  of  tb^  other  Ptirtupiejey  Ihtle  dreamhig  that  there  ha^ 
been  a  modiiixbrefevere  one  eftablifted  hi  that  empire  by  die 
"  fcoly  {fee^  and  at  thereqtreft  of  tlic  cirfttr  pon^dcans,  ncar'a 

xenteiry  bifote,  **Tftey  Were  fcbn  made  fcnfible  of  thdr  mSjk 
fi^^V        taKe,  ^nif  the  Dot&i^tiitan  inq^nifitors,  bting'  informed  of  tbefr 
tbaraSiry  apoftii^y,  qtiickly  tbok  all  proper  meafpres  to  get  them  all' 
^d  efctipi  apprdiendtd  by  iSbxHtfaimHars  (O),  with  the  gf eatefl  fecrccf* 
ia  Ooa.   'But4bc^jt»i,  it  feeTO,  had  likcwifi;  their /amifiarj,  thougi 
,of  ;another  fpccie^ ;  onf  author  affirMrqg»  upon  this  oGcafi(3^ 
'thit  thfe  whole  rade  of  them  were  mag^dans;  and  in  confdfe- 
racy  with  th^  devil,  ^yho  f;^iled  not  to  apprife  them  of  thefr 
danger,  and*  aflrft  them  to  mate  their  efcape;  fothat,  befixtf 
rtieinquifitoi^  officers  corrld  laiy  hands  on  than,  they  had  rf* 
"ready  difperfcd  thcxhfijvt's,  and  got  far  enough  our  of  thcfr 
tesiih.    homt  of  them^  he  tells  us,  ^ot  as  hx  as'thekjngdoft 
xsf  Bernoy  whithei-,  t^b*  they  caught  the  natives  how  to  malte 
gunpowtfrt-,  he  wifhes  they  had  all  gone ;  for  then,  feys  I14 
•there  woiiH  have  been  none  kft  to  run  to  Cdtf,  and  ndfelfbchj 
fcandakxis  lies  againft  the  Afiiffine  church,  as  thofe wh»  we*'' 
•thither  did  5  who,  merely  tojnftify  themfelves,  and  bcrevcngei 
on  the  Dominicaninquifitprs,  reprefented  the  Atdfftnes  as  mor- 
tal enemies  to  the  pope  and  Somijb  church,  and  as  holdii^ 
fundry  heretical  tenets  ;  which  was  the  reafon  they  did  fc» 
-care  to  ftay  any  longer  among  them.  ' 

(G )  So  that  iinchriftian  tribu-  meftics  5  the'  that  of  he!l  hounA. 
n^l  ^aj]  their  ofHcers,  which^  in  is. by  bx  jaore  fuitablf  to  tlftif 
iatm,  figniEerno  more  than  do^    ofHce/ 


.   Heae  our  hiilorian  naturally  enough  falls  into  a  moSiThe author 
violeat  .fit  of  railing,  not  only  againft  thofe  Portuguefi  Jews ^ /pits  his 
but,  for  their  lake,  on  their  whole  race ;  calling  them  an  im-  '^f'om 
^iouSy    cruely    tnalulous,  peftiknty  contagiousy  vile^  infamCm,  ^'S^^fi 
nafiy.  and  hathfome  generation ;  and,  to  crown  all,  caUs  on  '^^*'* ' 
^  the  Devils  in  Hell  to  fetch  away  the  whole  race  of  them,  for 
having  dared  to  rejf>Qrt  fuch  impudenX  lies  againji  an  empire 
fiat  was  much  more  catholic  and  orthodox  than  that  of  the 
moft  Chrijlian  kingi  in  having  received  the  holy  inquijition  and 
eomcil  ^  Trent,  which  the  Gallican  church  could  never  be 
prevailed  upon  to  do.     He  no  lefs  cenfures  the  old  Chriftians 
among  the  Portuguefe,  for  having  given  credit  to  fuch  mar 
-  iicious  and  groundlefs  reports. 

As  to  wh^t  the  popes  and  kings  o£  Portugal  have  fince  The  pope 
dooc,  upon  the  fuppofition  that'the  C/^j^;7/awx  were  really  and  iiwg 
^etics,  and  enemies;  to  the  Roman  church,  he  endeavours  £/^Portu- 
J»  cxcufe  their  having  been  fo  miferabiy  impofed  upon  by  %^^  '■*- 
,^fe  villainous  Jews,  as  they  were  alfo  in  the  cafe  of  the  ^'^^' 
ij^ood  old  patriarch  Oviedo;  wKo  (at  the  fame  time  that  he 
ftas  recalled  by  the  pope,  on  the  fmall  profpeft  there  was  of 
^  doing  the  church  any  fervice  in  Ethiopia,  by  reafon  of 
tfte  emperor's  and  people's  obftinate  adherence  to  the  Alexan- 
^'      faith)  was  in  the  higheft  efteem  among  them,  reve- 
l  as  a  faint,  beloved  as  a  father,  liilened  to  as  a  fecond 
m,  and  looked  upon  as  an  apoiUe  fent  by  God  unto 
;  and  was  fo  far  from  being  in  difgrace  with  the  y^^i^- 
_,  monarch,  that  he  had  raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  pre- 
deiM;  of  his  Latin  council.     It  is  true,  he  owns,  that  thtTheempe^ 
-f^uguefe  patriarchs  and  fathers  had  by  feveral  indifcrete  ror  Me-  ' 
y|eps  fo  far  exafperated  the  minds  of  the  Abiffinian  clergy,  nas'j  /^/. 
\V^  were  looked  upon  by  them  with  fuch  an  envious  eye,  *^^^  ^0 
jlf^  they  quickly  grew  fick  of  the  country,  abd  were  glad  to  *^'^'     ' 
lUtorn  to  the  Indies;  the   Portu^uefe,    adds  he,  being    a 
|||K>ple  who  cannot  live  long  out  of  their  country,  or  at  leaft 
\hm  among   their  own  countrymen :    whereias  the  good 
i|UbK)p  Oviedo,  being  a  Spaniard,  and  lefs  precipitate  in  his  ^tihrnlffion 
^iwtblves,  .would  never  leave  his  flock,  nor  quarrel  with  them  '^  the  fee 
llj^Uttrifldfe;  and  fo  lived  and  died  in  Ethiopia^  in  great  ho-  ^^o^nc^ 
UOWrand  efteem ; .  and' his  memory  is  ftill  precious  among 
^lemtothis  day.    Of  the  truth  of  all  which,  his  holinefs 
^  quickly  after  fully  fatisfied ;  for  the  Abiffinians  of  St. 
St^Aen's  college  at  Rome,  underflanding  how  their  church- 
M  been  mifreprefented,  difpatched'.  with  all  fpsed  one  of 
t|idr  members  to  tlie  eniperor  Menna  [Menas),  the  fucceflbr. 
i>{ Claudius,  to. acquaint  him  with  it ;  at  which  news,  tha(^ 
prince  fo  highly  rcfented  his  being  mifreprefented  as  an  enemy 
Mou.  Hist,  Vol.  X:V.  H  '  lo 
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to  the  cliurch  of  Rome^znA  was  fo  exafpcratcd  ag^nft  the 
Portuguefe,  that  he  forthwith  publiftied  a  law,  cxprefsly  for- 
bidding all  of  that  lotion,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  come  into  his 
dominions,  tvithout  a  certificate  of  their  being  Old  Chriftians, 
from  the  inquifitioos  of  JU/ban  and  Coa,    . 

He  next  difpatched  letters  to  Goa^  IJ/bon,  and  Rome,  to 
aflure  thofe  courts  of  the  faUhood  of  all  thofe  reports,  whichi^ 
he  faid,  none  but  a  pack  of  fuch  vile  and  execrable  Jews  woutd 
have  had  the  malice  to  invent,  or  tte  impudence  to  publifh. 
One  of  his  letters  was  addrefTed  to  the  College  of  Cardinals, 
and  particularly  to  the  proteftor  of  the  Jbiffinian  empire ;  fall 
of  the  ftrongeft  profcffions  of  his  inviolable  zeal  for  the  Ro- 
man faith ;  and  this  he  caufed  to  be  backed  by  another  from 
•  his  council  of  ftate,  to  the  fame  tenor,  and  in  the  fame  loyal 
terms :  both  which  were  font  to  Rome  by  an  ambaflador.  Our 
author  adds,  that  Alexander  HI.  who  fucceeded  MenaSy  not 
Grattd      reckoning  all  thas  enough,  fent  a  frefti  ambafly  thither,  which " 
ttn;hajj[^     confifted  of  24  priefts  and  2  noblemen,'  to  renew  and  ratify 
thither,     his  obedience  to  the  holy  fee. 

Thus  far  the  abftraft  of  thcDomrnican  hiftory  of  Ethiopia; 
which,  in  its  original,  contains  no  lefs  than  irjo  pages,  in 
o(lavo,  printed  in  afmall  type,  and  all  filled  with  the  fame  ro- 
mantic fuflian,  tho'  with  the  greatefl  pretences  to  fmcerity, 
,..    ,      and  the  flri6lefl'  regai-d  to  truth  *.  Well  might  his  whole  bro- 
u,^  *^/  therhood  be  afhamed  of  fuch  a  heap  of  monilrous  bare-  | 
ji^'gj^  faced  forgeries,  and  much  more  to  fee  it  ufhered  into  the 

world  with  the  licence  and  approbation  of  fome  of  the  emi- 
nenteft  digni^titries  of  their  order.  Could  the  moft  diligent  en- 
deavours have  fucceeded  of  utterly  fuppreffing  the  memory  of 
'  the  work,  as  well  a^  of  its  author  and  vouchers,  we  may  bold- 
ly fappofc  fcarce  one  copy  of  it  would  have  been  left  unde- 
ftroyed.  But  there  were  too  many  of  their  rivals  concerned  in 
preventing  it,  and  who  have  efFeftually  dbneh  :  yet  haththit 
their  vi<^orygon(2  but  very  tittle  way  towards  clearing  them- 
felres  of  that  glaring  blemifh  which  will,  in  all  likelihood, 
'    '  kick  to  them  to  the  end  of  the  world,  of  having,  by  their  par- 

^al  and  indifcrete  zeal,  rendered  the  name,  not  9nly  of  Romijk 
amd  Portuguefiy  but  even  of  European^,  odious  through  thia 
whole  empire,  as  they  have  done  that  of  Chriflian  in  the 
greateft  part  of  India.  Neither  is  this  misfortune  confined  to 
i/;>/;^  but  has  fpread  itfejf  thro'  Lower  Ethiopia,  where  we  fhall' 
mte^t  with  ftill  more  flagrant  inftances^of  this  unchrifHan  fpirit, 
cfpccially  in  thofe  countries  where  their  well-meaning  profc- 
lytes  were,,  by  their  means,  unwarily,  brought  under  the  no' 
tefs  infupportable  tyranny  of  the  Portugitefc  moriarchs. 

*Sec  (Sbddbs;  ub.  iup.  p.  477,  *  fcq. 
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^  Hifioty  of  the  Kingdbms  adjacent  to  Abiflbia  ;  of 
Dancali  and  Adel,  on  the  Coaft  of  fiabel  Mandd> 
jiiii?/Magadoxo>  &r.  on  tbe  Coaft  of  Ajan. 

.Before  wc  enter  upon  the  dcfcription  and  hiftory  tX  Some  of 
■*-'  thefe  kingdoms,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  apprife  oiir  the  king- 
teaders,  dbat  all  our  maps  oiAfticay  thofe  of  VAnviUe^  the  ^mson 
Boft  modern  and  exaft  not  excepted,  place  feveral  kingdoms  ^^*  ^^fi 
on  the  confines  oi  Ahijfmia^  along  the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sedy  «»*«^*J«^# 
concerning  which  we  meet  with  Uttle  or  nothing  in  our  geo-  ^  **'>^^* - 
graphical  books  but  their  names  and  precarious  fItuadon» 
ftod  of  which  we  hope  we  ihall  be  readily  difpeufed  taking 
any  farther  notice  in  the  courfe  of  this  chapter  ;  efpecially 
if  they  remember  that  we  are  not  writing  an  univeifal  body  of 
.Geography  but  of  History,  into  which  it  would  therefore 
beimpertinent  to  intermix  fome  few,  and,  perhaps,  unqertain, 
farticulars  of  the  former,  where  we  have  nothing  material  to 
,^add  to  it,  relatibg  to  the  latter.    Of  this  nature  are  the  king- 
doms of  Baluy  or  Bcdiy  Deking^  or, DegUn^  Batnaghafo,  or 
'Kdrehbar,  and  others,  which  croud  this  coaft  in  the  maps, 
yhHH  their  names  are  unknown  even  to  the  moft  voluminous 
'-compilers  of  geographical  diftionaries.     At  the  head  of  them 
Hands  the  fuppofed  one  called  BamagoJ/h,  or  Barnagc^t  on  ^^  ^^^  •/ 
,  the  confines  of  that  of  Tigre^  belonmng  to  the  empire  of  Abif-  Bajpa- 
j&ifl,  and  ftyled  a  kingdom,  in  thole  maps,  thro'  miftake,  or  8*"^* 
.inadvertence  ;  that  compound  name  of  Bahr,  and  Naghajby 
fignifyingno  more,  in  the  Ethiopic  language,  than  a  prefec- 
ture, or  government  of  a  maritime  province,  or  territory  *,  of' 
wMch  there  are  ftill  feveral  which  bear  that  title,  fome  lubjeft 
to  the  AhiJJinian  emperors ;  and  others  which  have  withdrawn 
their  allegiance  from  them,  and  put  themfelves  under  the 
prote£Hon  of  tbe  Turks ^  as  we  have  feenin  the  preceding  chap- 
ter.   However,  both  of  them  are  in  too  poor  and  mean  a 
'  condition  to  deferve  that  pompous  name,  each  being  equally 
'tfnder  the  yoke  ;  and  that  of  the  latter  being  fcarcely  to  be 
/fuppofed  higher  than  that  of  the  former ;  and  what  a  kind  of 
One  this  was,  may  be  guefTed  at  from  the  wretched  reception 
^hich  the  Portuguefi  ambaffy  to  the  Negus ^  under  the  famed        .    ^ 
AlvareZy  met  with  from  one  of  them,  in  his  way  to  that 
Sourt,.and  thepiiferable  plight  he  found  that  maritime  go- 

f  Vid«  int  al,  Lvdoi«fh.  Ethiopia,  I.  i.  c.  3.  n.  7. 
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vernmcnt  in,  which  could  hardly  afford  him  and  his  retinnc 
any  better  fare,  thro*  his  territory,  than  barley  bread,  or  bar- 
ley meal,  and  fonae  wine  made  of  honey  *. 

The  petty  kir^dom  of  Balu,  or  Bali,  was  once  futjeff  to 
the  fame  empire,  but  hath  fihce  revolted  from  if;  arid  is.  er- 
roneoufly  taken,  by  fome  geographers,  for  a  part  of  that  of 
Dancalif  though  this  laft  be  an  ever  faithful  ally,  and  the 
other  a  declared  enemy,  to  the  Ethiopian  iribnarcHs.  How- 
ever that  be,  his  dominions,  let  him  aflumewhat  title  hewtO, 
deferve  no  farther  mention,  feeing  he  hath  neither  cities  nor 
towns  in  it,  but  only  fome  villages  fcattered  through  a  largt^ 
and,  for  the  moft  part,  uncultivated  territory,  inhabited  uj 
the  wild  plundering  C alias,  of  whom  we  hav^^elfefwhere  fp6* 
ken  ^ ;  who  at  firfl:  fettled  themfelves  in  thefe  maritime  part|; 
and  from  thence  made  the  moft  4readful  inroads  into  till, 
adjacent  provinces  of  Ahijfinia,  and  have  fince  fettled  them< 
felves,  not  only  in  feveral  of  its  frontier,  but  likewife  in  fbitit 
of  the  inland,  kingdoms,  ajs  we  have  alf  eady  obferved  in  tfii 
hiftory  of  that  empire.  Thofe  who  Inhabit  that  territory  aoft 
fierce,  warlike,  and  cruel,  like  all  the  reft;  only '^ they  tIflttE 
live  near  the  fea,  have  embraced  Mahqnvmedifm,  and  live  mci^ 
on  trade  than  plunder.  Their  prince  is  rich,  and  fo  pow( 
that  he  obliges  the  bafha  oiSwaken,  which  lieth  over  agaioil' 
dominions,  to  yield  him  one  half  of  the  cuftoms  of  that  ifl; 
Our  author  adds,  that  he  hath  plenty  of  gold  and  filver, 
abundance  of  fine  large  horfes  *.  According  to  Mr.  Ludolpfx 
map,  the  river  Habejh,  or  Haiuajh,  which  comes  down  froa 
the  confines  of  Shewah,  crofles  his  territories,  and,  contimt* 
ing  its  courfc  eaftward,  lofes  itfelf  in  the  fandy  defacts  of  the 

•  kingdom  of  Jdel.  • 

TkE  kingdom  of  Dekim,  or  Deghim,  which  lies  betweeffc] 
that  of  Balu,  on  the  weft,,  and  Danealiy  on  the  eaft,  is  1^ 
more  unknown  to  us  ;  for  which  reafon  we  (hallpafs  to  t^ 
next^  , 

,     BANCALIy  or  Dancale  and  Dangales^M  likewife  fituak 

■.  on  the  Red  Sea,  between  thofe  o(  Dekim,  on  the  weft,  and  AM 

on  the  eaft.  Its  extent,  along  the  coaft,  is  but  fmall,  whatev^. 

•  it  may  be  towards  the  inland,  and  is  neither  well  piiitivat^ 
nor  inhabite4.  The  king  of  it  is  a  Mohammedan,,  vls  are  Wif^ 
of  his  fubjefts,  but  in  ftrift  alliance  and  friendjhip  with,  or»  i$ 
Father  Lobo  adds^  tributary  to,  the  Abijfinicm  emperor  ^i  if 

*  De  hoc  vid.  fup,  ibid.  &  Alvarez  in  Ramufio,  vol.  i.  p. 
196.  edit.  J.  ^  Seebefore,  p.  39,  &  feq.  •  Lobo*s 

relat.  de  Abiffin.  p.  38.  f  See  his  map,  hiftory  crEthiopia, 

J.  i.  c.  8.  n, 48, 106.  t  Relat.  de  T Abiffin.  p.  48,      ^ 


iOf  l)e  mufi,  in  all'likdihood,  befo  likewife  to  the  graad  iigoor^ 
who  is  mafter  of  all  this  coaft.  His  kingdom  chiefly  abounds  in 
JBoiiies  of  £ilt,  of  which  vaft  quantities  are  made,  and  a  great 
traffic  canded  on,  both  into  the  inland  parts,  and  on  the  J^fid 
Sea.   Its  chief  ie^- port,  and  that  no  extraordinary  one,  is  that 
of  Batiur,  or  Bafyur,  which  Ibnds  at  about  fourteen  hours  ^^^^ 
diftaace,  weft,jrf  Babel  Mandel.    And  it  was  in  this  port  that  ^^v  «>*• 
Ae  Abyjitman  patriarch,  with  his  Jefuits  and  Portuguefe^  firft  Porta. 
landed,   and  were  received  by  the  Cheyk  with  great  civility,  gucfe 
tlie  emperor  having  chofen  that  port  for  their  landing,  and  land  at  U. 
\  fmrea  proper  orders  for  their  reception  (A) ;  tho'  that  <Ud  not 
l^der  the  Cheyk,  and  his  inferior  ofBcers,  from  infilling 
npon  fome  conliderable  prefents,  in  proportion  to  their  rank, 
idien  they  came  to  bring  their  baggage  on  fliore,  as  is  cufto- 
Jpuy  among  all  the  Turks. 

•  The  king,  who  had  likewife  received  letters  from  that  mo-  7-^^/^  ^^j 
Iprch  to  the  iame  purport,  ient  to  invite  the  patriarch,  and  ceftion 
*■'*■  retinue,  to  his  court,  which  was  about  3  or  4  days  jour-y^^«  tie 
from  Baliuff  and  difpatched  his  own  fon  to  meet  them  in  h'ng ; 
Auray,  ^nd  conduA  them  to  the  royal  palace,  or  rather 
T^hich  they  found  to  confift  only  of  half  a  dozen  tents, 
t  a  fcbre  hutts,  fenced  about  with  a  thorn  hedge,  and  ^'^  ccur^i 
ed  by  fome  wild  kind  of  trees,    ^ear  the  palace  is  a  ri- 
^which,  in  winter,  is  very  full  and  rapid  ;  but  it  being 
m  fummer,  was  quite  driedj  and  had  no  water  but  what 

digged  for,  at  the  bottom  of  its  chanel,  or  bed. 
-Tii£  hall  of  audience,  vHhere  they  were  received  by  tho  ^ 
was  a  large  tent,  or  hut,  about  a  muiket-fhot  from  th^ 


(A)  Theperibns  who  compof- 
^isdtids  ambaiTy,  beiides  Alfhon- 
lfki^Mende%9  ne.wly  created  patri<- 
^^1^  Qf  jibiffima  by  the  pope, 
^^)tere  thofe  that  follow  ;  viz. 
m  Johannes  Vale/cg  Cafiellano, 
'  ^^  Hieronymo  Lupa,  or  Loba.  3. 
•':J^pme  de  Santa  Cruce.  And,  4. 

Wrancefco  Marchejie,  all  four  Je* 
;  Ibics,  who  had  two  lay  brechren 

\tf^  attend  them  ;  a>/«;«  Emanuel 

'laeis.  and  Joannes  Martini,  The 

left  of  their  retinue  confided  of 

onefervant,  five  muficians,  three 

jfhijffiniansj  who  Gonduded  the 

^mbafiadoirs^  two  mafons,  and 

(*)  Hr boevid,  Greger,  in LuSolfb  bift.  Etbkp,  I  lU.  9,  zi«  n.  p^  Q  fej*  Ja-* 

a  3  ^^ 


two  apprentices,  who  were  to 
be  em|>loyed  in  the  boiidingof 
churches,  aod  other  religious 
houfes,  as  had  been  agreed  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  the  king 
oi  Portugal.  All  thefe,  except 
Velafco  and  the  three  Abijfinians^ 
were  Portuguefe^  and  all  landed 
at  the  port  of  Balyur,  on  the  3d 
of -^r/7;' having  been  timely 
forwarned,  by  letters  from  tlie 
Abiffiman^  from  landing  either 
at  Suakem  or  MaziAjd,  which 
were  then  in  the  hands  of  the 
Turks  (•), 
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reft.    Two  of  them  are  for  his  own  ufe ;  the  .other  four  are 

auiSincito^^^  hi$  mother,  brothers,  and  chief  officers*     The  prefeacc- 

thimi       hall  had,  at  the  upper  end,  a  kind  of  throne,  reared  only  of 

ftones  and  clay,  and  covered  with  a  carpet,  and  two  velvet 

cnfliions.     At  the  other  end,  facing  the  throne,  was  his  ma- 

attenJ-      jcfty's  horfc,  with  the  laddie  and  other  accoutranents  fufpcnd-? 

^'^^'  •        cd  on  one  fide ;  it  being  the  cuftom  of  this  country  for  the 

mader  and  horfe  to  lie  together,  whether  king  or  fubjedt. 

Around  the  hall  were  about  half  a  hundred  young  men« 

fitting  crofs-lqged  on  the  ground ;  and  when  the  Portu^ 

gueje  ambafladors  were  admitted,  they  were  made  to  fit  down 

in  die  fame  pofture. 

The  king  came  foon  after,  preceded  by  fome  of  his  domef- 
tics,  one  of  whom  carried  an  earthen  pitcher,  full  of  hydros 
mel,  or  wine  made  of  honey  ;  another  a  drinking  cup,  mado 
of  porcelane ;  and  a  third  carried  a  cocoa-nut  (hell,  filled  with 
tobacco  ;  a  fourth  a  filver  tobacco-pipe,  and  fome  fire.  Next 
ir^i  %       to  them  came  the  king,  drefled  in.a  Ught  filk  ftufF,  with  a  tur- 
ban on  his  head,  from  the  rims  of  which  hung  a  parcel  of 
rings,  nicely  wrought,  which  dangled  before  his  forehead  : 
he  held  in  his  hand  a  fhort  kind  of  javelin,  inftead  of  a  fcepn 
tre,  and  was  followed  by  all  the  chief  officers  of  his  court  and 
houfhold,  and  among  them  his  lord  high  fteward,  the  fuper* 
intendent  of  his  finances,  and  the  captain  of  his  guard.     The " 
refpedt  paid  to  him,  at  his  coming  in,  was  by  ftanding  on  their 
feet,  and  fquattingdown  again  twice  ;  after  which  they  went 
towards  the  throne  to   kifs  his  hand.     The  audience  was 
ihort,  but  full  of  themoft  bombaftic  profeffions  of  love  and 
cfteem  on  his  fide,  and  of  refpe(5V  and  gratitude  on  theirs ;  but 
this  behaviour  foon  altered,  when,  on  the  next  morning,  they 
came  to  make  their  prefents  to  him,  and,  inAead  of  accepts 
ance,  our  author,  who  brought  them  to  him,  met  with  a 
rtedinefs  ^'^^^^  repulfe  and  reprimand,  for  daring  to  aiFront  a  mo- 
^^nd  arro'  P^fch  like  him  with  fuch  trifling  prefents,  and  was  bid  t<^ 
gance  \       take  them  away  out  of  his  fight.     Our  Jefuit  readily  obeyed, 
without  betraying  cither  fear  or  apy  other  emotion  than  that  cf 
difdain,  after  having  given  him  to  underftand,  that  they  M'-erc 
of  more  value  than  he  ought  to  have  expefted  from  religious 
perfons,  who  bad  renounced  the  world,  and  forfaken  their  na- 
tive country,  for  the  falie  of  carrying  their  religion  into  the 
Jbtffinian  empire;  arid  told  him,  at  parting,  that,  fince  he  did 
not  think  them  worth  his  acceptance,  the  n^xt  he  fent  for  from 
them  fhould  be  lefs  fo. 
fneannefs        The  king,  tho'  furprifedat  his  rough  compliment,  let  him 
^drefent'  go  away  with  them  ;  but,  being  unwilling  to  lofe  them,  fent 
W^^i       one  of  hi§  officers  to  fetch  thcqa  b^ckj  with  orders  to  infift 


C4*  iie  Kingdom  rf  AdcU  al.  ZtiU.  ^       35^ 

upon  fome  addition  being  made  to  them,  but  was  glad  to  take 
them  as  they  were;  the  good  father,  on  his  fide,  infifting 
upon  retrenching  fome  part  from  them  :  fo  that  when  they 
were  brought  again,  the  greedy  monarch  received  them  with 
yifible  marks  of  diflatfefaftion  and  refentment ;  and  it  was 

jiot  long  before  he  made  them  feel  the  efFefts  of  it,  not  only 

by  detaining  them,  upon  fome  pretence  or  other,  longer  ztrefu/ej  to 
ills  court .  than  was  neceflkry  for  getting  things  ready  for  ^/^//j 
their  departure,  but  by  privately  forbidding  his  fubjefts  to^bem. 
fell  them  any  kind  of  provifions,  at  any  price ;  fo  that  they  ,  . 

muft  have  been  obliged  either  to  fatiate  his  greedinefs  with 
larger  gifts,  or  been  in  danger  of  ftarving,  had  not  the  good 
father  refumed  his  high  tone  with  him,  and^  partly  by  the 
keeneft  expoftulations  againft  his  behaviour,  and  partly  by 
threatening  him  with  the  emperor's  reHentmebt',  bniught  liim, 
againft  his  will,  to  comply  with  the  patriarch's,  den^iands,  and 
me  them  with  more  humanity.     This  did  not  hinder  the 
Wack  monarch  from  J)utting  off  their  departure  out  of  his  da- 
minions,  from  day  to  day,  and  fuffering  them  to  be  chagrined    . 
and  infulted  by  his  fubjedls,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome  pre- . 
tence  for  extorting  fome  further  prefents  for  theirjdifinifTion ; 
to.  avoid  whicbi  they  found  no  better  expe(hent  than  to  bribe  Audience 
one  of  his  favourite  minifters  with  a  valuable  gift;,  who,  ofleanfe 
qmckly  after,  pbtained  their  audience  of  leave,  and  (uch^^^f^'^^^h 
<Hher  fupplies  of  carriages,  provifions,  «5rr.  to  proceed  on  their  f''^^  ^ 
ambaffy  to  the  Jhijinian  court.   Neither  was  it  poffible  to  ^  ^^'^ 
g^t  rid  of  that  of  Dancaliy  till  they  had  extended  their  lar-  Qreedinefi 
gcfles  t9  aU  that  belonged  to  it,  from  the  higheft  officers,  of  bis 
down  to  the  moft  menial  fervantsand  camel-drivers  \  court. 

This  (mall  kingdom  hath  fome  confiderable  towns  befides 
"the  port  of  Bafyur,  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  are  Fella,  ^*^^^ 
or,  more  probably,  z&Davity  conje^ures,  Leiky  another  port^^***^: 
on  the  Red,  Sea^  and  meationedi  in  the  Portuguefe  letters  of 
the  year  1617,  as  one  of  thofe  which  belong  to  the  allies  of 
the  AhtJJinian  emperor;  for  tho'  Sanutius  and  others  fpeak 
•  of  .this  king  of  Dancali  as  at  enmity  with  him,,  it  is  plafn 
from  Jarrick  Codingc,  and  Specially  L9bo;:^'who  was  one  of 
the  ambafly,  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  tributary  to  him ;  tho%    . 
from  his  being  9l  Mohammedan^  and  his  ill  ufage  of  his  am* 
haflfadors,  one  may  judge  he  could  be  no  friend  to  him  in  his 
heart  The  other  two  towns  are  Korkora  and  Manadeli '',  where 
thiCy  have  fon^e  manufa^urei  of  the  linen  and  cotton  kind, 
^irh  which  they  traffic  with  the  Negrges^     The  river  Ha- 

*  LoBo,  ub.  fup.  p.  50,  &  feq'.  ,  **  La  Croix  Afrlcav 
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wajhf  or,  as  others  call  it,  HanazOj  hath  its  rife  at  fome  of  the 

mountains  on  the  fouth^and,  running  north-eaftward,  waters 

the  kingdoms  of  Dawaro  and  Jdel,  and  there  is  fwallowod 

Country     yp  iji  the  quick-iands  ;  but  the  country  -  is  barren,^  dry,  aad 

poor  and    f^n^jy^  producing  no  kind  of  food,  for  cattle  but  only  leaves; 

barren,      labours  under  great  fcarcity  of  water,  and  that  which  their 

wells  afford  is  brackifli  and  un'^yhQlfome  '.   *rheinhabitami| 

InbGhi-    .  are  MoorSy  and  confequently  lazy  and  i;idigent,  fearful  and 

tants  black  diffident  qf  aU  the  Europeans,  and  efpeciaUy  of  the  Poriw 

ana  poor,  /.  *  .  4  *         . 

c  H  A  p^  V.    : 

ne  Hifiory  pf  the  Cmntty  of  Ajan,  al.  Alcan ;  md  oj 
the  Kingdoms  and  States  kiknpng  P9  ft. 

The  coup  npHIS  large  traft  of  land,  which  extends  itfelf  on  tlw 

^Ajan       J-    north   fide,  along  the  fou^hem  ^6aft  of  the  gulph  a 

defcrihed:  Babel  mandel,  quite  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  ^r/r  oh  tfiat  fid(^ 

or  to  the  cape  called  Guardafuy\  and  dn  the  eaftern  fid^ 

from  the.faid  cape,  on  the  t2th  deg.  north  latitude,  quite  tc 

the  equinoxlal  line,  which  divides  this  laft  coaft  from  that  0! 

Zanguebary  was  once  contiguous  to,  if  not  wholly  a  pan 

,        of,  the  Jbiffiman  empire;  though  long  fince  n6t  only  dif 

hn^oms    membered  froto   it,  and  divided  into  fcvcral  infi^rior  king 

-  <^  opging    ^^^^^  byj.  gy^jj  parted  from  it  by  the  Gathsy  Gafatesy  am 

*        other  barbarous   nations,  whkrh  are  fettled  between  them 

and  this  may  be  the  reafon  why  the  j4rabs  ftiltgive  to  thcfi 

coafts  the  name  oi  AheXy  or  HabgXy  or  Mpjfmini  thougl 

others  give  them  that  of  Jjarty  or,  as  the  PortvgUeJe  write  \t 

Jxan,     So  that  upon  the  whole,  the  laft  nttine^dth  not  f( 

much  imply  the.  name  of  a  particular  kingdodi,  as-meft  geoi 

graphers  would  intimate,  as  a  general  one  of  a  Hiaritiin< 

traft  containing   feveral  petty  kingdoms  dnd   Hates ;   thi 

principal  of  which  are,  die  kingdoms  of  Jdely  al.  Zeila, 

MagadoxOy  or  Madagoxo,  on  the  coafts,  and  ibtine  others  n 

the  inland,  little  known  to  us  but  by   their  names :  am 

laftly,  and,  what  we- mention  for  its  fingilldHty  »n  thofc 

parts,  the  republic  of  ^r^z^tf*. 

The  generality  of  geographers  have  addad  andther  kiflg- 

'  dom,  viz.  that  of  Jdeay  within  this  country  oi  Jjatiy  and 

place  it  near  th^it  q{  Magadoxo;  but  which  we-fii^  in  the 

'  lid.  ibid.  Ludolph,  Ethiop.  1.  i.  c.  2.  n.  11.        •  Marmoi 
Afric.  I X.  <:.  10.  Sanvt.  I,  a4i*  ©AVjTr,  DAPm,  *  al. 

fequel 
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'bqxid  ibew  that  it  is  a  mere  io[iaginary  oae^  as  well  as  Its 

pretended  opulent  capital  of  the  fame  name,  and  feated  on 

the  fem^  coaft.     All  the  eaftern  coaft  of  ^ an  is  a&med  to>/«^'/f 

he  a  mere  fandy  and  barren  traft,  producing  neither  corn,  ^ 

^in,  firijit,  nor  any  animal,  but  of  the  wild  kind ;  for  which 

reafon  it  is  moft  commonly  called  the  defer t  .coaft.    Stxt  9is  fro^ce ; 

you  advance  farther  northward,   and  albjjgr  the  northern 

cooft,  you  meet  with  a  very  fertile  cpiintry*,  which  produces 

,grea:t  plenty  of  all  forts  of  provifion,  in  which  it  drives  a  gre^t 

commerce,  and  more  particularly  in  an  cxceUeut  breed  ^of  commerte  i 

horfes,  in  great  requeft,  and  which  foreign  merc^nts  fetch 

in  great  quantities,  in. exchange  for  filks,  cottons>"  an4jQjh^r 

.clothes.  ^'  •  r 

.The  inhabitants  along  this  laft  coaft  are  moftly  whit^, /«j&/i^iV 
witfi  long  laukhair;  but  grow  more  tawny^  or  even  xjuite /««//; 
black,  as  you  proceed  towards  tjie  foutb.     Here  arc  plenty 
of  negroes,  who  live  and  interma^^ry  with  the  Bedowin  Jrah^^ 
mi.  carry  on  a  great  commerce  with  them,  which  confifts  in 
j^,  flaves,  horfes,  ivory,  ijc*  which  they  commonly  brii^g 
'fcom    Ahijfiniay     with  which  they  are  almoft   coiiftantly 
^  war,   and   of   which   they  plunder  ^hd  ravage  whole 
proviocejS.     As  they  are  all  either  zealbu3   Mohan^nedan^^  religion  5 
M  Bedawins,  an  idolatrous  and  fuperiStious  fefl:  amoiig  the 
JrabSf  fo  thgy  ire  alike  enemies  to  the  Jbijinians^  who  are 
Vfll  Chriffians ;  and  the  froqufent  inroad$  they  make  upon 
I'lhem  renders  them  warlike  and  ftout ;  but  all  of  them,  efpe- 
dally  the  Bedowins^  who  are  rude  and  brutifh,  are  arrant 
9^eves ;  but  mor6  ptojcularly  fhofe  who  Yvrt  neareft  to  the  ^^^^^* 
.trading  coafts  ^.    Let  us  nqw  take  a  view  of  thofe  kingdoms 
irtiichare  irfcluded  within  this  trafl:,'  beginning  wii?h  that  #f 

j^^  as'theWoft^confidef able,  and  beftknown  to  us:     ^  ^ . 

■   '       '  •  .    ,  #. 

SEC  T.    L 

Tbi  Hifioryof  the  Kingdm  of  Adcly  W.  Zeila. 

^liy ROM  the  full  and  copious  accoufit  We  hare  given  of  the  ja^rrdom 
^   vaft  and  nobfe  empire  of  Habdjby  or  AbiJJiniiiy  in   the  oMdeW. 
*for^oing  chapter,  our  readers  muft  not  expeft  the  like  com-  Zeila> 
plete  hiilpry  of  this,  and  other  kingdoms  there  mentioned 
as  contiguous,  and  at  frequent  wars  withiits  monarchs  y  o^ir         ' 
Europeans  be^ng  ftill  to  this  day  as  little  acquainted  with  the 
•^ne,  as  they  were  formerly  with  the  other:  that  is, -till  the 
-fortuguefe  ajid  their  miffidnaries  were  invited  thither  by  rile 

*>  Id.  ibid.  SoMMAR  regn,  Axw.  tr,  3.  ap.  Davity,  Magin.    , 

Abiffittian 
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whyfiiii'Aiiffiniancoxirt,  and  met  with  fuch  encouragement  from  th^xi, 
tie  knomin  as  enabled  them  to  give  the  world  fo  uncommon  a  hlftory  of  it^ 
to  theE\X'  and  which  might  have  been  much  more  extenfive  ftill,  had 
ropeans.    ^j^qC^  fathers  been  as  intent  upon  that  as  they  were  upon 
reducing  the  Ethiopian  church  to  the  fee  of  Rome ;  which  if 
they. could  once  have  compaffed,  according  to  their  fanguiM 
ho|)es,  would  have  af&rded  them  more  time  and  opportuni- 
ties of  enlarging  their  defcriptionof  it. 

But  it  was  this  extraordinary  welcome,  and.  the  uaufual 
carefles  of  the  Ethiopic  court,  which  rendered  them  fufpefted 
and  odious,  and  with  them  ^1  other  Europeans,  to  all  die  ad- 
jacent kingdonis  above-mentioned ;  and  to  a  higher  degree,  as 
they  were  moftly  either  zealous  Mohammedaus,  or  barbarous 
idolaters,  giveh  to  all  kinds  of  fuperftitions  and  cruelties,,  and 
irrecohcileable  enemies  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  to  the  Romifh  church  ';  for  that  was  all  tKc 
,  vChriftianity  they  knew.     So  that  it  is  no  wonder  both  M^- 
Haw     ^J^i^p^  and  Heathens  did'fo  unanimoufly  join  in  guarding  aJl 
fufteQii    ^^  avenues  into  their  own  dominions  againft  all  thofe  foj 
hTthe       odious  and  dreaded  interlopers,  and  in  exercifing  the  moft 
Adelite     cruel  feverities  a[gainll  as  many  of  them  as  found  means  to. 
kings.        elude  their  vigilance,  and  ventured  to  penetrate,  under  va- 
rious difguifes  and  nretences,  into  any  part  of  their  territo- 
ries (A).     We  have  leen,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  chapter,  hp^ 
few,  if  any,  of  thefe  infatuated  zealots,  who  have  attempted  it, 
have  efcaped  a  difcovery,  and  how  dreadfully  thofe  have  bien 

(A)  To  this  we  may  add  an-  ryiog  ofFall  they  found  of  value ' 

other  no  lefs Hinging  and  cogent  amongft .  them,  as  lawiful  plua- 

motive  for  this  jealoufy   and  der ;.  and  what  was  as  bad,  ^ ' 

hatred ;   'vi%,   the    many  and  not  ftill  worfe,  the  cruel  tyran- 

fwifi  conqueHs  which  the  Vor-  ny  and  oppreiiion  they  eirer- 

tuguefe  have  made,  both  on  the  cifedon  all  thofe  who  fubmitted 

eaHem  and  weftern  c6aft8L  of  totheiif  yoke  (i),  and  for  which 

Afric  (to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  they  quickly  became^  and,  on  ^ 

they  made  alfo  in /ir JifitfV  ;  the  their  account,  all  dhc  i?«ro/^tfM 

inhuman  treatment  they  fhewed  in  general,  and  the  very  name 

to  thofe  prince^  and  ftaces  who  of  Chriftian,   odious  through 

refofed  to  fabmit  to  their  fuperi-  all  thofe  parts,  ^  we  iiave  at* 

or  force,by  reducing  their  ftate-  xt^i^y  (hpwn  in  f^veral  parts 

ly  cities  into  afhes  with    their  of  this  work  *,  and  (hall  have 

artillery,  putting  all  to  fire  and  ftill  farther  occaiion  to  (hew  in 

fword  that  oppofed  them^  car-  the  feqael. 

(1}  Dfhh  x'ti,  Ojforh  hifi.  Portug,  per  tot.      •  Vid»  int.  »L  «•»/.  vii.  f.  ii^,  fif 
/«f .  &  alik  paff,  viii.  p.iisS^  345»  ^'*  '•  9*  ^  *57»  ^  fit'  '•  «<>•  f'M»  ^» 

Jtkewtft  btrf after  cur  tifterj  ef  Cffijro,  jln^clo,  f^c. 

irwe4. 
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'\  treated,  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands  ^.  Our  readers, 
I  therefore,  need  not  be  furprifed,  all  thefe  things  duly  weigh- 
ed, if  we  hitherto  aire  able  to  fay  fo  little  of  thofe  kingdoms ; 
|ho*  their  hearnefs  to,  and  their  coiiimerce,  or,  more  proper- 
ly, wars  and  irruptions  into,  the  Ahijfinian  empire,  of  which 
ive  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  courfe  of  that 
iiftory,  will  hardly  p^mit  us  to  puiis  over  fo  many  potent 
princes  and  ftates  as  were  there  mentioned,  without  giving 
the  beft  account  we  can  meet  with  concerning  them. 

Of  all  the  neighbouring  enemies  which  the  Abijftnian 
monarchs  have  bs^  for  fome  centuries  pafl,  the  king  of 
AM  hath  been  the  wpft  powerful  and  inveterate,  and  that 
cfpecially  on  account  of  religion,  both  he  and  his  fubjefts 
Wng  zealous  Mohammedans^  /lot  only  cultivated,  bu,t  care-  .  r 
^y  intailed  the  bitter  rancour  on  his  fucceiTore  agalnil  the 
I  S^inians  and  their  faith  ;  and  this  hoftile  animofity  in-  •  •  • 

/flPKifed  fliU  more,  from  the  time  that,thefe  emperors  applied* 
to  the  Portugue/e  for  help,  and  were  enabled,  by  their  fupe- 
jjorfldll  and  valopr,.to  give  their  Mohammedan  enemies 
fcTeral  coniiderable  overthrows,  of  which  We  have  given  an 
account  in  the  preceding  chapter  b.  :        . 

But  nothing  did  fo  effeftually  darm  and  confirm  ths:: Their  re^ 
Mite  princes,  and  their  allies,  in  their  jealoufy  and  rtknt^i/entment 
went  againft  the  Ethiopic  court,  as  th^t.  mean  and  unworthy- a^ainjf' 
offer  of  the  emperor  above-mentioned  to  fubmit  tht  Abiffiniaii  '^'.  Abif- 
'  phurch  to  theauthorityofthe^<?w^«  fee,  which  they  doubted  fi*^'^"^  ^^- 
not  would  infallibly,  engage  all  -the  Chriftian,  that  is,  as  they:^^'"''' 
imaged,  all  the  European  powers  to  their  ailiilancer  to  de« 
feoy,  at  once,  Mohammed^m  and /Tif^/^^w j/i&  fuperftitioih,  andL 
ledttce  all  their  dominions  under  the  Ethiopic  yoke.     They  and  hatred 
l^d,  by  that  time,  had  many  fmarting  proofs  of  the  fuperio-  to  the 
|ity  of  the  Portugue/e,  in  point  bodi  of  valour  and  martial  Portu- 
ffifcipUne  ;  and  it  was  become  an  ufual  faying,  among  their  guefe. 
daftardly  troops,  and  thdfe  of  their  allies,  thatthofe;z^w  comers 
were  not  men,  hut  devils  ir}carrui,te,  and  that  at  was  impoffible  Dread  of 
to  make  head  againft  them.     And  if  fuch  a  fmall  army  oi  their  arm. 
tiiem,  fcarcely  amounting  to  300,  could  perform  fuch  un- 
heard of  wonders,  in  favour  of  the  Abiffinian  monarchs,  what 
could  they  expe^  lefs  from  the  united  forces  of  all  the  Eu- 
ropean princes,  but  unavoidable 'deftruftion  ?   What  method, 
therefore,  was  more  likely  to  ward  off  fo  fatal  a  blow,  than 
to  engage  all  his  allies,  and  other  powers  far  and  ntar,  who 
Kre  equally  threatened'with  the  fame  ruin,   to  join  with 
him  not  only  all  their  home  forces,  but  likewife  in  the  fame 

?  Sceb^pre,p.  3i6,&fcq.        *  Ibid.  p. 226,  &  feq.  239,  &  feq. 
^  caution 
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Care  of  cautioti  and  vigilance,  to  ftop  eve^y  avenue  to  their  rSfpec- 
luarding  tive  dominions  againft  «li  ftrangcrs,  under  whatfoever  dif- 
tbiir  gqife  or  pretence.  All  which  was  fo  punftaaBy  and  eSec- 
loafts  tually  done,  that  if  the  fo  much  wMhed-forallkoce  between 
^^^^  the  AbiffiniAn  monarch  and  the  European  powers  had  takeaf 
place,  which  it  did  not,  and  thefe  had  thought  fit  to  feiiiJ 
him  a  new  reinforcement  of  men  and  arms,  they  •  woqM 
have  found  the  landing  them  upon  any  of  their  coafls,  and 
much  more  fhcif  penetrating  through  their  dominioos,  alto^ 
gether  imprafticaWe.  Neith«-  did  its  anexprifted  mifcar- 
riage  permit  thefe  princes  to  abate  of  their  care  and  vigl-* 
lance,,  but  have  followed  the  fame  precautious  method  cver. 
fince,  and  with  all  poffiblefuccefs. 
htuatidn.  The  kingdom  of  Jdel^  fo  called  from  its  metropolis  (B)/ 
and  ZeUa^  from  another  eminent  fca-port  of  that  kingdom,  h 
hwiJanest  fituatealong  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  bounds 
it  on  the  north ;  from  theftreights  of  Mean,  oc  Babel  Mandd^ 
on  the  weft ;  to  the  cape  <rf  Guardafuy^  on  the  eaft,  which  i? 
theutmoft  verge  of  this  coaft,  on  this  fide,  fromivhichjt 
begins  to  wind  itfelffouth-weft,  along  the  Indian  fea,  1^ 
which  it  is  bounded  on  the  eaft.-  Its  limits  on  thefbuth  ex- 
tend to  the  kingdom  of  Magadoxo,  fr«n  which  it  is  divided 
by  the  river  of  that  name,  and  on  the  weft  hath  the  Gttllas, 
or  Cailas,  the  kingdoms  of  Bali,  Dovaro,  and  Dancati.  Ifc$ 
full  extent,  on  either  fide,  is  not  -certainly  known  ;  the 
longeft  is  along  the  coaft,  4rom  eaft  to  wdl,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  be  about -1 60  leagues,-  and  the  leaft,  from  north  to'fouth, 
about  72*.  Ancient  geographers,  however;  gave  it  a  mnch 
Jarger  extent,  and  it  had,  according  to  them,  many  more  con- 
fiderable  provinces,  ^bich  the  Turkijh  conquefts  have  fince 
difmembered  from  it,  as  we  ftxall  fee  in  the  fequeL  Wc 
meet  with  but  an  imperfeft  account  of  the  inland  part  of  tho 
kingdom,  except  that  Marmol,  or  rather  his  French  tranfla"* 

*  Sanut,  Marmol,  Da viTY, Dapper,  Afric.  &  al. 

(B)  Marni»lcsL]h  tke  metro-  fays,  the  kingdom  is  called,  it 

polis  of  this  kingdom  Jran  (6)>  is  very  likely,  as  the  judicious 

but  neither   defcribes  it,    nor  Mr«  iudtffk  conjedtures,  that  it 

takes  any  other  notice  of  t^hat  wa^  given  to  it  by  fome  Euro^ 

of  Mel,  th  an  giving  it  the  title  of  feans^  from  an  eminent  fea-  port 

a  loyal  city,  which  wc  are  told  which  it  hath  on  the  northern 

!s   the;  name  of, die  kingdom  coaft,   and  was,  perhaps,  the 

knd  its  capita!.   As  for  that  of  only  place  of  note  they  knew 

Z^a,  or  Zeilas  by  which,  he  in  it  (7). 

(6)  Afrits  iik,s,  r.  X.  (7)  Sitkii^af  tf  Miffinig^ 


M%  mei^do&t-fisK  dtks^ih  te, •beiides<  that  of  ZeiUt  ztd  tbc 

fimi^a^ipAi  of  Adel  aad  jfran,  above-nacntioned ;  viz.  Bali, 

^f»r^tComiZAfd»f  Nifvorata^  zxkASficeh  to  v^hich  a  modern 

MDgrapher  a4d$  ihree  more ;  viz.  JiiffagureUa^  fituate  on  a 

'^[^  hiy  in  the  center  of  that  kingdom ;  BarbarUf  fituat^ 

¥i^  Ae  bottom  of  d.  bay,  into  which  the  river  Ho-wacha  for- 

iiirfy  diftharged  itfelf ;  and  Mita^  on  the  eafbrn  banks  of 

the  river  Soaly  on  the  northern  coafl  ^    T^c  moft  confide- 

tAh  places  on  the  eaftern  coaft  are  Jfum,  or  Jfion  (C).     It  metropolii 

^  t  fmall  town,  bnt  abounds  with  prpviiions  and  other  re-  and  other 

fteSiments  for  mariners ;  but,  having  no  haven,  is  nbt  much  ^Wvffi* 

Idbrted  to.     The  next  to  it  is  the  cape  of  Gtuurdafuy^  fup- 

\  pofed  to  be  the  Jromata  of  Ptoltmy  /  it  lies  north  of  j^fmn 
ibout   12  degrees  and  a  half  of  latitude,  over-againft  the 

•  tta&d  of  Sucotra,  or  Zocotora^   in  Jrabia  Felix.    Turning 
fteth-wefhvard  from  the  faid  cape,  one  meets  with  the  towns 

'ciSalin,  the  ancient  Mojilon  of  Ptolemy  ;  then  Barbara^  Me*     , 
VH  and,  lail  of  all,  Zeila,  faid  to  be  the  fineft  and  ricbefi;  in 

/^t  kingdom  ',  ^id  the  only  one  we  meet  with  any  account 
of  iirorth  inferthig, 
ZEtLA  is  feated  on  a  fpacious  bay,  juft  upon  coming  Zeila  ^^^ 

'to  of  the  ftreightsof  Babel  Mandela  and,  from  its  fituation,yfr/^^^. 
Jfems  to  be  the  Jvarita  of  Ptolemy.     It  retains  flill  fome 

.noble  relicks  of  its  ancient  fplendor.  The  houfes  are  built  of 
ftdne  and  morter,  the  ftrects  wide  and  regular,  its  haven  very 
tbtomodious,  and  well  frequented,  and  is  both  populous, 
aad  carries  on  a  coniiderable  commerce,  it  being  the  place 
ftrough  which  the  greateft  part  of  the  merchandizes,  which  ^^^  ^^«(» 
arc  carried  into  the  JbiJ/inian  empire,  commonly  pafs,  as  well  ^rct. 
istHofe  which  are  confumed  in  the  kingdom  of -^^<e/;  the 
rtvenuc  of  which  is  fo  coniiderable,  that  the  kings  of  it  are 
tften  at  war  with  thofc  of  Aden  about  It ;  upon  which  account 

■  Afriq.l.  x.  c.  7.  ^La  Martiniere  Tub  Adel.  Mar-  - 

**oi,l.  X.  c.  7.  Dc  la  Croix,  voL  iv,  c.  1 1.  s  Sanut, 

Marmol,  &  al.  fap.  citat. 

(C)  This  city  Mr.  C?nrf///tf,  carious  traveller,  chap.  8.   This 

Of-  miftake,   places   near   the  fhews  how  little  dependence  is 

^^>?V^om  of  Melinda^   beyond  to  be  had  oa  fuch  colledtors, 

.4e  river  Cimanchi,    on  the  -4^fl»  being  the  fame  with  ^wr, 

toaft  (A  Aden  (8),  and  been  pro-  or  Afumay  and  far  enough  from.    ' 

wbly  led  into  the  error  by  a  the  kingdom  of  MeUnda  or  tlie       \ 

^mci&colleftoin  of  travels,  in-  coafl  of  ^</^»  (9). 
tttulcd.  La  Voyageur  curieux^  or 

_P)  t^iaioK.fuivoc,  C9)  Fid.  Dipper  Afticc^  fuh  M i^  Sanfin,  Lm 

'^min,Qc.fukAfum^  Afion. 

tbs, 
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the  former  keeps  conftantly  z  fboog  ganifon  ia  it;  bat 
'  more  particularly  on  account  of  its  being  the  chief  place  by 
which  the  European  mii&onaries  endeavour  to  get  into  Ab^'- 
fmia  ;  and  here  it  was  that  two  of  them,  viz.  Franc.  Mf 
chado  and  Bernard  Ferreira^  having  attempted  to  land  whh 
that  defign,  were  apprehended  and  put  to  death,  an.  1624, 
by  order  of  the  king  of  Adel^  as  we  have  hinted  in  the  prd^ 
ceding  chapter  f. 

This  fea-port  had  indeed,  at  that  time,  all  the  advantage 

of  commerce  over  that  of  Aden^  till  the  arrival  of  the  Porta* 

guefe  fleet,  in  the  year  1517,  Which  utterly  deftroycd  iti  . 

^       ,.    fince  which  time  Aden  hath  gained  that  advantage.     There 

ties  in  oftd^^^  however,  fbme  confiderable  traffic  carried  on  in  it  by  the 

exports.     Arabs,  who  brought  thither  Negro,  flaves,  elephants  teeth, 

gold  dufl,  meyron,  and  other  gums,  which  they  bought  io 

Abijfmia,  and  fold  to  the  merchants  that  came  from  other 

parts  thither  to  purchafe  them. 

The  territory  about  ZeUa  is  rich  and  fertile,  if  we  may 
believe  Mamud ;  but  others  reprefent  it  as  dry,  fandy,  and 
Want  of  barren,  and  fo  deftitute  of  water,  that  the  inhabitants  are 
nuater.  obliged  to  go  two  days  journey  for  it  *•.  Much  of  the  &na 
nature  is  the  whole  canton  it  belongs  to^  in  which^  however,' 
we  are  told  there  are  two  other  cities,  named  Dalaca  and  Ma^ 
laca^  but  nothing  further  relating  to  them. 

The  next  city  of  note  is  Barbora,  fituate.  at  the  bottomof 
convenient  bay,  on  anilland  of  its  name,  but  called  by  DelJflt 
AlonJi.  It  hath  been  all  along  a  kind  of  rival  in  commeroe 
with  that  of  ZeiUiy  and  is  nolefs  reforted  to  by  foreign  mer- 
chants, who  carry  on  much  the  fame  traffic.  It  is  iitaate 
over-agalnfl  the  city  of  Aden,  and  made  once  a  coniiderabk 
figure,  but  was  plundered  and  burnt  by  the  Por^tuguefe  fleet, 
an.  1 5 1 8,  who  expe^ed  to  have  found  a  confiderable  fpoil 
in  it,  but  were  happily  difappointed,  the  inhabitants  having 
had  time  enough  beiFore*hand  to  convey  themfelves  and  their 
moft  valuable  efFe6ts  away.  The  ifland  which  is  almoft 
contiguous  to  the  Terra  Firma^  is  very  fertile,  and  produces' 
plenty  of  corn,  fruits,  and  catde,  great  part  of  which  i« 
exported,  by  the  fame  merchants,  into  other  countries*. 
The  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Adel  being  naoftly  ti^ 
and  with  very  few  high  hills  ;  they  have  feldom  atiy  rains; 
but  that  defeft  is  abundantly  fupplied  by  the  rivers  whicb  ^ 
run  through  it  in  gi-eat  plenty  ^. 

t  Sec  before, p.  226,  &alib.  pair.  *»  Davit Y,DAPFEit,&aJ' 
ubifupra.  »  MARMOL,ibid.  c.  g.  Dappie,&  al.  ^^^Mar- 
MOL,  ubi  fupra. 

*  There 


C^.'        tie  Xingdm  ofM€i^  al  Zeila:  367^ 

There  Is  oik  among  the  reft,  named  the  Hawq/b^  which  Rin/tru 
comes  down  from  the  AbiJJinian  mountams,  on  the  confines 
of  the  provinces  of  Xaoa  and  Ogge^  which  receives  fome  other 
rivers  into  it,  and  takes  a  coniiderable  circuit  before  it  comes 
into  the  kingdom  of  JdeL    It  is  called  ISmanci,  and  is  very  7-^^^  ^ 
broad  ajid  deep,  and  hardly  inferior  to  the  Mle,  excepting  Kimaaci 
in  the  length  of  its  courfe ;  for  it  hath  fcarce  run  iix  miles  deJcHMi 
through  it,  before  the  inhabitants  divide  it  into  fuch  a  great 
number  of  canals,  that  it  is,  in  fome  meafure,  exhaufted  before 
it  reaches  the  fea.     This  renders  the  country  fo  rich  in  grain,  g^^/ . 
fiiiits,  and  other  provifions,  as  are  more  than  fufficient  ioxprodttcey 
the  people,  and  part  of' it  is  conveyed  into  other  neighbouring 
Idngdoms,  efpcdally  thofe  of  Aden  and  Zeiden.    They  have 
plenty  of  wheat,  barley,  and  millet ;  they  have  variety  of 
ibeep,  cows,  and  other  beafts.  Some  of  their  iheep,  like  thofe 
'^  Syria,  Jrabia,  and  other  parts,  have  large  tails,  which 
commooly  weigh  between  20  and  30  pounds  K 

Bu  T  their  main  traffic  conilfts  in  gold-duft,  depHants  teeth, 
fiankiiKenfe,  and  Negro  flaves ;  all  which  they  fetch  chiefly 
nom  Abiffinia^  with  whom  they  are  continually  at  war,  and 
plfs  no  opportunities  of  making  inroads  into  fome  of  their  /^^^^ 
jipovinces,  and  whence  they  leldom  return  without  ff^^^  into  hhiU 
qnantides  of  all  that  kind  of  plunder.    This  is  afterwards  finia^ 
ptonveyed,  as  was  lately  obferved,  to  the  port  of  Zeila,  where 
they  never  fail  of  meeting  ^th  merchants  from  Arabia,  Cam-^ 
%a,  and  other  parts,  ready  to  exchange  them  for  cloths  of 
cotton,  iilk,  and  linen,  of  various  forts ;  collars,  bracelets,  and 
odier  ornaments,  of  amber,  chryftal,  and  other  materials  ; 
dates,  raiilns,  fire-arms,  Arabian  horfes,  and  other  fuch  com- 
modities™. '  ^ 

The  Adelites  are  ftout  and  warlike,  and  fight  with  iwt-  inbahi' 
prifing  intrepidity  againft  the  AbiJJinians,  as  well  out  of  zeal  tantsde-' 
for  religion,  as  in  hopes  of  plunder ;  the  former  being  all  ftaunchy^r/^^<^ 
KAamnedans,  and  the  latter  a  pufillanimous  fort  of  Chrifti- 
i  aas,  in  no-wife  equal  to  them  either  in  valour,  difcipline,  or 
Warlike  weapons ;  thofe  •  of  the  Abijftniansi  efpecially  in  the  ^eafom 
fcmote  parts,  confifting  chiefly  of  bows  and  arrows,  lances,  andai/ci^ 
wd  javdins,  all  wretchedly  fabricated ;  and  the  ordinary  fort  t^^^^ » 
?ow>Pg  them  having  hardly  any  thing  better  than  long  ftaves, 
fijarp-pointed  on  one  or  both  ends,  and  hardened  in  the  fire, 
to  fence  againft  their  enemies ;  whereas  the  Adelites  zxt  fur- 
Aiihed,  by  the  Turks  and  Arabs,  with  variety  of  fire-arms,*^.^.^^ 
and  other  ofieofive  weapons,  which  they  exch^e,  as  we 

'  Marmol,  Davivty^  k  al.  ub.  fup.  ^  Be&uvd. 

Marmol,  &al. 
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hiated  .abovci  for  flaves,   gold-duft,  and  otber  Ab\fimm 
plunder ;  and,  by  their  frequent  incurfions  into  thatemjare^ 
are  much  better  trained  u^  to  the  martial,  or  rather  plunder* 
€omplexi'  ing,  trade.     Their  conxplexion,  afong  the  northern  ooaft,  is 
ea;  of  a  tawny  Brown  i  but  the  farther  one  proceeds  towards  dii 

fouthern  parts,  the  more  one  finds  tbem  draw  towards  f 
drefi  ;  downright  black.  Their  drefs  chiefly  coofifts  of  a  cdttoft 
piece  of  doth,  which  covers  them  only  from  the  girdle  to  t 
fettle  below  the  knee,  all  the  reft  of  their  body  bding  naketh 
except  the  king,  and  nobles  of  both  fexes,  who  wear  a  kial; 
of  loofe  garment,  which  covers  their  whole  body,  and  a  o^^ 
over  their  head :  all  the  reft  go  bare-headed  arid  bare-foote^ 
They  are,  however,  very  fond,  the  women  efpecially,  cf 
adorning  then*  necks,  arms,  wrifts,  and  ankles,  with  braoBi*! 
lets  of  elafs,  amber,  and  other  fuch  trinkets.  • 

reRzion*  ^^  ^^  already  hinted  that  thdr  religion  is  MohammeJ^ 
and  their  government  monarchical  and  defpotic,  though  unto 
Govern-  the  proteftioo  pf  the  grand  fjgnor,  to  whom  the  kings  of  ft 
'tnertt  def-  pay  a  kind  of  homage  and  tribute  for  it.  It  was  at  firftfouni 
ptic.  ed,  as  we  are  told%  by  one  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  flj 
By  <ujhom  the  imperial  family  dt  Abijfmia^  named  SalatrUy  who,  hai^ 
Ay^-^**^- ing  found  means  toefcapeout  of  the  rocky  pr^fbn,  inwhidi 
^*  tbofe  unhappy  pripces  were  heretofore  wont  to  be  confined^ 

into  this  jdngdom,  or,  perhaps,  only  then  province,  of  Ai^ 
pat  himfelf  under  the  proteftiou  of  the  then  kingof  Zeila,  wha^' 
foon  .after,  gave  him  his  only  daughter  in  marriage,  upon  1^ 
turning  Mohammedan*  And  it  was  by  his  aififtance  that  hd 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  firft,  and,  after  his  death,  fuccceded' 
him  in  the  other,  and  nfade  of  both  one  kingdom.  ThS^ 
•  prince,  like  moft  renegadoes,  became  a  moft  inveterate  ene-. 
my  to  all  Chrifti^ns,  and  was  jcontinu^ly  at  war  with  foiMf' 
^  •  *  of  them,  and  narrowly  efcaped  falling  into  the  hands  of  th^' 
Pdrtuguefe,  upon  their  landing  at  his  old  capital  of  Zeiki^' 
and  plundering  and  (etting  it  on  fire.  Concerning  whicfci 
tranfaftion  we  have  the  following  account  from  feme  of  thdf  ^ 
writers  P.  .'* 

Thjeir  fleet  had  fuffered  greatly  by  want  of  provifionsj 
and  amongft  them  that  loft  their  lives  by  it,  w5^s  Don  Dmr* 
ie  de  Galvan^  who  was  fent  ambaflador  to  Ahiffinia  by  king 
Emanuel  SiidreZy  who  commanded  the  fleet,  haringdlf 
patched  fome  of  his  fhips  in  queft  of  fome  frefli  fupply  without 
fuccefs,  refolved  to  fail  to  Zeila,  then  very  rich  and  populous  j 
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n  Liettr,  di  Andr.  Cons  alt.  .  '  <>  De  hoc  vid.  ftp.  P* 
112,  &  fc<i.  &  (E).  P  CoDiNGQ  ^  reb.  Abiffia.  I.  ii.  Ossori<> 
Portiijuefc  conquefts,  &  aU 


^  C  5»        the  kifigdm  ^  Add.  >?/.  ^eila.'  |$j]| 

hat,  to  his  gre^t  furprij^e,  found  It  deferred  by  its  inhab!t^2U$^ 
Irho  carried  off  all  their  valuable  efFe£bs/and  left  only  a 
grndguiHon  to  defend  it.     ths  Portugueje  finding  it  im* 
I  poffibk  to  get  any  provifions,  dither  for  love  or  money,  una^ 
I  Ittmoudy  agreed  to  ilorm  i^  -^iuch  they  might  the  naore  ea{Uy 
do,  as  it  had  n^etther  walls,  towers,  or  any.other  fortifications^ 
They  landed  accordingly  fome  of  their  forces,  who  ftoo(J 
^vn  up  in  arms  akmg  the  ihore,  expefting,  with  impa* 
imx,  the  rdl,.  which  Suarez  was  to  fend  after  them  :  but, 
Ifidii^.that  ht  did  not  dijpatch  them  fo  fooa  a^  he  might 
kare  done,  whilft  th^mfeb^s  were  expofed  to  all  the  infults  of 
Acgarrifon,  they  at?kngth  refolved  to  enter  >t  with  fword 
41  kind;  aodliaving,  with  <lifficulty,  maftered  one  part,  and  Satatm 
repulfed  the  other,  thdy  fell  a  plundering  the  hpufes,  and  ^/^ir/^i^ 
carried  off  a  confiderable  qnmlHty  of  f»-oyiiJons,  the  hcfihythf  .  . 
•art  of  which  they  fcnt  on  board  th^  fleet,  and  deftroyed  the  Portu- 
left,  tcgether  with  the  city,  wfeich  they  fet  on  fire,  and  re-  ^^f^*^*     , 
duced  to  afties.     This  is  the  plaufible  account  thcfe  authors  ^^^  Z-^*' 
Ifineof  their  countrymens  deftroying  ihis  and  many  other  fair  ^^^^ 
ttd  opulent  cities,  and  thw  mimbltants,  on  that  and  other  2ei]a. 
ImAs;  and  who  can  wonder,  afjtier  this,  at  tb^ir  yery  name 
hiring becoikieexecraUe  all  osrer  thofe  parts,  and,  upon  their 
llEoaunt,    that  of  Fmnk^  Europeany    and  ChriAian?     ^o.  Hatred  t^ 
fttw  hinted  abore  that  the  usew  Jkii^  of  Add  was  defeat*  theChrif^ 
ri,  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  t^^n  prifpoer  by  them  ^^^ns^ 
ibottt  this  time  ^  ;  but  whether  it  was  at  the  plundering  of 
^k^  or  at  fome  other  encoput^  with  them^  we  cajnuot  be 
lertaiD.    Howeirer,  what  we  have  here  related  is  ^naore  thaa 
Efficient  to  juftify  his  rancour  and  refentment  againft  them. 
•  His  fucceflbr^  whom  fome  call  Gradahemett  %  Bemuidez  ^        ^j 
^ottmho,  or  G^rhanna,  but  others  moft  commonly  Grenia,  or  ^-  Grain- 
^mhey  was  a  prince  who  inhoitited  all  the  irreconcileable  he, 
faired  againft  the.Chriftiansift  general,  bnt  more  particularly  ^^  ^^ 
l^inft  the  Portuguefe^  and  we  may  add,  who  proved  one  of  ^^  th^ot*' 
the  moil  formidableenemies  they  had  to  encounter  after  their  tugu^e. 
loading  io  thefe  parts,  and  pujL  their  sralour  andp<^UtijGS  to  tibf 
k^^  proof :  fisr  being  timely  apfRifed  pf  t^ir  fleet's  :ap 
f^roach,  l»  l)a4  taken  ^11  ^neceflOny  precaijtipjas^  i^nd  mvgp  the . 
proper  orders  to  his  officers,  in  what  manner  to  a£^  ^gaioft 
filch  of  them  as  &puld.irerttiK«vAtttat^  ^ccojrd- 

ingly  the  lirft  w4io  fe^l  a  fecdfice  t(3ii!ttS;rev«©ge,  \IW€  a  can- 
paoy  of  about  fixty  of  their  defenten^  ivho,  .haiiog  Jeft  their  .  .^ 

^t,  and  gaiaedthe  fhpr«  ia.a)l3mt,:had.uohfl|){£lyifl|?4fd 

«See  DATiTY,^2aultheatirh0r$.eieidln9^}vmi.  -^^^th. 
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Cruel Jfra-(ome  crcck  near  the  port  of  ZWfa,  found  thcmfclves  quickly 

tavern       after  ready  to  pcrilh  with  heat  and  droaght  in  that  futey  and 

a^ainfi      barren  quarter.     One  of  the  king's  commanders  bdng  in- 

n^m.        formed  of  it,-  fent  them  word,  that  if  they  would  deliver  up  their 

arms,  and  furrender  themfelves  to  him,  he  would  immeA* 

^tely  fupply  them  with  water,  ^fluals,  and  other  seceflsuies. 

Their  defperate  condition  tiot  permitting  them  to  hefitate 

about  his  offer,  they  readily  complied ;  which  they  had  ua 

fopner  done,  than  he  ordered  them  all  to  be  butchered  xvpott 

the  ipot^.  We  may  juftly  queftion  whether  any  Mohammedan 

commander  would  have  been  guilty  of  fo  horrid  a  piece  of 

treachery,  efpecially  againft  a  parcel  of  poor  periflung.  dc- 

ferters  fram  an  invading  enemy,  againft  any  other  nation,  or 

Ctffo  important  a  crifis. 

jifrefi  ottt     The  next  engine  they  played  off  againA  the  Pcrtugtufo 

difap:        would  have  proved'  of  much  worfe  confequence,  conld  it 

foinUd      have  taken  ef]feft  fo  foon  afwr  the  former:  we  fliall  give  it, 

as  nearly  as  we  can,  in  the  words  of  our  author. 

W«TLST  thefe  things  were  tranfafting,  thd  admiral  of  tb^ 

.Portugue/e'Aett  fenta  galley  to  Jrkko^  to  exchange  a  tfaou'^ 

fand  ells  of  cotton  tcloth  for  a  certain  quantity  of  beevev 

and  other  provifions  they  wanted.  The  bargai^n  being  madc^ 

the  cattle  was  feized  on  at  once  by  a  Bahr-nagafii /*  named  iV2m| 

belonging  to  the  king  oi  Addf  as  they  were  driving  them  bjf 

land  from  Jrkko  to*  the  pljace  where  the  Portuguefe  vefleil 

were  waititig  to  receive  them.    Immediately  after  which, 

Bahr-nagafh  difpatched  one  of  his  captains  to  teU  the  Poi 

guefe  commander,  that  the  king  his  mafter  was  now  in  poj 

iion  of  the  whole  Ahyjfinian  empire,  which  he  had  lately  ci 

V  quered  from  the  Negus,  or  emperor,  and  to  invite  the  Perj 

tuguejes  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  wii 

him ;  affuring  them  thatthey  ftiould  be  fupplied  from  the: 

with  plenty  of  gold,  flavcs,  ivory,  myrrh,  and  other  vain? 

•^  '  >        able  drugs,  fofficjient  to  carry,  on  a  very  profitable  traflfc 

'.j-..^.    whilft  he  on  his  part  would  take  care  to  furnifh  them  wit 

what  provifions  they  wanted,  and  at  the  fanae  time  rci 

to  them  the  cattle  b^  had  feized  frcnn  them^  and  make 

full  fatisfaAion  for  the  fixty  deferters  he  hadcaufed  to  be  pi 

\o  deatb.  '        •  ,  *  '      .  .* 

hy  thejea-     Here  the  good  patriarch  P^rwidSfZ  failed  .pot  to  cai 

ious  patrh  the  jP^r^d^t/<^  captain  againft  relying  on  the  fair  offers  of 

arch.         Ircj^herotis  Bahr-nagafh,  and  to  advife  him  to  ufe  art  agaii 

art,  and  to  outwit  hun  in-hisown  way.   The  refult  of  wf ' 

*  *  fii«MVP.  rdat.  apud  Ptwica;  Pilgr,  l.vii.-c.  7.p.  1149,^ 
fcq.  «  De  his  vid; fup.  p.  227, 253,  259,  ftal.  paff. 
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J    was,  that  they  fent  him  a  prefcnt  of  a  barrel  of  wine,  and  ^^J^Turk- 
a  frelh  quantity  of  cotton  cloth,  in  cxchaqgc  for  a  new  ifli  BaJ^r- 
fupply  of  cattle  and  provifions,  inftead  of  that  which  they»^f^^»/- 
had  taken  as  a  lawful  prize  from  them :  That  as  to  the  fixty***^^'^'^'^ 
deferters,  they  had  but  a  due  punifliment  from  him  for  their 
treachery ;  and  as  to  thepropofed  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce, itb^ing  then  the  holy  week,  they  were  not  permitted 
to  treat  about  it,  but  would  apply  themfelves  intirely  to 
it,  as  foon  as  the  holy  days  were  iended  j  and  bring  their 
merchandizes  on  ftiore,  for  the  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  con- 
clufion  of  it. 

The  captain,  purfuant  to  the  famfe  advice,  forbad  any'^  /^^ 
Jong-boat  to  go  to  land,  left  any  of  them  fhould  betray  their  ?ortu- 
defign,  or  give  the  Bahr-nagafti  notice  of  it ;  and  at  the  fame  guefe. 
dme  ordered  all  his  foldiers  to  hold  themfelves  ready  to  get 
on  board  all  the  light  veffels  belonging  to  the  f^eet,  with  all 
poffible  fecrefy,  and  without  any  lights,  to  prevent  their  being 
flifcovcred.  Their  meafures  being  thus  taken,  C2tptzin  Martin 
Coreaf  at  the  head  of  600  armed  riien,  went  on  fhore  about 
'ten  of  the  clock  at  night,  and  feized  on  all  the  avenyes  atGjw/  fur* 
which  the  enemy  might  efcape.    In  this  defcent  fomc  of  xh^pHjed. 
^jurh  and  Fartaks  were  flain,  and  part  of  their  bagga^cl 
iSzed,  Carea  not  having  had  time  to  fecure  a  fufficient  quan- 
fity  of  carriages.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Bahr-nagafh  obferv- 
5  that  the  king  his  mailer  betook  himfelf  to  flight,  marched 
eftly  againft  tht  Portu^te/e;  and  was  no  fooner  known  than 
was   Ihot  to  death  hy  sl  Portuguefe  mzTkfoizn]  whilft  zThe  Babr* 
mber   of  Turks p  both  on  foot  and  horfetack,  coming  to  ^azajh 
^  l«fcue,  were  part  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  reft  were  put  t'o^^"*  h  ^ 
jtght.  Cbr^fl  and  the  patriarch  fent  the  head  of  theBahr-nagafli  ^Mtrk/maiu 
^b  the  emprefs  of  Jbijffinia,  with  an  account  of  their  fuccefs- ' 
ul  defcent,  and  firft  defeat  of  her  enemy  the  king  of  Jdel; 
.who  received  both  with  np  fmall  joy,  and  difpatched  foon 
4fter  one  of   her  chief  noblemen    to  Congratulate  them 
jBpon  it. 
This  glorious  }3eg*»nning,   which,   by.  a  well-concerted 
tunterplot,"  at  once  freed  them  from  the  hoftile   defigns 
'  the  Mohammedan  Bahr-naga(h,  opened  a  way  to  their 
troops  through    the    territories    of    the   Jdelite  monarch, 
^aod  gave  bim  and  his  fubje6ls   (b  early  a'  proof  of  the 
^^tuguefe  fuperior  valour  and  policy,  as  excited  a  good;  niim- 
Dher  of  young  gentlemen    in  the -viceroy's  fleet  to  beg  his 
[leave  to  lift  themfelves  as  volunteers  in  this  Ah'iffinim  expe- 
dBtion.     To  this  he  not  only  readily  agreed,   b\jt  -begged 
of  the  patriarch  Bermudez  to  admit  into  that  number  his 
ott  n  brother,  the  brave  Don  Chrlftoph^r  de  G^ma,  and  rc; 
.        A  a    2  cbmmeaded 
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Dmg  eommended  him  as  a  proper  perfbn  to  command  his  little 
Chrlfto«  army  under  him ;  which  was  agreed  to  with  no  lefs  readi* 
pher  dc  ncfs  on  that  prelate's  part.  It  confifted  only  of  400  mea 
Gama  ^^n  armed,  difciplkied  after  the  European  manner,  and  fom« 
^^^*V'  finall  artillef y ;  but  was  ooofiderably  augmented  by  the  num- 
#!^^Porto-^  of  thcfc  volunteera,  'and  their  fcrvants  and  equipage, 
euefe.  "which  proved  of  no  (mall  fervice  in  the  procefs  of  this  ardu- 
.  ous  cnterprize,  both  againft  the  oppofing  force  erf"  the  Adehtes^ 

and  in  the  aiCftance  they  lent  in  getting  the  artillery  over  a 
great  number  of  rocky  mountains  and  difficult  pafles;  which 
cither  fell  iniheir  way,  or  which  they  were  obliged  to  be- 
take tbemfdves  to,  to  amd  the  arms  of  the  Adelite  troops, 
which,  were  every-where  pofted  in  the  moft  advanU^eou$ 
pafles  in  their  way  •". 
^rri'valmi     ^^>^  the^difcoQcerted  king  had  no  fooner  recovered  him* 
Dcwarwa.  fidf  from  his  pamc  at  his  late  furprize  and  defeat,  than  he 
colle(led  all  bis  forces,  as  well  as  thofe  d[  his  allies,  re- 
folving*  at  all  hazards  to  obftrufl  the  paflage  of  the  Ettle 
P'Orttiguefe  army  through  4us  dominions  into  thofe  of  Ahi^* 
HM.    But  whilft  thefe  preparations  were  making  to  ftop  their 
pregrefs,  the  enemy  had  not  only  gained  the  city  of  Dc- 
vforwa  t,  belonging  to  the  Abijimans,  where  the  Bahr-nagafh^ 
who,  commanded  in  the  province,  had  fiurnifhed  them  with 
pjenty  of  provifions,  carriages^  and  other  conveniencies  for 
their  march,  by  order  of  the  emprefs,  who  was  come  thither 
IP  meet  and  accompany  them ;  but  had  already  proceeded 
about  eight  days  journey  through  a  very  rough  and  rock; 
torritory,  whkh  the  kmg  of  Add  had  lately  conquered  from 
tb^  ABiffinianSy  and  were  arrived  at  a  fine  fpacioos  plam,  full 
of  duriftian  inhabitants^  whb  then  groaning  under  2  Mohm- 
medah  yoke,  readily  fubmitted  to  Don  Chriftopher.  He  had  not 
marched  above  thr^  days  through  their  territories,and  encamp 
ed  on  a  pleafant fpotnear  a fpring  of  frefti  water,. before  they 
received  a  haughty  meflage  frcpi  the  king  of  ^dd  (D),  to 

enquire 

^  BfiaMun.  ubifop.         t  Dchac  vid.  fiip.  p.  j^i. 

(D)Itwiirnotbeamif9toob-  Tazrer  of  the  king  of  Mif  \ 

ftrve  here,  that  T'^Z/ea:,  and  thofe  without  ev^r  namii^  his  royii 

who  have  followed  him  (6 ),whe*  mailer,  or  once  bringing  him  i 

therotttof  contempt,  or  why,  upon  the  ftage  {7).     But  wt  ! 

we  need  notconeern  ourfelves,  think  we  have  a  much  better  ^ 

conftastly    ftylcs    this     brave  authority  in  the  patriarch  Bfr- 

warrior  only  general,  or  ^rand  mud((xi  who,  beisg.^  the  bead 

'  (6)  relU»i  Bift,  JEfbi^.  lib,  \u  e,  8.  ^  70  ®  113.  ftT  fep  &  si.  t*f 
(7}  tuiklfb  kifi.  £tbi$f,  lib.  I  f,  »6,  0*  44»^m#»  (A)  ei  alib.  fttf 
^  -       •  w 
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taqme  of  them  who  they  were,  whither,  and  on  what  erraiMl«  GrashAV 

I    bound,  and  to  infarm  them  that  thofe  kmgdonis,  through  ^oHikfff      ,  , 
I   which  they  had  pafled,  by  his  and  hi$  foldiers  valour,  and  l£e  ^M^  ^^ 
fatour  of  his  prophet  M^thometj  were  become  his  by  right  *^** 
of  conqueft ;  but  neverthelefs,  to  teU  them,  that  feeing  they 
Jiad  prefumed  to  penetrate  fo  £ar,  if  they  would  confent  to 
liftiato  his  fervicc;  they  flionld  not  only  be  received  as 
iriends  and  allies,  but  be  moreover  enriched  with  lands, 
p^nfjoiiB  and  preferments,  fuitable  to  their  refpeSive  fta- 
tbns  5  but  if  they  r^fufed  his  offers,  he  ordered  them  im- 
mediately to  depart  out  of  hi$  dominions,  otfaerwife  they 
ftoold  be  treated  as  invaders,  and  be  all  cut  to  pieces. 

The  anfwer  which  Don  Chrifiofherj  to  vj^om  the  meflage  GamaV 
was  delivered,  aud  who  was  mack  commander  of  that  etir  ^^/^^r  /# 
pedition  by  the  patriarch,  fent  back  to  the  Ad$liU  king,  '* » 
ivas  fuch  as  became  his  bkrth  and  ftation,  and  exprefled  a 
fingular  coutempt  of  that  princ^,  as  well  as  of  his  oifers  and  mean 
and  threats ;  the  import  of  whidi  was,  that  he  was  a  ge-  t^ffi^^^  ^ 
.  Bcral  of  tbe  king  of  PortugaH  forces,  and  was  fent  thithca*  ^^•^ 
lyithexprefs  orders  from  him  toreftore  the  Abiffinian  tm^ 
jure  to  its  priftine  ftate,  and  to  recover  thofe  kingd(»ns  and 
'provinces,  which  his  inyading  arms  had  difmemlNsred  from 
Jt.    ThFs  anfwer,  joined  to  the  contemptible  prefents  he  fent 
'liriih  it,  whether  to  him  or  to  his  gefieral  Grwihe  we  cannot 
le  certain,  joined  to  the  rich  an4  fomptuous  ones  which  he 
bcftowed  on  the  meflenger^,  foon  determined  the  Moorijb 
king  to  come  to  a  fierce  engagement,  in  which  he  appeared  ^t 
Ae  head  of  1000  horfe,  5000  foot,  bolides  50  Turkijb  muf-  ^fora 
fceteers,  and  the  fame  numbers  of  archers.     We  fhall  not  ^i^S^^^ 
r^t  here  what  we  have  elfewhere  related  concerning  thc^*"^*^ 

^  Dc  hj$  vid.  fup.  vol.  v.  p.  aa6, 

f£  this  Abiffiuttm  expeditioo,  widow  taken  prifoner,  the  A^ 

dire£lingjUmoileveryllepofit,  hijjinian  emperor,    willing   lo 

and  being  prefcnt  at  every  en-  gratify  the  Pcrmguife  general, 

ooanter  which  Gama,  and  bis  .  who  then  commanded,    with 

Ppr/irfir^,  had  with  that  M/?^r;}^  that   beautiful  princefs,    prc- 

commander,    muft  have  been  fented  him  with  two  of  his  cri« 

^ttter  acquainted  with  his  qua-  butary  kingdoms,  with  the  title 

Uiy,   and    on   every  oecafion  and  infigma  of  the  regal  dig« 

%Ies  him  king.of  ^^/.    And  nity,  to  prevent  her  defeending 

as  a  farther  proof  of  his  being  from  her  former  dignity,  as  we 

really  fttch,  he  tells  us,  that  have  feen  in  the  preceding  chaf* 

when  he  was  killedi  and  his  ter(8). 

Aa3  ^  dif- 
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difpofitlon,  fucccfs,  and  other  particulars  of  this  aftion,  ia 
which  both  fides  cngJiged  with  fuch  fury,  that  both  general$ 
who  fought  foremoft  ia.  it  were  wounded,  but  the  Moorijb 
the  more  dangeroufly  pf  the  two,,  having  had  his  horfe  lulled 
under  him,  laud  received  a  (hot  in  his  leg  from  a  carbinr 
aimed  direftly  at  him  by  one  of  the  Portuguefe  markfmen  *. 
This  proviid  a  lucky  hit  for  the  Porfugue/e,  whofe  com- 
mander was  likewife  wounded  in  the  leg,  though  not  dif- 
mounted ;  for  the  Moorijb  army  had  then  furrouaded  them 
fo  clofely  on  all  fides,  and  being  all  ftout  foldiers,  aud  fo 
much  fuperior  in  number,  would  In  ^11  probability  have  cut 
them  in  pieces,  had  not  the  fall  of  their  general,  and  his  being 
obliged  to  retire  to  a  neighbouring  hill  to  have  his  wound 
dref^d,  joined  to  the  ejiemies  ercfting  a  pavilion,  and  other 
enfigos  of  viftory,  on  the  field  of  batde,  as  if  already  gained, 
fo  far  difcpncerted  them,  that  they  immediately  faced  about 
And  followisd  their  ^oxxunander.  This  is  at  leaft  the  account 
which  a  ^  poufin-german  of  the  Ahiffinian  Bahr-nagaih  (but 
who  upon  the  redu<ftion  of  that  province  by  the  Moors^  had 
apoftatized  tp  MohammecUfm)  gave  to  the  patriarch  and  Por^ 
tuguefe  genjsral,  upon  his  coming  to  congratulate  thpm  on 
the  next  day.  upon  thf ir  iignal  viftqry,  and  ungxp^ft^d  fuc- 
ccfs. 

This  perfon  having  firft  given  them  fome  evident  tokens 
of  his  penitence  and  earneft  defire  of  being  again  received 
into  the  church,  engaged  for  himfelf,  and  aU  that  were  un- 
der his  gox'crnmqnt,  that  they  ftiould  henceforward  renounce^ 
Moba^medifinf   ^nd  p^y  the  fame  tribute  to  th^ir    lawful 
prince,  a^  they  did  to  their  Moorijb  conqueror  ;  ^ter  which : 
he  went  jmniediaiely  to  his  o\yn  territory,  whence  he  feqt- 
them  a  plentiful  fupply  oiF  cattle  and  other  provifions :  and  in- 
deed, as  he  had  b^en  made  gpvernorof  all  the  great  traft  of 
ground  by  the  conquering  Moor^  and  had,  been  bafe  enough 
to  renounce  his  Chriftianity,  it-  was  the  leaft  he  could  do, 
or  engage,  to  prevent  the  fatal efFefts  of  military  execution, 
and  avoid  the  puniftiment,  ^yhich   his  apoftacy.  and  ill  ex- 
ample to  his  fubjefts  juftly  deferved.     But  the  Portnguefe 
were  the   ipore  ready  to  agree  to  his  own  offers,  as  there 
was  a  kind  of.  famine  rpigning  through  all  the  country,  and 
their  canip  had  already  felt  the  efFefts  of  it  fo  far,  ,that  it 
being  then  the  feafon  of  Lent,  they  had  been  obliged  to  ob- 
tahi  a  difpenfation  from  the  patriarch  for  eatingof  fle/k, 
and  even  to  HfH  foine  of  their  beafts  of  burthen,  to  fubfift  ; 

»  Ibid.  p.  226,  &  fe<^.  vid.  .&.BERMUD.  T£iLS7.  &  al.  fop, 
cicat.  •  • 
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and  Qmil  have  been  obliged  to  ravage  th(  connby  for  fuf- 
teaance,  had  not  that  Nobleman's  reUef  come  to  (saSotaXAf 
into  their  hands  ^ 

Lent  was  fcarcely  over,  and  the  two  chief  commanders 
cnred  of  their  wounds,  before  Graigna  fent  a  freih  meflaee 
to  Don  ChrtftophfTf  advifing  him  to  get  himfelf  io  readineu, 
for  ^at  he  defigned*  to  pay  h^m  a  vifit  fooner  than  he  eX'* 
pe^edi  He  did  fo accordingly;  butat  the  head  of  a  fnperior 
force  than  he  had  before,  and  with  the  very  flower  of  hi$ 
horfe  and  foot,  which  amounted  to  double  their  former 
number.  At  the  firft  fight  of  it,  the  frighted  emprefs  would 
have  gladly  left  the  Portuguefe  camp,  and  fled  to  fome  placa 
of  fafety  ;  and  had  prevailed  upon  the  patriarch  to  accom* 
pany  her,  but  Don  Chrijiopher^  who  forefaw  that  his  flight 
would  not  fail  of  difheartening  his  fmall  army,  obliged  hiih 
to  return,  and  be  at  hand  to  give  them  his  blefling  before 
tliey  engaged* 

Ok  the  next  morning  by  break  of  day  both  armies  began 
their  march,  and  met  on  a  plain,  where  the  Moors  gave 
the  firft  attack,  having  firft  furrounded  that  of  the  Portu* 
gue/e  on  every  fide.  The  onfet  was  carried  on  with  great 
fury  on  both  fides ;  but  the  fire  of  the  Poriuguefe  artillery  ^fi'^fi 
gave  the  enemy  fo  warm  a  repulfe,  that,  not  being  ufed  to  it,^'''^'^fr    . 
they  quickly  gave  way,  and  were  no  lefs  annoyed  in  their  ^^ 
retreat ;  for  the  P^rtuguefe  had  taken  care,  before  the  armies        * 
engaged,  to  ftrew  the  ground  with  a  good  quantity  of  gpn- 
powder  in  the  highways  and  lanes  through  which  they  re- 
tired, wth  a  train  to  each,  to  fet  it  on  fire ;  fo  that  a  great 
number  of  thofe  poor  wretches  had  their  legs  and  fipct  ter» 
ribly  fcorchibd  and  burned,  the  flight  cotton  garments  about  T'^^Moors 
their  middle  fet  on  fire,  their  breath  ftifled  by  the  fmoke></^  bar* 
and  fiench,  and  being  wholly  ignorant  of  the  caufe,  im-'*^^^ 
puted  the  dire  effeft  to  fome  infernal  power,  which  helped  '^  '^^  . 
to  complete  their  difconcertmcnt  5  efpecially,  if  we  add  the  ^w'^.*"*^'* 
•  )omt  and  equally  furprifing.amioyance  of  the  enemies  hand- ''"^-^^''' 
grenadoe^  and  fire-pots,  which  (till  continued  to  make  a 
nu)(l  terrible  havock  amongft  thenu    By  all  thefe  means, 
'the  field  of  faattle  was  foon  covered  ^ith  dead  and  wounded, 
harfes  as  well  as  men ;  whilft  the  continual  difcharge  of 
theiilfo0ii^&e-arms,  and  all  the  voUies  of  their  arrows, 
bad  done  no  odier  execution  on  the  enemy,  than  the  killing 
abont  20  of  their  men,  among  whom  was  their  head  can-  Granhe 
•  nonQKr,  »  A^  length  both  borffe  and  foot  gave  way,  Granke  forced  to 
mrcatcd  to  a  neighbpuring  hill,  followed  by  th^m,   and''*^'"'*'' 

4 
f  Idem,  ibid. 

A  a  4  once  ^ 


^7$  fh  Afiricaft  Ht/icry  if  B.  XVI. 

once  more  left  the  enemy  in  poflfeffion  of  the  field  of  bittk,  ^nd 

ikw  hunfelf  obliged  to  abandoa  his  nobk  camp,  being  farced 

to  fly  with  fuch  precipitation  from  their  porfiiers,  that  tbey 

kad  no  ^e  nor  heart  to  fecure  any  of  their  bag^gage,  pro- 

▼ifiODS,  or  rich  furniture  ;  infomuch,   that  finding  it  im-* 

poffiblc,  in  fpight  of  their  utmoft  eflforts,  to  overtake  them« 

they  returned,  and  fell  a  plundering  of  their  richeft  tents. 

In  which  they  found  a  very  confiderable  fpoil,  in  utenfils, 

cloaths,  furniture,  money,  ammunition  and  ptovifions-:    And 

•  it  is  on  occafion  of  this  freih  defeat,  that  he  is  reported  to 

have  palliated  his  difgrace  and  precipitate  flight,  by  faying, 

that  the  Portugucfs  fought  not  like  men,  but  like  incarnate 

devils  *. 

^vithgreat .    He  had  indeed  in  this  laft  defeat  loft  fo  great  ^  number 

/p/i,  of  men  and  horfes  (for  befides  thofe  that  ^ere  killed  of 

the  latter  in  the  field  of  battle,  a  great  number  of  themii, 

feared  by  the  fire,  and  the  noife  of  the  enemies  artillery,  had 

overthrown  their  riders,  ran  wild  over  the  plain,  and  into 

the    neighbouring  woods,  where  they  were  loft)  that   he 

was  obliged  to  apply  to  the  grand  fignor,  to  whoni    he 

paid  a  kind  of  homage  and  fmall  tribute,  for  a  frefti  fap^ 

ply  of  both;   and   the   more  ef^uaUy  to  obtaia  ic^    he 

iiruts  t»     lent  a  very  confidcrable  quantity  of  gold  to  the  Porfc,  and 

tii  Forte  another  to  Z^id  the  baftm,  who  then  commanded   in   the 

f^^'M'   neighbouring  government.    Whilft  this  Was  u*an&£ting,  he 

th*  kept  himfelf  encamped  on  an  advantageous  hUli  with  the 

broken  remains  of  his  army ;    whilft  the  Partuguefe^    to 

avoid  being  furprized  by  him,  with  much  difficulty  gained  ; 

the  top  of  a  vei7  rocky  and  almoft  inacccffible  mcajntain,  on 

which  they  found  a  fpacious  plain,  and  there  fortified  their 

fmall  camp*. 

Prifares        Nq  fooner  had  tihe  Adelite  king  received  the  defired  rein-. 

^on-en-    forccment  from  Zehid,  confifting  of  ^600  Turks,  and.2ot) 

f^gg  m    j\fQQiri  on  horfeback,    fame  fay  1000  arquebt^Tters,  and  iq 

foavp^       pieces  of  field  capnon  **,  than  he  refoived  aji  all  hazards  top 

attack  the  enemies  intrenchments ;  whtlA  Doa  Ghriftapher^ 

who  did  not  then  think  that  fituation  fafe  eocnigt^^  was  gone 

at  the  head  of  a  detachmeztt  to  tak^  poiffffion  ^  imb^er  and 

higher  mountain,  inJiaWt^d  ,.hy  Jewsy  and  guarded  by  a 

MoQTtJh  garrifdn  of  150  meQi^..  comm^d^  by  anoflicer  of 

the  Adeliu king.  Hina Don Chrifit^Ju^r. atoicked imdddSeated, 

killed  60  of  ills  m&ii,  took  30  of  bis  horfes^  atid&»me  pri- 

foners,  and  pu^  the  reft:  to  flight.     He  wosi  hd(wever>  ibon 

*'  •        *   ©ETlMUDl-^f,   Qb.    fijp:    TECtEi;lAjDOLPir,   Vld.    &  fup.  p. 

228,  ^feq.      ,     *  See  before, ibid  &fc.q.ViNC«iiT  Lb  BiAWC, 
&'  al;  ^  See  Davit  v  jftd'  His  authCifs. 
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oblig^  to  go  back  to  the  ^ffiftance  of  the  reft  of  his  annji^  >xiiiQ  Sgndsthem 
fcnthim  word  of  the  approach  of  that  of  the  Moon,  v^liQ^fftf 
were  already  encamped  at  the  foot  of  that  high  motuitatn.    '^* 

Heee  Grainhe  feat  one  of  his  officers  in  the  diiguife  of 
a  pedlar^  loaden  with  beads  and  other  trinkets,  to  tell  that 
geoeral,  that  his  mafter  would  not  fail  to  be  with  him  in 
two  or  three  days,  with  much  more  valuable  warfes.     The, 
man  being  feized  by  fome  of  the  Portuguefe  vanguard,  was  /)««Chrtf- 
ftrippcd  of  all  his  load>  and  delivered  his  n^after's  meilage  ;  tophcr V 
and  this  occafioned  Don  Chriftopher's  being  fent  fpr  with  all/^'^^^''** 
fpeed.      At   his  arrival,  a  propofal  was  made  in  council, 'J?'^  ^'"  • 
and  approved  by  much  the  greater  majority,  of  furpfiiing  thc^'^  * 
Moorijb  camp  in  the  dead  of  night,  as  the  only  expedient 
they  had  ^eft  to  get  out  of  their  territories,  and  to  fave 
their  handful  of  men  againft  fo  fuperior  a  force.     But  thaJt 
young  warrior,  fcorning  to  take  fuch  a  difhonourable  ad- 
vantage againft'an  enemy,  who  never  yet  had*  attacked  iiiin 
without   fending  fome  previous  notice  of  l^jis  coming,  pe- 
remptorily refufed  to  fall  on  him  till  break  of  day,  which, 
though  greatly  againft  their  will,  they  were  forced  to  compl]r 
with.  The  confequence  of  which  was  their  total  defeat,  and  the 
bfs  of  th^ir  brave  commander;  who  being  defperately  wound- 
ed, and  fooa  after  discovered  and  taken  by  the  Moors ^  was 
brought  to  their  camp;   where  Grainhe^  having,  invain,Ptf//j 
tempted  lum  to  apoftatize,  both  by  vaft  promifes  on  the  one  death  hy 
hand,  and  cruel  indignities  on  the  other,  of  which  we'haveGxaiohc* 
given  a  full  account  in  the  AbiJJinian  hiftorj',  being  at  lengtl^ 
enraged   at  his  furprifing  conftancy  and  lingular  valour, 
caafed  him  to  be  condufted  to  the  field  of  battle,  and -there 
to  be  beheaded  in  the  manner  we  have  before  related  \ 
There   the  reader  will  alfo  find  a  fuller  account  of  that 
battle,  and  of  the  defeat  of  the  Portiiguefe^  as  well  ^s  of 
the  dreadful  difficulties  and  perplexities  they  were  obliged 
to  undergo,  before  their  fmall  remainder  got  fafe  into  the 
Ahtjfmian  dominions ;  Grainhe  and  his  Moors  following  and 
harraffing  them  all  the  way ;  Bermudez  fays,  as  far  as  the 
Nile^  near  the  place  where  it  falls  into  the  lake  Dambia  **.  Purfius 
ft.  was  not  long  aftef  this  that  they  were  met  by  the  young  the  Pqrto- 
•4ii£fnian  emperor,  whip  gave  them  a  moft  gracious  rcoep-  S^^/^» 
iop,  %i;3id  with  their  affiftan^re  refolv^d  to  recover  fomt  of  the 
provinces,  .which  Grainhe  had  ^lonquered  from  him  ;  who, 
op  his  part,  h^taken  all  proper  precautions  to  make  a  moft 
v^orous  oppofition,  and  ky  encamped  on  a  fpaciou&  plain, 
.t^iog  a  very  high  and  difficult  mpuntaia  between  him  and 

«  S«« h^&it,  p.  ^35,  k  (tq.  &  aoa.  fop.  ci^t.  ^*I^  hoc 
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Ac  j^tfftnian  army,  whofe  pafles  he  did  not  think  worth' 
guarding  againfl:  them,  but  trtifted  to  a  {lratagem»  which 
he  thought  would  do  more  execution  among  them  than  his 
Moors.  '  Accordingly  the  Portuguefe  and  Ahijfines^  having 
ivith  great  difRcqlty  gained  the  top  of  the  mountain,  were 
not  a  little  furprized  to  find  it  altogether  abandoned  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  that  to  all  appearance  with  fuch  precipi- 
tation, as  to  leave  a  grpat  quantity  of  provifions,  and  parti- 
cularly of  wine.  But,  to  their  great  furprize,  they  found 
them  all  poifoned  ;  and  it  was  happy  for  them,  that  the  ef- 
fefts  of  it  were  fo  foon  felt  as  to  give  timely  warning  to 
the  reft ;  for  as  many  of  them  as  had  ventured  upon  them, 
died  fo  quickly  after,  that  the  reft  fell  immediately  on  break- 
ing all  the  wine  veflcls  in  pieces,  and  deftroying  the  other  vic- 
tuals. 

Here  finding  a  proper  place  to  encamp,  they  made  a 
<hort  halt  aiiler  their  laborious' afcent,  which  had  taken  up 
a  whole  day  ;  and  on  the  next  morning  they  were  no  fooner 
got  to  the  oppofitc  brow,  than  they  \vere  in  full  vievy ,  of 
the  Moorifh  army,  which  bad  by  that  time  advanced  to    the 
foot  of  it,  and  were  both  within  hearing  of  each  other's  cla- 
morous threatnings  and  fliouts,  thofe  in  particular  which  came 
from  the  Moorijh  camp,  were,  as  is  ufual  among  them,  of  the 
moft  vapouring  and  deterring  kind,  importing  no  lefs  than 
th^  utter  extirpation  of  the  imperial  army,  and  its  foreign 
Jiis  threat' M:AXvaLx\t$,  the  impaling  alive  of  tht  Portuguefe  patriarch, 
ing  npordi  and  the  «aftration  of  the  young  emperor,,  in  order  to  qua- 
agaitift      lifyhim  for  oue of  the  eunuchs  in  Grainhe's  court*'. 
them  and       These  menaces  fo  far  intimidated  that  young  prince  and 
his  pufiUanimous  foldiers,  that' they  vi'ould  gladly  have  avoid- 
cd  attacking  the  enemy ;  but  were  in  fome  meafure  forced  to 
follow  them  down  the  mountain,-  for  fear  of  being  aban- 
doned by  them.     On  the  other  hand,  Grainhe  no  fooner  ob- 
fcrved  them  approaching,  than  he  appeared  at  the  head  of 
his  army,   accoutred  cap-a-pie,  and   mounted  on  a  ftately 
white  horfe,  with  a  7wr^  on  each  fide,  dlrcfting  his  march 
'  againft  them.     Th'fc  Portuguefe  who  led  the  van,  fufiered 

him  to  advance  towards  them,  till  he  was  near  enough  to  be 
within  mu(ket-(hot ;  when  onfe  of  their  ekperteft  tbark^en 
is  fain  iy 'fired  at  him,  and  brought  him  down  >dcad'  off  his  horfe,  lb 
a  marhf    the  great  furprize  and  terror  of  his  Moorifh  troops.  His  two. 
man.         Turks  were  like  wife  killed  by  fdme  frefh  fhot;  and  th<*'next 
difcharge,  which  was  a  general  one,  made  fo  terrifcle  an  ex^- 
cotibn'  among  them,  that  the  whole  •7lfo<7r^  •  army  wis 
quii^tly  thrown.;in|:o  the  utmoft  confufiou;:  fo  that  betweea 
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thofe  who  ran  away  from,  and  thofe  who  ftill  puftied  for- 
wards towards,  the  enemy,  they  only  oppofed  each  other ; 
whilft  the  Portuguefey  following  their  advantage,  made  ftill  a 
greater  havock,  and  increafed  the  diforder  amongft  them. 

And  now  it  was  that  the  Abiffme  troops,  which  had  ftood 
aloof  off,  ventured  to  fall  upon  the  difconcerted  Moors,  and 
helped  their  brave  auxili^ies  to  gain  a  complete  viftory  over 
them.    Both  the  field  of  battle  and  the  camp  were  quickly 
abandoned  hj  Turks  and  Moors,  and  plundered  of  all  its iT^^ Turks 
wealth,  and  plenty  of  provifions,  by  the  viflors;  as  was  foon  ««^Moor» 
after  the  whole  province  of  Dembea,  from  which  they  likewifc  P"f  f^ 
brought  away  thericheft  fpoils,  and  a  great  number  of  prifon--^*?'*^  ' 
ers,  both  Turks  and  Moors,  and  among  the  latter  the  fon  of  rJ^^^^ 
the  king  of  Aiel^  as  we  have  elfewhere  (hewn ;  his  queen  nar-'y^^^y*' 
rowly  efcaping  being  of  that  number,  by  retiring  into  the  camp. 
province  of  Dagoa  ^     After  this  fuccefeful  aAion,  the  young 
emperor  was  eafily  induced  to  purfue  his  good  fortune,  and 
reduce  feveral  other  rich  kingdoms,  which  the  king  of  j^dd 
had  conquered  from  him ;  all  which,  by  the  affiftance  of 
European  auxiliaries,  and  the  great  dread  which  their  fur- 
prifmg  viftories  had  fpread  through  the  whole  empire,  was 
completed  to  his  wiih,  with  no  left  facility  than  fpeed ;  but  for 
which  we  fhall  refer  our  readers  to  the  account  we  have  air. 
ready  given  of  it  in  the  Mifftnian  hiftory  2. 

But,  whilft  they  were  thus  fuccefsfuUy  employed,  they 
received  a  meflage  from  the  new  king  of  Adei,  or,  zs' Ber-  the  king 
mudez  ftyles'himf,    \iugoi  Aden,  a  firm  ally  of  the  late*/*AdcnV 
Grainhe,  and  as  zealous  a  Mohammedan,  which  was  likely  '"^J^g^  *o 
to  have  put  a  flop  to  their  progrefs.     It  was  direfted  to  the  '^^  ^^f^* 
young  emperor,  and  imported  that  he  fliould  not  be  too  much  ^^' 
ekted  at  his  late  defeat  of  the  kiiig  of  Jdei,  for  that  he  would ' 
find  in  him  a  fucceilbr  both  able  and  willing  to  repair  hig 
lofles,  and  revenge  his  death ;  afluring  him,  at  the  ftime  time,      j 
that  he  would  not  fail  paying  him  a  warm  and  fpeedy  vifit.      "  . 
This  obliged,  the  young  monarch  to  give  him  the  meeting, 
and,  if  poffible,  to  be  before-hand  with  him  ;  and  accord- 
ingly  he  wdered  his  army,  preceded  by  his  Portitguefe  van- 
guard, to  march  againft  him  with  all  diligence,  in  order  to 
lurprize  and  fall  upon  him  when  he  leaft  expefted  it.    Thef e 
bdiig  a  large  river  between  them,   they  fpent  the  whole 
Bight  in  croffing  it ;  the  horfe  by  fwimming,  and  the  refl:  by 
the  help  of  pontons,  which  they  quickly  made  of  the  hides 
of  their  oxen,  which  were  flayed  for  that  purpofe,  and  drawn 
backwards  and  forwards  by  ropes;  all  which  was  performed 

^  Sec  before,  p.  239,  &auA.fQp.  citat.  '  «  Ibid.  jp.  ?i^, 
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with  fuch  expedition  and  fccrefy^  that  tliey  were;  »bk  to 
atuck  the  enemy  by  the  next  moraifig»  long  b^xe  day* 
hfurfrijtd  break.    The  fciog  of  Jderij  furprifed  beyond  m^i(Wc  at  their 
iy  htm  \    unexpe^ed  approach,  vras  one  of  the  fbremoft  to  head  his 
Turki  and  Moors  againft  them ;  bat  was  £bot  to  death  on  the 
dtfeated    very  firft  oniet,  probably  by  the  fame  way  as  the  Jd&Ute  king, 
0md  kilUd.  if  not  by  the  fame  hand^   A  bloody  adion  enfued^  in  which 
there  wecc  many  lives  loft  on  both  fides ;  and  the  young  Ai^-- 
Jinian  em^ror  received  a  wound}  a^  was  in  no  fmall  danger 
of  loflng  his  life»  through  the  confujion  and  diforder  that 
reigned  in  both  armies,  and  the  diiiicalty  <^'  dHUagnUhing 
objeAs  at  that  early  houn    All  that  needs  be  added  to  what 
we  have  faid  heretofore  on  the  fubjed  of  this  aftion,  is  that 
the  Moorijb  army  were  no  fooncr  apprifcd  of  the  king  of 
^rMocnrs  Jden's  death,  than  they  betook  tbemfelves  to 'a  hafty  ffight, 
defeoHd    in  which  firefli  numbers  were  flain  by  the  fire  of  the  purfuing 
tndrout*  .portugue/e,  who,  among  other  prifoners  of  note,  brotight 
'^"  away  the  lady  Diana  Jmhurd^  widow  to  the  late  king  oiJdel, 

or^i?/i,  who  quickly  after  turned  Chriilian,  and  was  married 
to  a  Portiiguefe  chief,  as  we  have  formerly  (hewn  *«. 

After  this  frefh  viftorf,  the  Portuguefo^  whofe  name  was 

become  terrible  all  over  thofe  parts,  and  who  bady  by  this  time, 

fo  greatly  improved  the  Alnffintan  foldiery  in  the  ;urt  of  war, 

had  a  fair  opportunity  to  have  eftabli(hed  the  emperor  in  all  his 

difmembered  dominions,  and  to  have  helped  him  io/upprefs, 

if  not  extirpate,  all  bis  iiivading  enemies  ronnd  about,  bad 

that  been  the  main  end  and  defign  of  their  and  the  patriarch's 

commiffion :  whereas  their  order  was  to  oMige  the  young 

monarch  to  make  an  open  fubmiflion  of  hithfelf,  diiirch,  and 

people,  to  the  fee  of  Rwne  ;  a  ftep  whjth  they  now  found 

him  abfolutely  determined  to  ward  off,  as  long  as  he  could, 

by  any  means,  and  to  amufc  them,  by  fair  promifes  and  ddays, 

till  they  had  put  him  in  a  condition  to  give  them  an  abfolute 

denial.     And  hence  arofe  that  irreconcileable  breach  between 

them,  which  deprived  him  of  all  further  affiftanoe,  imdexpofcd 

him  afrefh  to  the  attempts  of- the  Mohammedan  princes  above* 

.  mentioned,  as  well  as  to  the  frefb  inroads  of  the  rebeiUoos 

Callasy  Cafates,  and  other  barbarous  nations,  within  and 

about  his  dominions  K     But  what  holftilieies  enfucd  aft^  this 

epocha,  between  the  two  former  kingdoms  and  the  Jlnffinm 

empire,  or  what  other  wars  <;hey  waged  againft  any  other 

ftate,  is  a&  much  beyqnd  pur  power  to  guefs,  as  it  is  to  giTc 

^y  other  particulars  of  their  hiftory.     Could  we  indeed 

'  >  See  before,  p.  24a,  &  fcq,  ^  anct.  fup.  citat         ^^  Dc  Ws 
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re]y  00  the  report  which  ioxne  Jtiffinians,  who  were  at  Scmfi 
dft.  i620>iDadf:  to  the  pope  and  college,  their  xnafter  had,  by 
thjit  time,  lately  ^ccooquered  the  greatelj  part  of  the 
JJelite  ktAgdom,*.  nd  reduced  the  prince  to  (o  low  a  condi* 
tioD,  that  they  were  no  longer  in  danger  of  him  K  But  it  is 
too  plain, that  they  reprefented  matters  rather  as  fuit^d  with 
thdr  intereft,  thanas  t^iey  really  were ;  their  bufinefs  was  toi 
encourage  bis  holinefe,  and. other  Eure^at^  powers,  to  fend 
thither  a  ftrong  fuj^Jy  of  men  and  other  affiftance,  in  order  ta 
difpoffefs  the  Mohammedans  of  their  conquefts  on  that  cOaft- 
that  they  might  open  a  free  commerce  .to  the  Chriftians  inti 
their  empire,. by  rcprefenting  that  enterprife  as  eafy  and  half 
completed  ;  and  to  avoid  Jaying  any  thieg  that  might  juflifjf 
dieif  delay  and  apparent  relu£lance  to  it. 

However  that  be,  as  the  fatal  breach  between  their  chx- 
peror  and  the  patriarch  and  his  Portuguefe,  ended  in  the  total 
fxpulfioaof  the  Pfirtugue/e^  from  whon?  aloae  we  have  all 
tius  intelligepce,  out  of  the  en^pire,  and  the  /hooting  upaU 
avenues  into  it  againf):  all  the  Europeans^  wkh  the  utmofl: 
care  and  precaution  ;  all  further  correfpondence  with  thofe 
parts  hath  been  fo  efleftually  flopped,  th^t  we  haSre  been  ever 
fiace  whpliy  in  the  dark  about  what  is  tranfafted  in  them« 
Qnly  thus  nuich  we  may  add,  with  refpeft.tothe  kings  of 
4d£l  and  ^den^  and  the  Turkijh  bafha,  who  commands  along 
the  coafts^  of  the  Sed  Sea,  that  the  Jbiffinian  monarchd 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  them  a  kind  of  penfion,  in  order  to 
keep  them  more  vigilantand  fevere  againfl: all  ftrangers,-who 
(hall  attempt  to  penetrate  into  any  part  of  that  empire,  in  any 
difguife,  or  under  any  pretence.  In  all  which  they  have 
ftiewn  themfdveis  the  more  ftrift  and  careful,  as  they  receive  ^ 
|he  (ame  exprefs  commands  from  the  grand  fignor,  whole 
tributaries  they  are  and  under  his  protection.  Thokoijidet 
\h  particular  hav^.been,  for  a  long  time,  in  high  favour  a^ 
the  Porte,  and  dignified  with  the  title  of  faints,  on  account  of,* 
and  as  an  encouragement  to,  their  lingular  zeal,  and  frequent 
1  wars  ag.iipft  the  Chriftians,  But  that  fpecious  title  hath' 
not  been  able  to  {ave  them  from  being  ftripped,  by  thefc  ful- 
tans,  gf  thdir  moft  coofiderabje  por^s  and  maritime  towns  oa 
^tRedSiay  and  being  confined  by  de^jees,  and  clofely  (hut 
np  in  the  inland.  Sa  that  they  have  now  no  port  left  in  that 
kingdom,  except  thatof  Z^iAt,  the  reft  bdng  all  in  the  hands 
ci  xhtTurks^  X  by  "^hich  means  they  not  only  keep  the 
kings  of  Mel  clofely  ftxut  up  on  that  fide,  but  lock  up  ail 

■  ^  Lcttfes  de  Coreal,  Davity  Afric.  *  Ramuses,. 

PiCAFfix,  Marmol^  Davit  V,  Dapper,  &  al^  fup.'citat. 
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pcxTible  intelligence  from  coming  from  thence  into  Europe, 
but  likewife  all  avenues  through  all  thofecoafts  into  y^^r^ma, 
againft  the  attempts  of  the  Romah  mifEonarles  to  re-enter 
into  that  empire.     Here,  therefore,  we  muft  be  obliged  to 
conclude  our  Adelite  hiftory,  and  fhall  only  add  a  remark  or 
-iwo   from  what  hath  been  faid  hitherto  ;  viz.  That  the 
kings  of  Add  appear  to  have  been  the  moft  powerful  and 
formidable  of  all  that  belong  to  the  territory  of  Jjan  ;  feeing 
they  could  engage  not  only  all  the  other  princes  of  it  into 
their  wars  againft  the  Abiffinian  empire,  but  even  to  draw 
into  their  alliance  the  king  diJden,  though  fituate  at  a  greater 
diftance,  and  on  the  oppofite  ftiore  of  the  ftreightsorgulphof 
Ba5el^mandel{E).     But  the  main  tye  that  unites  all  thefe  in- 
ferior kingdoms  fo  clofely  into  one  intereft,  is  their  religion, 
which,  as  weobferved  a  little  higher,  being  either  MQhammed' 
ifin  or  Bedowifm^  both  equally  averfe  to  every  branch  erf 
Chriftianity,  muft  equally  infpire  eadi  wth.  a  hoftile  zeal 
againft  fo  potent  and  extenfive  an  empire  as  thkt  oiAbiJfinia^ 
whofe  monarchs  have  been  fo  long  famed  for  their  ftrrft  and 
firm  adherence  to  their  church,  as  well  as  from  their  equal 
zeaf  againft  idolatry  and  Moharrintedi/m. 
'    Add  to  this,  that  the  Ottoman  court,  under  whofe  pro- 
teftion  they  live,  is  no  lefs  concerned,  as  well  from  motives 
of  policy  as  religion,  to  fupprefs,  as  much  as  they  can,  the 
power  and  grandeur  of  the  Ahijfinian  monarchs ;  having,  for 
that  end,  feized  on  all  the  fea-ports'on  that  coaft,  and  thereby 
Ihut  up  all  thefe  Moorljb  princes,  their  va:flals,  within  their 
inland  territories  ;  not  only  encoixrage  but  oblige  them  to  be 
continually  at  war  with  that  empire,  by  furniftiing  them  with 
all  the  neceflary  fupplies  of. men,  artillery,   fire  and  other 
arms,,  and  amnuinition,  without  which,  it  would  be  next  to 
'  impo/Tible  to  ftand  out  long  againft  them,  there  being  noway 
left  for  them  to  procure  them  by  any  other  means. 

(E)  Having  had  occafion  to  otherauthors,istooinconfidera* 

mention  that  king  as  a  zealous  bVetobemadeintoafeparatear- 

ally  to  that  of  Add  againft  the  tide,  it  chiefly  relating  to  its 

^^/^«/tf»j,  tho' fituate  in //;'^^/^  famed  ancient  metropolis  and 

Fdix^^n^  feparated  from  this  by  mart, a§  well  as  its  prefent  ftatc. 

'  the  gulph   above-mentioned,  it  Bcit   thefe   and    other  ciiMou* 

might  not  be  deemed  amifs  to  particulars  -have  been  fo  amply 

give  our  readers  fome  farther  ac  •  defcribed  in  our  A Hcicnt  Hillo- 

count  of  that  kingdom  as  we  go,  ry   of  Arabia  ftlik  (9),    from 

along^tho'outof  the  limits  of  the  the  i^elebrated  voyages  of  Mr. 

y^/?»iV  tradl  we  are  npon :  efpeci-  La  R'rque^   into   Arabia  Ftlix, 

ally  as  all  the  account  we  find  thatv-e  cannot  add  anything 

c6ncerning  it  in  our-<^r«^/f  and  more  to  it. 

(9    Ste  Anu  Uifi.  «-«/.  xviii.  />.  357,  *r/7. 
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C  H  A  P.    Vt 

.  S  E  C  T.    I. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Kingdom  of,  Magadoxa,  and  the  Re- 
fuilic  of  Brava  \  with  an  Account  of  tU  fahulous 
Kif^dom  of  Adea.  .       ,.  , 

THE  next  confidcrable  kingdom  akmg  thefc  coafts  ^fhgkinz- 
Ajariy  is  that  of  Ma^adooca,  or,  as  it  is  indiHerently  fpfelt,  ^^^  ^^ 
hj  other  geographers,   Afadagoxa,  and  Magadocho,  is  oonti-  Maga- 
gnons  to  that  of  Adel^  extendii^  itfelf,  according  to  our  iateftdoxa. 
maps,  from  5  degr.  40  min.  of  north:  latitude  quit^  to,  the  Its fituati- 
equinox,  where  the  rivci:  or  guiph  Jttho  divides  tlic  J^an  ^»»  ^<»ff'^» 
CMft  from  that  of  Zanguebar,  as  that  of  Magadoxa  Sath  ^^• 
from  thofe  of  ufdel\     But  how  fer  it  extends  itielf  inwards, 
or  weft,  is  but  mere  conjeftuire ;  though  the  generality  of 
geographers  fcrdple  not  to  adjuft  its  lijhiu  in  their  mafB,  ,0a 
that  iid^,  rather  as  their  ikncy  leads  them,  than  upon  any  pro- 
bable foundations  it  hath  its  name  from  its  capital,  jGtiiate  on 
a  large  bay,  Ibrbied  by  th^  mouth  of  the  river  of  the  *fa»» 
Dame,  which,  we, arc  told,,  is  callcd:i)yjrhc -/^roi/th^MJf  of        .. 
Magadbxow^  by.  reafon  of  its  annual  dwafflovring,  likS  that  oi         ,     ', 

^gypt.   ■       ■  '  '•  ■'  -  •:•'  •     '»  ■ 

•    80  k«  authors  tdU/  vsift  has  itsfpringtead  as  far  as  the 
mctentainsof  thefjtingdom  of  iH^r^/iir.;  othecs  bring  it  down 
as  high  as  from  the  Mountains  of  ike  Moga^.-    The  b-uth  is, 
we  arc  fo  little  ficqbaintcd  with  tNofe'tnland^countriesv  th^ 
its  head  is  as  much  unknown  to  U9,  as  that  of  the  Mb  for-   "       / 
merly  was*.     However  that  be, Ave  cannot  but  fuppofe  its 
courfe  to  be  a  very  long  one,  though  n6t,  perhaps,  fo  winding 
as  the  other,  not  only  by  its  cocfidcrable  chanel,   which 
forms  a  large  cdnvoment  bay  ^  little,  below  the  capital,  but 
likcwife  from  itajrcgular.  and  exteufive' inundations;  whiclr 
fertilife  that  whalecfiotan try  to  ftich  ^  degree,  by  thenum^ 
berlefs  ^canals  which  are-€tit  from  it,  that  it  produces  a  great  Sffg/and 
quantity  of  wheat  and  barley,  variety  of  fruits,  and  breeds  <great  produce. 
numbers  of  horfels,  oxen,  fheep,  and  other  animals,  wild  and 
tame.  .       .       • 

The  city  of  Magadoxa  is  a  place  of  great  coqxinerce; 
and  vajQ;  refort  from  the  kingdoms  of  jfdenj  Camioya^  And 
other  parts  ;  whence  their  merchants  briQg  cotton,  iilk,!  «nd 

•  Sanut.  Afric.  lib.  ii.  c.  iz,  Davitv,  Dapper,  Se  a1. 
•»  D'Herbelot,  Bibiioti  Orient.  •     '       *  Se«  Anc.  Hift,  vol.  i. 
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Other  cloathSy  fptces,  and  variety  of  drugs.  Which  they  ex- 
change with  the  inhabitants  for  gold,  t^ory,  wax  and  other 
JUifffff     commodities  ^.     It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by*  Mohammedans^ 
sMd^'     who  came  and  fettled  tbere  in  the  tu&e  of  the  khalifs '.    The 
htrmntnt.  reft  of  the  inhabitants^  for  -the  moft  pan,  are  become  of  the 
&me  i:eIigion;  though  there  are  yet  a  great  number  dfBedo- 
win  ^raiSf  who  ftill  foMow  their  old  heathenifti  fuperfti- 
dons  ;  and  further  in  the  inlands  a  ftill  greater,  ^o  ure 
Jbiffine  Chriftians,  fabjeft  or  tributary  to  that  empire. 

Th£  kiQg  a^d  his  court  ane  Mohammedans ;  and  yet  afe 

affirmed  by  fome  to  be  like^e  tributary  to  it,  and  by  others 

to  becontinnaiiy  at  war  with  it.    However  that  be,  Ms  fub* 

jefis,  of  what  extract  foerer  (&rfi>me  cithern  are  white, 

'   others  tawny  and  olive,  and  others  quite  black)  all  f  peak  the 

Jlrabic  tongue  ;  tbey  are  flout  and  waiiike,  and>  *  amoi^ 

other  weapons,  ufe  poifoned  arrows  and  lances  *. 

Cogna  THBOsdyremarkablepie^eofhtftorywemeetWithconcern* 

tberoT'     tag  this  kixigdom,  is  the  hoflile  attempt  which  the  Porfugiu^ 

tugoefe     g^  ixaAt  upOn  its  metropolis,  under  the  cdniraand  of  ad^ 

admiraPs   ^jf^i  Tfiftran  de  Cugna,  as  he  failed  along  thefe  coalls  in  hk 

^**^^      ^msj  to  the  Indies.    He  had  akeady  reduced  feveral  maritime 

Slaea-      P^^k:^*^  ^^^  ^  tribute^  and  others  to  aihes,  particularly  the 

dojn.*      oty.of  Brava^  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  in  the  next  iefBoo, 

which  he  caufed  to*  be  plundered  and  burnt,  and  had  pro* 

eeeded  as  far  as  ^isr  dty  of  Magad9Ka,  whidi  he  cauied  to  be 

finnmoned,  as  u&al,  to  accept  of  peace  and  friendfliip,  ttat 

is,  in  plainer  terms,  of  fubjeftion  and  tribute  to  Portugal* 

But  here  he  found  the  inhabitants  ready  prepared  to  give 

//  Bravely  him  a  fui table  reception  ;  great  numbers  of  foot  and  cuiraf* 

rtfidfed.     ficrs  were  patrolling  along  the  fliorc ;  the  waHs  were  covei»d 

with  anned  men,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  were 

drawn  up  before  rhe  town,  which  made  CaMingOj  the  officer 

lent  with  the  fummons,  afraid  of  going  on  fhore ;  ihflead  of 

which,  hcdiQjatched  one  of  the  Bravan  captives  to  affiire  tfas 

Magad^xans  that  the  Portuguese  camenot-to  denounce  ^m) 

fasc  to  oSkx  peace  to  them.    But  they,  knowing  what  dnead* 

foiexeCQUoa  had  been  made  at  the  dcy  of  Bravcy  fdt  furi 

OQfly  itpod  the  mcdenger,  3jid  >tor«  him  in  pieces ;  and 

\  threatened  to  ferve  Contingo  in  the  fame  way,  if  he  offered 

toJewi;  which  obfiged  him  to  return  to  his  admiral,  and  ac* 

^liaiot  him  with  his  ffl  foccefs,  and  the  iafolent  menaoes  of 

timjeoemy.    Cugn^^  upon  this,  was  refolving,  m  a  great 

rage,  to  bombard  and  florm  the  place,  but  was  happily  di- 

*  ^  Ramvs.  Davity,  &  al.  ub.liip.     *  I>*H«rbilot,  aW  f«P- 
•  Sanut^Davity,  O^^or.  Portug.  conq,  vol.  i.  k  al.  ob.  %. 
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verted  firom  bis  bloody  defign,  by  the  perfuafion  of  his  officers  ^ 
*^and  pilots  ;  the  fonner- of  .whom  reprefenting  to  him  the 
natural  ftrehgth  of  the  place,  numeroufnefs  of  the  garrifony 
{denty  of  ammamdoDy  and  the  Talour  and  refohition  of  the 
inhabitants;  and  the  others,  the  extreme  danger  of  the  (hips, 
both  from  the  fire  of  the  town,  and  boifteroufnefs  of  the  fea,, 
e^ially  as  winter  was  then  coming  on,  and  the  feafbn  for 
failing  nearly  expired ;  fo  that,  if  his  troops  fhould  mifcarry 
in  their  attempt  zagumk  the  place,  their  fleet  and  army  muft 
iaentably  perijOi :  upon  which  he  gave  immediate  orders  for 
Ming  to  the  ifland  of  Socotora,  where  he  arrived  foon  after 
whh  all  Us  flttps,  leaving  the  brave  Magad»xans  to  rejoice 
at  thdr  deliverai^.  /.  Th»  is  the  accotot  which  their  cbnn- 
tryman^  O/forio^  biflidp  of  ^>/i;r/,  give*  of  this  tranfaftion^; 
'  fromwJiich  W£  may  concltide>  that  this  kingdom  cannot  be 

tribn tary  to  Miffinia:^  as  feme  ^«^tend  j  feeing  If  it  had  been    >       .    . 
*-  fo,  ndtber  woald  the  Portuguefe  have  Attempted  Its  metro- 
^  pciis  in  that  hoflile  manner,  nor  tht!  iMiabitants  have  repulfed 
them  with  foch  noble  refentment.'  v  •  ,^  : 

.  >f-        i-  .        ■  .,         :■•'■'•.*••■;'       *    '•   i     '■*  •     .    • 

'   /  ■■■.v---.'S^E^c;t.;  it;  -  ;•  -  /  /'   ^^    '• 

J    fhe^epukJic  of  Bxa^yz.  ^  ^.  ^      • 

WI  THI  N  the  kingdom  of  Magadoxaj  an4  on  the  fouth-  fi^pMic 
em.  vprge  of  it,  .was  formerly  fbmidcd  this.^  repubJjican  ^Brava. 
fiate,  the  onlypn^  we  know q£. that Jatid.io.. all  /^^       by 
kvtxLJrabian  brethrfeli,,  who  fl^d  hither  fropi  the  tyranny  of 
Aeir  kjiig  LacaBy  one, 9f  the  p^'^ty.njioaarchs  of  Arabia  F^llx. 
Here  they  fpiind  ^  n^<^ft^oj^y^l'snt  and. .delightful  ^ipatioa 
on  the  fame  coaff,  being  bounded  on^^ch  fide  by  a  river ; 
npon  which  accovint  Sanut  affirms  it  to  h^  an  ifland  * ;  and 
properly  enough,  might  he  have -fly  led  it  fuch,  if  the  two 
rivers,  which  bound  it  on  each  fide,  were  really  no  other  than 
t\i'0  branches  of  Jth^  JH^Umanci,  as  .fome  affirm,,  though  ztNotan 
random  ^,'  as  we.  think ;   that  river  gunning  a  quite  contrary  ^J^^d. 
way  out,  fa^  enough  from  tbia  coafl,   as  we  have  lately 
ftewn^.    However  that.be,  whether  they  be  two.diflinft 
rivers,  or  only  branches  of  one,  it  is  likely  diat  this  republic ' 
doth  not  extend  itfelf  far  into  the  inland;  its  chief  dependance 
being  on  the  great  commerce  of  its  capital  of  the  fame  name, 
"Which  is  conveniently  fituated  on  a  bay,  formed  by  the 

•    '  Ossoft .  conq.  Port.  vol.  f.  p.  286,  &  feq.  Eng."  edit,     ♦  Ubi 
fttp^  -  «  Ramus,  vol.  xiii.  3'd  edit.  La  Croix  Afdc.  part 

iii.fe£l.  10.  -     '       '     "       •      ^  •  •     ' 
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SituatidM.  pGaA  of  the  aprtbem  braoch  of  that  rirar;aboiitt)i€  dUbtnoe 
of  oaed^ee,  accpcdu^  to  ovur  oeweft  maps,  frqm  the  e(^ 
tor. 
Capital.       '^His  cit^,  the  only  one  we  imow  belongiiq;  to  tUs  repub- 
lic, is  large  and  well  peopled^  chiefly  by  rich  merchants,  die 
deicendaats  of  the  (eren  Jrais  lately  mentioaed,  whofe  vam 
Traffic,     tiaffic  coniiAs  in  gold»  fdver^  filk,  cotton,  and  other  dodies^ 
elepbanls  teeth,  guoif,  and  other  drugs,  particularly  amber- 
Fajl  fiecis  griie,  wi|h  which  this  coaft  abowids ;  iand,  if  we  may  cre^t 
gfanAif'  pur  authors  \  (bme  pieces  kure  been  found  here  of  fiicb 
g^ifi*        extraordinai^  h^nefs^  that  if  a  man  ftood  on  one  fide,  he 
could  iM>t  fep  a  camet  tiiat  ftood  on  the  other.     The  hoofa 

-  here  are  large  and  w^  biHlt^  after  the  MurefoofSaiit^  and  tl» 
town  ftroog  and  w^ll  fortiftsd,  ^nd  accounted  one  of  tke 

Gnat       ^^  celebrated  a^d  frequented  marts  in  the  whole  Bakglm, 

Qmmerff.  ^<^*   ^^^h  the  Qty  and  rqwUk  is  governed  by  1 2  chdo^ 

ornu^iftcates,  cho(en  (but  whether  annually^  >  or  how,  ic 

Govern''    are  not  told)  out  of  the  principal  &miliea  dF  their  fevea 

ttt9t.        founders  above-mentioned,  and  to  whom  the  adminiftratioa 

of  juftice  and  the  management  of  all  public  affairs  is  cdm- 

ReUgion.  mitted.    The  people  zt^  mo^y  Mohammedans^  blit  under 

the  proteftion  of  the  kings  of  Portugal^  to  whom  they  aa- 

Trihmtary  n^ally  pay  a  fmall  tribute  of  500  mittigates,  amounting  to 

^al  *^*"  ^^^^  4^°  French  livres  *.     This,  however,  they  did  not  fiib- 

•  *         n^t  to,  till  after  they  had  undergone  a  fevere  e^ecuti^on  ftof 

,     the  Portugaefe  fleet,  bound  for  Indidy  of  which  the  fiupe 

Cugnfi    bifljop,  ^m,  gives  us  the  following  account*^  :  Trilfrm 

^^Mff     dfc  Cugna^zdrnkdl  of  that  fleet,  having  fet  on  fliore  at  Me&i^ 

^rzrsi     ^  ^•'^^^^  ambafedprs,  fent  by  king.  Etnanuel  to  the  emperof 

of  Ahiffimay  and  recommended  them  to  the  care  and  pn^ 

tcftion  of  the  king  of  it,  continued  his  courfe  northward 

abng  die  coaft,  till  he-  came  to  the  city  6f  Brava  (fituat^ 

about  200  leagues  fmm  that  of  Melinda),  and  caft  anchor  at 

the  port.    Here  he  dlfpatched,  according  to  the  Portuguefe 

-  cufliom,  one  of  his  ofiicfers,  named  Uonel  CofUngOy  to  waltoa 
the  heads  of  the  republic,  and  ofFef  them  peace,  and  the 
friendship  and  affiance  of  the  king  his  mafter.     To  this  the 
cheiks  anfwered,  that  they  had  no  objeftion  igamft  enter- 
ing intofnch  a  treaty  :  but,  fays  our  author,  this  was  only  ik ! 
piece  of  dilEmulation,  calculated  to  detain  our  people;  the  i 
feafoa  being  then  almoft  at  band,  when  fuch  boifterous  winds  | 
ufnally  blew  in  thefe  parts^  as  would  dafli  in  pieces  all  their  | 

*  Tex|:ika«  Ramvs.  Davity,  Ia  Croix,  U  al.  fop.  cit 
DappcI  Afric,  *  Id.  ub.  fap.  >^  Os3oa«  hill.  Port, 

com}.  Eng.  edit,  yol.  i.  p.  ^S j»  U  fec[. 
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flups^  even  in  the  very  harbour.    Cugna,  havli^  dlfcovered 
this  arti£ke,  refolved  immediately  to  ^ult  the  city ;  and,  be-  Qm/ts  it 
fosc  day-break»  had  drawa  up  his  mea  on  the  (hore»  ^xA  It  affmilt'^ 
fofn^ed  them  into  two  lines,  the  firA  whereof  conMed  of  600  ed^pkm* 
meir,  the  command  of  which  he  asiVctoJl^hon/o^Iiuquerpu^jf^f^  and 
vhilA  he  referved  to  himfelf  the  conmiand  of  the  others,  ^•''wf. 
wbichconfifted  of  about  600  foldiers. 

B  RAVA  was  then  garrifoned  by  4000  men,  half  of 

whom  immediately  fallied  out  agalnft  them.     The  conflift 

was  (evsect  on  both  fides  ;  but  the  Portuguefi  chai^  them 

with  fuch  fury,  that  they  found  thcmfelves  obliged  to  give 

glpund.  yet  made  a  very  regular  retreat  into  the  city  \  5ter 

which  t^e  gates  were  (hut  up  againfl  the  enemy.    Thefe  ini^ 

idfdiately  lurrounded  the  place,  examining,  with  the  utmofl 

JB^eoce,  where  they, could  belt  force  an  entrance ;  but  were 

1^  that  time  terribly  annoyed  from  within  wi^h  burning 

torches,  and  other  miflUe  weapons.    In  the  mean  time,  Al-- 

Sitquerque,  having  difcovered.a  weak  part  in  the  wall,  b^^aa 

hSs  attack  there  ;  but  was  quickly  oppofed  by  the  befi^ed^ 

who  flocked- thither  with  aU  fpeed,  and  defended  it  with 

fwrprizing  intrepidity.    The  contcft  was  kept  up  with  very 

^eat  fiary  on  both  ildes  ;  when,  luckily  for  Albuquerque^ 

1^  admiral  came  up,  atwhof^  approach  the  Mpors  were. 

,ibrock  with  fuch  a  panic,  that  they  fled  with  the  greateft 

precipitation;  whilft  the  Portuguefe  foldiers,  eager  for  their 

WCJj  would  have  purfuedthem  into  the  city,  but  were  re-^ 

noloed  by  their  conmianders.    The  city  was  prefently  after 

citered,  and  plundered  of  a  vaft  and  valuable  booty,  which 

[was  conveyed  on  board  their  Ihips.    Great  numb^  of  the 

1>cfieged  were  {lain  and  wounded,  and  many  of  them  taken 

.prUbners,  but  moft  of  thefe  were  releafed  quickly  after*  The 

Portuguefe  had  about  50.  of  their  men  killed,  and  many 

dangeroufly  wounded,  beiides  eighteen  others  who  perlflied 

in  the  long-boat,  which,  through  their  infatiable  avarice, 

they  had  loaded  fo  immoderately,  that  it  oyerfet  with  them.  ^     . , 

Kay,  fuch  and  fa  enormous  was  the  inhumanity  pf  the  Por-  ^^^f/j 

tugue/e  foldiers  and  failors,  and  their  eagernefs  after  ^?^%  iytbeVoti 

that  they  cut  ofFthe  arms  of  feven  women,  to  come  at  their  mgucfc. 

rings  and  bracelets  the  more  readily.  •  But  Cugna,  having  fe-  - 

verely  puniflied  the  authors  of  this  cruelty,  thereby  deterred  , 

the  reft  from  the  like  bartarity.     The  city  being  thus  plun-  . 

dered,  Cugna  ordered  it  to  be  fet  on  fire  ;  and  it  was  quickly 

reduced  to  aihes,  in  fight  of  the  inhabitants,  -who  flood  at  a 

fmall  diftance,  beholding  the  difmal  fpeftacle.     Thus  far 

OJforio's  account  of  the  caAaftrophe  of  thi^  capital ;  whicb# 

bj  what  appears  in  the  fequel,  was  forced  to  become  tribu<> 

'    .  B  b  a  tary 
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tary  to  Its  dcftroyers,  before  it  could  recover. its  priftine 
grandeur  and  liberties.  But  when,  how,  and  by  what  means!, 
tjiofe  noble  Bravans  were  brought  to  fubmit  to  thofe  harfli 
terms,  we  can  no-where  find:  for  Cugna^  having  fet  it  in 
flames,  is  faid  to  have  failed  immediately  to  Magadoxa,  upon 
the  fame  errand  as  we  have  (hewn  in  the  laft  feftion. 

SECT.   iir. 
A  Cenftttation  of  the  pretended  Kingdom  of  Adea. 

7beking'  ^  H  E  generality  of  geopratphers  rrnanimonfly  add  a"  third 
dom  of  J-  kingdom,  ^^hich  they  call  Adea^  upon  this  coaft  of  Aj/mf 
Adca  Of  Habajb,  and  commonly  place  it,  with  its  pretended  capi- 
tmagtm-  ^  ^f  the. fame  name,  between  thofe  oi Adel  ^ixA  Maga* 
^^'*  doxa\  whiWt  fome  make  this  laft  to  be  a  part  oFk,  and  the 

name  of  its  capital ;  though  Barraboa  be  fjud  to  be  the  chief 
place  of  the  king's  refidence  •  :  which  word  is  of  Portuguefe 
extraft,  and  fignifies  a  good  coqfi,  fituated  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  Kilmanci.    They  add,  that,  though  a  Mo- 
hammedan,  he  is  tributary  to  the  negut,  or  emperor,  oiAHf 
Jhda.     One  of  them  in  particular  not  cmly  affirms  pofitivdy 
that  there  is  fuch  a  kingdom,  and  jfituated  and  fubjeft  af 
above,  but  is  more  explicit  in  his  defcription  dt  it  than  the 
reft  ^ 
gaiitf^r.        The  chief  cities^  belonging  to  it,  according  to  him,  or 
tahnfw    accwding  to  5tfn/&n's.maps,  by  which  he  fleers,  are  Zachdt^ 
the  traS    Orgabra,  Baraboa^  ^ihnunca,  feated  at  the  mouth  of  die 
^  Ajan.    river  of  that  liame ;  the  lake  and  ifle  of  Monks ^  fituate  more 
towards  the  north ;  Hugel  and,  Bandel^  fitiiate  on  the  coaft ; 
Magadoxa^  a  large  city,  formerly  taken  and  plundered  by 
the  Portuguefe^   the  metropolis  of  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Adeoj  and  the  refidence  of  the  kings  of  it ;  having  a  large 
haven,  and  a  fortrefs  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  its  name,    i 
4:fc.    He  then  goes  on,  defcribing  its  great  concourie  of  mer- 
'  .  chants,  commerce,  inhabitants,  and  religion,  in  the  famemaa- 

ner  which  we  have  done,  in  the  fecond  feJ^ion  of  this  chap- 
ter, and  proceeds  to  the  city  and  republic  of  Brava^  which 
he  places  between  Magadoxa  and  Barraboa,  and  defcribes  as 
'Wt  have  done  in  other  refpeAs.    He  quotes  likewife  abun-    ; 
dance,  of  authors  for  what  he  writes,  more  particularly  Saqfon    \ 

•  Dehi8,vid.  RAMVB«.nbifup.  p.  249.  3dedtt.   La  Marti*     i 
itiERB,  fab  voc.  Adea.  La  Croix  Afric  part vi.  cap.  9,  feA.  10. 
Aayity,  Davfir^^  «L    ^ LvYTs'$iatrodu&.  ad  geogf. p.  608. 

and 
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aad  R^ei  but»  upon  the  whole,  he  feems  to  have  confound- 
ed the  grcateft  part  of  this  territory  of  Ajan  into  one  king- 
dom, Eflder  the  name  of  Aden. 

Another  author,  already  quoted  «,  adds,  from  fomeoF 
the  authors  quoted  by  Luyts^  another  city,  a  little  above 
the  port  of  KHmanci,  which,  he  'fays,  is  called  Ofy,  and 
gives  its  name  to  that  river  from  thence  upwards.  Hq 
mentions  alfo  the  lordihip  of  Granza,  iituate  inore  towards 
the  inland,  and  contiguous  to  the  j^ngdoms  of  Ogia^  Xda^ 
and  GoraM ;  that  is,  as  we  more  properly  write  it,  Ogge, 
Xaody  2Lna  Curagna,  belonging  to  the  Abiffinian  empire,  but 
ill  of  them  at  an  immenfe  diSance  from  thefe  coafls  ;  and 
yet  this  author  makes  it  reach  to  them,  and  to  the  fea*port 
of  Barratoa,  adds  another,  called  in  the  fame  language.  Bar- 
ra-maa,  or  the  kadcoqft.  This  he  places  at  the  mouth  of 
another  river,  which  he  names  Sabala,  and  whofe  coaft  is 
<^cult  of  accefs.  Laftly,  he  tells  us  that  thi^  Adean  king- 
dom exteads  itfelf  weftward  to  that  of  Agabsa  ;  which'  ftill 
more  confirms  us,  that  he,  as  well  as  thofe  other  authors  we 
have  mentioned  before,  confounded  the  large'  traft '  of  Ajan 
vdth  this  imaginary  one  of  Adea,  who  have  bounded,  divided, 
and  dcfcribed  it,  according  to  the  beft  memoirs  they  had  ; 
and,  where  thofe  failed,  have  fupplied  the  reft  according:  to 
their  £incy« 

If  it  be  aiked,  why  we  infert  fuch  a  long  defcant  on  a  Remarks 
kingdom  which  exifts  only  in  geographical  books,  and  maps  on  the  in* 
inaccurately  concerted  ?  we  anfwer,  that,  though  it  doth  n^X  accuracy 
exift  under  the  name  and  title  they  have  given  to  it,  yet  it  ^fifn^ 
doth  really  fo,  atkaft  for  thegreateft  part,  under  thedefcription  ^J^^^^^** 
vre  have  given  of  the  territory  of  Ajan,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
diapter.    But  befides  all  this,  our  readers  will  Be  the  better 
able  to  judge  of  the  origin  of  this  mift^ke,  from  what  a         * 
learned  author,  well  acquainted  With  thofe  p^rts,  hath  pub- 
lifhed  about  it  d,  in  thefe  words  :  The  inhabitants  of  th^  ^^^^'Adtz  fa 
^^Cambat  call  them/elves  Seb-a-hadja,  or  Hadians  :  herite ^.^^  f^*^ 
it  IX,  that  Adc^,  or  Hadeg,  is  infert  ed  in  maps  for  a  kingdmi*  ^^p^ 
his  the  laft  kingdom  belonging  to  Abiflinia  on  the  fiuth;  and 
not  far  dlfiantfrom  that  o/^Enarea,«    7%^  king  (f  it  is  a 
Chrifiianf  and  his  fubjedls  partly  the  fame ^  and  partly  M6ham«> 
meddns  dnd'Fzg^i^s.    Accordingly,  the  feid  aptjior  hath  6b- 
ferved  the  ftm^  thiQg  }n  his  map  6i  Ethiopia^  wh^re,  under 
the  word  Cambaf,  he  adds,   Cujiff  incola  vodantur  Scb-9'^ 
Hedya,  male  Adea.    And  that  not 'without  good  reafon,  lee« 

'  *  La  Croix,  ub.  fu^.  ^  Li^dolph.  hift.  Ethiop.  L  L 
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tog  it  is  leveral  hundreds  of  miles  from  Ma^aiAxa^  and  the 
coaft  of  Ajan.  This  may  fenre  to  (hew  the  daoger  of  foL^ 
lowing  authors^  though  ever  fo  unanimous,  in  fubje£ls  of 
this  nature,  too  implicitly ;  feeing  they  only  copy  one  ano- 
ther's errors,  which  it  (hould  have  been  their  ftudy  and  bu*- 
finefs  to  difoover  and  corred.  Thus  we  meet  likewife  with  the 
name  of  the  city  of  Adea  oh  the  coaft  of  Zanguebat^^  which 
the  author  ^  ftyles  one  c^  the  moA  celebrated  in  all  'Africa\ 
though,  for  aught  we  can  find,  it  hath  nd  better  foundation 
than  the  imaginary  (ingdom  we  have  been  /peaking  o£ 
Here,  therefore,  we  (hall  conclude  this  chapter,  without  ven- 
Vh  i»/««^^uf  i<^S  ^^  penetrate  farther  into  the  inland  kingdoms  ;  for  if 
JHlimori  our  knowlege  of  the  coafts,  the  moft  obvious  and  frequent- 
^««^9«flr.  ed  by  Eur^eanSt  is  fo  fmail  and  precarious,  we  doubt 
not  being  dUpenfed  with  by  our  readers  from  giving  a  worlb 
defcription  ol  this  extenfive  nature,  of  wild  countrieis 
and  lungdoms,  tonceming  which  we  cannot  inform  them 
of  any  thing  with  the  lead  tolerable  certainty.  Tho^s 
whofe  curiofity  cannot  be  confined  within  thefe  rules,  tnsof 
have  recourfe  to  a  fufficient  variety  of  maps  and  geographi- 
cal books,  to  anfwer  their  purpofe ;  whilft  we  clofely  pur<« 
fueour  own,  of  infening  nothing  here  without  fufiicieiu 
authority. 

C  H  A  P.    VIL 

iTbi  Hiftery  of  ibe  principal  Kingdoms  on  the  Coaft  ijf 

Zangucbar. 

fU  coag   Tr  ^  ^^  ^^^*  fuppofed  the  Jgijimba  of  Ptolemy ^  is,  by 

#/*Zanl  ^^  Arabs ^  caUed  Zanguehar^  and   corruptly,  by   M* 

guebor  |  Pauh  the  Venetian^  Zengobar,  from  the  Arabic  word  Zen^' 

gue,  or  Zengui^  or,   as  Leo  Africanus  writes  it,  page  5, 

w^bencefQ  ^^l^^g^ »  which  word  fignifies  black  or  negro  ;  fo  that  tbs 

<aUfd.       >^^^^  Zanguebar  properly  imports  the  coaft  of  the  Blacks, 

'^     or  Negroes;  all  its  inhabitants  being  of  that  colour,  and 

having  curled  or  woolly  hair.    Its  northern  boundary  is  vari« 

"pilfly  fixed  by  authors  ;  by  fome,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 

Kilmanci^  or  ^iUmand  \  of  which  w^  ftiall  fpeak  in  the 

f^quel ;  and  others^  as  high  as  the  cape  of  Guar  Jq/iii,  ia  the 

liungdom  o( Adel,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  chapter;  by 

which  he  would  feem  to  CQtQprehend  all  the  other  long 

«  6A.UDSA11D  Dia.  fub.  voc.  •  SANUT,lib.  xii.  Ramu^ 

'v\>.  fup.  p.  386,  }  M4i^a|A0|.t  Afric,  1,    «. 


cnft  of  Jfsn  xmdtt  At  bxne  general  name.    Whereas  we 

hstfc  there  bbforved  its  ioliabitaatft  were  a  mixture  oEvfbitCf 

txvmf,  and  olive,  till  we  come  almoft  under  the  equator, 

-wbore,  thcrdfore,  we  hare  fixed  the  boundaries  between  ^^ '*'«/ 

theai  with  greater  reafen,  as  well  as  from  better  anthority ;  "w^w^'^ 

this  coaft  being  much  better  known  than  it  was  in  the  time^'''^'''^ 

cfSarmti  and  other  authcH^  above  quoted  :  and  we  find  it -^'** 

now  fixed  between  the  river  and  kingdom  of  Jfubo,  about 

hiif  a  dqgree  above  the  eqninoAial  line,  to  the  kingdom  of  ' 

Maurttm^  or  river  of  Fenum  Vehzo^  according  to  D^AnviUe, 

icKcxkj  known  in  other  maps,  or  that  more  confiderable 

one  of  Cimmay  the  boundary  of  that  kingdom,  according  to 

Bumper  and  others. 

'AceoKDiNG  to  this  dimenfKyB  the  cotSi  of Zanguetar  mil  Prinei^i 
eomain  the  following  kingdoms,  rivers,  bays^  and  other  re*  J^ingdomi, 
ttarkable  phces,  as  the  reader  will  find  them  ranged  in  ^^- «"  ^^ 
VAttviUi^t  map,  agreeably  to  the  lateft  difcoveries.     i .  The  '*^* 
Uogdom  and  river  of  Jubo.    a.  The  kingdom  of  the  Aba^ 
fMs.     J.  The  bay  of  Femwfa.    4.  The  kingdom  of  Sfa^ 
j.  Jm^a,    6.  The  river  of  I.<z}R9.    7.  The  kingdom  and 
dly  of  MeHnda,    8»  The  town  or  fort  of  ^ibnanca.    9. 
Hie  river  and  kingdom  of  ^Uifo.     i  o  ••  Jmaxa$Hbas  de  Mo^ 
tuapa^  a  town,     ii .  The  river  of  Monbaca.     1 2.  Andncte*' 
13.  Oi  LahgoH.     14,  The  country  of  7Wtfr^^^(?.     15.  Of 
Atumb^     16.  The  territory  qf  i?tf/<Kfc.     17,  18,  19^  The 
rivers  called  Los  tres  Hemumos^  or  three  Brethren.    20.  fin* 
'Ufayb^  or  the  deceitful  Cape.     21.  The  river  of  Enaho^  or 
CiUva.     22.  Of  ^izimajugo.     23.  The  kingdom  of  ^u 
ba.    24.  Country  of  Mmgedo.    25.  The  river  of  ^;ig^^* 
U.    a6.  Caho  Delgado.  ^  27,  The  town  of  Changa.     28, 
The  country  of  Macuas,    29.  The  town  of  ^erimba.    30* 
Of  Ato.  3 1 .  The  river  of  Pernio.  32 .  The  town  and  river  of 
ShramoCapa.     33.  The  river  iS^jw^ayi^.     34.  The  country  of 
the  Pices.^    35..River  ftiwdz/d.     ^6.  Frayqfe/land.   .37^Tho 
jiarcr  Pinda,     38,  Fernao  Febzo. 

Thb  principal  iflands  and  kingdoms  fituate  upon  the  chief 
Zanguebat  coaft,  are  as  follow,  according  to  th^  fame  author.  ij!0tub» 
I.  The  iflaod  of  Atandra.     2.  The  iile  and  kingdom  of  c^c. 
fi4e.    3 «  Thc^  ifle  of  JUhw.    4.  IHe  and  kmgdom  cHLaam^ 
|.  Ifle  and  city  of  M^rAaca.    6.  Ifle  acnd  kingdom  of  Pemba^ 
7.  Of  Zanzebar.     8.  Ifle  of  CpArtf .    9.  The  fliailows  of  St*  j 

Meek.  I  o.  Ifle  of  M^nfia,  1 1 .  Ifle  and  city  of  ^loa.  12. 
Vies  Gi Cap^  Dflgadtf.  13.  OfMslinda.  14,  Changa^  15^ 
Of  Maeohe.  1 0.  Of  Maternp.  17.  Of  Obi,  18.  Ifland  and 
town  of  ^erimba,  19.-  Ifles  of  Fumbo.  20.  Of  Cobras.  21  • 
Th«  i»t#  of  Pindar f    Thus  much  may  fuffice  for  a  dcfcrip* 
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tton  of  thefecoafts,  for  whicH  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the 
difcova^es,  cooquefts,  and  ravages  iKrhkh  ^t,-  Portuguefc 
have  made  on  them.  As  for  the  further  account  of  the  fero^ 
rai  places  above-mentioned,  we  ftiall  poftpone  it  till  w^ 
come  to  fpeak  of  the  feveral  kingdoms  to  wiudi  they  bdoftg, 
and  therein  confine  ourfelves  only  to  the  moft  remarkable  and 
ufeful;  and  fuch  of  which  we  have  the  moft  authentic  ac- 
counf*. 

As  to  thofe  belonging  to  the  inland  parts, ^fuch  as  towns, 
rivers,  mountains,  lakes,  ifc^  we  arcftUl  more  unacquainted 
wich  them;  this  only  we  know,  in  general,  that  this  whole 
traft  is  barren  and  unhealthy,,  the  lands  lying  low,  and  ia^ 
terfeAed  with  rivers,  lakes,  thick  woods,  fofefts)  andmaffliy 
grounds;  the  fruits  c^it  are  very  uaWhoUbme; .  their  xivers, 
for  the  moft  part,,  covered  or  choaked .  up  with  weedSi 
bufhes,  and  thickets;  all  which  ib.ftagnate  the  air,  and  cor- 
rupt the  produA  of  the  earth,  '^and  render  the  xnhahitaatsfo 
ilckly  and  indolent,  that  they  recei^  little  or  no  benefit  from 
its  produce*  The  Bedcnvin  Arabs  are  the  only  Qiaes  that  do; 
^d  that  chiefly  by  breeding  multitudes,  of  cattle,  and4iving 
moftly  upon  dieir  flefli  and  mUk;  whilft  the  .Negroes,  of 
Zariges^  content  themfekes  with  feeding  upon  wild  beato 
and  fowl,  which  fwarm  all  over  thofe  parts. . 

To  fupply  the  Mrant  of  corn,  pulfe,  roots,  and.other  whol- 
fpme  fcxxi,  of  which  they  are  deftitute,  the  Divine  Provi^ 
fdence  hath  interfperfed  that  .whole  country  with. mines  of 
gold,  eafily  got,  by  the  help  of  which-  they  can  purcbafe 
all  the  neceflaries  and  convenienciesvof  life  from  other  parts. 
But  this  is  the  very  thing  .that  makes  them  fo  extremely  jea- 
lous of  letting  any  ftrangers.  penetrate  into  the  inland ;  and 
more  efpecially  fince  the  Pvrtuguefe  hvit.xmAt  thaoid^^ 
matters  of  fuch  a  number  of  places  along  thi^  coaft ;  iirfo- 
njuch,  that  they  make  no  fcruple  to  murder  all  they  atch 
attempting  it  *'.  Hence  it  is  that  we  have. gained  fo  fmall  an 
infight  into  the  interior  intelligence  of  thofe  parts.  .Nor.  caa 
wejuftly  blame  thofe  nadves,  if,  apprifedas  they  ai?e,bylong 

•    experience,  what  labours  and.hazards  they  wUl  expofe  them- 
,  felvcs  to,  and  what  outrages  and  cruelties. they  wiU.not  fcfa- 

''^  pie  to  commit,  ^  to  difpoflefsi  ^he  natural  proprietors  of  that 
precious  and  bewitching  metal,  they  ace  fo  jealous  and 
watchful  to  (hut  up  all  avenues  to  their  mines  againft  all 
ftrangers. 


<  D'Anvillb,  Martinibre,  Sanut,  &  al, 
ubi  fup.  Dappei,  Affi9.  &  al,  fyp,  qix. 
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Thet  are,  moreoTer,  m  their  nature  fierce  and  ftont,  CafFers, 
ignorant  and  brud(h,  and  without  any  religion,  efpccjally  the  nvlffi 
Ikgcoes ;  upon  which  laft  account  they  have  the'  name  of  cal/ed* 
Coffers  given  to  them.    As  for  the  Bedowins,  they  have  fbme- 
kind  of  religion,  or,  rather,  obferve  a  variety  (^  fuperftitious 
rites,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  hat  are  no  lefs  ignorant 
^  undvilized  than    the  Coffers ;   yet   they  chiefly  herd 
amoDg  themfelve8>  and  live  at  a  greater  diflance  from*  the    '. 
coafts,  and  by  the  fides  of  lakes  and  rivers  for  the  convenience 
of  pafture  for  their  numerous  herds.     They  go  all  naked  Dr^  qf 
both  Coffers  and  Arabs ;  excepting  that  they  wrap  a  piece  of  the  ««-r 
cotton  cloth  round  their  middle,  which  defcends  a  little^'''«'«*'  ^ 
below  the  knee ;  but  thofc  who  live  along  the  ^roafts,  and 
^e  fomewhat  more  civilized,  afFed  a  little  more  fin^y  in  their 
drefs,  aiid,  inftead  of  cotton  cloth,  cover,  themfelves  with 
the  (kins  of  wild  beads,  more  or  lef§  rich,  aiccording  to  their'    fff  ^ 
rank,  and  with-  animals  tails  trailing  behind  oiit  the  ground*  ]^^^^  ^^^ 
They  likewife  adorn  their  necks,  arms,  and  legs,  with  yarie- ^^^"^ 
ty  of  beads,  bugles,,  and  other  trinkets,  of  amber,  jett,  glafs,  ^^wj, 
^nd  other  piaterials,  which  they  exchange  with  the  mer» 
jchants  for, their  gold,  furs,  ivory,  and  other  commodities  of 
their  country.    There  are  among  thefe  coafters  a  great  num*' 
ber  of  Mohammedans ^hut  a  nfuch  greater  number'  Hill  among 
the  iflanders  along  this  coaft ;  they  being,  for  the  moft  part, 
defcended  from  thofe  j^rabs  who  were  baniftied  out  of  their . 
country,  on  account  of  their  adherence  to  the  feft  of  Ali^, 
of  which  they  ftill  are  zealous  profefTors. 

This  is  all  weknow,or  can  infert  with  any  certainty,  con- 
cerning this  long  traft  of  Zanguebar  «  ;  to  which  we  have 
only  to  add. the  defcription  of  the  river  Kilmanci,  or,  as  the  q-^^  ^^^ 
P(Hrtuguefe^  who. have  given  it  that  name,  from  a  fort  and  Qujiman-r 
town  buUt  at  the  mouth  of  it,  write  it,  ^tihnattcay  or  J^/i/-  ^i  defcrib^ 
manci:  for  though,  inthe.lift  of  remarkable  places  along. /</. 
this  coaft,  which  we  h?ive  given  a  little  higher,  we  have  had 
cccafion  to  meation  feveral  other  rivers ;  yet  is  this  the  only  . 

pne  concerning  which  we  can  mention  any  thing  worth  our 
reader's  notice,  :an(i  that  chiefly  confifts  in  the  few  following 
particulars.  It  hath  its  fource  near  the  mountain  o(  Gravoy 
ip  the  kii^dom  oi  Narea^  fubjeft  to  the  Jbiffnian  empire.  Us  fource  ^ 
and  near  a  village  called  -^*ia,  or  Bnxa^  and  is  one  of  the*  ^^*C/^'^^' 
moft  confiderable'  in  all  this  part  of  Africa^  efpeciallv  oa 
jfccount  of  the  length  and  vaft  winding  of  its  courre,  it 
making  a  kind  of  circle^  tqxvard  the  north  and  eaft,  as  it  were  to 
^  De  hac,  vid.  fup.  vol.  i.  p.  z'j'j^  &  feq.  «  Juan  Ds, 

?ARR08,1.  viii.  c.  4.  RamVs.  &  al.  pa<r.  S^^nut.  1.  ^l  Davity, 

PAPPBR^&al. 
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indofe  teto  a  kind  of  pewafnla  the  kiagd«Mn  of  Gmgt^,  and 

divides  the  wild  Califs  fettknent  horn  AUffima ;  and  tkos 

far  that  river  is  called  by  the  nanle  of  Zehed.     It  tiiea 

winds  its  courfe  throogh  the  country  of  the  Nhkmttij  and 

leaves  it  on  the  eaft  fide,  erodes  the  eqniaodtial  liae^  through 

tfaofe  of  the  Moffegag  Coffers^  a  luirbarons  Dation,  aod 

thence  contmuing  its  conrfealoi^  the  coallk^  <i  ZangUib£a^y 

dSfcharges  itfidf  into  the  oocan  in  the  kingdom  of  MeHnda, 

<Mi  the  footh  fide  of  the  fort  or  town,  which  gives  it  its 

new  name  of  ^uilman,  and  is  by  moft  authors  fnppofed  to  be 

Jftfltfil      the  Jtapte,  meatiooed  ij* Pt&lemy  in  hfe  de&ripdon  c^  ^ 

09dfiri^    coaft*    llius  far  the  account  which  De  Lifte  giv'es  its  of  the 

cooirfe  of  that  river,  from  the  Portuguefe^  books  and  maps ; 

yet  fo  far  are  they  from  haxxg  agreed  in  It,  that  feveral  of 

them  affirm  the  mooth  of  it  to  be  but  about  a  mile  ibttth^ieard 

of  the  city  of  Mclinda  ^    To  this  we  ihall  only  add  what  the 

laA  quoted  author^  and  fcMne  others  f;qr,  that  the  Abtffimam 

give  that  river  the  name  of  Oheg  through  feme  parts  of  its 

courfe  along  their  territories  ^  from  a  town  (k  tb^  Dsme 

fituate  on  it  banks,  as  we  have  lately  feea  in  a  precediog 

chapter. 

jSngiom      It  is  time  no^  to  fpeak  of  the  feveral  kingdosis  wehave 

rf  Zan.    {^ven  in  the  lift  of  abc^c^  as  bdon^ng  to  this  tra£^  of  Zdfh 

ipochtfy    guebar ;  and  therein  fhSiIl  confine  oarfdves  within    the 

limits  of  our  fyftem ;  which  being  chiefly  tuftorical,  will  of 

courfe  eiccufe  us  from   entering  into  a  particular  detail 

not  only  of  fuch  of  which  we  know  nothing  more  tfaafr  the 

bare  geography,  'without  any  other  p^ticular  relating  to 

their  hiftory ;  but  much  more  of  thofe  concernizi^  wmch 

we.  know  little  elfe  than  their  names  and  fituatioo,  or  per-* 

baps  fome  few  other  particulars ;  but  neither  eflentiai  enough, 

nor  fo  certainly  known,  as  to  def^rve  a  place  in  a  work  liks 

this :  of  which  nature  are  ^  great  part  <^  thofe  contained  ia 

^\         «/    ^  above-tmeutioned  lift,  which  the  reader  will  find  dJffin- 

^Mwt'   guUhed  from  the  reft  in  Adfic  charafter ;  that  he  may,  if  ho 

^^yy   ^-pleafes,  confull  th<j  many  books  of  travels  where  they  are 

morp  p£urticularly  defcribed,  but  on  fiich  authorities  as  we 

can  neither  vouch  for  nor  depend  upon.  Thofe  thercferq 

*  which  we  intend  to  fpeak  cf  in  this  chapter,  are  thofe -tfcat 

follow.     I,  The  kingdom  and  ct^  of  Mekndn. 

^  De  his,  vid.  R  amus.  ubi  fujp. Dapper,  ub.  fap,        ^  DAf« 
f  «i^,  nb.  (up.  La  Caou»  ubi  ^f  •  pt<  iii*  c.  9.  ie^,  1, 
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rbe  UiJUry  0/  ibe  Kii^dom  of  Melinds. 

^ HIS  Idagdom,  accordittg  to  the  generality  of  the  geo-  ne khg' 
•**  graphers»,  lies  under  the  equinoftial  line,  and  extends  domof 
itfelt  from  the  northern  bonhdaries  of  that  of  Momba/o,  Mdinda, 
which'  they  place  about  the  id  deg^  fouth  of  the  river  j^/7- 
numci  lately  defcribed,  ^rfiofc  courfc  exteiids  itfelf  from  the 
Borth  fide  of  it ;  though  its  mouth,  accordii^  to  the  lateft 
obfeFvationsy  is  placed  benveen  the  3d  and  4th  deg.  ibuth ; 
we  liave  already  taken  notice  of  the  dilSerence  of  authors 
fhout  that  point.    We  are  no  lefs  uncertain  about  its  extent 
^wjftward  into  the  inland,  and  arc  only  told,  that  it  is  bound- 
ed on  that  fide  by  the  country  of  the  Moj[egayts\  a  bar-  ' 
barous  race  of  Coffers ;  and  on  the  eaft  it  has  the  weftern 
iwean  for  its  boundary ;  about  the  extent  of  which  we 
'meet  with  no  lefs  difagreement  between  authors,  feeing  fome  ..•  » 
irf  them,  who  include  the  kingdom  of  Mombafo  as  part  of  ^^-^i^A. 
that  of  Melinda,  extend  the  fea-coafts  of  it  quite  to  the  Capefi^^^ 
ff  Gaday  which  they  place  in  the  loth  deg.  of  fouth  lat  *.        .    ^^ 
So  littte  exaftnefs  is  there  in  thefe  accounts  of  this  kingdom, 
even  antong  the  Portuguefcy  notwithftanding  their  having 
^rried  on  foconftant  a  commerce  with  it  ever  fince  thch*  firft    , 
fflcovery  of  it,  that  is  fince  an,  1 520,  as  we  fliall  fee  in  the  fe- 
nnel. We  fliall  not  therefore  take  upon  us  to  aflert  any  thing 
upon  thatfubjeft,  but  leave  it  to  time  and  opportunity  for  far» 
thef  and  more  exaft  difcoveries  concerning  it. 

HowBTER  that  be,  it  is  agreed  on  ^11  hands,  that  thefe 
coafts,  efpecialiy  near  the  capital  of  Melinda,  are  exceedingly 
dang«t>us  and  diiBcult  of  .accefs  ;  being  foil  of  rocks  and  ^^g^ous 
ihdves,  and.  the  fea  thereabouts  vqy  often  t^mpeftuous  at  ^^^^* 
certain  feafons  «.   At  a  finall  diftance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  above-mentioned,  is  the  ifland,  kingdom,  and  city  of 
Lamo  y  whofe  king,  a  Mohammedan,  was  beheaded  by  the  Por-  jCingJom 
iuguefe,   an,   1^589.     His  name  vns  Panebaxitay    ^nd  his  and  (/If  ^ 
crime,  whether  red  or  pretended,  his  hating  bafely  betrayed  L^uno, 
Rock  Britto,  governor  of  the  MeHndah  coaft  p  for  which  he 
^irasfdzed,  with  four  other  of  his  Mokammedan  fubjefts,  in  his 
CapitaU  by  their  admir^  Sou/a  Contingp^  and  c^ried  to  the 

•     •  0»TKL,RAMV8.ubifap.  PfCAFBT.  Davity,  Dapper,  La 
Cuoisr,  &al,  ^  De  Lisle  Atlas,  Martin ier^,  fubvoc, 

M«MN04*  ^Q$»aajo,  ^  a}^  fup*  eitilt. 
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next  ifland  and  kingdom  of  Pate^  and  there  publicly  exe- 
cuted in  prefence  of  that  arid  fotne  other  petty  kings  of  the 
neighbouring  iflands ;  from  which  time,  that  of  Lamo  hath 
continued  tributary ,  to  Portugal  ^^  4s  are  alfo  mod  .of  thofe 
on  this  coaft. 

The  kingdom  of  Melinda  is  for  tfae  moft  part  rich  and 
fertile^  producing  .almoft  all  th«  neceflaries  of  life,  excqpt 
wheat  and  rice,  bpth  which  ar^  brought  .thither  from  Cam-- 
baya  and  othef  parts;  and  tiipfe  who  cannot  purchafe  them, 
make  ufe  of  potatoes  in  their  ftead,  which  are  here  fine, 
large,  and  in  great  plenty.  TThey  likewife  abound  with  great ' 
variety  of  fruit-trees,  roots,  plants  apd  xither  efculent$,  and 
with  melons  of  cscquifite  tafte.  The  country  is  covered  with 
citron-trees,  wth  whofe  odoriferous  fmell  the  air  is  a^ce- 
ably  perfumed  almoft  all  the  year.  They  have  alfo  gr^at  plen- 
ty of  venifon,  game,  oxen,  flieep,  geefe,  hens,  and  otheir 
poultry,  &c;  and  one  breec^  of  (heep,  whofe  tails  are  like 
fome  of  thbfe  we  have  already  fpoken  of,  commonly  weighing 
between  20  and  33.  pounds  ^ 

The  city  of  MSHnda.  is  pleafantlyTittiated  on  a  beautiful  . 
plains  furrounded  with^a  great  variety  of  tine  g^dens  and 
orchards,  ftored  with  all  forts  of  fruit-trees,  efpepally  ci- 
trons and  oranges.  The  houfes  are  built  of  Iqua^  ftone^ 
and  for  the  moft  part  ftartely,  and  fome  even  magnificent, . 
and.  all  of  them  richly  fyrniftxed,  beipg  inhabited  chiefly  by 
rich  merchants,  aijd  much  reforted  to  by  foreigners,  who  drivp 
a  great  commerqe  with  it  in  gold,  .copper^  quickfilver. 
Ivory,  wax,  drugs,  ifc.  which  are  herie  exchanged  for  iilks, 
cottons,  and  other  cloths,  corn,  and  oth^r  commodities. 
The  only  inconvenience  attending  this  metropolis  is,  that 
the  anchorage  ftands  at  fome  diftancc  from  it,  \on  account  of 
thC/rocks  and  ftielves  which  furround  it;  towards  the  fea  fide, 
.  which  reader  the  accefs  to  it  difficult  and  dangerous^.  This 
city  is  fuppofed  by  the  learned  to  be  the  ilfoiMfc/  mentipned 
by  Avicenna,  as  .the  place  whence  they  had  their  aloes  2, 

The  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  a  mixture  qf  blacks, 
fwarthy,  tawny,  and  white.  This  laftchieify  among  the  wq- 
men,  who  are  moftly  of  that,  or  of  ar^  qlive  complexioq. 
Their  drcfs  is  no  lefs  taking  than  their  compl^xiQU ;  for  they 
never  ftir  out  but  in  fine  filks,  girt  ?ijbont  with  a  riph 
gold  or  fllver  girdle,  a  coljar  and  bracelet  of  thi?  f4me»  9r 

^  Odvar.  Barbos,  Ramus.  Davity,  &  al;,  ^  ,Sanut, 
Barbos.  O^soRio,  Dapper,  LaCroix,  &:*al.  '^  lid.  ibid. 
%  ScALiG.  ad  lib.  iy.  MANiL.pAyiTy,&  al./up.  citat.  ;   ; 
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ibnething  ftill  mor^  valuable^  and  their  h^ads  covered  with-     ' 
a  veil.     The  men  go  not  bare-headed,  as  in  many  other  par'ta. 
dAfricat.  bijt  wear  a  kind  of.  turban  on  their  hcods^    la 
mherrefpe^s/theh'  drcfs  is  mucb  the  fame;  that  it/ a  piece, 
of  cotton  wrapped  about  their  xniddle,  and  defcending  a  little- 
bdow  their  knees ;  theif  legs,  feet,  and  the  reft  of  the  body,:' 
quite  bare^   As  to  the  meaner  fort,  as  well  as  thofe  who  live 
firthcr  from  the  cpafts.,  they  iv^ar  little  elfe  than  a  piece  gf  ♦ 
doth  about  their  middle  ^  if  we  except  their,  fhield  ^nd 
Weapons,:  which    are  the  bow  and  arro^vs,  the    fcymiter . 
tad  die  javelin,  at  all  which  they  are  very  expert,  jbeing  reck-  * 
oiied  the  beft.  and  ftouteft^foldiers  iii  all  that  coaft.  They  -go- 
to war  With  nndaurited  fpirit,  and  maintain ,  their  ^Qund!    ' 
with  greater  intrepidity  than  any  of.theif  neighbours;,  yet 
vcare  told,  ^hofe  of  the .  adjoiniiag  kingdom :  of  .M?;i^^     ,  ^ 
would  have  proved  too  ftrong  for  them,  had  they  not  been ' 
■jffifted  by  the  PorfM^w^,*  to  bring  them  into  fubjeftion*. 
Ih  other  refpefts,  the  Melindansy  at  leaft  thecoafters  (for  we 
are  not  fo  well  acquainted  witl;  the  inlanders)  are  faid  to  be 
very  courteous  and  obliging,  free  fronfi fraud  or  flattery,  and. 
Jv^  very  friendly  with  the  Portuguefe^  who  commonly  are 
wied  amdngft  them,  ^without  any  other  markofdiftinftion 
than  that  of  a  <;rofs  over  the,ir  tomb  K   Their  language,  as 
fir  as  we  can  judge,  from  the  Lor d*s  prayer  in  it,  which 
Grammay  hath  .  given  us  |n  his  curious  colleftion,  feems 
fir  endugh  from  barbarous  or  difagreeable.     The  reader  may 
iee  the  fp^cimen  in  th^  margia  (A). 

TBEiBLreligion  is?  varipufly  defcribed  by  authors ;  feme  re-  jieUgifm 
pie|eptlng  the  people  as  altogether  Mohammedans y  and  others  fartfy 
n  idolatei*s»    The  truth    is,  zs  Un/chot  rightly  obferves,  M»;&/t«- 
Itoe  are  (bme  of  both  religjvbns. ,  The  Bsdowans^  as  we  have  meJi/m 
formerly  hinted,  are  a  fuperftidous  arid  ignorant  race  of  ido-  and  Pa- 
latcrs ;  the  Negroes  arciror  the  mo^part  Mohammedans y  but  g^f'^* 
of  |he  Enwrajuidic  fcft,    which  rejeft.  fome  parts  of  the 
Koran ',  following  the  doftrine  oiZcyd  the  ionoi  Hajheim  "^ 

*  O^toiL,  lib.  !•  Od.'!Barbosa,.Pjc{afbt,  Davity,  Dap- 
m*        *  lid.  ibid.  '^  Turs  Jn  vit.  Xaver.       ,<  Ossor» 

uS.  fob.  LiNfCHOT,  lib,  i.  c.  x6.     ™  Vid.  Ramus,  I)AyiTy,.& 
asdt  abeb  citat. 

[k\  Man  ladi  Jiffan  avatf^  fafana  agrond  fJt  augme  agfar 

Bt  cades  efmoSaSi  mala   cutoca  le?ta  catajano  nagfar  ccntan  Una 

tacMna  mafdtoC'a  chomafijfa,  me  galiaca  muato  tadchol  nal ' laga- 

<hiid^eca,  ghlalandi  cohzano  che  -  rabet  lache  nagna  min  fci  ratri  * . 

•  yid  GbamitrUin  Orgt*  Dominic,  ia^C,  lirtg, 

afeft 


a  feft  iMfl  iiiiSke  thtt  ofiktSadducees  among  the  Jews,  of  wbich^ 

ootwltUbn^iig,  feme  of  the  Kbaltfs  of  Babykn  have  m^ 

open  fidUBtm  ^.  As  for  the  Roman-catliollcs,  they  have  beea, 

fimied  tlmoft  ever  fince  the  Portugueji  came  thither.  We 

do  not  however  hear  of  any  jprofelytes  they  have  made  tp* 

thrir  faith  among  the  natives,  as  they  have  at  Congo,  Angola, 

aftd  other  Afriam  p^ts ;  but  content  themfelves  with  the 

fftc  cacerctfe  of  it,  and  are  fd  numerous  in  the  city  of  Mc* 

iUmaii'CM''  ImJk,  that  they  have  built  no  le&  dian  feventeen  churches  and' 

tMcs  MK-chapeb  in  if,  and  have  ereAdl  a  (lately  crofs  of  gilt  marbk  * 

mifut.     before  one  of  them ;  and  we  hear  moreoveri  that  in  die 

W«>       year  idoa,  three  ladies,  relations  to  the  king,  were  pub- 

thmrcbes.   Udy  baptized  P. 

.^.  The  goverament  is  monarchical ;  and  in  fuch  veneration  is 

Jn^iiiia.  ^  ^"^fif  ^^  ^  ^  fuhjefts,  that  whenever  he  ftirs  out  of  \ 

'  his  pahce,  he  is  always  carried  in  a  fedan,  on  the  fhouldeei' 

Hq^b  ri"   of  fear  or  more  of  the  greateft  nobles  of  the  kingdom  >  anij. 

gardt^      iiioenfe  and  other  perfumes  are  burned  before  him  as  he  goes 

4beir        along  the  ftreets  of  any  dty,  by  a  great  number  of  ladi^ 

^&*       who  come  to  welcome  lum  with  fongs  in  his  praife,  accom-; 

panied  with  feveral  kinds  of  muiical  inftruments  ;  which,^ 

though  not  of  the  moft  harmonious  kind,  they  touch  vnik, 

teandtk  dextmty  and  cadence.    If  he  fets  out  upon  any  e:$pe* 

ditton,.  whether  dvil  or  militaryj^  he  then  appears  mounted 

Vafi  ytti'Oa  a  ftately  horfe,  richly  caparifoned;  and  with  a  numerous 

$nte.         retinue,  attended  with  great  crouds  of  his  fubjefts,  who 

fill  the  dk  with  their  loud  huzzas  and  loyal  acclamatioas.^ 
Supirjli'    Hte  labis  or  pricfts  meet  him  at  his  fetting  out  with  a  deer,' ' 
tioas  c/r/- recently  facrificed,  and  ftill  reaking ;  over  which,  he  aiidKs 
meam*     .horfe  take  three  leaps ;  which  is  no  fooner  done,  than  thefe. 
pretended  coiyurers  fet  about  escamining  the  entraifcof  thff 
creature,  and  from  them  pretend  to  foretejl  whether  his 
expedition  will  be  profperous  or  not  ^.'  * 

lUceftian  The  feme  kind  of  lupcrftitious  ccremonies-are  alfo  toW 
ffamhaf'  ufed  When  any  prince,  or  ambafly  from  a  prince,  comes  to 
JkdQrs.  his  court,  in  order  to  know  whether  the  vifit  or  negotiatiofl 
will  be  attended  with  good  or  bad  fuccefs.  tlppntKisoc- 
.cafion  alfo  the  prince  or  ambaflador  is  accompanied  b|  a 
great  number  of  ladies  along  the  ftrcets,  fome  burning  pa*- 
fumes  before  him,  others  fiftging  or  playing  on  inftruments. 
Tbefe  monarchs  are  in  fomemeafure  obliged  to  fubmirto 

•  De  hac,  vid.  fup.  vol.  a.  p.  234.  »  CamSrail.  dcreb. 
Turdc.  TvRSSiL,  in  vit.  Xavbr.  Davitv,  Afric.  . «  OssoR. 
Ramus«  Davity,  DAPi'fiR,  La  Croix,  &  al.  ub.  fab. 
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die  fnperiHdous  ceremonks  abcwe-mentioiied,  and  to  Ng«h 
kie  dieir  refoladoDS  aoxirdtQg  to  the  f^rt  of  thofe  JQgglen^ 
ivhe^op  it  be  for  peace  or  war,  or  aay  other  ^ligenoet 
and  whether  they  give  any  credit  to  them  or  not ;  for  on  Ak 
duefly  depends  the  aUegknce  and  hononr  they  pay  to,  and 
dieaffeAioKL^iidvenaratioQth^  have  for  them ;  which  wooM, 
»pM  liiair  noA-compliaace,  quickly  deg^erate  into  hatred 
and  coQtempt,  if  not  in^  downright  difloyalty,  or  open  r&- 
belBon,  thiioii^h  the  uncontrouiable  influence  whieb  AoSt 
'  juggfifl^  milcreants  hkve  over  the  people. 

Bvx  befides  this  abfurd  and  ill-placed  confidence,  for  ^/^j-pjj^ 
fcch.it  cannot  but  be  deemed  by  men  of  fenfe,  (nnfefs  we  ;«^^ 
M'A  ibppofe  that  chdr  pretended  prediftions,  calculated 
oaly  to  amafe  the  fubjefts,  are  privately  direfted  by  «he 
ivkee,  which  is  far  from  improbable;  and  the  only  way 
jperhaps  thofe  cheats-  have  of  faving  themfelves  from  the 
iaagors  that  would  attend  a  contrary  event)  the  Melindan 
Uxxp  have,  we  are  told,  a  ia:iuch  furer  way  of  fecurin^  their  hovj  «/- 
fiA>jefts  loyaky  and  alb^lon ;  namely,  by  their  conftant  ap^^  mmfienL 
jjfeition  to  public  ajf&irs,  their  yrg^aace  over  thdr  minr- 
lers,  governors,  slnd  other  magittrates,  by  their  affiduity 
itA  fttienck^  in  receiving  and  hearing  the  complaints  of 
bieir  fiibjefts;  and  thdr  fh-id  and  imert  adminiRration  of 
joMceoa  all  detinc^uents  of  what  mnk-  of  degree  of  hywt 
(oeyer  with  them ; '  but  more  partici!ku?ly  on  fach  as  attempt 
|s  hnipofe  upon  or  miflead  them  by  fraud  or  ardfice  '• 

'  Tmir  method  of  proceeding  fn  cafes  of  this  ftatore  fe/^  ^ 
as  follows.    When  any  complaint  or  appea}  is  prefented  tx)^^^*^^ 
,t!iem,  they  caufe  the  pUindflF  to  be  detained,  dU  the  defen-^w^^ 
*dsni^  Who  fs  immediately  fummon^  to  appear  before  theni/i^ji« 
and  dietr  council,  hath- heard  his  accufadon,  and  made  his 
ddfence.    If  it  be  made  by  an  inferior  againft  a  governor  of 
rnxDifter  of  ftate,  or  other  grandees,  he  is  no  lefs  obliged  to 
appear;  and  with  this  difference,  that  on  his  approach  to 
the  court,  he  caufes  the  horA  or  trumpet  to  be  blown,  to 
gve  notice  of  his  coming ;  upon  which  fome  of  the  king> 
officers  come  tO  receive  him  into  their  cuftody ;  who  having 
(fifiniflEbd  his  retinue,  conduA  him  to  the  hall  of  juftice.   In 
fodi  cafes  theaccufer  muft  be  provided  with  fufiicient  en<i 
dencc,  or  eMc  he  is  condemned  to  deaths  and  executed  out  j^^ 
of  hand  :  but  if  the  accpfadon  be  fiilly  proved,  thedefen-^^y,,^ 
<knt  is  condemned  to  make  reftitution  fuitable  to  the  wrong  u  tbm* 

deae,  and  moreover  to  be  fined,  and  fpffer  corporal  purnfhment; 
which,  if  the  offender  be  a  perfon  of  rank  or  merit,  i§  eom^ 

^  lid.  ibid,  '     ' 
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nonly  a  baftonade  more  or  lefs  fevere^  as  well  as  a  fin^  . 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  ofl^ce^  t;he  dignity  and  ] 
merit  of  the  ofiender ;  and  this  baftonade  is  then  inflicted  by  I 
the  king  himfelf.  ^         ■      \  J 

Punijb'         The  fentence  is  no  fooner  pronounced^  than  the  oflfender 
ment.        is  led  out  of  the'  hall  into  another  cband>er»  where  he  ii 
htyt  in-    obliged  to  acknowlege  his  fault,  ^and  the  juftioe  as  well  as 
fitted.      lenity  of  his  punifliment,  in  the  hunnbleA  terms  and  pofturc; 
after  whlcb^  he  is  ftripped  of  his  clothes,  and  laid  flat  oq 
bis  face  on  the  ground. .   The  king  th^.  takes  his  ftaff  of' 
juftice  in  his  hand,  and  gives  .Jiim  ds  manyftrokes  as  he 
thinks  fit ;  and  having  received  his  beft  thanks  for  his  kind 
correAion,  bids  Mm  get  up  -and  put  on  bis  clothes  again^ 
which  having  done,  and  kiffed  his  majefty's  feet,  he  accooh 
panics  him,  v^ith  the  reft  of  the  attendants,  into  th^  hall| 
with  a  ferene  countenance,  and  without  betraying  the  leaft  i 
grief  or  difcontent :  there  the  king  gracioufly  dimiifles  him 
before  the  whole  court,  with  a  frefh  charge  to  be  careful  to 
adminifter  juftice  to  hisfubjedls;  then  caufes  him  to  be  ac« 
companied  with  the  ufual  honours  .and 'perCumes  to  dx 
gates  of  the  city;  and  the  whole;  matter  is  hufhed  as  if 
,  nothing  had  happened ;  the  people  without  beiag  wholly  ig* 
norant  of*  what  Hth  been  traniafting  within.    -The  firieani 
xdbarges  of  the  fiiit. are  levied  out.  of  the  offender's  eftate; 
or,  ii  a  favourite,  out  of  the  king's  coffers  '• 
fiLa^f^'       The  Pqrtugue/eho2i&  much  of  the  good  underftaadiitf 
t^  ilnl  f^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  "^^  between  thckings  oi MeUndaTcsA  thole 
Portojwl   ^~  Portugal^  ever  fince  the  fubjefts  of  the  latter  were  admitted 
*  into  their  dominions;  and  more  particularly  of  the  vaft  re- 
fpeft  which  the  former  of  thofe  monarchs  pay$  to  the  latter  ;* 
as  a  fingu(ar  Inftance  of  which,  we  are  told  '«  that  the  head 
faftor  ot  the  king  of  PQrtugal  in  this  kingdom  having  fomc 
occafion  to  vifit  that  of  Mdmdaj  the  latter  ordered  all  the 
nobles  of  his.  court  to  meet  him  ;  and  that  before  he  arrived 
at  the  royal  palace  vWith  his  retinue,  a  number  of  women  met 
jiim  alfo  with  their  incenfers,  and  perfumed  him  all  the  way 
thither.     We  ftiould  have  been  much  better  pleafed  to  have 
met  with  fomething  more  worthy  our  reader's  knowlege  con- 
cerning thofe  African  princes,  either  relating  to  their  ex- 
traft,  antiquity,  whether  hereditary  or  eleftive,  their,  laws, 
power,  riches,  army,  fleet,  hiftory,  wars,  and.  the  like,  con- 
cerning which  they  are  altogether  filent ;  and  which,  by  the 
way,  is  no  great  mark  of  that  good  under Aanding  and  aiTec- 

•  OssoR.  &  al.  fup.  citat.        ^  On.  Barbosa,  nb.  fup.  Pc* 
lYRo  Alvarss  Navigat.  ap.  Ramus.  Davity,  &  ai. 
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tion  between  thofe  two  crowns,  aad  their  fubjeAs,  asis  faid  .^ 

above,  to  reign  between  them.  ^ . 

However,  fince  this  is  .all  that  We  can  find  in  them  con- 
cerning this  kifagdom,  we  ihall  now  proceed,  to  the  only 
po'mt  of  hiflory  relating  to  it^  viz,  the  Portuguefe  obtain-  Porto- 
ing  their  firft  entrance""  into  it,  nncier  the  conduft  of  their  guefe  ho^m 
famed  admiral  Vafco  de  Cama,  and  what  hath  faffed  fmce  admitted 
their  fettlement  in  thefe  parts;  wherein,  we  /hall  give  the^'»'«  M«- 
beft  account  of   both  that  we  can    from  their  writers,  ^^"^*' 
but  more  particularly  from  their  celebrated, bifhop  ^r/'o's 
hiftory  of  their  conquefts,  which  (whatever  pains  that  good 
prelate's  charity  for  his  own  countrymen,  and  the  honour  ot, 
his  nation,  may  have  induced  him  to  tals/e  through  the  courfe. . 
of  it  to  palliate  their  illicit  Invafions  and  dreadful  ravages^ 
both  on  this  and  the  other  African  coafts,  and  elfewhere, 
feme  of  which  have .  been  already  taken  notice  of  in  the 
preceding  chapters")   is   never thelefs  juftly  .efteemcd  the 
moft  exaft,  impartial  '^j  and  authentic  in  all  other  refpefts^ 
And  here  referring  our  readers  to  what  hath  been  faid  in  a  -b^^^^ 
ifcrmer  volume,  concerning  the"  original  defigas,  as  ifell  a&  j  ,q-^ 
^e  fuccefs  of  the  difcovery  of  the  African  coafts,  in  prdei: 
to  find  out  a  way  into  the  Eqfl  Indies  by  fea  %  and  to  what 
will  be  farther  related  in  the  hiftory  of  Portugal^  vft  ftiall 
beg  leave  to  look  back  for  the  courfe  of  this  expedition  a 
fittle  higher,  in  order  to  apprife  our  reacjers  by  what  fteps 
(!amd  arid'  his  fleet  were  brought  to  this  coaft  and  king- 
dom, after  he  had  douh\tAth.t  Cape  of  Good  H(ip£. 

The  firft  confiderable  coaft  that  fell  under  his  obfcrva-.  Vafcb  dd ^ 
tion,  was  that  of  the  iflapd  and  kingdom  o(  Mozambico^GsansL     * 
j(^  which  we  ftiall  fpeak  more  fully  in  a  fubfequent  feftion^-/^^^'^/^*^ 
^hebad  condition  his  men  and  fleet  were  then  in  made  him.  ^/^#'  « 
extremely  defirous  to  caft  anchor  there  for  fome  days  at/^-^'^^^^' 
leaft,  to  give  them  fome  reft  aad  refreftiments.   Having  there- "^TJ"'"''^ 
fore  informed  himfelf  about,  the  ifland  and  its  inhabitants,  zambico* 
particularly  about  the  governor,  who  commanded  in  it  under  Reception 
Cbe  king  otKilda,  or  Kiioa,  as  well  as  amply  rewarded  his  in;  f,'om  the 
formants,  he  fent  them  out  of  hand  to  him  with  his  htOi  gotfemiar^  ; 
compliments,  accompanied  with  fome  valuable  prefents ;  with 
which  he  was  fo  highly  pleafed,  that  he  made  him  the  moft  wh9  comet 
acceptable   return  he  could  wifti,  and  came  foon  after  in  a  on  hoard 
fumptuous  drefs,  attended  by  grand  retinue,  topayl^im  avifit  ^^/^(^ 
on  board  his  fliip.  ^'^^ 

"  See  the  beginning  of  vol.  xiv,  w  See  a  proof  of  this,  vol. 
i  p  29,  &  feq.  of  his  hiftory,  Eng.  edit.  *  See  vol.  ix.  p  170, 
&ieq.  lee  alfoOssoRio,  1.  i.  Marmol.  Afric.  lib.  ix.  c.  27,  & 
feq.  JARRiC,  Od.  Barbosa,  Si  al,  fup.  citat. 
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Jteceftion  ZACOCIA^  that  was  the  noble  governor's  name,  was  a 
9/ him.  zealous  Mohammedan^  and  highly  delighted  at  the  gallant 
entertainment  which  Gafna  had  prepared  for  him,  and 
ainongft  other  queftions,  a(ked  him,  whether  he  and  his  men 
were  Moori  or  Turks y  what  arms  they  ufed,  and  what  books 
he  had  which  treated  of  Mohammedifm^  not  doubting, 
but  he  was  of  that  religion.  To  thefe  Gama  anfwered  in 
general,  that  he  came  n-om  the  weft;  that  their  arms^were 
the  fame  as  he  faw  on  his  men;  but  that  they  had  moreover 
fome  warlike  machines,  with  which  they  could  deftroy  whole 
atmies,  and  batter  the  ftrohgeft  fortrefles  to  the  ground.  As 
for  the  books  of  their  religion,  he  told  him,  he  would  (hew 
them  to  him  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  after  he  and  his 
men  had  had  a  few  days  refpite  and  refrefliment.  He  added, 
that  as  he  was  now  bound  for  the  Eafi-Indies^  he  fliould  be 
highly  obliged  to  him  if  he  could  fupply  him  with  fome  ex- 
pert navigators  to  conducl:  him  thither ;  and  he  accordingly 
brought  to  him  on  the  next  day  two  pilots  to  fteer  him  into 
Calicut^ 

Hitherto  both  fides  were  well  fatisfied  with  each  other, 

.  abd  might  have  continued  fo  much  longer,  had  not  Gam 

inadvertently  given  Zacocia  to  underftand  that  he  and  his 

Pi/co'       ^^  ^^^  Chrifiians,  and  by  that  untimely  difcovery,  exaf- 

tuershimto  pcratfd  that  zealous  Mojlem  into  a  quite  contrary  behaviour; 

he  a  Chri-  fo  that  from  that  very  moment  he  began  to  treat  him  and 

^aa ;       his  men  witch  the  utmoft  fpight  and  contempt,  and  to  lay  ' 

laysfundry  fchemes  to  deftroy  him  and  his  (hips.  One  of  the  pilots,  whom 

fcbemet      the  governor  had  brought  with  him,  perceiving  the  fudden 

ta  d^toy  change,  got  away,  and  was  h^ard  of  np  more  ;  whilft  fome 

mtjiut.    ^  ^g  Portugue/e,  endeavouring  to  go  on  ftiore  to  get  fome 

wood  and  water,  narrowly  efcaped  being  maflkcred  by  the 

people.    Camay  not  daring  to  ftay  longer  there,  fet  fail  (or 

^iloa,  but  was  driven  by  contrary  winds  to  another  ifland, 

where  he  fortunately  took  up  an  Arabian  and  his  fon  going 

to  Mecca ;  and  finding  him  to  be  expert  in  navigation,  re- 

folved  to  get  what  inftruftions  and  afliftance  he  could  from 

him,  for  completing  of  his  courfe  *. 

OamaV         He  then  made  a  fre(h  attempt  to  reach  ^iloa  ;  but  was, 

baffy    ,    whether  through  the  ignorance,  or  more  probably,  treaqhery, 

tfcape^to    of  the  Mozambic  pilot,  fteered  for  Monbazo,  which  he  made 

« Mc>n-        him  believe  was  inhabited  by  ChriftianSy  and  would  give  him 

fazo.        and  his  fick  men  all  neceffary  aififtance.     We  (hall  have  oc- 

cafion  to  fpeak  more  fully  of  that  city  and  kingdom  in  the 

fequcl ;  at  prefcnt,  we  fliall  only  fay,  that  Camay  whether 

'    «  OssoRio,  Ramus.  Navig.  vol  i.  edit.  3, 
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perfttaded  cJrneceffi rated  to  it,  complied  with  his  advice ;  bat 
had  hardly  caft  anchor^  when  he  fpied  a  galley,  with  about 
a  hundred  drilled  men,  rowing  towardB  hid  own  fhip,  and 
ttcprefling  a  ftrong  defife  to  come  on  board  of  it,  but  which 
he  abfolutcly  forbid.  Obferving  however  four  of  them,  who 
appeared  to  be  above  the  comimon  rank,  he  permitted  them 
to  come  on  board,  on  condition  they  left  their  arms  behind.  Jluns  a 
To  this  they  not  only  confcnted;  birt  highly  commended  «»^^ 
that  admiral  for  infifting  on  it ;  and  withal  told  him,  that^f|^«'^ 
their  king,  biiing  agreeably  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  ''^* 
Portuguefe^  was  defiroui  of  entring  into  a  friendly  alliance 
with  them;  and  accordingly  fent  deputies  to  treat  about  it-^^'i^'W/* 
ifl  his  name,  oil  the  following  day.    Thefe,  at  their  interview  ^^^^*  f^-* 
with  him,  forgot  not  one  topic  they  thought  would  induce^*-^^  ''* 
Coma  to  come  to  anchorage  at  their  harbour,  thk  his  ma*^ 
jefty  might  the  more  conveniently,  as  was  pretended,  treat- 
widithem  about  fettling  fuch  a  commerce  with  them,  aa 
Would  ptove  more  advantageous   to  them  than,  any  ,they . 
could  hope  for  from  India,  without  being  attended  witli  the 
like  te4ioir£fiefs  ai^  hazard.     Several  other  civilities  pafled. 
between  the  king  and  adiniral  equally  inviting  ;  and  fuch 
ampfe  promifes  froiA  the  former  to  the  latter,  as  began  to^ 
etcite  thl^  fufpicloris  of  our  j^lous  P^r^wgc^,  that  all  was5*i^/V/W 
mere  diffiftiulation,   and  a  heUiih  plot  againft-  them.     WhatV  iheir 

,  oonfinncdhis  fear  was,  the  danger  which  bis  ihip  ran,  in'*^/  de/gmt. 
approaching  the  harbour,  of  being  driven  a^^ground  by  thd 
vfolence  of  the  waves  j  which  obliged  him-  to  furl  her* falls,* 
and  to  Atop  her  anchor,  and  to  order  his  6ther  ihips  to  do 
the  fame:    at  fight  <rf  which,   his  two   Motambic  yiloxs 
jtimpcd  into  the  fea  and  fwam  away,   being  confcious  of  j^/^^//^^^ 
their  treachery  in  fleering  them  to  this  port.    Varna  calltAforfoke 
aloud  to  the  men  in  the  boats  to  bring  them  back,  but  in -^'iw* 

•  vam ;  f6r  the  king,  having  been  apprifed  erf  what  had  pafled 
at  M^zamhicOy  had  laid  his  fcheme  to  decoy  them  thither,  in  Difioven 
order  to  deftroy  them  and  their  fliips''.     Finding  therefore  thetreach* 
his  plot  defeated,  he  fent  fome  boats  out  in  the  night  to  cut  ^^y  {^^^ 
their  cables  ;  but  thefe  were  likewife  prevented  from  their  ??*'*^  ^ 
dcfign  by  the  vigilance  of  the  admiral;  fo  that  he  was  enabled  '^' 

,  to  get  clear  of  that  bay  in  about  two  days  after,  and  to 
ftecr  his  courfe  to  the  port  of  Melinda,  where  he  met  with  Sai/s  t$ 
a  much  kinder  reception  from  the  king,  as  we  ftiall  fee  pre-  Mdiwda. 
fently ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a  fair  opportunity  of  being  re^ 
venged  on  that  of  Mombazo,  by  the  timely  affiftance  he 

y  OssoR.  ub.  fub.  Raus.  Marmol,  lib.  ix,  ub.  fub.  Jar- 
wc,  Barbosa,  &  al.  ih.  * 
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gave  that  of  Melinda  agaiaft  him.  And  here  we  mufl  ob- 
ierve  that  thefe  two  kingdoms  were  often  at  war  with  each 
other;  that  of  Afif /i/tia  bred  the  beft  and  ftouteft  foldiers; 
that  of  ^iha,  to  which  .  Mombazo  was  then  fubjeft,  had 
the  largeft  dominions^  and  probably  a  more  numerous  army, 
or  had  gained  fome  advantages  over  the  other.  And  hence  wc 
may  probably  account  for  the  kind  welcome  which  the  old 
Melindan  monarch  gave  at  this  junfture  to  the  Portuguefe 
admiral,  which  he  might  not  at  another  ;  that  nation  beiog 
by  this  lime  become  odious  and  dreadful  all  over  thefe  coafts, 
not  only  on  account  of  their  religion,  but  much  more  of 
their  fuperiority,  conquefts,  and  depredations. 

However  that  be,  Cama  having  fo  happily  efcaped  the 
fnares  of  the  Mombafan  governor,  and  gained  tlie  coaft  of 
Melinda^  call  anchor  at  fome  diflance  from  that  capital,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  fhelvcs  and  tempeftuoufnefs  of  that 
coaft,  but  out  of  miftruft  of  meedng  with  the  fame  treacher- 
ous treatment  here.  Having  conununicated  his  fear  to  the 
Meccan  Arab  whom  he  had  taki^n  on  boards  the  man,  m 
gratitude,  oiFered  to  go  on  ftiore,'and  found  the  king's  incli- 
nations, and  was  accordingly  lainded  on  aniflandoppoiite  to  the 
city,  from  which,he  went  thither  in  a  boat,  and  was  inunedi- 
■  ately  after  introduced  to  the  king.  The  account  he  gave  that 
movmchoU ^thQiPortuguefe^  and  of  their  motives  for  being 
fo  defirous  of  entering  into  a  friendly  alliance  with,  him, 
were  fo  advantageous,  and  fo  well  relifhed  by  the  good 
old  monarch,  who,  it  feems,  was  of  an  aflfable  difpofiti- 
©n,  and,  as  we  hinted  above,  might  then  ftand  in  need  of. 
their  Jielp,  that  hevdifoatcheda  pcrfon  to  welcome  them  in 
his  name,  and  to  prefent  them  with  flieep,  fruit,  and  other 
refrefliments.  The  admiral  on  his  fide,  having  made  him 
fuch  returns,'  as  convinced  him  of  his  politenefs  and  gene- 
rofity,  advanced  nearer  to  the  fhore,  whence  he  invited  the  /«• 
dian  Chrifiians  to  come  on  board ;  who  fcemed  fo  tranfported 
with  what  they  faw,  and  the  reception  he  gave  them,  that  they 
gratified  him  in  their  turn  with  feveral  ufcful  inftruftions,  and 
made  their  report  at  their  return  greatly  to  their  advantage; 
infomuch,  that  the  old  king  was  very  defirous  of  paying  the 
.  admiral  a  vHit  in  perfon  ;  but  his  age  and  infirmities  notper- 

^^*^^b  mittjng  it,  he  fent  his  fon  thither,  on  whom  he  had  de- 
the kings  volved  the  fupreme  authority,  attended  with  a  fplendid 
J^^*        ,  retinue  of  the  nobles  of  his  court*, 

»  0$80R,  Ramus.  Marmol,  &  al.  fup.  ck. 
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This  prince  came  magnificently  drefled,  and  the  gallqy 
iQ  which  he  was  rowed  rcfounded  with  the  mufic  of  variety 
ofwarlikeinftruments,  as  drums,  trumpets,  ifc,    Camay  on 
the  other  hand,  came  to  meet  him  in  a  long-  boat ;  which  the 
prince  had  no  fooner  reached,  than  he  jumped  into  it  and 
embraced  the  welcome  ftranger,  and  afterwards  converfed  ^''*'^*^''^'' 
with  him  with  as   much  freedom  and  familiarity  as  if  they/^^^* 
had  been  Intimate  friends.    His  behaviour  was  polite,  and  '^^*^" 
his  converfe  full  of  good  fenfe.     He  greatly  admired  his  new    ^^* 
gueft,  and  attentively  obferved  every  part  of  his  fhip,  and  ex- 
prefled  a  fingukr  regard  for  his  nation.     Gama\  at  the  fame 
time,  made  him  a  prefent  of  his  Saracen  prifoners,  which  were 
accepted  by  him  as  a  mark  of  high  regard.     The  prince  then 
invited  him  to  court,  and  to  pajr  a  vifif  to  the  king,  offering  j^^j^ 
to  leave  his  two  Tons  as  pledges  for  his  return.     But  Gama,  courted  U 
whether  out  of  mittruft  of  fomc  hidden  treachery,  or  fear  oigoonfion. 
exceeding  his  orders,  declined  the  invitation  in  the  civijeft 
maaner,  and  only  confented  to  kt  two  of  his  men  go  on  pecUnes 
Ihore,  at  his  earneft  requeft.     On  the  next  day  Gama  came'X»*^^^^' 
nearer  the  city  in  his.  long-boat,  to  take  a  fuller  view  of  it,  ''««^  w 
and  its  pleafant  fituation;  and  was  again  honoured,  with  a  vifit  ^''*^'    '^ 
from  the  prince,  who  brought  to  him  an  expert  pilot,  to 
affifthim  in  the  cpurfe  of  his  voyage  ;  and,  not  being  able 
to  prevail  upon  him  to  land,  obtained  a  folemn  promife  from 
him,  that,' at  his  return,  he  would  take  Melinda  in  his  way, 
and  receive  the  ambaffador  on  board,  which  his  father  v^ras 
d^firous  to  fend  to  the  king  his  mafler..    He  accordingly  .fet 
fail  on  the  224  of  ^/r//,  and  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  leav- 
ing the  Melindan  court  in  great  expectation  of  the  propofed 
'  alliance  with  that  pf  Portugal,  from  which. they  expe.fted  to 
reap  no  fmall  advantage,  as  well  Tro'm  their  afliJ(lan<;e  as  coni* 
merce.  "        .'   '     • 

How  the  Portugiiefe  admiral  performed  his  promife,  we 
fcall  fee  in  the  following  fcftion.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  not 
l>e  foreign  to  our  defign,  before^we  quit  this  country  oi  Me'^ 
linda,  to  fay  fomething  of  the  chief^rflands  which'  lie  along 
the  coaft  of  it, .  and  of  tlie  kingdoms  belonging  to  it ;  which 
ftr^  as  follow,  according  to  De  Lijle, 

I.  The  Iffe  of  Pate,  with  the 'kingdom  of  Jnibaja.        ,    j^^j  ^nJ 
,  2.  The  ifle  and  kingdom  of  Lama,  nientioned'a  liftle  kingdoms 
Tllgner,  ;  -  ,   .,',.\,/,       '  ;  ..  ,.„^  ontkeccafi 

3.  The  iflaiid  and  ^Xng&m  of  Mombajh,  then  tWrefidence  ^/Melin- 
of  the  king  qf  Melinda,  and  of  the  Portuguefe  governor  gf  that*  da. 
'coaft,  which  fhall  be  defcribed  in  the  next  feftiori, 

4»  The  ifl^nd  and  kingdom  of  Pemha. 

5.  The  ifland  and  kingdom  of  ^anziiar, 
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'  6.  The  Iflc  and  kingdom  of  ^nloa. 
Pate  Je-         I .  The  ifle  and  kingdom  of  Pate  take  their  name  from 
fcribed*      their  capital,  fituate'on  a  fmall  ifland,  at  the  mouth  of  a  com- 
X  modious  bay,  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Bayd  Tofmofa^  about 
one  degree  of  fouth  latitude;     It  is  a  large  town,  well  built 
and  peopled,  hath  a  good  convenient  port,  and  drives  a  great 
commerce  with  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  and  iflands,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  LamQy  Ampajay  Sian,  and  Chelichidy  which 
furround  it  at  a  fmall  diflance,  arid  have  likewife  their  names 
from   their  refpeftive  capitals,  none  of  them  confiderablc 
enough  to  require  a  farther  defcription  *.     The  king  of  Pj/f 
is  a  Mohammedan,  and  fo  are  moft  of  his  fubjefts,  tributary 
however  'to  the  Pqrtuguefe,  who  have  a  fort  in  it,  under 
frihtttary  ^j^^jj.  governor  of  thefe  coafls,  who  is  little  better  than  a  ty» 
$0  rorU*  j.jj^^  Q-y^^  them,  its  we  may  judge  by  what  we  lately  mention- 
^  ed  concerniQg  the  ftiameful  execution  pf  the  king  of  lam  ift 

his  capital.     Pate  has  another  town  and  port,  pamed  Mou^ 
dra,  but  which  was  fince  taken  and  rafed  by  Thomas  de  Soufa^ 
the  Portuguefe  admiral,  for  refufmg,  or,  perhaps,  only  n^lefti 
ing,  to  pay  the  ufual  tribute  K 
Kingdom     ■    2.  The   ifle  and  kingdom  of  X^ww  hath  been' already 
andcapi'    fpokenof  in  part ;  and  all  that  needs  be  added  is,  that  the  a- 
fal  ofLvL'  pital  of  its  name  hath  a  good  port,  ^nd  is  well  walled  and 
»Q-  fortified,   ."The  kii\g  and  government  being  Mohammedanty 

^re  often  affaulted  and  at  war  with  the  reft  of  the  inhabi« 
tants,  who  ar^  idolaters,  though  the  whole  ifland,  as  has  been 
glready  mentioned,  is  tributary  to  Poftugaly  like  the  reft  o^ 
this  fmall  archipelago  «: 

3.  The  kingdom  qi  Mombafo  will  be  the  fubjeft  of  the 

jiext  feftion. 

Kinzdom        4*  The  iile  and  kingdom  ofPfwitf  is  fituate  over-»againft 

•/Pcoiba,  ^^^  bay  of  iSt.  Raphael^  in  the  kingdom  of  Melinda.    Be  Up 

'  gives  it  4  deg.  50  nain.  latitude,  and  places  it  juft  over  againft 

the  city  of  Mombafd.  It  is  iihall  and  inconfiderable,  though  tha 

princes  of  it  aflume  the  title  of  kings  **,  like  thofe  of  Mont 

J^afo  and  MeHnda,  if  the  Portuguefe  governor,  under  whoffll 

they  live^  do  not  beftow  it  upon  them  either  through  favomi 

bribery;  or  for  the  grandewr  of  the  king  their  maSer.    Wc 

ihall  fe^,  in  the  foljowing  feftion,  a  ippre  pr^gn^pt  inftaucc  rf j 

this  prdTumption/ 

Jptngdm        S-  TiiE  ifle  arid  kingdom  of  Zanzibar  is  Kcewlfe  fituate 

j/'Zanzi-  pyer-ag^igft  th<*  hiiy  of  §t.  fta^hfl^  l)etWegi)  thpife  of  Pernio 


bar. 


*  Jarric,  lib.  iii.  c.  15.  Sanct,  lib.  xii.  On,  Barbos,  Da* 
yiTY,  Dapper,  &c.  ^  Papper,  &al.  ub.Aip,  c  Jj^rric, 
8  A 1^  5 0  5 ,  *  *I.  ub.  fupt     .  ^  Id."  ibidt 
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and  Mom^f  abgut  8  or  9  leag^e9  from  the  land  «.    It  hath 
been  tributary  to  Portugal  ever  fince  their  fleet  appeared  Tributary 
on  thiscoaft,  the  kiag  of  itfubmitting  to  pay  them  the  annual  to  Porta* 
weight  of  gold,  which  Sanvt  fays  amounts  to  i  oq  mitigals  of  gal. 
gold,  and  thirty  (heep^.     TWs  ifland  produces  plenty  of  ' 
rlce»  millet^  and  fugar -caae  ;  it  hath  w^o)«  #E>reft$  of  orange  Produce 
and  citron  trees,  the  latter  of  extraordinary  height,  and  moft  andcom* 
odoriferous  fmell ;  it  likewife  abounds  with  rivers  of  excel-  mera. 
lent  water,  and  drives  a  very  coniiderable  commerce  with  the 
adjacent  kingdoms ;  infomuch  that  R.  Vafco^  during'his  ihort 
cmiie  of  two  months  near  its  coafts,  took  no  lefs  than  four- 
teen veflels  from  thofe  iflanders,  richly  laden  with  variety  of 
merchandize,  and  mounting  feme  pieces  of  cannon.     There 

..  is  between  this  ifland  and  the  Terra  firma  a  channel,  or  rather 
iheight,  fo.  narrow,  that  no  fliip  can  pafs  it  without  being 
feen  by  both  fides  s. 

6.  The  other  iflands  of  ^irimba,  j4infia,  ^ni/a,  &c.  have  Otber 
little  elfe  worth  notice  except  that  they  breed  great  quantities  x/Iands. 
of  large  and  fmall  cattle,  befides  abounding  with  grain  and  y  a  u  a 
fruits  like  thofe  already  mentioned ;  all  which,  except  what  is  ^-^  dt 
confumed  among  them,  is  conveyed  to  the  inhabitants  di^\^ 
Terra Jimuiy  within  the  African  coaft,  ^nd  a  great  advantage 
is  reaped  from  the  commerce.     That  of  ^irimba  abounds   -   .    - 
with  a  coarfer  kind  of  manna,  of  greyifli-red,  and  difficult  to  ^  ^^^ 
diflblve,  though,  in  other  refpefts,  equally,  purgative  with  the*^^^^ 
beft\  '  V 

1       The  inhabitants  are  weakly,  flegder,  and  meagre,  though 
great  feeders  ;  their  drefs  is  much  the^fame  with  that  of  the 
MelindanSy  both  males  and  females,  and  the  latter  are  equally 
fond  of  adorning  themfelves  with  gold  and  filvcr  chains,  brace-* . 
lets,  and  other  gaudy  trifles,  which,  with  the  cotton  fluffs, 
wherewith  they  cover  their  bodies  from  the  waift  downwards, 
they  have  from  Mombafo^  Meiinda,  and  other  parts  of  that 
coaft,  in  exchange  for  their  aice,  fugar,  fruits,  and  cajtle.  RJce ; 
The  men  in  general  give  themfdves  up  to  .agriculture  ^Lod/ruitsi 
commerce,  for  which  they  are  better  formed  than  fof  war. 
Their  trading  veflels  arefligh'tly  made,  and  the  timber  feften-  trading 
.  ed  together  by  ropes,  made  of  flags,  inftead,  of  nails,  ,a^dv«^/f* 
their  fails  are  made  of  mats.     Thofe  only  of  Zanzibar  ^q 
more  ftrongly  and  better  built,  and  liave  fame  cannon^  as 
they  commonly  carry  the  richeft.  merchandte  of  that  €^ ; 

«  Db  Lisle,         ,    ^  SuMfxrr,  lib.  xii.      ..    .« V5d,'RAMu». 
ubifup.  OssoEio,  DAViTy,&al.  ub.  fup.,  .  .  «»  TiitiJiii. 

-Gcn.Perf.  lib.  i.  c,  7.  ,i  .  ...  ^^ 
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whereas  the  greateft  part  of  the  reft  are  only  laden  with  rke, 
fruits,  ai^d  ?a|?Ies 

SECT,    II. 

^he  Hi/ifiry  rf  the  Kingdom  and  IJlands  of  Mombafo 
(ind  Qu\\o?L, 

JfianJs anil  VJlT 'E  join  here  thefe  two  iflands  together,  becaufe  they 
fiingdom  of  ^  Were  under  the  government  of  one  monarch,  when  the 
Momba-  Portuguefe  firft  failed  to  thefe  coafls  ;  and  though  fhey  hav? 
f<>«  been  fevered,  yet  the  manner  of  their  being  fq,  and  other 

circumftailces  relating  to  the  cataftrophe,  are  fa  linked  and 
interwoven,  as' we  (hall  fee  in  their  fubfequcnt  hiftory,  that  ' 
they  could  not  be  eafily  divided,  without  (Continual  repetitions  \ 
an  inconvenience  which  ought  by  all  means  to  be  avoided 
in  a  work  like  this.     We  have  already  obferved,  in  thelaft. 
feftion,  that  that  of  Mombafo  is  cqntiguous  to  that  pf  Melin- 
da\  and  onlyfeveredftomitby  the  Z  ebb  eon  ^lilm^nci,  a  river   , 
we  have  dcfcribed  in  its  proper  place  ',  on  the  north  fides.. 
Its  extent  towards  the  fouth  is  not  fo  unanimpufly  fixed  by 
Mxtetif  of  geographers,  fome  ftretchi'ng  its  coaft  no  farther  than  the 
hicoafi.    moijth  of  the  river  of  its  name,  where  the.ifland  and  city, 
which  give  that  name  to  the  reft,  are  fituate^ ;  whilft  others 
,  have  extended  it  as  far  as  xhtCape  del  GaJa,  in  the  loth  de- 
gree pf  fouth  latitude,  according  tp  De  Li/le  ;  but  in  this 
latter  fenfe  he  includes  likewife  that  of  ^iloa  with  it,  Jis 
being  otic^  bo^h  fubjeft  to  the  fame  monarch,    as  lately 
hinted  c. 
Jtsfitut^*  '     As  to  the  rfland  of  Mombafo^  it  is;  fituate  ui^der  the  4th 
tion,  degr.  5  min.  of  fouth  latitude,  in  a  convenient  bay,  made  hy 

thefivcr  above-mentioned,  and  is  reckoned  about  1 2  miles  in 
frodu^s.  circuit,  The  foil  Is  exceedingly  fruitful,  and  produces  rice, 
millet,  and  other  grain,  variety  of  fruit-trees,  apd  other  ve- 
getables and  efculents  ;  here  are'alfp  bred  vaft  quantities  pf 
icattlp,  and  variety  of  poultry  ;  and  the  ifland  abounds  with 
excellent  fpripgs  of  frelh  water,  The  climate  is  temperate, 
the  air  healthy,  whatever  the  Portuguefe  might  pretend  to 
the  contrary,  when  obligjed  to  abandon  the  city,  The  inha- 
bitants live  long,  and  at  their  eafe,  in  the  capital  efpecially, 
'Where  they  eryoy  great  plenty,  v^lth   tafte  J\nd  elegance, 

.:    .t'Dchls,  vW.  Maf?*;  lib.  vjli.  Pioafet.  lib.  vi.  8c  al.  Sani^t, 
.  ft  al.  lib.  fup,    *  Page  393;  &  feq.    »>  De  Lisle  Atlafi.     ^  Sa- 
^UT,M^RMO{,^  OssQRiQ,  Scjil^  K^uj^s,  6^di,  fii|>.  ^icat, 

•  '     '     '  '  ThW 
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Their  bread,  which  is  either  of  rice  or  millet,  is  made  into 
flat  cakes,  and  mixed  with  fugar,  herbs,  and  other  ingredi- 
ents, to  give  it  a  more  agreeable  tafte.  Their  drink  is  a  kind  Drii^i^ 
of  beer,  dther  made  of  rice,  honey,  or  fome  fort  of  frnits, 
which  are  here  excellent,  particularly  their  oranges,  (oaxt 
of  which  are  very  large,  aiid  of  cxquifite  tafte  and  flavour, 
even  to  the  very  rind,  which  might  be  eaten  with  pleafure. 
Thofe  liquors  they  chiefly  keep  in  veilels  of  different  forts  and 
fizes,  neatly  made  of  bullocks  horns,  as  being  lefs  apt  to 
break  or  burfl ;  and  of  the  fame  materials  are  their  drinking 
cups  and  other  houftiold  utenfils  made ;  that  commodity  be* 
ing  there  in  great  plenty,  as  are  alfo  the  artifts,  who 
work  it  with  great  fkill  and  neatnefs.  Their  cattle  arc 
alfo  well  fed  and  tailed,  their  pafture  being  in  great  plenty, 
and  well  watered ;  anS  fome  of  their  fheep  have  thofe  large 
tails,  frequently  mentioned  to  weigh  between  20  and  30 
pounds  ;  fo  that  there  is  plenty  of  every  neceffai^  of  life,  as 
well  as  qH  people,  whether  natives  or  ftrangers  who  refort  thi- 
ther for  commerce,  by  ail  whom  it  is  as  profufely  confum- 
edf.  - 

The  city  was  once  a  peninfula,  but  hath  been  fince  turned 
into  an  idand,  by  cutting  a  canal  through  the  iilhmus,  in 
inch  a  manner,  that  one  nook  of  it   covers  the  city,  fo 
that  it  is  not  feen  till  one  enters  the  port ''.     The  houfes  arc 
built  after  the  Italian  manner,  of  flone  cemented  with  mor-  f'*^ 
ler,  and  embellifhed  with  curious  paintings  and  other  orna-  *^^'^^' 
ments ;  the  flreets  flrait,  though  narrow ;  and  the  houfes 
contiguous,  and  terrafied  on  the  tops,  fo  that  one  may  walk 
upon  them  from  one  end  to  the  other,  without  interruption; 
of  which  we  take  notice,  becaufe  it  was  from  thence  that  the 
inhabitants  mofUy  annoyed  the  Portugu£fi,  when  they  made 
their  hoflile  entry  into  the  place,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  fe- 
quel.    The  city  is  defended  by  a  flout  citadel,  into  which  ru^j  r 
the  Partuguefe  afterwai:ds  retired,  when  they  could  hold  the       ,  ,  ' 
town  no  longer ;  they  were  afterwards  driven  out  of  this 
laft-  retreat,  as.  163 1,  by  an  Arabian  cheyk,  who  made  it  af- 
terwards the  place  <jf  his  refideiice,  aiid  Where  the  inhabitants 
of  Moxiibafoy  as  well  as  other  trading  merchants,  applied  to 
him  for  the  libetty  of  commerce  *, 

Before  the  town  is  formed  by  the  fea  a  mofl  commodious  Spacious 
bay,  which  opens  in  the  form  of  a  cockle-fhell,  into  which  hay  and 
the  trading  vclfcis  have  ^1  the  ikpth  and  -room  to  fait  and  qfjaneL 

t  Ramus.  Marm.  Sanut,  OssoR.  Davit.  5s  al.         **  M^ar- 
M»L,  ub.  fup.  hb.  X.  c.  2.  '  p  Marmol,  Davity,  Dap- 

^t%9  Ossein*  La  Croix,, &  al.ubrfup. 

tack 
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tack  about    that  they  can  wilh,  the  chanel  bdng   ^de 

cooi^h  for  the  largeft  of  them  to  eater  with  all  thdr  fails 

difplayed.  Within  this  inclofure,  on  the  farther  fide^is  adyke» 

iMT  caufeway,  built  c^  Aone,  which  runs  acrofs  the  chand* 

over  which  one  may  pafs  from  one  fide  to  the  other^  at  low 

water.     Belideft  the  chanel,  which  furroimds  the  town,  there 

are  feveral  other  navigable  ones,  which  mn  into  the  land ; 

that  which  the  city  chiefly  makes  nfe  of  hath  fcarcely  the 

breadth  of  a  bow-(bot  in  fome  places,  and  the  entrance  imo 

the  boy  is  defended  by  a  ftoot  bulwark,  which  the  inhaln- 

tants  raifed  foon  after  t.he  arrival  of  Fajfco  de  Gama  into  the 

bay,  an>  I497»  and  was  likely  to  have  been  deftroyed  with 

liis  Qe;et,  through  hts  over-confidence  in  venturing  into  it,  at 

the  invitation  of  the  governor,  as  hath  been  already  ob- 

ibnred  in  the  laA  fe£kioQ  ^.    So  tbat,*upon  the  whole,  this 

port  carries  on  as  great  a  commerce  with  the  iflands  and 

kiD^ioms  adjacent,  as  any  upon  this  coaft. 

Here  tsgreat  variety  of  inhabitants,  feme  black,  fome  whke, 
oBvc,  fwartby,  6r.  but  nioft  of  them  drefs  after  the  Arabian 
manner,  and  the  richer  fort  very  fumptuoufly,  chiefly  vrith* 
die  richeft  &\xSk  and  iilk,  whilft  gold  and  fUver  tiflhe,  and 
fuch  coftly  cloaths,  is  that  of  the  women*    The  furniture  of 
their  hoidfes  is  no  lefs  elegant,  /  confifting  in  rich  carpets, 
paintings,  hangings,  and  variety  of  utenfils  and  ornaments, , 
all  which  are  imported  from  Ctmbaya^   Perjia,  and  other 
f^0n(n^    countries*     The  people  are  faid  to  be  all  more  affable  and  A-  i 
iida^i'     vil  to  ftrangers  than  any  on  this  coaft,  though  coniifling  d  j 
AmfF.        fo  many  nations,  coipplexions,  and  religions,  as  Moharmmdans^  \ 
RgBgtam.  l^^^^^^s,  and  Chriftians*     They  were  fornierly  ail  Pagans, 
^     '  addifted  to  the  grofleft  fuperilitions  of  the  B^dowin  feft.  The 
Portuguefe  nude  a  fmall  number  of  converts  upon  their  fet- 
tling in  this  kingdom.     The  far  greater  part  afterwards  d-  i 
ther  returned  to  their  old  paganifm,  or  turned  Mohammedans^ 
after  the  example  of  one  of  their  jnonarchs,  who,  in  the  year 
1 63 1,  had  efpoufed  a Chriftian,  as  he  had  been  brought  op 
in  that  religion;  but.  then  falling  out  with  the  Portuguefs 
governor,  on  account  of  fome  injuflice  gr  oppreflion,  droK 
bim  out  o(  the  citadel,  maiTacred^all  that  fell  into  his  hands, 
.  and  turned  Mohammedan,  .in  order  to  be  protefted  by  the 
TurisK 
1mhis,0  ,    But  oFall  the  various  nations  which  have  fettled  them* 
kariarnts  f^Iveis  in  the  inb^nd  part  of  this  kingdom,  and  made  the  moft 

'See before, p.  aoj^&feq.^MARM.  lib.x.c.  a.       «  Jarhc* 
fib,  iii,  c.  13.  M4Ji4A«  O4  OR.  Ramus.  Dayity,  &  al.  nb.  fuj. 

terrible 
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terrible  figure  in  its  wars,  that  of  the  Imbis^  as  they  arc  called,  people^  ir« 
is  one  of  the  moft  fierce,  barbarous,  and  impious,  of  any  upou/^W. 
'  thefe  ooafts,  if  not  of  any  upon  the  whole  globe.    The  reader 
will  fee  in  die  margin  (B)  the  beft  account  we  can  find  con- 
cerning their  cxtraft  and  fpreading  themfelves  into  divers 
parts  of  Afric&y  in  prodigious  colonies.     They  have  been  fo 
powerful  formerly  in  this  kingdom,  that  their  monarchs 
conld  raife  and  lead  an  army  of  80,000  men  ipto  the  field. Z^V^ 
When  thefc  are  upon  the  point  of  engaging  the  enemy,  their-^^    *^' 
cuftom  is  to  caufe  whole  herds  of  cattle  to  march  at  the  head 
of  their  ranks.    Thefe  are  followed  by  a  number  of  men  who 
carry  fire  before  them;  a  dreadful  emblem  this,  fignifying  no 
Icfs,  than  that  all  who  are  made  prifoners  muft  expeft  to  be 
roafted   and  devoured  by  thofe  canibals.     After  thefe  fire- 
hearers  cdme  the  king's  life-guard,  armed  cap  il  pied,  and  he  in 
the  center ;  after  whom  follows  the  body  of  the  army.  Dread-  Cruelty  f9 
fnl  is  the  fate  of  thofe  who  fall  into  his  mercilefs  hands,  and  their  caf^ 
ihe  country  through  which  he  pafles^  where  every  man,  wo*  ti'vtu 


(B)  This  monlbroas  genera* 
tion  is  foppofed  to  be  the  curfed 
fjpawn  of  fome  of  thofe  barba- 
rotts  canibals  that  are  fettled  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Gi^; 
ofGwdHopt,  bdng,  like  them, 
tall  and  well  fet,  fierce  and^ 
warlike,  living  altogether  upon 
rapine  and  plunder,  and  feeding 
on  the  fiefliof  their  captives, 
and  even  of  their  own  kindred, 
difpatching  thofe  that  are  fick, 
in  ordf  r  to  fit  them  for  the 
&ambles.  Their  drink  is  chief- 
ly human  blood,  and  their 
drinking-vefifels  are  made  of 
mens  (kulls,  Theirweapons  are 
poifoned  arrows,  and  long  poles 
Wned  at  each  end  (4]. , 

X)»i9  kingdom  is  not  the  onl/ 
one  into  which  they  have  dif*, 
|>erfed  their  infernal  colonies  ; 
they  have  formerly  overrun  not. 
only  a  great  part  of  the  eaftern 
coaft  oi  Africa,  bat  liave  pene- 
trated *«ven  as  fyr-^zs'  JratiMy 
and  committed  the  moft  horrid 


ravages,  butcheries,  and  devaf- 
•tations,  in  fome  parts  of  it.  And 
though  they  were  either  hap* 
pily  deflroyed  or  driven  out, 
yet  wc  fhall  find  them  fwarm- 
ing  in  many  other  parts  ofJ/ri- 
ca,  though  under  other  names ; 
as  the  Ga/lasy  andJgans,  which 
infeA the  empire  ofJbiffimiittkc 
7^£g*fOr^7^ggos,in  the  kingdom 
of  Mitamba,  and  other  parts  of 
Jfric^  under  that  compound 
one  of  Jamhag9itas,  But  under 
whatever  names  we  chance  to 
meet  with  them  in  the  fequel, 
they  retain  their  aecurfed  cuf- 
toms,  and  are  juftly  looked  up- 
on as  a  moft  dreadful  fcourge 
from  heaven,  and  by  none  nu>re 
than  by  the  Abiffinians^  where 
they  .bav,e  fettled  themfelves  in 
feveral  frontier  provinces,  and 
from  thence  make  the  moft  hor- 
rid incurfions  into  others,  as  we 
fhall  (hew  iu  the  fequel  of  this 
hiftpry. 


U)  Jwriff  V>f[*  /W./i^.  ill.  C*  13.  P^rchatjtsiat,  lib.  tfit  r.  rS,  Davity^ 
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man,  and  bead,  ti;-c  alilce  doomed  to  the  moll  fliocking  and 
inhuman  death  and  deftruftion,  and  every  place  to  plunder, 
fire,  and  fword. 
Thesu  hellifh  monarchs  are,  by  their  diabolical  fubjefts, 
wwtarchs,  worfhipped  as  gods,  and  afllime  the  title  of  emperors  of  the 
whole  terreftrial,*  a3  the  Portugttefe  kings  do  over  the  aqueous 
.globe  ;  and  that  all  the ,  inhabitants  of  the  earth  ought  to 
iabmit  to  their  yoke,  and  obey  their  commands.  They  car- 
.  ry  their  impiety  ftill  farther,  even  againfl  theD^ity  itfelfj 
and  whenever  annoyed  either  by  rain  or  funfhine,  arrogandy 
bend  their  bow  againfl  heaven,  and,  in  revenge,  let  fly  their 
impotent  arrows  and  curfcs  againfl  the  fun  andfkies  b.  And 
fuch  is  the  terror  they  fpread  w](iere-ever  th^y  come,  that 
the  affrighted  inhabitants  chufe  to  abandon  their  native 
dwelling,  and  thtow  themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  either 
the  Turks  qr  Portuguqfe,  rather  than  run  the  rifle  of  encoun- 
termg  fuch  a  hofl  of  incarnate  furies. .  The  former  of  tlicfe 
TbeTvLxk^  have  indeed  been  ever  zealous  either  *  to  convert  them  to  Mo- 
ihiir  hammedifmy  or  to  extirpate  fuch  as  refiife  it ;  but  as  that 
grtatefi  vermm  is  naturally  of  an  unfettled  and  wandering  nature, 
all  they  could  do  was  only  to  drive'  them  farther  into  the 
inland  country,  where  themfelves  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
peneU'atc,  and  where  they  flill  occupy  vafl  regions  unmolefled, 
and  praftife  the  mofl  deteflable  ^d  bloody  cuftoms,.  even 
amoDgft  themfelves,  as  well  aS  cruel  ravages  and  butcheries 
in  their  excnrfionsf;  of  both  which  we  ftall  have  occafion  to 
give  fome  dreadful  inftanccs  in  the  fequeL  And  thus  much 
(hall  fuffice  at  prcfeftt  for  the  defcription  and  hiftory  of  this 
kingdom  of  Mombafo,  We  fliall  refume  the  latter  after  we 
have  gone  through  our  next  article,'  with  which  it  is  too 
clofety  connefted  ;iud  interwoven,  as  was^tely  hinted^  to  be 
fevered  from  it, 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E    11. 

The  Defcripticn  and  Hijloty  of  th,^  IJland  and  Kingdm 
fl/'Quiloa,  aL  Xiloa,  •      r 

TheijTf      'TpHlS  i'fland  is  fituatc,'  according  to  mofl  geographers, 
a»Jii»g'    .-*•■   near  or  upon  the  mouth  of  ih^  xxyei.Qfava^  ov  Cuabo 
and  ^{tfimajugo,  under   8   degr,  ..-{^o^.^nV^  of  \&^th^' laU- 

*  Dehis  vid.  Jarric  Thefaur.  Ind.  lib.  iii.  c.  ij.    PuncaAS 
Rtlat.  lib.  vii.  c.  z.  J  -3.  Ossorio,  lib.  i,  Davity.  DAFPtR, 

&  al.     *     . 

•  tudc* 


Theyare 
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tudci  (C)j  aud  was  firft  <fifcov€red  by  the  J^ortugu^fe,  a«.Qgiloa, 
1498.  It  hath  Us  name  from  its  capital,  a  large  opulent 
cky,  of  whkh  we  ihall  fay  more  in  the  fequel.  The  king- 
dom which  likewife  bears  its  name,  lieth  on  the  continent  over*  J^s  extent. 
againft  it,  and  extends  itfelf  about  200  miles  along  the 
coaft,  from  north  to  .fouth  (D) ;  but  how  far  towards  the 
weft,  or  inland)  is  not  known.  It  is  divided  from  the  ifland 
by  a  narrow  cbanel,  and  the  foil  of  both  fo  near  the  fame  for 
goodnefs  and  fertility,  that  they  arc  thought  to  have  been  for- 

'  FiTAu  Hift.  Conq.  ofthePortug.  torn.  i.  p.  11.  Davitv,  . 
LaCroix^&  al. 


[Q)  This  fo  us  feems  a  great 
iniilake  of  Father  JFV/«a,  and 
thofe  who  have  followed  him 
(1)1  the  mouth  of  the  Cuaho, 
according  to  the  lateft  difcove- 
ries,  lying  under  the  1 7th  and 
sot  the  8th  degr.  of  fouth  lad- 
^tade,  unlefs  we  will  fuppofe  two 
fivers  of  the  fame  name.  D  V»- 
nfiile  places  the  mouth  of  one. 


reduced  to  that,  only  one  of 
^i/oa,  which  is  reckoned  400 
•miles  from  that  of  Mo^ambUo.  ' 

Linfcbot  moreover  tells  us 
that,'  in  his  time,  the  ^m^ 
Imn  king  was  tributary  to  * 
the  emperor  of  Manoemugiy  and 
that  his  wh6le  kingdom  was 
confined  to  that  one  ifland :  if 
fo,  his  cafe  is  Hill  much  worfe. 


to  which  he  gives  the  name  of    having  been  probably  deprived 
Bfigy  near  the  town  of  ^7oa,    by  that  potent  prince,  of  his  in- 


which  bids  fair  to  be  that  on 
whkh  the  ifland  lies,  and  an- 
fwers  well  enough  to  the  8th 
degree  of  latitude  above-men^ 
tbned  (6). 

•  (D)  We  are  told,  however, 
(7)  that  the  king  of  ^i/oa 
was  mailer  of  a  great  number 
of  iflands,'  very  fruitful  and 
well  peoj^ed;  infomuch  that  his 
I  dominions  along  this  coait  are 
faid  to  have  extended  near  300 
leagues  in  length,  when  the 
?9rtuguefe  appeared  iirfl  in  thefe 
parts;  who  had  ndt  been  long 
acquainted  with  them  before 
they.ftripped  him  of  a  confide- 
ral^  number  of  them.  For  at 
that  time,  we  are  told,  that  he 
reigned  over  the  kingdoms  of 
Sfifalay  Quama^  Jngos^  atid  Mo* 
zambico(i),i  though  long  fince 


land  dominions,  as  he  hath 
been  of  all  his  other  iflands  on 
the  coafl ;  and^  with  t^is  dou«-  - 
ble  aggravation  to  his  misfor- 
tunes, his  being  become  tribu- 
tary to  the  one,  and  deprived 
by  the  other  of  a  confiderable 
branch  of  his  former  commerce 
with  th9  kingdom  of  Sofaht 
which  thofe  invaders  have  en* 
grofTed  to  themfelves  ;  fo  that 
at  prefent  there  are  but  few 
vefTels  that  go  from  the  one  to 
the  other,  and  the  trafHc  dwin-* 
died  to  little  or  nothing,  in 
comparifon  of  what  it  was  when 
the  ^iloan  monarchs  ufed  to 
fend  their  fleets  thither,  and 
bro,ught  thence  vafl  quantities 
of  gold,  amber,  and  other  va- 
luable commodities,  amounting 
to  an  immenfe  value.    . 


(5)  Fitffu  Con^uf/t.  des  Portwrais,  Davity,  Dapper,  Martiniere,  La  Croix,  & 
«/.  (6)  See  hn  map  of  Africa,  ( 7 )  yinctnt  Le  Blanc  fVorU  fur^eytd„ 

fart  ii.  c  4.  Oj/hr,  /.  i.  Dat^ity,  ^  aU        '    (8)  Od,  BarboJ,  Linfcbot,  Guitt,  c.  8. 
RnntJ,fubXti9a,(3al,plur, 

merly 


mmtrmng. 
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Inhabi'     meriy  contiguous.    The  king  and  his  fabjeds  are  Moham* 

umtt.        tnedans,  and  tKe  tatter  partly  black  and  partly  tawny.     They 

jjutguagi.  all  fpeak  the  Jrabk  and  feveral  other  languages,  which  they 

karn  from  the  nations  they  traffic  with.     Their  drefs  is  that 

of  the  //roBian  Turks,  and  much  the  fame  with  that  of,  Mom^ 

ia/Of  lately  defcribed ;  neither  do  they  come  behind-hand  wi^ 

p.  ^     them  either  in  the'finery  and  richnefs  of  it,  or  In  the  elegance 

M^nzMMt  ®f  living,  as  they  enjoy  the  fame  plenty  of  all  necef&ries  here 

irefsf       ^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^  >  *^^  women  efpecially  zUkCk  to  go  fine  and 

gay,  and  with  variety  of  ornaments  about  their  necks,  arms, 

wrifts,  and  ankles ;  one  fort  in  particular ;  viz.  bracelets, 

made  of  ivory,  curioufly  wrought,  which,  upon  the  death 

Manner  of  oi  2i  parent,  hufband,  or  near  relation,  thejr  break  in  pieces, 

in  token  of  forrow  ;  whilft  the  men  cxprefs  theirs  by  (having 

their  hair,  and  abftinence  from  food  '. 

We  cannot  give  any  certain  dimenfions  oi  this  ifland,  but 
have  a  niuch  better  account  of  its  metropolis,  which  is  large, 
rich,  and  well  built.  The  houfes  are  of  ftone  and  morter, 
handfome,  and  after  the  Spanijb  manner.  They  are  feveral 
ftorics  high,  and  have  each  a  pleafant  garden  behind,  well 
watered  and  cultivated,  here  being  plenty  of  fprings  of  freflt 
water  ;  though  that  which  they, are  forced  to  draw  in  fome 
parts  of  the 'ifland  is  not  near  fo  pleafant  or  wholefome, 
which  is  owing  to  the  lownefs  of  the  land  about  it.  The.' 
houfes  are  finely  furniftied  within,,  and  terrafled  on  the  top 
with  a  hard  kind  of  clay;  and  theftreets  fo  narrow,  like  thofc 
we  fpoke'  of  in  the  laft  article,  or,  indeed,,  of  moft  cities  oa 
this  coaft,  that  one  may  eafily  go  from  one  fide  to  the  other 
from  the  top.  On  one  fide  of  the  town  is  the  citadel,  where 
refides  the  Mohammedan  prince.  It  is  adorned  with  ftately 
towers,  and  furrounded  with  a  flat-bottom  ditch,  and  other 
fortifications.  It  hath  two  gates,  one  towards  the  port, 
whence  one  may  fee  the  fliips  failing  in  and  out ;  and  the 
other  looking  towards  the  wide  fea. 

The  country  about  j^z&j,  though  low,  is  yet  very  plea- 
fant, and  fertile  in  rice  and  millet,  fruits  and  good  pafiure;  fo 
that .  they  breed  abundance  of  cattle,  bdfides  poultry  of  all 
forts,  both  wild  and  tame.  They  have  fiih  likewife  in  great 
plenty,  and  very  good  ".  The  climate  is  likewife  affirmed 
by  moft  travellers  to  be  very  temparateand  healthy;  Sanuthe- 
ing  the  only  author  we  know  of  who  hath  ventured  to  aflert 
the  contrary  in  all  thefe  refpefts ;  though  this  was  probably 
done  to  cxcufe  the  Pgrtuguefe  abandoning  it  °. 

^Id.  ib.  OssoRio,  lib.  i.   Ramus.  &  al.  '  Vikc.  Li 

BiANC  Travels,  pt.  ii.c.  4.  "»  Marmol,Ossorio,  Dh- 

viTTi^  al«  lib.  flip.  *  Lib*  xii, 

W£ 
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We  read  <A  another  ^juloa  oa  the  coAtiaent,  whicli  toOM 
aiitlxM^  will  have  to  b«  the  fame  with  the  Re^t^  of  Ptolemy^ 
becaufe  diftiogailhed  by  the  naoK  of  the  old  city  o.    it  was  Oty  ^4m 
built  about  100  years  ago,  by  the  celebrated  HaU^  the  icnkoE^'^* 
Hq/bein^  SoltsiU  of  ShiraZy  ix  Perfia^  who  afterwards  made  it 
his  refidence.    It  is  pao-ted  from  that  o&  the  iflaad  by  the 
tbf&cCuaho,  and  a  narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  oa  ^  fbuth  of 
which  it  Hands.     That  prince,  being  come  into  thefe  forts^ 
pi^ed  upon  that  fpot  to  build  and  fortify  it^  that  it  mi^t  j^^  ^^ 
be  a  kind  of  bulwark  a^nft  the  infults  of  the  Coffers  i  but  hnhtmrk, 
whatever  itjoiight  be  in  his  and  his  fucceflbr's  time,  it  isfince 
gone  to  decay,  and  is  now  but  an  ioconfiderable  plaoe^  aad  of 
no  great  commerce  abroad  ;  whereas  this  in  the  iflaad,  being 
cb^y  inhabited  by  rich  merchants,  who  traffic  with  the  OfuUmu 
neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  adjacent  iilands,  for  gold^  am- 
borgrife,  pearls,  mufk,  and  other  rich  commodities,  renders 
it  one  of  the  moft  opulent,  as  well  agreeable  cities  on  this 
coafl-P.     Their  trading  veffels  are  built  much  after  the  lamcTy,^ 
manner  as  thofe  oi  Mamhajb  ;  only  with  this  peculiarity,  ^^<veff<lu 
arc  told  4  that  they  are  laid  over,  inlide  and  outfide,  with  a 
duck  varnifh,  made  of  frankincenfe  inflead  of  pitch. 

It  b  time  now  to  come  to  the  hiftorical  part  of  thefe  two  T-^^/yji^^ 
kingdoms;   and,  that  we  may   proceed  in  fuch  order   ^o/qJ^^ 
to  avoid  all    iMsedlefs  repetitions,  and  yet   omit  nothing 
worth  our  reader's  notice,  we  fhall  begin  with  the  foundadoa 
of  the  old  city  and  kingdom  of  ^liha,  by  the  Perfian  prince 
'above-mentioned ;  that  b^ng  the  olde£l:tranfa£):ion  of  moment 
We  find  concerning  them.     Hojhein^  who  reigned  in  Sbiraz^ 
^  as  we  hinted  above,  left  feven  fons  behind  him  at  his  death ; 
•ne  of  whom,  named  Alt,  or  HaU,  being  born  of  an  JbiJJlnian  Hali,  tht 
Have,  and  finding  himfelf  defpifed  by  the  reft  of  his  brethren, /r^^^Mwi- 
refdved  to  leave  that  kingdom,  and  to  go  feek  his  fortune  i<fr,  ht^p 
dfewhere.    As  he  was  a  prince  of  great  prudence  as  well  as  '>  s^/^ 
courage,  he  quickly  made  choice  of  the  coafl  of  Zanguebar  Caffers. 
for  the  firft  uial^  it  being  known  to  be  a  rich  one,  on  account 
of  its  vaft  commerce,  as  well  as  of  the  gold  mines  on  the  con- 
dsent.     He  accordingly    embarked  at  Hormuz^   with  his 
finall  company  of  friends  and  other  adventurers,  in  two  vef- 
fcls,  and  arrived  foon  after  at  Magadoxa,   and  thence  pro- 
ceeded t6  Bravay  both  which  have  been  already  defcribed  in 
this  chapter  ' ;  but  finding  them  already  inhabited,  he  was 
obliged  to  proceed  farther,  and  in  queft  of  fome  fett^ement 

•Maffb,  Hift.  Ind.  lib.  i.  p  Marmol,  Ossor.  Sanut, 

Ramus.  Davitv,&  aL  fup.  citat.      %  Ossoaio,  ibid.      '  Page 
J83,i85,  &:ftq. 
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iRH^ert  he  might  be  fole  mafter.     He  came  at  length  to  the 
bay  of  ^liloa,  and  having  examined  the  advant^eous  fitua* 
ationof  thatpeninfula^  andconfultedin  what  manner  he  might' 
bed  fecure  himfelf  and  his  fmall  colony  agaiuft  the  attempts 
of  the  Caffersy  he  eafilv  obtained  leave  of  them,  by  means  of* 
fome  prefents,  to  fettle  and  fortify  himfelf  in  it  againft  the 
infults  of  the  Arabs ^  who  were  maAers  of  SongOy  Changa,  and 
other  iflands  in  that  neighbourhood.     It  was  not  long  before 
Onfuers    he  had  made  his  new  fettlement  fo  ftrong,  and  the  harbour  fo. 
/ome  oihtr^omctiicnt^  as  to  be  able  to  a^ttempt  the  reduftion  of  Monfd^\ 
iflands.      and  fome  other  adjacent  iflands,  by  the  affiftance  of  his  mar- 
JJfunus      tial  fon  ;  after  which  he  aflumed  the  title  of  king  of  ^iha, 
the  royal    j^d  gave  that  name  to  this  little  ftate. 
tide*  f}£S  firft  fucCefJbr   Hali^  furnamed  Bumalo,  reigned  40* 

years ;  and,  for  want  of  children,   left  the  kingdom  to  h^s 
'i.^^t^     nephew,  named  Hali  Bufoloquefe^  who  reigned  only  fourv 
bts  j^caf-  yg^j.g  ^^^  ^  jj^jf^  ^^^  ^ygg  fucceeded  by  his  fon  David.     ThiJ'i 
th"^'  ^^'^  ^^^  reigned  above  four  years  before  he  was  driven^ 

rvval  of  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  kingdom  by  the  king  of  Changa^  and  retired  t» 
tht^oxxxi' ^^^Vfi^y  which  was  one  of  the  founder's  firfl:  conquefts,^ 
guefc,  where  he  died.  The  king  oiChanga,  now  mafter  of  ^lUoa^ 
A,  D.  fent  one  of  his  nephews,  named  Halt  Boubucoquer,  to  be  go-i 
1500.  vernor  of  it.  He  was  two  years  after  expelled  by  the  inhabit 
tants,  who  fet  up  in  his  room  Hojhein  Sofyman^  who  wasnc* 
phew  to  David  the  late  difpoflelled  king,  and  reigned  fixtecn* 
years.  He  was  fucceeded  by  another  of  David's  nephew^ 
named  Hali  Bendavjd,  who,  after  a  long  reign  of  fixty  ycars^ 
left  the  kingdom  to  his  grandfon  of  the  fame  name.  Thif> 
feft  had  not  reigned  above  fix  years  before  his  fnbjeds  de^ 
throned  him  for  his  tyranny,  and  fet  up  his  brother  Hc^hm: 
Ben  David  on  the  throne,  who  reigned  twenty-four  years.  W 
was  fucceeded  by  Soleyman^  a  prince  of  the  fame  family,  who, 
after  a  two  years  reipn,  was  beheaded  by  order  of  his  fiibjefts/, 
Who  raifed  one  of  his  fons,  named  David^  to  the  throne^ 
Z)^t;/J  reigned  40  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Soley*, 
man  Hojhein^  a  warlike  prince,  who  fubdued  the  greateft  part 
of  the  coaft  of  Zangucbar^  and  feized  on  the  gold  mines  of 
Sofalay  and  of  the  iflands  of  Monjiay  Pemba^  and  Zanzibar, 
It  was  this  prince  who  firft  raifed  the  city  of  ^dloa  to  iti 
greateft  fplendor  and  opulence,  and  fortified  it  with  a  ftont 
citadel,  built  of  fquare  ftone,  flanked  it  with  towers,  and  fur- 
rounded  it  with  a  ditch.  He  built  alfo  fome  handfome  pa* 
laces,  and  other  ftately  fabricks  in  the  city,  where  moft  of 
the  btiildings  were  before  of  timber  only.  All  which  was 
completed  within  the  fpace  of  eighteen  years,  which  vras 
that  of  his  reign.     His  fon  and  fucceflbr  reigned  only  two 

years, 


j^s,  and  left  the  kingdom  to  his.  brother  TaluJ,VfiiO  eA* 
jpyed  it  but  one  year,  and  left  it  to  a  third  brother,  named 
£[a/ben,  who  reigned  25  years,  and  was  fuccefeded  by  a  fourth 
fcother,  named  Bonji  Soleyman;  who,  during,  the  10  years  o^ 
,Jms  reign,  proved  the  moff  fuccefsful  of  all  his  brethren,  and 
%as  moft  profpel-ous  In  all  his  entefprifes. 

AFtfek  his  death  the  crown  |ell  to  his  nephew  Halt  DaviJ^ 
who,  after  four  years  reign,  left  it  to  another  prince,  who  held 
t.14  yearsi  and  left  it  to  his  grandfon  Hajben,  This  prince 
roved  likewife  very  fuccefsful  during  the  1 8  years  of  his  reigii, 
nd  was  moreover  an  excellent  prince.  His  fon  Soleyman  reigned 
[4  years,  and  was  treacheroufly  murdered  as  he  was  coming 
)utof  the  mofk.  By  hii  death  the  crown  devolved  on  his 
ideft  fon  Hajben^  who  bfeing  then  at  Mecca^  his  brother  Da^ 
i^  took  the  reins  of  government,  and  held  them  tUl  his  re- 
urn,  which  wasr  not  till  two  years  after,  when  he  refigned 
l&em  to  him  again.  Hajben  reigned  24  years,  and  left  no 
file,  and,  after  his  death,  David  refumed  the  governnlent, 
iW  enjoyed  it  the  fame  number  of  years,  and  was  fucceeded 
jf  his  {on  Soleyman^  "Who  was  dethronea  by  his  uncle  Hnjhan^ 
pdays  after  his  coming  to  the  crownw  HaJbdrtdSsA  fix  years 
^  a  half  after,*  and  left  it  to  hii  nephew  7i/(f/i  brother 
i  the  depofed  i5o/<?ym^. 

TALUF  reigned  only  one  year,  and  after  hint  another  ifo- 
yman  reigned  two  years  and  four  months,  and  \^a8  dethroa- 
Iby  an  uncle  of.  his  name.  This  laft  reigned  I4  years  4 
«mths  and  26  days,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Hajban, 
HjO  reignedt  likewife  24  years,  and  left  the  throne  to  one  of 
B  brothers  named  Mahamad,  ^hoy^fter  nine  years^  was  fuc* 

Eed  by  his  fon  Soleyman,  who  reigned  22  years,  and  after 
his  uncle  IJhmael  Ben-Hajban  i4y«ars.  His  fucceflbr,who 
iras  prime  minifter,  and  railed  to  the  throne  by  the  people, 
Sad  not  reigned  ajbove  a  year  befof-je  they  depofed  him,  and 
lofe  ^n^^oi  the  royal  blood  named  Mahmud,  but  then  rcr 
iced  to  pctrcno^c  poverty;  and  whofc  reign,  proved  as  flxort- 
wed,  they  having  rai&d  the  old  minifter  Ba/ban  to  it,  whd 
untied  1  o  y^ars,^  and  afl^r  him  his  fon  Zayd  i  o  more^ 
•  ZATD  was  no  fooner  dead  than  the  pHm.e  mioifta:'  {eized 
the  throne,  and  ;helij  it  one  year.     Upon  "his  mounting 
he'had  fubftituted  in  hi$.  ptacebf 'prioierinimfter,  one  of  his. 
.,  >thcr8  named  Mahniud,\ff\o  had  three  irave  ians,'againft 
nrhom  he  coaceived  fuch  jealputy,  .{hat  be  remov^  thenj  as[ 
fer'as  he  cpui^/rgm/his  capital,,  und^  prec^cpe  oi  promot- 
li^.^)emj:5>}foine  govei'nmeiXt ;  one  of  whom^  hamed  Jufef^ 
Was  lord  of-  Stftda.     jfnuga,  who  came^  to  ereft  afprtrcft, 
ihere,  was^Wtt,  attd  the  people  cWe-^^i^//<fi4;liebrbther  6{ 
'  ifoD.  Hist.  Vol  XV.  D  d  the 
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the  late  king  Zayd^  for  their  "king.     He  rdgned  about  a  y^ 
and  a  half,  stnd  another  brother  of  his  aboot  as  loi^,;  afi^ 
whofe  death  the  prime  minlfter  attempted  to  raife  Hdjhan^  dd 
fon  of  the  hte  prime  mimfter  of  tlw  fame  name  to  the  throot 
but  va^  oppofed  by  the  people^  vrho  chofe  in  his  room,i 
prince  of  the  Toyalfamily,  named  Chombo,  but  who  wasoniii 
next  year  depofed;  and  Hafhan  again  raifed  to  the  thrcMtei 
Five  years  after  he  was  agam  depofed  in  favour  of  Btd 
or  Rrcuniy  the  fon  of  the  late  foltan  Mahmud,     Ibraim 
not  held  the  reins  above  two  years  before  he  was  depofed 
favour  of  his  nephew  Atfudail^  whofe  reign  prolog  ' 
«&ort,  Emir  Brabam,  the  prime  minifter,  declined  making) 
frelhtlcftion  of  a  king,  but  laid  claim  to  the  throne  as  "—^ 
the  fon  of  the  htcSol^man,znd  firft  coufin  to  yiffiidaU. 
ever,  tho'  Braham  was  then  mafter  of  the  metropofis, 
,  people  never  vouchfafed  to  give  him  the  royal  title,  but  c 
'that  of  governor.    And  what  helped  to  keep  him  up  agait 
them,  was  the  contefts  which  arofe  between  the  ^iioansu 
•the  /*or/i(g«^  admirals.     However  we  find  that  the  }^^ 
-above-menti6aed  haj^  left  a  fon  behind,  whom  he  had  by  a 
Abiffinian  flave,  who  reigned  afterwards  in  ^iloa^at  the  tlj 
""vsrhbn  the  kingdom  was  beconic  tributary  Co  that  of  Porti^ 
^  we ihall  fee  in  the  fequel  of  this  h'iftbfy.     We  hope,  mi 
mean  time,  our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  jto  haveA 
*fuch  a  long  feries  of  mduarchs  prefervcd,  and  tranfmittedf 
IIS,  through  fo  many  centuries,  though  little ,  more  can 
found  in  it  than  their  lineal  dcfdent  from  their  firft'fouri$ 
snd  the  length  of  their  reigns,  as  they  have  been  conveyeit 
tis  by  the  J^rican  hiftorian,  often  quoted  in  this  paftb£ 
\W)i-k»(E). 

•  iWAaMdL,:Hb.ix,  c.  J*.' 

(£)  It  is  plain  hiiwever,  by  Wkbmud  )ihfe<m,  on  wfaom.thH 
ikt  fliort i&ttch  wbidt  diat  ail-  ^e^fiiimaM^'wcHildi lnsn^ehefMf* 
tkor  hath comniiificaMd  to  i^,  *^  tkt'tCffiA  d%iiity,  tot  lAi 
tiritt'thdfe.^^^jhad-a^'very  te-  jgsteiTDdflydccliiisdipinfjifMl 
golar  method  of  preTervingltlieir  of  onp  t>f  tike  prinQct  of  ih^ 
jrecoxds ;  and-thac  the  lift  lubove-  royal  bloody  whom  he  Tecom* 
mentioned  is  only  a^  epitome  .  nuended  tx>  him,  to  which  if« 
of  what  was  more  full  vdepo-  iw^V  ifeadily  confented.  Andk 
.  ^tedinthem.    Welhallfindin    is  libt  improhable  lEhat  it.wat 

thefecine!  of  thii  hiftory  that,  '^pon^his  farprifing  occafioii' 
it  the  time  of  Ali9uU  th«  P^rm»  di«t  the  -  noble  -Jncon  prcfttiW 
fi^  adlJiiral*B  i«dttcitgithetity  -hihi  witH  this  extraa^the  it'^ 
oi^iUa  under  tribute,  cfaefe  J^Ainkidory^attd^a^alariiBtider- 
Was  a  perfon  in  it*  eminent  in  .fion.ef  mimardfas  rdiiriog  ti^ 
])OWer   ^nd  ,ka(n»i|i2«   MOned   ^paG«  ^<oi|r  hmltiM  yeaa>  if 

.    .  tot 


.  C  ;•        the  Kingdm  ^Qu\\<^  al  JCloa;  ^19 

It  is  now  time  to  return  to  our  hiilory  ©f  thp  Porfuguefif 
r-«xpbits  and  conqnefts  on  this  coaft^  efpedally  in  the  &ng- 
t  doms  of  Mombafo  and  MeSnda,  where  we  left  pff.   . 
[      The  reader  may  remember  that  their  admiral  Va/co  de  Gama  r/- 
^Cema,  left  the  king  of  Melinda^  in  pnrfuance  of  his  order,  turns  to 
^  ^With  a  fpecial  promife  of  taking  that  capital  in  his  way,  it  his  Melinda, 
[  return  for  Europe.    He  proved  as  good  as  his  word ;  and,  and  fails 
jlUQpng  other  vkluable  prefents,  fent  by  that  pridce  to  the  If^fneward 
JlSngof  Portugal,  Gama  took  with  him  his  ambaflador  to*^'^^^* 
'Hiat  court,  wio  was  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance  and^^  ^* 
ifiiendihip  between  them  ^  He  returned  again  on  the  follow-  ^*  jj 
ifiig  year,  well  fatisfied  vdth  his  reception  and  fuccefs  at     jIq^ 
l^t  court,  and  in  the  Portugue/e  fleet,  bound  for  India,  Csthrsl 
*OBunanded  by  t)on  Petro  Alvarez  de  Cahral,  confifting  oi  brings 
'•3  fliips  and   1500  men.    His  orders  were,  among  other  ^^ci /*/ 
%  to  try,  by  all  poffible  means,  to  obtain  of  the  Zamorin  Melindaa 
Jicut «,  a  permiffion  to  built  a  fortrefs  near  that  city,  by  «^4^-. 
ich  the  Portugue/e  might  be  fecure  from  the  mfults  of  ^* 
enemies  in  the  carrying  on  of  their  commerce  ;  and,  hi 
of  a  refiifal,  to  declare  him  an  enemy,  and  treat  him  as 
;  and  this  we  mention  by-the-bye,  to  fhew  what  me- 
l«  they  took  to  allure  or  frighten  erery  prince  or  ftate    - 
CO  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Portugal;  and  after  what 
d  and  deftruftive  manner  they  revenged  the  pretended  af- 
►nt  of  their  refufal,  not  only  on  them,  but  on  all  their  un- 
ipy  and  innocent  fubjefts,  and  all  this  under  the  fpecious 
of  religion,  of  which  we  (hall  quickly  give  fome  pregnant 
ces.     However,  what  at  prefent  moft  chiefly  concerns 
fubjeft,  is,  that  Cabral  was  further  ordered  to  take  Me* 
^tnda  in  his  way,  and  to  aflure  the  king,  in  his  mailer's  name, 
Wiat  his  ambafly  was  very  acceptable  to  him,  and  that  he 
ironld  omit  nothing  that  was  in  his  power  to  deferve  the 
efteem  and  friendllyp  of  fo  worthy  a  prince. 

We  fhall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  his  adventures  and  dif- 
iffiers,  which  will  be  bett  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  Portugal,  but 
1^^  only  wh^t  pafled  on  this  coaft  betweea  him  and  the 

.  »  Sup.  p.  401,  &  fcq.  fc  OsOr.  lib.  ii.  "  De  hoe^? 

I  fid.  fop.  voLix.p.  274. 

'  Mt  tile,  "wsy    archives   from  (as  6eiag  only  the  Ton  of  a 

;  nKieh  k  w^s  taken.    Accord*  ilave^  that  they  would  not  admit 

i^yMi^rtml  ^dds^  tiiat  Anctm  ofany  king  being  fet  overt  heip^, 

i^i^  JiuB    that    t}3e  people  unkfs  he  was  &fcended  from 

\  lgfi;iie^^,4ijff  leafed  wi^h  Ibraim  the  royal  family  (io)» 

(10)  Lih,  ix.  c.  38. 

D  d  2  feveral 
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feveral  kiiigddmd  he  flopped  at^  after  hi»  doubling  die  Ca^  tf 
Good  Hope, 
Jrri*uat        THE  iirft  place  he  touched  at  was  the  port  of  Mo/asnbicd, 
jf  Mo-     where  he  was  to  deliver  fome  prefcnts  and  a  letter  to  the  king 
lambico.  fjom  his  mailer.     But,  in  his  way,'  meeting  with  two  rich 
fhips,  lying  at  anchor  near  the  coaft,  whofe  mafters  no  fooner 
efpied  him  than  they  made  all  the  fail  they  could  to  efcape 
him,  he  quickly  came  up  to  them,  and  took  them ;  yet  fiad* 
ing  afterwards  that  they  belongjed  to  a  prince  related  to 
the  king  of  Melinda,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  reflore 
theni.  With  all  their  gold  and  other  valuables  they  had  brought  i 
from  Sofala. 

Having  performed  his   commilTion  at  Mofambico^  and 
provided  himfelf  with  a  pilot  for  J^f7(sa,  he  went  on  cqaftiog 
Extent  of  ^^  ^  bazW  diftance  from  the  fliore,  and  obfervii^  the  feverd . 
the  kim^s  fertile  iflands  which  lay  in  his  way,  and  were  either  fubjeft 
dominiom.  ^^  tributary  to  that  kingdom,  extending  in  length  about 
200  miles  '*.     Having  at  feagth  reached  3ie  port  of  ^uHoaf 
he  fent  a  meflage  to  the  king,  named  Ibr'aim,  or,  as  others 
MeJJage  to  write  it,  Brahantj  or  Jbraham,  acquaiating   him  that  he 
Braham*    brought  letters  frond  the  king  of  JPortugiJ,  by  which  he  would 
eafily  perceive  how  defirous  that  great  monarch  wieis  to  enteK 
into  an  alliance  with  him.    He  added,  that  he  hhnfelf  would 
have  been  proud  of  brining  theni  to  his  majefly,  were  it  not : 
inconfiftent  with  his  office,  and  the  orders  he  had  receive! 
not  to  leave  the  fleet  on  any  pretence,  begging  of  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  appoint  fome  place  upon  the  water,  where  he 
might  have  the  honour  of  conferring  with  him  about  It. 
HueMl       IB  R AIM  received    the   meflage  with  great  maris  of: 
^/wer  to  gratitude,  and  returned  the  following  anfwer  to  the  admiral; 
*'' .  That  he  would  chearfuUy  embrace  an  opportunity  of  entering 

Reeeptiou  into  an  alliance  of  friendfliip  with  a  prince  for  whom  he  had 
A/Quiloa,  conceived  the  greateft  efteem  ^  and  that  feeing  he  could  not 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Cabral  on  ftiore,  he  would  gjvc  j 
him  the  defired  meeting  on  the  water,  Jby  the  very  next  day.  s 
He  appeared  accordingly,  on  the  morrow,  with  his  veflels, 
Splenutd    adorned  in  the  richeft  manner,  and  attended  with  a  fplendid 
'*  ^'th^hr^  retinue,  clad  in  purple  embroidered  with  filver  and  gold,  and 
'^'      ^^*  armed  with  fwords  and  daggers,  the  handles  of  which  were 
.  fet  with  diamonds ;  the  water  refounding  with  the  mufic  o£ 
thdr  flutes  and  trumpets:;  whilft  the  Portuguefey  on  their 
part,  fainted  them  with  their  cannon,  and  other  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy  ;  and  Cabral,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  officers, 
who  accompanied  him  in  his  long-boat,  were  cloathed  in  the 

^  OsoR.  ub,  flip.  Ramus.  MarmoLi  &  a!,  fap.  citat 
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jnoft  elegant  manner.    As  foon  a^  diey  were  come  up  Txith 
the  Jung's  barge,  Cabral^  having  fainted  him  in  the  moil  re* 
ipeftful  manner^  prefented  him  with  the  letters  from  king 
Emanuely  written  in  Jrabic^  and  gave  him  the  other  particu- 
lars of  his  ambafiy  from  hiin,  all  which  were  received  with 
i^arks  of  the  highefl  fatisf;i^on  and  complacency ;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  Cabral  ihould,  on  the  following  day,  fend  a  pro- 
,  per  perfon  to  land  to  give  the  finifhing  hand  to  the  propofed 
treaty  of  alliance.    All  this  however  was  quaflied  before  the  jbraim 
lime  was  come,  by.  the  intervention  of  the  Arabian  Tn&cchzhtsinfiigated 
Df  that  city,  who  gave  the  king  fuch  an  odious  and  dreadful«^A/ff///^/ 
cbarafter  of  the  Portugu^/e,  and  their  religion,  with  theirPortu- 
fonquefts,  piracies,  tyrannies,  reftleflhefs,  and  cruelty,  where- g"cfc. 
fver  they  got  fiDOting,  that  he. was  at  onc^  deterred  not  only 
'from  pucftting  (he  negotiation,  but  from  ever  admitting  them 
to  ti:ade  in  his  dominions*  Aad  as  he  doubted  not  their  giving 
him  fome  fignal  marks  of  their  refentment  on  this  occafion, 
.he  ordered  the  garrifon  x?f  the  city  to  be  reinforced,  and  ^B^eah  off 
Other  hodile  preparations  that  arc  ufually  made  in  fea-port^//^ 
'towns,  when  an  enemy  is.  in  the  harbour.      Cabral  "w^tbem, 
fooTL  apprifed  of  all  this,  by  the  brother  of  the  king  of  M^lin- 
da,  then  at  ^iha^  and,  to  avoid  all  further  hoftilities  and  _ 
dangers,  fet  wil  immediately  for  that  kingdom,  where;  heS^^y™ 
•was  received  with  great  demonftraticMis  of  joy  bythcking,^^  ^fT/^ 
^ho  took  care  to  fend  him  an  immediate  fupply  of  provifion» jj Jj„i?r . 
imd  refre(hment5,fufficient  for  his. whole  fleet.  ' 

.  The  firft  thing  which.  Cabral  did,  after  his  arrival,  was  to 
jfend  the  Melindan  ambaflador,  whom  he  had  brought  back 
60m  Portugal,  on  fhore,  with  the  prefents  which  Etnarwel  fcnt 
M>  his  majefty.   The  good  old  king  was  fo  highly  plekfed,  that 
m  that  day  he  appeared  on  horfeback,  richly  drefled,  and 7j  h'ndfy 
pwent  to  the  fea-fide,  where  Cabral  and  his  officers  met  2XiAreceive4 
Ifilutedhiminthcufualform.  6^zir/z/,  though  earneftly  prefled^^A 
IP  make  a  longer  ftay,  civilly  declined  it;  and,  having  det 
jfivered  two  perfons  into  his  care^  who  were  fent  by  Emanuel 
to  penetrate  into  Jbiffinia,  took  his  leave,  and  purfu^  lus^tf/^/Sr 
courie  for  India,  in  which  we  iballibllQW  him  no  further  than^ndla. 
by  obferving  that  he  fell  foul  on  all  the  Arabian  (hips  thatt  came 
in  his  way,  in  revenge  of  the  difappointment  and  affront 
which  thofe  of  ^iloa  had  occafioned  tp  him.    However,  the 
Portuguefe  refentment  did  not  difplay  itfelf  till  the  arrival  of 
iheir  new  admiral  upon  this  coaft,  four^  years  after. 

This  was  the  fame  Don  France/eg  Jlmaed^  or  Airraid,  who  A.  B» 
was  befides  invefted  with  the  charaftcr  of  viceroy  o£  India  ^    ^5<^S' 
pnd  after  much  flow,  failii^  and  difficulty  in  doubling  the 
fo/O  fteered  hi^  CQUrfc  direftly  for  the  ifland  <rf  ^nha,  , 
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where  he  arrived  about  the  ^latter  end  of  fufy.  Thefirft 
thing  which  he  did,  upon  his  approaching  the  port,  was  ft) 
fend  a  formal  meflage  to  the  king  with  his  codiplimaits,  and 
notice  of  his  arrival,  which  that  prince,  however  (whether  out 
of  hatred  to  his  nation,  or  fear  of  his  refentment,  or,  as  the 
Portuguefe  hiftorian  words  it,  confcious  of  his  wickednefs, 
inftead  of  anfwering,  left  the  city  in  the  filence  of  the 
flight*. 

The  citirens,  finding  themfelves  Heferted  by  their  pufilla- 
nimous  king,  had  immediate  recourfe  to  the  brave  Mabrmd 
Ancon^  mentioned  in  the  laft  note;  and  begged  that  hewouM 
lead  them  againift  the  common  enemy,  promifing  to  abc^ 
him,  and  %ht  in  defence  of  their  lives  and  liberties ;  whiltt 
Almeida  having  waited  fcane  time  for  theking,  or  for  fomean- 
fwe^  to  his  meflage,  and  beginning  to  fufpeft  fonie  hoftile  dcfign, 
refolved  to  attack  the  city  in  fS-m,  and  ftaid  ti6  longer  thair 
till  the  tide  was  at  its  height,  which  then  commonly  comes  iip 
to  the  walls  of  it,  and  then  landed  five  huftdred  brilkfeliows, 
whom  he  divided  into  two  battalions  ;  the  one  of  200  meo, 
the  command  of  which  he  gave  to  his  fon  Laurence,  and 
headed  the  other  himfelf ;  at  the  fight  of  whom,  Ancon  and 
his  citizens  fled  alfo  out  of  the  town,  fo  that  the  Portfigugfe 
ThefoTta-'  entered  it  without  oppofition.     This  failed  not  to  alarm  that 
l^aefc  at'  fufpidous  general,  who,  now  dreading  fome  treacherous  d^ 
iaciitf      fign,  ordered  hSs  men  to  halt,  and  his  fon,  with  his  batalhw, 
amdentir    to  proceed  flowly,  and  with  great  circumfpeftion,  and,  on 
it  nvithut  no  acoDunt  to  fufler  them  to  break  their  ranks.    His  pre- 
0fp0fiti9M*  cautions,  however,  proved  needlefs,  feeing  the  few  that  wffc 
left  in  the  town  were  either  fnch  as  had  neither  courage  nbf 
ftrength  to  oppofe  him  ;  fo  that  he  ordered  it  to  be  plunder- 
ed oyt  of  hand,  and  the  fpoil  to  be  depofrted  in  a  large  houfe, 
wherje  he  diftributed  it  amongft  his  men,  referving  fof  him- 
felf one  finglcairrow. 

His"  next  care  was  to  fet  them  about  building  a  fort  m  i , 
proper  place,  near  the  (hore,  to  repel  the  enemy  in  cafe  of  j 
need ;  and,  wbilft  that  work  was  carrying,  on,  fent  a  meft^ , 
to  fetch  Mahfmud  Ancon  and  the  othet  citizens  to  him,  1^1 1 
upon  their  arrival,  threw  themfelvfes  on  their  ktiecs,  and  ini' 
ftered  his  mercy;  but  he  quickly  r^ifcdlyfwWw  up,  td6^ 
him  and  them  that  they  had  no  caiife  to  fear  any  thing  Wfttj 
him,  but  rather  to  be  thankful  to  be  dcRvcred  froto  the  nfilN  | 
pation  of  a  cruel  and  perfidfous  coward,  and  be  reftored  to 
,  their  liberty  under  the  aufpicious  i^eign,  and  by  the  fincular 
clemency,  of  king  Emanuel^  a  moft  powerful,  and  no  left  b^. 
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nev^eoti  pridce.  Hte  then  proceeded^  to  nBGftptmhte  the 
mady  mjaries  aiMl-  cruelties  diey  had  fuffoed-  under  their 
djidapdly  tyrant,  and  the^bleffings  they  might  pronife  tbeis^ 
fidves  under  the  protection  of  the  king  his  mafter ;  a$  a  j^oof 
cf  wi^chi  he  told  them,  he  Would  raifd  Maimudj^mcm  to  the 
royal  d^ity,  whofe  ^feftion,  fidelity;  andcoiidtiftv  they  had 
fii  loi^  and  often  experienced.  Thus  <Md  the  art^^i  acbniral 
ci^(&  the  now  fubdaed'  and  heai^tefa  ^bans  out  of  one 
fkvery  into  awerfe;  and,  to  conclude  the  fcene  with  th^ 
greater  (hew  of  fplendgr^  falutbd  htm- king  of  ^iha^  \j\  the 
dame  of  Emanuel  his  mafter,  and  pbieed  a  crowq  of  gold 
Upon  hi$  he^d  ;  impoiing,  at  tjie  fame  time,  an  annual  tri- 
bute upon  him,  which  he  obliged  him,  by  a  folemn  oatb»  to 
pay  ;  and  to  behave,  ip  all  other  rejpefte,  ^a  a  moft'&ithfiir 
vaflal  to  the  crawnoi Portugal (F). 

■  The  admiral,  having fuGCeefcdfo  far,  beiheld,  with  no  fmall 
pleafare,  the  remaindei^  of  the  people,  who  had  abandoned  the 
City,  flock  back  again  at  thenew^of  thdr  old  chkf  being  now 
become  their  king ;  as  w4i  ^  the  firft  oiariks  of  thdr  loyalty 
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(F)  It  wilt  not  be  ami^  to 
add  hece  from  M^rw»l  fome 
ether  ceremonies  atjcidnding  this 
jnoek  kind  of  coronation,  to 
fliew.our  £»d5^  readers  a  fpeqi- 
men  o{t\xfir9rtu^ue/e  addrefs  on 
Uiefe  and  the  like  occaiions.  It 
was  performed  on  a  ilage  rear- 
ed for  the  purpofe,  to  which  he 
made  the  liew  king  ride  in  great 
peiaip,nounte4  on  a  ftately  horlb, 
fichly  attired,  andattended  with 
the  acclamations  bt^h  of  tiie 
^loans  zndiForivgiiefe.  To  hi& 
other  royal  ornaments  he  added 
jV  fcaijet  furtQ^t,  lined  with 
Whi^  fatlin^and  with  gold  but- 
'  tons  ai^d  button-holes,  and  a 
raiy^l  mantle  of  the  fame* 

Ail  the  chief  men  of  the  dty 
were  ordered  to  be  prefent  at 
Ijs  in!bliation ;  and  the  aatmie 
*^  the  cerenioBy  eafily  dww- 
^iither  the  reft  of  the  peofxle. 
Silence  beiiig  commanded^  ^, 
herald  declaied  aloud  the  occa^ 
(pnpftiieir  meeting  i^  F$rUh 


gue/e^  which  was'iaterjweted  to 
them  in  Arabic,  The  purport 
pf  which  was,  that  Br  ham ^  or^ 
Jhraim^  baiting, /^r  bis  treafii^ 
able  mfdefn^mprs^  forfeittd  bis 
crimtn^  the  Iteutennnt'general  of 
the  kingofVoTtXkg2i\,  and  bis  of" 
Jicers  there,  prefent^  ba^ing^  by^ 
right  of  conquejiy  gained  the  pofi 
f^on  ofit^  didbefom^it,  in  tbi 
wune-oftb^  bmg  their  mafter^  jbt/m 
tf«/Mahmi|d  A^oon,  hath  as  m 
reward  of  bis  merit  and  fidelity^ 
together  wth  the  titl^  ofkitig  j  om 
condiHoH  that  be-all p,<;^  th^fame 
tribute  that  Braham  did  to  tbi 
ironun  ^Portugal. 

The  ceremony  being  ended« 
he  was  made  tocavalcadeitthro* 
the  city  in  the  fame  pompous 
manner,havingaflandard  borne 
Sefore  liim,  with  the  arms  of 
forttgal^  foUowed  by  all  thek 
trampets,  and  other  mti£cal'in*- 
ftrumems,  the  citizens  marching 
behind,  and  crymg,  hng  li*^ 
iti»^Mahmod; 
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to  thdr  new  lord  the  king  of  Portugal^  which  he  had  exaifl:e4 

from  them,  which  were  to  af&ft  his  mea  ia  the  compleatii:^  of 

the  fort  which  he  had  begun,  and,  tp  ftir  them  up  to  the  greatar 

difpatchy  ordered  his  tent  to  be  fet  up  at  the  foot  of  it.     He 

caufed  lUiewife  fome  8  or  lo  of  the  adjacent  houfes  to  be  de- 

moliflied  to  make  an  efplanade  between  the,  city  and  fort,  and 

AmL  ^^  ^^^  fea-fide  caufed  fome  outworks  to  be  made,  and  a  large 

^ie^een     ^'^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  round,  to  guard  the  place  on  that  fid<p,  as  wdl 

tbefmrt      ^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^     '^^^  ^•^^'  *^^  finilhed,  was  called  F/?rf 

mJdti.     ^^*  Janusp  the  patron  of  Spaih^  on  account  of  their  having 

entered  the  city  on  the  eve  of  his  feftival.     The  laft  thing  he 

did  was  to  appoint  a  governor,  and  to  leave  a  good^  garrlfon 

in  it,  together  with  a  couple  of  veflels  to  guard  the  coail ; 

eight  days  after  which  he  fleered  his  coprfe;  towards  Mom* 

bafo.  '  . 

Thus  far  our  two  authors  agree  as  to  the  promotion  and 

'    coronation  of  iJfaAmtti  ^£:ew ;  but  whilft.the  one  leaves 

him  in  the  quiet  and  cheartul  pofleflion  offals  ciew  kingdom, 

;i4aht.      till  he  wa«,  treacherofly  murdered  by  an  ungrateful  prince,  a 

mcd  tria-  friend  of  the  depofed  Braham^  whom  he  had  obliged,    in  a 

(heroujly    moft  lingular  manner,  and  afterwards  to  have  been  fucceed- 

murdered.  ed  |n  the  regal  dignity  by  his  own  fon  J" ;   the  other*  tells 

.     .  us,  that  th^t  brave  and  noble  prince,  far  from  being   fa- 

Afferent  ^gggj  ^i^  \^^  exaltation  to  that  dignity,  took  art  opportu* 

^S      nity,  before  Almeii^  departure,  to  diveft  himfelf  of  it  iji  fe- 

OTorio       ^^^  ^^  *  furviving  fon  of  the  late  king  Alfudaily  his  particular 

iriend,  by  an  aft  of  the  moft  unprecedented  gratitude  and 

Jfinwukr  ^y^^  ^  ^  ^oyal  family  ;  and  prevailed  upon  the  adnural 

is^am  of  ^<>  fcfid  for  the  young  prince,  and  to  fettle  the  crown  upon 

kiskf^by-  him,  which  was  readily  complied  >^th,  to  the  great  admira- 

rion  of  all  the  Portuguefe^  who  could  not  but  highly  applaud 

fuch  a  generous  deed  in  2Xi  Arabian  and  Mohammedan,  which, 

they  were  confcious,  none  of  them,  could  imitate. 

The  reader  will  fee,  in  a  few  words,  the  fubftance  of  the 
two  acjcounts,  as  they  are  differently  relajted  by  our  two  au- 
Ibors,  In  the  m^gin  (G){  whilft  we  r^ume  the  thread  of  our 

hiftoryi 
y  MAiiMOi«,ubifup.  *  Osoiiio,lib«iv, 

(C)  A^cordbg  to  Marmol^i  and  failors   at  their  p1eafure« 

accoant,  the  P^rtv^K^  were  be^  Among  others  they  took  one 

come  fo  powerful  and  infolent  coming  froin  the  iiland  of  Jtn' 

upon  that  coaft,  that  they  made  gfcba\  in  which  was  the  fon  of 

^   prodigious  number  of  rich  me  king'of  7i>^/^/V^iff^,  then  an 

captures,    under   pretence    of  inhabitant  of  ^'/^a,  whom  the 

f heir  carry  in  g  contraband  goods,  governor  of  th  e  new  fort  caufed 

ip^ing  priibn^rs  Qf  J(he  owners  to  b^  fei^  and  imprifooed,  un- 


ii&xxj.     Whether  it  -wvls^  Jlfudflits  fan,  whoih  oor  author  : 
doth  not  name,  or  Mahamed,  who  was  left  in  poAei&w  <fi: 
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der  pretence  that  his  father  was 
at  war  with  ihtPoriugue/f,  and  a 
relation  of  the  deppfibd  Braham, 
This,  continues  oiar  a'ot&or,  in- 
duced the  new  king,  who  had 
not  yet  made  any  alliance  with 
other  princes,  ancl  was  deiirous 
of  being  in  fHendfhip  with  hi$ 
neighbours,  to  take  this  oppor* 
tunity  of  laying  an  obligation 
on  that  prince,  bjf^  redeeming  his 
fon,  2ii  the  price  of  3000  pieces 
of  gold,  andeqoipping  him  fuit- 
abiy  to  his  rank,  and  fending 
him  back  to  his  father;  who  no 
iboner  heard  of  it,  than  he  dif- 
patched  a  zitdTenger  to  him  to 
thank  him  jfor  his  generofity, 
and  to -invite  hini  to  an  inter- 
view, to  confult  about  their  mu-^ 
tnal'kitereft;  adding,  that  he 
would  rhen  readily  reimburfe 
him  .what  he  had  laid  out  for 
his  fon.  1 

The  governor  tried  in  vain  to 
lliifiiade  Mahnmd  from,  the  in^ 
terview ;  alledging  that  the 
king,  being  an  enemy  to  the 
Tortugueje^  .^nd  a  relation  of 
Braham,  hp  ponld  expeft  no 
good  refult .  from  it.  Miibmufl 
was  deaf  to  his  advice,  and  yeii^, 
tared  himfelf  with  him  in  a 
veffel  attend^id  by  a  fmall  reti- 
nue \  and  fucb  as  ihould  carry 
the  face  •  of  confidence  and, 
fnendihip,  rather  than  fear  or. 
diftruft.  But  Jiis  ill-timed  cre- 
dulity coft  him  his  life,  being 
ftabbed  with  a  dagger,  as  he 
was  afleep,  by  the  perfidious  ' 
prince,  who  palliated  the  horrid 
deed  with  faying,,  that  he  owed 
more  to  his  own  kindred  than 
to-  him.  lor  the  fervice  he  had 
Received  him.  His  dea^  occa- 
^ned  great  contefls  in  ^tloa, 
^1  j)  Conftr*  R^MrmA^  lib,  ix.  c, 


which    were  however  quelled 
in  part  by  th^  eledlion  of  his^ 
fon  in  his  room.  Thus  far  Mar-  • 
M^rs  account:  •  •  ... 

That  of  the  bifhop  is  as  fol? 
lows.  Whep  M^i^mi/dcKmtw- 
pay  his  conaplimcnts.  to  Altmidi  . 
after  he  hzA  obtained  of  him 
the  releafe  of  the  Jraiian  pri- , 
foners,  he  proceeded  with  a 
frefti  requeft  to  this  purpofe  : 
"  There  having  been  a  ftrift 
"  friendihip  between  the  late* 
**  king  jifuclaily  whom  the 
**  tiaitor  Brat  am  murdered,' 
*^  and  myfelf,  and  it  being  |)0W 
"  out  of  my  power  to  refigtt  the 
"  kingdom  to  him,  Jmoftearr. 
**  neftly'  intre.at  you  to  let  m^ 
"  fend  for  his  fon,  and  thftt  y^vL- 
•*  will  pleaic  to  let  me  pour 
**  fer  it  upon  him.  I  ftiall  he^ 
**  ver  prefer  regal  power  or 
<*  wealth  to  my  duty  and  alle- 
**  giance ;  hot  that  I  think  my- 
*«  felf  or  my  fons  unworthy  of 
**  that  honour  i  yet,  as  the  en*- 
"  joying  ^t .  and  leaving  it  to 
"  them,  would  be  doing  the 
*•  higheft  injuftice  to  thbfe  of 
*•  the  late  king,  I  Ihould  thinl? 
**  I  deferve  to  be  branded  with 
"  cverlafting  infamy,  a;id  was 
f  intailing  the  greateil  guilt 
^^  and  difgrace  on  my  poftcri- 
*•  ty  ;  I  rather  chufe  to  leave 
•*  them  this  example  of  my  fi^ 
"  delity  and  honefty,  than  the 
"  rJQheft  patrimony,  or  the 
•*  moftopulentkingdom."This 
loyal  requeft  was  highly  admir- 
ed by  the  Fortuguefe^  efpecially 
by  the  admiral,  who  fent  out  of 
hand  for  Alfudair%  fon,  and  i»- 
vefled  him  with  the  regal  digni- 
ty, as  the  heir  apparent  to  th^ 
crown  (12). 
jj.  ^  Ofor.  lib,  iH.^amuJ,  ^  aL 
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the  fgiban  fitPdoe,  (thongh  the  latter  feems  to  us  the  taolk 
probable,  becattfe  he  was  anally  flain^  feme  dffie  after,  bf 
TirecunduSf  a  fnend  of  Braham,  thpugh  not  fo  loon  after  hb 
JJiw  tu"   elevation),  it  is  certain  that  the /aoeof  aiTalrs  altered  qiiicklf 
wmittiu     after  Almeii%  departure,  aod  t^e^gpod  underllaQding.  that 
tb€  ctiy.     feemed  to  reign  between  the  Jrabj  and  Fortugutfe^  wa»  focai 
JCrvrEma-  ^tkrned  into  diftrnft  and  refentment;  )bVD%Enuimid  giTiogdie 
nuel  tht    ^^  occafion^  by  depriving  the  ^ikansy  as  weU  as  the  ether 
thief  ctmjt  kingdoms  oh  that  coaft,  of  one  of  the  moft  arfrants^eoas 
ffihem.      braciches  of  their  commerce ;  viz,  that  with  Safdhy  of  which 
he  was  how  become  mailer,   and  was  refolved  to  engrofs 
wholly  to  himfcif ;  for  this  proved  the  fource  of  fuch  fre- 
quent depredatbns,  or  rather  piracies,  under  the  fpecions 
pj^teace  of  fearching  for,  or  puuiflupg .  thofe  of  the  natives 
who  carried,  contraband  goods,  as  if.  the  Idng  of  Portugal 
had  been  really  what  the  chief  of  the  bnbis  called  him,' 
the  ibfohitc  fovcrieign  of  the  fea  *.    The  commerce,  both  on 
Cdfianerce  that  coaft  and  adjacent  iflands,  wSts  almoft  wholly  interrnpted, 
'  4afea  oB-  and  the  natives  qnite  impaverHhed  ;  whilfl:  the  Ptartugaefc 
firuBed*     gained  immenfc  riches  by  their  tyraphig  depredations. 

.'.At. length  fuch  heavy  and  repqat^d  complaints  caine from 

.  VtsXfent    all  thefe  parts  to  the  viceroy  of  uoa,  that  he^  iaw  it  ablblutely 

^^^H^^fi  neceiTary  to  fend  one  of  Ws  officers  naiae^  ^^^  thither,  \s^  pue 

tbi  Fortu-  ^  ^^^  fpeedy  endhe  could  to  thefe  diforders,  by  forbidcfiBg 

racier        all  thofe  dreadlol  pirades  on  thoone  band,  and  agoing  through 

^      '       all  the  trading  ports,  and'  inviting  th^  natives  to  relbme  their 

*  \vonted  commerce,  with  promifes  that  it  Ihould  be  free  for" 

the  future  from  aH  moleftation,  and  this  in  the' vicetoy^ 

name,  arid  that  df'the  king  of  Portugal.    This,  in  ibme  meai- 

fure,  revived  thefpirits  of  the  natives,  and  in  particular  of  the 

^iloans,  nxany  of  whoni  had  before  abandoned  that  city, 

and  gone  to  fettle  at  Mmntafo^  fUclinduy  Ziangwhof^   ^od 

other  parts,  and  returned  ag|aia  at  this  news,  thoisgh  a  tSU 

greater  number  ftaid  away. 

Nsnf)  dif'       All  this  while  the  city  of  jgwifo^i  was  ftrangely  <!&4del, 

jtnjions.      Braham  having  ftill  a  ftrong  party  in  it,  who  preferred  him, 

as  being  of  the  royal'  blood,  though  by  a  (lave,  \o  Mahmad  or 

his  fon,  who  were  of  iiean  extraftfen ;  but  the  governor 

and  his  Portuguefe^  and  as  many  of  the  Arabi  as  they  had 

drawn  into  their  intereft,ftuck  foclofe  to  the  new  made  kinft 

that  Braham  finding  he  could  gaih  nothing  againft  him  by 

open  force,  refolved   to  deftrc^  him  by  treachery ;  and,  to 

that  e^d,  hired  a  refolute  fellow  to .  aflaffinate  M^. .  Here 

again  bur  authors  differ  afrefli  ^  one  tellii^  u^  that  he  suflo^i 

#         «  Sec  before,  p,  4131^ 
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lus  blow,  and  only  gave  hlin  a  woutid  ili  the  arm,  which  did 
not  however  prove  dangerous,  though  fhe  alEflin  was  feized 
ind  put  to  death  ^.    Whereas  the  other  affirms,  that  he  aftu- 
ally  murdered  him,  and  that  his  fon,  named  Ha^  Hojbein^ 
whom  Almeid*^  governor  had  ralfcd  to  that  dignity,  was 
chofcn  in  his  room,  as  we  obferVed  in  the  laft  note  from  liim. 
Stit,  adds  the  fame  author,  this,  inftcad  of  quelling,  greatly, 
mcreafed  the  difcontent,  becaufe  he  immediatery  infilled  upoa 
wag^i^  War  againft  Braham,  as  (he  murderer  of  Bis  father; 
thdu^  in  other  refpefts  he  did  feveral  public  atb  to  gain 
their  favour;   fp  that  on  a  fuddeii  the  city  was  broke  out  in  2'?"^°* 
open  revolt,  upon  hiearing  that  he  had  ehgaged  Mano  Manfa,  ^^^£'' 
a  powerful  neighbouring  nrince,  to  ahack  ^ra^^im  by  land,  ^^^''"** 
vMlft  he,  unexpeftediy,.fell  upon  him  by  fea.   .  ^* 

This  revolt  did  ilot,  however,  divert  him  from  his  defign; 
on  the  contrary,  he  and  his  ally  fucceeded  fp  well  in  it,  that 
Braham  was  forced  to  flee,  whilfl:  they  ravaged  the  wtole 
country,  and  carried  away  prifoners  all  that  had  engaged  on  his 
fide.  Hagi  Hojbein  it  length  was  how  growtt  To  haughty  and 
itifolent,  as  to  ill  treat  the  kings  of  Melinda,  Zanguibar^  and 
ddier  Jta^an  princes ;  which  fo, highly  provoked  them,  that 
a  war  foon  enfued,  in  which  the  ^Ooans  loft  many  of  their 
citizens,  and  fufFered  fo  much,  in  othei:  refpefls,  from  thofe 
princes,  as  well  as  from  the  Caffers^  on.  his  account,  that  his 
very  name  was  become  fo  odious,  that  it  was  not  mentioned 
>rtthout  fome  execration.  At  length  both  the  citizens  and 
Arahian  chiefs  agreed  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  viceroy  of 
CoayXo  beg  that,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  thofe  deftruftivc 
feuds,  he  would  reftore  the  depofed  Braham  to  the  crown, 
or  beftow  it  on'  his  nephew  Nicanto^  for. whom  they  had  al- 
ready declared,  and  made  fome  attempts  to  raife  to  the  throne. 
The  viceroy  accordingly  fent  orders  fo  the  governor  o(  %4i/oa 
tb  reinftate  the  former  ;  but  the  governor,  not  daring  to  truft 
him  fo  far^  caufed  the  latter  to  be  crowned,  and  Hojhein  to  be 
depofed;  who,'not  brooking  his  difgrace,  retired  to  M?m^a- 
fii  ^vhere  he  died  fooh  after.  . 

TfiE  new  king  behaved,  during  the  two  firft  years  of  his 

reign,  like  a  wife  and  good, prince  ;  but  growing  afterwards  Nicantt^ 

Dtore  debauched  and  tyrannic,  became  as  odious  to  his  fub-  groiAjs 

je&s  is  he  .had  been  admired  by  them.     And,  to  complete  ^^ous. 

his  misfortune,  his  friend  the  governor's  time  being  expired, 

a  new  one  arrived,  who  proved  lefs  favourable  to  him  ;  whilft,  Braham,   ^ 

bn  the  other  hand,  Braham^  enraged  to  fee  him  preferred  be-  ^^^^/'^^ 

fbre  him,  declared  war  againft  him.     The  Chriftians  fufFered  3f ^'"-'^ 
•'  iMicanco. 

^  OsoRio^  &.  al.  fup.  citat.  nbl  fup,     . 

greatly 
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TBidh-if'  greatly  in  this  conteft,  and  many  of  them  were  flab  in  fight* 
tiansgnai  ing'agalnfl  him.  At  length  Braham  got  the  better,  and  made 
fuferers  his  entry  into  ^iha,  at  the  head  of  his  Caffers,  who  were 
commanded  by  his  brother  Mingo.  The  newgovern6r  and 
his  nephew  were  fpon  after  made  prifoners,  and  Nicanto  de- 
feated at  the  head  of  forty  Chriftians,  which  T«|ere  all  that 
were  then  able  to  take  up  arms,  and  performed  wonders  in 
that  encounter,  to  fliew  his  fidelity  to  the  Portuguefe.  In 
the  mean  time  there  arrived  an  order  to  the  governor  fiar  dc- 
molilhing  the  fortrefs,  (wherein  the  reafons  for  building  it 
were  difapproved)  and  he  and  his  garrifon  were  to  remove  ta 
the  ifland  of  Zocotora,  lately  taken  by  Triftran  de  Cugna,  The 
iemUJhei.  governor  had,  it  feems,  before  this  time,  depofed  Nicanto, 
-.,  .  and  fent  his  nephew  to  Braham  to  invite  him  to  refume  the 

f  'w-dered^^^^  dignity.  Nicanto  had  accordingly  retired  to  thejfleof 
/flZocoto-  ^^irimbo^  where  he  died  miferably  foon  after,  and  Braham 
came  and  took  poflefEon  of  the  ^iloan  crown  y  and  having 
by  his  late  depofition  and  difgrace  become  more  prudent,  go- 
verned the  ifland  peaceably  and  happily,  and  taught  his  chil- 
dren to  do  the  fame  after  bim  ;  that  is,  as  our  author  words 
it,  by  a  dofe  adherence  to  the  fervice  and  intereft  of  the 
king  of  Portugal,  and  an  expeditious  difpatqh  of  his  aflTairs  \ 
Thus  was  this  ifle  and  kingdom  happily  freed,  if .  not  fi-om 
a  flateof  fubjeftion  and  tribute,  yet  at  leaft  from  the  tyranny 
and  oppreffion  of  a  Portuguefe  governor  and  garrifon,  which 
were  a  conftant  nuifknce  to  the  natives  both  at  land  and 
fea.  ,.  . 

Jt  is  time  now.  to  follow  the.  Portuguefe  admiral  to  Mom^ 
hafo,  the  next  kingdom  on  which  he  made  a  new  and  more 


by  it. 
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Momba*  fuccefsful  attenjpt  than  his  predeceflbrs  had  done.     We  have 

fo.  already  obferved  that  the  capital  of  it  is  fituated  on  a  penin- 

fula,  made  fince  into  an  ifland  by  cutting  of  a  chanel  on  the 

land  fide*^.  It  lies  between  Melinda  on  the  uorth,  andj^i&aoo 

the  fouth,  and  pretty  near  at  the  fame  diftance  frooi  both.  As 

foon  as  the  admiral  came/Uear  it,  he  ordered  his  captain  to 

found  the  depth  of  the  flipre  all  the  way  ;  for  though  he  had 

JBs great  two  expert  Arabian  pilots,  who  aflured  him  that  there  was  a 

eaution.     fufficient  depth  of  water  for  him  to  come  dofely  to  it,  yet 

would  he  not  fo  far  confide  in  them  as  to  venture  nearer  till 

he  had  it  coi;ifirmed  by  him,  th^t  be  might  make  hi§  aj>^ 

proaches  accordingly. 


«  Marmol  Afric,  in  fin 
li^forc,  p.  408. 
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It  \vas  on  the  30th  day  of  Juguft  >vlien  he  anchpted  it 
view  of  the  city  with  elevea  large  mips.  The  city  had  neither 
wails  nor  any  other. fortifications,  faving.two  old  towers  to- 
wards the  water-fide,  built  of  flone,  and  furrounded  Vith 
a  ditch,  and  an  old  bulwark  of  earth,  on  which  the  inhabit 
tants  badpknted  a  battery  of  feven  or  eight  cannon,  which 
titty  had  taken  out  of  a  Portuguefe  (hip  which  had  been 
yrecked  near  it.     With  thefe  they  immediately  began  to 
annoy  the  above*mentioned  captain  Gonzalo  Pavia,  as  he  was 
Sfounding  the  bay,  who  returned  their  fire  with  intereft  from 
his  larger  guns  ;  a  fliot  from  which  happening  to  light  on 
their  magazine  of  powder,  fet  it  oft  fire  ;  which  fo  terrified  One  0/ big 
the  garrifon,  that  they  abandoned  the  bulwark,  and  fled  into  ^^/'^'«' 
thecity.     By  the  next  morning,  Almeid  Was  come  up  clofe-^'"'.  ***" 
to.  the  place  with  his  whole  fleet,  which  he.  divided  into^^*"** 
two  fquadrons,  in  order  to  attack  it  in  two  different  parts, 
leaving  his  fon  Lawrence  v/iih  one  them  before  the  city,  whilft 
he  with  the  other  went  and  pofted  himfelf  behind  a  nook  of 
land,  whence  he  fent  two  armed  bal-ks  to  fail  round   the 
ifland,  and  pofted  two  df  his  fhips  at  proper  places,  to  hinder 
the  inhabitants  from  retiring  into  the  continent,  as  thofe  of 
^iioa  had  done.    The  two  barks  being  come  back,  brought 
with  them  a  Moor,  whom  they  had  taken,  and  who  acquaint- 
ed him  that  the  king  had  hired  i^oq  Caffers,  befides  his 
own  garrifon,  to  defend  the  city,  and  that  he  had  exprefsly 
forbid  thetti  all  to  go  out  of  the  city  under  pain  of  death. 

At  this  news  Jlmeid  thought  proper,  before  he  began  any  Sends  an 
hortilities,  to  difpatch  one  of  his  officers  to  the  king  with  a  officer  to 
meflage  of  peace,  andoffers  of  friendftiip  from  the  great  and  tf^^kingi 
potent  Emanuelf  with  large  proihifes  of  his  favour  and  pro- 
teftion,  and  a  copious  difplay  of  the  many  advantages  that 
would  accrue  to  him  and.his  kingdom  by  becoming  his  ally  and 
tributary  j  adding,  that  it  could  be  no  diflionour  to  the  king 
of  Mombafo  to  acknowledge  fuch  a  mighty  monarch  for  his 
fovereign^  feeing  fo  many  other  confideirable  princes,  both  in 
Africa  and  //2^w,  had  voluntarily  fubjefted  themfelvcs  to  his 
authprity.     He  concluded,  however,  after  the  ufual  mariner 
of  his  nation  oh  fuch  occafions,  with  telling  him/  that  if  he 
refufed  his  generous  off'^s,  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  compel 
him  to  it,  and  force  him  to  live  happy  under  the  dominion 
ofoneof  the  beft  of  princes.     The  meflenger  drew  near  ac-     ,    . 
cordingly,  attended  with  one  of  the  Arabian  pilots,  which  wA^^  ^'" 
they  had  brought  from  ^nha,  and  defired  to  be  admitted  to  ^/^^  ^^ 
the  king,  and  deliver  the  admiral's  peaceful  meflage  to  Kim ;  dain. 
but  the  inhabitants  bid  him  at  his  peril  to  attempt  to  land, 
and  threatened  to  tear  him  in  pieces,  if  he  did  not  immediately 

retire; 
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retirf ;  bidding  hita,  m  fcorn,  to  go  back  to  Us  (hips,  and 
let  bis  mafter  know,  that  he  had  not  now  to  do  with  the 
^  women  of  ^iha,  but  with  men  of  courage  and  valour,  as  he 

ibould  find  them  to  his  cotk,  if  he  attempted  to  enter  the 
.  port  With  his  fleet.  Almeida  provoked  at  hb  anfwer,  "was 
going  to  reply  to  it  with  the  fire  of  his  artiliery  ;  but,  upon 
cooler  thoughts,  was  willing  to  be  firft  informed  of  the  ftict^giSx 
of  the  place  by  better  hands  ;  and,  on  thkt  very  night,  order- 
ed a  couple  of  his  captains  to  go  on  fliore,  and  i^e  on 
ibmeof  the  iqhabjtants/from  whom,  by  fair  or  foul  ineans^ 
he  m^t  get  intelligience  of  the  king's  ftrength  and  design. 
They  accordingly  landed  with  great  filence;  and  brot^ht 
back  with  them,  foon  after,  a  jperfon  who  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  king's  donieftics  and  friends,  and  s^cquainted  lifffi, 
^,  that  the  king  his  mailer,  upqn  hearing  of  the  taking  of  j^'- 

JfriMPti     '<w>-bad,  bcfides  Ws  own  ju-my,  taken  into  his  fervicc  4000 
"^Tf^,        mercenaries,  ^nd  cxpefted  2000  more.    That  he  had  inore- 
Mvn,       .Qver>  a  large  magazine  of  arms,  and  was  provide^  with  ail 
cwfirmeJ    Other  necelTaries  for  a  brave  defence,  and  ws^s  able  to  rep^ 
hyfrefiin*  a  much  greater  $rmy  from  his  city  and  fortifications. 
ulligence.       AhmEID^  nothing  difcouraged  at  this  report,  refplved 
^be  fiegi    xo  attack  the  place  on  the  very  next  day,  which  was  the  1 5th 
e/^i/r^.      o{  Ji4g^fi^  and  the  feaft  of  the  Virgip  Mary's  afiumptioo; 
foivfdom   ^^  ordered  bis  foU,  with. feme  pf  \ns  officers,  to  land  \WtK 
aU  exjpeditiop,  to  fetfire  to  that  part  of  the  town  which  flood 
neareft  the  fliore,  and  deftroy  the  barricades,  W|th  which  they 
bad  flopped  up  the  entrance  of  the  fleet  on  that  fide  ;  but 
with  orders,  if  they  met  with  too  ftrong  an  opppfition^ 
P^art^4t  ^*^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^y  could.    His  commands 
fitonfre.  ^^^^^  executed  withfuch  fpced  and  fuccefs,  th^t  many  houfes 
were  all  on  a  blaze,  before  the  townfmen  could  make  any 
Qppofition,  the  admiral  having  ordered  a  confbmt  fire  pf  his 
Vbe  iit*      ^^*^^^y  ^P  ^  made,  to  cover  their  defcept.     They  at  length 
trih  of  the  c^lieftcd,  their  forces  xo  that  fide,  and  attacked  the  befiegers 
iniabi'^      with  great  bravery.    A  fierce  onfet  {oon  enfued,  in  which  70 
itatts.        <?f  the  garrifon  were  kiljed  upon  the  fpot,  and  but  two  on  the 
Portuguefe  fide,    . AU  this  while  the  fire  ^r Ad  with  fuch  fury 
and  devaftation,  that  the.  inhabitants  were  doubly  diArefli;d» 
bei^g  neceffitated  to  fight  jt^e  enemy,  and  cxtinguiih  the 
flames,  >yhich  thrqaXened  t^e  dcflruftipii  of  the  whole  city. 
And  fudi  was  tnc  violence  of,  the  heat,  that  the  Portuguefi^ 
npiooger  able  to  bear  ^t,  >vere  forced  to  redre  to  their' 

Almeid         ^^  ^  ^•^^  mornijtig,  before  break  of  d?y,  thi  fire  OSll 

lamds^  and  giving  fufiicient  light  to  enter  the  town,  the  admiral,  as  had' 

been  agreed,  eafily  gained  the  height  of  the  jTea-cbaft,   at- 

-teokM 


tended  with  hU  men^  and  made  towards  the  royal  pf^bce,  M«i«r  /» 
without  meeting  with  any  oppofition';  but  fufpefting  there  tifefaiau. 
might  be  fonie  ambufti,  forbore  beginning  the  attajck  dll  it 
was  broad  dayjjght  5  when  finding  the  ftreets  clear  and  de-. 
fcncelefs,  he  ventured  through  them  in  his  way  to  the  palace ; 
yitiMi  his  fon  Lawrence  headed  his  men  againft  another  quarter 
of  die  town,  as  there  was  no  wall  about  It  to  obftruft  their 
entrance.    Thefe,  however,  met  vntYi  no  fmall  oppofition 
when  they  came  into  the  ftreets  and  lanes,  which  they  found  ^,  p 
£>  narrow  and  crouded  by  the  inhabitants,  that  it  was  with  I^^S**^* 
the  utihoft  difficiilty  and  danger  that  they  could  force  their  ^^J^ 
pa(&ge  through  voUies  of  ftones  and  darts,  which  were  ihot  danger* 
at.them  from  the  windows  and  tops  of  the  houfes,  and  ob- 
ftrufted  their  purfuit  of  thofc  who  annoyed  them  in  front, 
ajfter  they  had  force^.th^na  to  give  way.     This  at  length  ^^ 
enraged  them  to  fuch  a  d^ee,  diat  they  fet  about  burfting  ^T*yV^ 
open  the  doors,  and  forcing  their  way,  up  the  ftairs,  to  the  T^^//. 
top;  where,  with  incredible  fury,  they  quickly  cleared  the"^ 
row  of  thofe  annoyers,  by  throwing  fome  down  headlong, 
killing  others,  and  putdng  the  reft  to  flight,  the  houles  being 
all  contiguous,  and  the  roofs  a  continued  ffat  from  end  to  end, 
as  we  have  elfewhere  obferved  *•     JBu  t  even  then  the  inhabl* 
tants  foon  found  out  a  way  to  fpoil  that  deftruftive  expedient,  : 
i)y  demoliftung  here  and  thereia  houfe,  and  prevendng  the  ene- 
my's proceeding  further ;  by  which  ftratagem,  Lawrence^  who 
commanded  the  van,  and  Novio,  \^fho  headed  the  rear,  were 
lb  efFeftually. parted,,  that  they  could  no  longer  afTift  each 
other,  but  lay  expofed  again  to  the  ftones  and  darts  which 
were  diicharged  at  them  on  both  fides.    This  obliged  ti>em 
ro  have  recourfe  to  their  firft  expedient,  and  force  3ieir  jpafi' 
lage  into  xhi  roofs  of  other  houies ;  where,  leaping  from  one 
to  the  other,  they .re-uniied  ^galn,  ^i^ove  all  before  them,  and    \    .    . 
gotrid-of  all  oppofition  and  danger.      .  /      ,         ' 

During  the  dreadfiil  cqntcft  in  this  par}:  of  tjieclty,  ^la^y  . 
Ahnfiid'  tkni  his  men  had  been  as  cruelly  infefted  in  every  ^^ins  tke 
Ihroet  thrp^gh  which  they  were  to  pafs,  to, gain^ the  palace;  royal f^ 
the  pcppledifcharging  contiaiud  Ibowers  of  darts  and  ftones  lace^ 
from  the  windows  and  the  tops  of  ;thc' houfes.    But  he  had 
had  the  pr/^caudon  .to  prder  a  file  pf  mufqueteers  and  bow- 
inen  to  n^arch  jujft,  brforf  Jiipf  ^J^d  to.  maie. i  ^cpntinual  dif- 
char^e  pf ' their,  arms  j^^tinft  uie  windows  and  terraces ;  while  - 
he  did  the.'Ukf^a^initjthofe  Arabs yfho  pppofcd  himin  front; 
|)y  yrh.ichi^eftns'Utf}':^^^  aVJcngth  to'Ae.p*l2|c.c,  without 
My^catloTs*      T J  ',\ 

••«  »itt6efti«e,p.409.     ;  "    '  " 
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which  it        Thet  were  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  the  place  deftw 

ahandoned  tutc  of  guards  within  and  without ;  but  at  all  hazards  be- 

h  '^         gao  to  burft  open  the  gates,  and  to  crowd  into  it  with  great! 

^'•^'        .  eagernefsy  meeting  with  only  a  fc^'Jrabs  irt  their  way,  whom 

'  they  quickly  difpatched,  or  put  to  flight;  and,  without  any 

farther  oppofitioni    made    themfelves  mailers  of  it    Foi' 

.  whilft  they  were  breaking  into  it,  the  pufillanimous  king, had 

.  given  them  the  flip  through  a  back  gate,  with  his  wives  and 

'     family,  and  as  many  of  his  houfliold  as  could  follow  him,  and 

*  was  retired  into  a  neighbouring  wood  of  palm-trees,  where 
they  lay  concealed  for  a  while. 

Lorenzo        ^^  ^^^  mean  time  Don  Lorenzo^  being  apprifed  that  the 

marches     corps  of  refervc  was  in  danger,  marched  with  all  fpeed  to 

'  to  thefB*  .  their  relief;  add, -having  repulfedthe  Jrabs/}o\nGd  hisfocces 

/act.  NVith  them,  and  marched  direftly  to  the  palace,  which  he 

•  found  already  taken,  and  guarded  by  Pedro  Bermudio,  by 
.  [Jlfneid's  orders;  and  from  him  they  learned  the  particulars  of* 

their  forcing  into  the  caftle,  and  of  the  king's  flight.    This 
laft  news  was'no  foorter  fpread  thrdugh  the  city,  than  the 
•inhabitants  and  garrifon,.  who,  till  then,  had  behaved  with 
'great  valour  and  conduft,  in  defence  of  the  place,  began  to 
•  '    llacken  their,  courage,  and  to  think  of  their  own  fafety,  efpe* 
cially  after  they  found  the  PortugUefe  had  fet  up  their  ftan- 
dard  and  the  crpfs  on  the  Walls  of  the  palace^  and  burned ' 
*  fome  merchantf  veflels  that  lay  In  thfc  harbour ;  lb  that  a  ge- 
neral panic' had  already  difp^r&d  the  greateft  part,  and  the 
j-eft  lay  concealed  where  they  could  avoid  the. enemy's  re- 
ientment* 

Whilst  the  Portuguefe  hldXm  were  refreftiing  them- 
felves after  thieir  great  fatigue,  t  new  objeft  appeared  at  a 
The  king    diftaiice,  which  dret^  thef  attention  of  Jbruid.  It  wis  one  of 
fends  terms  the  Jrabsy  Who  had  followed  the  king  into  the  wood,  and 
cfaccom"    ^^is  now  come  out.with.k  white  flag  in  his  hand,  which  he 
modatiHfi  Waved  to  them,  as  irdefiring  a  parley.    Upon  whiclia  man 
was  irtimediately  fent  to  know  what  he  had  to  offer  j  who 
^nfwered,  that  the*  king  Would  engage  to  becotije  vaffal  and 
tributary  to  Portugdl,  on  conditicfn  the  city  was  exempt  from 
being  pluiidel-ed  ;  and  that  he  begged  to  have  an  interview 
with  him  about  it,  and  fome  hoftage  for  his  fecurityi    Jlmeid 
...        feemcd  at  firft  willing  to  l^nd  an  eaj:  to  the  propofalj  but  Would 
Teeaf^^  not  fertd  any  other  hoftage  thati  his  gauntlet,  sind  kfterwardi 
^^^'  ^  '     his  helmet*     But  thefe  i^ot  being  locked  ^tipon  as  fufficient 
pledges,  and'  the'  king  irot  appearing,  the  loldiers  began  to 
murmur  at  it,  fome  being  for  plundering  the  city  but  of  hadd, 
and  others  for  attaclcing  tlie  kiog  lA  }m  intrenchments.    But 
Jitneid,  thinking  this  laft  expedient  would  prove  too  danger- 
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^s>  and  dkficult,  as  the  wood  might  ferve  ehcim  for  aft  ad^* 
vantistgeous  fence  againfthim^  rejeded  it,  and  contented  him- 
felf  with  having  made  himfelf  matter  of  fo  conilderable  a 
place,  and  immediatbly  gaV^  it  up  to  be  plunderted^  and  TJ^  eitf 
diftributed  its  feveral  quarters  amongft  his  men.     The  fpoil  flundtred 
was  inconfideiabl6>  according  to  fome  Mirrlters,  the  inhabi-  andftt  w 
tants  having   timely  conveyed  away  their  moft  valuable  A'*    • 
efefts ;  though  others  vol!  have  it  to  have  been  fo  great 
that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  a  great  part  of  it  behind  ^ ; 
bat  all  agree  that  he  found  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and 
mgines  of  war.    '  The  number  of  the  (lain  was,  of  the  Mom*^ 
i^ans  1 50©,  and  of  the  Portuguefe  only  five,  one  of  whom| 
an  ancient  captain,  named  Ferdinand  DeciOt  died  of  a  wound 
in  his  foot  from  a  pqifoned  arrow. .   About  2000  were  made 
;  prifoners,  of  whom  Jlmeid  kept  200  of  the  moft  confi^et-able^ 
\  jind  fome  of  the  handfomeft  women;  and  releafed  the  reft. 
{ To  conclude  this  cataftr(q»he,.the  foldiers  had  no.  fooner  done 
glutting  their  avarice^  than  their  general  ordered  them  to  fet 
fire  to  the  city  at  three  different  quarters,  by  which  above 
Aree  parts  of  it  were  reduced  to  afties  ;  tho'  the  poor  re- 
minder of  It  helped  to  invite  its  forlorn  citizens  to  re-peo- 
]  k  and  re-build  it  by  degrees.    What  became  of  the  unfor* 
;  imate  king  we  are  not  told  ;  it  is  not  however  improbable 
]  liathe  went  and  put  himfelf  under  the  protedion  of  his  next 
'  neighbour  the  emperor  oi  Monoemugi,  to  whom  he  bec^une 
ivaflal  and  tributary  for  that  part  of  his  kingdom  which  lies 
'  te  the  continent,  whilft  the  city  andifland  of  Momia/oquick^ 
J  refumed  its  ancient  grandeur,  by  becoming  the  refidence 
1  if  the  hing  of  Melinda,  the  old  friend  and  ally,   as  well  as 
Paflal,  of  Portugal,  and  of  the  Portugue/e  governor  of  all  that 
I  X)aft.    As  for  Almeida  he  fet  fail  foon  after  for  Melinda^  in  Almeid'i 
'  >rder  to  fettle,  probably,  with  that  prince,  the  conditions  on  ^P^^^^^" 
,  rhichhe  was  to  become  pofleflor  of  Momba/o,  under  the  king 
]  lis  mafter  ;  but,  being  prevented  by  ^  ftorni,  was  obliged  to 
j  m  into  a  bay  about  three-leagues  Ihortof  it ;  whence  he 
bt  his  compliments  and  cxcufe  for  not  being  able  to  Wait 
fcpon  him  in  perfon,  with  the  prefents  fent  to  him  by  the 
fcourt  of  Portugal.    He  ilaid  no  longer  here*  than  till  he  had 
received  an  anfwer  to  his  meflage,  and  a  plentiful  fupply  of 
Jprovifions  from  that  monarch ;  after  which,  being  Joined  by 
Joaie  other  of  his  fhips,  he  fee  fail  again,  in  queft  of  fome 
■rich  Arabian  (hips,  which  he  was  apprifed,  by  good  intelli- 
gence, would  pafs  by  that  way,  in  lefs  than  a  month,  and 

y  ^  Conf.MARMot,  libiX.  c.  2.  Osoaio,  lib.  iv^.  Ramus.  8c  ah 
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£sdl  into  bis  haods  '^  he  kept  a  good  looH-PPC  i :'  b«t  wl^iUiec 
we  fliail  follow  bin  np  farther^ 

S  E  C  T*     III; 

The  Kingdom  o/'Mofambico* 

C AILING  ftill  farther  fouthward  on  the  fame  coaft,  Aid 
^  next  kingdom  of  any  note  (A)  is  that  calied  Mofamhm^  * 
from  its  capital  of  that  name,  fituate  pn  an  ifland  under  the 
1 6th  degreie  of  fouth  latitude,  and  is  the  chief  of  the  thred 
ifles  which  compofe  this  kingdom  ;  the  others  are  called  by 

«  OsoR.txbi  fup.  &c. 


(A)  We  (zy  of  note^  becatrfe  ~ 
it  would  cany  us  beyond  our 
bounds  to  defcribe  all  diofe  tbat 
lie  on  this  coaft,  concefning. 
which  we  know  but  few  parti, 
culars  beyond  their  names  and 
fituation,  worth  our  readers  no- 
tice. 

To  give  one  inftance  for  all, 
we  meet  with  two  fuch  king- 
doms or  ftates  between  that  of 
^'ha,  mentioned  in  the  laft 
fedion.  stnd  this  of  Mofambico ; 
*uiic.  Mongalo  and  Aaigos.  The 
former  i&  a  fmall  kingdom  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Cuama,  well 
peopled,  moftly  with  Arahs^ 
who  are  Mohammedans^  and 
drive  a  good  commerce  with 
that  of  Monomotafa^  in  gold, 
elephants  teeth,  g^ms,  &fr. 

The  other*  is  calkd  Angos^ 
from  its  capital,  and  by  the 
French  and  Italiain  Ji^9che  ai^d 
Angochia^  which  fignifies  an- 
guifh  ;  this  capital  is  fi>tuate  on 
another  branch  of  the  Quamay 
about  1 60  leagues  from  its  other 
mouth.  This  Kingdom  is  much 
fmaller  than  that  of  Mtntgalo^ 
which    is  faid  to  extenid  far 


weftward  into  liie  c^filanait;  j 
£oth  of  them  are  frnhfid,  pro-  ^ 
dunin^  abundance  of  rice  and 
miijety  and  breed^great  quanHti<i| 
of  cattle*.  The  inhabitants  of 
both  are  moftly  M9bammedam^ 
but  intermixed  with  Negroe^i 
who  are  Idolaters,  and  arc  re* 
markable  for 'the,  loWnefs  ol 
their  ftature.  They  go  nakeft 
from  the  middle  upwards  ;  dift 
reft  they  wrap  up  with  pieca 
of  ftlk  and/cotton»  wear  a  toxf 
ban*  or  go  barerheaded*  aixordt 
iag  to  tlieir  circamHaaces.  T 
are  4U  given  to  traffic,  < 
chiefly  with  the  kingdoms 
^i/oas  Mpmiq/b,  Melinda^  ai 
Monomotapay  and  in  much  th^ 
fame  fort  of  merchandizes. 

Thefe  are  all  the  particohut 
we  know  of  thefe  kingdoms^ 
andithat  only  with  relatioa  t9 
the  fe^-CQfft  ;  but  of  the  inland 
we  know  ftill  le^,  except  thai 
the  inhabitants  area  brutifh  ge«; 
neration^  who  go  fk^xk  naked^ 
and  live  chiefly  on  the  fleOi  A 
elephants  and  other  wild  beaAi 


(i)  I)£,hitvid.  04.  Mirhf.  uhi  fup,  Pigj(fti,.C*^o,  M,  ii.  r.  28,  Linfchat^ 

'  Quin,  c.  7,  U  BUnc*  pt^  ».  tf.  5.  Davity^  Oapptr^  La  C  §ix,  &  «/.  .,| 
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xiicPorttigutfeSt^  George  and  St.  Janus^  an4  all  thfce  lie  on 
the  mouth  of  the'  river  Magincata  or  Mfginf^ta^  between 
the  kingdom  of  ^iloa,  fpoken  of  iii  the  pr^cediag  feftioo, 
and  that  of  Sofala,  of  which  we  (ball  fpcak  in  the  n^t  \ 

The  celebrated  Va/co  de  Coma,  often  mentioned  in  this  |y^  ^r 
chapter,  was  the  bxHEuropean  we  know  of^  who  difcovered  covered^    « 
and  came,  to  an  anchor  near  it«  after  hi3  doubling  the  Cape  of  A.   D,   ^ 
1  goodHope ;  and  here  it  was  that  he  informed  himfelf  of  the  in-     1 497. 

l^itants  about  the  main  defign  of  his  voyage*  the  finding  out 
j  a  way  into  btdia  by  fea ;  and  about  the  ^people  who  lived  on 
\  this  coaft  :  and  here  it  was  that  he  was  apprifed  of  the 
\  vaft  CQmmerce  which  w^  carried  on  by  them  from  one  king-  • 
'   dom  and  fea-port  to  another,  and,  among  other  particulars, 
that  this  iiland,  which  they  told  him  was  fubjcft  to  the  then 
Idng  di  ^iha,  was  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  marts  on  all 
the  eaftem  coaft  ;  that  it  fent  fhips  into  Jrabia,  aQd  many    - 
other  parts  of  the  world,  and  was  reforted  to  by  merchants 
\  from  thence,  who  imported  great  variety  of  the  rioheft  com-; 
\.  modlties  in  great  quantities :  they  added,  that  he  had  pafTed 

(by  a  coaft  called  Scfala,  which  abounded  with  gold  mines^ 
and  ^was  likewife  a  phce  c^  great  commerce.     For  all  which. 
Informations  Gama  gratified  thefe  kind  JrcJfs  with  an  elegant 
f  coUatioB,  and  fomefmall  prefents. 

\      We  hdve  had  occafion  to  mention  the  kind  reception  whicl^  ^ 

,  lie  met  with  at  firft  from  the  brave  governor  Zacocia^  who     ^ 
I  &ppofi3d  them  to  be  Mohammedans  like  himfelf,  and  the 
•  greateft.part  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  repulfe  he  gave  him^    ■ 
;  upon  diedifcovery  of  his  being  a  Chriftian  f ;  which  ftiews  that 
,  the  ccmqueft  and  behaviour  of  the  Portuguefe  on  the  wefter» 
?  Goaft  had  by  that  tipie  reached  this,  and  had  already  render- 
\  ed  dieir  name  no  lefs  odious  than  dreaded  :  fo  that  it  was 
"  \jpth  great  ilifiicuity  that  the  admiral  efcaped  being  deftroyed 
1     by  thofe  zealous*  Mohanlniedans.    His  fucceflbrs  on  the  coaft 
>    pfoved  more  fortunate  in  a  fhort  time,  as  may  be  judged  by 
]  ^    lite  couiquefts  they  have  made  on  it,  and  particularly  on  this 
^  i  iOand  ;  upon  which,  having  artfully  obtained  leave  from  on.o 
j  '■   of  thofe  Arabian  cheiksto  build  a  fort,  which  might  be  afafe* 
<      guard  to  diem  both,  they  have  fince  made  themfelves  matters        . 
j '"  of  it',  ingroficd  the  whole  commerce,  and  made  that  port  one 

»   of  the  fecureft  harbours  toreftandrefrefti;  or,ifthewinds  and 
'  weather  do  not  favour,  even  to  winter  commodioufly  in,  in 
^    their  paflage  to  and  from  the  Eafi-Indies.     The  only  mif-  fhe  ijland 
fortune  is,  that  the  ifland  lying  low,  and  the  town  furrouncL  deftrib$d. 
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ed  with  marflies,  the  air  is  not  qpite  fo  healthy  as  could  be 

wilhed ;  but  ia  all  other  refpcfts  it  abounds  with  almoft 

CTcry  conveniency  for  life  and  plcafure,  and  with  moft  pro- 

duAs,  as  well  as  manufactures,  of  that  and  other  parts  of  the 

world. 

htnuantof    ^"^  labours  however  under  a  fcarcity  of  frefli  water,  having 

*wiiter,      ooJy  one  fpring  to  fupply  it;  which  rifes  among  fome  palm- 

•     *     trees  at  a  (mall  diftance  from  the  town,  but  which  is  quickly 

exhaufted  :  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  fetch  moft  of  it  from 

a  place  called  Cabbacero,  on  the  continent,  and  .to  preferveit 

in  large  earthen  jars.     They  have  likewife  very  large  ciftems 

to  receive  all  the  rain  water  they  can,  both  for  their  kitchen 

and  their  gardens. 

The  illand  of  Mo/ambicOy  though  the  largpft  of  the  three, 

is  neverthelefs  very  fmall,  not  being  above  two  bow-fhots  in 

breadth,  and  about  fix  in  length,  and  about  two  miles  from 

the  continent.     The  bay  is  about  three  miles  in  circuit,  fo 

that  the  points  of  land  on  each  fide  advance  into  the  fea.  The 

other  two  of  ^^.  George  and  St.  JameSy  lie  on  each  fide  of  it, 

facing  the  continent  in  a  direft  line  with  it.   Over-againft  that 

of  St,  George^  and  about  a  mile  from  it,  is  the  cape  called  by 

the  Portuguejfe  Cabo  Cetra^  which  is  a  fmall  peniirfuJa,  jcwned 

to  the  continent  by  a  fmall  neck  of  land,  which  is  covered 

with  the  fea  at  high,  but  is  fordableat  low  water.  There  arc 

fome  fmaller  iflands  between  that  and  the  head-land,  inhabited 

by  Mohammedans ^i  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  are  thofeof 

St.  Chriftophery  of  the  Holy  Ghqfty  MagliagUay  Comoro,  Anza" 

may  and  Majotta  **.     The  bay,  which  ferves  for  a  haven  both 

for  the  iflands  and  continent,  is  convenient  and  fafe,  feldom 

having  lefs  than  eight  or  ten  fathom  depth  of  water,  and 

that  fo  clear  that  one  may  fee  every  bank,  rock,  and  fluUow, 

and  may  fail  into  it  without  a  pilot.     To  make  the  town  of 

Mofainbkoy  one  muft  fail  between  thofe  of  St.  George  and  St. 

James  and  the  continent,  leaving  the  former  on  the  right, 

and  the  latter  on  the  left,  from  fouth  to  north  ;  by  this  rout 

'one  comes  fafcly  and  eafily  to  the  fort,  imd  the  fliips  lie  fliel- 

tered  from  every  wind  "=. 

The  city         1  HE  City  of  MofatnbicOy  according  to  the  Dutch  pilot  Ver- 

^fcrihed.   heoven's  journal,   is  very  handfome^  the  -houfes  well  built, 

efpecially  the  churches  and  convents,  and  the  fort  or  caftle 

Js  about  a  mufket-ihot  from  the  town.    Much  the  fame  de- 

fcription  of  it  is  given  by  captain  PaulCaerderiy  laft  quoted, 

who  adds,  that  the  convent  of  the  Dominicans  is  likewife  an 

*»  LiNSCHOT  Guin.  c.  8.  Moneth.  voyag.  &al.  «P., 
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hofpitai  for  the  fick  ;  and  ^reat  need  there  is  for  fuch  a 
place,  tonfideriog  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  and   the 
niunber  of  fliips  which  winter  there  in  bad  feafons,  befides 
thofe  which  pafs  to  and  from  the  Eaft*Indies.     The  fort  is 
likewffe  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  contrived  the  Portu- 
gttefe  have  on  this  coaft.     It  is  of  a  fquare  form,  and  each  ^hedtadel 
comer  is  flanked  by  a  bulwark,  with  fome  pieces  of  artillery,  ^'M^^^^x 
which  are  a  fuffident  fence  both  to  the  town  and  the  haven.         .  .  . 
It  is  furronnded  with  a  threefold  ramparl,  and  a  large  ditch, 
and  hath  flood  proof  againft  all  the  attempts  of  the  Dutch 
againft  it  <i. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  port  of  Mofambico  is,  as  it  were,  Tbeimf^r^ 
the  key  of  the  S^-Indies  to  the^  Portugue/e^  which,  if  oiice/«'''««f<«/' 
loft,  or  wrefted  from  them  by  zny  European  trading  nation,  |J  '*  '^^, 
they  would  hardly  be  able  to  carry  on  that  extenfive  com-     Ir^* 
mcrce,   it  being  almoft  impoifible  to  continue  their  voyage  ^ 
without  fuch  a  place  for  makhig  frefti  provifion  of  wa- 
ter, and  other  neceflaries,  for  refreshing  their  men,  or  even  to 
winter  in,  as  they  often  do,  though  againft  their  will,  when 
the  weai;her  will  not  permit  them  to  proceed.     To  all  this 
we- may  add,  that  it  is  alfo  of  great  importance  to  them,*  as  »  . 
^  it  is  now  become  a  means  to  keep  fo  many  kingdoms  in  awe, 
both  along  the  coaft  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  who  are  either 
thejx  allies,  or,  tributary  to  them  ;  and  fecures  to  them  the 
frpe,  if  not  th^  fole,  commerce  with  thofe  of  Sofala  and  Mq- 
nop^otaJHisy/henQt  they  export  fuch  quantities  of  gold  and  other 
.  rich  commodities.     We  need  not  therefore  wonder  at  the 
.  Dutch  having  made  fo  many  ftrenuous,  though  hitherto  fruit- 
lefsy  attempts  to  wreft  it  out  of  their  hands,  particularly  ann» 
1 606,  when  P^ul  Van  Caerden  their  admiral  laid  liege  to  it 
with  40  ftout  (hips ;  but,  after  thirty-two  days,  finding  all 
his  efforts  fruftrated,  was  glad  to  raife  it  again,  and  continue 
his  voyage  to  the  Indies  f* 

The  foil  of  the  ifland,  like  that  of  the  (bore,  is  nothing  Soi/an^ 
clfe  but  a  white  barren  fand  ;  yet  have  the  richer,  fort  found  produa. 
means  to  procure  an  artificial  one  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
ifland,  on  which  grow  very  fine  citrons,  oranges,  ananas,  figs, 
and  fuch-like  fruits,  notwithftanding  their  great  fcarcity  of 
water :  but  the  far  greater  part  of  their  ot.her  fruits,  pulfe, 
roots,  and  other  efculcnts,  are  brought  thither  from  the  con- 
tinent. , 

It  is  far  otherwlfe  at  land^  where  the  ground  is  fat  and 
fertile  in  rice,  millet,  variety  of  roots,  pulfe,  fruits,  and  plants. 

«•  P.  Van  Caerden^  Davity,  Le  Croix,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 
+  Paul  C.^s rpen's  voyage  into  India.  , 
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Among  others  of  this  laft  kind,  they  have  one  called  by  tke 
Poriugue/b  Pao  D'Antak^  antak  wood,  which  fpreadsitfelf  along 
the  ground  not  unRke  the  arijiolochum  hngumy  and  bear*  a 
grain  Dke  our  peafe,  but  fomfewtiat  ihore  IdftgJfc  and  frft, 
of  a  green  colour.  But  the  chief  virtue  lies  in  the  root,  %hich, 
'Jntak  dif-  as  they  fay,  is  d  fovereign  remedy  againft  thfe  diftemper  of 
teffiperand^Y^^XTi^Xat^  which  is  occafioneii  by  a  coo  great  familiarity  of 
rmedy.     .^^i^  Europeans  with  the  Negro  women  of  that  coufttfy ;  that 
Liquors,    heing  the  only  remedy  they  knbw  againft  it*.     They  make 
llkewife  feveral  pleafant  liquors  from  their  fruits;  hut  the 
moft  commop  among  them  is  made  of  millet,   and  called 
Huycmhf  or  Puembo  ^ 
'^tflU  Thet  likewife  breed  vaft  qtiantitics  of  cattle,  large  and 

heajis^  ,  frtfall,  particularly  (heep  with  large  tails,  often  mentioned  in 
A^A*^c*  this  and  other  volumes.  They  fwarm  with  wild  beaftsof 
various  kinds,  as  ftags  and  wild  boars,  but  efpecially  elephants, 
which  ai  e  fo  fierce  and  deftrufti^,-  that  the  inhabitants  are 
obliged'  to  kiadlc  large  fires  round  .their  foWii  fieidd,  to  pre- 
vent their  being  devouried  by  them.  "  "Neithie^  dare  theyffir 
■  far  froih  their  homes,  without  lighted  torches  or  firebrands 
In  their  hands,  to  frighten  theiti  jlway';  and  even  wifli  dicfe 
•  they  have  much  ado  to  fave  themfelvetf  from  being  deftroyed, 
cfpecially  by  thofe  of  t,he  female  kind,  which  have  yoong 
cn^s*  The  woods  are  likewife  filled  with  vWd  fowl  of  ail 
forts,  and  particularly  with  a  kind  of  wild  poultt^,  not  nn- 
like  our  common  fort,  excepting  that  they  are  as  large  as  onr 
turkiesj'fj^dtted  with  white  and  grey,  though  with  finjdfcr 
heads  io  proportion,  and  ftiort  combs,  but- dicker,  and  of  a 
more  vivid  red  than  ours.  Their  flefli  is  blaclc,  Birt-  delicions 
above  all  other  fowl,  as  their  hogs,  which  are  here  in  great 
abundance,  are  above  all  other  Befti;  infomuch  that  the  phy- 
fici^hs  not  only  permit  but  prefcribe  them  to  their' patients, 
when  they  forbid  them  all  other  kinds.  As  to  the  fowl  aboic- 
mentioned,  it  is  not  only  delicious  but  healthy ;  •  atid  feme  of 
^  them  eat  them  quite  raw  without  reluftance  ot  ihconveniencjr. 
The  only  defeft  it  hath  is  its  blacknefs,  which  is  fuch,  that 
when  boiled  it  turns  the  broth  of  the  fame  di&uftful  hot, 
not  unlike  ink ;  but  it  makes  ample  amends  for  itpn  its*exqm- 
flte  tafle  and  flavour,  as  well  as  by  this  wholfomc  nourifhinent 
which  it  yields  ^. 

The  country  hath  likewife .  rich  mines  of  gold,  which  « 
waflied  down  by  their  rivers  in  great  quantities,  and  n^gkes 

«  Idem.  ibid.  '  Texeira  geV.  de  Per/.  lib.  i.  d  6.  Da*  . 

viTv,  &al.fup.citat,  ^  Davity,  La  Croix,  Papp«i 

&alib.  citat« 

a  chief 
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SI  .chief  part  of  its  commerce.  Ivory,  ebony,  flaves,  and  cattle, 
are  lik^wifc  exchanged  for  European  goods;  fuch  as  little  bdls, 
luuves,  fciflars,  and  razors.    Thefe  laft  are  fo  valued  among 
t&em,  that  they  will  give  fifteen  cows  for  one  of  ihem  h.  They  The  means 
have  alfo  fome  mines  of  filver  and  other  metals,  but  the  inha-  madtufe  of 
bhants  make  no'  traffic  of  them ;  and  are  indeed  fo  miftruftful/^'/f  O'  ^«  . 
cf /hrangers^  that  they  care  not  to  have  any  dealings  .with  *^^^  ^^^* 
them,  but  confine  themfelves  wholly  to  the  coafters,  to  whom  w^''^^*' 
t|vey  convey  their  merchandizes  ip  little  boats  made  of  a 
fijoigle  piece  of  timber.  This  is  their  ufual  way  of  conve;^ng 
them  along  thefe  coafts ;  but  if  the  nature  or  quantity  of  their 
cargo  requires  a  more  capacious  veflel,  they  commonly  make 
dbem  of  planks,  joined  together  with  ropes  made  of  the  bark 
of  palm -trees,  without  the  aiEftanceof  nails  or  wooden  pegs, 
which  they  either  know  not  or  negleft  the  ufe  of;  and,  upon 
Aeir  return,  the^  can  untie  the  boards,  and  fet  them  out  to 
-dry,  againft  the  n^xt  occafion, 
.  The  Portuguefe  however,  of  whom  they  ftand  in  awe,  are 
the  only  Europeani  who  are  admitted  into  fome  of  their  fea- 
florts,  whence  they  export,  befides  the  commodities  already 
mentioned,  filver,  copper,  wax,  rice  and  other  provifions : 
out  to  all  other  Europeans  they  rejFufe  all  kind  of  acceft 
on  any  pretence. 

I" .  The  truth  is,  the  further  one  advances  into  the  continent,  Ti&tf  har- 
the  more  fierce  and  brutifh  one  finds  them.     They  all  goharQusdif" 
Wked,  men  and  women,  and  only  cover  their  middle  before pofitjon  of 
mi.  behind  with  a  piece  of  Cotton  cloth,  or  with  a  broad  leaf,  ^^f  ^^^^' 
So  uhnatural  are  they  to  one  another,  that  the  fathers  wilP'^^"^'* 
feu  their,  children  for  flaves,  for  a  fhirt,  a  knife,  fome  glafs 
tead^,  or  other  fuch  trinkets,  and  feaft  on  the  flefli  of  thofe 
^rhom  they  take  prifoners  in  war.     They  are  treacherous, 
thicvifh,  and  malicious,  but  ftout  and  fit  for  labour,  and  fecm 
defigned  by  nature  for  flavery,  which  is  a  condition  lefs  dread- 
&!  to  th«m  than  it  is  .to  the  inhabitants  of  the  oppofite  or 
weftern  coaft,  as  thofe  oi Kongo,  Jngola,  Loango,  &c.  which  will 
be  taken  notice  of  in  the  following  volume.  And  as  this  continent 
k  divided  into  a  variety  of  lordftiips  or  petty  kingdom?  (B), 

who 

^  PtRATi.  Dap.  Davit,  torn.  ii.  c.  ij,  Sanut,  lib.  12.  LinS- 
*CHOT,Qain.  c.  3.  &  al.  ub.  fup.  *  Linschot,  ub.  fup. 

(B)  We  know  little  or  no-  laws  beyond  the  will  of  their 
thing  of  their  policy  and  go-  petty  kings ;  it  being  next  to  im- 
vernmen^;  whether  thefe  lord-  poTTible  to  penetrate  into  thefe 
(hip?,  are  hereditary  or  eledlive,  inland  parts  ;  and  the  natives, 
nor  whether   they  have   any    who  come  to  the  coafts  to  trafEc, 

E  e  4  "  being  '   ' 
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who  have  each  a  particular  language  or  dialefl:,  and  are  fre^ 
quently  at  war  one  with  another,  it  is  no  wonder  that  fnch 
ne  inha*  a  comm^rc?  for  (laves  is  carried  on  between  them  and  the 
Utanu  coafters.  For  thofe  petty  tyrants  jnake  a  confiderable  gain 
crutl  and  pf  th^  prifoners  they  mak^,  whether  they  condemn  them-to  be 
tnacber-  fold  for  flaves,  or  for  meat  for  the  (hambles,  according  as  they 
•»'•  wiU  fetch  the  sr^teft  price, 

ITbiir  TifouGfi  they  afFeft  to  go  n^ed,  yet  they  kre  notiwth- 

4lrefs9        out  their  fiDudp^fs  for  various  kinds  of  finery,  fuch  as  collars, 
finity  and  bracelets  on  th^ir  arms  and  legs,  whether  of  gold,  filver,  ivo- 
^nfapmtf'  ry,  coloured  glafs,  or  any  other  materials,  according  to  their 
rank.     They  likewife  affeft  to  have  very  protuberant  lips; 
and,  XQ  render  them  the  more  fo,  will  fix  pieces  of  flat  gold, 
amber,  or  bone,  one  above  the  upper,  and  the  other  under 
the  nether  lip,  which  is  eft^emed  as  rich  an  ornament  to  their 
black  feces,  as  their  fine  white  teeth.  They  have  alfo  a  wayof 
painting  their  bodies  with  a  kind  of  red  earth,  efpecially  up- 
on fome  grand  meetings  or  ffeftivities,  which  gives  them  a 
veiy  grim  appearance,  though  they  efteem  it  asa  m^rkcf  their 
fFiopons.   courage  and  fiercenefs,     Their  weapons  are  the   bow  and 
arrow,  the  hatphet  and  the  dagger,  together  with  any  other 
J^lmon,    ^^"d  ^^^y  ^^^  procure  by  the  way  of  traffic.     Linfchot,  who 
did  not  penetrate  Into  the  inland  country,  affirms  them  to  be 
partly  idolaters,  and  partly  Mohammedans ;  but  what  Pyrard 
fays  of  them,  is  the  moft  probablie  ;  viz.  That  they  have  np 
religion-  at  all,  but  only,  like  the  reft  of  the  Caffars^  obferF^ 
ifome  fuperftitious  cuftoms,  not  worthy  to  bear  that  name ;  and 
}t  is  on  the  coafts  alone,  that  many  of  them,  by  converfing\wth 
fr^d^.  ^  the  /irabs^  have  been  induced  to  become  Mohammedans.  Wc 
do  not  read  of  any  manufaftures  or  trades  among  them,  ex- 
cept that  '9f  making  their  canoes,  which  we  have  already  'de^ 
fcribed,  and  that  of  weaving  a  kind  of  mats,  which  they  do 
w\th  fom§  neatnefs,  and  of  various  fptts,  and  fell  them  after? 

\>emg  exceedingly  brutifli,  mif-  know  why  his  father  and  bro- 

truftful,  and  incommunicative,  tber   were    Negroes,   and  he 

However,  we  may  fafely  fup-  white,  came  attended  only  with 

pofe  that  they  make  at  the  heft  fome  flaves,and  was  glad  to  take 

but  an  inconiiderable  figure,  if  up  with  the  me^n  entertain- 

we  inay  judge  of  them  by  that  ment  whi^rh  his  new  hoft  MonC 

which  a  fon  of  one  of  them  Mouquet  could   afford  to  give 

inad«  at  Affl/2iw^Vo,  who  being  him,  during;  his  flay  ii\  his  littjp 

brought  thither  by  mete  curio-  pabih  (^). 
fity,  ftp4i  as  bp  fai4  himfclf,  %o 

(4)  Sec  the  zd  vp(ffme  of  bit  vcja^t^  fii»  iy.      fe^  mIJo  Davitjf,  t*  Crwfi 
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wards  to  the.  coafts,  whence  they  are  exported  to.feverfil 
parts  of  India. 

If,  therefore,  we  rightly  weigh  all  the  advantages  of  this  7-^^  ^^^ 
ifland  apd  its  continent,  its  port,  bay,  and  excellent  fituation,  utility  of 
as  at  a  middle  diftance,  and  a  kind  of  place  of  refrefhment  this  port 
for  th^  Eaft*India  (hips  from  Goa  to  Li/icn,  or  from  Li/lon  to  fo  the  Por- 
Gody  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  Portiigiiefe  (hould  fo  rea-  tuguefe 
dily  pitch  upon  it  for  that  purpofe,  after  their  conteft  >vith    ^^'^"^^* 
Rraim  the  king  of  $uiha^  lately  mentioned,  had  obliged^^'  ^"^ 
them  to  abandon  it ;  much  lefs  at  their  preferring  this  to  any  ^^»'^'"^^* 
other  th«y  had  upon  the  coaft,  and  forbidding  all  their  India 
(hips  to  land,  refit,  or  refrefti  at  any  other  port  bnt  this  of 
M>fambico.    For,  confidering  the  vaft  length  of  the  voyage 
between  Lifhon  and  Goa^  the  great  inconveniencies  and  dan- 
gers the  veflels  are  expofed  to  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
vaiious  climates,  and  intolerable  heats  they  go  through,  the 
boi'fterous  feas  they  crofs,  the  hardfhips  and  difeafes  which 
men  are  liable  to,  whether  through  want  or  badnefs  of  provi- 
fions,  not  to  mention  a  great  variety  of  other  accidents  and 
difafters,  which  happen  frequently  to  the  men,  the  fhips,  or 
irargoes,  during  a  voyage  of  feven  or  eight  months,  all  which 
make  it  next  to  impoffible  to  perform  it  at  one  ftretch,  efpe» 
dally  as  they  are  fo  large  and  heavy  laden,  as  to  take  fo  ma- 
ny fathoms  of  water,  it  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  abfolutelj^ 
neceflary  to  make  fure  of  fome  convenient  harbour,  as  near 
as  they  could,  in  the  half-way  between  thofe  two  capitals  ; 
i)ut  much  more  ftill  after  their  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good 
HopCy  in  their  going  out,  and  failing  by  the  dangerous  coaA 
of  Nataly  for  them  to  fail  to,  and  find  a  fupply  for  all  their 
wants,  and  a  remedy /or  all  their  difafters.    And  fo  well  doth 
this  of  Mofambico  anfwer  all  thofe  ends,  that  the.  kings  of  Por- 
iugalhzvc  fpared  no  coft  to  fortify  and  garrifon  it  againft  all 
.^ttimpts,  and  to  provide  it  with  a  noble  hqfpital  for  the  fiok-, 
and  a.well-ftor^d  magazine,  with  all  neceflaries  for  the  {hip- 
ping, though  the  charge  of  keeping  them  up  often  exceeds  the 
•revenues  arifing  from  it.     The  next  feflion  will  {hew  ftiU 
fpme  farther  advantages  which  thefe  places  yield  to  them, 

SECT.    IV. 

fke  Hifiory  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sofala, 

SAILING  flill  farther  fouthward,  along  the  eaftern  coaft  Kingdom 
of  Africa^  one  comes  from  that  of  Zanguebar  to  that  of  e/  Sofala 
^Scfala,  or  Sefalo,  or,  as  others  write  it,  Zefhala.zviA  Gephahy  defcribed. 
^hat famous  and  opulent  kingdom,  which,  for  its  rich  golden 

mines. 
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mines,  hath  been  fuppofed  by  feveral  learned  ipcn  to  be  the 
O^hir  whence  king  Solomon  drew  ycsarly  fuch  prodigidQS 
quantities  of  that  precious  metal  *• 
jbs  extent.  It  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  continued  couft,  extendijag  it- 
felf  from  the  river  Cuama  on  the  north,  to  that  of  Magnico, 
fince  called  Rio  dc  Spirito  San6le,pvk  the  fouth ;  that  is,  from 
the  17  th  to  the  25  th  degree  of  fouth  ktitode  ;  and  havii|g 
the  Cape  Corientes  (not  in  the  middte,  between  thefe  two  ri- 
vers, as  fome geographers  have  placed  it  ^  but)  about  two  de- 
grees fouth  of  the  latter,  accor<ling  to  the  lateft  obfenradoBas  *^. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  eaJft  by  the  In^an  fea,  and  on  the  weft 
ly  the  empmd  Monomotapa,  hath  its  name  from  its  capital, 
which  D'Herbelot  calls  Sofalat  Al  Dh^b^  which,  in  the  Ara^ 
iiCf  fignifies  a  low  or  hollow  pkecj  where  is  gold,  or,  more 
properly,  a  golden  mine  *.  We  muft,  hcJwcver,  obfcrve  here, 
with  refped  to  the  limits  of  this-  kingdom,  that  a  late  geogra- 
pher, upon  the  authority  of  fom^  neW  obfenrations,  hath,  in 
his  maLfoiEaftem  Ethiopia  f ,  reduced  it  into  a  much  narrower 
compals,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  great  alteration  may  have  been 
macte  to  them  fince  the  Portuguefi  and  •  Dutch  writers,  of 
which  we  have  had  no  particular  account ;  for  which  reafon 
we  ftiall  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  fubjoin  them  in  the  mar- 
gin, according  as  they  are  fixed  in  the  (aid  map,  for  the.  fattf- 
fedtion  of  our  curious  Englijb  readers  (A), 

*  I  Kings  X.  14.  &  feq.  &  alib.        *>  Dapper.  «  ©'Ak- 

viLLE.  *  BibJioth.  Orient.  t  D'Awvillb. 

(A)  Accorj^ing  to  tlie  above-  it,  and  falls  into  the  fea  near  tbe 

mentioned  map,  5<?/ii/«  is  bound-  cay  oi  Sofala.     Between  thofe 

ltd  on  the  north  by  the  kingdom  two  rivers  run  four  or  fivebthers, 

isi  Monvmctafa  ;  on  the  eaft  by  one  of  which  is  called  Te-he, 

the  Indian  fea ;  on  the  fouth  by  The  king  hath  hii  refidence 

the  kingdom  of  ^iihia ;  and  that  on  the  wcftern'part  of  the  king- 

ef  Manica  on  the  weft :  fo  rhis  dom,  on  the  banks  of  the  ^ofa- 

lail,  in  which  are  the  richeft  la.     Beiides  the  ibrtrefs  of  dutt 

mines,  as  was  formerly  part  of  name^  ^zFwtuguefe  have  boik 

that  of  50/tf/e7,  hath  now  chang-  another  about  the  middle  on 

cd  it»  mailer,  and  become  pro-  the  fame  coaft,  named  Inba* 

bly  tributary  to  it,  as  that  once  ^uek: 

was  to  thegreatonecf  il/2'xr9;»9-  The   fame   map  adds    two 

tafay  and  is  divided  froni.it  on  iflands  on  this  coa^  one  called 

that  tide  by  the  rvt^xWadancuU^  Bango^    on  the  mouth  of  the 

which  runs  fi*om  weft  to  eaft,  7V-A,  and  the  other  On  that  of 

and   falls  into  the  Indian  {t2i.  thcSefhala.    This  is  all  that  is 

There  is  another  which  runs  moft  remarkably  new  in  it,  with 


aerofs  the  kingdom  from  weft    refpedl  to  this  kingdom. 
to  eait>  and  takes  its  name  from 


As 


As  u>  the  metropolis  of  Sofala  aboVe-meotioned^  it  w«s,  at    A.   D. 
the  firft  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe^  but  a^  iacoaii4erable  town>     >  5oow 
neither  larg^  nor  walled>  but  fcnc^  oaly  with,  a  .thorojr  -        '! 
hedge^  but  hath  "been  Tince  fortified,  apd,  ia  every  tefpe^t 
elfe^  very  much  improved  by  them,  and  called  Cuama^.  as.  iwtU 
as  the  fort,  which  they  .btiilt  fc^r  its  defence;  but  thatoanie 
hath  been  fiace  obliteraiodi  ^d  both,  pilots  and  geogcapbets 
have  retained  its  old  onp. of  i[^4/*-.  • 

It  is  conveniently  fltju^jed  on  a  fmaU  ifland  at  the.  mdoth  Situation 
of  the  Cuama  ,abpv:e-tneiltioned ;  and  befides  it  there  ard  two  of  the  ca*- 
other  towns  qn  the  coaft,^  one  called  Hatd^ma^  and  the  osthBr  pitai. 
Dariifniaj  and  the  TiUagesof  Savona^  Mocha,  and  ^qfia^^^sA 
tfmc  others,  all  of  .them  meaOi  and  iistortby.of  ho  farther  . 
notice  **.  ..-.•.: 

•  FRJNCESCQ  GI<fMA,  oi",  as  others fcall  him,  Jfeiiftf,  Gnaia 
the  Portuguese  admiraj;<rf  jfebe  KaJ^-India  fleet,  was  the  fiffi  the  Poirta- 
who  ctoe .  to  .anchat  -at  Srf^l  with  four  of  hi«  fmalleft  vef-  gucfe  ad- 
fela,  the  othjer  two  being  fo  large  that  they  could  not  fenta:  »*'*^^^ 
the  port,  and  obtaified.of  the  king,  whom  Martnol  calls  Jufef,  ^^^^^  * 
a  Mahfunmedan,  and  then  blind  wiA  old  age,  the  liberty  ^^%* -^^j 
buildinga  fortrefs  noar  it, .  which,  he  faid,^  would  be  of  great      ^*'* 
fervice  tohis  majefty,  as  well  as  to  himfelf.    This  favour^ 
hpwevcr,  apj)ears  to- have  been  gtanted  to  him  at  the  recom- 
.mend^lon  of  oner  ZtieotediaJrabian;  wholly  in  the  intereft  of 
,thp  P^rtugu^/e,  and  in  great  credit  and  authority  with  .:tlic 
f(bd)^iice,  and  helfSdd  both  to  forward  that . work,,  fenttkem 
kit^U^nce  of  (every., thing  th^t  pafl^  at  court,  andinfo];meB 
them  .of,  every  particnlarrelatii^  td  thc.aature  of  the  countr]^, 
mtd.lhe  m^oneRS  i>f  the  iiihabitants.   :  This  fortrdfs,  of  w^hat-  ///  utility 
eyer  fer5?iee  it  m&y  have  been  to  the  good  cdd  king  and:iiid  to  thtVox^ 
fooo^i^rs,  h^th  proved  of  the  gr^teft  Importa^ftce  to  the^er-  tugwfcv 
^gt^fiy  as  It  is  a  faffc  harbour  for  their&tpsfailing  to  and  from        a  . 
i«^,jas  well  a$  to'  fecurc  thdir  coHWieiice.with  the  .Cv^rs  Commerce 
i  of  the  inland;  which  n  tery  cooflderablc,  as  it  confiftsin-gold,  oy//^  the 
ambergrife,  flaves,  and  elephants  teeth,  which  they  exclwnge  CidFcrs^ 
.j&r 'fili^V  Auf&,  cott6h,  glaifs  beads  of:  various,  makes  and  co- 
lours,, and  otheF  >ftich  trinkets,    Bodi' the  fortrefs  and  th» 
ifland,  as  tributary  to  the  king  of  Portugal^  are  under*  the  di- 
i-feftioA  and  government  <A  MqjfdntHca,  fpofccn  of  in  the  fore- 
•gdtngfeftion*.  ^  ^ 

The  river  Cuatna,  on  the  mouth  of  which  the  city  ahd  Riq/erCvi^ 
"fdrtrefs  oiJSofala  are  fituate,  had  its  name  given  to«  it  by  the  ama. 

^  Sanut,  Linschot,  Ramus.  Marmol,  lib.  ix.  c.  2.  &  fcq. 
'09DII.  lib.  iv.  DAYfnr,  I>APi>&R>  Le  Caaxz>  &  alib.  *Id* 
ib:d. 

Portuguefe^ 
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Pottyguefe  from  that  of  the  fort,  which  they  likewife  called 

Cuama  at  the  firft,  or  rather,  as  they  pronounced  it,  Cowa- 

AI  Zem-  ma  (B) ;  but  is  by  the  Arats  and  Negroes  called  Zambere 

bcre.         Atkd  Empondo,     Its  bead-fpring  hath  not  hitherto  been  dif- 

covered,  by  the  Europeans^  but  it  furrounds  in  fome  meafarc 

the  kingdom  of  Monomotapa^  dividing  it  on  the  weft  from: 

that  of  Jhutua,  on  the  north  from  thofe  of  Chicovay  Sacm-^ 

ba,  and  Mauruca,     It  receives  in  its  courfe,  among  others  ofl 

lefier  note,  the  Mangania^  MazeM,  -and  Suabo,  and,  dividing^ 

itfeif  into  two  branches,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Indian  feajt 

at  four  mouths,  from  north  to  fouth,  diftingm(hed  by  as  maD)( 

4uunes ;  viz*  KilimanOy  Linda,  Cuama,  and  Luava  ;  or,  accOTd<i 

ing  to  others,  the  Penhamez^  Lunagsa,  Jrruyga,  Manj(nH>i 

Cuadire^  and  Rueriva. 

7hi  Mag-      TiiE  other  river  was  called  formerly  Magnice,  and  by  tta 

'^i        Portuguefe  Rio  del  LagoT ;  but  has  fince  the  name  of  Rio  ii 

SanElo  Spirito  given  it  by  Laurence  Marjbes.     Its  fource  f^ 

not  better  known  than  that  of  the  Cuama,  but  is  fuppofed  b] 

,fome  geographers  to  be  the  fame  with  it ;  viz,  the  lake  G^y^ 

aina ;  and  that,  after  a  (hort  courfe^  it  divides  itfelf  into  the  i\ 

ftreams  or  branches  above-mentioned  ;  the  fouthern  one 

which  was  therefore  called  Rio  de  hs  Lagos,  or  the  river 

the  lakes,  but  ftill  retains  its  old  one  of  Magnico.     Nothinj 

can  be  affirmed  concerning  thefe  two  rivers  defcending  frofl 

theiame  lake,  and  being  branches  of  one  and  the  fame  rivefi 

However^  this  we  are  fure  of,  that  the  Cuama  is  by  much  di 

larger  and  deeper  oi  the  two,  being  InCrfeafed  by  the  thra 

large  rivers   above-*mentloQed,  and  by  feveral  others  no 

much  inferior  to  tham,  is  navigable  above  1 50  leagues, 

hftth  many  large  iflands,  befides  thofe  formed  by  its  fevi 

goU found  mouths  ^.    Ic  likewife  wafhes    down    great  quantities 

in  it,         gold,  which  the  Negroes  gather,  when'the  rivers  are  low,  b 

,  diving  into  fuch  nooks  as  they  know,  by  lon^  praAice,  ^ 

liave  the  greateft  plenty  in  them,  and  bringing  the  mud  outcry 

'  Marmol,  lib.  ix.  e.  30.  Ramvs.  Dayity,  Dappbr^^a 
Croipc,  &  al.  See alfoOE  Li&l^  and  D'Anvii.|4£'s  maps. 

(B)    The  name   of  Cuama,  lagss,  on  fappofitioa  that  this 

QnAjama,  or»  as  others  write  it,  and  the  Magnico  fprung  both 

Quama,  was  given  to  the  river  froyi  one  lake,  and  Toon  after 

•  from  a  fort  built  9n  the  mputh  divided    themfelv^s    iatQ  two 

of  it  by  the  iurh  ;  after  which  ftreams  or  arms  (1). 
the  Portuguefe  calle^i  \x.Rlo  de  los 

(I)  Fid,  J^,  dfS^rros^lik  x,  (,  h  i)«V>/,  f>'f^M  D§ lip,  J^*^^*^' 

\  .  '   thcmi 
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diem,  which,  being  properly  levigated,  difcovcr  the  metal 
IB  lai^  or  fmall  grains,  as/  it  happens ;  and  more  a  great 
deal  might  be  found  of  it,  were  they  not  fuch  idle  wretches 
that  nothing  can  make  them  work  but  extremity  of  hunger 
and  wane  K 

The  /three  principal  capes  on  the  coaft  oiSofala,  are  call-  f^^  ^^,yr 
ed  CorUnteSf  St,  Catherine^  and  it.  Sebaftian.     The  form<sr  cafis. 
'  of  them,  iituate  under  the  23d  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  is 
;  noted  for  the.  many  rocks,  f^ds,  and  (helves,  which  lie  be- 
tween it  and  the  ifle  of  St.  Laurence^  or  Madagafcar^  and 
•  which  caufe  frequent  fhipwrecks  along  that  chanel.     The 
'  reft  of  the  land  from  the  faid  cape  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cua" 
.  ma,  is  called  Matuca,  and  hath  fome  gold  mines,  not  far 
from  the  town  of  Sofala,  and  in  the  precinft  called  Ma-  , 

nico. 

The  mland  part  of  the  kingdom  doth  not  extend  itfelf  far 
.  weftward, .  being  fqueezed  on  that  fide  by  that  of  Monomo' 
r  Upa.     Marmol  computes  it  to  be  in  cbmpafs  750  leagues  h. 
■^  The  temperature,  foil,  and  produce  of  it  are  much  the  fame  Soil  and 
with  that  of  Ztf«^w^*^rr  excepting  that  as  it  is  by  fd  much  far-  pf^^^* 
ther  from  the  line,  its  heat  is  nothing  fo  exceffive,  and  the  land 
^  is  more  fertile  in  rice,  millet,  and  pafturage.     But  the  moft 
..  abounding. part  in  this  laft  lies  between  the  Cape  Carrientes    , 
J  and  the  river  de- Santa  Spirit Oy  where  the  greateflr  quantities 
I  of  cattle  are  bred,  efpecially  of  the  larger  kind,  the  inhabitants 
I  having  fcarcely  any  other  fuel  but  cows  dung,  tlie  country  Scarcity  of 
<j  being  much  expofedto  the  foutherly  winds,  which  are  equally  Fuel. 
\  piercing  on  that,  as  our  northern  ones  are  on  this  fide  of  the 
*.  fine.     And  here  it  is  alfa  that  the  elephants  herd  in  large. 
!,*  droves,  and  are  killed  in  fuch  prodigious  quantities    (their  Vaftnum^ 
^  flefli  being  the  chief  food  of  the  common  people) '  that,  ac-  ^^rs  of 
'[  oording  to  their  report,  they  feldom  deftroy  lefs  than  between  ^I'pbants 
\   ftwr  and  five  thoufand  one  year  with  another  5  which  is  in  a  ^'™ 
!   great  meafure  confirmed  by  the  vaft  quantity  of  ivory  which-^^^''^* 
/  is  thence  exported  by  the  ri/rcjf^^tfwj  *. 

The  other  part  of  the  country  on  the  contrary,  that 
is,  from  the  cape  above-mentioned,  quite  up  to  the  Cuama, 
and  efpeciaUy  all  along  that  river,  abounds  with  mountains,^ 
qovered  with  large  woods  ;  the  vallies  are  watered  with  vari- 
:  €ty  of  fprings  and  fmall  rivulets,  are  very  fertile  and  agreea- 
ble, and  is  that  quarter  in  which  the  king  and  court  fpend 
the  greateft  part  of  the  year.  Among  other  delightful  ad- 
'    vantages  of  this  part,  it  enjoys,  we  are  tol^,  fuch  an  odori- 

»  Marmol,  lib.  ix,  c.  go,  ^  Ubi  fup.  '  Idem 

iUd.  &al.fup.  oitat, 

ferous 
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fcrous  verdare,  that,  the  coafts  being  low  on  that  iide,  the 
fragrancy  which  exhales  therefrom  U  frequently  percdved 
by  mariners  at  a  great  diftancQ^  before  the  land  itieif  ap- 
pears*  The  foil  of  the  province  of  Matuca  is  rich  and  &:• 
tile,  but  from  the  cape  of  CorrUntes  to  the  river  of  Sant^ 
S^ritOf  it  is  rough  and  barren,  and  lefs  inhabited,  except  by 
elephants,  lions^  and  other  wild  cireatures  1^.  . 

The  natives  of  S(fala  are  for  tJse  moft  part  black,  with 
ftiort  curled  hair,  there  being  bet  very  few  tawny  or  brown 
amongA  them*    Their  (hape  is  taller  and  more  genteel  than 
that  of  the  Negroes  c^  Mofambico^  %aJoa^  &c.  and  thofe  who 
live  near  the  cape  of  Corrientcs  are  efteemed  the  moftcaorte* 
ous  of  any  of  the  Coffers  that  inhabit  the  coaft  from  thence  to 
"Drtfi  of   that  of  Good  Hope.     Their  common  dcefs  is  the  fame  \ndi 
the  inha-   thofe  of  Mo/ambico,  a  piece  of  £ilk  or  cotton,  wrapped  round 
bitants.     yj^^  middle,  and  covering  them  down  to  die  knoesi,  all  the 
reft  of  the  body  being  naked,  exoept  the  head,  the  better  fort' 
Q^a^       wearing  a  kind  of  lurban  upon  it ;  and  all  of  them  adorn 
mtntr        ^^^  '^^»  arms«  wrifts,  legSi  and  ankles,  with  rings  of  gold, 
filver,  amber,  or  coloured  beads,  according  to  their  condi- 
tion*   Thefe  fluffs  and  trinkets  are  mofUy  brought  to  them 
from  Bombay  by  the  Portuguefe ;  and  thofe  of  the  better 
Ian  nave    ^^^  ^Sd^  to  Wear  fwords  with  handles  of  ivory.     All  the 
*^   ^  '  coafters  fpeak  the  Arabic  tongue,  which  is  their  natural  lan- 
guage ;  for,  as  we  have  before  obferved,"  they  are  not   the 
original  natives,  but  the  defcendants  of  the  Arabs ^  who  left 
their  native  country,  and  fetded  themfeltes  nlore  or  lefs  upon 
this  whole  weflern  coafl.     But  as  thefe  oiSofala^  as  well  as 
mofl  of  the  refl,  carry  on  a  commercfc  with  the  Coffers y  they 
likewife  underfland  their  language  as  well  as  the  Portuguefe^ 
fince  thefe  lafl  have  fetded  among  them  ^ 
^  ^  They  cultivate  plenty  dL  riccand millet,  which  ferves  them 

^  '  for  bread ;  and  eat  the  ^eihx>f  elephants,  large  and  fmali  cat- 
tie,  befides  fifh,  of  which  both  the  fea  and  rivers  yield  a 
mnd  drink  %^^^  plenty  and  variety.  They  have  likewife  their  beer 
'  made  of  rice  and  miJUet,  and'  fome  other  liquors  made  of 
honey,  palm,  and  other  f|:uits  :  the  honey  is  here  in  fuch 
plenty,  that  a  great  part  of  it  lies  oi^gledled ;  no  more  being 
gathered  by  the  indolent  people  than  ferves  that  purpofe, 
gx  for  extrafting  fo  much  wax  out  of  it,  as  will  procure  them 
painted  cotton  or  filk,  apd  other  dothes  in  exchange.  For 
though  theiy  make  great  quantides  of  white  cloths,  they 
have  not  yet  the  ^t  of  dying  them,  and  are  obUged  to  fend 

*J?AviTY,  Dapper,  La  Croix,  &aL  ubiGip.  -  *Pi- 

eAPETA  Congo,  lib.  ii.c.  8,  Qd.  Barbos.  Davit Y,j^a)'. 

.  them, 
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them^  or  at  laaft  their  thready  ta  be  died  m  Qdnhay  or  other 
places,  of  foch  colours  as  are  moft  in  vogue  gmoogft  them  ^. 
They  are  often  forced  to  buy  the  princ^  cloths,  and  pnda 
the  thread  of  them,  ia  order  to  xs^  it  in  with  their  ftriped 
ftiuSs,  when  ^y  c^pipiot  procure  It  from  abroad.     Their    ' 
chief  cwnmerce  here  is  with  the  inhabitants  oi MofambicOyThe great 
^iha,  Momtafo,  and  Melindaf  who  cOme  hither  in  their /^e/^/ia^jT- 
fambucs.  or  linall  barges,  which  are  freighted  with  variety  %.A^« 
of  the  above-mentioned  cloths  of  all  colouris,  aud  they  ex^  ^^"'  ^^ 
change  them  for  gold,  ivory,  wax,  or  ambergrife;  which  the  ^^^f^ 
Sofalans  ufualiy  go  and  exchange  with  the  Monomotapam^ 
for  gold.,  not  by  weight,  but  in  fuch  quantities  as  fhall  farisfy  err    - 
the   feller ;  fo  that  the  profit    of  the  exchange    amounts  ^i^l^l 
commonly  to  above  90  or  95  per  cent.    And  this  is  the  Arabs  tm 
r^oB,  that  when  the  Sofalans  perceive  any  of  thefe  veflels  iradenuiti 
at  fea,  they  %nify  their  joy,  and  bid  them  welcome  by  light*  them. 
ing  fires  on  the  ihore. 

But  befides  the  gold  which  they  draw  from  Mmemotapa,  Rid  goU 
the  kingdom  of  Sofala  hath  fome  very'confiderable  mines  oi  mines* 
that  valuable  metd,  and  which,  by  the  report  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  inhabitants,  yield  to  the  value  of  above  two  millions  of 
metigals  yearly  (each  metigal  valued   at  about  14  French 
livres) ;  and  that  the  merchantmen  from  Zidem^  Mecca^  and " 
eiJtitr  partQ,  export,  in  time  of  peace,  about  the  fame  quantity 
from  the  fame  mines.     We  are  farther  told  that  the  gover- 
nor of  Mofambico^s  fetury,  whofe  place  lafts  only  three  years, 
amounted  to  300,000  crowns,  exclufive  of  the  pay  of  his 
troops,  and' the  yearly  tribute  he  is  obliged  to  fend  to  the 
king  of  Portugal^  which  Davity  calls  a  third  part  of  its  pro- 
duS.     As  for  the  foldiery,  they  are  paid  in  gold  duft,  each 
according  to  his  rank.     And  the  fame  author  farther  aiffures 
OS,  that  this  gold,  which  is  paid  to  them  juft  as  it  is  gathered, 
isfo  purc^  and  of  fo  fine  a  yellow,  that  ours,  compared  to  it, 
appears  little  better  than  copper.     Hence  it  is,  that  Mouquet  Cofji- 
hath,  after  other  learned  men,  ventured  to  affirm,  that  it  ^^"^  futtofed  t9 
from  thefe  mines  that  Solomon  had  his,  which  is  fo  highly  y^the  «*- 
commended  by  the  facred  hiftorian ;  and  that  this  kingdom  of  tient  O- 
Sofala  is  the  Ophir  celebrated  by  them " ;  this  being  allowed  pkir. 
to  be  the  pureft  and  fineft  in  all  Jfrica  (C). 

At 

»» Idem.  ibid.  Dapper,  &  alib.  ^  Mouquet,  lib.  ivi 

(C)  Some  of  the  patrons  of  world.  But  that  is  faid  gratis  ; 
this  hypothcfis,  will  even  affirm  it  being  well  known  that  that  of 
^  to  be  the  fineft  in  all  the    J«faniXQion\y^fi^il!khvLt^xe2it'' 


/ 
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Warlike        At  the  lirft  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe  into  thefe  parts,  A« 

weapons,   people  ufed  no  other  warlike  weapons  than  the  fcymeter, 

the  javelin,  the  bow  and  arrow,  to  which  they  fomethnes 

added  the  dagger  and  fhe  hatchet.     But  they  have  been 

fince  taught  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  both  fmall  and  great  ^f  and 

P  OssoR.  lib.  iv.  MiHiMOL,  ubi  fup.  Davity,  &  a^ 


ly  exceeds  it.  We  (hall  howe* 
vcr  go  no  farther  out  of  our 
way  after  that  trite  controverfy. 

(5),  but  refer  our  reader  to  what 
we  have  faid  heretofore  upon  it 
(6).  What  falls  now  under  our 
prefent  fubject  is,  that  there  are 
ftill  remaining,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  mines  of  Sofa" 
la^  fome  ancient  fquat  towers 
and  ruins  of  flately  edifices  of 
large  fquare  Hones,  one  of  them 
with  infcriptions  over  the  gate, 
in  charafter  or  hieroglyphic, 
which  no  one  hath  been  able  hi- 
therto to  decypher.  From  whence 
the  parti  fans  of  this  h^-pbthefis 
conje^ure  that  thofe  edifices 
were  palaces  orcaftles  built  by 
that  opulent  king  of  IfraeL  But 
is  not  the  unintelligibknefs  of 
thofe  characters  rather  a  Itrong 
argument  againil  fuch  a  fuppo* 
fition  ?  \\  e  never  hear  of  Solo^ 
mon&  having  b^en  in  thofe  parts, 
nor  of  his  having  built  any  for- 
trefles,  or  made  any  conquefts 
cither  here  or  any-whcre  but  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  yuJea.; 
and  if  he  had  caufed  any  in- 
fpriptions  to  be  fet  up  upon  any 
of  his  edifices,  is  it  poffible  they 
iheuld  have  become  unintelli- 
gible or  iTTiuecypherable  ?  May 
we  not  therefore  fuppofe  from 
this  lait  circumilance,  that  they 
were  hieioglyphics,  and  moft 
likely  fet  up  by  fome  of  the  G^* 


fto/ofhifis  of  the  i([9  of  Mree,  or 
by  fome  of  the  learned  prieftsof 
Egyft,  fome  of  whofe  monarchs 
carried  their  conquers  as  far  as 
thefe  remote  parts  of  Ethiopia^ 
for  the  fake  of  thefe  valuable 
mines,  but  might  probably  af- 
terwards abandon  them,  on  ac» 
count  of  their  greatdiftancefrom 
their  native  dominions. 

Tht  Poriugyeje^  on  the  con- 
trary, tell  us,  that  the  towers 
and  fortref&s  above-mentioned 
refemble  others  which  are  ftill 
extant  in  fome  provinces  oPthe 
empire  of  Abijpnia  ;  whence 
they  conclude  they  may  proba- 
bly have  been  the  work  oHotsa 
Abiffiman  monarch,  who  was 
then  mafter  of  the  gold  mines. 
This  region  or  province  the 
AbiJJtnes  czMAcachumay  and  pre* 
tend  it  was  the  refidence  of  the 
queen  of  Sheha.  Ptolemy  calls 
it  Achumat  and  fays  it  was  well 
known  in  his  time,  on  account 
of  its  rich  gold  mines ;  and  it  is 
there  that  he  fixes  the  end  or 
limits  of  the  fouth  parts  of  the 
habitable  world  f  All  thefe 
put  together,  afford  us  a  more 
probable  conjefture  concerning 
the  origin  of  thofe  ancient  edi- 
fices, than  that  which  afcribes 
it  to  ^Xti^Soloman ;  but  we  have 
dwelt  long  enough  on  that  fub- 
jea  (8). 


.    (s)  D^  hoc^  v:d»  Huet.  di  Nawg*  Antlq, 


(6)  SeeAne.  Uifl.  vol,  i.  p*  383. 


M<^fuet.  lib,  iv.  ^  al.  mult,  §  Mekmt  Ceegr,  Itb^  iv*  \^)  Dc  hit,  vt(L 

Marmoi^  &  he  Blaxcy  ^  al.Jup,  (kaU 

tre 
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are  become  very  dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  them.  Their  king 
keeps  a  great  number  of  forces  in  pay,  but  the  Portugiiefe  Forces. 
are  become  fo  powerful  that  they  keep  the  whole  kingdom  in 
awe;  and  their  chief  governor  keeps  his  vefTds  of  obferva- 
don  to  prevent  what  they  have  now  made  an  illicit  trade, 
particulaffy  that  of  the  exportation  of  gold  without  his  fpe- 
cial  licence  ^, 

The  Mohammedan  religion  Is,  according  to  Pigafetaj  and  lUIigUn 
die  generality  of  Dutch  writers ',  that  of  the  king  and  court,  parffyMo* 
aAd  of  a  great  part  of  the  people,  and  accordingly  OJforio  ftyles  hamme- 
them  Saracens  and  J\fohammedans.     But  it  is  more  likely,  as  dans  «»</ 
I  Jarric  obferves  %  that  the  original  natives  live  wholly  without  {f^i^ 
I  any,  good  or  bad ;  and  the  ^^rahs  alone,  who  fettled  on  this    * 
;  coaft,  are  the  only  Mohammedans,  except  fome  few  profclytes 
I  they  may  have  made  amongft  thofe  Negroes,  for  the  fake  of 
;  commerce,  feeing  all  the  merchants  who  come  hither  from 
^iha,  Mombafo,  Melinda,  &c.  are  of  that  religion.     The 
:  Arabs,  who  had  brought  that  religion  with  them,  and  been 
J  fettled  on  that  coaft  above  two  centuries,  might  be  grown 
J  powerful  enough,  in  that  time,  to  have  a  king  of  their  own 
I  probably,  at  the  leaft  tributary  to,  and  under  the  proteftioa 
}  of,  the  emperor  of  Monomotapa,  and  have  been  able  to  fub-   - 
\  doe  the  inland  natives,  without  forcing  their  religion  upon 
I  them  :  efpecially,  if  what  Marmol  fays  be  true,  that  though 
^  they  ufe  no  outward  aft  of  religion,  have  neither  idols,  al- 
j(  tars,  nor  facrifices,  yet  they  acknowlege  one  fupreftie  being, 
\  whom  they  call  Mozifno,  or  GuimgidmOy  but  abhor  the  ido- 
^  htrous  rites  and  other  fortileges  of  the  reft  of  the  African 
\  JJegroes,  and  their  priefts,  and  punifli  them  with  the  utmoft 
{  feverity  amongft  them  ;  not  fo  much  qut  of  ^  r^igiousi  prinr 
]  cipje,  as   begaufe  they  think  them  deftruftive  to  fociety% 
\  And  may  they  not  have  Ijpen  taught  all  this,  and  more,  by 
\  thdr  Mohammedan  matters  ?  v 

-       For  in  the  next  place  they  punifh  two  other  crimes  with  Theft  and 
f  the  fame  rigour  ;  viz.  theft  and  a.dultery ;  and  fp  fever^  are  ^^^^^ery 
*'   they  with  refpeft  to  this  laft,  that  they  nxake  it  death  for  any  f^^^^b 
i  man  to  be  foi|nd  fitting  upon  a  (of^  or  mat  with  a  married  ^"V^^^* 
'   woman,  thqugh  they  sjlow  of  poligan^y  in  as  great  extent  as  ^y^i^^ 
\    the  Turks  do,  and  \Yith  much  the  fame  fubordination  both  of  ^^^^^  * 
'    the  wives  and  their  chil4ren.     They  never  marry  a  woman  twhenmar* 
till  ihe  hath  had  her  monthly  courfes,  as  deeming  her  incapa*  riagiaUe. 

^  Idem',  ibid.  '  Congo,  lib.  ii.  c.  9.  Sf  ilebrg.,  &  a'. 

;     •  Thesaur.  Ind.  lib.  iv.  *  Ubi  Tap.  c.  3^. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vot.  Vi.  X  i  t:c 
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bk  of  having  children  till  then ;  at  which  time  the  family 
makes  a  kind  of  rejoicing  and  feftivity  in  her  fjavour  ", 
Cenmonies      If  they  have  any  thing  like  a  religious  ceremony,  it  is  ia 
towards     obferving  fome  particular  days  of  the  moon,  as  the  ift,  6th, 
ibe  deadi    7  th,.  1 1  th,  1 6th,  6c.  on  which  they  pay  a  kind  of  offering  to 
their  dead  friends,  particularly  tQ  their  parents,  whofe  bones, 
after  the  flefli  is  confumed  (D),  they  preferve  in  a  place  ap- 
propriated to  that  ufe  ;  and,  in  remembrance  of  their  owing 
their  being  to  them,  fet  plenty  of  viftuals  before  thelm,  and 
make  their  requefb  to  them,  as  if  Aill  alive,  the  chief  ^f 
which  is  for  the  prefervation  of  the  king's  life  and  profperity. 
Their  petitions  ended,  they  fit  down  in  their  white  garment(» 
which  is  the  proper  colour  on  thefe  occafions,  and  eat  up 
what  had  been  ferved  to  the  dead,  which  concludes  the  ce- 
m  men  6'  ^^^'^^^  ^^^  *^^  ^^  ^*     ^  ^^  however  may  imply  nor 
wiland  '  ^^^°8  mox^  than  a  mere  civil  refpeft  paid  to  -their  parents, 
njoifi  ttifii'  anceftors,  and  other  near  relations,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Miofi^       we  liavc  feen  it  praftifed  in  a  much  politer  country,  that  of 
the  Chinefe  *,  and  inftituted  at  firft  for  wife  and  good  pur- 
pofes ;,  feeing  nothing  can  be  well  thought  more  eSeftual  tq 
curb  the  irregular  paffions  of  furviving  children,  than  a  firm 
belief  ,that  their  deceafed  parents,  anceftors,  and  near  reki 
tions,  are  ftill  prefent  with  them,  and  watchful  over  all 
their  aftions,  in  order  to  blefs  or  chaliife  them  fuitably  tQ 
then-  behaviour.    As  to  the  petition  offered  to  them  for  the 


«  Marmol,  ibid.  ^  Id.  ibi4 

vol.  viii.  p.  89,  261,  &  fcq. 

(D)  The  French  tranflator 
of  MormoU  or  his  rcvifcr,  adds 
here  in  the  margin  w  mange, 
or  eaten;  and  it  mnft  be  owned 
that  his  author  reprefents  fome 
of  the  S$falitns  as  4  kind  of  un- 
natural  canibals,  whp  not  only 
feed  upon  human  fie(h.  but 
alfo  drink  the  blood  of  fome  of 
their  cattle,  which  they  bleed 
for  that  purpofe.  We  iliall 
have  occafion  in  the  fequel  to 
mention  fome  whole- kingdoms 
«^f  ftill  greater  monikers  of  bar- 
barity, and  in  the  heart  oij/ri- 
tay  whofe  greateft  dai|ities  are 
(he  bodies  of  their  enemies  a^d 


»  See  bcforci 


captives,  whom  they  flay  ia 
great  numbers ;  and,  after  hav-  j 
ing  fatiated  themfelves  witl|| 
the^  flefli,  are  emulous  who 
ihall  drink  the  greateft  quantity 
of  their  blood.  But  we  can  by 
no  mean$  p^rfuade  ourfelvet 
that  thefe  we  ^re  upon,  an4 
who,  in  oth^  refpeds,  appe^J 
to  be  more  ^vilized,  ihoaI4! 
ufe  themfelves  to  fqch  bni. 
tiih  c^iftomsf,  as  is  there  ihfinu- 
ated,  of  eating  the  fiefh  of  theif 
parents  and  relations,  efpeei- 
ally  undfr  a  J^bammedoH  go- 
vernment (9]. 


king's  life  and  profpcrity,  we  are  not  told  direftlyirhethcr  it 

be  intended  for  the  king  of  So/ala,  or  few  tliat  of  Mammotapaf 

to  whom  he  was  formerly,  ftnd  a  great  numfbcr  of  others  ^  arc    • 

ftill,  tributary.    The  latter  feems  however  the  moft  rational; 

as  it  is  ftill  pra6Hfed  by  them,  there  being  hardly  any  nation; 

that  pays  a  deeper  regard  to  their  prince  than  the  ftiyfefts  of 

that  large  empire,  as  we  fhajl  fliew  in  the  nextfeftion.  Hence 

we  may  conclude,  that  the  Scfaldns  had  this  caftom  from  tlw  ^^j^^f 

MGnomotapanSj  and  obferved  it  as  long  as  they  continned  un-  £/^S<>ftIi 

dcr  his  obedience ;  that  is,  till  the  Portugueji  catoe  and  ^'^^"^•^^ f\^  ^ 

tied  in  thefe  parts,  and  withdrew  them  from  their  ^^bediencei-^^^^Qj^  * 

In  order  to  render  them  more  ferviceable  to  their  own  ends.    Wj..  - 

We  are  told  accordingly  by  Pigaf€ta\  that  one  of  thofe 
Mohammedan  kings  revolted  from  their  ancient  allegiance,  but  re- 
and  put  himfelf  under  the  proteftion  of  the  king  ofPortugah  'volted.^  .. 
And  we  have  elfewhere  had  occafion  to  tnfciitida  the  {itiffihx  from  his 
and  hofpitablc  reception  which  his  admiral  Cnaja^met  with  ^^legiance^ 
at  his  firft  landing  in  this  kitigdom  from  the  old  blind  mo*  .  , 

narch  then  upon  the  throne,  arid  his  bbtainipg  leave  of  hiiQ 
to  build  a  fort  near  his  capital  * ;  which  (whether  he  wa$  the 
fame  with  that  mentioned  before  or  not)  plaiqly  (hews  his 
re^dinefs  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  that  was' offef-ed  to  him 
to  (hake  off  the  Monomotcj>an  yoke.     And'iliight  not  this    - 
have  been  iikewife  the  main  motive  which  the' J?d/-AAg-M^  ■*.      -   * 
commander  ufed  to  engage  him  to  compiy-v^th  his*  reqUeft; 
which  he  full  well  forefaw  would  prove  an  efFeftual  mean^    •• 
on  fome  'pre!e|ice  or  other,  of  ftripping  thb  ol^dtftatd^of  his 
capital  and  kingdom,  and  feizing  both  for  his  o^Ttf  maftci*, 
as  it  aftualfy  did,  in  the.itianner  we  ar«  now  g6iBg  to  relate, 
from  one  of1:licir  own  Writers  ^     -  ;.  .  v    ' 

The  reader  ihay  remember  the  account' we  have^gfvcrf  k 
•  the  beginning  of  this  feftion,  of  the  firft  arrivalfbf  (P^iiw,  or 
Anaya^^^Sefdlay  and  of  the  kind  reception -he  met  with  froiii 
the  good  old  Mohammedan  king  Ju/ef,  notWithftahding*thb 
ftrenuous  oppofitioii  df^the*  y^rtf^j  againft  his'landingj' th^ 
'dangers,  they  told  him,"  he  ifiuft  run,  before*  he  could  rea^h 
the  royal  palace,  and  the  difficulty  he  would  find  to  get  dt^  *  **  '• 
cefs  to  the  kihg.  €naiai  whb  had  been  before  informed  by  ' ' 
his  friend  Zacote^  who  had  already  fecured  him  a  fingular 
welcome,  failed  forward,  and  accordingly  met  with  alf  the 
fuccefs  he  wiflied  for,  the  king  not  only  granting  him  free  leave 
to  build  the  defired  fortrefs,  but,  as  a  farther  token  of  his  re* 
gard  to  his  nation,  delivered  up  to  him  about  a  fcoie  of  hia 

y  Marmol,  nbifup.        »  Congo,  lib,  ii,  c.  8,        *  See  be* 
foicp.  443f        >  QssoRio,  lib.  iv. 

F  f  2  country- 
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oonotrymeaty  who  had  been  lately  fhipwrccked  on  that  coaft, 

and  of  whom  he  had  taken  the  moft  hofpitable.care. 

Reception       The  king  had  a  fon-in-law  named  Mengo  Mu^afy  a  brave 

efthe?0X'  warlike  prince,  who  made  no  fcruple  to  lay  before  him  his 

tugue(e     prefent  appreheniions  at  his   reception  and  admittance  of 

di/approv'  thofe  ftrangers  into  his  dominions,  and  much  more  fo  at  his 

$^  hy  the    pennitting  them  to  fortify  themfelves  in  them,  at  the  immi- 

hngsfon^  nent  hazard  of  his  own  and  his  fubjeft?  fafety.    The  old 

'"*  *^*     king'  contented  himfclf,  whatever  his  views  might  be,  with 

diiEpating  his  fears,  and  telling  him  that  time,  which  brings 

forth  all  things,  would  quickly  difcover  to  him  his  motives 

7he  king's  ^^^  ^^^  encouraging  thele  fo  much  dreaded  ftrangers.    Yon 

njoife  an-    wiU,  continued  he,  in  a  little  time,  perceive  them  dwindled 

pwer  to     into  nothing,  through  the  heat  and  inclemency  of  a  climate 

bim.  they  are  unaccuftomed  to;  and  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to 

drive  them  out  of  their  fort.,  if  they  do  not  abandon  it  of  their 

own  accord.     The  kind  reception  I  have  given  them  wa? 

-.  .  merely  to  remove  all  fufpicion  from  them  of  my  defign.    So 

tlT^build'^^'^  prince  acqUiefced  to  his  reafons,  and  the  work  of  the 

iffZ  of  the  foJ^^^fs  w^5  carried  on  with  dpub!^  vigour,  the  king  having 

fortrefs.     Ordered  his  fubjefts  to  give  it  ^1  poflible  forwardnefs  *".    But 

what  moft  alarmed  his  majjefty,  and  obliged  him  to  alter  his 

7h$  met'  meafures,  was  the  pathetic  remonftrances  of  his  faithful  Mo- 

chants  ad'  hanmed^n  merchaDts^  to  awaken  hin^  to  ^  fenfe  of  his  immi- 

drefs  tf - .    nent  danger  from  the  Wi^U  known  perfidy  of  the  Pqrtugutfc 

gainfiit,    nation. 

We  have  already  had  occaflon  to  ppntion  mor^  than  once 

•the  ftremious  oppofition  which  the  Jrabians  fettled  on  this 

eaftern  coaft  made  againft  the  prepofterous  encouragement 

'  which  fome  of  thefe  princes,  particularly  thofe  of  ^ihaziA 

Memhafoy  gave  to  thefe  new  comers,    They  made  the  fame 

ftrenuous  ftruggfc  here  agaiuft  the  weaknefs  of  their  fuper- 

»    annua  ted  monarch,  and  addreiling  thein£;lves  to  him  ia  a  body, 

reminded  him  of  the  repeated  warnings  they  h^  given  him 

of  the  treacherous  views  of  the  Portvguefe,  who,  ui^der  the 

maik  of  friendfliip,  conc^I  the  moft  wicked  defigns,     ^*  Tp 

f^^<    "  what  end",  faid  they,  "  do  th^y  build  a  fort  in  your  do- 

•^.      '^     •<  nuoions,  but  to  incrcaft  their  own  power,  in  order  to  ftrip 

««•         "  yoa  of  yours,  together  with  your  kingdom,    Ifeve  thf7 

*'  not,  by  the  like  artifices,  expelled  the  king  of  j^i/ctt,  and 

"  robbed  many  other  princes  in  jtfric  and  //wfia  of  their 

"  dominions  ?   In  ftiort,  where  have  they  ever  got  a  foptji^ 

**  without  leaving  numberlefs  traces  of  their  villainy  and  crp- 

[  elty  i  If  therefore  you  have  any  regard  for  your  fafcty  and 

•  Marmol,  lib.  ix.  c.  34, 

^  Welfarfi 
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"  welfare,  deilroy  them  before  they  are  become  too  powcr- 

"  ful  for  you,  left  it  fliouid  not  hereafter  be  in  your  power 

"to  avert  the  rUjn  and  dcftruftion  which  they  will  bring 

"  upon  yourfelf  and  kingdom  ^"     This  fpeech  had  the  de-  TUfe  king 

fired  effeft,  and  the  alarmed  monarch  began  now  to  fee  his  is  alarmed 

folly  and  danger,  and  to  think  of  the  propereft  means  to  agmnfi 

avoid  it.     He  accordingly  gathered  a  fufficicnt  number  of  ^^'*»  * 

troops,  arid  appointed  a  day  to  fall  upon  the  Poftuguefe^  «  ^  t 

whilft  they  were  employed  in  building  their  fort.     Unhapj>ily  ^/a^^ 

for  him,  the  Arabians  had  a  traitor  among  them^  whom  we  ^^^^^ 

lately  mentioned,  under  the  name  of  Zacote^  or  Acote  (E), 

Who  betrayed  all  his  fecrets  to  them,  and  failed  Hot  on  this 

6ccafiori  to  fend  them  timely  notice  of  his'dcfigns  againft 

them ;  which  gave  Gnaja  an  opportunity  of  getting  himfelf 

and  his  men  in  a  condition  to  give  them  a  warm  reception. 

Accordingly,  on  the  day  prefixed,  the  Sofalans  attacked  the  Befieges 

fort  with  great  fury,  by  throwing  vollies  of  firey  ftalies  into  tin  fort  i  ^ 

It,  whilft  others  were  aflailing  the  walls  with  their  warlike 

engines.     The  befiegers,  with  Giiaja  at  their  head,  made  the 

ftouteft  defence  they  could  againft  them ;  but,  being  reduced 

to  35  men,  the  reft  being  either  fick  or  invalids,  they  would 

have  had  but  a  poor  chance  ajgainft  6000,  had  not,  luckily  for 

them,  Zacote  found  means  to  enter  the  fort,  at  the  head  di^hich  is 

100  men ;  who  immediately  fell  upon  the  befiegers  with  fuch  rtlie*veJly 

bravery,  that  a  defperate  conflift  enfued,  in  which  the  Fortu-  Zacote. 

giiefey  being  thus  timely  reinforced,  began  to  difchargc  their 

darts  and  artillery  with  double  vigour;  which,  in  a  little  time,  / 

fo  terribly  annoyed  and  terrified  them,  that  they  fled  with  The  king 

the  utmoft  precipitation  and  dread,  and  left  them  in  quiet  nfulfid. 

pofleffion  of  their  new  fortrefs.     Not  fo  quietly  did  they 

treat  them  in  their  flight,  for  they  purfued  them  with  fpeed  £f^^'* 

and  fury,  not  only  into  the  city,  but  the  royal  palace,  and      •^T^** 

forced  their  way  into  it.     They  even  crouded  into  the  very 

apartment  where  the  old  king  had  retired,  and  found  hiqi  ly- 

^  OssoRio,  lib.iv. 

fE)  This  villain  was  origt*  highcft  degree  of  credit  wirti 

i^\y  of  Ahij^niantxix?i€Li  but  the  old  king  (»2;\;  but.beitjg 

having    been  '  taken    pilfoner  afcer wards  lsk)ogkt  over  to  the 

.when  young,  by  the  Mohammi-  FeftuguUe\  voxtxt^    made    hq 

d^ns  of'^p/ahf  had  embraced  otlier  ute  of  it  th^n  to.  betray 

their  religion,  and,  by  his  ad-  him  and  hi$  dplnit)ion!>  to  chem^ 

'drefs,  had  raifed  himfelf  to  the  as  the  fequel  will  foon  fhew. 

Ciz)  &    M^rmi  A/rie,  A/f^ix.  C  y^,  OJoHq  Pertug,  iwig,  Uh,  iv.  Sttaffo 
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His  noble  ing  on  his  couch  i  but  their  infolehce  foon  roufed  up  his  cou* 

^tftnct,      rage  and  bravery,  Infomuch  that,  old  and  blind  as  he  was,  he 

haftily  arofe/'^nd  darted  fcveral  javelins  at  them,    fome  of 

trhkh  failed  not  of  doing  fome  execution  among  them,  as  they 

crouded  fo  thick  upon  him*  "Several  of  them  were  wounded, 

and  amoiigtt  them  Gnaja  in  the  neck,  when  on  a  fudden  the 

Poriuguefe  agent  advanced  with  his  drawn  fcimeter  towards 

h  murder'  ^^  j^^g^  ^^  at  one  blow  ftruck  ofFhis  head,  which  filled  his 

^  attendants  With  driead  and  horror. 

Here  Gn/ijf^,  fully  fatisfied  with  feeing  the  good  old  king 
weltering'  ift  his  blood,  and  headlcfs  at  his  feet,  ^yhethe^  to 
fccover  the  Sofalans  from  the  frightful  profpeft  whh  which 
fuch  a  bloody  fcene  muft  needs  have  filled  them  all,  or  to 
avoid  their  making  fome  defperate  atteHxpt  to  revenge  their  mo- 
GnajaV     narch's  death,  had  recourfe  to  the  old  trite  artifice,  of  feigned 
T^h        clemencjV  and  immediately  forbad  his  men^to  offer  any  far- 
//^^Sofa     ^^^^  violence  towards  a  people  vvhom  he  wanted  to  gain  by 
lans.  '  "    ^^^  ^  friendlhip  and  benevolence,  rather  than  affright  them 
with  any  further  proofs  of  the  Poriuguefe  bravery  and  mar- 
tial prowefs  ;  adding,  that  as  they  had  by  this  time  fuffi- 
ciently  experienced*  the  one,  he  was  now  ready  and  willing  to 
give  them  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  the  other,  by  afts  of 
humanity,  and  teiidereft  compaffioii  to  their  prefeAt  diftrefs. 
This  plaufible  fpeech, .  whether  it  wrought  moft  upon  their 
'  fears  or  hopes,  had  the  defired  effeft;  and  the  Sofalans^ 
finding  they  had  to  do  with  a  nation  that  was  too  ftrong  and 
artfuU  not  only  forbore*all  further  hoftilities,  but  patiently 
fubmitted  their  necks  to  a  yoke  which  they  have  never  been 
able  to  fliake  off  from  that  day  to  this  *. 
Marittorj      One  of  our  authors,  who  hath  added  many  pallfcitives  to 
fa({iati<tfi  this  tranfaftion,  in  favour  of  the  Portugue/e,  adds,  that  prince 
oft^nf  ofMugaf  having  rallied  his  fcattered  troops,  again  laid  fi^c 
that  riyo'  \o  the  fort,  M^th  frefh  courage  and  fury,  but  met  with  fuch 
hiion,       j^Qm-  oppofition, '  that  he  was  obliged  to  raUe  it  three  days 
after;  hfi  tired  -^rato,  the beft troops  he  had,  being  by  tWs 
time  become  more  follici tous^  about  th^  choice  of  a  new  king, 
than  to  reveoge  the  death  of  the  old  one.    The  conteft  lay 
|)etween  thefon  of  thedeceafed^named  Soliinan,JSkgcesLtfnciid 
•and  jKLtroin  of  Zacote,  and  Mufafhxs  fon-in-law,  a  prince  of 
tgreater  abilities  and  merit,  and  wh<>  would,  m  all  probabtlf- 
ay,  have  been  nominated  to  thefuoteffiob,  hzit^otZaeote^  ot^ 
^  our  audior  ftyks  him,  TacaU.-hy'hU  latereft  2|nd  perfbsH 
^  ifions,  obtained  it  in  favour  of  IS^tmariy  and  pevailed  tipoa 

.    f  ^|tfiiRMOLjOsso.Ri9,j&  ri.  ftp.  citat. ^ 
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Gnaja  to  confirm  him  king  of  Sofala  ^  But  the  gopd  bi- 
(idp  Offiifio^  far  from  mentioning  any  fuch  inftancc  of  the 
Pwtuguefe  admiral's  regard  to  the  fon  of  the  late  Jnfef  or 
x&  the  perfidious  Zacote's  ingratitude  to  that  prince,  aflures  us, 
iaesipras  terms,  that  the  former  bellowed  the  crown  on  the 
latter  by  his  own  authority,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  great  fer- 
lices  to  the  Psrtugue/e.  His  account  of  that  remarkable 
traofaftion  is  as  follows*  <• 

GNAJ A^  having  fuccpeded  fo  fiir,  thought  it  now  time  Gnaja 
to.fettle  this  newly  fubdued  ftate ;  and,  as  a  mark  of  the  For*  crowns 
fytgue/e  generofity  and  gratitude,  to  reward  the  perfidious  Zacote 
Zaccfte  for  his  friendftiip  and  fidelity  to  them  in  the  ampleft  kini. 
Bianner.     He  accordingly  caufed  him  to  be  fent  for  in  great 
fbfflp,  and,  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  which  we  have  de* 
fcribed  in  a  former  note  \  to  be,  in  his  mafter's  name,  pro- 
dsdmed  king  of  Stfala,  and  enjoined  the  people  to  obey  him 
as  their  fovereign.     He  next  obliged  him  to  take  the  oath  of 
fidelity  and  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Portugalf  and  to  promife 
to  behave,  on  all  occafions,  as  his  moft  faitliful  tributary  *. 

tiNAJ  A  had  hardly  begun  to  tafte  the  fruits  qf  his  fuc- 
oefs,  before  he  was  cut  <^by  a  diftemper  which  feized  both  Gnaja'i 
him  and  his  men,  whoHy  owing  to  the  inhofpitablenefs  of  this  death. 
aew  climate.     We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  extreme 
wawholfomenefs  of  the  country,  occafioned  by  the  vaft  num- 
ber of  its  marfties,  which,  being  in  fummer  dried  up  by  the 
fcwchiftg  heiit  of  the  fun,  infeft  the  air  with  their  peililential    » 
fteams.     The  Poriuguefe  quickly  found  the  fad  effefts  of  it, 
being  firft*  feized  with  an  exceffive  weaknefs  in  their  bodies, 
and  dimnefs  of  fight,  which,  in  a  little  time,  turned  into  a 
wafting  confumption,  and  carried  ofFa  great  number  of  them, 
and  among  the  reft  the  admiral  above-mentioned  ;  in  whofe 
room  Emanuel  Ferdinando,  the  old  king's  aflaflin,  was  chofen 
iJy  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  the  officers.     The  news  of  ^     *  .  . 
this  was  foon  fent  to  Almeid  the  governor  of  Goa,  then  in  In-  i^Jjj^^j^^. 
dia,  who  received  about  the  fame  time  an  account  of  the  re-  dererofthe 
volution  which  lately  happened  in  ^iloa^hy  the  murder  of  ^,>£, 
the  new  made  king  Mahmud,  by^he  partifans  of  Braham  ^. 
Ahmid  thereupon  dilpatched  Novico  Vjojtpiez  Pereira^  with  a 
commiffion  to  fail  for  Sofalaj  and  tftke  the  government  of  the 
fortuponhimj  but  with  orders  likewifc  to  touch  atJ^/foa,  and 
fettle  the  commotions  raifed  there  on  account  of  the  king's 
murder,  arid  to  punifti  with  the  utmoft  feverity  all  that  had 
been  acceflbry  to  it. 

.   ^  Marmol,  lib.  ix.  c.  35.  "     «  Lib,  iv.         *  See  before,  p. 
413.  *  Ossoiiio,  ubi  fupra.  '^  Sec  before,  p,  4Z4. 
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.  In  the  mean  time  the  Portuguefe  ganifon  rf  Scfala  was  fo 
dreadfully  afflifted  with  the  badnefsottbeclimate,  and  the  dif- 
eafes  which  then  raged  among  them,  had  carried  off  fo  many  of 
them,  that  Ferdinand^  who  had  fucceeded  Gnaja,  could  with 
great  difficulty  reArain  the  fmall  remainder  from  d>andoning it, 
when,  in  a  lucky  hour,  thtPortugtie/eCtiips  arrived  at  the  port, 
with  a  frefti  fupply  of  nicn,  arms,  and  other  provifions,  and  en- 
abled them  to  hold  ittillfrefli  troops  and  other  reinforcements 
were  fent  thither  from  Goa,  with  the  new  governor,  who  foon 
fettled  the  fortrefs  and  garrifon  in  fuch  a  condition  that  they 
have  held  it  ever  fmce,  and  obliged  the  Sofalans  to  accept  of 
fuch  kings  as  they  fhall  pleafe  to  fet  over  them  ;  by  which 
means  they  have  kept  that  kingdom  under  tribute,  and  engrofled 
that  Hch  and  advantageous  commerce  to  themiblves,  to  this 
time.  How  long  their  new-made  king,  whether  prince  SoU- 
niauj  or  the  perfidious  Z^cof^,  enjoyed  his  dignity,.who  were 
his  fucceflbrs,  and  other  interefting  particulars  relating  to 
that  new  conqu^ft,  we  are  left  \vholly  in  the  dark.  We  arc 
told  indeed  by  a  Dutch  writer  \  that  the  king  of  SqfaU  was  a 
Portuguefe  by  birth,  at  the  time  of  his  writing  his  book.  But 
Jarric  will  have  it  that  he  was  only  a  tributary  to  Portugal^* 
But  moll  writers  agree  that  the  kings  of  it  were  formerly  tri- 
butary to  the  emperor  of  Mofvmotapa  till  an.  1507,  when 
Cihija  and  his  fuccefTors  reduced  it  under  the  power  of  kii^ 
EmanueL  However  it  is  not  improbable  that  fome  of  thofe 
emperors  afterwards  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  gr^atcft 
part  of  the  continent,  and  have  confined  the  Portuguefe  to 
the  fea-coaft,  in  revenge  for  their  fhutting  him  in,  and  ex- 
cluding his  fubjefts  from  all  foreign  commerce  with  the  fea- 
coaft  ;  though  th^y  have  been  fince  forced  to  refund  it  with  io- 
tereft,  and  to  yield  to  them,  befides  fome  of  their  beft  gold 
mines,  a  traft  of  ground  of  above  160  leagues  into  their  own 
dominions,  both  which  they  have  kept  ever  fince  the  year  1640, 
as  we  fhallhave  occafion  to  fhew  under  the  next  fe^ion. 


SECT.    V. 


MonomO' 
tapa, 

ivhencefo 
callid^ 


The  Hijiory  of  the  Empire  of  Monomotapa,  $r  Munc* 
niotapa. 

7\/^rO NO MOTAPA  is,  next  to  the  empu^e  x£Abiffitua,  one 
-^'^  of  the  largeft  in  all  Africa,  Some  call  it  Benemotapdy 
and  others  Beneinoaxo  \  and  the  name  of  Bjsnemotapaf  we  are 
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*  St>iLB£Rc«  navig.  1601.  vid.  &  Samut,  lib.  xii. 
Ind.  Orient,  lib,  \X  c.  C. 
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told,  is  the  common  title  of  its  monarchs,  as  Ca/ar  was  thlt 
of  the  Roman  emperors  »  ;  but  accoarding  to  Texeitd  it  Ought 
to  be  written  Muna  Motapa,  becaufe  the  kings  who  are  feated 
beyond  xhc^Caffen  call  themfelves  Munct  inftead  of  ManL 
However  that  be,  the  Portuguefe  do  more  juftly  ftyle  him 
the  emperor  of  the  gold,,  on  account  of  the  many  rich  mines  .  ^ 
which,  arc  within  his  dominions.  Moncmotapa,  properly  fo  /^//^'^*'jf 
called,  lies  contiguous  to  that  of  Sofala,  laft  defcribed  on  the  i^^/j]^" 
eaft,  and  is,  like  that,  incloied  by  the  river  Cuama  on  the 
north,  and  that  of  MagnicOy  or  of  the  Holy  Choji^  on  the  fouth ; 
ectending  itfelf  weflward  between  thofe  two  rivers  as  for  as 
their  fpring-heads  :  (o  that  whilft  Sofala  belonged  to  it,  as  it 
formerly  did,  it  might  be  properlycalled  an  ifland,  furround- 
j5d  on  one  fide  with  fait,  and  on  the  other  with  fre(h  water, 
and  in  extent  between  700  and  800  leagues  in  circuit.  It  is 
fituate  between  the  14th  and  ajth  degrees  of  fouth  latitude, 
and  between  41ft  and  56th  of  eaft  longitude,  or  670  miles 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  61 5  from  eaft  to  wift  l>  (A).  But  if 

we    } 

.  *  MARMOL,lib.  ix.c.  32.  PuRCH.  Pilgr.lib.vii.  c.  8.  Sanut, 
lib.  ix.  ^  Joan.  deBarros,  SANVT,lib.xii.LiNscMOT 

Guin.  c.  7.  Ramv3.  Davity,  &  al« 

(A)    According  to  Mdfieurs  and  the  laft,  ot  InhabanafX!iaX 

De  hipe  and  U'An'ville^  thc'king.  of  Tongua  ( l ) . 
dom   of  Monomotafa  Proper  is         But  according  to  Dt  Fariay 

bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Soufa,  this  empire  is    divided 

tlvtr Zambera^or Cuama \ on xht  into  the  following  twenty-five 

eaft  by  the  Indian  fea ;  on  the  kingdoms  ;  <vi%,  I.  Mongas,  2. 

fouth  by  ^he  river  of  St,  Lau-  Baroe,  3.  Manika.  4.  Boefit,  54 

rence^   and  on  the  weft  partly  Mafingo.  6,  Remo*  y.CHnfue.S. 

by  the  St,  Laurence  and  partly  Cbiria,  9.  Chidima,  10.  Boqm* 

by  the  Cuama ;  fo  that,  accord-  20.  1  i,Inahanxo,  1  a.  Chintwa* 

ingto  thefe  limits,  Monomotafa  %%,Kondifaka,  l^.Daburia.  i|* 

contains  the  kingdoms  of,   i.  Makurumbo,   16,  Mnnguffa,  17. 

^iti've.   2.  Manica,    3.  Sabia,  Xutuvaza,  iS,Cbo*ve,  ig.Chun'- 

And,  ^,  Inhabana,     To  whio(^  gue.  26. Diza.  ii.Rombd,   22 


D^Annullt  adds  that  of  Sedan-  Rafftni,  2i.Chirano,  2^,  Moka» 

da^  if  it  is  not  the  fame  with  rango.  And,  2^,  Remo  DeSeza. 

the  laft.     The  firft  of  which  To  this  he  adds,  that  there  are 

includes  the  provinces  of  Ze*  many  lordftiips  which  have  not 

/^  B$aito^  Mafiapay  Sena^  Jup  the  title  of  kingdoms,  and  that 

hanicoy  $viteve  \  thofe  of  Sun*  the  greateft  of  all  thofe  that 

ia'va  and  So/aia ;  that  ofMani*  have  is  that  of  Mongas^  which 

Ta  i  thofe  of  Montaqua,  Sabta  ;  borders  on  the  rivers  CiMiffiui  or 

ft)  De  Lijlt  Atlas,  La  Martinitrt DiB.fi^  wc,  Monomtafa,    Sa  alfo  D^ An* 
nfiiit't  tnaf  of  Eafiern  Ethiopia^ 

Zamlissip 
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vft  take  in  all  the  other  inferior  kingdoms,  which  are  either 
i     fubjeA  or  tributary  to  it,  it  will  extend  itfelf  vaftiy  farther ; 
viz.  fouthward  almoft  as  far  the  Cape  tf Good  Hope,  and  on  th« 
north*we(l  as  far  as  the  confines  of  the  kingdom  of  Congo  \ 
for  fo  far  on  thefe  two  fides  the  authority  of  its  monarchs 
is  faid  to  esLtend  itfdf ;  though  on  the  weft,  and  part  of  the 
north-weft,  it  is  confined  by  that  of  ^(seo^iBii^iS  of  which 
we  {hailfpeak  in  the  fequel. 
Otmate,        Thk  clUnate  of  Monormtapa  is  temperate,  notwithftand* 
yi//,  and    i^g  the  far  greater  part  of  it  doth  Ke  within  the  fouthem 
fred»€u     tropic ;  the  air  is  clear  and  healthy,  the  foil  fertile,  and  fo  well 
watered,  as  to  abound  with  pafture  grounds,  on  which  are 
bred  vaft  multitudes  of  cattle,  efpedally  of  the  larger  fort^ 
which  the  inhabitants  fet  a  higher  value  on  than  on  their  gold< 
Their  ground  produces  plenty  of  rice,  millet,  and  other 
grain,  though  no  wheat.     They  have  great  variety  of  excel* 
n^  f    ^^^  fruit-trees,  and  abundance  of  fugar*cane,  which  grows 
^L^^        h^f«  without  any  culture.    Their  fbrefts  fwarm  with  wild 
''""^  *       beafts,  and  as  various  kinds  of  game  ;  their  rivers,  of  which 
they  have  a  great  number,  as  we  fhall  (hew  in  the  fequd, 
abounds  not  only  with  fifh,  but  with  gold  fikewife,  which 
they  fweep  away  from  the  mines  through  which  they  run ; 
^^  r'*v  y^^'  '^  fpight  of  all  this  abundance^  the  country  is,  for  the 
iwbahtud^  moft  part,  but  thinly  inhabited,  notwithftanding  feme  au* 
^uTflands  ^^^^  affertions  to  the  contrary,  particularly  that  of  Lo^tt, 
'  '  who  ftyles  the  people  infinite,  and  who  probably  computed 

them  iuch  from  what  ho  obferved  on  the  fea-coafts,  parti- 
cularly on  the  iflands  formed  by  the  four  mouths  of  the  Cu* 
ama,  and  other .  confiderable  ones,  and  of  great  length, 
which  ond  meets  with  in  failing  up  that  river,  as  far  as  the 
towns  of  Sena  and  Tele,  that  is  above  60  leagues  diftant  from 
Its  mouth  :  all  which  iflands  are  rich  and  fertile,  and  full  of  in- 
habitants, as  well  as  on  both  fides  of  the  (bore  f.  But,except- 
mg  thofe  land^  which  are  watered  by  the  Cuama  and  Santfi 
Spiriio,  and  a  number  of  othgrs  Which  flow  into  them,  the  reft 
of  the  inlaAd  parts  are  jnoftly  f^ndy,  dry,  and  l>arren ;  info- 
inuch  that  the  few  inhabitants  tjiat  live  in  them  are  forced  t^ 
*  go  a  great  way  for  water  to  Jev^gate  th^ir  gold  duft,  when- 
ever their  ciftcrns  fail  them  for  want  of  rain,  as  we  fhall  fee ' 
in  the  fequd.  ' 

'   +  De  Pari  a  y  Sous  a,  &  al.  ubi  fup.  «  Idem  ibid,  ridi 

&  PiGAFETACongo^Kb.  li.x.  8.f^AMVs.&  al. 
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^ami£z^,,    whofe  monarch    \^    nions,  though  ata•ib^tary.o^hPr 
faid  to  be  abfolute  in  his  domi-     mager  to  the  emperor  (2). 

«».  1746  /.  3f6,  '•  .• 
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They  have  neither  horfes  nor  any  other  beafts  oihutf^U  mtU 
then;  but  vaft  herds  of  elephants,  moftly  wild,  of  which ^^w«^ 
they  deftroy  fevoral  thousands  yearly,  as  may  be  eafily  yx^^^fi^* 
ed  by  the  vaft  quantity  of  ivory  which  is  brought  ^^/^t  of  i^ 
and  fold  to  the  Portuguefi.    They  have  a  kind  <x   ^.^g  they 
call  Alfinge,  of  extraordinary  Cze  and  fwiftncfs.;  a£jr bftrichcs  ^^'^ 
as  large  as  oxen,  whofe  greafe  or  oil,  cither  outwardly  appli^  ojiricbtt* 
ed,  or  taken  inwardly,  i^  reckoned  a  fovereign  remedy  againft 
pains  and  aches,  fprains,  and  ftiffhefs  of  the  limbs  ^. 

The  natives  are  all  black,  with  woolly  hair,  notwithfiand-  hhahl-  ^  % 
ing  their  diftance  from  the  equinoxial  Une,  and  the  coldness  ^*"/'  ^'^ 
or  fome  of  their  climates,  and  the  fnows  which  fall  in  {xidif^*^^" 
vaft  quantities  upon  their  mountains^  as  in  the  country  of  the 
£€longhi,  and  the  proivnce  of  Matuca,  that  if  any  abide  on 
them,  they  are  fure  to  be  frozen  to  death ':  and,  what  is  ftUl 
more  furprifing,  even  thofe  who  inhabit  the  countries  beyood 
die  fouth  tropic,  as  far  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  are  all  of  the 
feme  dark  hue ;  whereas  the  peojple  in  thcmoft  torrid  regions 
K&  Libya  ^ndJmerlca,  which  have  the  fun  vertical  over  theq^, 
are  ftrangersboth  to  that  black  tin£lure  of  ikin  and  crifpneTs; 
of  hair.     However,  in  other  refpefts  they  are  •  well  fliaped, 
robuft,  and  healthy,  and  more  fprightly  and  docile  thajl 
thofe  of  ^iha,  Mgrnbafo,  and  Melinda.   They  delight  much 
in  war,  which  they  prdfer  to  the  dull  and  low  way  of  living  by 
traffic.  As  for  the  lower  clafs,  they  are  commonly  brought  up 
to  diving ;  and  are  fo  dexterous  at  it,  that  their  chief  buftnefs  \% 
to  fetch  fand  or  mud  from  the  bottom  of  rivers,  pon4s,  and 
lak«s,  and  to  levigate  the  gold  that  is  mixed  with  it  more  «* 
lefs,  which  they  afterwards  exchange  wit!h  the  Portuguefe 
for  cotton  and  other  cloths,  and  variety  of  other  merchaa- 
dizes  and  trinkets,  which  they  bring  thither  from  India  aadf 
Europ^^  as  they  are  clofely  ihut  up  from  all  commerce  with 
any  other  coafters  *.   ......  *  - 

THEiRchief  food  is  the  flefli  of  oxen  and  elephants,  fajted  Their  ff^i 
and  dried  fifh,  and  a  great  variety ,  of  fruits.  Amongft  «WVri>i 
thef&  laft  there  is  one  called.  Cafaema,.  not  unlike  an  n,^- all  highly 
pie,  v^-fweet  to  the  tafte^  and  of  a  lively  fviolet  colour.;  Z^'/***^ 
.but  -fo  pernicious  inits.effeflis,  when  eaten  in  too  great  a* 

Suantity,  that  it  ne^Q^  faiIs;o£  caufing  viojent  dyfenteries  ai^ 
body.  flux€s._.jThgff  Jb^ead,  is  mad^.ofxice  or  .millet, 
"baked  Into  thin  cakes,  and  their  drink. four, milk,  and  <m1  of 
.^iefaman,  or  Turkey.  \^h^  .  .The  richer  lort  have  fome         •   i^ 
.ftrang-fgrtq  rfli^uorsfliade  of  honey,  milletj^nd  rice,  and^of    . 
'  fome  kinds  ot  fruits.     They  have,  among  others  of  this  fort, 
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the  palin*wlnc,  which  is  cftecmed  a  royal  liquor,  and  drank 
much  at  court.  This  wine,  \<rhich  is  drawn  frdmthe  palm- 
tree  by  incifion,  is  like  the  hydromcl,  and  preferveAhere, 
as  in  other  parts  of  Ethiopia,  In  vefTels  irlade  of  horn,  curi* 
oufly  Mrrought ;  but  the  former  is  commonly  mixed  with 
manna,  ambergrife,  muflc,  and  other  fuch  high-fcented  per- 
fumes, of  which  the  courtiers  and  better  fort  of  people  are 
very  fond,  not  only  in  their  meit  and  drink,  but  in  their 
Tit  iing  apartments,  walks,  ifc.  infomuch  that  we  are  told  the  empe- 
'  §xpetij!<v$  ror  confumes  daily  as  much  of  thefe  forts  of  perfumes  as  is 
im  ii.  equivalent  to  two  pounds  weight  of  gold.  All  his  flambeaux, 
which  arc  burned  before  him,  are  perfumed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner ;  and  when  he  goes  abroad  ne  is  generally  carried  in  a 
(lately  fedan  or  chair,  borne  by  four  perfons  of  quality,  and 
under  a  magnificent  canopy,  richly  embroidered,  and  bc- 
fpanglcd  with  pearls  and  precious  flones ;  if  the  weather 
happens  to  be  cloudy  or  miftj',  four  of  thofe  lighted  torches 
arc  carried  before  him,  to  Clear  and  perfume  the  air  '*  The 
princeflcs  and  ladies  of  the  higheft  rank  always  drefs  his 
viftuals,  bring  and  fer%'e  it  at  his  table,  and  they  take 
that  office  by  turns,  as  do  aUb  his  muficians  ;  W  thefe 
laft,  before  they  come  into  his  prefcnce,  are  obliged  to  be 
hood-wnkcd,  or  have  a  veil  before  their  face,  to  prevent 
their  feeing  him  either  cat  or  drink  «.  All  the  women  in 
general,  whe'ther  of  quality  or  meaner  rank,  are  fond  of  per- 
forming  the  fame  duty  to  their  hulbands  and  families. 
Drtfs  of  T^^^  Monomotapans  go  naked  almoft  as  low  as  the  girdle, 
tbt  people,  ^^^  fr^^  thence  downwards  are  covered  with  a  piece  of 
doth  of  various  colours,  and  drefs  more  or  lefs  richly  accord- 
ing to  their  rank  or  drcumftances.  That  of  the  common 
people  is  of  dyed  cotton ;  but  that  of  perfons  of  quality  is 
rf  India  filks,  or  of  cotton  embroidered  with  gold,  over 
which  they  commonly  wear  a  lion's  or  fome  other  wild  beaft's 
(kin,  with  the  tail  hanging  behind,  and  trailing  on  the  ground. 
When  they  go  into  the  country,  they  commonly  cover  their 
private  parts  with  the  rind  of  a  calebaffio,  to  prevent  thdr 
,  being  annoyed  with  the  (tings  of  venomous  iniedls  :  in  other 
refpefts  young  men  and  maids  go  naked,  except  a  bit  of  doth 
with  which  they  cover  their,  middle  :  but  after  thefe  are  mar- 
ried, and  have  children,  they  cover  dieir  breafli  and  all  thio 
reft  of  their  bodies  "*.  * 
Pofygamj  The  men  are  allowed  to  marry  as  many  wives  as  they 
mUo^ved.   -pleafc,  or  as  th^ycan  maintain;  but  the  firft  is  always 
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looked  upon  as  the  chief  aad  miAreis,  and  her  children  at 
the  father's  heirs,  whilft  the  reft  are  only  deemed  as  fer*' 
vants.  The  lung  or  empfror  is  faid  to  hare  above  a  thoofaod  <rbekb^U 
vires,  and  all  of  them  the  daughters  of  fome  of  his  vaffid  4^aft  ftuw 
princes  ;  hot  the  firft  is  the  only  one  who  hath  the  titfe  and  ier  of 
honours  of  a  queen.    He  never  alters  his  drefs,  but  gocswiwi. 
attired  in  the  fame  manner  that  his  anccftoiis  did,  neither  al-  ^"  drtfs 
lows  he  h^mfelf,  or  any  of  his  wives  or  family,  to  wear  any  ^firtkd^ 
doaths  tlmtare  manufaAured  out  of  his  dominicms,  for  fear 
they  ftionld  have  fome  poifon  or  charm  concealed  in  them. 
His  ufual  drefs  is  a  kind  of  long  veft  or  caflbck,  which  goes 
down*  to  his  knees ;  then  crofTmg  between  his  legs,  is  again 
tucked  up  under  his  girdle.     He  wears  alfo  a  ftately  bro- 
caded mantle,  waving  over  his  (houldcrs,  and  bulkins  on  his 
1^,  richly  wrought  and  embroidered  with  gold,  pearls,  <5rr. 
His  neck  is  adorned  with  a  magnificent  karkanet  or  collar, 
enriched  with  diamonds,  rubies,  emeralds,  and  other  precious^ 
fiones,  and  going  feveral  times  round,  one  under  the  other, 
down  below  his  breaft.    Of  the  fame  rich  materials  is  the 
hatband  which  goes  round  his  turban  ^         *  ' 

Whenever  he  goes  abroad,  which  is  either  in  his  fedan  RaiMm, 
or  palanquin  already  defcribed,  or  mounted  on  an  elephant  «;is^i» 
or  an  Alfingo  (B),  he  is  always  attended  with  a  vaft  retinue  ;0«f 
foefides  his  own  guards,  and  band  of  muficians.  On  thefe  occa-  ^romL    ' 
iions,  beiides  his  other  regalia,  he  afieAs  to  wear  hanging  at 
his  ilde  a  fmall  fpade,  with  an  ivory  handle,  and  an  arr<$w  in 
each  hand.    Tbe£s  he  calls  the  enfigns  or  badges  of  his  roy- 
alty.    The  fpade  is  the  emblem  of  induftry,  intimating  that 
his  fubjej^s  ought  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  e^Aual  culti^ 
vating  of  their  lands,  left  the  nejgleftof  it  once  reducing  them 
to  indigence,  they  ihould  be  tdnpt^d  to  pilfier  and  fteal  :  otk 
which  account  one  of  the  arrows  in  his  hand  points  out  to 
tliem  his  power  and  duty  to  puniih  fuch,  as  well  as  all  pthcf 

I  Marmol,  Sanvt,  Ramps.  &  ^1.  &p«citat. 

(B)   The  Alfingo,  as  hath  jcas  will,  after  they  have,  with 

been  hinted  already,  is  a  kind  ereatdifBcalty  and  danger,  beeii 

joffiag,  bur  of  an  extraordinary  broken  to  the  bic  and  (addle; 

^ze,  Ifrength,  ap4  fpeed,  yet  fo  bat  examples  of  this  are  rare  i 

wild  that  th.ere  are  bat  feiy,  ef-  an4»  M  horfes  are  no  lefs  fo, 

pecially  monarcfhs,  who    darp  the  Afoff(^9O0/tf/tf«  emperors  chafe 

venture    themfelves    on    (heir  the  fnpft  fafe  and  noble  bead  tp 

)>acks  ;  tfao'  fome  of  their  f^b.  ride  on  ;  miz,  the  elephant  (2). 
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csimesy  as  bjr  the  odier  he  is  reprcfelited  «8  the  protcftdr  and 
'     defend^  of  hUfeopk  from  all  fdre^invafions^    Onocca- 
^  ,       •  Bqo»  of  their  going  abroad  in  this  pnblic  manner,  whether  to 
.•    .        ^jtar  or  diverfiony  ortotifit  his  dominions,  his  fnbjeds,  who 
pay  Jum  themcft  {>rofoQiid  homage  and  fefpeA,  never  fail  of 
appearing  in  crouds  to  wifii  him  all  imaginable  fnctefs  and 
prpiperity  \  atui  facrifice,  at  pr(q)er  diftances  on  the  road 
S0cri/tij.  through  which  he  pafles,  a  deer,  or  fome  other  viciim ;  orer 
.whichy  whilft  the  beaft.  he  rides  on  goes,  their  angnrs,  who 
always  aflift  on  fuch  occafions,  obferve  carefully  the  motions 
of  the  liver,  heart,  6c.  of  the  dying  creattirr,  and  from  thence 
proclaim  his  enterprife  or  journey  foccefsful  or  otherwife ;  if 
the  former,  they  fill  the  air  with  £bouts  and  acclamations,  and 
fapirjif'    if  the  latter,  with  doleful  founds  ;  and  it  is  feldom  that  any 
#im.         <^  thofe  monarchs  wiU  proceed  farther  on  their  journey  or 
4^gn,  whenever  tfaefe  pretended  conjurers  periift  in  giving  it 
a  iinifter  afped. 
Cnmi  They  are  however  lefe  IJaHe  either  to  revolts  from  untfain 

number  9f  aanoi^ft  the  j^eit  nuntber  of  their  tributary  princes,  or  of 
trthuta-  invafions  from  without,  as  they  keep  confbintly  a  numerous 
^'";  ftanding  artny,  even,  when  tat  peace  with  all  the  ncighbour- 

rj^     ^  .^ing  nations,  which  iiccures  them  againft  the  latter ;  and  oblige 
ttf/-^'        all  the  fons  of  their  vaflals  and  tributaries  to  be  educated  under 
'*  ^'       their  eye,  and  with  their  own  family,  where  they  are  taught 
^eir  duty  and  loyalty  to  them,  and  are  kept  as  hofbiges  c^ 
j^ei^  parents  fidelity.  To  diis  double  policy  they  add  a  third, 
wi  no  lels  fuccefeful  maxim,  which  is,  to  fend  once  a  year 
their  ambafTadors. to  aU  the  grandees  who  are  vadals  to  their 
crown,  to  give  them  what  is  flyled  amongfl  them  the  new 
£re.    No  fooper  do  thefe  ambaf&tdors  arrive  at  the  court  of  a 
>aflal,. than,  they  order  them,  in  the  empoxir's  name,  to  put  out 
.their  fire,  on  pain  of  being  declared  rebels  and  traitors ;  which 
■^eing  complied  with,  they  come  and  Bght  it  afre{h  at  that 
which  the  ambafladors  bring  with  them  for  that  purpofe. 
Should  any  tributary  refufe  to  conform  to  this  Order,  war  is 
immediately  declared  agalnfl  him,  and  military  execution  is 
put  in  force  againft  him  with  the  qtmoft  feverity  '•         • 
Behved    '    AijfD  as  they  are  thus  careful  to  keep  all  their  vaflals  withifi 
p  his/ub'xhtk  due  obedience,  fo  are  they  no  le^foUicitous  to  preferve 
^#i»         the  affeft,ions  of  their  fubjefts«by  aftsof  kindnefs  and  be- 
nignity.    They  exaft  no  taxes  or  tribute  from  them,  but 
fpme  finally  and  inconfiderable  'fre^-glft  or  prefent,  and  that 
chiefly  when  they  apply  to  them  for  jufticc,  or  fome  other  fa- 
ciei, ibid.  vy.  &0j50iiio,  lib,  iv,  f  Mab:m#^.  OsoR. 

VQur; 


vour  I  becsiufe  that  is  efteemed  ft  mark  of  refpeft  ffoln  an  m* 
£erior  to  a  {uperioTi  whenevter  th^  aj^oach  tfacm.*^  The 
fame  thing  isobferved  by  the  merchants,  who,  at  their  fairs^ 
or  other  places  of  iale,  commonly  preftnt -hito  with  fome  of 
tKeir  war^,  not  by  compulfion,  but  of  their  own  accord  ; 
^d  if  any  neglect  that  fmall  homage  to  him,  their  only  pa- 
piOiment  is,  that  they  rauA  not  dare  to  appear  before  him, 
which  is  reckoned  a  great  mortifijCation  and  mark  of  con* 
tempt  amongfl  them«  This  fingular  indulgence  itiakes  them 
look  upon  themfelves  as  a  free  people,  and  by  far  niore 
happy  under  fuch  a  prince  than  any  other  African  nation 
under  theirs  ;  and  fuch  is  th^  affi^ftionate  regard  for  him^ 
that  whenever  he  drinks,  fneezes,.or  coughs,  one  of  the  no* 
bles  in  the  prefence,  cries  aloud,  "  Pray  for  the  health  and 
"  profperity  of  the  emperor :"  upon  which  not  only  the 
place  where  he  is,  but  as  far  oxa  all  fides  as  thdr  fhouts  cai| 
be  propagated  and  heard,  is  filled  with  acclamations  of  joy 
and  good  wifhes  for  him  ^.  If  he  at  any  time  doth  fumtaioii 
them  to  labour  either  at  the  gold  mines,  or  for  any  other  fcr* 
vice,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  he  hever  fails  of  fending  them 
cows  and  other  provifions,  which  makes  them  eom«  with  t 

greater  readinefs  to  his  work.  '^    \ 

His  minifters  and  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  as  well 
as  his  foldioy,  who  fubfift  by  his  pay,  are  indeed  obliged,  in** 
(lead  of  taxes,  to  pay  him  a  kind  of  fenrice  kA  feven  days  iQ 
•every  month«  either  in  cultivating  his  grounds,  or  any  othor 
work  he  thinks  fit  to  employ  them  in;  and  the  lords  and  ' 
nobles  of  the  ki^gdpm  ar^  likewife  bound  to  the  fame  fer- 
vice  when  req»ir^d,unlefs  exempted  from  it  by  fpmeparticu-  * 
Jar  privilege  granted  to  their  family  or  office. 

All  lawrluits  and  contefts  may  be  brought  before  him  by  Lasoo^foiti 
appeal,  and  the  former  judgments  be  dther  confirmed  or  ^n-  ^fow  de- 
nulled  by  his  authority.    He  hath  no  goals  nor  prifons  In  his  t€rmin$4^ 
dominions,  becaufe  every  tryal  i$  fummarily  determined,  ei- 
ther according  to  the  report  of  the  parties,  or  the  evidence  of 
the  witnefTes,  and  every  crime  punifiied  immediately  after 
conviftiour    If  the  complaint  c^  crime  be  of  fuch  a  nature^! 
that  it  cannot  be  fo  quickly  adjudged,  and  there  be  any  dan- 
ger of  the  perfon  dccufed  making  hisefcape,  he  is  ordered  tc^ ' 
pe  tied  to  a  tree,  and  a  guard  is  fet  over  him  till  he  is  either 
abfolved  or  condemned ;  if  the  latter,  the  fentencc  is  imme?. 
diately  executed  in  the  open  field,  whether  it  be  corporal  or 
capitad  puniihment ;  the  former  is  commonly  a  more  or  lef^ 
f^vcre  drubbing  with  a  knotted  cord,  according  to  the  a?  , 
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mre  of  th^  crinse,  or  the  favour  of  the  prince,  as  it  is  not 
reckoned  ignominious  among  thcm^  though  loflidtedoa  a  no- 
bleman. 
Witntffes       If  any  contraft  or  doubt  happens  between  the  wltnefTes, 
honu         one  of  them  is  obliged  to  take  a  piece  erf"  the  bark  of  a  certain 
ftfrgtd.      tree  into  his  mouth,  and  to  chew  it  into  a  powder,  v4iich  is 
then  thrown  into  fome  water,  and  given  to  the  other  to 
drink.    If  it  fiays  with  him  he  is  abiblved,  if  not  he  is  con* 
demned.    In  the  former  cafe  however,  he  that  gaVe  the  wa- 
ter hath  ftill  one  way  left  to  clear  hinrfelf,  by  drinking  fome 
of  it,  and  if  it  ftays  with  him  alfo,  the  law-fuit  is  left  unde- 
termined, and  an  end  put  to  it ».    He  exafh  no  fervile  pro- 
firations  from  his  fubje£ls,  as  the  eaftem  monarchs  ufually 
do  from  thofe  who  come  into  his  prefence,  but  obliges  them 
ail  to  a  fitting  pofture  (C),  except  the  Arabians  and  ?ortU' 
guefe,  together  with  fome  few  favourites,  who  are  allowed 
the  privilege  of  ftanding  before  him,  which  is  efteemed  one 
of  the  g^<sateft  marks  erf"  his£ivour  ;  the  next  to  which  is  that 
of  having  the  liberty  of  fitting  upon  a  carpet,  at  their  own 
homes ;  and  a  third  they  add  of  having  doors  to  their  hou&s 
FrMUfis  ^  apartments.    All  which,  but  chiefly  the  laft,  only  belong  to 
inpftedto  the  grandees  of  the  empire,  therefl  thinking  themfelves  fecure 
fuh/iu       enough  under  the  proteAion  of  their  prince,  and  is  only 
granted  to  fuch  grandees  as  a  mark  of  honour  and  dif^indion. 
If  any  other  pre-eminence  they  have,  it  ismoreon  account  of  the 
largef^efs  than  therichnefs  of  the  materials,  or  elegance  of  their 
fh-udlurcs,  they  being  all  built  of  wood,  and  thatched  with 
leaves  or  reeds,  and  are  round  on  the  top,  like  a  bell  or  cupola  ^. 
Cafit^         The  metropolis  of  this  empire  is  called  Benematapa,  or  Ba- 
d^fribid.  jiamatapay  and  by*  Le  Blanc  and  others  Medr^gan  p.  It  is  a  fpa- 
cious  city,  fi  tuate  about  fix  days  journey  from  an  ancient  palace 
named  ^iwzA^r^j,  and  about  ao  miles  wefb  oiSofala.  Thehoufe 
are  neat,  and  more  or  lefs  high  and  lofty,  according  to  the 
rank  of  the  owners.  They  are  mpftly  white-wafhed  wiUunand 

»  MATiM0L,lib.uf.  c.  32.  •  Id.  ibid.  P  U 

Blanc  Worki  Surveyed,  par^i.  c.  6.  Dapper,  Sc  aU 

(C)  As  perhaps  th^  lefs  dsin-  which  the  Perjian    and  ftthcr 

gerous  to  his  perfon,  becaufe  eaftern  monarchs  exa£led  from 

jnen  in  that  pofture   are  lefs  thofe  who  approached  thexDi  to 

able  either  to  offend,  or  to  de*  have  their  hands  mufiled  up  in 

fend  themfelves  5   whilft  at  the  their  ilecves,    and  to  remain 

fame  time  it  carries  the  appear-  proftratc  on  the  ground  all  the 

ance  of  an  uncommon  conde-  time  they  cxmtihued  in  th^if 

fcenfion   and  confidence,  very  prefei^oe. 


unlike  the  (late  and  grandeur 


without, 
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i;rithout>  and  adorned  with  beautiful  cloths  of  cotton,  fine*  • 
ly  wrought  or  dyed,  which  make  the  moft  confiderable  part 
of  their  furniture.     But  the  greateft  ornament  of  the  city  is  ^^    .   . 
the  imperial  palace,  which  is  a  largd  fpacious  fabric,  though  of^^Jf  * 
wood,  well  flanked  with  towers,  and  .with  four  avenues  otp^^^^ 
(lately  gates,  coqilantly  kept  by  a  numerous  guard.     The  in- 
iidc  confifts  of  a  great  variety  of  fumptuous  apartments,  ^.icbfitf^ 
fpacious  and  lofty  halls,  all  adorned  with  a  magniii^ent  kind  niturt* 
of  cottoi^  tapeftry,  the  manufafture  of  the  country,  wherein 
the  beauty  and  liyelinefs  of  the  colours  greatly  raife  the 
value  of  them  above  that  of  the  gold  with  which  they  arc 
cmbeliiflied.     The  floors,  ceilings,  beams,  and  rafters,  are  all 
either  gilt  or  plated  with  gold,  curioufly  wrought,  as  are  alfo 
the  chairs  of  ftate,  tables,  benches,  ifc.  and  all  beautifully 
cnamelledf  or  curioufly  painted,  if  we  may  credit  fome  tra* 
yellers  **  and  geographers.  They  ufe  candleftickiand  branches 
of  ivory  inlaid  with  gold,  and  hanging  from  the  ceiling  by 
cluuns  of  the  fame  metal,  or  of  filver  gilt,  and  every  thing 
dfe  anfwerable  to  them.     The  flambeaux,  which  are  lighted 
in  them,  are  all  perfumed  with  every  coftly  odour,  with  the 
fame  profufion.    The  emperor  is  ferved  at  table  upon  the  <ri    *-^-. 
knee,  and  the  diflies  tafted,  not  before  he  eats  of  them,  but  i,^^/^^ 
after  they  are  taken  away.     He  is  commonly  attended  at  gi: 
fuch  times  by  a  great  number  of  officers,  who  keep  a  mofl:  pro- 
found fllence.     The  plates,  difl\es,  and  bowls,  belonging  to 
his  table  are  of  a  fort  of  porcelane,  curioufly  wrought  around 
with  fprigsof  gold,  refembling  thofe  of  coral ;  but  Whether 
manufa6lured  In  his  dominions^  or  brought  from  India^  we 
are  not  told. 

The  Jadies  of  the  court  are  faid  to  make  a  moft  gallant  ^  .,,. 
figure,  and  to  go  richly  clad,  though  in  the  manufafture  of        ' 
the  country.     The  fame  we  may  fuppofe  of  the  fons  of  all  ^^*^  * 
the  tributary  princes,  who  are  here  lirought  up  under  the 
king's  eye,  and  mufl  be  fuppofed  to  make  the  nobleft  figure 
they.  can.     They  have  colleges  and  academies  appropriated 
to  their  education,  and  at  his  charge.     Thefe,  joined  to  the 
retinue  and  equipages,    and  the  great  number  of  oflicers 
civil  and  military,  who  are  obliged  to  attend  on  the  courts 
may  likewife  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  make  no  inconflde- 
rable  addition  to  the  brilliancy  of  it,  as  well  as  the  opulence 
and  fplendor  of  that  great  metropolis  \ 

The  emprefs,  as  well  as  fuch  and  as  many  of  his  other 
^  wives  as  the  emperor  invites,  are  always  glad  when  the  time 

'  Lb  Blakc,  ubi  fop.  Davitv,  &  aU  *  Sasut,  Od. 

Bax.bos.  Lb  Blanc,  Davity,  &  al. 
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VhitM'     comes  CO  accompany  him  into  the  countrj,  toaffift  at  the 
frefsfri'    gathering  of  his  h^irveft  ;  and  if  he  be  hindered  by  war  or 
fidtitvtr  otherMTife,  (he  takes  the  whole  care  of  it  upm  herfdfy  aad 
^^^^J"'     affigns  to  the  other  wives  their  feveral  talks  undor  her ;  viz. 
^^'T.      ^oov«*J<x*  a  certain  number  of  thofc  foldicrs  or  other  fub* 
•  /<^^<*     j^^g  I jj^^  j^j.^  employed  in  that  work.    Thcfe  ar«  obtiged,  as 
was  lately  obferved,  to  pay  htm  the  fenrice  of  fevea  days  ia 
thirty,  and  to  bring  their  own  provifions  with  them,  but  aiv 
neverthelefs  commonly  fupplied,  over  and  above,  with  cows, 
fheep,  and  other  eatables,  by  his  fpecial  bounty,  efpecia%  ; 
whenever  he  is  prefent  *^.    And  as  he  is  always  accompanied  \ 
with  a  numerous  band  of  muficians,  jefters-,  and  bufibons,  j 
each  under  their  own  captain  or  mafter  of  the  reTels,  the  ' 
evening,  and  titn  the  whole  night,  is  entertained  either  -with  ; 
the  ffiufic  of  the  one,  or  the  fongs,  jefts,  and  buffoonries  of  | 
Thwe-    the  other.    And  this  paftime,  we  are  told  by  fome  autboriy 
menn)irj    is  not  onlyufual  in  the  country,  and  upon  thefe  joyful  occa* 
refpia/ul'  fjons,  but  lafts  moft  of  the  year  wherc-ever  the  court  is,  whe- 
^f  treated,  ^j^gj.  jjj  ^^  capital  or  out  (^  it  f.    Wd  muft,  however,  ob- 
ferve  here,  with  refpe£l  to  the  female  part  of  it,  of  what  rank 
foever,  that  they  are,  every- where  through  this  empire,  treat- 
ed \idth  the  utmoft  refpe^  and  decency ;  infomudh,  that  \i 
even  a  prince  of  the  blood  meets  a  woman  of  ever  fo  mean  a 
rank  in  his  way,  he  dares  take  no  other  nodce  of  her  than  ao  • 
give  her  the  upperhand,  and  pafs  by  her  with  a  civil  bov^u 
Otier  a-       Other  cities  c^  note,  though  not  conliderable  enough  to 
ties,  deferve  a  defcription,  are  ZimtaSy  aL  ZimbaoSy  in  the  ncig^- 

Zinbas.  bourhood  of  Sffala,  and  fuppofed  to  have  fomc  relation  wirii 
the  JgafimbA  of  Ptolomy,  as  that  word  fignifies  properly,  a 
palace  or  caftle,  of  which  there  are  feveral  antient  ones,  pfb- 
bably  to  guard  Che  gold  mines  ;  fo  that  j^gajtmba  might  thea 
properly  fignify  the  region  or  country  ofcaftlesor  palaoes* 
The  relation  publiflied  of  this  country  by  the  Jefuits,  an. 
f  624,  mentions  another  city  in  this  country  named  ?>&,  where 
that  focicty  hafh  the  college  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  for  their  refi- 
'  dence.  Sena^  inhabited  chiefly  by  Portuguefe^  and  one  of 
their  chief  fairs,  as  the  Cuama  is  navigable  up  to  it,  and  to 
that  of  Tele  laft  mentioned,  which  is  anothef  of  dieir  colo- 
nies §.  We  might  add  that  kA  Tumbaroy  aad  fi>me  others  of 
lefs  note,  but  of  which  they  give  no  particular  account. 

Besides  thefe  and  other  provinces  andkii^oms,  tiibt* 
tary  to  the  Monomotapan  empire,  we  are  told  of  a  proi^bce  or 

*  Od.  Barbos.  Marmol,  Davxty,  PtJtcH.   Relat.  of  the 
Wodd,  lib.  Vii.  c.  8.  t  Pvrchas.  ubi.fap.  &  al.  fu]^.  cittt. 

.t  Id.  ibid,  J  Far  I A  v  Sous  A  Voyag.  &  aL  fnp.  eitat. 
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^Kftrifb,  appropriated  by  the  kliig  for  a  {tx.  of  femtle  ti^arrlort^ 
Id  all  refpefh  like  tlie  ancient  /Snazons  vre  hare  fpokeor  ef  in  Jpro* 
oar  ancient  hiiftory »,  and  oWcrving  the  ftme  way  of  living.  v/>r«  /*• 
Thcfe  are  fiid  to  be  fcated  ih  a  feparate  kingdom,  on  the  cpn-  ^^^^^'^^  h 
fines  of  thofc  of  Damot  and  Gtirag9,  belonging  to  xSai  Mijjinu  ^^^'^^^% 
in  empire  *•    And  feme  add^that  the  kings  of  Mcnomotafa 
pFckr  them  in  their  ttrarsto  thdr  own  ftanding  troop$.  Many 
more  wonderful  things  they  tell  tts  concerning  their  way  dt 
^ngf  fightings  wounding  and  killing  in  their  pretended 
flight,  thatwefliouIdbelothtovoQch  for,  as  well  as  abTd^tely 
to  deny  the  real  exigence  of  fuch  martial  viragoes,  againi^  ihi 
eiridence  of  fd  many,  otherwifc  credible,  authors ".  The  rea* 
der  is  at  liberty  to  judge  as  he  pleafes. 

We  have  already  hinted,  on  another  occafion,  tliat  the  em^ 
peror  maintains  a  numerous  army  conftantly  on  foot,  for  he 
hath  no  cavalry,  there  being  but  few  horfes,  if  any,  in  his 
domiaions,  at  leail  fit  for  that  purpofe*    Whenever  he  goe^  'tvl^  at^g 
to  War,  either  againft  an  invading  enemy,  dr  revolted  va^,  t^toftbi 
thofe  heroines  always  make  one  part  of  it,  as  well  as  of  his  ^'/'^w- 
|;uard«    They  are  armed  and  clothed  Bkc  the  men ;  their  *^  ^ 
.  weftpcttis  are  the  bow  and  arrows,  the  javelin,  fcimctcr,  cut-  ^•*^^* 
)aoe,  and  dagger^  and  fome  of  them  ufe  alfb  the  hatchet,  very  tj^y^y 
keen  and  Kghc,  ah  which  they  handle  with  great  dexterity,  be-  ^wtttp^;   " 
tug  trained  up  to  it  from  their  tender  years,  and  frequently  '^ 

exerdfed  in  them.  Where*ever  the  emperor  incamps,  they 
tat  for  him  a  large  wooden  houfe,  in  which  a  fire  muft  be 
Cscmllantly  kept  burning,  left  fome  conjuring  fpell  againfl  him 
Ihould  be  concealed  under  the  a(hcs^.  He  takes  fuch  of 
his  wives  with  him  as  he  likes  beft ;  and,  befides  his  Amaz^ 
nian  life-guard,  is  always  efcortcd  by  200  large  maftiifFs,  at 
the  more  trufty  animal  of  the  two,  and  in  lefs  danger  of  be* 
tog  bribed.  In  what  order  and  manner  his  army  marches, 
incamps,  attacks^  and  fights,  we  are  not  told  ;  only  that  nei^^ 
Ihcr  he  nor  any  of  his  foldiery  are  permitted  to  wafli  hands  or 
hce,  till  they  have  gained  a  complete  viftory  :  after  which  Spoilj  0/ 
the  fpoU  Is  divided  between  him,  his  officers,  and  common  nvar  honm 
fddiers  *•  di'oidid* 

The  principal  officers  of  his  count,  are  the  Ningamejhd^  Principal 
(ir  governor  of  the  kingdom  (a  kind  of  grand  vizier,  or  prime^r/r/  rf 
Itunifter),  the  Moktrnt^^^  or  captain-general,  the  Amhuyay  or  Jian. 
lord  high«fteward,  to  whom,  among  other  privileges,  belongt 

•  Univ,  Hi*,  vol.  vi.  p.  57,  &fcq,  *  SAVt7T,Iib.  ii.  Da- 
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that  of  naming  a  neyr  emprefs  wbea  the  old  one  dies,  butflie  \ 
muft  be  either  one  of  the  fifter$  or  near  relations  of  the  em-'  ; 
pcror*     The  Jnhantore,  or  captain  of  the  band  of  muficians^ 
Vfho  has  a  great  number  of  them  under  him,  and  is  himfelf  a  I 
great  lord.     The  Nurakao,  or  captain  of  the  vanguard.   The  | 
Bykurumo^  which  fignifies  the  kings  right  hand.     The  Mo- 
gandot  or  chief  augur  or  conjurer.     The  Nelamie,  or  keeper  \ 
of  the  king's  pharmacy,  ointments,  and  other  utenfils  and  in-  : 
gredients  ufed  by  the  augur.     The  Nehono,  or  chief  porter 
of  the  palace.    AU  tbefe  are  ftyled  lords,  as  well  as  the  two 
chief  cooks  belonging  to  his  majefty,  whd  are  commonly  his 
rtlations ;  and  the  under  cooks,  who  are  alfo  men  of  quality. 
None  of  thefe  muft  be  above  20  years  of  age,  for  till  then 
they  are  fuppdfed  to  have  been  free  from  carnal  commerce 
•with  women ;  and  if  any  have,  they  are  feverely  punifiied,  A$ 
ibon  as  they  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty,  they  are  preferred 
togreater  employments ;  thofe  within  doorsare governed  by  a  . 
captain,  as  are  Ukewife  thofe  without,  much  of  the  famena* 
ture  as  were  formerly  xhe,  Alcalde  de  los  Donzelos  ^. 
Chief  Among  the  many  wives  belonging  to  the  king,  there  arc 

nui<veSf      ^^^  ^^^  are  immediately  next  to  the  emprefs,  and  enjo;  , 
their  rg'-    fome  confiderable  employment  at  court.     The  firfi  oi.  them  is  1 
n)€nu£  and  ftyled  Mazarira^  or  mother  of  the  Pcrtugue/e^  who  follicits  | 
i^loy,       their  affairs  with  his  majefty,  and  is  gratified  with  large  pre* 
fents  for  it  by  thofe  fervants  of  hers  who  commonly  accompa- 
ny his  envoys  to  them.     The  next  is  the  Inahanda^  who  per-  j 
forms  the  (ame  office  in  favour  of  the  Moors.     The  third  is  \ 
the  Nabdiza^  who  lives  in  the  fame  apartment  with  hinv  j 
The  other  fix  have  likcwife  their  refpeftive  titles,  employ-  | 
^ents,  and  apartments,  and  all  of  them  their  feveral  revenues 
arifing  from  the  refpe£live  kingdoms  allotted  to  them,  and 
fufficient  to  enable  thecd  to  live  in  great  fiate,  and  to  keep  a  fe- 
parate  court ;  and  as  foon  as  one  of  them  dies,  another  out  of 
the  next  rank,  is  named  to  fucceed  to  her  title,  place,  and  ia- 
.    .  come.    All  tbefe  have  likewife  a  great  number  of  women  to 
attend  them,  as  the  king  often  goes  to  or  fends  for  them; if 
he  fees  any  of  thefe  that  pleafe  him,  he  makes  no  fcruple  of . 
taking  them  to  his  bed*.        ^  , 

The  prince,  as  well  as  the  fubjefts  of  this  vaft  empire,  a^f 
generally  heathen  ;  though  neither  polytheifts,  idolaters,  nor 
given  to  fuch  bloody  and  deteftable  fuperftitions  as.  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Caffers  are,  which  are  here  held  in 
abhorrence,  and  feverely  puniihed  where-ever  any  fuch  thing 
is  found.     They  acknowlege  a,  Supreme  Being,  Creator,  and 

y  PiCAPET.  Congo,  p.  192,  &  fcij.  *  Id,  ihid. .  ♦ 
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Governor  of  the  univerfe,  and  accordingly  they  Ayle  hfan 

Mazira  and  Attuno^  terms  equivalent  to  thofe  two  attributes. 

They  pay  moreever,  we  are  told  %  a  iingular  veneration  to 

9,  certain  virgin  whom  they  call  M  Firoo,  and  have  temples 

and  nunneries  erefted  in  honour  of  her,  and  confine  their 

daughters  in  them^  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  their  neigh* 

iKKirs  die  ^AbiJjUnianSi  Greeks y  and  Romans  do,  to  perpetual  - 

celibacy;  but  whether  this  notion  of  theworihip  of  that  vir» 

gin  be  derived  from  .any  of  them,  or  hath  lome  other  origia 

yit  will  not  venture  to  afErm ;  only  thus  much  we  may 

iDbierve  from  fome  of  their  other  fuperftidous  rites,  fuch  as 

praying  to  and  for  the  dead,  preferving  and  paying  a  kind 

of  religious  regard  to  the  bone^  and  relics  of  their  deceafed 

parents,  children,  and  other  near  or  dear  friends  and  rela* 

tions,  keeping  Hated  anniverfaries  to  their  memory,  and  fom^e, 

others  of  a  lower  rank;  and  more  might  we  fiill  find,. were 

we  more  fully  acquainted  with  them ;  they  all  favour  fo  much . 

of  the  Jbiffinian  uiperftition,  that  it  is  not  unlikely  they  may 

have  been  formerly  made  profelytes  to  that  church,  whilft 

|he  country  was  fubje£l  or  tributary  to  its  emperors,  but 

have .  ilnce  fallen  away  from  the  one,  after  their  (baking  oS 

the  yoke  of  the  other.  However  that  be,  Pigafetta  taxes  them 

with  being  given  not  only  to  a  great  variety  of  fuperftitions, 

kut  to  fuch  magical  arts  and  praftices,  as  quite  eclipfe  the 

luftre  of,  their  belief  in  one  Supreme  Being  1>;  though  that 

.belief  is  no  fmall  preparative  dlfpoiition  to  their  being  made 

converts  to  Chriftianity. 

;    Accordingly  we  are  told,  that,  in  the  year  1560,  F.  Chriftta* 

fionzaUs  Silveyra,  a  Portuguefe  Jefuit,  had  the  good  fuccefs  nitj  intro* 

to  baptize  the  then  emperor  and  his  mother.     The  former  ^uced.  '  - 

of  them  by  the  name  of  Sebqftian,  in  honour  of  the  king  of 

Portugal,  and  the  latter  by  the  name  of  Mary,  in  hpnour  of  ^'f^ 

the  blefled  virgin.     Their  example  was  followed  by  above    ''**'  * 

300  noblemen  belonging  to. his  court,  and  quickly  after  by 

A  grea^numberof  the  greateft  lords  pf  the  empire.     But  if  Cruel ta 

we  may  believe  our  author,  who  was  of  the  fame  fraternity  %  ^,v  «». 

a  year  was  fcarcely  expired,  before  that  young  and  incon-  n)ert$r- 

Aant  prince  was  io  far  exaiperated  both  againA  his  new  reli-  * 

^ion  and  its  preacher,  by  fome  of  his  fiivourites,  who  were  *•— . 

Mohammedans,  and  reprcfented  the  Pcr/Mgi/^  Father  not  only 

^  a  dangerous  fpy,  but  a3  a  great  magician,  and  capable  by 

his  enchantments  to  overturn  his  whole  empire,  and  to  de-  ■ 

dftroy  the  lives  of  his  fubjefls,  as  to  caufe  him  to  be  murder* 

*  PiOAFBTA  Gongo,-Jib.  ir.  c.  8.  **  Ubi  fup«         ^  Jar3 
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ed  by  eignt  of  his  domeftics,  ^ilft  the  good  fether  was  tdt« 

ifig  his  reft,  and  to  order  his  body  to  be  thrown  into  tte 

mcxt  liter.    He  Bkewffe  caufed  fome  fifty  of  his  neophites, 

whom  hte  had  baptized  but  the  day  before,  to  undergo  the 

fame  fiite;  but  repenting  afterwards  of  fai$  raflmefs  asd  too 

His  fir-  ^    esify  credulity,  he  caufed  thofe  Mohammedans  to  be  puUid} 

^^^y^j*  execute  for  their  calumnies ;  of  which  the  Jefuits  of  Kochfk 

^fi£  ^*^^  °^  fooncrapprifed,  than  they  fent  two  of  their  fociety 

tw  7i'    ^  ^^^'  ^^^'  **y  reprefenting  to  him  the  infinite  beoefi 

jy^j/  '    which  they  did  to  the  world  by  their  preaching  and  con^ 

'     '        Terfions,  fo  far  ingratiated  themfelves  into  his  fatour,  that  h^ 

gave  them  at  once  the  full  liberty  of  propagating  thdr  reH^ 

tm,  and  to  his  fubjeAs  the  full  permiffion  of  embradng  it. 

King  of        Thbt  had  now  a  fair  profpeft  of  converting  the  whde 

Portugal'/ empire,  but  which  was  not  lone  after  obfcttred  again  by  "the 

ill'timed    indifcretion  of  Sebaftian  king  of  Portugal;  who,  inftcad  of 

pcffjitim.  0pnding  tWther  a  frefti  fupply  of  preachers  to  accelerate  the 

jgood  work,  equipped  a  new  fleet,  the  command  of  wbich  li^ 

gave  to  Don  Franctfco  Baretto,  with  order  to  enter  Monomote^ 

^  a  hoftile  manner,  and  to  revenge  the  death  of  the  hte  Fa^ 

ther  Silveyra  on  the  young  emperor  ;  and  this,  we  are  told, 

was  done  rather  at  the  earncft  foUicitations  of  that  Jcfuit'^ 

illuftrious  family,  as  well  as  of  a  great  luimbcr  of  grandees, 

than  out  of  any  inclination  that  prince  had  to  fall  cot  wdj 

the  Monomotapan  emperor.     This  proved  however,   a  very 

Ttnfnccefsful  expedition  both  to  the  admiral,  who  is  faid  t0 

197/  4^/wf-  ^^^'^  ^^^  ^^^"  off  in  that  war,  not  by  the  arms,  but  by  the 

ralt^funr  treachery,  of  the  Jrabs^  who  caufed  his  water  and  pravifioos 

^,  to  be  poifoned ;  and  to  the  greatcft  part  of  his  men,  who 

clicd  either  in  the  fame  manner,  or  by  the  ill  temperatorc  of 

•   the  climate.     This  b  all  the  account  we  have  given  us  of 

Comsmr^M  that  fatal  expedition ;  which,  our  authors  however  add,  did 

jmiconti"  pot  binder  the  P^Trft/^^  fettled  there  from  continuing  thdr 

9ued.         commerce  with  the  fubjefts  of  that  empire  with  the  fami^ 

freedom,  affiduity,  and  advantage,  that  they  had  done  bo» 

7^At*^f      icKz^..  Our  author  adds,  in  a  few  words,  that  the  Jcfmtt 

Jkccuded   ^^re  foon  after  fuccecded  in  that  miflion  by  fome  Dominicans, 

i^tbe  Oi'^honndcrtocA  the  convqrfion  of  thofe  heathens  (D),  with* 
^ma94.  ^^ 

<  jAaR.ublfbp.LACRoix,DAviT.DAPVEft,Iib.ii.e.tp.&ai, 

(D)  W«  muft  leave  it  to  t)i«  and  equally  coiMemad  fc^  Ac 

reader  to  make  his  own  remarks  credit  of   their    order,    hare 

mitbefe  fhort  detached  pieces  thoogBt  proper  eitiier  to  eoa* 

of  hiHory ,  where  our  authors,  ceal  or  |ialliat£  fitch  ttanladiaai 

who  are  of  the  fame  fra^eraitjr/  and  ^oncarring  circumflaiicc^ 


C ;«  the  BtK^  ^Monomots^ar;  ^fg^ 

out  telling  us  vkh  what  faccds,  which  probably  was  ^but 
fmlli  ibce  thefc  have  faid  fo  little  of  it ;  and  a  celebrated  tra« 
vdier,  who  was  there  about  the  year  15709  tells  us,  that  the 
tbia  ^mp^or,  who  had  by  that  tioie  reigned  47  y^s^  and 
was  in  all  refpeAs  a  prince  of  great  penetration,  vallour,  coa- 
dud,  and  juiHce,  and  aUnoft  adored  by  his  fubjefts  for  his 
^cceOeot  qualities,  Aill  profeiTcd  the  old  Monon^topan  religi-^ 
on  *.  However  that  be,  the  next  paragraph  wtU  plainly  (hew 
Aat  the  Portugmji  proved  more  fuccdsful  in  their  fecul^r 
afiairs,  in  enlarging  their  conquefts,  and  in  theincreafe  of 
their  wealth  and  ftrength  ;  by  which  means  the  Jefuits  got 
frefli  footing  and  credk  in  that  empire.     It  is  as  follows  ^ 

In  the  year  1604,  the  Monomsta^n  emperor  having  in-  Portu- 
lAted  the  P^rtuguefe  to  come  and  take  poifeffion  of  the  guefe/«/ 
ffiifies  which  he  had  yielded  to  them,  the.Fathers  Frmcefco  Gan-  in  fojfeffi- 
ai&a,  and  Pavh  Aleixe^  both  Jefuits,  were  appcrinted  to  ac-  tffim$ 
company  the  army  which  was  deftiaed  for  that  empire ;  from^^^^*'^* 
^ch  vaft  advanuges  were  expefted  to  be  reaped  by  both 

*  ViKctiiT  Lb  Blanc,  part  ii.  c.  6  &  7*  '  Jaeric,  ubi 

^.€•41.  Davity. 


as,  if  fairly  tojd,  would  be  like- 
ly to  impair,  if  not  ruin  it.  They 
seed  bat  confront  them  with 
vhat  hath  been  related  in  for* 
mer  volumes  of  their  boafted 
tonverfions  and  unchriftian  be- 
ItaTioar,  which  have  ended  in 
a  general  perfecution  and  total 
exturpattOA  of  them  and  their 
leii^n,  in  the  empires  of  Chi* 
M  and  Jaf^n^  in  the  kingdoms 
^Tong'JUngf  Kochin  China,  Si' 
M,  &c.  j:  and  more  recendy  in 
the  hiftory  of  AbiJJtnia^  as  well 
IS  what  we  (ball  have  occafion 
td  take  notice  of  in  thofe  of 
^g9f  Ahgolay  and  otho*  earts 
of  Africa,  to  be  enabled  to 
form  a  more  than  probable 
conjeftore  about  their  motives 
for  thus  curtailing  the  fortu- 
t^tfe  tran&^iont  ia  this  of  Mo- 
^motapa.  We  may  likewife 
conclude,  from  theirbeing  fuc- 
Cj^ecled  in  that  miifion  by  the 
Pominicans,  that  they  were  by 


that  time,  on  fome  account  or 
other,  become  either  obnoxious 
to  the  emperor  and  his  fubjeAs, 
or  that  their  proceedings  here, 
as  well  as  every-where  elfe» 
were  difpleafing  to  the  congre- 
gation ^  propaganda  fide^  at 
Romiy  which,  for  many  good 
reafons,  always  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  over  them,  and  feldom 
if  ever  failed  of  fending  other 
mifilonaries,  either  of  the  Oonu- 
nicans  or  fome  other  order,  t0 
be  a  check  over  them  ;  witnefs 
the  heavy  charge  and  gdevoua 
complaints  which  were  exhi* 
bited  againft  them  from  Cbina^ 
yapauy  and  other  parts,  and  tbeit 
being  frequently  recalled  from 
their  miflions,  and  other  orders; 
ient  in  dieir  ftead,  by  thatiiluf- 
trious  body,  notwhhftanding  the 
many  friends  they  have  in  it, 
and  thehr  Vaft  intcreft  both  in 
the  conclave  and  the   Roman 


court. 
2  S»  w/.  viii.  Gf  ix.  t^Jf*  ^^  ^fi^h  P*  1>  ^M  3<4l  &fig*&  aii^»  f^lT 

Gg  4  '    iides^ 
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fides,  the  emperor  confiding  iidely  in  the  Pwiuguefe  for  the 
reduAion  of  his  revolted  vaflals,  and  permitting  theoi  to  build 
fortrefles  where-ever  they  thought  tit,  and  even  near  his  courts 
in  order  to  their  being  nearer  at  hand  to  aflift  him  agaiuft  all 
emergencies. 
Wh  th§i  P^^^  thefefewhiftorical  fragments  which  we  have  been  able 
0€€punii  ^'^  gather  from  the  Portuguefe  writers,  and  from  what  we  have 
mrtfi  .  occafionally  obfervcd  in  the  laft  note,  the  reader  wiU  e^ly 
Jb^rt*  perceive  the  reafon  why  we  are  fo  much  in  the  dark,  con- 
cerning the  antiquity,  foundation,  and  regular  fucceifion  of  this 
opulent  and  extenfive  monarchy ;  though,  from  a  remarkable 
revolution  which  the  French  traveller  laft  quoted  hath  tranfinit- 
ted  to  us,  and  in  which  the  emperor  then  reigning  was  the  chief 
nflor,  it  appears  to  have  been  intailed  by  their  laws  in  the 
male  line,  and  might,  if  better  known  to  us,  have  f urniihed 
vs  in  all  likelihood  with  a  noble  feries  of  monarchs,  of  many 
illuftrious  reigns,  and  other  remarkable  particular^,  worthy 
a  curious  reader's  notice,  efpecially  if  they  bore  any  propor* 
tion  to  that  fignal  one  we  are  going  to  relate.  We  (hall  give 
it  as  near  as  poflible  in  the  author's  own  words,  though 
firipped  for  brevity's  fake  of  the  many  pompous  eulogies  and 
fuperfluous  appendages  with  which  the  fubjefls  of  fo  greatly 
admired  a  prince,  or  perhaps  the  v^ty  of  the  author>  may 
have  ihpugat  proper  to  embellifli  it. 
JOqo^  The  emperor  Al  Fumtgar-bachij  who  reigned  about  60 

€onieft  ycars  before  our  author's  arrival  thither,  being  furprifed 
about  tbt  with  fudden  death,  in  the  47th  year  of  his  age,  without 
^ucct^on.  having  time  to  appoint  a  fuccefTor  from  among  the  64  fons 
he  had  by  his  feveral  wives,  a  long  and  bloody  conteft  arofa 
between  the  moft  confiderable  of  them,  to  which  their  refpeC'* 
tive  mothers  contributed  all  their  efforts,  intercft,  and  riches, 
in  order  to  bribe  the  moft  potent  lords  in  behalf  of  their  fa-t 
yourite  foqs.  The  ftruggle  was  fo  great,  and  the  partizans 
fo  zealous,  that  each  of  the  competitors  ftrove  to  deftroy  the 
Teft  of  his  rivals  not  only  by  all  hoftile  means,  but  by  publicly 
fetting  the  great^ft  prices  upon  their  heads.  At  length,  after 
many  fierce  engagements  and  much  blood-fhed,  the  candidates 
were  reduced  to  four  ;  viz,  Abgara^  Adala^  Cercut^  and  Gul^ 
marly  who  having  efcaped  the  many  fnares  laid  for  them  by 
their  other  brethren,  agreed  to  unite  their  intereft  and  ftrength 
againft  them^^  and  dew  as  many  of  them  as  fell  into  their 
}iands,  whllft  the  reft  either  fled  into  diifferent  provinces  and 
jlrong-holds  for  f^ety,  or  continued  the  war  againft  the  four 
with  incredible  fury  and  obftinacy,  infomuch  that  the  two 
former  of  the  four  princes  loft  their  lives  in  it.  The  two  fur-? 
Tlvprs  proving  more  fuccefsfvil  againft  the  reft^  s^nd  impatient 


to  rec<mdle  the  nobles  to  them,  and  reftorc  peaee  to  the tm'T^wo  bro* 
^tj  agreed  to  reign  jointly  and  by  turns,  and  that  each  Ihould  tbers 
bold  the  reins  of  government  fix  months  in  the  year,  after  ^^*{g^ 
die  manner  of  the  two  Theban  princes  Eteocks  and  P^nicesJ^^^f^* 
mentioned  in  our  ancient  hiftory,  and  almoft  exaftly  with 
the  fame  tragical  end  ^  ;  for  they  had  reigned  peaceably  fome 
ihort  time.  When  -Cercut  unfortunately  marrying  an  ambitious 
princefs,  named  GUdada,  was  eafily  perfuaded  by  her,  on 
fome  pretence,  to  fend  for  his  brother  to  court,  and  to  put 
him  privately  to  death.    He  reigned  iingly  after  this  fratri- 
cide about  13  years,  when  an  uncle  of  his,  named  Nahiy  put 
both  him  and  his  wife  aiSd  children  to  death,  to  the  general 
jdy  of  all  the  people  to  whom  his  reign  was  become  odious  on 
tlut  account,  and  himfelf  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

This  revolution  foon  brought  on  a  dreadful  war  between 
Mm  kikdGildada*s  father,  then  a  powerful  prince  (£),  in  which 
vaft  numbers  were  flain  on  both  fides.    In  the  mean  time,  one  ^be  bifto" 
of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  who  had  efcaped  the  horrid  flaugh*  Ky  ^f*^ 
ter  which  his  other  brothers  made  a^inft  each  other  for  the  ^fj^J^^,. 
empire,  had  retired  far  enough  into  a  diftant  kingdom,  where  ^'^^^^ 
be  had  bought  a  fmall  territory,  whkh  he  cultivated  himfelf, 
and  on  which  he  lived  as  a  private  man.     Here  he  had  alfo 
married  a  wife,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  whom  he  named  Al--  * 

«  Vol.  vi.  p.  164,  &  199. 

(E)    Our    author,    whether  of  the  king  for  that  of  the  king* 

through  forgetfulnefs  or  mifap-  dom,  for  want  of  rightly  undcr- 

prehenfion,    ilyles   that  prince  landing  hi$  informer,  or  that 

king  of  Dafilai  a  kingdom  no-  his  memory  mifled  him  in  this, 

where  to  be  found  but  in  fome  as   in  another  kingdom  which 

geographers  (12),  who  place  it  he  cd\\s  Le  Royaume  J'EIi,  the 

>vithin    the-  territories    of  the  kingdom  of  Eli,  and  his  Englifi  ■ 

Babmagajb  in  the   empire  of  tranflator,  by  another  miftake, 

Abiffinia,  on  the  confines  of  the  the  kingdom  of  Deity  but  which 

eoaft  of  Hahajh  or  Abe^:.,     But  is  as  unknown^:,to  modern  geo* 

thofe  geographers  were  mifled  graphersa8thatpf2>^/tf.  How- 

by  fome  fabulous  and  erroneous  ever,  as  it  is  no  ftrange  thing 

maps ;  and  had, there  been  real-  that  a   traveller  ihould   make 

ly  a  kingdom  of  that  name  on  fome  miftakes,  in  fuch  a  variety 

thatcoaft,  it  muft  have  been  too  of  ftrange  names;  fo  neither  is 

inconfiderable  and  top  remote  it  improbable  that  there  may  be 

from  Monomotsfa  to  have  main-  a  great  number  of  kingdoms  in              « 

tained  fuch  a  bloody  war  againfl  the  inland  of  Africa^  which  are 

it.     It  is  therefore  probable,  ftill  unknown  to  the  beft  geo- 

f  ither  that  he  miftook  the  name  graphers  even  by  name. 

(l%)  ^cuHr^  tS  tf/*  ^bu^  V1V9  ha  IlijriiHitre,fkb  v9c  Dafla, 


474  mAincMHiJb^^  B.XV& 

funBt  lariM  tt  tlie  tge  of  fevcn  or  eight  years  hfgn  ta  give 

iigaal  pragnoiHes  of  t  rare  elevated  genuit^  and  grew  man 

and  more  betoved  and  admired  as  his  years  iocreaftd,  by  d 

His  noUe  ^vbo  knew  him.    He  began  by  times  to  dtfplay  an  uadaoatad 

•barti&tr.  courage  in  hunting  of  Ikms,  tygers,  and  other  wild  creatures  ^ 

and  hearing  at  length  of  the  crnel  war  that  ra^  in  Monaim 

taps,  between  his  then  unknown  great  ancle  and  the  king  a£ 

D^la,  refolved  to  fet  oot  as  foon  as  poffible  for  that  kii^d^ } 

and  having  pro? ided  himfelf  with  fome  arms  and  a  herfe,  he 

began  his  journey  thither,  attended  only  with  a  fmall  nmnbcf 

of  brave  youths  like  himfelf,  whom  he  had  engaged  to  ac* 

compaay  him. 

Mxplcits,    .  Hb  had  not  been  long  there,  before  he  fignsdized  himfdl 

an  J  rtft  at  by  fuch  brave  exploits,  as  drew  the  eyes  of  aU  upon  bitt  j 

€$Mrt.        bnt  more  particularly,  and  by  a  kind  of  natural  fympathy, 

thofe  of  his  great  unde,  who,  though  then  wholly  ignorant  of 

the  proximity  of  blood  between  him  and  the  hrave  ftraoger, 

conoeived  fuch  an  affection  for,  and  confidence  in  him,  that 

he  intrufbed  him  with  the  command  ci  a  finall  corps  of  hit 

troops  to  attack  the  enemy  in  fome  important  pofl.    On  this 

occafion  Ai'fon£  difpk]fed  {o  much  conduct  and  bravery^  and 

gained  fo  fignal  a  vi&ory  over  the  Dajftlans^  that  their  kiag 

left  no  means  untried  to  bring  him  over  to  his  intereft,  tho' 

all  to  no  efFeft.    The  confcquence  wav  that  in  the  fpace  of 

fix  months  he  gained  fo  many  battles,  and  performed  fuch 

furprifing  exploits,  that  he  rid  the  empire  of  that  trouble 

Marries    ^^^^^^  enemy ;  and,  in  recompence  for  his  fignal  fervices  and  in* 

tJhe  mpe^  violable  fidelity,  his  uncle  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage, 

rors         without  his  having  the  leaft  furmife  of  his  true  extraA  and 

daughtir*  near  relation  to  him. 

'  The  firft  thing  Al-fondi  did  after  his  advancement,  wa$ 

r/^!s7t  ^  ^^"^  ^^  ^^*  ^^*^^^»  ^^  ^"^  ^^^^^  *°  ^^^  obfcurc  farm, 

^^J^^  ^  and  upon  his  arrival  at  court,  difdofed  the  whole  myfterf, 

and  dedared  himfdf  the  fon  of  the  late  empercM-  Aifumigar' 

bachi^  to  the  joyful  furprize  of  his  uncle  and  of  the  whole  court 

and  array.  The  unde  gladly  refigned  the  crown  tb  him  as  his 

widoubted  due,  and  he  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  univerfat 

confent  of  all,  transferred  his  to  his  worthy  fon  Al-fom&,2X{i, 

Al-fondi  his  wife,  who  were  accordingly  crowni^d  with  theutmoft 

is  cranjoH"  fclopanity  and  univerfal  acclamations  of  the  people,  wfco  glad- 

^^.  IjT  acknowleged  him  as  their  la^\'ful  fovereign,  and  honoured 

him  as  the  reftorer  of  the  peace  of  the  empire^  and  of  the 

Hnperial  crowi^  to  its  ancient  chanel,  after  fo  many  long  and 

bloody  war^  and  comeOs  about  the  fucceffion  \ 

*  Li  Blanc,  part  ii.  c.  6« 

This 


Tun  ittfliarkibkrevohitioii  bappaned  ia  tbe  J9$r  1513  | 
«Bd  that  nobtepiinopwisiMon  tbethroDe^ 
cor  author  vifited  his  dominxHis ;  5vho  tells  us,  t^t  ho  was 
£ttl  the  love  and  admiration  of  all  his  fubjofts,  and  retaiea 
Ime  iigiial  inftaiioes  of  his  jviftica,  «qQit7»  and  other  royal 
virtue  for  which  wf  Aiall  refer  the  curious  raadcr  to  his  oura 

BEFO&t  xre  dsii&ifs  tlus  chapter,  it  will  not  he  amtfs  to  Tii gold 
1^  fefDus  account  of  the  rich  golden  aiines  with  whieh  this  fmmsitf 
cmpiro  abounds,  aad  which  we  have  but  juft  occafionally  Maaica% 
mmtioned  in  the  courfe  of  its  hiftory.    The  moft  confider* 
ld)]e  <£  them  are  in  the  kingdom  of  Maniea,  under  the  t^d 
dcgr.  of  fouth  latitude,  and  31ft  of  eaft  longitude,  near  unto 
-u^ich  is  fituate  the  capital  of  the  fame  name,  called  bj  (erne 
fSagnic^.    They  extend  thomfelres  through  a  latge  l^dous 
champflugn,  >xnld,  (andy,  and  barren,  about  nine  miles  ifk  or- 
cnit^  and  furzoimded  with  lugh  mosntsuns.    The  prormee 
b  caUed  Afytucoy  and  the  inhabitants  who  dig  the  mines 
ta^oge.    Their  rule  for  difcovering  the  places  where  the 
gold  iiee,  is  by  the  drynefs  and  barrenneft  of  the  ground  ; 
es  if  natctre  h  far  exhauftcd  herfelf  in  die  produAion  of  that 
l^reciotts  metal,  that  it  could  yield  nothing  elfe,  where  it 
ykided  that.    The  country  moreover  is  fo.  inhdfKtable  in  Extrme 
V^ter,  tho*  fo  near  the  fouth  tropic,  that  whatever  creatures  c^A/^ /it 
ebide  there  during  that  fealbn,  are  frozen  to  death  by  the^v^i^e. 
faft  quantities  of  foow  tJut  fail,  and  the  exceffive  cold  that 
idgns  throughout  it  ^»  But  in  fqn^ner  the  air  is  fo  ierene  and 
dear»  that  fome  Europeans  pretend  to  have  feen  the  new 
mtoa  OA  the  day  of  its  conjunSion. 

Thbse  rich  mines  lie  about  1 50  miles  weft  of  the  mart,  Difficuiif 
or  place  where  the  commerce  for  it  is  carried  on  ;  the  xsjisSor^in  gather* 
tone  is,  that  the  Coffers  who  work  at  them,  and  arc  naturally  ing  the 
JflOLj^  find  great  difficulty  in  gathering  the  metal,  which  h.ex^gold» 
\^  in  duft,  for  want  of  water  to  feparate  it  from  the  earth, 
fi>  that  they  are  obliged  to  carry  it  as  mixed  as  they  dig  it 
out  to  other  diftant  places,  where  they  keep  large  ciftems  and 
leiervoirs  for  that  purpofe*      One  conveniency  they  have 
fcowever,  that  they  need  not  dig  deeper  for  the  ore  than 
rteve  fix  or  ieven  fpans  ^  all  the  reft  underneath  being  folid 
yock. 

NfiXT  to  thofe  of  Mahica,  or  indeed  preferable  by  far  to  Jlii««  rf 
ihcmj  if  what  we  are  told  of  theaa  by  a  Portugue/e  traveller  Maffapai^ 

^  Lx  Bi<AKC,  pari  il  c.  $«  &  7.  S  Maxmol,  lib.  ix.  c. 

be 


be  trae,  are  thoTe  which  he  caUs  the  mines  of  Maffi^a^  and 

othorsof^^r ;  from  the  afHnity  of  which  name  he  condndei 

(hem  to  be  probably  the  ancient  OpUr.    In  thefc,  he  trils  us, 

have  been  found  two  lumps  of  gold,  the  one  worth  1,200 

ducats,  and  the  other  400,000.     He  adds,  that  it  is  not  oily 

found  among  the  ftones,  but  grows  up  within  the  barks  dEfe* 

veral  trees  quite  up  to  the  top  where  the  branches  fpread. 

'  But  fctting  afide  this  wonderful  one,  there  are  others- in  this 

empire  not  much  inferior  to  thofe  of  Manica  ;  particularly 

M>#i  9/  thofe  of  Batua,  a  kingdom  bordering  on  the  barren  wilds 

Batua,      lately  mentioned,  and  extending  itfelf  from  The  Mountains 

pfthe  Moon  to  the  river  Magnico,%ni  whofe  prince  is  a  vafial 

pf  the  emperor, 

.  These  are  reckoned  the  ancienteft  mines  in  the  whole 
^nxpire,  on  account  of  fome  old  caftles  in  their  neighbour- 
hood, fuppofed  to  have  been  built  as  a  fafeguard  to  them,  and 
6oro,C!fr.  carry  th^  greateft  marks  of  antiquity.  Thofe  of  Boro,  and 
iCitkuy^  the  one  about  100  and  the  other  200  leagues  from 
Sofala,  and  more  particularly  ilill  thofe  of  the  proyinceof 
Torody  in  which  are  thofe  buildings  or  caftles  of  which  we 
have  fpoken  in  the  laft  feflion  *",  and  which  fome  learned  have 
attributed  to  king  Solomon.  The  reader  may  fee  the  principal 
one  of  thefe  ancient  ftruftures  defaibed  in  tjie  margin  (F) ; 

'  Faria  y  Sousa»  vid.  &  CoUe6t.  of  voyag.  4^®.  1746,  vol. 
iii.  p.  396.        »  Page  447(C). 

(F)  It  flands  in  the  ouddle  reft,  and  upon  it  an  inferi)>tioi 

of  a  large  fpacioos  plain,  round  in  charadiers,  or  more  probabi/ 

about  which  are  icattered  the  hieroglyphics,  whijch  no  maa 

mines    above-mentioned,    and  hath  hitherto  been  able  to  der 

therefore  is    reafonably     fup*  cypher, 

pofed  to  have  been  deiigned  as  Round  this  fortrefs,  and  at 

a  guard  to  them,  efpecially  as  fome  diftance  from  it,  are  feea 

the  ftruflure  rather  refembles  a  fevera;!  other  fuch  ftrudliircs,  all 

ftrong  fortrefs  than  a  Zamha  or  built  on  fome  eminence  or  rifing 

palace;  the  name  which  the  in'  grbund,  and   amongil  them  a 

habitants  give  both  to  this  and  tower   above    twelve  fathoms 

to 'all  the  others  of  the  fame  or  feventy -two  feet  high.    The 

conftrudlion.     Its  walls  are  not  wild   natives,  being  unable  'IQ 

high,  but  of  the  thicknefs  of  35  conceive  how    fuch  fhoftures 

fpans ;  the  ftones  are  laid  regu-  could  be  reared,  imagine  theij 

iarly  one  upon  another,  without  to    be   tlie  work    6f  demons, 

either  cement,  or  any  pther  ma-  Thofe   Moon   who  have  fccn 

terial  to  fatten  them  together,  them  and  the  Portuguffe  caftles 

On  the  front,  juft  over  the  great  in  thefe  parts,  affirm  that  theft 

ffXt^  is  a  larger  ftene  than  the  are  in  no  way  comparable  to 

them; 


C.  7'    ^       the  Empire  $f  MowmopfSi^  ^.j/jl^. 

by  which  he  may  judge  of  the  reft,  there  being  many  more, 
ludi  edifices  in  this  empire,  and  all  of  them  of  much  the 
fame  fabricature.  They  arc  computed  about  1 70  leagues,  oi: 
510  miles  weft  ward  from  Sofala ".  But  there  are  feveral  other 
confiderable  places  where  they  have  thei^-  fairs  and  markets,  iliiirif// 
between  the  mines  and  the  fea-coaft ,  particularly  in  thofe  townsyi/*  gold. 
which  lie  oh  the  Zebeze  or  Cuama,  and  other  rivers,  which» 
as  was  hinted  above,  are  navigable  up  to  that  of  Tele,  on^ 
hundred  and  twenty  leagues  from  Sofala,  and  where  the 
Portuguefe  have  built  fortreflcs  to  keep  the  natives  in  aWei 
who  come  to  thofe  markets  to  exchange  their  gold  for  Euro* 
f^ean,  Indiatiy  and  other  commodities;  The  firft  of  thefc 
towns  is  called  Luano,  or  Luancho,  and  is  about  four  days 
journey  from  the  fea  ;.the  iecond  is  ^t^nfo,  ftill  farther  in 
the  inland ;  the  third  Maffapa,  ftill  farther  up  ;  the  fourth 
Semy  and  die  laft  Teh  above-mentioned. 

The  commodities  which  the  Portuguefe  give  the  natives 
for  theirs  are  chiefly  cloths,  of  various  kinds  and  value,  glafs 
beads  of  various  fizes  and  colours,  and  other  ftili  more  worth* 
Icfs  trinkets,  for  which,  befidesthegold  above-mentioned,  they 
give  them  ivory,  furs  of  fundry  wild  and  tamebeafts,  and  other 
jfuch  valuable  commodities,  which  makes  that  commerce  very 
advaatageous  to  them,  efpecially  as  they  are  in  fome  meafure 
iheir  own  carvers,  and  oblige  the  natives  to  fubmk  to  their 
own  terms.    They  have  moreover  in  thofe  markets  an  officer  Pq^u- 
of  their  own,  who  is  appointed  by  the  go^txtax  oi  Mofambico^  ^^^^ 
and  decides  all  conteils  and  differences  that  arife  about,  their yi^^^^^. 
traffic ;  that  of  Majfapa  in  particular,  who  is  nominated  with 
the  confent  of  the  emperot,  feems  to  be  the  chief  of  them, 
and,  we  are  told,  is  forbid  to  go  into  the  country  without  his 
leave,  under  pain  of  death.     They  have  likewife,  in  moft  of 
thefe  towns,  churches  and  monafteries  of  the  dominican  or* 
der  **.     By  the  means  of  thefe  feyeral  forts  on  the  inland,  as 
.well  as  that  more  confiderable  one  which  they  have  on  the 
^snouth  di  the  Cuama  (all  which,  they  tell  us^  the  emperor 

■  Conf.  Marmol,  lib.  ix.  c.  31.  &  Purcha?.  Pilgr.  lib.  viu 
C.  8.  ^  Marmol,  Purchas,  Lopez,  Faria,  k  al* 

iup»  citat.  • 

them ;  neither  is  there  any  fa-  the  low  cottages,  mollly  made 

ijric,  ancient  of  modem,  to  be  of  earth  •  or  at  heft  of  wood  co- 

fccn  in  all  thefe  vaft  trails  that  vered  with  clay,  in  which  the 

bears  any  refemblance  to  them,  poor  inhabitants  dwell  (13). 
or  indeed  any  thing  elfe,  but 

(i^) Marmol  jifrtc,  lti,lXfC.  ^t,  *" 

allcwsi 


^y9  ThABk^httJt^rf  B.X^ 

ilbwed  tlieni  to  bdld'fa  grtdtnde  for  the  Ankse  they  hid 
Aott  to  him  In  afCftlng  him  to  reduce  feme  revolted  iraf&b 
to  their  obedience,  ts  well  t$  to  enable  them,  on  all  foch  esi" 
Mndes,  to  be  near  at  hand  to  affift  him)  they  haipemade  them* 
ftlves  matters  of  a  trad  of  land  on  both  fiaes  of  that  rirerof 
tbove  t6o  leagues,  and  of  fome  of  the  moft  confidend)k 
tmnes  in  the  emphv,  and  ingroHed  the  whole  commerce  of  it, 
b^th  of  the  inland  and  of  the  coafls,  ever  fmce  the  year 
S640. 

S  E  C  r.    VL 
Ti^  Hifi$ry  of  tbi  Kingim  Mondetnug}^ 

KMfJkm    13  EF O  RE  we  refiu&e  oor conrie  roand  fiuA/i^kM ead^ 

f/Monoe-  ^  it  will  not  be  improper  to  give  oar  reader  an  accooot  of 

mugi.      the  taft  and  potent  kingdom,  or,  as  fome  anthors  ftyk  % 

Its  extna^  emnire,  cSJIbnoimugif  or  Munni  Emugi,  or,  as  it  iS  othenrtft 

i^f^f:     calkd,  Mmeamays,  which  extends  icfelf  along  th<K  eaflm 

m/»  csTr-  ^0gj^  ii^tely  mentioned  of  Scfala,  Mongala,  MofsMhkOi  f^ 

""^^''"*'  ib0,aiid  ilfM»tf>,a6  far  almoftas  that  otMsHwU  ontheesil^ 

on  the  north  as  far  as  that  of  Ah^fmia^  from  which  it  is  &id 

to  be  di^^ded  by  the  Al/f,  and  the  dominions  of  the  grjni 

Macocc^  on  the  weft  it  is  faid  to  reach  quiie  to  the  frondofl 

t3/[  Kongo  and  Jng^h,  and  on  the  footh  to  thofe  of  Manemtd^ 

mml^^'  t^  ^^1  defcribcd*.    We  muft  own  however  that  thefe  B* 

mfyfit*    outs  are  nothing  lefs  than  certain  for  the  moft  port ;  and  thit 

tltd^         we  know  little  of  the  kingdom  itlelf,  bat  what  is  cfaiefljf 

founded  on  the  report  of  their  neighbours,  with  whom  its 

monaichsare6eqiientlyatwar,orfiromtbeN^oes  whociifjr 

on  a  commerce  with  it,  rather  than  from  the  teftiomy  of  say 

Europ4an  travellers  into  it ;  and  hence  proceeds  that  diverflqr 

^f  accounts  of  it  we  meet  with  among  geographers  coih 

ceming  its  extent,  limits,  dlvifion,  ifc*  whidh  the  reader  ttsjr 

lee  in  the  margin  (A) ;  from  aH  which  he  will  be  the  more 

eafily 

*  Samson,  Lvttz,  PvacuAs,  Pzgafet.  Oooaa^  hQnh 

LiMSCBOT,  &al. 

(A)Tluskingden,  according  8ve  }  wl«.  ttie  empires,  si  bs 

-to  Stmfin^  Is  divided  into  three  fiyles  them,  t>(  M9H§emM£it  M^ 

neat  provinces,  which  he  calls  nmotafa,  nndC^raria,  and  the 

MOnomotapaiCaJrariay  and  Kon"  kingdoms  o^iKong$  and Biafitrsi 

j0  (14).    Luitsi  divides  it  into  the  two  firft  of  which  are  whol* 

(14)  AtUt* 
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o^fily  convlncd  of  what  a  ktf  .aad .  more  accurate  ^ograj^facr 
^ys  of  it,  tha(  the  iala&d  kingdom  is  in  all  thofe  reff^fb  lit- 
tk  known  to  us  ^*  Neither  need  we  wonder  at  it,  coniiderii^ 
the  great  precaution,  which,  as  we  have  often  had  occafion  to 
mention  in  this.and  the  foregoing  chapters,  the  Africans  every* 
where  take,  to  prevent  any  Europeans  penetrating  into  the  ia* 
land  parts.  However,  what  all  our  writers  moft^agree  in  is,  that 
he  is  a  powerful  and  rich  prince,  and  hath  fubdued  molt  of  r.     •  # 
the  petty  kingdoms  round  about  him  to  his  obedience ;  the*  ^ndtonn^ 
not  fo  abfblutdy,  but  that  fome  of  them,  efpedally  on  the  g^^ 
north  and  fouth  lide  of  him,  frequently  revolt,  and  put  them- 
ielves  under  the  protection  of  the  Abijfmian  or  Benemotaj^n     ' 
emperors.    He  is  faid  to  have  many  rich  gold,  filver,  and  cop- 
per  mines  in  his  dominions,  by  means  of  which  he  carries  on  a  ^^''^^^^^ 
khid  of  commerce  with  thefe  two  empires,  as  well  as  with 
feme  <^  the  eaftern  coafters,  with  whom  he  is  forced  to  ex« 
^hange  that  precious  metal  for  Indian  and  European  commo- 
dities, for  want  of  having  (ome  port  of  his  own  on  either  the 
caflern  or  weAem  fea.    This  obliges  him  to  cultivate  a  con* 
Aant  peace  with  the  maritime  kingdoms  of  ^iloa^  Mombafi^ 
an4  Melinda^  whofe  merchants  furmih  him  with  variety  of 
filicis,  cotton  cloths,  and  oth^  fuch  merichandizes,  together 
'  with  cutlery  work,  and  other  forts  of  trinkets ;  andamongft 
the  reft,  thofe  little  round  balls  or  beads  from  Cambaja,  made 
^a  tranfparent  red  bitumen,  with  which  they  afieA  to  adorn 
their  necks,  arms,  andiegs,  and  which  they  likewiie  ufe  io- 
iteid  of  money.     Elephants  being  here  alfo  very  numerous 
iraft  quantities  of  ivory  are  exported  by  them  into  thofe  king- 
doms; from  all  which  that  emperor  reaps  a  confiderable 
yearly  profit,  and  his  fubjefts  no  lefs  a  coiiveniency,  thofe 
bidian  fhiiTs  being  their  only  apparel,  and  that  only  from 

^  See  D'Anvillb's  map  of  Africa^ 

\y  inland,  and  the  other  threie  and  Angola  are  no  moft  fubjed 

maritime,  and  watered  by  the  to  it  than  that ;  unlefs  we  wiQ 

Ethiopic  ocean  {15),  by  the  en-  fuppofe^  what  is  far  from  im- 

largement  of  whofe  dominions  probable,  that  being  contiguous 

he  doth  of  courfe  remove  its  to  and  frequently  at  war  with 

limits  ftill  farther   northward  both,  he  hath  conquered  fome 

and  fouthward.     But  we  have  provinces  from  them,  and  af- 

ajready  ieen  that  Mmomotapa  is  fomet  a  title  over  the  whole, 

no  part  of,  but  a  boundary  to  without  hav ing either  tribute,  ttr 

this  empire ;  and  (hall  fhew  in  perhaps   regard,  paid  to   him 

Ihe  ff  qacl  that  thofe  of  Kon^  from  either. 

(15)  Intrcduif.  md  Oetgrapke  Etbi»p  fia.  i v.  c.  6, 


4j8a  ne  AfHcail  Hifiary  pf  B.  XVi; 

Am  middle  downwards,  and  thofe  beads  and  trinkets  thdr 
only  ornaments,  for  which  they  gladly  exchange  their  gold 
duft,  which  is  of  no  value  to  them  on  any  other  account.  He 
lives  likewife  in  friendfhip  with  the  grand  Macaco,  anothei* 
prince  on  the  north  of  him,  on  account  of  the  Negro  mer-» 
chants  who  trade  with  the  Portuguefe^  at  the  great  market^ 
of  Fongeno,  PombOy  and  Ocango,  and  muft  traverfe  through 
his  dominions  in  going  and  coming,  and  drive  a  confldera-* 
ble  traffic  likewife  with  him  and  his  fubjefts. 

What   kind  of  people  the  natives  of  Monoemugizxe  m 
other  refpcfts,  what  their  religion  is,  if  they  have  any  (for 
we  do  not  find  that  Mohammedifm  hath  reached  them)  what 
their  laws,  cuftoms,  and  other  particulars,  we  are  wholly  in 
the  dark.     The  Arabs  who  inhabit  the  C02&S  oi  Zanguebar^ 
and  are  all  Mohammedans ^  call  them  by  the  name  of  Ca^res^ 
^^"  /  ^''  ^^ff^^^*  ^^^^  ^^'  infidels,  or  men  of  no  religion.     We  learn 
^^^^       moreover  that  the  frontiers  of  this  empire,  as  well  as  fome  of 
'  '       the  other  provinces  of  it,  are  inhabited  by  the  barbarous  nations 
Giagas     dachas^  or  Giagas,  or  Agags]  lately  defcribed,  whom  we  take  to 
fettled       be  of  the  fame  extraft,  if  not  the  fame  nation,  with  thofe  whom 
among       xYit  MiJJinians  call  G alias  and  JgauSy  of  whom  we  have  elfe* 
tbem.        where  fpoken  «,  and  are  a  wild,  fierce,  and  warlike  people, 
of  a  whiter  complexion,  taller,  and  more  flout  by  far  than 
the  African  natives,  and  who  live  altogether  upon  plunder, 
and  have  fpread  themfelves  over  moft  parts  and  even  fome 
of  the  moft  potent  kingdoms  of  Africa ^  where,  though  they 
are  called  by  different  names,  they  plainly  appear  to  have  been 
-     originally  the  fame  .people.     They  have  no  fixed  habitations, 
but,  like  the  wild  Arabs y  elfewhere  defcribed**,  wander  about 
in  tents  or  portable  houfes,  and  fpread  dread  and  deftrudion 
where-ever  they  come.     They  have  a  way  of  marking  their 
7hir  vile  f^Q^^  and  bodies  with  iron  inftruments,  and  turn  their  upper 
charaSer  gyg^ids  upwards  to  appear  more  terrible  ;  and  indeed  one 
i  «  ^^^  hardly  imagine  any  appearance  more  frightful,  efpecially 

when  joined  to  the  idea  of  their  other  and  ftill  more  barba- 
rous cuftoms,  of  butchering  gll  that  oppofe  them  in  their  iri- 
curfions,  feafting  on  the  flefh  of  all  that  unhappily  fall  into 
their  hands ;  and,  like  the  horrid  Tynbiiy  elfewhere  defcribed  % 
proclaiming  death,  fire,  and  deftrudtion,  where-ever  they 
come. 

These  favages,  who  fcarcelyknew  the  ufe  of  any  weapons 
except  their  darts,  the  emperor  of  Monoemugi  hath  found 

«  See  before,  p.  39,  U  fcq.  70,  &  fcq.  '  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  xvili^ 
p  376,&fe«[.  •  Before,  p.  410,  &  fcq.  See  On.Lopszvoyag. 
lib.  i.  c.  13.  ub.  ii.  c.  9.  PuRCU.  lib.  vii.  c.  xo.  J.  iiii 

ItteaQS 
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means  to  fallen  them  to  his  intereft  ;  and  it  is  cMefly  thofe4^^^' 
whom  he  makes  ufe  of  in  his  wars  againft  thofc  of  Abijftnici'*^^^  '* 
aqd  Monomotdpa^  and  againft  the  kingdoms  of  Kongo  and  Jn-  ^"  ?*'f7. 
gohf  in  all  which  they  committed  fuch  dreadful  ravages  and^-^ff-^ 
butcheries,  that  the  poor  inhabitants  have  no  other  way  to|^^^^ 
avoid  them^  than  by  abandoning  their  country  at  the  firft 
news  of  their  approach^  and  carrying  oiF  all  they  conveni- 
ently can  with  them  in  their  flight.  And  it  'rtras  probably  ih 
fomefueh  expedition  as  this,  that,  we  are  told,  they  forced  the 
king  of  Kongo  to  abandon  his  dominions,  aild  to  retire  into  a 
a  litde  ifland  on  the  Zayr^  where  they  kept  him  fo  clofely 
blockadecj  that  he  died  foon  after  of  the  dropfy,  dnd  the  peo- 
ple that  were  with  him  were  famiflied  to  death  ^  We  are 
likewife  told  that  this  powerful  emperor  employs  thefe  bloody 
canibals  againft  a  commonwealth  of  female  warriors,  other- 
wife  called  Amazons y  fituateon  fome  of  his  fouthern  frontiers, 
from  whence  they  ufed  to  make  frequent  inroads  into  his  do- 
minioas  ;  but  are  fince  kept  in  awe  by  them,  not  fo  much  out 
of  fear  of  their  fuperior  valour  and  ftrehgth,  as  of  their  inhu- 
manity, and  the  dread  of  being  roafted  s^ve  by»  and  made  a 
banquet  of  to,  that  accurfed  foe.  And  hence  it  is  that  whene- 
ever  they  are  attacked  by  them,  the  fight  is  commonly  very 
bloody  on  both  fides,  there  not  being  any  of  thofe  martial  fe* 
males  that  will  trufl:  to  their  heels  when  routed,  though  ex* 
tremely  fwift  of  foot ;  but  will  fight  to  the  laft  gafp,  and 
chufe  to  die  fword  in  hand,  rather  than  yield  themfelves  pri- 
foners  to  them. 

We  ftiall  not  here  inquire  how  far  we  may  give  credit  td 
the  various  accounts  we  read  concerning  theie  female  he- 
roins, both  In  that  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  but  refer 
our  readers  to  what  we  have  faid  concerning  them  in  our 
ancient  hiftory  «.  But  as  to  this  infernal  generation  in 
human  fliape,  we  fliall  have  fuch  frequent  occafion  to  mentiod 
inftances  of  their*  horrid  cuftoms  in  other  parts  of  Africa^ 
befides  what  w2^'  have*  already  faid  of  them  in  a  preceding 
chapter,  as  will  put  that  matter  out  of  all  queftion.  And 
fiiall  only  obferve  here,  that  thofe  emjjerors  who  can  encou- 
rage and  make  fuch  frequent  ufe  of  their  aififtance  againft  their 
ndghbours,  whofe  chief  and  laudable  aim  is  tofupprefs  and  ex- 
tirpate them,  cannot  come  very  fhort  of  their  favage  and  inhu- 
man nature.  Yet  in  fpight  of  all  their  help,  and  his  ftrehgth  His  af^ 
and  opulence,  it  is  plain  he  hath  not  hitherto  been  able  to  tempts  6n 
extend  his  conquefts  fo  far  as  to  gain  one  maritime  port  on  ^^'  *wift^ 
either  coaft ;  though  from  what  we  have  obferved  above,  he  ^^  ^^^ft 

^  Od.  Lopez,  lib.  ii.  c.  5.  «  Anc.  Hift.  vol,  vi.  p.  82,  & 

tl).  vol.ix.  p.  533. 
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hitherto     hath  made  more  than  one  attempt,  on  the  weftern  iide,  on 

inefftaual.  Kongo  and  Angola  to  that  intent. 

We  do  not  hear  of  any  confidcrable  towns  in  this  empire^ 
but  only  of  fome  fmall  ones,  which  are  iituate  along  the  river 
Cuanuij  which  is  faid  by  Luyts  to  run  through  part  of  it,  and 
to  keep  up  the  commerce  with  the  maritime  kingdom  oiSqfala^ 
or  rather,  according  to  our  more  modem  maps,  the  Cuaho^ 
which  runs  from  this  kingdom  to  that  of  ^Uoa^;  and  thefe 
*are  rather  a  fort  of  villages,  where  fairs  are  kept  at  fettled 
times  of  the  year,  and  reforted  to  by  the  people  on  each  fide 
for  the  fake  of  traffic.  We  meet  with  an  account  of  fome 
large  lakes  in  it ;  but  thefe  have  been  iince  found  to  be  fabu- 
lous. The  Portuguefe  however,  who  traffic  with  thofe  Ne- 
groes we  lately  fpoke  of,  have  been  aflured  by  them  that  there 
is  a  large  one,  out  of  which  fprtng  feveral  great  rivers,  and 
which  was  filled  with  a  vaft  multitude  of  ifiands,  inhabited  by 
Negroes.  They  farther  told  them,  that  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  it, 
from  the  land,  one  frequently  heard  the  found  of  bells,  and 
perceived  fome  flately  ftruftures  like  the  ChrifHan  churches ; 
and  that  fome  people  of  a  dark*  fwarthy  complexion  came  and 
trafficked  with  thofe  iflanders.  Thofe  N^oes  being  a(ked 
how  far  they  reckoned  that  laker  from  their  own  country  ? 
anfwered,  that  it  took  them  up  full  60  days  travelling  ftill 
direftly  eaftward  ^.  We  are  further  told,  that  the  country  ■ 
which  lies  between  that  lake  and  the  finall  territory  of  Ocan*- 
go^  or,  as  Mr.  D'Anville  writes  it,  0  Cango  (B),  is  pka- 
fantand  fertile,,  and  watered  with  great  plenty  of  fprings.  It  I 
abounds  with  variety  of  fowl  and  tour-footed  creatures^  and  | 

^  Oo.  Lopez,  ubi  fop.  Pigafbt,  lib.  ii.  c.  9.  Dappee,&  aL    1 

(B)  Mr.  D'Jnn;iIle,  who,  in  0-CamgOj  it  is  fituated  on  the 

his  map  of  J/rica,  hath  given  frontiers  of  Kongo,  and  about 

us  a  fketch  of  that  lake  as  we  thirteen  degrees  north-weil  a^ 

fuppofe  from  its  fituation  (for  bove-mentioned.  All  that wh6le 

Dapper,    who     mentions    the  trad  howcVer  is  no  lefs  on-  \ 

particulars    above-noted,    but  known  to  us  than  that  of  Mo- 

takes  no  notice  of  that  name),  noemugi  ;  no  miflionaries  or  £«-^ 

calls* it  M/7riia;tf»,  and  rcprefents  roptam  having  ventured  far^icr 

it  as  extending  itfelf  above  five  eailward  (excepting  Father  Ca- 

degrees  from  fouth   to  north,  n)a%%i^  of  whom  we  ihall  fpeak 

but  exceeding  narrow,  from  end  in  the  fequel)  than  the  duchy  of 

to  end,  in  proportion  ;  and  at  Sundi^  that  is,  the  third  province 

the  fouth  end  of  it  places  a  city  in  the  kingdom  of  Kongo ;  or  if 

of  the  fame  name,  on  what  au-  any  have,  no  account  hath  been 

thority  we  know  not.  publiihed  of  It  ihat  we  can  hear 

As  for  the  fnall  canton  of  of. 

"With 
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vnxh  palm-treeSy  from  which  the  inhabitants  draw  both  wine 
and  oil ;  and  honey  is  there  in  fuch  plenty,  that  the  N^oes 
cannot  confume  one  third  part  of  it,  and  fuffer  the  reft  to  be 
loft  ;  the  misfortune  is^  that  the  air  and  climate  are  fo  un-  UmvhoU 
healthy,  that  no  miiiionaries  or  other  Europeans  dare  vcnture/ome  air» 
fo  far  into  the  inland,  efpecially  as  the  dachas,  who  inhabit  ^o  miJJiQ'^ 
thefc  parts,  and  are  reckoned  the  moft  fierce  and  cruel  of  ^naries 
cannibak,  infeft  all  the  roads,  and  maflacre  all  that  come  In*^'*'*' 
their  way  K  thither. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  kingdom  is  very  mountainous  ; 
and  among  other  long  and  lofty  ridges  of  them,  is  faid  to  run 
that  famed  one  called  by  the  antients  The  Mountain  of  the 
Moon,  fuppofed  by  Ptolemy  to  be  thofe  where  the  Nile  had 
its  fource  ^.     We  fliall  refer  our  readers  to  what  hath  been 
faid  in  confutation  of  that  notion  \  and  afcertaining  its  true 
foorce  to  be  as  far  on  this  fide  the  equator,  as  thofe  moun- 
tains are  beyond  it.     Here  we  muft  conclude  our  account  of 
this  large  and  opulent  empire,  for  want  of  further  intelligence. 
Jor  though  fome  authors  have  inferted.in  their  defcriptionsj^^^^, 
many  other  particulars  concerning  its  cities,  towns,  rivers,  «^^j^^// 
lakes,  traffic,  iic.  yet  they  diiFer  fo  widely  from  each  other,  90/ ^w. 
that  no  dependence  can  be  had  on  any  of  them ;  and  the  beft/i&M/yV. 
that  can  be  faid  of  thofe  relations  is,  that  they  have  been 
•taken  on  the  credit  of  thofe  Negroes  who  traffic  thither,  and 
who  might  have  no  other  view  than  to  amufe  the  inquifitive, 
and  too  juftly  fufpcftcd,  Europeans  with  fabulous  reports,  the 
more  efFe6liially  to  conceal  every  thing  that  might  invite  diem 
to  penetrate  farther  into  thofe  parts.  All,  therefore,  we  fliall 
add  with  relation  .to  this  unknown  empire  is,  that  Mr.  De  LiJUy  v'^^t 
in  his  Atlas,  .divides  it  into  the  five  following  kingdoms  ov   \^^' 
provinces;  viz.  i.  The  Maracates.     2.  The  Moffagueres.*^* 
3.  The  kingdom  of  the  Bengas.     4.  Of  Mafly.    And  5.  Of 
Maravi.     The  laft  erf  which  Mr.  D'Jnville  places  on  the 
fouthermoft  verge  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  which  is  all  we 
can  find  concerning  them. 

The  farther  we  move  fouthwards  towards  ^t  Cape  (fq;he  more 
GoodHopCy  the  farther  we  may  be  faid  to  travel  in  the  dzrk  ifiuiherx 
tiiough  all  our  maps  unite  to  embellifli  both  coaft  and  inland /«r/j  o/it 
^ith  fuch  profpefts,  and  pompous  names  of  empires,  king-  nvhy/o 
doms,  and  countries,  crouded  clofe  to  each  other,  as  might  ^'^^^ 
induce  an  unwary  reader  to  imagine  thofe  countries  to  be  as-^*^*"'** 
ftUy  known,  as  thofe  of  Europe ;  and  were  he  to  compare  the 
vaft  ihew  they  make  in  thofe  maps  with  the  little  he  finds  in 

.'  Id.  ibid.  ^  Geograph.  lib.  iv.  in  fin.  ^  Sec  Anc/' 

Hift.  voLi.  p.  407^  &  feq.    See  alfo  before,  p.  99,  &  feq. 

^^  ^  H  h  a  ^  the 
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the  relatiODS  and  accounts  of  the  African  writers,  might  b^ 

apt  to  conclude  from  the  former,  that  the  far  greater  and 

moft  confiderable  part  of  the  latter,  like  thofc  of  the  ancients, 

have  been  unhappily  loft  or  defiroyed.    And  this  we  think 

ourfelves  bound  to  apprife  our  readers  of,  left  they  fiiould 

be  induced   to  afcribe  our  leaping  over  fuch  a  vaft  traft  of 

land,  overlooking  fo  many  feemingly-confiderable  Idngdoms 

and  ftates,  to  our  negleft,  rather  than  to  what  it  is  really  owing, 

the  want  of  proper  intelligence,  and  fo  k>fe  their  time  in  a 

fruitlefs  fearch  after  them,  amongft  that  variety  of  authors  that 

*[he  ruie-  have  written  of  this  part  of  the  world.  .  The  truth  is,  the 

nejs  and     j^abs^  as  well  as  the  natives  who  inhabit  this  whole  eaflem 

/IT'^?      coaft,  are  too  jealous  of,  not  to  fay  incenfed  againft,  all  Etum* 

hitants  '  P^^^^t  ^o  g^^e  them  a-ny  intelligence  of  the  inland  parrs ; 

render  it    D^^ch  Icfs   to  let  any  of  their  miflionaries    penetrate  into 

unfre-  ■     them,  as  they  have  more  luckily  done  in  the  weftern.     So 

quented.     that  all  the  knowlege  we  have  been  able  to  gam  of  them,  k 

chiefly  founded  on  the  precarious  report  of  thofe  trading 

coafters,  and  extends  little  farther  than  the  names  and  fitua- 

tion  of  thofe  kingdoms,  which  make  fo  fine  an  apj3earance  in 

our  maps  ;  and  might  probably  be  reprefented  by  them  in 

fuch  a  light  as  might  rather  deterr  than  encourage  flrangers 

from  attempting  any  farther  difcoveries  about  them;  though 

perhaps  no  better,  if  not  inferior,  than  that  poor  beggarly 

one  of  Dancali,  of  which  we  gave  an  account  in  a  ^mcr 

chapter  "». 

But  whatever  they  are  muft  be  left  to  time  to  difcover,  as 
well  as  what  extends  itfelf  farther  towards  the  fonth,  which 
is  no  lefs  unknown  to  us,  and  commonly  goes  by  the  com- 
mon name  of  Caffraria^  or  land  of  the  Caffers,  quite  to  that  of 
the  Hottentots,  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak  in  the  next  chapter. 
One  thing  we  know  however  of  that  great  traft  of  ground, 
that  it  is  moftly  barren  and  uncultivated,  inhabited  hy  wild 
barbarous  nations,  or  rather  tribes,  diftingnifhed  among 
themfelves  by  various  names;  though  by  all  appearance  all  of 
the  fame  wild  and  favage  extraft ;  and  all,  on  that  account, 
comprehended  by  the  Arabs  under  the  common  one  of  Cof- 
fers, or  men  of  no  religion  or  knowlege  of  a  Deity ;  though 
whether  really  fuch  we  will  not  affirm,  feeing  they  give  the 
fame  opprobrious  name  to  all  that  dift)elieve  the  Mohammedan 
creed.  However  that  be,  the  poverty  and  barrennefs  of  their 
country  rightly  accounts  for  the  fmall  acquamtancc  the  Eu- 
ropeans have  with  either* 

«  See  before,  p.  355,  &  fej. 

SECT. 
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SECT,    VII.  ' 

:  Tbe  Hijlory  ^/Cafraria,  or  the  Land  of  the  Caffers,  or 
KaflTers,  aud  various  nations  fi  called. 

TT7  £  have  already  obferved^  that  the  name  of  Caffers ^  orCafFen 
•^    Kaffers,  is  a  kind  of  nickname,  given  in  contempt  by«»^Ca- 
the  Arabian  Mohammedans  to  all  the  Africans  in  general,  who^^**"*** 
are  either  Idolaters,  or  even  of  a  contrary  religion ;  that  word  '^^^J'fi] 
fignifying  without  lauJ,  or  lawlefs,  and  is  often  applied  to^^  ^*' 
Chriilians  as  well  as  to  Infidels.     But  geographers  confine 
it  to  thofe  wild  nations  only  who  live  in  the  moft  fouthern 
part  of  jifricoi  and  comprehend  their  whole  country  under 
the  general  name  of  Cafraria^  though  they  arc  not  agreed 
about   affigning  its  boundaries  on  the  north  fide  * ;  and  no 
wonder,  confidering  the  little  commerce  the  Europeans  have 
with  them.     So  that  the  generality  of  them  make  them  h^- Northern 
^a  at  Capo  Negro^  on  the  weftern,  and  the  mouth  of  the  ri-  boundaries 
vcr  Cuama  oa  the  eaftern  coaft,  and  to  extend  quite  to  that  oiuncertain. 
Good  Hope  on  the  fouth,  including  therein  the  whole  nation  of, 
the  Hottentots^  who  inhabit  the  moft  fouthern  part,  tho'  thcfe 
laft  plainly  .appear,  in  all  refpefts,  to  be  a  different  race  from 
all  the  o\h^  Africans y  as  we  (hall  (hew  in  the  next  chapter  *. 
But  if  by  Caffers  and  Cafraria  we  muft  underftand  all  the 
heathen  and  idolatrous  nations  who  inhabit  this  fouth  iide  of 
Africa^  it  is  certain  thofe  northern  limits  will  extend  them- 
selves much  farther  on  that  fide,  at  leal):  on  the  inland,  and 
will  include  not  only  the  kingdoms  of  Monomotapa  and  Mo- 
noanugi,  already  defcribed,  together  with  thofe  of  Anzico, 
Fungono^  Metamba,  and  others  we  (hall  fpeak  of  in  the  fequel, 
but  the  countries  ,of  the  Gallas^  Jo-goes y  on  the  fouth  fide  of, 
AhiJJiniaj  the  Monfoles^  and  other  nations  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  extend  themfelves  between  that  empire  and  the  king- 
doms oiliongOy  LoangOy  Angola^  <bc.  as  far  northward  as  the 
Mountains  rf  the  Moon,  and  how  much  further,  is  beyond 
our  power  to  decide,  with  any  tolerable  probability,  from  the 
difl[bnancy  of  our  geographers  and  their  maps.     We  may 
even  add,  that  they  fometimes  contradiA  themfelves,  as  one 
may  fee  by  the  difference  there  is  between  the  map  which 
Mr.  De  llfle  gave  us  of  this  country,  in  conjunftion  with  that 
of  the  Idngdom  of  Kongo,  and  that  which  he  publifiied  of  the 

•  Dc  hoc,  Confer,  int.  al.  Sanut,  Linschot,  Ramus,Pur- 
cuAS.  &  al.  Dapper,  La  Croix,  &  al.  *  De  bis,  vid. 

lop,  vol. >:•  p.  475,  k  fcq. 

Hh  3  wholtt 
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whole  continent  of  Africa^  the  one  in  1 708,  and  the  other  in 
1722  **•  The  truth  is,  there  is  really  no  country  properly 
fo  called,  and  the  Portuguefe  having  mifiaken  the  jirabic 
word  Cc^cr  for  the  name  of  a  country,  inftead  of  a  reproach- 
ful  epithet,  have  led  the  reft  into  the  fame  error;  for  which 
reafon  we  Ihall  forbear  faying  any  thing  more  of  it  under 
the  former  notion,  but  only  add,  with  refpeft  to  the  latter, 
that  all  the  vaft  traft  of  inland  from  the  Hottentots  to  the 
equinoxial  line,  and  beyond,  may  juftly  be  called  by  that  odi- 
ous name  of  Cafraria^  or  Infidel  land,  feeing  the  whole  race 
of  its  inhabitants  are  not  only  ail  idolaters,  but  addi<5led  to 
the  vileft  and  moft  inhuman  fuperftitions  and  witchcrafts, 
perhaps  of  any  nation  in  the  world,  and  fuch  as  the  very 
Hottentots  are  utter  ftrangers  to ;  but  on  which  we  ftiall  not 
here  enlarge,  becanfe  we  ftiall  haveoccafion  to  mention  them 
in  the  fequel,  in  our  route  along  the  weftern  coafts,  fo  far  at  leaft 
as  our  miffionaries  have  dared  to  penetrate  amongft  them.  The 
misfortune  is,  that  the  ferocity  and  cruelty  of  thofe  favages, 
joined  to  the  exceifive  heat  and  unhealthinefs  of  thefe  climes, 
hath  proved  a  conftant  difcouragement  to  thofe  good  fathers 
from  rifking  the  lofs  of  their  lives  and  labours  am(H)gft  them. 
So  that  there  have  been  but  very  few  who  penetrated  far  into 
the  inland ;  and  of  thefe  one  part  died  fo  foon,  either  through 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  badnefi  of  the  food,  and  the  terrible 
fatigues  they  were  expofed  to,  or  were  deterred  by  their  ill 
fuccefs  from  flaying  any  time  among  them  ;  and  at  their  return 
home  gave  fuch  a  dreadful  acfcount  of  this  miifion,  that  few, 
if  any,  have  been  fent  thither  fince,  except  to  fuch  maritime 
places  where  the  Portuguefe  or  other  Europeans  are  fettled  f : 
and  hence  it  is  that  we  know  fo  little  of  that  vaft  inland  trad, 
notwithft anding  what  Dapper y  La  Croix ^  and  others,  have  writ-  ^ 
ten  concerning  it  from  hearfay  reports  ;  authorities  to  which, 
we  think,  no  credit  can  fafely  be  pven,  except  only  what  more 
immediately  relates  to  the  Hottentots^  with  whom  they  have 
plainly,  though  abfurdly  enough.  Confounded  them.  Inftead 
therefore  of  troubling  our  readers  with  a  long  detail  of  na- 
tions, of  whom  we  know  little  elfe  but  their  names,  even  if 
thefe  may  be  relied  on,  we  fhall  now  readily  clofe  up  this 
chapter,  in  order  to  open  our  way  in  the  next  to  thofe  more 
remote  natives  of  Africa^  as  well  as  thofe  kingdoms  and  na- 
tions who  inhabit  its  weftern  coaft,  vnth  whom  we  are  much 
tetter  acquainted. 

*>  Confer,  De  LisLs'smap,  1708,  k  not.  D'Ahville.    t  Vi4. 
P.  Cavazz.  Hift.  of  Kongo,  &c. 
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CHAP.    Vlil. 

fie  Hijlory  oftht  various  Nations  ofibe  Hottentots, 
mtb  their  Coafis  \  together  with  the  Dutch  Settle- 
mttts  on  or.ahout  them. 

SECT.    I. 

TH  E  Hottentot  coaft,  which  furrounds  the  empire  of  Mo-  Situati 


'«« 


•*•  iwtmtapa  in  the  form  of  a  horfe-lhoe  on  the  eaft,  fouth^  and  ex' 
and  weft,  extends,  according  to  Magin,  from  the  weft  of  Ca-  tent, 
ho  Negro  as  far  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopej  and  from  thence 
aorthward  to  the  river  Magnica^  or  Rio  de  S.  Spirito,  including 
Mattatan,  a  diftindl  kingdom.  According  to  Sanut^  this 
coaft,  hegioning  at  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  under  the 
tropic  of  fii^riVorw,  in  28  deg.  and  a  half  of  fouth  latitude, 
extends  north  beyond  the  Cape  to  the  coaft  of  Zanguebar, 
having  the  Indian  fea  on  the  eaft,  the  Ethiopic  on  the  weft,  the 
foothern  ocean  on  thefouth,  and  on  the  north  the  kingdoms  of 
Matatan,  Monomotapay  and  the  coaft  of  Zfl«^(?*^r,  or  rather 
the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  which  divide  it  from  the  reft  of 
the  continent  *- 

The  natives,  whofe  original  name  has  been  miftaken,  and  Original 
bcBeved  by  Tachart,  Marklin,  Dapper,  Jrnold,  and  others,  name. 
a  nickname  only,  call  and  diftinguifti  themfelves  by  the  name 
oi Hottentot ;  who,  though  generally  confounded  by  jffttro^^^nx 
with,  and  denominated  Caffers,  from  Cafri,  an  Arabic  name, 
as  we  have  ftiewn  in  the  clofe  of  the  laft  chapter,  area  diftinft 
people,  of  different  colour  and  manner  of  life,  who  know  not, 
nor  have  any  traditional  account,  of  any  national-  appella- 
tion antecedent. to  xht2irnvz\oi Europeans,  who  have  re- 
mained where  they  are  ever  fmce  the  deluge,  or  originally 
defcended  from  the  ancient  Troglodytes y  the  pofterity  of  Jbra- 
ham  by  his  wife  Cethura.  Their  language  is  a  compofition 
of  the  ftrangeft  and  moft  difagreeable  founds,  deemed  by  many  / 
the  difgrace  of  fpeech,  without  human  found  or  articulation, 
refembling  rather  the  noife  of  irritated  turkies,  the  chat- 
tering of  magpyes,and  whooting  of  owk,juftly  confidered  the 
nionfter  of  languages,  attainable  only  by  youth,  and  childrea 
lH>rn  in  the  country,  and  never  to  be  acquired  by  ftrangers, 
the  found  depending  on  extraordinary  vibrations,  inflexions^ 
and  claftiing  of  the  tongue  againft  the  palate.  On  this  ac- 
count the  Hottentots,  who  are  hardly  intelligible  when  they 
fpeak  other  languages  (though  there  are  iuftances  of  fomc 

•  RoBBE  Gcogr.  vol.  ii.  p.  242.    La  Croix  Rclat.  vol.  iv.  p. 
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who  have  exprefled  themfdves  roandly)  are  efteemed  a  natioa 
of  ftammerers  ^  (A). 

The  coaft  is  extremely  moaatainous,  abounding  in  capes^ 
bays,  and  roads.  Thirty  leagues  to  the  esSk  of  the  Capif  rfGtxd 
Hope^  (ituated  in  24  degr.  21  min.  of  foutb  latitude^  ia  anc« 
thcr  cape  more  fouth,  beyond  deg.  25,  called  by  the  Portu- 
O^A  P^fi*.  ^^'^  ^^  doubled  it,  Cabo  das  Agulhas,  or  Cape  of  Nee- 
dks^  the  needle  of  the  compafs  appearing  to  them,  when  op- 
pofite  this  eminence,  to  turn  from  north  direA  fouth  ^  though 
later  mariners  have  remarked,  that  it  Aill  inclines  five  or  fix 
degrees  to  the  north-weft.  Near  this  cape  is  a  flat  fhore, 
with  plenty  of  fifh,  which  begins  in  the  weft  near  a  frefli  wa- 
ter  river,  and  extending  15  leagues  in  the  main  (ea,  ends  io 
the  eaft  near  Fijb  Bay.  CabQ  Falfoy  fo  called  by  the  Portu- 
guefe^  who,  returning  from  Indian  miftook  it  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope y  is  between  thefe  two  capes,  eight  or  nine  leagues  ^ 
caftward  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  \  the  Portugueje^  who  1 
believed  there  were  no  more  capes,  called  this,  which  they 
afterwards  difcovered  in  the  fame  courfe,  Cabo  Faljo.  Along 
the  coafts,  on  both  fides  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  are  many 
,fine  bays,  where  ftiips  may  ride  in  the  greateft  fafety.  Twen-t 
ty-feven  leagues  to  the  north-weft  is  Saldanha  Bay^  fo  named 
from  a  Portuguefe  captain  ftiipwrecked  on  that  coaft.  The 
largeft  and  moft  commodious  is  Table^  or  Vafel^  Bay,  on  the 
fouth,  and  near  the  mountain  of  that  name,  fix  leagues  in 
circumference,  with  four  fathom  water  clofe  to  the  beach, 
and  flickered  from  all  but  north- weft  winds,  which  blow 
Arait  up.  Oppofite  this  bay  is  Robu  EUan,  or  the.  J^nd  of 
Rabbits^  in  34  degr.  40  min.  of  fouth  latitude,  to  the  eaft  of 
Cinbo  das  Jgulbas,  and  67  leagues  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Peter  Both,  in  1 66 1 ,  difcovered  a  bay  which  he  named  Ukefi^ 
Iheltered  only  from  north  winds,  in  which  is  a  fmall  ifland, 
and  on  tbe  weft  a  rivulet  of  frefli  water,  extremely  conveni- 
ent for  European  mariners.  Twenty-five  or  thirty  leagues 
farther  eaft  jB«M  difcovered  Majbell  Bay^  afterwards  named 
by  the  Portuguefe  Seno  Formofo.  Next  to  this  \i  Seno  do  La' 
gOf  from  its  refemblance  of  a  lake.  There  arelfeveral  roads 
in  the  extent  of  this  bay,  and  an  ifland  called  Ma  dos  Coos. 
Cabo  do  S.  Francifco,  and  Cabo  das  Serras,  .are  marked  upon 

•>  KoLBKH,  Eng.  edit.  8*.  vol.  i.  o.  28,  30,  ji,  joo.    La 
Croix,  vol.  iv.  p.  38.  Sc  al.  fnp.  citat. 
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diarts  between  thefe  two  bays.    The  ifland  ContenU,  and' 
Cabo  eh  Jrecito,  are  near  Cabo  das  Serras ;  and  fomething  more  f 

uorth-eaft  is  St,  Chrtjio^her's  River ^  called  San  Chriftovano  by 
the  Pprtugnefey  and  by  the  Hottentots  Nagoa.  The  country 
beyond  this  river ,  was  called  by  the  Portuguefe^  who  difco- 
vercd  it  on  the  feftival  of  our  Lord's  nativity,  Terra  do  Natal. 
Between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Cape  das  Jgulhas,  are  the 
Sweet,  Salt,  and  Jaquilina  rivers,  which  run  into  the  fca  ; 
the  Sweet-water  river  flows  from  the  bottom  of  the  TMe 
mountain,  though  the  fpring  is  aflerted  to  rife  on  the  weft  of 
lake  Galey  between  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  and  to  run 
into  the  fea  near  Cape  Falfo.  Pigafetta  miftook  this  for  the  ^ 
river  Camijfa,  which  runs  from  that  lake,  and  whpfe  mouth 
is  more  eaftward,  and  nearer  Terra  do  Natal.  The  company 
of  the  fhip  Mauritius,  wrecked  on  this  coaft  in  1 662,  began  a 
fort  oppofite  this  river^  in  order  to  defend  and  fecure  a  wa- 
tering place,  but  the  work  was  never  completed.  The 
mouth  of  the  Salt-water  river,  fo  called  from  the  extreme 
white  fait,  made  therein  by  the  fun,  in  hot  and  droughty 
feafons,  is  on  the  eaft.  This  receives  the  frefti  water  of  three 
rivers,  about  nine  or  ten  leagues  up  the  country,  and  of  a  ri- 
vulet which  fprings  up  in  the  fands  about  half  a  league  from 
the  fhore.  The  mouth  of  {he  river  Jaquelina  is  alfo  on  the 
eaft,  and  half  a  league  diftant  from  the  Table  Gulph  ^^ 

There  are  no  confiderable  kingdoms  throughout  this 
large  extent  of  country,  the  whole  being  inhabited  by  dilFer- 
ent  nations  or  tribes  of  Hottentots,  governed  by  difterent 
Honquers,  or  chiefs,  .who  have  no  fixed  refidence,  living,  like 
the  Arabs,  in  huts  or  portable  houfes,  and  removing  their  , 
Kraals,  or  villages,  whenever  the  pafture  becomes  too  bare  for 
the  fubfjftcnce  of  their  cattle,  and  upon  the  natural  or  violent 
death  of  an  inhabitant.     The  kno>yn  nations,  according  to  Hottentot 
^    our  author  (who  efteems  the  feveral  details  of  the  Hottentot  natians. 
nations,  given  h-^  Dapper,  ^nderton,  Tachart,  and  others,  for 
the  moft  part  made  up  of  invention  and  hearfay)  are  the  Gun* 
jeman,  Kochaquan,  SuJJaquan,  Odiquan,  Chirigriquan,  Greater 
and  Lejfer  Namaqnan,  Jttaquan,  Koopman,  Hejfaquan,  Son- 
quan,  Dunqitan,   Damaquan,  Gauros  or  Couriquan,  Houteni^ 
fuan,  Chamtover,  and  Jfeihom^. 

The  Gimjeman  nation,  who  fold  their  territory,  ftill  live  Gunje- 
promifcuoufly  among  the  Dutch,  holding  a  fmall  part  only  man. 
of  their  ancient  pofleffions.  This  nation,  called  alfoGoringhai" 
fias,  pretend  to  the  property  of  the  C:i/^,of  which  they  are  fetid 
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to  be  natives.  They  conCfted  of  about  95  families,  and  fcnt 
into  the  field  3  or  400  men  capable  of  b^ing  arms^. 
Kodia*  The  Kochaquan,  called  SaldachaPers  by  Dapper^  border 
quan.  northward  on  the  Gunjeman^  and  hold  the  greatefl  part  of 
their  territory,  the  meadows  excepted,  which  are  extremely 
£ne  and  numerous,  andpoflefled  by  the  Europeans^  who  fur- 
nish the  company's  (hips  with  provifions.  The  Dutch  keep 
a  conftant  guard  in  this  country  for  the  fecurity  of  their  fait 
pi^s,  to  watch  thefea,  and  to  give  notice  to  the  Cape  of  flups 
in  fight.  The  chief  of  this  nation,  conMing  of  4  50  families 
iahabitiog  Kraals  a  quarter  of  a  league  dlllant  from  each 
other,  and  containing  30,  40,  and  50  families,  aiTumes  the 
title  of  Schecky  and  pretends  to  the  fovereignty  over  all  Hot- 
tentots ^  75  leagues  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Oldafoa^ 
who  had  but  one  wife,  being  extremely  chafte  for  a  Hotten- 
tot ^  was  the  reigning  Scheck  in  1661,  of  a  well  proportioned 
body,  and  of  the  fweeteft  and  moft  peaceable  difpofitioQ. 
This  prince,  who  avoided  broils  and  contentions  with  the 
Dutch,  dying  of  a  lingering  diforder,  left  one  daughter,  the 
princefs  Ramis,  His  viceroy  Gonnomoa,  extremely  corpulent, 
and  known  to  the  Europeans  by  the  name  of  the  Black  Cap- 
tain, had  three  wives  and  {everal  children  ;  and  Caueo/oa,  the 
third  perfon  in  the  flate,  of  a  genteel  appearance  for  z  Hot- 
tentot, was  a  courteous  and  polite  man  ^ 
Suffa-  The  SuJ/aquan,  or  SaJ/lquan,  border  northward,  at  fomc 

^uan.  diftance  from  Saldanha  Bay,  on  the  Kochaquan  nation.  A  great 
part  of  this  tribe  were  numerous  and  rich  in  cattle,  till  plun- 
dered by  Dutch  freebooters,  who,  in  the  infancy  of  their  fettlc- 
ment,  pillaged  and  robbed  the  Hottentot  nations,  forced  them  to 
abandon  their  country ;  and  the  fooner,  on  account  of  the 
fcarcity  of  fpring  water.  This  nation  feems  Jo  be  the  Chainon* 
quan,  mentioned  by  La  Croix  2,  a  numerous  and  rich  people, 
who,  with  their  aged  chief  Soufoa,  and  his  fon  Goboa,  married 
to  Camj/&^,  retreated  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ^^i/^,  to  a 
more  diftant  country,  towards  the  Cobon'as,  the  blackefl  of  the 
Negroes,  with  long  hair,  and,  by  the  account  of  th&Cape  Hot- 
tentots, a  canibal  nation,  pofTeiled  of  mountains  producing 
plenty  of  the  greateft  curiofitics.  The  Hottentots  difdain 
defcent  kindred,  and  conneftion  with  thefe  people. , 
.Odiqaan.  To  the  Sujjaquan  adjoins  the  Odiquan  nation.  Thefe  two 
tribes  having  entered  into  a  perpetual  confederacy  againft 
the  Chirigriquan  neighbouring  nation,  with  which  they  have 
had  long  and  bloody  wars,  Join  upon  the  lead  injury  or  affront 

«  La  Croix  ib.  p.  1 5.  &  al.  fup.  citat.  Sec  alfo  before,  vol.  x; 
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given  by  the  Cbingrijuam,  in  purfnit  of  fatisfaAion  and  re- 
venge. 

The  Chirigriquan  is  the  next  nation ;  a  numerous  people,  Chir^gti* 
ronarkably  ftrong  in  body,  and  &med  amongft  the-  Hotten-  quan. 
totsfor  their  dexterity  in  thro-wing  the  Haflagaye.  T  he  Ekphant 
i?iwr,  fonanttcd  from  thegreat  number  of  elephants  frequenting 
its  banks,  runs  crofs  this  country,  whofe  fdl  is  fuperior  to  the 
Suffaquan  and  Odiquan,  There  are  many  hills,  Mrhofe  tops,  like 
moft  others  in  Hottentot  countries,  are  covered  with  meadows 
and  a  large  thick  wood,  divided  by  feveral  roads,  yet  ex* 
tremely  dangerous  to  pafs,  on  account  of  lions,  tigers,  leo- 
pards, and  wolves.  This  nation,  with  which  a  regular  com- 
merce has  been  eftablifhed,  were  extremely  furious  againfl: 
Europeans y  having  greatly  fuffered  by  the  Dutch  freebooters, 
who  robbed  them  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner  of  their  lives 
and  cattle. 

The  two  Namaquan  nations,  of  the  fame  name,  yet  differ-  Nama- 
cnt  in  form  of  government,  and  manner  of  life,  of  the  beft  <iuan, 
fenfe  amongft  the  Hottentots,  and  able  to  take  the  field  with 
20,000  men,  are  greatly  refpefted  for  their  ftrength,  valour, 
and  difcretion,  and  the  women  are  extremely  gay  and  artfai.. 
The  Lejfer  lies  on  the  coaft ;  the  Greater  is  the  next  nation 
eaftward.  Both  territories  are  mountainous,  ftoney,  and 
fandy,  the  foil  of  the  vallies  indifferent,  with  little  wood, 
and  but  one  fpring.  The  Elephant  River,  which  rrns  thro* 
the  two  countries,  principally  fupplies  the  inhabitants  with 
^ater.  There  are  numbers  of  wild  beafts,  and  a  particular 
fort  of  deer  in  thefe  countries,  fpotted  white  and  yellow, 
never  feen  fingle,  but  herding  in  hundreds,  and  fometimes  in 
thoufands  together.  The  flefh  is  generally  fat  and  delicate, 
but  of  different  tafte  from  European  venifon.  The  Nama- 
quans, '  wha,  like  the  Chirigriquans,  were  extremely  exafpe- 
rated  againft  Europeans,  by  the  cruelty  and  rapine  of  Dutch  . 
freebooters,  who,,  without  quitting  the  field,  had  main- 
tained a  battle  for  three  days,  and,  defpairing  of  viftory  by 
force,  had,  by  ftratagem,  vanquished  and  defeated  a  Dutch 
party,  who,  finding  their  propofals  of  peace  rejefted,  had 
tefolved  upon  giving  the  moft  diftinguiihed  proofs  of  their  ^ 
courage,  appointed  and  fent  a  depu  tation  to  Mr.  VanAJfenbourgy 
who  arrived  at  the  Cape  in  1708,  to  aflure  that  governor  of 
their  readinefs  to  enter  into  and  obferve  exaftly  a  treaty  of 
alliance.  The  deputies  wore  a  fmall  plate  of  poliffied  iron, 
in  the  fliape  of  a  hatf-moon,  on  their  foreheads ;  and  having 
waited  on  the  governor,  and  difcharged  their  commiffion  with 
furprifing  ability  and  difcretion,  to  the  great  honour  of  their 
^tfpeflive  nations  5  and,  having  been  liberally  entertained  for 
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fome  days  at  the  company's  expence,  returned  extremely  fa- 
tisfied,  and  complimented  the  governor  at  their  audience  of 
leave,  that  they  promifed  themfelves  from  his  perfonal  virtues 
all  peace  and  fecurity  ;  and  that  they  (hquld  not  fdl  of  makr 
ing  the  fame  impreffions  on  their  countrymen,  which  they  had 
themfelves  received  of  his  integrity,  difiatereftednefs,  and  ge- 
nerofity. 

These  Hottentots  travel  150  and  200  leagues  from  the 
Cape,  RMeck,  govemoi:  of  the  Dutch  fettlement  in  1661,  fent 
13  Dutchmen  in  an  equipage  drawn  by  four  oxen,  in  order 
to  eftablifh  a  correfpondence,  and  to  difcover  gold  or  other 
curiofities  among  the  Namaquans  f.  The  ambafladors  having 
travelled  1 50  leagues,  at  length  difcovered  the  Namaquan 
Kraals,  and  were  received  with  great  courtefy  and  civility. 
They  were  firft  entertained  for  four  hours  by  a  band  of  one 
hundred  muficians  with  a  concert  of  Namaquan  compofitlon, 
condu<fied  afterwards  to  the  palace,  and  introduced  to  king 
jicambia,  whofe  three  daughters  were  of  gigantic  ftature,  and 
regaled  by  his  majefty  with  milk  and  mutton.  The  ambafla- 
dors  having  prefented  the  king  and  people  with  bits  of  cop- 
per, grains  of  coral,  fome  brandy  and  tobacco,  and  inftrufted 
the  Namaquans  in  the  ufe  of  that  weed,  with  which  they 
were  before  unacquainted,  returned  perfeclly  fatisfied  with 
and  convinced  of  the  extraordinary  ftature  of  the  Namaquans, 
and  the  beauty  of  the  ladies,  whofe  perfons  and  apparel  were 
befmeared  with  greafe,  though  adorned,  like  the  Songuas, 
with  umbrella's  of  oftrich  feathers.  On  November  14  of  the 
fame  year,  13  more  fet  out  from  the  fort  for  a  more  accurate 
difcovery  of  this  nation,  12  only  returned  on  February  13,  in 
the  following  year,  who  gave  an  account  that  one  of  the  com- 
pany had  been  killed  by  an  elephant  :  that  having  travelled 
1 50  leagues,  without  a  lucky  or  amufing  adventure,  they  had 
difcovered  oQ&Chirigriquan  hut  near  the  place,  where  theiVd* 
maquans  had  before  refided  who,  they  learnt,  had  departed, 
and  gone  to  a  diftant  country,  nor  would  they  be  heard  of  in 
lefs  than  a  year  ^. 
Atta-  The  Attaquans  are  a  brave,  fprightly,  contented  nation, 

qoan.  who  are  feldoni  at  war,  living  in  tranquility,  in  fmall  bodies, 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other,  the  foil  of  their 
country  being  indiflferent,  and  ill  provided  with  water.  Thefe 
Hottentots  make  fires  at  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains 
when  under  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy.  Upon  thefe  fignals 
the  moft  able  to  bear  arms  repair  to  a  fixed  place  of  rendez-' 
vous,  and  a  numerous  army  is  immediately  ailembled* 

t  De  hoc,  vid.  fup,  vol.  x,  p.  470,  &  feq.        ^  Idem,  p-  28. 
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ThS  Koopman  nation,  fo  named  from  one  of  their  captains,  Keep-, 
lies  fouthward  of  the  Gunjeman.  The  Palamit,  a  rapid  river,  mao« 
receiving  on  both  iides  ieveral  rivulets,  and  a  confiderable 
flream,  called  the  Black  River,  has  its  fource  in  Drakenftein 
mountains,  and  runs,  winding  itfelf,  through  the  vallies  of 
this  territory,  into  thefea.  There  is  a  hot  bath,  and  feveral 
falt-pits  in  this  country,  where  Europeans  are  continually 
taking  in  many  large  and  rich  trads  of  land,  unemployed  by 
the  Koopmans.  This  territory  is  extremely  fertile,  abounds 
in  wood,  and  is  well  watered. 

The  Hejfaquan,  the  richeft  of  Hottentot  nations,  whofe  Heflk- 
Kraals  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  beft  peopled,  border  like*  ^^^ 
wife  on  the  Gunjeman  nation.  Thefe  Hottentots  trade  con- 
fiderably  with  Europeans  ;  many  enter  into,  and  make  for- 
tunes in,  their  fervice,  employing  their  wages  in  the  pdrchafe 
of  cattle.  This  territory,  whofe  pa^ures  are  covered  with 
great  and  fmall  catde,  is  elleemed  the  moft  fertile,  the  Hejfa- 
guans  the  moft  luxurious  and  effeminate  Hottentot  nation, 
and  lefs  inclined  to  war ;  are  brave  upon  occafions,  but  never 
purfue  enemies  beyond  their  frontiers. 

The  Sonquan  nation  inhabit  a  mountainous,  rocky^  and  Sonquan. 
poor  country,  to  the  eaft  erf,  and  bordering  on,  the  Koopman. 
The  enterprifing  and  lively  SonquaSy  who  are  dexterous  in 
the  management  of  arms,  and  in  chace,  take  up  in  general  the 
military  profeilion,  ferving  as  mercenaries  the  Hottentot  na* 
tions.  The  Sonquas,  3  or  4000  in  number,  are  great  hunt* 
ers,  men  and  women  ;  their  diet  is  venifon,  and  roots  inftead 
of  bread  ;  their  drefs  buffalo  fkins,  and  the  women  adorn 
their  heads  with  umbrella's  of  oflrich  feathers.  The  Sonquas, 
who  are  no  admirers  of  honey,  are  famed  at  the  Cape  fdr  en- 
gaging bees;  barter  great  quantities  with  the  Europeans,  who 
mix  it  with  water  for  refrefhing  draughts. 

The  Dunquans  are  next  to  the  Sonquan  nation ;  whofe  ter-  Dun- 
ritory  is  lefs  mount^nous,  and  extremely  fruitful,  abound-  ^luan. 
ing  throughout  with  cattle  and  game,  and  well  watered  by 
feveral  rivulets  running  through  into  the  Palamit  river. 

The  DamaquanSy  great  hunters  and  admirers  of  the  flefh  Dama- 
of  wild  beafts,  are  the  next  and  adjoining  nation,  poflefHng  aquans. 
more  level  traifl  of  land,  equally  fruitful  and  plentiful  in 
cattle  and  game,   and  producing  water  melons  and  wild 
hemp.     There  are  feveral  falt-pits;  but  great  fcarcity  of 
wood;   and  a  fort  of  mofs,  ofFenfivewhen  fet  on  fire,  is 
made  ufe  of  for  fuel.     The  river  Palamit,  which  turns  and 
winds  throughout  this  country,  without  any  bridges,  is  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  to  travellers;  who  are  obliged  to  pafs. 
it  in  finall  canoes,  or  on  floats  of  timber. 
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Tas  Gauroff  or  Gaunquan^  who  lie  next  to  the  Dama- 
quan,  are  a  numerous  people,  living  in  great  eafe  and  plentf 
in  a  fmall  territory^  fwarming  with  more  wild  beafts  than 
any  country,  about  the  Ca^,  The  foil  is  extremely  rich  and 
fruitful,  well  watered,  and  abounding  with  wood.  Tbein* 
habitants,  whofe  courage  and  dexterity  are  frequently  exer* 
dfisd,  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  their  apparel  which  is  made 
of  the  ikins^of-  wild  animals. 

The  Houteniquan,  whofe  territory,  full  of  woods,  inter- 
mixed with  meadows,  produces  a  wonderful  variety  of  herbs 
and  beautiful  flowers  of  exceeding  fragancy,  lie  on  the  coaft 
to  the  north-eaft  of  the  Gauras. 

The  Gauriquas  and  Houteniguas  zrc  very  probably  the 
Carigriquan  and  Ho/aan  Hottentots^  who  were  ftiepherds  and 
hunters,  inhabitants  of  the  lands  round  the  vallies  of  Sal* 
danha  bay. 

The  Chamtovers^  who  border  on  the  Houtemguas^  pof« 
fefs  a  flat  traA  of  land,  extremely  fertile,  and  abounding  in 
pafiures,'  with  fmall  woods  of  the  mo£t  lofty  trees,  in  the 
Hottentot  territories.  There  is  game  and  all  kinds  of  wild 
beafts ;  and  feveral  large  ftreams,  enriched  with  various  forts 
of  river  and  fea  fifli,  divide  and  water  the  country. 
Heykoms.  The  Heykoms,  who  lie  northeaftward,  and  border  on  the 
CbamtoverSy  are  expofed  and  fubje£t  to  great  inconveniencies 
and  ftiifts,  from  the  want  of  water :  yet  the  vallies  of  this 
exceeding  mountainous  country  are  fertile,  and  cattle  of  every 
kind  thrive  on  the  brackifh  water,  and  reeds  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivers.  ^11  kinds  of  game  and  wild  animals  abound  in 
this  territory. 

There  are  feveral  nations,  hitherto  fcarce  known,  that 
extend  themfelves  along  the  coaft,  from  the  Gauros  as  far  as 
Terra  do  Natdi;  and  the  Chorogaugaus  poflefs  a  large  traft 
of  country  northward,  bordering  on  th^Attaguas^  with  many 
others  between  this  nation  and  Angola  *. 
Births  and  The  HottentotSy  who  are  brought  into  the  world  by  the 
iharaBer  affiftance  of  a  decoAion  of  milk  and  tobacco,  to  forward 
•fthe^ox.'  their  births,  and  immediately  rubbed  with  frefti  cowdung,  af- 
terwards waftied  with  the  juice  of  Hottentot  figs,  and  when 
dried  by  the  fun,  bcfmeared  with  melted  butter  or  fat,  then 
named  by  the  mother  or  father  Horfe^  Lion^  Sheepy  j/s,  ifc. 
according  to  their  efteem  for  the  beaft,  and  taught  to  fmoak  as 
foon  as  weaned,  are  of  good  ftature,  well  made,  both  fexes 
creft,  from  five  to  fix  feet  high,  the  women  excepted,  who 
are  ihort,  with  fmall  and  tender  feet,  fubjeft  to.  few  diftem- 
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pers,  and  gcfterally  of  long  life.  Their  colour  is  of  a  tut  or 
dingy  olive :  their  heads  are  large,  with  piercing  eyes,  and 
nofes  flatted  by  art,  with  thick  lips,  and  teeth  white  as  ivory, 
their  wool,  like  Negroes,  is  ftiort,  and  black  as  jet,  and  then- 
feet  large  land  broad.  The  Hottentots y  fenfible  of  the  noble 
fruits  reaped  from  indulVry  by  Europeans^  remain  the  moft 
lazy  people  in  the  univerfe :  neither  fex  pares  the  nails  of  fin- 
gers or  toes :  they  efteem  thinking  as  labour,  and,  abhorring 
both  as  capital  plagues,  pafs  three  parts  in  four  of  their  lives 
with  amazing  ftupidity  in  (hameful  idlenefs.  They  are,  not* 
withftanding,occafionally,furprizingly  aftive;  they  furpafs  in 
fwiftnefs  the  fleeteft  horfe,  and  are  famed  for  dexterity  in 
difcharging  arrows,  throwing  (tones,  Haflagayes  and  Rackum 
flicks ;  and,  though  unacquainted  with  agriculture,  and  the 
qualities  of  tobacco,  before  the  arrival  of  Europeans ,  excel, 
and  are  often  confulted  by  moft  refident  in  the  country,  in  the 
management  of  lands,  and*choice  of  tobacco.  Their  mutual 
afFcftion,  liberality,  and  benevolence,  extends  to  each  other  in- 
the  moft  friendly  manner,  and  naturally  compaffionating 
diftrefs ;  are  extremely  hofpitable  to  ftrangers  of  every  nation. 
They  are  of  good  fenfe,  and  in  integrity,  in  the  expeditious 
execution  of  juftice,  and  in  chaftity  excel  all  or  moft  nations 
in  the  world,  yet  praftife,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  eminent  vir- 
tues, the  moft  barbarous  and  unnatural  cruelties,  upon  the 
bare  authority  of  Hottentot  cuftoms,  the  foundation  and  folc 
reafon  of  all  their  inftitutions  ^, 

On  the  birth  of  twin  girls,  or  of  a  boy  and  girl,  if  the  pa-  Barbarous 
rents  are  rich,  and  the  mother  complains  of  the  want  of  milk,  cuftoms. 
or  the  feme  plea,  or  poverty,  is  fet  up  by  the  indigent,  the 
worfe-featured  of  the  girls,  who  always  fufFer  in  other 
ttrths,  is  allowed  by  the  whole  Kraal,  aflembled  purpofely 
to  determine,  to  be  buried  alive,  orexpofed,  ftretched  on  the 
back,  or  tied  to  the  bough  of  a  tree,  to  burds  or  beafts  of 
prey. 

If  the  eldeft,  and,  in  default  of  fons,  the  next  male  relation, 
who  inherits  2II  Hottentot  eftate^,  which  are  never  divided, 
nor  defcend  to  women,  who  are  debarred  even  of  legacies  but 
with  confent  of  the  heir,  determines  to  get  rid  of  his  father, 
mother,  or  relation,  who  are  negarded  as  fuperannuated 
when  incapable  of  any  ufeful  domeftic  performance,  the 
Kraal  is  convoked,  and  informed  of  the  condition  and  re- 
queft  of  the  heir  ;  confent  is  never  refufed,  and  a  day  is  im- 
mediately appointed  for  the  removal  of  the  fuperannuated  • 
manor  woman,  whether  captain,  thewealthieft,  or  obfcureft, 

*  Ibid,  vol,  i.  p.  38,  117,  141,  211,  324.  &alib,  pair. 
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amongft  them,  and  the  perfoa  is  compelled  to  forrender  his- 
whole  eftate  to  the  claimant,  whether  fon  or  male  relation^ 
who  entertains  the  Kraal  that  bids  farewel,  and  attends  the 
fuperannuated  perfon,  >vho  is  conveyed  upon  a  carriage  ox, 
.  placed,  lefty  and  abandoned  by  all,  without  any  other  comfort 
or  afliftance,  in  the  middle  of  a  lone  hut,  but  that  of  a  {mall 
provifion  within  reach,  to  die  of  age  or  hunger,  or  to  be  de- 
voured by  wild  beads,  without  remorfe  or  fcruple  of  affedlion, 
duty  or  refpeft.  And  the  moft  impious  praftice  of  Hotten- 
tot you(h,  made  men,  of  reproaching,  infultlng,  and  beating 
their  mothers  with  impunity,  is  an  indulgence,  equally  bar- 
barous and  cru^  in  the  father,  as  unnatural  and  vicious  in 
the  fons,  and  muft  render  the  Hottentot  race  the  mofl  brutiih 
and  abominable  of  the  human  fpecies. 
Dre/s.  The  KroiTe,  or  fldn  of  a  fheep,  or  wild  beaft,  prepared 

with  cow-dung  and  {beep's  fat,  and  afterwards  greafed  with 
butter  or  fat,  fre{h  or  {linking,  according  to  the  rank  or 
wealth  of  tht  Hottentot,  hangs,  like  a  mantle,  over  the  {hool* 
ders,  high  or  low,  and  open  or  clofcd  before,  accordiog  to  , 
theYeafons,  or  cu{lom  of  the  tribe.  The  men,  who  have  do 
covering  but  a  compofition  of  fat,  foot,'*'and  dirt,  in  the  mo{l 
raging  heats,  wear  cat  or  lamb-{kin  caps  in  cold  and  wet  fea« 
fons.  The  face  and  fore  part  of  the  neck  are  always  bare ;  and« 
the  verenda  excepted,  which  are  covered  with  a  KuU  KroflTe, 
or  piece  of  wild  bea{l  {kin,  they  go  naked  from  the  hips  dowa< 
wards.  Leather  {lockings,  and  fandals  cut  out  of  the  raw  hides 
of  elephants  or  oxen,  are  ufed  occa{ionally,  in  driving  their 
herds  to  pa{lure,  or  in  paffing  fands  or  rocks.  A  greafy  pouch 
hangs  about  their  necks,  with  a  knife,  pipe,  tobacco^  Dacha, 
and  a  fmall  piece  of  wood  called  Su/a,  burnt  at  both  ends 
againfl  witchcraft.  Three  ivory  rings  adorn  the  left  arm,  to 
which,  on  journies,  is  fa{lened  a  bag  of  provi{ion$.  The  Kirri 
and  Rackum  {licks  are  in  the  right  hand,  and  another  is  car* 
ried  in  the  left,  with  a  bu{hy  tail  of  a  wild  cat,  fox,  or  other 
animal  fa{lened  to  it  for  a  handkerchief.  The  Honquers  and 
captains,  who  were  formerly  di{lingui{hed  only  by  fair  {kins 
of  tygers  or  wild  cats,  appear  at  prefent  at  the  head  of  the  , 
army,  in  councils,  and  on  every  folemn  occa{ion,  with  brafs 
crowns,  and  brafs-headed  canes.  Thefe  ornaments  were  pre- 
fented  by  the  Dutch  to  the  chiefs  and  captains  c^  the  nations 
in  their  alliance,  and  are  now  annexed  to,  defcend  with,  and 
are  e{leemed  an  unalienable  property,  and  di{lin£live  badge 
of  their  dignity.  The  women,  whofe  hair,  like  the  men's,  is 
^  fliort,  woolly,  and  black,  conftantly  wear  caps  made  of  the  {kins  . 
of  wild  animals,  pointing  fpirally  up  from  the  crowns  of  thdr 
head6,  and  two  KrplTes^  the  \&Stt  undermoft;  which  being 
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Ihaped  and  worn  like  tho&  of  the  men^  open,  the  for^  part  of 
the  body  appears  naked  down  to  the  Pudenda  ;  a  wonderful 
broad  and  callous  excrefcence  growing  above  and  flapping 
over  the  Pudrnda^  feems  defigned  by  nature  to  conceal  tho^ 
parts,  which  are  always  covered  with  a  Kut  Krode,  made  of 
lheq)-ildh  ftripped  of  the  wool,  and  three  times  larger  than  • 
the  KuU  Kroffe  worn  by  the  men ;  the  pofteriors  are  hid  by - 
a  finall  Krofle,  fattened  round  the  waift,  which  reaches  below 
the  hams,  and  their  legs  are  encircled,  from  the  knee  to  the  i 

ankle,  with  flips  of  leaSier,  refembling  one  fmooth  continued 
Iwathc.  '    •       . 

Both  fex«$  are  fond  of  ornaments  ;  the  men  diftinguifli 
themfelves  by  bladders  of  wild  beafts,  blown  up  and  tied  to 
4e  hair,  which  is  powdered  with  buchu  ;  and  bits  of  brafs 
plates,  looking-glafs,  and  buttons,  are  intermixed ;  the  rich 
add  {neces  of  mother  of  pearl,  which  the  Hottentots,  fhape 
and  poiifh  in  the  moil  curious  manner.  Brafs  and  glafs  beads 
are  ornaments  the  moft  efteemed  and  worn  by  both  fexes, 
in  necklaces,  bracelets,  and  girdles  ;  the-  beads  for  the  waifl: 
are  ftained  with  various  colours.  The  ladies,  whofe  wool  is 
concealed  by  their  caps,  plaifter  their  fpreheads  with  greafe. 
and  buchu,  and  make  a  red  fpot  over  each  eye  and  cheek, 
upon  thenofe  and  chin.  The  bodies  of  bothfexes,  who  hold 
Ae  fat  of  fiih^in  the  utmoft  abhorrence,  are  befmeared  from 
Ae  crown  of  the  head  to  the  fole  of  the  foot  with  fat,  butter, 
and  foot  intermixed  ;  and  the  rich  difplay  their  luxury  ia. 
die  intenfenefs  of  greaie>  their  diflinf tive  mark  of  quality  and 
wcahh.      .  . 

These  people,  reftrained  by  traditionary  laws  from  tht  Manner  of 
flefti  of  hogs,  hares,  rabbits,  and  fi(h  without  fcales,  eat  in  \ht  eating  and' 
aoft  ravenous  manner,  when  their  humour  or  appetite  QdiWHydreffing 
in  the  open  air  when  fair,   and  within  doors  in  windy  or*^'^«^^» 
rainy  weather.     Hares  and  rabbits  are  allowed  to  the  women, 
but  the  pure  blood  of  beafts,  and  flefh  of  moles  are  permit- 
ted only  to  men,  who  eat  feparate,  the  wedding-day  ex- 
cepted, when  the  bridegroom  is  indulged  in  eating  with  the 
the  women.  .  Their  food  is  the  flefti  and  entrails  of  cattle, 
and  other  wild  beafts,  with  fruits  and  roots  of  various  kinds. 
Thefe  are  gathered  by  the  women,  whofe  choice  is  direfted 
by  the  hedgehog  and  Bavian  ape.  The  Hottentots  eat  no  fort 
of  fruitor  ropts  but  thofe  which  thefe  animals  feed  upon ;  and 
between. their  Jnderfinakens^  or  folemnities,  no  fleflx  but  of 
cattle  .that  dienaturally,  and  of  wild  beafts  or  venifpn.    The 
flefh  and  entrails  are  boiled  in  blood,  and  fometimes  in  milk, 
which,  according  to  our  author j  would  be  extranely  agree- 
able, but  for  the  filthinefs^  of  Ae  cooks.  Lice  are  commonly    v 
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eateo»  and  old  ihoes,  made  of  raw  hides  of  oxen  (x*  doer;  die 
hair  is  finged  off,  when  they  are  fteeped  in  water,  and  broiled 
on  die  fire.  No  fait  or  fpice  is  made  ufe  of  in  drefling  Hotten* 
M  difties,  yet  they  den>nr  with  great  avidity  the  ^ted  and 
high-feafoned  viftnals  of  Europeans.  The  ufuai  and  ordinary 
drink  is  cows  milk  and  water;  ewes  milk  is  permitted  (Mily  to 
women :  bnt  bothfexes,  who  are  inexpreffibly  fooUih  and  ex* 
travagant  when  drunk,  are  immoderate  lovers  of  wine,  bran-* 
dy,  and  arrack ;  and  their  pai&on  for  tobacco,  dacha,  or  wild 
hemp,  and  bufpach,oramixture  of  dacha  and  tobacco,  and  the 
rootkanna,  is  without  bounds. 
Contiftt"  The  chiefs,  or  Konquers,  of  each  nation,  who  are  heredi- 
mint.  tary,  engage  before  inflalment,  which  iy  performed  in  a  fo* 
lemn  manner,  to  preferve  the  ancient  form  of  government,  the 
prerc^tives  and  pnvileges  of  the  Kraals  and  people.  The 
command  of  the  army,  and  condu A  of  negotiations  of  peace, 
are  their  province,  who  prefide  alfo  in  the  councils,  which  are 
compofed  of  the  nobility,  or  captains  of  each  Sjraal,  and  col- 
lefb  the  votes,  the  majority  of  which  make  the  refoludons 
of  thefe  aflemblies  heM  at  the  refidence  of  the  chirf.  The 
captdns  of  every  Kcaal  equally  engage  not  to  alter  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Kraals.  Thdr  office  is  to  preferve  die 
peace,  adminifler  juftice,  and,  in  time  of  war,  to  command, 
under  the  chief,  the  troops  of  their  feveral  Kraals.  All  di^l 
and  criminal  caufes  are  heard  and  determined  by  them,  Aate 
criminals  excepted,  who  are  tried  by  the  chief,  or  Konquer, 
and  the  captains  of  every  Kraal,  aflembled  juridically  ^ 
Hottentot  'I'he  Hottentot  Kraals,  or  villages,  confift  of  low  hats  lika 
JD-Wi,  or  ovens,  whofe  area  is  oval,  about  14  feet  diameter,  ranged  in 
w'Uages.  a  circle,  built  with  flicks,  and  covereid  with  mats  made  of  flags 
and  bulrufhes,  interwoven  by  the  women,  in  the  dofeft  man- 
ner, when  dried  by  the  fun.  The  huts  appertaining  to  the 
rich  have  two  coverings ;  the  uppermoft  is  of  fldns,  not  pene- 
trable by  exceffive  heat  or  violent  rain.  None  reodve  light 
but  by  the  entrance,  an  arch  about  three  feet  high,  and  two 
broad,  with  a  Ikin  fkftened  to  it  to  take  up  or  let  down,  ac- 
cording to  the  ferenity  or  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The 
generality  of  Kraals  confun  from  three  to  four,  and  fomc 
five  hundred  inhabitants,  the  families  confift  of  ten  or 
twelve  perfons,  young  and  old,  who  lie  in  feparate  holes  dug 
round  the  huts  ;  in  the  middle  of  each  is  a  hole  about  a 
foot  deep,  for  the  fire-place.  The  furniture  of  thefe  finoaky 
Imts,  not  fubjeA  to  fire,  are  a  few  pots  for  coolung  and  drink* 

1  KotBtM's  Hift.  p.  84,  217,  tz^^k  alib^.  paiT.  0»;  Lopsx« 
]IIavity,  Dappsr^  &al«  ntib 


C.  8.  tie  Hottentots.  49^ 

iogi  a  few  earthen  veflels  for  milk  and  butter,  with  Eroftes^ 
bows  and  arrows,  Haflagayes,  Kirri  and  Rackum  flicks. 

There  is  but  oue  narrow  entrance  into  a  Kraal,  whofe 
area  is  green,  and  is  the  lodgment,  for  calve^and  fmall  cattle  : 
the  great  are.  ranged  round  the  Kraal  on  the  outiide,  with 
their  heads  clofe  to  the  huts,  and  tied  two  and  two  by  the 
Beck,  to  prevent  ftraying :  no  watch  is  appointed  to  guard  them  < 

from  wild  beafts,  the  cattle  giving  notice  of  the  approaching  ^ 
enemy  by  a  general  lowing  :  an  empty  hut  is  preferved  in 
every  Kraal  for  calves  and  lambs  too  weak  to  follow  their 
dams,  which  are  drove  to  pafture  between  fix  and  feven  in  the 
morning,  and  back. to  the  Kraal  between  five  and  fix  in  the 
evening. 

The  Hottentots,  whofe  hearts  are  fet  upon  their  cattle.  Manner  of 
their  only  weahh,  and  fole  objefts  of  their  care,  who  are  ex-  herdit^ 
tremely  afiefted  by  the  flouriftiing  or  declining  condition  oi  cattle. 
the  herds,  alternately  drive  and  tend  them  to  pafture,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  herds  and  number  of  men  in  the  Kraal,  where 
a  fingle  flieep  belonging  tp  the  pooreft  Hottentot  is  guarded 
with  equal  care  as  thoie  of  the  richeil  in  the  KraaU    The 
Backdeycrs,  a  fort  of  fighting  oxen,  chofen  by  the  moft  fldl- 
Ibl  Hottentot  for  the  purpofe,  tamed  and  trained  like  ele- 
phants in  Afiatic  nations,  for  war,  are  of  great  ufe  in  the 
conduft  of  the  herds,  who  bring  and  preferve  firagglers 
within  compafs.     Thefe  warriors  know  every  inhabitant  of 
the  Kraal,  and  furioufly  run  at  and  attack  the  Bufchies,  or 
robbers  of  cattle.   The  bulls  and  rams  run  with  the  cows  and  Memnerof 
ewes  the  whole  year :  thefe  the  Hottentots  geld  when  increaf-  gelding 
cd  beyond  the  proportion  of  the  herds,  tfee  bulls  at  one  year,  bulls  and 
and  the  rams  at  half  a  year  old.     The  bulls  are  thrown  upon  rams* 
their  backs,  and  their  horns  fixed  in  the  ground,  their  legs 
are  extended  to  the  full  ftretch,  by  ropes  faftened  to  flakes 
drove  into  the  ground  ;  the  tefticles  are  tied  up  in  the  bag  as 
tight  and  clofe  as  poflible,  to  flop  all  communication  with  tie 
veflels  above  :  the  animal  is  then  let  loofe  in  this  condition, 
and  the  tefticles  rot  off  in  time.     The  rams  tefticles  are  tied 
up  in  the  fame  manner,  but  bruifed  to  mafli  before  fet  at  li- 
berty. 

In  every  Kraal  is  a  phyfician,  an  officer  called  Suri,  cow-  Phyiei^ 
doftor,  and  midwife,  all  eleftive,  and  without  falary  %  a  fmaU^^^ . 
prefeiit  and  entertainment,  occafionally  accepted,  being  their 
only  pcrquifites.  The  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  the  pro- 
vhice  of  the  phyfician,  whofe  praftice  is  attended  with  fur- 
prifmg  fuccefs,  and  who  keeps  his  prefcriptions  and  remedies 
inviolably  f(:cret.  The  Suri  direfts  the  religious,  performs 
the  ihajiiagt  aad  funerd  ceremonies,  and  is  the  operator  in 
'  ^  li  :*  the 
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the  cuflom  of  deprimg  the  males  of  one  teftide.    The  cow^ 
doAor,  who  ftudies  the  diforders  incident  to,  infpefts  and 
watches  the  health  of  the  cattle.     The  midwife,  chofen  by 
the  women,  out  of  the  mofi  able  in  the  Kraal,  holds  her  office 
for  lif6. 
Peculiar        The  operation  on  the  male  children,  peculiar  to  Hotten*, 
^•'»-       tot  nations,  who  confefledly  furpafs  in  agiUty  all  others  in  the 
univerfe,   induced  Saar^  ^ogel,  Tachart,  Borving,  and  moft 
writers,  to  believe  their  furprifing  fwiftnefs  owing  only  to  the 
cxfeftion  of  the  tefticle,  and  the  original  caufe  of  the  praftice. 
Our  author,  notwithftanding  the  accounts  of  fome  Hottentots^ 
who  confirm  this  opinion,  afHims  the  praftice  religious,  af- 
ferting  the  intelligent  Hottentots,  who  keep  with  great  fe- 
crefy  the  origin  of  their  cuftoms  and  ceremonies,  to  be  quite 
frank  when  queftioned  on  this  point,  and  declare  the  obfer- 
vation  a  law,  of  the  breach  of  which  they  have  no  memory, 
that  has  prevailed  throughout  all  generations.  That  no  man 
Jhould  have  carnal  knowledge  of  a  woman  before  he  is  deprived 
of  the  left  tefticle :  that,  to  fccure  the  obfervance,  the  operation 
is  performed  on  the  children,  when  eight  or  nine  years  of 
age  :  that  fliould  a  marriage  be  confummated  previous  to  the 
cxfeftion,  the  man  and  woman  would  be  expofed  to  the  mer- 
cy of  the  chief,  and  the  woman  probably  tore  to  pieces  by 
her  fex,  who  have  a  prevailing  opinion  that  a  man  with  two 
tefticles  conftantly  begets  twins.   In  treaties,  therefore,  of 
marriage,  the  friends  of  the  contrafting  party,  to  avoid  an 
immodeft  examination,  certify  and  aver  the  operation  «». 
Manner  of     The  candidate  for  this  ftate  difcovers  his  intention  to  hli 
eourtjhipj  father,  if  living,  and,  in  cafe  of  his  death,  to  the  next  inau- 
and  nup'    thority  of  his  kindred,  whofe  approbation  is  abfolutely  necef- 
iial  cere-   fary,  who  repairs  with  the  youth  to  the  father  of  the  woman, 
mowf.        and  demands,  in  his  name,  the  daughter  in  marriage  :  the 
mother  is  inftantly  confulted  by  the  hufl>and,  who  returns  an 
immediate  anfwer,  feldom  negative,  unlefs  the  damfel  is  al- 
ready contrafted  :  in  this  cafe  both  depart  dfreftly.    If  the 
iffue  is  favourable,  and  the  youth  is  already  made  a  man, 
according  to  the  Hottentot  ceremonial,  two  or  three  of  the 
fatteft  oxen,  in  proportion  to  the  figure  of  the  family,  arc 
drove  to  the  refidence  of  the  lady.  The  relations  of  both  par- 
ties attend  the  nuptials,  thofe  of  the  bride  receiving  the  fek- 
tions  of  the  bridegroom  with  the  utmoft  civility  ;  the  oxen  arc 
killed ;  the  whole  company  befmear  their  bodies  with  the  fat 
and  buchu,  and  the  women,  to  appear  more  brilliant,,  daub 
their  foreheads,  cheeks,  and  chins,  with  red  chalk.     The 

f  Ibid. p.  1 13, 117,  n8; If  alib.  palT.  &  al*  ftip.  citat        j 
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Boptial  cttremony  approaching,  the  men  and  women  fquat 
themfelves  on  the  ground,  in  different  circles,  at  a  fmall  dif- 
6iice  from  each  other  ;  the  bridegroom  fquats  himfelf  in  the 
anter  of  the  circle  formed  by  the  men.  The  Suri,  or  mafter 
of  religious  ceremonies,  who  is  always  the  Suri  of  the  bride's 
Kraal,  enters  the  circle,  and  advancing  to,  pifles  oq,  the  bride- 
groom, who  receives  with  great  eagernefs,  and  rubs  the  urine 
into  the  furrows  of  the  fat  with  which  he  is  covered,'  till  the 
Snri  returns  from  the  woman's  circle,  where  he  performs 
the  fame  ceremony  over  the  bride,  who  receives  the  ftream 
vith  equal  refpeft.  The  ceremony  ends  with  the  flock  of 
Vriae,  and  the  following  wifhes,  which  are  pronounced 
^loud  by  the  Suri ;  May  you  live  long  and  happily  toge* 
tber  i  I  ivijh  you  much  joy  ;  may  you  have  a  fon  he* 
fore  the  end  of  the  year  ;  may  this  fon  prove  a  man  of  cou* 
tdge^  and  a  good  huntfman  ;  viay  this  fon  be  a  comfort  to  you 
ia.your  old  age.  An  entertainment  of  feafting  and  dancing 
concludes  this  and  every  Hottentot  folemnity  ;  but  it  is  re- 
markable that  thefe  people,  the  greateft  lovers  and  admirers 
of  mufic,  fhould  admit  none  in  their  marriage  fellivals. 
Polygamy  is  allowed ;  and  marriages,  upon  fatisfaftory  caufe 
Ihewn  to  the  Kraal,  may  be  diflblved  amongft  Hottentots ; 
t  man  who  is  divorced  from  his  wife  may  marry  again,  but 
a  woman  divorced  from  her  hufband  cannot;  nor  can  firft  or 
fecond  couiins  intermarry  :  relations  in  thefe  degrees  of  con- 
ianguinity,  convifted  of  marriage  or  fornication,  are  cudgelled 
to  death,  without  any  regard  to  wealth  or  power  ;  and  adul- 
tery is  alfo  puniflied  with  death  f. 

The  Hottentot  youths,  who  converfe  only  with  the  women  r^^^^^;^- 
(not  being  permitted  to  fpeak  to  men,  till  fummoncdinto  their  ^y«^^^ 
•fcciety,  and  made  men)  areinftrufted  in  the  laws  and  cuftoms  Hottentot 
oithtziiQi&vn^HotteJitots  by  thefe  female  repofitories  of  their  ya«/i&. 
opinions  and  traditions.  On  thefe  folemnities  the  inhabitants  af- 
femble  in  the  middle  of  the  Kraal,  where  the  men  fquat  in  a 
circle  on  the  ground. .,  The  oldeft  Hottentot  who  propofes  the 
youth's  introdudlion  into  the.afTembly,  receiving  an  unani- 
mous aflent,  advances  to.  the  candidate,   who  fits  fquatted  ' 
^^r  by,  but  within  five  pr  fix  inches  of  the  ground,  and  in  • 
forms  him  of  his  admittance  ;  that  his  thoughts,  words,  and 
aftions,  from  that  time,  are  to  be  manly,  and  that  all  converfatioa 
yith  his  mother,  which  would  banifiiand  render  him  unwor- 
thy of  the  fociety  of  man,  muft  fubfide  for  the  future.    The 
dder  then  pifles  on  the  youth,  who  rubs  the  urine  into  the       ' 
fet  and  foot  with  which  his  body  is  befmeared,  while  he  pro 

f  Ibid. p.  XS7'»58,  «S9- 
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ndunccs  aloud.  Good  fortune  attend  thee ;  ttve  to  Mage  ,*  m- 
creafe  and  multiply ;  may  thy  heard  grovj  foon, 
M^wur  0/  HO  TTE  NTO  TS,  like  other  nations,  fcnfibic  of  injuries, 
nvar.  and  keen  in  refentment,  feek  for  redrefs  in  war,  upon  invafions 
of  right,  and  national  affronts.  Every  Hottentoty  fired  with 
revenge,  flies  to  arms,  and  the  place  of  rendezvous,  whence 
deputies  are  difpatched,  previous  to  afts  of  hoMity,  to  re-  , 
moiiftrate  the  injury,  and  demand  fatisfaftion.  Upon  refii- 
fal  or  delay  of  juftice,  the  armed  nation  marches  in  fearch  of 
the  enemy  :  the  attack  begins  with  the  moft  frightful  noife, 
(howers  of  arrows  are  inftantly  difcharged,  the  Hottentots 
continuing  the  battle  in  alternate  fallies  and  retreats  to  the 
main  body ;  when  the  Haflagayes  arc  fpent,  throwing  Racknm 
flicks  and  flones,  for  want  of  arrows,  and  warding  off  thofe 
of  the  enemy  with  the  Kirri  flicks,  till  the  fortune  of  the  day 
declares  viftory,  which  depends  greatly  on  the  judgment  and 
conduft  of  the  chief,  in  the  diroftion  of  the  time  and  place 
for  driving  on  the  Backeleyers,  Thefe  animals  (lamp,  kick, 
and  gore  with  incredible  fury  and  aftivity  where-ever  they 
break  in  and  penetrate,  and,  if  well  followed  by  the  men, 
fpeedily  rout  the  enemy. 

A  BATTLE  generally  decides  the  war  ;  a  Hottentot  army 

once  routed  never  rallies.   The  conquerors  triumph  and  pur- 

fue  the  flying  enemy  with  aftonifhing  roarings,  flioutings,  and 

,     exclamations.     All  prifoners  are  killed,  and  both  armies  bury 

their  dead,  which  are  never  infulted  or  plundered. 

Deserters  and  fpies  are  immediately  put  to  death.  On 
treaties  of  peace,  part  are  delivered  up  by  the  contending  na- 
tions, and  the  reft  pafs  the  remainder  of  life  in  contempt  and 
want. 

The  Chantover  and  Heykom  nations  are  governed,  during 
the  battle,  by  a  pipe  like  a  flagelet,  played  upon  by  the 
chief.  Thefe  people  retreat  and  renew  fighting  as  the  pipe 
ceafes  or  continues  playing  ;  and  purfue  in  the  fame  manner, 
or  defift  purfuing,  the  flying  enemy. 

The  Nuniaquan^  Suffiquan^  and  (7Jigr2/^n  nations,  fight  with 
the  utmoft  bravery,  till  acquainted  that  their  lofs  is  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  when  they  leave  the  field. 

Several  nations  continue  fighting  while  the  general  lives, 
whole  cuftom  is  to  conquer  or  die. 

1>1E  Damnquan  and  Gauriquan  nations  fight  while  their 
fljenerals  are  in  fight;  and  their  armies  always  fly  when  the  ge- 
nerals disappear  or  are  flain. 

The  Hottentots,  who  are  efleemed  the  mofl  religious  ob- 
fervers  of  national  faith,  who  fight  with  equal  ardour  and 
reiolutjoii  to  fupport,  and  never defcrt,  the  caufc  of  their  allies, 

keep 
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keep  up  and  perform  mock  battles  in  time  of  peace,  In  order 
to  train  the  youth,  and  preferre  the  old  in  the  pradlice  of 
arms  »• 

General  hunts  amongft  H^ottenfots,  fend  of  the  fle(h  of  jii^^^^  ^^ 
Vild  beaftsy  and  particularly  that  of  tigers,  take  place  in  a  bunHng. 
fcaoxtCy  of  cattle,  or  when  the  ndghbgurhood  is  infefted  with 
thofe  animals.  The  arms  of  chace  and  war  are  the  fame, 
and  the  whole  Kraal  is  engaged  in  the  purfuit,  relieving 
each  other  with  incredible  Tpeed  and  refolution,  and  exhi* 
bidng  furprifing  aftivity  and  addrefs  in  their  attacks  and 
engagements  with  lions,  tygers,  leopards,  ifc.  They  furround, 
if  poffible,  thofe  animals,  by  dividing  into  different  parties, 
each  avoiding  the  efforts  and  leapings  of  the  beads,  raifed  to 
fury  when  gallefi  by  fhowcrs  of  arrows. 

A  -ff'^T'T'^iVTd?  7*  who  has  encountered  fingly,  andkillcda  Hottentot 
lion,  tiger,  leopard,  elephant,  rhinoceros,  ifc.  is  efteemed  and  btroes. 
diftinguilhed  as  an  hero.  Upon  his  return  xo  the  Kraal,  he  re- 
pairs to,  and  fquats  down  in,^his  own  Mt>  where  an  ancient 
Hottentot^  deputed  by  the  Kraal,  viilts  and  compliments  him 
m  their  name,  at  the  fame  time  giving  notice  of  their  expedl* 
ing  his  coining  to  receive  the  honours  due  to  his  exploit. 
The  hero  rifes  upon  the  meflage  being  delivered,  and  attends  '* 

the  deputy  to  the  middle  of  the  Kraal,  where  he  fquats  down 
on  a  mat,  fpread  for  the  folemnity  in  the  center  of  th^  men, 
vrho  fquat  xomhA  him  in  a  circle.  The  deputy  then  advances, 
who  pronounces  certain  words,  and  pifles  upon  him  from  head 
to  foot*  The  deputy  afterwards  lights  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  and 
having  fmoaked  two  or  three  whiffs,  delbers  it  to  be  fmoaked 
out  in  turns  by  the  aflembly,  and  the  aflies  are  fcattered  by 
the  deputy  on  the  hero,  who  inftantly  rifes,  the  whole  circlie 
rifmg  with  him,  and  receives  the  perfonal  compliments  and 
thanks  of  the;  Kraal  for  the  fignal  fervice  rendered  to  his 
country.  The  ceremony  finiftied,  the  hero  returns  to  his 
hut,  where  he  is  three  days  fumptuoufly  entertained,  at  the 
expence  of  the  Kraal,  with  the  niceft  rareties,  and  called  out 
to  no  publication;,  nor  is  his  wife  admitted  till  the  evening  of 
the  third  day,  when  the  hero  receives  the  lady  with  the  great- 
eft  marks  of  fondnefs  and  affe^ion  ;  a  fatfheep  is  killed,  and 
the  neighbours  are  entertained,  who  congratulate  the  lady 
tipon  her  being  reftored  to  the  arms,  and  become  a  partner  of 
her  hufband's  glory.  Every  Hottentot  enjoys  the  liberty  of 
hunting,  and  purfuing  his  game  throughout  the  }Iottentot 
«>uno:ies. 

S  Ibid.  p.  284,  &  feq. 
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JM  nnero/^  HOTTENTOTS  fifh  in  the  fea  and  rivers,  and  many  are 

fjf-^in^*      fifh'ermen  "by  profefTion,  wlio  fupply  the  Cape  with  rock-fifh, 

or  fifti  without  fcalcs,  from  which  they  are  reftraincd  by  law. 

They  are  efeemcd  extremely  dexterous  by  Europeans  ia 

cilll  ^g  and  drawing  nets,  angle  well,  and  take  fi(h  with  the 

fpear,  or  pointed  rod,  and  by  groping  or  tickling.     Their 

fifh-hooks  are  European ;  the  fpear  is  ufed  inriv^s  and  creeks, 

where  they  wade,  higher  than  the  middle  frequently,  and 

-  treading  upon  the  fifti,  pierce  and  bring  them  up  with  the  fpear. 

In  fhalloNv. water  they  take  fifti  with  their  hands,  and  grope  in 

treeks  and  bafons  formed  by  nature  on  the  tops  of  the  rocks 

Hear  the  fhore^  upon  the  fall  of  tides.  The  i/(?//^n/<9//,  who  fifh 

Jrom  the  rocks  with  lines  made  of  guts  or  beads  finews,  baited 

with  mufcles,  whiftle  upon  the  difcoverj  of  a  valuable  fifh, 

'"     ,  and  Ihout  if  the  whifHirig  is  drowned  by  the  roar  of  the 

fea,  which  allures  and  brings  great  flioals  of  filh  round  the 

laits.  "        ' 

Excilliut       The  Hottentots  fwim  from  the  fhore  to  the  rocks  and 

fviimmers.^^^^  again,  loaded  with  fifh.     Their  manner  of  fwimmii^ 

'is  extremely  furprifing ;  they  fwim  ereft,  with  their  neclS 

out  of  water,  and  balance  themfelves  with  their  arms,  ex» 

tended  upwards,   and  rife  and  fall  with  the  waves  in  rag* 

ing  feas,  without  apprehenfion,  in  great  chearftilnefs^  and 

•fecurity,  and  feem,  when   fwimming,  to  walk  upon'firm 

ground. 

Butchers.     Their  butchers,  who  obferve  near  the  fame  method  in  killing 

great  and  fmall  cattle,  proteed  anatomically  in  the  diffeftion 

and  feparation  of  the  parts  of  flain  animals.     The  flefh, 

bones,  membranes,  mufcles,  veins,  arteries,  eirr.  are  parted  and 

entire,  in  a  furprifing  fhortnefs  of  time;  yet  the  deaths  of  the 

animals  are  lingering  and  fliockirig  to  Europeans.  Thefheepis 

^  ft  retched  with  the  back  on  the  ground,  two  perfons  hold  the 

hind  and '  fore  feet,  which  are  tied  extended,  and  a  third, 

having  ripped  up  the  belly,  tears  with  one  hand  the  gnti 

irom  the  carcafe,  and  ftirring  the  blood  with  the  other,  to 

prevent  congealing,  avoids,  with  great  exaftncft,  the  breaking 

'of  the  blood-vefiels  about  the  heart  •*• 

The  horns  of  great  cattle,  thrown  likewlfe  on  their  backs, 
are  fixed  in  the  ground,  and  the  legs,  ftretched  to  the  full 
length,  are  faftened  to  ftakes.  The  phyficians,  who  arc 
^furgeons  alfo,  are  generally  prefent,  and  attentive  to.  the 
'fnotion  pf  the'heart.  Every  part  but  the  excrement  is  made 
ufe  of;  and  the  bones,  which  are  curioufly  extrafted  from 
the  flefh,  might  be  qujcyy  reared  into  pcrfeft  ikeleto&s. 

?  Ibid,  p.  zz%. 
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The  reeking  Qiecp  fldhs  are  rubbed  with  fat  only,  if 
drefled  for  a  ftranger,  and  with  frefti  cow-dung  and  fat  al- 
ternately, till  black  and  ftinking,  for  a  native.  The  hides  are 
tanned  by  rubbing  wood  afhes  into  the  hair,  which  they 
fprinkle  afterwards  with  water,  and  lay,  rolled  up,  two 
days  in  the  fea. 

The*  Ifeinners  or  taylors  ihftruments  for  fewing,  are  a  hone Sh'trxer 
of  a  bird,  for  an  awl,  fplit  finews  or  veins  of  the  back-bones  oiandtt^kr^ 
cattle,  dried  in  the  fun,  for  thread,  and  a  knife  for  Ihgping 
the  Krofles,  and  cutting  the  hides  into  drops.    Thefe  ftrops 
are  of  great  ufe  in  Hottentot  oecionomy. 

The  ivory- workers  make  ornamental  rings  for  the  arms : /^y^^^^ 
a  knife  is  the  only  tool ;  and  the  rings,  when  finiftied,  are  2&nmrk^. 
round,  fmooth,  and  bright,  as  the  moil  expert  European  can 
produce. 

The  mat-makers  are  moftly  women,  and  weave  with  their  Mat-nutk* 
fingers  only.    Neither  light,  wind,  or  rain,  penetrates  their  ^rj. 
work.     The  mats  are  ufed  for  covering  huts,  and  are  made 
of  flags,  reeds,  and  bulrufhes,  dried  in  the  fun. 

HOTTENTOT  rope§,  made  of  the  fame  materials,  are  j?o*^. 
equally  ftrong,  neat,  and  durable,  as  the  befl:  European  mzA^mtt^tm. 
of  hemp.  The  flags,  reeds,  ifc,  are  twifted  feparately  into 
fmall  ftrings,  and  tied  afterwards  to  the  length  of  four  yards; 
thefe  lengths  are  twifted  one  round  another,  to  the  thicknefs  of 
an  inch  and  a  quarter.  Though  the  rope-makers  have  no 
tools  but  their  hands,  frequent  experiments  have  been  made 
on  the  ftrength  of  thefe  four  yard  ropes  in  length,  and  inch 
and  quarter  thick,  which  no  pair  of  oxen  could  ever  break. 

All  Hottentots  zxt  potters,  and  make  their  earthen  veflels  p^//^^,, 
.of  the  mould  of  ant-hills,  firft  cleared  of  fand  and  gravel,  and 
kneaded  well  afterwards  with  bruifed  and  incorporated  ant- 
'eggs.  They  beat  upon  a  flat  ftone,  fafhion  and  fmooth  with  their 
hands  the  mould  or  clay,  in  the  form  of  a  Roman  urn,  and  leave 
.it  two  days  in  the  fun  ;  then  place  it  in  the  oven  or  hole  in 
theground,  of  the  depth  of  the  pot,  and  thrice  larger  in  cir-  "^ 
cumference,  with  a  q«ick  fire  round  and  over  it,  that  burns 
out  of  itfclf.  A  cement  runs  from  the  ant-eggs  in' the  burning, 
which  fpreads  through  the  whole,  and  binds  thq  matter  to  a 
furprifing  firmncfs,  giving  it  a  jet  black  colour,  which  never  ♦ 

.  changes.  ' 

The  fmiths,  who  are  ingenious  and  work  hard,  melt  iron Smibs* 
from  the  ore,  in  holes  dug  upon  rifing  ground  in  proportion 
to  the  intended  quantity.    The  hole  is  heated  properly  before 
'  the  ore  is  put  in,  wheli  a  large  fire'is  made  and  kept  up  tHI 
the  iron  xnelts^  and  runs  through  a  ogrrow  chajiel  into  ano- 
ther 
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tber  hdtt  or  receiver^  dug  upon  the  defcent,  at  the  difiaoce 
of  a  foot  and  a  half. 

Th£  cold  iron  is  broke  into  pieces  with  {tones,  and  heated 
again  in  other  fires,  when  wanted  for  nfe.  The:fmiths  have 
no  hammer  but  a  roandifh  ftone,  with  which-  they  beat 
andfliape  the  iron  into  weapons^  upon  the  hardeft  flat  ftone, 
and  upon  this  grind  and  polifh  in  the  neateft  manner*  Their 
work  is  valuable  for  beauty  ^d  fervice. 

The  copper  ore  is  melted  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  the 

fiiaping  and  polifhing  of  copper  trinkets  is  equally  beautiful 

'    and  furprifing.  ^ 

Mujtcal        VociiL  and  inflrumental  mufic  are  in  great  eAeem  among 

infiru'      Hottentots ;  the  mufical  inftruments  are  the  grand  and  lefler 

"fti*       Com-gom^  the  Potdruniy  and  pipe.    The  leffer  Gom-gom  is  a 

bow  made  of  iron  or  olive-wood,  ftrung  with  twilled  fheeps 

guts  or  finews,  with  the  barrel  of  a  fplit  quill  fixed  at  one 

end,  through  which  the  ftring  runs  :  the  qctill  is  put  to  the 

mouth  of  the  performer,  whoTe  variaus  modulations  of  breath 

direft  the  different  notes  of  the  Gom-gom.    The  grand  Cm- 

gom  is  made  by  running  the  ftring  through  tWo  holes  ne^ 

the  brim  of  a  cocoa-nut,  prepared  and  fawed  in  the  manner  of 

a  hanging-cup,  with  the  mouth  upwards.     The  perforpaer 

on  this  infbrument  varies  the  found  by  moving  the  (hell  nearer 

or  farther  firom  the  quill,  kept  clofe  to  his  mouth.    There 

is  a  foftnefs,  with  charms  for  a  delicate  ear,  according  to  our 

author,  in  a  concert  of  three  or  four  Gom-gomt^  played  by 

Ikillful  performers ;  who  likewife  believes  the  grand  Gom-gom 

worthy  of  the  ftudyof  the  moft  judicious  European  mufician. 

The  pipe  is  an  inftrument .  played  upon  by  the  chiefs  in 

time  of  battle.    The  Potdrum,  refembling  a  Roman  urn,  is 

covered  on  the  top  with  a  fmooth  drefled  ftieep-fkin,  tightly 

braced  on  with  finews  and  fheeps  guts,  like  a  kettle-drum. 

This  infbrument  is  peculiar  to  the  ladies,  who,  with  their 

fingers,  play  but  one  tune  upon  it  of  a  few  notes  •>. 

Focal  mu*       The  vocal  mufic  confifts  of  the  monofyllable  Ho,  fung  by 

^,  both  fexes,  on  religious  ceremonies,  in  concert  with  the 

Com-goms, 
Manner  of  ^^  ^^^  making  of  Sam-fam,  or  peace,  and  other  public 
^tMcing.  I  rejoicings,  the  inhabitants  of  a  Kraal  dance  in  turns ;  and 
wheti  ail  have  danced,  the  ceremony  breaks  up.  The  men 
and  women  dance  in  couples  together,  two  couples  at  a  time; 
they  begin  face  to  face,  at  the  diflance  of  ten  paces  from  each 
other,  iometimes  meeting,  and  at  others  bade  to  back,  and 
sever  take  hold  of  each  other's  hands.    Every  dance  takes  op 

ilbid.p.  a73ffcfeq; 
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an  hour :  both  fexe$  are  furprifin^y  adive,  cutting  clean  and 
high  capers.  During  the  dance  the  women  keep  their  heads 
in  their  bofoms  in  a  manner,  and  their  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground '. 

The  Hottentots  have  no  money,  nor  idea  of  the  utility  or  No  meney 
value  of  coin,  fomefcw  excepted,  who  are  neighbours  to,  and  ^ff^gft 
by  convwrfation  with,  the  Dutchf  have  fome  notion  of  the  "®^^- 
fmall  pieces  ;  but  which,  as  foon  as  poflefled  of,  they  part  '®^' 
with  for  other  commodities.     Cattle  are  the  riches,  and  the 
chief  and  capital  produce,  of  the  country ;  and  barter  is  the 
cftablifhed  method  of  traffic. 

These  people,  who  trade  among  themfelves  for  cattk,7Vafr. 
armour,  and  other  goods,  which  they  have  purchafed  by  traf- 
fic or  labour  from  Europeans^  get  confiderable  returns  of 
cattle  by  European  commodities,  which  they  barter'with  £tt- 
TopeanSy  receiving  in  exchange  for  cattle,  elephants  teeth, 
oftrich  eggs,  (kins  of  wild  beads,  horfes  aAd  afles,  wine, 
brandy,  tobacco  and  pipes,  dacha,  beads,  fifti-hooks,  fmall 
looking-glafles,  knives,  iron,  bits  of  poliftied  glafs,  brafs  and 
copper,  brafs  ear-rings,  and  fometimes  Kanna  root.  The 
Europeans y  who  are  more  expert  in  finding,  make  a  great  ad- 
vantage of  this  root,  extremely  fcarce,  ^nd  highly  valued ; 
ornamental  and  rich  manufaftures  for  apparel,  and  ufeful  fur- 
niture, are  in  no  efteem,  and  of  no  value  amongft  Hottentots* 

They  trade  in  the  moft  friendly  and  upright  manner ;  the 
proportion  obferved  by  the  way  of  price,  in  exchanging  cattle 
for  European  eiFefts,  rifes  and  falls  amongft  them,  as  in  other 
countries,  according  to  the  fcarCity  or  plenty,  greater  or  lefler 
demand  of  commodities.  Their  deareft  rate  is  a  cheapnefe 
almoft  incredible ;  one  pound  of  tobacco  purchafes  a  fat  ox ; 
half  a  pound  a  large  iheep ;  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  a  fat 
latob. 

The  Hottentots y  who  formerly  brought  droves  of  cattle  to 
market  at  the  Cape,  being  under  other  regulations,  bring  none 
now,  but  what  are  prefents  to  the  governor  ;  and  are  believed 
by  the  Dutch  to  have  another  market  for  their  elephants 
teeth,  and  to  trade  with  the  people  of  Terra  do  Nataly  and 
^ht  Mofambic  Portuguefe\  their  own  confumption  in  ivory 
rmgs,  and  th^  fmall  quantity  brought  to  the  Dutch  by  neigh- 
bouring Hottentots  only,  bearing  no  proportion  to  the  vaft 
numbers  of  elephants  killed  annually.  ■ 

The  Dutch  travel  with  a  Hottentot  attendant;  and  the  na» 
tives,  though.nb  inftance  has  been  known  ofznEuropean^sht'* 
log  murdered,  are  obliged,  if  an  European  dies  amongft  them^ 

f  Ibid.p*  2jSi,  ^fe^, 

for 
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for  the  fafety  of  travellers^  to  give  afatisfadory  account,  that 
his  death  was  natural '. 
tttlizion.  '^"^  gieat  fecrefy  with  which  Hottentots  concezi  their  reli- 
gious opmioQS  and  ceremonies  from  Europeans^  and  the  many 
fuperflcial  and  contradldtory  accounts,  publi(hed  before  the 
hiitoi  ies  of  Saar^  Tachart^  and  Kolben^  rendered  their  fiuth 
uncertain,  who  acknowledge  and  firmly  believe  that  there  is  a 
God,  Almighty,  whom  they  call  Gounja-Gounjay  or  Gourya 
Tint^uoa,  or  God  of  gods,  the  Governor  of  the  world,  endued 
with  uni'earchable  attributes  and  perfeftions,  who  made  hea- 
ven and  earth,  the  fun,  and  every  thing  in  them ;  who  dwelling 
far  above  the  moon,  caufes  thunder  and  rain,  and  provides 
food  for  bodily  fuftenance,  and  fkins  of  beafb  for  apparel  \ 

Notwithstanding  this  profeffion  and  belief  of  the 

.    moft  intelligent  Hottentots^  who  celebrate  every  fignal  event 

of  life  with  previous  offerings  and  folen^nities,   there  is  no 

feftival  or  inftitution  of  worihip  amongft  them,  direftly  re* 

garding  the  true  God. 

The  moon,  named  Gounja,  an  inferior  and  vifible  god,  the 
fnbje£^  and  reprefentative  of  the  High  and  Invifible,  is  con- 
ftantly  adored  and  invoked  at  the  full  and  change.  Milk  and 
flefti  are  offered  to  this  deity,  and  the  whole  night  is  fpent  in 
alternate  proArations,  dancing,  fmging,  and  loud  exclama- 
tions of  Muffoke  Atze^  or  I  falute  you,  you  are  welcome ;  and 
Choraqud  Kakd  choriounqu6^  or  grant  us  fodder  enough  for 
our  cattle,  and  milk  in  abundance. 

They  adore  likewife,  and  honour  with  the  higheft  venera- 
tion, a  fmall  winged  infeft,  with  twp  horns  upon  the 'head, 
peculiar  to  Hottentot  countries,  with  a  green  back  and  beUy, 
fpecklcd  with  red  and  white.  Upon  the  arrival  of  this 
pinged  animal,  or  benign  deity,  regarded  as  the  lord  of  the 
univerfe,  the  whole  Kraal  is  covered  with  buchu,  two  fat 
Iheep  are  killed  in  thankfgiving,  and  the  inhabitants,  believing 
'  all  pall  offences  purged,  and  buried  ia  oblivion,  refolve,  as 
a  new  people,  on  a  reform  of  life ;  who  believing  the  immor- 
tality of  the  foul,  though  flrangers  to  a  preparation  for  death, 
in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  offer  prayers  and  praifes  to  good  perfons 
deceafed ;  leaving,  in  the  removal  of  Kraals,  for  the  quiet  of 
departed  fpirits,  their  huts  (landing,  and  their  furniture  and 
apparel  untouched,  in  the  perfuafion  of  thdr  return  to  the 
places  where  they  di^d,  and  that  they  are  never  troublefome 
to  the  Kraal  unlefs  their  property  is  ftolen  or  carried  off. 

The  perfon  of  either  fex,  on  whom  this  infeft  accidentally 
falls,  is  ever  afterwards  diflinguilhed  and  refpeAed  as  facred, 

•  Ibid.  p.  261,  If  Tcq.  J  Ibid,  p.  92,  94,  k  feq. 
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and  a  favourit^  of  this  deity  2  the  ncighhours  glory,  and  pro- 
claim the  honour  done  to  the  Kraal ;  the  fattell  ox  is  killed, 
as  a  thankfgiving  offering ;  and  the  favourite,  to  whom  the  en* 
trails  are  prefented,  is  obliged  to  wear  about  his  neck  the  caul, 
twifted  like  a  rope,  and  powdered  with  buchu,  till  it  rots  ofF^ 
and  to  anoint  his  body  with  the  fat  only  of  that  ox  till  con- 
(bmed. 

These  people,  who  perpetuate  a  religious  veneration  of 
their  facred  and  renowned  companions,  by  confccrating 
woods,  mountains,  fields,  and  rivers,  to  their  memory,  who 
flop,  and,  veiling  their  heads,  contemplate,  in  thefe  places, 
'  the  virtues,  and  implore  for  themfelves  and  cattle  the  protec- 
tion, of  departed  fpirits,  worfhip  an  evil  deity,  the  father 
of  mifchief,  called  Touquon,  an  inferior. and  crabbed  captain, 
m  their  opinion,  milbnievoufly  reftlefs  in  regard  to  Hotten-^ 
UtSy  the  fource  of  plagues,  and  author  of  witchcraft,  arbi- 
trary in  declaring  offences,  and,  on  that  account,  honoured  of 
Hottentots^  who/  n  continual  apprehenfion  of  his  defigns, 
yet  ignorant  of  having  offended,  facrifice  a  fat  ox  or  fheep, 
believing  him  appeafed  and  reconciled,  when  they  have  re- 
galed themfelves  with  the  flefh,  and  anointed  their  bodig« 
with  the  fat  of  the  fheep  or  flain  ox. 

Anotheb  cuflom  of  fprinkling  their  bodies  with  fea  or 
river  water,  when  they  intend  to  pafs  or  enter  either,  is 
punftually  obfei*ved  and  performed,  with  great  fedatenefs  and 
compofure  of  mind,  by  Hottentots,  who  have  adapted,  fmce 
the  arrival  of  the  Dutchy  and  apptopriated  the  term  An^rf-  Dutch 
maken,  or  alter  for  j:he  better,  to  all  religious  ceremonies  sitid  c^jorJ ufed 
afts  ;  and  the  Dutch  v/ord  Jnderfmaken   is  the  only  anfwer^j  Hot- 
given  by  Hottentots  to  European  enquirers  into  the  origin  andtcntoit. 
fenfe  of  their  inftitutions  ;  who,  wrapped  in  fuUen  filence, 
and  deaf  to  reafon  on  the  important  point  of  religion,  remain 
the  mofl  obflinate,  prejudiced,  and  infatuated  people,  know^^ 
ing  but  little  of  God,  and  having  lefs  inclination  to  ferve 
him  ;  .who,  the  mofl  fenfible  amongft  them  fay,  curfed  their 
firfl  parents,  who  had  grievoufly  finned  and  offended,  and 
all  their  poflerity,  with  hardnefs  of  heart ;  who,  according  to 
another  tradition  which  prevails,  "Slid'  is  carefully  prefer ved 
throughout  the  different  nations,  were  fent  by  God  himifelf, 
and  came  into   their  country  through  a  window ;  that  the 
man's  name  was  Noh,  and  the  woman's  HingnSh,  who  taught 
their  defendants  to  do  many  things,  and  keep  cattle. 

Relations  and  friends  furround  the  dying  Hottentots, F^^f^^f 
clapping  their   hands,  crying,  fcreaming,  and  roaring  in  ^cerismenUs* 
hideous  manner.    The  corpie  of  the  deceafed  is  immediately 
wrapped  in  a  Kr.ofTe,  and,  within  fix  hours,  buried  in  a  hole, 

made 
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made  by  a  wild  beaft,  in  the  groond,  or  in  a  cleft  of  a  rock. 
The  mea  and  women  of  the  Kraal  aflemi)le>  and  fquat  in  dif- 
ferent circles,  crying  out  and  repeating,  Bo^  Bo^  Bo,  or  father, 
in  a  mournful  ftr^n.  When  the  corpfe  is  brought  out  thro' 
the  fide  of  the  hut,  which  is  always  uncovered  10  funeral  fo- 
lemnities,  the  captain  of  the  Kraal,  or  the  relations,  name  the 
bearers,  who  carry  the  deceafed  in  their  arms,  and  both  cir- 
cles rifing,  the  men  and  the  women,  making  grimaces,  clap- 
ping hands,  diftorting  their  bodies,  and  inceflantly  repeat- 
ing Bo  J  Boy  Boy  march  in  two  bodies,  and  attend  the  corpfe  to 
the  grave  ;  which  is  immediately  filled  up,  after  the  corpfe  is 
laid  down,  with  the  mould  of  ant-hills,  flones,  and  pieces  of 
wood. 

The  grave  being  filled,  the  company  returns  to  the  Kraal, 
and  again  fquat  down ;  both  circles  renew,  aad  again  cry 
out  Bo  J  Boy  Boy  Bororo  Rhodo  Atfchay  frequently  calling  the  de- 
ceafed by  his  name,  and  an  hour  is  confumed  in  alternate 
ftartlngs,  grimaces,  difiorted  poflures,  and  clapping  of  bands. 
Silence  proclaimed,  two  ancients,  friends  to  the  deceafed,  pifs 
ijpon  the  company,  who  receive  the  urine  with  great  vene- 
ration. The  ancients  afterwards  enter  the  hut  by  the  door, 
and,  each  taking  a  handful  of  afh^s,  return  by  the  paflage 
opened  for  the  corpfe,  and  ftrew  it  upon  the  company, 
which  are  held  in  great  efteem.  After  this  ceremony,  the  cir- 
cles rife  and  retire. 

In  funerals  of  perfons  of  rank  or  efteem  in  the  Kraal,  the 
lamentations  continue  feven  or  eight  days.  The  HottentaU 
pifs  by  way  of  ceremony,  and  fcattef  aflies,  to  remind  the  com- 
pany of  their  future  ftate;  who,  without  diftinftion  of  age-or 
wealth,  mull:  all  be  reduced  to  duft  and  afhes. 

The  cauls  of  fheep,  killed  at  Anderfmakensy  and  powdersd 
with  buchu,  are  worn  as  mourning,  by  the  heirs  and  relatioaj 
of  rich  Hottentots y  till  they  rot  <3F,  however  offenfive  ;  aftd 
the  poor  mourn  their  deceafed  friends  by  {having  part  rf 
their  heads,  which  they  cover  with  buchu. 

SECT.    IL 

War  he-  'TTHE  Gunjeman  or  Coringhaiquan  nation,  who  had  con- 
^een  the  -*-  fented  to  the  introduftion,  and  given  the  Dutch  poflcf- 
Hottcn-  fion  of  the  Ca^ey  upon  their  divifion  of  the  lands  for  tillage, 
^r^^'hf  ^"^  ereftion  of  buildings  for  their  dwellings  and  defence, 
-iJutcli.  gre^  jealous  of  future  encroachments ;  and  having  called 
the  neighbouring  nations  to  their  afliftance,  made  war  againft 
the  Dutch,  who  had  refufed  to  defift.    The  Dutch  gained 

many 
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many  viftorics  during  the  war,  which  thelUttenMs  fupport- 
ed  with  great  rcfolution  :  but  the  terror  of  their  arms  having 
fpread  through  the  Hottentot  nations,  difmaycd  by  the  vaft 
cfiufion  of  blood,  the  Gunjetnans  and  confederates  fued  for 
peace,  and  a  folemn  convention  was  entered  into  by  bpth  par- 
ties, whereby  the  fir£k  bargain  was  confirmed,  and  the  unoc- 
cupied lands  of  all  the  confederates  were  furrendered  and 
affigned  to  the  Dutch^  with  this  falvo  to  the  confederacy, 
that  the  whole  ftiould  be  at  liberty  to  fettle  on  what  ground^ 
and  in  what  part  of  the  country,  they  pleafed,  that  ihould  be 
found  unemployed  ;  and  moft  of  the  Hottentot  nations  came 
into  an  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  alliance  with  the  Dutch  againft 
all  enemies  whatever ;  which,  though  made  by  words  only, 
has  fubfifted  ever  fince,  and  been  religioufly  obferved  on  both 
fides  ;  the  Dutch  governors  continuing,  as  inftrufted,  to  cul- 
tivate all  poffiblc  friendfhip  with  thek  allies,  and  the  Hotten- 
tot chiefs  w^ting  on  the  governors  with  prefents  for  the  re- 
newal of  peace  *. 

A  FURIOUS  war  broke  out  in  1659,  between  the  proprie-  gotten- 
Kws  of  the  Capey  or  Goringhaiquan  nation,  aflifled  by^the  Go-  tots  make  - 
rachoquany  and  the  Dutch,  who  were  greatly  annoyed  and  w«r  and 
diftrefled;  the  Hottentots  making  their  attacks  in  foggy  znidijirefs  the 
rainy  weather,  on  account  of  their  fire-arms.     A  Hottentot  ^^^^^' 
named  Doman by  the  Dutch ,  who  had  lived  four  or  fiveyears 
at  BatAvia,  and  fome  time  at  the  Cape^  where  he  drefled  in  ^^oan 
Ac  European  mznntty  having  returned  to  his  countrymen,f .  ^*'** 
perfeftly  inftrufted  in  European  cuftoms,  app^red  with  a  ^^^^ 
companion,  whofe  name  was  Garabinga,  or  flat  nofe,  the  moft 
animating,  refolute^  and  courageous  amongft  the  Hottentots', 
the  many  contrivances  and  attempts  to  furprize  them,  proved 
vain  and  inefFeftual ;  Doman  efcaped  being  taken,  by  fwim- 
ining  crofs  a  river,  after  a  fmart  engagement,  which  happened 
between  five  Hottentots,  and  an  equal  number  of  Europeans  ; 
but  Eycamma  being  wounded,  and  his  leg  broke,  was  made 
prifoner.     This  Hottentot,  to  whom  the  utmoft  civility  had 
been  ftiewri,  and  the  greateft  care  taken  of  his  wounds,  an- 
fwered  the  Dutch  in  great  wrath,  who  had  alked  the  motives 
of  the  war.  Who  defiredyou,  Dutchmen,  to  grub  up  our  lands, 
andfinu  corn  in  our  pafiures  f  By  what  right  doybufeize  the 
inheritance  of  our  fathers,  our  country  that  has  behnged  to  us 
time  immemorial  ?    Tou,  who  were  permitted  to  land  only  for 
your  refrejhment  in  your  necejjity,  difpofe  of  our  property,  as 
foverHgns,  and  daily  prohibit  our  approach  to  the  lands  you 
think  proper  :  Would  you  fvffer  the  like  treatment  in  your  ewm 

•  Ibid.  p.  57, 38,  S9» 
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country  ?  ThtDutch^  by  adVicc  of  Eycamma,  whb,  juft  be- 
fore his  death,  had  declared  himfelf  a  private  perfon,  fentfour 
deputies  to  propofe  a  conference,  and  to  endeavour  to  bring 
the  chief  to  the  fort ;  but  the  chief,  ^hofe  name  vas  Gch 
go/oa,  an  extremely  corpulent  man,  according  to  an  account 
pubiifhed  in  1 662,  and  an  hundred  years  old,  who  had  two 
fons,  Ojinghaicanna  and  Otegnoa,  refufed  the  propofal,  and . 
the  war  was  vigoroudy  carried  on  near  a  year,  when  a  moft 
fortunate  accident  put  an  end  to  the  flaughter  and  ravage 
made  by  the  Hottentots  **. 
Camcem-     CJMCEMOUJ,  called  Horri  by  the  Dutch,  a  man  of 
€na.         underftanding,  who  fpoke  Flemijb^  and  fome  Englijb,  which 
he  had  learned  at  Bantam,  had  made  his  efcape  from  Rab* 
bit  IJland,  where  he  had  been  three  months  confined*     This 
Hottentot  unexpeftedly  arrived  with  ChorCy  the  Gorachouqum 
chief,  with  a  hundred  attendants,  who  prefcnting  the  Dv^ch 
with  13  fat  cattle,  as  a  pledge  and  in  token  of  friendfliipr 
granted  the  lands  within  three  leagues  round  the  Cape,  upoa 
condition   they  (hould  not  advance  nor  penetrate  farther. 
The  Dutch,  who  ardently  wifhed  for  peace,   accepted  and 
received  the  terms   with  the  greateft  joy.     As  foon  as  the. 
agreenient  was  pubiifhed,  three  or  four  hundred  Hottentots. 
ran  to  the  fort ;    the  Goringhaiqiian  nation  following  thc- 
Goffofoa  example,    Cogofoa  came  in  perfon  at   their  head,  and  de- 
^     '  m'anded  to  be  included  in  the  treaty.     The  Hottentots  were- 
•  liberally  entertained,  and  the  chiefs  returned  home,  well  fa- 
tisfied  and  pleafed  with  their  entertainment  and  prefents. 
Brigoudis      The  fame  author,  in  his  account  of  the  Hottentot  nations, 
MtidH^i-  of  which  there  is  no  mention  mKolben,  takes  notice  of  the. 
faqnan      Brigoudis,  a  powerful  and  rich  people  in  cattle,  known  to 
uattom,     ^g  Dutch  only  by  the  report  of  the  Namaquans  ;  and  pf  the 
Hajfaquan  nation,  whofe  country  has  never  been  entered  by 
Europeans,  that  three  only  had  been  feen,  who  came  upoa 
the  coafl  with   the  Chainouquan   chief  to  traffic   in   cattle. 
Thcfe   people,   like  other  Hottentots,   are  fhepherds,  but 
given  to  agriculture,  and  expert  in  taking  of  lions,  which 
they  afterwards  are  faid  to  tame,  and  to.  train  to  war  ;  that 
they  let  them  loofe  in  the  heat  of  battle,  and,  by  this  means, 
eafily  rout  and  vanquifh  their  enemies.       .       ^ 
Cape  of       '^^^  ^^P^  of  Good  Hope,  the  boundary  of  the  Eqft  and  Wefi 
Good        Indies,  refembling  a  peninfula,   the  point  and  fides  being 
Hope       wafhed  by  the  fea,  thelongeft,  the  moft  dangerous,  and  moft 
firft  difco'  celebrated  in  the  univerfe,  was  firft  difcovered  and  named  in 
meredby     1493,  Cabo  dos  Tormentos,  or  the  Stormy  Cape  f,  by  the  admi: 

^^^'  ^  La  Croix,  vol.  iv.  p.  25.         f  Dc  hoc,  vid.  fup.  vol.  x.  p. 
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ral  Baftbolamew  Bias,  in  the  reign  of  John  II.  king  of  Por^ 
tugal.  But  this  name  was  changed  into  that  of  Good  H'ope^ 
by  the  king's  faying,  when  made  acquainted  with  the  difco-* 
very,  that  there  were  now  Good  Hopes  of  future  profjJerous 
voyages  to  Eq/i  India. 

Admiral  Dias^  who  never  landed,  pleafed  the  king  and 
kingdom  with  his  obfervations  on  the  geography,  bays,  ind 
anchorings  of  the  CapCy  atnd  ya/co  d^  Garni,  his  fucceflbr 
in  command  of  the  next  Eaft  India  fleet,  Confirmed  the  ob- 
fervations of  Bias.     Admiral  Rio  d* Infante,  who  werit  afhoref 
in  his  voyage  to  India,  in  1498,  enlarged,  at  his  return,  the 
account  already  given,  by  pointing  out  the  advantages  the 
Cape  might  furilifti  to  the  trade  of  Portugal  *.   Emanuel,  who 
had  afcended  the  throne,  pleafed  with  the  report  of  his  difco- 
veries,  ordered  the  immediate  departure  of  a  fleet,  with  ex- 
prefs  command  to  attempt  a  fettlement ;  but  the  enterprife 
failed,  the  courage  of  the  fleet  not  being  proof  againft  the 
reports  received  in  the  way,  of  the  natives  being  cannibals ; 
and  the  expedition  ended  in  taking  in  water  at  Robin  IJland 
near  the  Cape.     In  this  iflandis  a  cave,  wherein  the  Portu^ 
guefe  took  ftielter  in  the  tempeftuoas  feafon,  known  at  prefent 
by  the  name  of  Portugal.     Francifco  d'Jlmeida,  viceroy  of  D*AU 
Brajily  in  his  return  to  Europe  by  the  Cx/^,  fome  time  after- *»cida 
wards,   fent  a  party  on  fliore  to  negotiate  for  proviiions  :  the^*^»  ^^ 
party  was  drov^back  to  the  fliips ;  and  himfelf,  who  was  pre-''*^*^** 
vailed  upon,  though  feventy  years  of  age,  to  head  a  rein- 
forcement, was  ftiot  through  the  throat  with  a  poifoned  arrow^ 
and  feventy-five  men  were  killed  upon  the  fpot ;  the  remain- 
der fled  to  the  ftiips,  and  the  fleet  weighed  anchor  immedi- 
ately.    The  Portuguefe  are  faid  to  have  revenged  this  dif-  poit^tJ 
grace  in  a  fevere  and  extraordinary  manner  ;  they  fattened  g^efe  r^* 
two  long  ropes  round  the  mouth  of  a  large  brafs  cannon,  .i;^»^f^  o« 
which  they  loaded  with  balls,  and  landed  as  a  prefent  to  the  Hot* 
the  Hottentots,  who  being  naturally  fond  of  brafs,  were  ex-tentot** 
tremely  fatisfied,  and  admiring  the  weight  of  their  favourite 
metal,  ran  in  tranfport  to  feize  the  ropes,  with  which  they  had 
been  inltrufted  to  draw  off  the  cannon  :  the  Hottentots  were 
extended  in  two  lines  all  the  length  of' the  ropes,  and  full  in  the 
range  of  the  fliot,  when  the  cannon  was  fuddenly  difcharged, 
and  made  a  moft  terrible  flaughter.    Thofe  who  efcaped  fled 
in  the  wildeft  confufion ;   and  the  Portuguefe,  who  in  this 
H^nner  took  their  leave  of  the  Cape,  were  left  to  embark  at 
their  leifure. 

There  are  no  accounts  of  Europeans  having  frequented  ^he  Cape 
'the  Ci/tf  from  this  time,  till  the  Butch  company  of  merchant A^f «*»/#</ 
•-De  hoc,  vidi  vol.  ix.  p.  ^49,  &  256.  h  *he 
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adventurers,  then  called  the/ar  tradir^,  and  fince  the  Eq/l 
India  company,  in  1600,  touched  and  began  to  trade  at  the 
Caj>e  for  proviCons,  and  erefted  a  fort,  whofe  remains  are  yet 
to  be  feeo,  to  protedl  themfdves,  and  their  pvirchafcs :   but, 
however  acquainted  with  the  advantages,  they  made  no  other  ufe 
of  the  Cape,  than  providing  every  captain  of  a  fhip  bound  fi>r 
India  with  a  fquare  ftone,  on  which  the  fhip*s,  the  captain's, 
and  the  names  of  the  principal  officers,  with  the  day  of  their 
departure  from  the  Cape,  were  ordered  to  be  cut,  and  buried 
in  a  particular  place  near  the  fort,  with  a  tin  box  underneath, 
containing  letters,  to  be  conveyed  to  Europe  by  the  firft  (hip 
that  touched  at  the  Cape,  in  her  return  from  India.     In  1 650 
Van  Ric-  Van  Riebeck,  furgeon  of  a  fliip,  that  put  into  the  Cape  for 
beck  me-   the  ufual  purpofes,  obferving  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  the  great 
ditates  a    plenty  of  cattle,  difpofition  of  the  natives,  and  importance  of 
afettle-      the  fituation  and  harbour,  judged  a  fettlemeut  advifcable,  to 
ment,         facilitate,  improve,  and  fecure  the  Eaji  India  trade. 
Jfeetfent     VAN  RIEBECK,2X  his  return,  laid  before  the  direc- 
ij  the        tors  what  he  had  difgefted  for  the  purpofe;  who  refolved  on 
Dutch  to   a  fettlement,  and  immediately  ordered  four  (hips  to  be  pro- 
ntake  a/et' pcrly  equipped  for  fuch  ap  expedition.     Van  Riebeck  was 
ikment.     appointed  admiral  and  governor  in  chief  on  his  arrival  at  the 
Cape,  with  full  power  to  eftablifh  a  fettlement  in  what  man- 
ner he  fhould  judge  expedient. 

VJN  RIEBECK'  arrhcd  fafe  at  the  Cape,  and  no 
foonerpropofed  than  concluded  a  treaty.  The  natives,  charmed 
with  the  brafs  toys,  beads,  tobacco,  and  brandy,  with  which 
he  prefented  them,  ftipulated  and  agreed  that  the  Dutch 
fliould  have  full  liberty  to  fettle  in  the  valley  of  Table-Hill, 
upon  the  delivery  of  a  quantity  of  thofe  toys  and  commodi- 
ties,, amounting  in  value  to  50,000  guilders.  This  was  par- 
formed  without  delay,  and  the  Dutch  took  immediate  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Cape,  which  was  furrendered  to  them  with 
great  folemnity.  Van  Riebeck  erefted  a  fquare  fort,  ^  con- 
taining lodgings,  warehoufes,  and  an  hofpital  for  the  fick, 
and  raifed  outworks  and  batteries  to  fecure  the  fettlement  from 
all  attacks. 

The  company,  informed  of  thdr  fuccefs,  publifhed  pla- 
cards for  the  encouragement  of  fettlers ;  the  conditions  being 
advantageous,  numbers  embarked  for 'the  Cape,  and  the  fet- 
tlement foon  made  a  conficlerable  figure,  continually  extend- 
ing new  colonies  along  the  coafl,  as  it  increafed  in  number  b^ 
liew  fettlers  arriving  from  Europe ;  and  there  are  at  prefenc 
four  principal  colonies.  The  firft  is  at  the  Cape,  where  are 
the  great  forts  and  capital  city,  called  the  Cape ;  the  fecond  is 
^«alled  the  Hellen-bog^)  j  the  third,  the  Drahcrificn ;  and  the 
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fourth*,  the  Wavertjb.    The  whole  traft  of  land  called  Terra  Terra  da 
do' Natal,  has  beea  fince  purchafed,  for  a  future  increafe,  by  Natal 
the  company,  for  fifty  thoufand  guilders,  to  be  paid  in  toys  p^^^^^^fi^ 
and  other  commodities.     By  this  addition  the  province  is  be-  -^  ^f^e^om- 
come  of  great  extent,  and  the  government  confiderable.  ^^* 

The  Dutch  foon  extended  themfelves  beyond  the  valley  oi^he  Cape 
Tahle-HHl,  purchafed  great  numbers  of  cattle  from  the  Hot-  colony, 
ientots,  and  crefted  a  wooden  fort  near  the  Salt  river ;  a  con- 
tinual guard  was  appointed  to  prevent  ftrays  or  intermixture 
with  the  Hottentot  herds,  and  a  guard-houfe  was  built  for 
entertaining  a  hundred  and  ninety  horfemen,  to  be  ready  ta 
mount  in  purfuit  of  run-away  cattle,  and  to  oppofe  any  hoflik 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Hottentots.  The  fort  became 
ufclefs,  and  foon  decayed,  when  the  colony  extended  beyond 
the  Salt  river ;  part  of  the  guard-houfe  ftill  remains,  and  is 
J  converted  into  a  prifon  for  criminals  in  the  Indian  fettlementj. 
There  were  feveral  Indian  princes  confined  therein,  who  had 
been  banifhed  by  the  government  of  Batavia.  And  our  au- 
thor relates,  that  that  thefe  princes  were  obliged  to  fupport 
ihemfelves  by  their  own  labour,  during  an  exile  of  five  years. 

Governor  Simon  VanderStel*  attempted,  for  thefecurity 
of  fhipping,  a-canal,  four  German  miles  long,  to  be  cut  from 
the  Salt  river  to  the  bay  Falfoy  and  a  great  progrefe  was  made ; 
but,  .finding  that  both  monfoons  muft  choak  it  with  fand, 
the  works  were  difcontinued,  and  the  remains  are  now  called 
The  new  Salt  River. 

The  fortrefs  called  CoodHopey  and  the  Cape  Town,  arc  fitu- 
ated  in  the  Table  Valley  ;  the  fort  hmlthy  Van  Riebeck  flood 
a  confiderable  time  in  the  government  of  BaXy  when  this  go- 
vernor apprehending,  from  the  great  increafe  of  fettlers,  and 
improveme^nt  in  trade,  that  fome  European  power  might  at- 
tack the  fettlement ;  and  judging  a  new  calUe  and  ftrpnger 
garrifon  neceflary  for  the  defence,  and  that  the  old  ware- 
houfes  were  too  fmall  for  the  growing  trade,  tranfmitted  to 
the  direftors  in  Europe  the  ftate  of  the  Cape,  who,  approving 
of  the  reprefentation  and  propofalfor  fortifying  the  Cape,  dif- 
patched  ftiU  powers  for  erefting  a  ne^  fort,  in  fuch  place  and 
niodel  as  Bax  ftiould  judge  expedient.  Bax^  in  three  years,  j^^^  ^^/ 
fiaifhed  a  fpacious,  commodious,  and  ftrong  fortrefs ;  go-  fig  i^i^  ' 
yernor  Adrian  Vander  Stel  made  feveral  additions  to  it,  and  hy  Bax. 
It  is  at  prefent  an  exceeding  fh-ong  and  (lately  building,  of 
large  compafs,  and  provided  with  neceflary  accommodations 
for  a  numerous  garrifon,  ccwnpletely  covering  the  harbour, 
^d  of  jgreat  defence  towards  .the  land  :  the  gorernor  and 
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chief  officers  have  magnificent  apartments,  and  the  compa- 
ny's warehoufes  are  large,  handfome,  and  commodious. 
Cape  CAPE  TOWN  is  l^e  and  regularly  built,  with  fpadous 

Town.      ftreets,  and  contains  upwards  of  two  hundred  houfes,  many 
are  ftately  and  magnificent,  with  large  courts  before,  and 
gardens  behind ;  mod  one,  and  none  above  two  (lories  high; 
built  with  ftone,  and  plentifully  fupplied  with  water,  by  a 
ftream  that  falls  from  Table  Hill,  which  turning  a  mill  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  runs  through  large  pipes  into  a  fquare,  and 
from  thence,  between  the .  town  and  forlrefs,  into  the  fea. 
There  is  a  row  of  houfes  on  the  river,  with  beautiful  gardens, 
vineyards,  and  corn-fields,  farmed  by  the  chief  burgomafters 
at  1 500  florins  a  year,  payable  to  the  town  treafury.   Build- 
mg  is  greatly  encouraged  contiguous  to  the  town,  and  in  the 
country  ;  the  company  gives  gratis,  fufficient  land  for  houfe, 
court-yard,   out-houfes,  and  gardens.     All  houfes  that  are 
fold  are  charged  with  aground-rent,  proportioned  to  the 
rent  they  would  let  at  ;  if  new,  the  loth  or  20th  penny  is 
'paid,  and  if  old,  the  40th.  Officers  are  appointed  with  falaries, 
to  infpeft  chimneys,  in  order  to  prevent  fire ;   negleftof  duty 
is  feverely  puniflied,  and  failors  and  Hottentos  are  prohibited 
fmoaking  in  the  flreets. 
Govern'         The  prefent  government  of  Caps  Town  and  this  extended 
ment  of  the  fettlement,  ftands  upon  eight  eftablifiimeatsj    inflituted  by 
to^m  and  '  Riebeck  and  fucceeding  governors :  the  Grand  council,  Court 
colony.       of  Juftice,  Petty  Court,  Marriage  Court,  Orphaa  Chamber, 
and  Ecclefiaflical  Council,  a  Common  Council  and  Board  of 
Militia. 
Grand  The  Grand  Council  confifls  of  the  governor,  who  is  pre- 

CounciL  fident,  with  a  double  vote,  and  eight  principal  officers  in  the 
company*?  fervice.  This  college  of  policy  is  the  company's 
reprefentative,  and  the  intereft  pf  the  fettlement  is  their  pro- 
vince. They  direft  trade  and  navigation,  make  war  and 
peace  with  xht  Hottentot s^  and  correfpond  with  the  direftorsin 
*  Holland,  and  the  governors  of  Batavia  and  Ceylon.  R^ifters 
of  tranfaftions,  with  all  letters  and  copies  of  difpatches,  are 
kept  by  the  fecretary.  ^  The  garrifon  pays  martial  falutes  to 
the  members  of  this  council  at  their  entering  or  going  out 
of  the  fort. 
Couri  of  The  Court  of  Juflice,  generally  compofed  of  the  members 
Jufiic€*  of  the  grand  council,  hear  and  determine  all  civil  and  crimi- 
nal caufes  of  moment.  Where  one  party  is  fervanttothc 
company,  to  avoid  partiality,  three  regent  burgomafters, 
magiflrates  at  the  Capey  have  feats  and  aiSfl  the  court;  thefe 
are  annually  chofen  amongft  the  inhabitants  not  in  the  fervice. 

Appeals 
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Appeals  lie  in  the  firft  inftancc  to  the  court  at  Batavta^  and 
frooi  thence  to  the  fupreme  court  in  Holland^  the  laft  refourcc. 
Appellants  are  obliged  to  a  depofit  of  one  hundred  florins,  to . 
be  lodged  where  direfted  by  the  court,  till  final  judgment  is 
obtained  j  which  is  then  paid  or  returned,  as  the  judgment  is 
affirmed  or  reverfcd . 

The  Petty  Court,  at  prefent  dependant  on  the  court  of  Petty 
juftice,  takes  cognizance  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  trefpafles,  Cwrr. 
and  firiall  debts,  and  is  compofed  of  a  member  of  the  grand 
conncil,  who  prefides,  and  reports  the  proceedings  to  the 
coiiacil,  of  three  hfurghers,  and  four  immediatefervantsto  the 
company.    A  burgher  is  vice-prefident,  and  the  clerk  of  the 
court  one  of  the  fervants.    The  prefident  and  members  arc 
chofen  biennaUy  by  the  grand  council,  two  or  three  of  the 
fitting  members  being  always  re-chofen,  for  the  inftruftion 
of  the  new-elefted  in  the  praftice  of,  and  proceedings  before, 
the  court.    Copies  of  all  proceedings,  fentences,  and  decrees, 
of  this  and  the  court  of  juftice,  are  tranfmitted  by  the  grand 
council  to  Holland. 

The  Marriage  Court  infpefts  the  legality,  before  celebra-  Marriage 
tion  of  marriage  contrafts,  and  iflues  warrants  to  the  paftors,0«r/. 
authorifing  the  publicatiofi  of  banns.  This  court  is  generally 
held  at  the  c^ftle.  Previous  to  any  examination  in  this  court, 
the  parties  are  obliged  to  a  perfonal  joint  appearance,  to  afk 
the  confent  of  the  governor  ;  who  gives  to  the  man  his  man- 
date to'  the  court,  direfting  proper  inquiries  to  be  made  con- 
cerning thd  parties,  and  fignifying  therein  his  condidonal  aflent, 
provided  the  court  finds  no  caufe  to  the  contrary. 

Seven  perfons  adminifter  the  affairs  and  interefts  of  the o,.*;^^^ 
Court  of  Orphans,  the  vice-prefident  of  the  grand  council  pre*- Court. 
fiding  in  this  chamber ;  three  of  the  company's  fervants,  and 
three  burghers  are  chofen  biennaUy  into  thistruft.  A  burgher 
is  generally  vice-prefident ;  the  fecretary,  who  takes  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  proceedings,  and  regifters  the  tranfaftions,  is  al- 
ways in  the  company's  fervice,  with  a  faiary  and  perquifites. 
No  orphan  can  marry  at  the  Cape  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years,  without  the  confent  of  this  chamber. 

The  Ecclefiaftical  Council,  inftituted  for  the  government  ^rr/^^^. 
of  the  reformed  churches  at  the  Cape^  is  compoied  of  thecal  Court. 
paftors,  elders,   and  overfeers  of  the  poor,  in  each' parifh, 
who  finally  decree  the  temporal  and  fpiritu^l  concerns  of  the 
three  churches;  and  the  offices  and  ceremonies  inthewor- 
fliip  of  God  are  altered,  diminifhed,  and  augmented  by  the 
decrees  of  this  council.     The  furplus  of  coUeftions  is  applied 
to  charitable  ufes,  repairs  of  the  church,  and  maintenance  of 
■  fchools,    '  The  debases  and  refolutions  of  this  council  are  re- 
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g^ftered,  and  at  all  times  may  be  perufed  by  anyj)erfoos. 
There  are  occafional  church  couDcils  held  ia  each  parUh« 
Thefe  councils  confift   of   a    confiderable   pariftiioner,  the 
paftor,  eldeis,  and  overfeers  of  the  pari(h  ;  half  of  the  mem-, 
bcrs  are  burghers,  half  fervanis  tb  the  company,   and  the 
paftor  is  always  reckoned  one  of  the  laft. 
Court  of        Upon  the  great  increafe  of  the  colony  by  French  refugees, 
Comm$n     governor  Simon  Vander  Stel  efl^ibliihed  a  court  of  Common 
Cguncil,     Council  in  each  colony,  to  be  chofeu  biennally  by  the  grand 
council,  out  of  lift^  to  be '  prepared  and  prefented  by  the 
burghers.    This  council  has  no  authority  at  Cape  Towfiy  the 
whole  bufmefs  being  tranfafted  by  the  civil  courts  above-najn* 
cd.     Petitions  are  indeed  prefented  by  them  in  behalf  of,  and. 
theycolleft  the  taxes  laid  upon,  the  burghers,^  by  the  grand 
council.     The  three  regent  burghers,  who  have  feats  in'«he 
council  of  juftice,  are  magiftrates  of  weight  and  refpeft  ;"  and 
the  common  council  is  of  great  authority  in  the  pourts  of 
other  colonies :  the  Landrojiy  or  lieutenant  of  each  coloay, 
prefides  in  the  aflemblies  wherein  dAts,  trefpafles,  and   all 
matters  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  florins,  are  heard 
and  determined  :    moft  crimes  are  puniftied  by  the  councils 
in  whofejurifdiftion'they  were  committed. 
Uorfeand      SIMON  VANDER   STEL,   upon  the  arrival  of  the 
foot  militia  refugees,  inftituted  a  horfe  and  foot  militia  ;  iod  for  their 
injhtuted,  government  erected  two  boards,  each  with  two  commiffioners 
and   fecretary.     A  member  of  the  grand  council  preildes 
at  the  board  for  and  in  Cape  Town,    The  other  members  are 
the  principal  military  officers  of  the  Cape  colony.   The  Land^ 
drqfl  of  Stellenbojb  is  prefident  of  this  board,  and  the  other 
members  are  the  principal  officers  of  the  united  militia  of 
Stellenbojb  and  Drakenjiein  colonies.   The  militia  is  employed 
in  the  purfuit  of  run-away  flaves,  or  on  hoftiie  appearances 
from  the  HottentotSy  and  annually  muftered-' 
^Table  The  three  hills  which  form  the  Table  Valley  are  called 

Hill,  its  theTahle  Hill,  Lion  Bill,  'and  mnd  or  DeviPs  Hill.  The 
fituation  Table  Hill,  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Taboa  do  Caho,  or  the  Cape 
^^  TlzW^,  bearing  fouth  from  the  center  of  the  valley,  »;and  ex- 

hdgbu  tending  fomething  to  fouth-weft,  is  1857  feet  high  :  on  the 
top  are  feveralfprings  of  water,  clear  as  chryftal,  and  of  a  de- 
lightful tafte.  The  funwnit*  refembling  the  leaf  of  a  table, 
'  appears  at  a  dtftance  level  and  Smooth,  but  is  uneven  and 
craggy.  In  the  middle  is  a  large  chafin,  or  rent,  obferved 
to  increafe  in  rainy  feafons,  and  believed  to  have  been  made 
by  the  violent  currents  from  the  top,  whidbi  wafh  dovm 
great  qnantides  of  earth.     Stately  trees  gsow  kklihis  cfaafm ; 
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^i  t^  hUl,  in  appearance  rough  and  barren.  Is  extremely 
firuitAil.  There  are  two  gardens,  callied  Paradife  and  Hellf 
between  which  a  filver  mine  was  difcovered ;  but  the  ore  Si/'ver 
^afpon^4  to  Holland  not  yielding  fufEcient  filver  to  anfwer  mine, 
ike  working,  the  mine  was  clofed  and  neglected.  A  white 
doud  hovers  oyer  this  hill  during  rhe  dry  feafon,  from  Sep* 
tmher  to  March,  and  frequently  in  other  months  :  from  this 
doud  iffue  the  fouth-eaft  winds  with  incredible  fury,  fhatter- 
iog  houfes^  endangering  (hipping,  and  greatly  damaging  the 
fruits  of  the  earth.  Upon  difcoycring  this  cloud,  the  failors 
iaftantly  cry  out^  the  table's  covered,  prepare  for  thejiorm, 
and  work  with  as  much  aftivity  as  if  it  was  begun  ^, 

The  Uon  Hill,  contiguous  to  the  fea,  extending  northward,  LionHillt 
and  bearing  weft  from  the  center  of  the  valley,  is  feparated 
from  the  Table  Hill  by  a  fmall  chafm,  called  Kloof  by  the 
Dutch.  In  this  Kloof  two  centinels  are  placed,  to  give  notice 
of  fhipping  making  into  the  harbour :  the  fmalleft  veflel  may 
be  difcovered  from  the  top  of  this  fteep  hill,  which  is  partly 
afcende4  by  rope  laddei:s,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  leagues. 
Upon  the  difcovery  of  a  fail  the  centinel  in  the  head  makes  a 
figoal  to  his  comrade  to  fet  out  immediately  and  inform  the 
officers  :  if  more  appear,  the  flag  is  dropped,  and  a  gun 
fired  for  eyery  fail,  which  is  accordingly  reported.  The  pro- 
per officers  are  always  prepared  by  this  method  to  receive  the 
approaching  veffels  ^. 

The  republic  or  princess  flag  is  always  hoifted  to  Dutch 
flups  on  their  voyage  to  India,  and  two  flags  with  devices  to 
^U  fliips  returning  to  Holland.  Thefe  flags  for  returning  fliips 
are  annually  changed  by  the  diredors  in  Holland,  and  fent 
to  the  Cap^,  with  ^jcaft  cppies  drawn  upon  paper  for  the 
governor  general  of-ff^/^v/a,  who  diftributes  them  totheco^a- 
mande^-s  of  returning  (hips.  Thefe  commanders  are  to  conclude, 
in  cafe  the  devices  at  the  Cape  (lifagree  with  their  copies,  or  if 
Of)  fjag  ftiould  appear,  that  the  Cafe  is  poflefled  by  411  enepiy, 
^  to  fie^r  ^way  immediately,  and  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to 
iiollq^d.  Tb?.  prince's  flag  is  hoifted,  apd  a  gxitt,  fired,  at 
Robir»  J^yla^,  ^t  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  for  every  fhip 
lailing  by,  qr  ftandi^g  in. 

Not  f^r  fropa  the  Klccf  is  a  large  traft  of  fine  meadows, 
and  anpther  bpyond  the  hill,  at  prefent  common  paftures  for 
the  neighf>oufi|:^g  cattle,  but  capable  of  great  improvemqot, 
tile  foil  beinj;  e:juremely  rich,  and  nofcarcity  of  water. 

A  La  Croix,  voUiv.  p.  86.  Kolbem,  vol.  il.  p.  iz.  vid.  & 
Ramus,  vei  Viagii,  vol.  i.  third  edit.  p.  119.  &  feq.  Davity, 
&AppER.;&^i/priir  «  La  Crqix,  ib.  p.28.  K9LBEN,'ib.p« 
I4«  &  al»  f»»P'  <JiWt. 
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SIMON  V4NDER  ST  EL  erefted  upon  a  creek  at  the 
foot  of  this  hill  a  fmall  fort  of  four  guns,  to  prevent  clandef- 
tine  trade,  and  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the  harbour  againft 
enemies  ;  who  under  cover  of  the  fogs,  which  are  frequent  in 
the  months  of  June  and  y^fy,  might  land  in  fmall  boats  undif- 
covered.  Jdrtan  Vander  Stcl,  his  fon  and  fucceflbr,  judging 
this  precaution  unneceflary,  the  guns  wefe  remanded  to  the 
fortrefs,  and  the  fort  left  to  decay. 
Wind  Thp  fTtnd  Bill,  fo  named  in  wills,  confveyances,  and  re^^ 

HilU  cords,  and  vulgarly  DeviPs  Hilly  extending,  like  the  Lion  Hill, 
to  the  fea,  is  lower  and  narrower  thah  the  Table  or  Lio?}  Hill, 
abo^unds  in  excellent  paftures,  with  an  exteniive  view  over 
feats,  gardens,  and  vineyards,  as  far  as  the  Salt  River,  T^yg^f 
Hillsy  and  adjacent  defarts  ^. 
Round  There  are  fcveral  beautiful  feats,  vineyards,  and  gardens, 

Bufb  and  o^  every  fide  of  Table  Hill,  which  furpafles  all  in  number  and 
Newland  delicacy  of  fprings.     Round  Bujh  and  Newland  Gardens  belong 
(5.ar<lens.  to  the  company  ;  a  magnificent  pleafure-houfe  for  the  gover- 
nor was  creeled  in  the  firft,  at  the  company's  expence  ;  both 
are  well  watered,  and  yield  a  confiderable  reventie.     Moft 
forts  of  European,  Perfian,  and  vines  from  other  countries, 
the  Japan  apple,  with  the  moft  efteemed  fruits,   have  been 
tranfplanted  into  thefe  gardens,  which  the  Cape  foil  and  cli- 
mate brings  to  the  higheft  perfe^ion.     Between  thefe  gardens 
is  an  eftate,  called,  from  its  fertility,  Bread  and  Wine ;  and  a 
brewhoufe  in  the  neighbourhood,  well  fupplied  with  water, 
crefted  by  Jacob  Lonwen,  who  was  tranfported  with  his  fa- 
mily, at  the  company's  expence,  to  introduce  the  Deventer 
method  of  brewing.     The  feveral  currents  of  fprings  on  Salt 
JRiver  fide,  uniting  at  the  bottom  of  th^  hill,  run  in  ^fh-ong 
ftream  into  that  river. 
Cdnllan-       Near  this  hill  ftand?  a  delightful  feat  erefted  by  Sinm 
^z  built  hy  Vander  St  el,  called  Cdnjiantia,  in  honour,  of  his  lady's  name, 
8imoa      commanding  the  moft  extenfive  profpeft  over  this  improved 
Vander     country,  and  Table  Bay,    In  the  way  to  Conjlantia  is  a  rough 
^^•?         ftony  road,  leading  over  high  and  craggy  mountains  to  Wood 
Bay.:  this' wood  is  never  cut  down  but  in  times  of  ndfceffity; 
wood  being  fcarce  and  valuable  at  the  Cape.     The  company 
had  feveral  fettlements  in  this  country  for  raifing  catde, 
'  which,  being  too  expenfive,  were  all  fold ;  and  all  their  de^ 
.  mands  have  been  fupplied  eVer  fince  by  four  licenfed  {laugh- 
ter houfes.     In  this  quarter  is  a  large  traft  of  land,  three 
day?  JQuruey  round,  whi<:h  governor  K<znd!?r  -S/^/ h^d  ^ppro- 

^hh  CrqixvvpI.  iv,  p.  37^    KotBEN,  vol.  ii.p.  19.  Ramxts, 
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priated  to  himfelf  and  family,  and  erefted  a  magnificent  feat 
and  elegant  flabling. 

The  adjacent  hSJs  called  Tyger  Hills,  from  a  coloured  ap-  Tyger 
pearance,  and  fpotted  like  the  fkinS  of  thofe  animals,  are  the  Hills, 
moft  fertile  about  the  Cape  ;  the  lands  are  all  cultivated,  ex- 
cepting one  fmall  traft,  in  which  is  a  fpring,  which,  in  dry 
feafons,  fupplies  with  water  the  neighbouring  planters,  and 
therefore  not  granted  out  by  the  company.  Thefe  hills,  for- 
merly the  haunts  of  deer,  are  faid  to  owe  their  fertility  to  the 
droppings  of  thofe  animals  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  all 
places  frequented  by  deer  furpafs  all  others  in  fertility.  There 
are  twenty- two  feats  and  eftates,  divided  into  corn-fields, 
vineyards,' gardens,  and  meadow  grounds,  on  thefe  hiJls;  the 
fettlers  are  efteemed  but  middling,  whofe  flocks  confifl:  of  no 
more  than  600  flieep  and  100  large  cattle  ;  to  be  denomi- 
nated confiderable  requires  a  ftock  of  1000  flieep,  and  two  or 
three  hundred  large  cattle ;  and  there  are  fetders  who  are 
poifefled  of  1000  ftieep  and  1000  large  cattle.  The  CaPe 
fettlement  was  fupplied  in  the  beginning  with  horfcs  from 
Perjia,  whofe  breed  is  extremely  increafed,  and  the  price 
greatly  reduced,  three  beautiful  ftrong  horfes  being  fold  at 
an  au^ion  for  eighteen  Dutch  fchellings.  The  fartheft  of 
the(e  hills,  which  are  eight  leagues  in  circumference,  is  four 
leagues  diftant  from  the  Cape. 

The  Cow  Hill,  about  fix  leagues  from  the  Cape,  beyond  Cow  Hill, 
the  Tyger  Hills,  was  next  cultivated.  There  is  no  good  water, 
the  foil  is  poor,  and  the  inhabitants  but  few. 

The  Blue  Mountain,  fo  called  from  a  bluifh  appearance  at  Blue 
^  diftance,  is  about  eight*  leagues  from  the  Cape,  and  was  Moun- 
'  next  fettled.     The  foil  is  equally  fertile  with  thofe  of  the^^» 
Tyger  Hills,  but,  through  fcarcity  of  water,  thinly  inhabited! 
Elephants  and  deer  furnifli  the  fettlers  with  wholfome  and 
delicious  provifions,    and  they  'gain  confiderably  by  their 
hid^s  and  flcins.  '       '        * 

In  the  year  1712  this  colony,  divided  from  Stellenhqfh  kt- 
tlement   by  a  large  defert  bordering  on  Cape  Town,  was 
extended  by  the  grand  council  as  far  as  Mujhellbank  River^ 
a  conflux  only  of  rain  waters,  forming  a  ftream  by  the  cur- 
rents of  adjacent  mountains,    uniting  in  this  chanel,  which 
run  into  Salt  Water  River,  and  thence  into  the  fea.»    The  ^  i  ,«. 
fource  of  this  river,  which  receives  feveral  rivulets,  and  waters  ^*  R-y^Z 
in  its  courfe  many  gardens  and  vineyards,  and  particularly  ^^ 
Round  Bifjb  jgarden,  belonging  to  the  company,  is  on   the 
fummit  of  Table  Hill :  the  water  is  clear,  and  wholfome,  and 
brackifii  only  by  the  mixture  of  the  fea-water  at  high  tides, 
yhich  gives  it  the  name  giSalt  Water  Riv^r, 
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Djffennt       The  waters  of  the  Tabky  Uon^  and  Wind  Billsy  and  adja- 

£»iours  oftJ cent  \a\\\es,  have  different  coloors  and  taftes,  are  cold  apd 

tafiis  ef    warm,  heavy  and  light.  Thofe  whofe  fprings  are  on  the  fiun- 

Koatir.      ujjjs  of  mountains,  are  white  and  dear  ;  the  brightnefs  in- 

creafes  in  the  rapid  defcents  over  flints  and  pebbles  ;  abd  are 

extremely  fweet  and  wholfome.     Thofe  whofe  defcent  is  lefs 

rapid,  and  run  over  pebbles  and  flints  more  contracted,  are 

of  a  dark  ted,  the  colour  of  iron  ftones.     The  waters  of  the 

rivulet  fl'owing  from  the  ftone  hills,  through  Buffalo  Valley, 

into  the  Sand  Valley^  and  from  thence  into  Table, Bay  y  are  dF 

this  colour.     Many  are  blackifh,  from   the  earth  and  mud 

through  which  they  run  ;   fuch  are  the  waters  of  a  rivulet 

flowing  by  Stellcnbojhy  and  of  another  running  beyond  Stel- 

lenbojb,  out  of  MottcrgateintOi  Stellenbqfh  River, 

Most  river  waters   preferve   the  fweetnefs  of  the  fpring 
throughout   their  courfe ;  others  lofe  the  fpring  fweetnefs, 
whitenefs,  clcarnefs,  and  become  brackifli,  and  fome  their 
liquidity.    The  remains  of  thefe  waters  are  the  fineft  fait. 
Some  arc  brackifh,  yet  palatable,  at  their  fources,  which,  by 
ftanding,  become  too  brackifli  for  drinking  j  the  fprings  of  the 
Tyger  hills  and  vallies  are  of  this  kind.     The  waters  that 
fall  rapidly  from  hills,  and  run  through  chanels  never  pene- 
trated by  the  fun-beams,  are  extremely  cold,  and  retain  the 
coldnefs  though  kept  in  veflels.    There  are  other  waters  that 
^re  warm  and  fomctimes  hot,  and  two  warm  baths  about  30 
miles  from  the  Cape, 
Cape  wa*     The  waters  about  the  Cape  are  efteemed  beneficial  in  every 
ters  excel'  cafe  ;  European   phyficians  recommend  them  preferably  to 
hut.  wine,  brandy,  and  all  flrong  liquors  ;  and  their  credit  is  fo 

high  at  the  court  of  Denmark,  where  they  are  efteemed  the 
brighteft,  fweeteft,   and  moft  wholfome  in  the  world,  that 
Sent  /•      every  Danijb  royal  fliip,  returning  to  Europe,  is  ordered  to 
Den-        touch  at  the  Cape  for  a  large  caflc  of  fpring  water  for  his  Danifb 
mark.       majefty. 

Beyond  the  Stone  Hills  are  feveral  fprings  that  water  the 

adjacent  country.    In  one  of  thefe  hills  is  a  ftone  quarry,  dif- 

covered  by  Vander  Stel,  little  inferior  to  marble,  and  made 

life  of  for  flair-cafes  and  floors. 

Stellen-         STELLE I^B  OSH  colony,  fo  called  from  Bojb,  or  Bujb, 

\>o^  colony  2C[i^  Stel,  the  name  of  the  governor,  was  fetdedin  the  time 

f^tled  by    ^^d  by  the  direftion  of  Simon  Vander  Stel.  The  Dutch  called 

.^''*^'^       this  colony  the  Wild  Forefi,  whilft  covered  with  flirub%  and 

Stel  ^'     turtles.    In  the  principal  valley,  named  Stellenbojb,  flood  a 

beautiful  chur/ch,  and  council -houfe,  which  were  deftrpyed 

in  1 710  by  an  accidental  fire  :  the  village  wa$  handfomely  re- 

buflc 
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built  in  four  years,  but  the  church  and  coundl-boufe  rem^  \ 

in  their  ruins* 

There  are  large  barren  fandy  trafls  between  the  Cape  and 
tiiis  colony,  whole  four  diviiions  are  named  Stelknbojby  MQt' 
tergate,  Hottentot  Hoilandy  and  Bottelarg, 

On  the  Stellenbojh  head  or  eminence,  in  the  road  between 
the  two  colonies,  were  formerly  planted  a  cannon  and  flag- 
ftajBP,  to  give  notice  oi  European  or  Hottentot  approaches ;  but 
the  Dutch  foon  becoming  too  populous  and  ftrong  for  any 
hoftile  attempts,  the  cannon  was  carried  to  the  fortrefs. 
There  are  two  roads  from  the  Cape  to  Hottentot  Holland^ 
over  the  fandy  downs  into  the  Tyger  Valley^  through  the  part 
called  Steilehio/b  is  the  moft  commodious;  the  moft  pleafant 
is  through  the  Kloof,  and  over  the  mountains,  commanding 
fine  profpefts  of  the  bays  and  country,  with  views  of  Motter* 
gate,  Hottennots  Holland^  and  Falfo  Bay. 

FALSO  Bay  is  formed  by  a  chain  of  mountains;  the  Falfo Bay^ 
mountaiifs  on  the  eaft  fide  are  called  Hottentot  Holland :  one 
only,  on  the  weft  fide,  contiguous  to  Stone  Hilly  has  obtained 
the  name  Norwegen^  from  its  extending  fix  leagues  in  the 
fca,  and  running  to  a  point,  like  the  mountains  on  the  coaft 
of  Norway,  Thofe  oi  Hottentot  Holland  are  much  higher,  and, 
like  the  Table  Hill,  covered  with  a  white  cloud,  during  the 
reign  of  the  fouth-eaft  winds:  the  mountain  terminating  the 
bay,  from  its  appearance  at  fea  in  the  manner  of  a  lip  hang- 
ing over  the  chin,  is  denominated  Hang-lips,  This  bay  is  ten  Hang.lip» 
leagues  in  circumference^  and  called  Falfo,  from  a  falfe  report  mountain. 
that-  the  bottom  was  covered  with  ftones,  and  no  fafe  lodg- 
ment for  anchors.  The  bay  was  infpefted,  and  the  bottom 
tried  ifl  1702,  by  order  of  the  governor  Lewis  Van  Affenburgb, 
when  the  ground  was  found  to  be  no-where  flony.  There 
is  a  large  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  which  has  been  fince 
believed  to  have  been  the  foundation  of  that  groundlefs  report. 
No  {hip  can  ride  with  fafety  in  this  bay,  during  the  high 
fomti-eaft  winds ;  many,  moored  with  the  ftrongeft  cables, 
having  been  torn  from  their  anchors,  ftranded,  and  dafhed 
to  pieces  againft  the  rocks.  The  bay  abounds  in  various 
kinds  of  cxquifite  fifli,  and  there  is  great  ftor^  at  the  mouths 
of  Sfjellenbofh  and  Hottentot  Holland  rivers  ;  but  the  greateft 
quantity  is  taken  at  the  Fifh  Huik,  under  the  rock  ngmed 
Hang-lips.  The  colonies  might,  with  good  management,  be 
-Applied  by  this  fifhery  alone. 

hi  November  17 10,  a  terrible  hurricane  at  fouth-eaft,  blew  Hurricane 
•ib&  waters  in  floods  up  the  country ;  feveral  thoufaad  bufiiels  l^  ^7^^^ 
sf  £ifai  remained  OQ  the  land,  on  the  retreat  of  the  waters, 
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and  the  fesl  frequently  overflows  the  Sea  Cow  Valley ^  leaving 
Sea  Cow  infinite  numbers  of  fifli  behind.  This  valley  was  formerly 
Valley,  the  haunt  of  fea  cows,  amphibious  animals  of  prodigious 
whyfo  fize,  that  made  frequent  fallies  up  the  country  to  feed  on  the 
calUd,  grafs.  None  are  feen  now,  being  driven  to  more  diftant  re- 
treats, by  the  great  deftruftion  made  amongft  them  by  the 
firft  fettlers,  and  other  Europeans. 

In  xhtQ^xittx  of  Hottentot  Holland^  fo  called  from  being  the 
place  appointed  for  raifing  the  company's  cattle,  ftands  the 
Sheep  Mountain^  always  covered  with  grafs,  and  fhecp  con- 
ftantly  feeding  thereon.  The  foil  throughout  this  divifion  is 
extremely  rich,  yielding  abundant  returns  for  what  is  fown 
or  planted,  and  by  much  the  moft  fertile  and  pleafant  part  of 
Stellenbojh  colony.  In  the  infancy  of  tlie  fettlement,  a  fquare 
fort  was  erefted  near  the  fea-fide,  mounted  with  four  can- 
non, to  proteft  the  fettlement  on  that  fide  from  the  Hotten- 
tots ^znA  to  give  notice  of  any  appearance  of  enemies  in  Bay 
Falfo ;  but  the  cannon  have  been  carried  to  the  fortrefe,  nor 
are  there  any  traces  remaining  of  the  fort  or  ruins. 

The  divifion  was  formerly  haunted  by  lions,  tygers,  leo- 
pards, elephants,  ihe  rhinoceros  and  elk,  which  have  beai 
for  the  moft  part  killed,  or  frighted  into  more  remote  quarters 
by  fire  and  ball ;  no  animal  now  appearing  but  deer  and  goats. 
,  Three  rivers,  whofe  fprings  are  in  the  adjacent  mountains, 

run  through  this  divifion  ;  the  fource  of  the  pri!fcipal  river  is 
in   the  mountains  contiguous  to  Turn-again  Hilly  fo  called 
from  a  way  over  it  to  Drakenftein  colony,  which,  to  avoid 
precipices,  appears,  by  feveral  turnings,  to  lead  back  again. 
This  river  overflowing,  in  rainy  feafons,  the  adjacent  lands, 
Jdrian  Vander  Stel  creOicd  a  large  and  deep  bafon,  capable  of 
containing  the  rain-water  defcending  from  the  mountvns ; 
the  lands,  by  this  contrivance,  were  prevented  from  being 
overflowed  in  rainy  feafons,  and  fupplied  in  dry  with  fufficient 
water.     This,  and  other  rivers  without  names,  whofe  {prings 
are  alfo  in  the  mountains,  having  watered  many  improved 
eftates  in  their  courfe,  difcharge  themfclves  into  Bay  Falfo. 
Sail  fertile.     ^^  TTE  R  GJ  TE  divifion  lies  north  of,  and  is  furrounded 
by,  Hottentot  Holland  and  Stellenbojh  divifion  and  river.  The 
foil  is  fertile,  the  houfes  numerous,  and  the  whole  equally 
improved  with  other  colonies.    In  rdny  feafons  the  lands  are 
overflowed,  and  all  intercourfe  cut  off  amongft  the  inhabit- 
ants, the  Stellenbojh  River  and  other  rivulets  becoming  im- 
paflable.     Bridges  would  efFeftually  remedy  the  great  incon- 
venience and  lofies  fuftained  by  thefe  floods  ;  yet  the  inha- 
bitants, who  neither  want  money  nor  wood,  could  never 
be  induced  to  think  even  of  propcf  relief. 

STELLEN^ 
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STEL  LENB  OSH  divifion,  of  equal  circumference  with  Stcllcn- 
Hottentot  HoUandy   is  fertile  and  pleafant.    The  mountains  bofh  M<vi- 
which  furround  this  divifion  are  named  SteUenboJb,  refemblingA». 
in  height  and  fize,  and  like  the  Table  Mountain,  are  covered 
.  each  with  a  white  cloud,  during  the  fouth-eaft  winds,    Thefe 
winds  blow  here  in  a  different  manner,  no  contrary  winds  op- 
pofing :  the  fury  ceafes  from  evening  to  midnight ;  whereas  an 
'  hour  at  noon  and  midnight,  are  the  only  quiet  time,  during 
the  whole  feafon  at  the  Cape.     The  cliffs  of  thefe  mountains 
are  woody;    and  various  kinds  of  curious  and  uncommon 
herbs,  whofe  properties  are  unknown,   and  abundance  of 
beautiful  flowers,  grow  on  the  fummits.    The  vallies  abound 
in  corn-lands,  vineyards,  and  gardens  :  the  houfes  are  well  and 
commodioufly  built :  there  are  feveral  large  ones  on  Stellenbojb 
River;  and  the  whole  divifion  is  in  the  moft  flourilhing  con- 
dition.    This  river,  rifing  in  Stellenbojb  mountains,  and  be- 
come coniiderable   by  the  ftreams  in  Matter  gate,  runs  at 
length  into  Bay  Falfo.     The  bridge  ere(fted  by  ^he  colony  ^^^^.^^^ 
over  this  river  being  too  narrow  and  dangerous,  a  more  ^j^///  fy  ^ 
ftately  and   commodious  one  was  built  at  the  expence  of  ^^pri^vate 
private  gentleman,  who  obtained  leave,  and,  for  the  public  ^f«//f«wi«. 
good,  fubmitted  to  the  reftraint  impofed  by  the  grand  coun- 
cil, that  no  toll  fhould  be  paid  for  pafling  over,  or  through 
roads  made  on  his  own  eftate,  for  the  fervice  and  ufe  of  the 
public.     This  bridge  flill  remains  in  good  condition. 

BOTTELARY  divifion,  the  moft  northern  part  of  SteU  Bottelary 
lenbojb  colony,  borders  on  the  fouth  on  Stellenbojhy  on  xh^  dii;iJion. 
feaft  and  weft  on  Drakenjiein^  and  on  the  north  on  Mujbell 
Banky'^ndi  exceeds  all  the  Cape  colonies  in  the  great  quanti- 
ties of  hay ;  the  grafs  in  other  parts  being  confumed  by  cattle 
on  the  grounds*  The  mountain,  formerly  the  haunt  of  wild 
horfes,  which  feparates  this  divifion  from  Drakenftein,  is  call- 
ed the  Horfe  Mountain,  and  Jojfen  Mountain,  named  from 
Jqft  thefirft  inhabitant,  is  covered  with  paftures,  fertile  fields^ 
vineyards,  and  gardens,  even  to  the  fummit. 

The  company,  being  defrauded,  fold  the  feveral  nurferies 
for  cattle,  which  they  had  intrufted  to  the  care  of  the  neigh* 
bouring  inhabitants  of  this  divifion,  who  are  greatly  difh-effed 
for  wood  and  water,  the  fettlers  being  frequently  obliged  to 
make  ufe  of  rain  water,  coUefted  into  fmall  lakes  and  ditches, 
that  in  fummer  becomes  brackifh.  Lands  granted  by  the  com- 
pany are  fubjeft  to  be  forfeited,  on  negleft  of  planting  with  trees 
a  certain  number  of  acres  ;  yet  this  condition  has  never  been 
obferved  by  the  planters,  though  the  company  has  planted 
numbers  of  oaks  that  have  fucceeded ;  and  the  punifhment  for 
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cutting  the  Icaft  branch,  being  whipping  by  the  common  ex- 
ecutioner. 
Draken*        DRAKENSTE  IN  fettkmcnt,  fo  named  in  honour  of 
ftein  fet»    baron  Van  Rhecdcy  lord  cf  Drakenjiein  in  Eurvpean  Guebkr/and, 
tlement.     was  firft  began  in  1 675,  in  the  government  of  Shmn  Vander 
SteL     Many  artificers  and  others,  whofe  times  in  the  compa- 
ny's fervice  had  expired,  had  planted  fevcral  trafts'  of  land[, 
Inh  h'ted  "^^^^  *^  company,  to  whofe  proteftion  the  States  General 
hrejuziis*^'^^  recommended  the  French  proteftants  who  fled  into  HoU 
hnd,  tranfported,  at  their  own  expence,  numbers  of  famifies 
to 'the  Cape,  who,   upon  lands  being  granted  by  the  gover- 
nors, fettled  in  Drakenflein,  where  fome  inhabitants  are  of 
"Germany  but  mod  of  refugee  extraflion. 

DRAKENSTEIN  is  as  extenfive  as  the  European  Low 
tHountrieSy  bordering  on  the  fouth  on  Turn-again  Mountain^. 
on  the  eaft  on  a  long  chain  of  moumains  named  Drakenftein, 
t)n  the  north  on  Saldanha  Bay,  and  on  the  weft  on  the  Horfe 
Mount ain,  which  divides  it  from  Bottetary.  This  large  coun- 
try has  neither  village  nor  council  boufe  :  the  bnrgomafters 
clefted  in  this,  repair  to  Stellenhojb  for  the  dtfpatch  of  public 
bufinefs,  and  aft  in  conjunftion  with  the  burgomafters  of 
that  colony  :  the  church  and  water-mill  are  the  only  public 
buildings ;  and  the  church,  about  fourteen  German  leagues 
from  the  Cape,  in  the  center  of  the  colony,  is  the  meaneft 
and  moft  fordid  building  imaginable,  covered  with  -reeds, 
with  walk  not  exceeding  four  feet  in  height,  the  infide  bare 
walls  and  reeds,  with  a  moft  fhocking  pulpit  and  defk,  only  a 
few  plain  forms  to  fit  on,  and  thefe  brought  by  the  pooreft 
people. 

There  are  numbers  of  farms ;  and  fome,  but  few,  fump- 
tuous  houfes :  the  refngees,  beginning  the  world  under  great 
incumbrances,  the'  debts  at  firft  contrafted  remain  ftill  un- 
-ffifcharged ;  and  though  fome,  whofe  fuccefs  has  been  great, 
iiave  erefted  fuperior  buildings,  the  generality  of  their  de- 
fendants remain  rn  cotts,  requiring  no  more  than  room  and 
ftelter  from  the  weather. 

The  Mowitam  River,  fo  called  from  its  fpring  rifing  in  the 
mountains,  receiving  feveral  rivulets  in  its  courfe,  is  confidera- 
•'ble  near  the  church,  with  large  farms  on  both  fides,  about 
half  an  hour's  diftance  from  each  other;  yet  the  inhabitants 
complain  of  the  contiguity  for  want  of  fufHcient  pafturage 
between  the  plantations,  and  grafs  growing  in  plenty  on  both 
fides  of  the  river.  This  fertile  part,  producing  every  growth 
of  the  Cape,  is  mountainous  and  ftoney ,  and  the  mountains, 
like  all  about  the  Cape,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  are  covered 
with  fnow,  and  often  from  Jum  to  September. 

From 
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From  Turn-again  Mountain  to  the  chnrch  is  a  road  o&  Turn, 
the  left,  leading  to  Stellenbq/b,  truly  named  by  the  inhabitants  again- 
SangeHunk,  or  fearfel,  being  narrow,  floney  and  fteep,  lead-  ^oua- 
ing  on  e4ges  of  precipices,  and  pits  of  water,  and  infefted  ^^^^ 
with  lions,  tygers,  and  other  wild  animals.    Many  have  pe- 
rifhed  by  their  horfes  ftarting  into  thefe  precipices  and  pits 
upon  the  approach  of  thefe  animals  ;  yet  the  moft  elegant 
leats  of  the  Latidroft  oiStellenhofb  and  Draken/ieinQolome», 
and  feveral  others  of  note,  are  fxtuated  in  this  dangerous 
road. 

SlMON^s  Valley,  fo  named  in  hpnour  oi  Simon  Vander  %\morC% 
Stel^  who  granted  it  to  Blefius,  the  Cap  fifcal  independant.  Valley,  ■ 
is  1^  out  in  corn-fields,  vineyards,  and  gardens.     Upon  aa 
ordonnance  publiihedin  1707,  that  burghersonly  fliould  trade 
in  corn,  wine,  and  cattle,  Bleftus  fold  thi?  eftate  to  a  favouritq 
fervant  for  24,000  florins,  to  be  paid  by  yearly  payments  of 
2,000  florins.  Near  iSiffwnV  Valley  is  a  high  mountain,  named 
the  BubyioTUan  T<rwery  extremely  plentiful  in  corn  and  wine, 
.  A  MARKET  is  held  near  the  church,  for  the  fale  of  grocery  The 
and  other  fipall  wares  necelfary  for  domcftic  ufe,  bought  at;  markets 
the  Ca^^  and  fold  here  at  an  advanced  price.     On  both  fides 
of  the  <ih<irch,  and  road  to  Mountain  River ^  lie  feveral  well  ^ 

cultivajred  and  improved  eftates;  and  from  thence  to  Waggon-^ 
makers  Valley^  and  farther  on  to  Pearl  Mountain,  fo  called  Pearl 
from  a  large  ftone  on  the  top,  imagined  by  the  common  peo-  Moua- 
pie  to  refemble  a  pearl.  This  mountain  is  rocky;  the  ftone  is^*"^* 
proper  for  mill-ftones  ;  and  many  were  hewn  out  by  order  ojf 
Vander  Stel,  and  ufed  in  the  mills  of  the  colonies.  The 
Mountain  River  pafles  through  IV^gm-makers  Valley,  fo 
called  from  an  European  waggon-maker,  the  firft  inhabit- 
ant, in  a  ferpentine  manner,  and  runs  above  an  hundred 
German  miles  from  its  fource,  through  kvtrdl  Hottentot  coun- 
tries, into  St.  Hellenes  Bay.  This  river,  fordable  in  fummer, 
when  fwelled  by  winter  torrents  running  down  the  hills, 
overflows  sl  copfiderable  part  ofthe  adjacent  country.  Num- 
bers of  men  and  horfes  have  been  loft  in  attempting  to  pafs  it  ^ 
and  fcarce  a  winter  pafles  without-fome  terrible  cataftrophe^ 
The  inhabitants  are  deprived  of  church  fervice,  and  the  benefit 
of  the  mill  at  the  foot  of  Pearl  Mountain  y  yet  the  intelligent 
iuhabitants,  provided  long  ago  with  fofficient  cafh  to  be  laid  j 

out  for  the  public  good,  have  tieVdr  thought  of  a  bridge ;  the 
only  thing  wanting  in  the  colony. 

Numbers  of  Hottentots,  who  lately  d^velt  in  this  valley; 
abandoned  their  Kraals,  and  retreated  farther  up  the  country. 
Upon  the  appearance  of  European  planters,    Thq  plantation 
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and  buildings  of  thcfe  new  fettlcrs  were  not  brought  to  pcr- 
feftionin  1731. 

R  IE  BECK'S  Caftk,  fo  named  from  Van  Riebeck,  firft  go- 
vernor Si  the  Cape^  is  an  extreme  high  and  fteep  mountain. 
The  plantation^  on  and  near  it  would  be  greatly  increafed 
but  for  the  fcarcity  of  water ;  one  well  only  being  dug  at  the 
expencc  o{  Vander  Bal,  a  planter,  for  the  relief  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  enjoyed  in  common  this  advantage,  till  a 
Tyger  planter  obtaining  from  the  government  the  fole  proper- 
ty, the  inhabitants  are  obliged  at  ppefent,  as  formerly,  to 
make  ufe  of  rain  water. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Cape  fettlement,  barracks  were 
ere<n;ed  here  by  the  company  for  an  hundred  men,  and  as 
m!iny  horfes ;  and  a  cannon  was  planted  on  an  eminence  near 
this  port,  to  be  fired  on  any  hoflile  appearance  from  the  HoU 
ientotSy  as  a  flgnal  to  the  next,  and  from  thence  continued  to 
the  Cape.  The  Hottentots  afterwards  defirous  of  friendOiip, 
and  concluding  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  Dutch^  this  guard 
was  aboliflied,  the  cannon  carried  to  the  fortrefe,  and  the 
barracks  and  ftabling  went  'to  decay. 

The  Twenty-four  Rivers,  about  a  day's  journey  north 
of  Riebeck's  CajUle,  and  thus  called  from  the  many  flreams 
with  which  it  is  watered,  belongs  to  Drakenftein  colony. 
The  foil  is  extremely  fertile,  producing  corn  from  25  to  more 
than  thirty -fold,  with  great  plenty  of  gfafs  and  water  through- 
out. No  lands  are  granted  here  in  propriety ;  on  which  ac- 
count huts  only,  and  not  houfes  of  expence,  are  erefted  in 
this  part. 

To  this  colony  appertain  the  Honey.  Mountains,  fo  called 
from  the  great  quantity  of  honey  made  by  the  bees  in  the 
cliffs.  The  Hottentots  climb  extremely  high,  in  great  danger, 
in  qtieft  of  honey  and  wax ;  which  they  afterwards  barter 
with  Europeans,  for  tobacco,  brandy,  and  glafs  or  brafs 
,  tririkets. 
'  The  European  inhabitants  of  thefe  mountains,  who  are 
but  few,  and  tenders  of  cattle  only,  like  thofe  of  the  Tw«i- 
ty-four  Rivers,  are  fettlers  by  licence ;  who,  reftrained  from 
tilling  more  ground  than  what  is  thought  neceflary  to  yield 
fufficient  corn  for  their  fupport,  make  no  life  of  that  liberty ; 
but,  living  without  bread,  eat  meat  with  meat,  as  beef  or 
mutton  with  fmoaked  or  dried  venifon ;  are  extremely  health- 
ful, and  Arangers  almof):  to  diforders;  their  drink  is  water, 
milk,  and  honey  beer. 

About  a  day's  journey  from  the  Honey  lie  the  Picquet 
Mountains,  fo  called  from  the  game  of  picquet  being  play^ 

the 
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thd  whok  day  the  iiu^opeans  firft  infpe^ied  tills  rettlement : 
the  inhabitants  are  feeders  of  cattle^  who,  with  the  people 
of  Honey  Mountain^  drive  their  cattle  to  the  Ci^  market.  The 
Hottenttts  and  thefe  people  live  friendly  together. 

VAN  Wooer m  colony,  in  called  by  governor  Vender  Stelf  Van  Wa« 
in  compliment  to  the  Van  fVaverenhmly  of  Amfierdam^  to^*^***  ^^'^ 
which  he  was  related,  was  begun  in  1701,  is  the  youngeft'^* 
and  moll  eaftern  fettlement,  dbOut  25  0^36  German  mile^ 
diftant  from  the  Cape^  and  feparated  from  Oraketjjiein  by 
jRat/  Sand  Mountain ;  the  bonndaries  af-e  hitherto  unfettled. 

The  Xed  Sand  Mountain,  whofe  top  is  a  cone,  is  extremely  Red  Sand 
dtfficalt  to  pafs,  being  high  and  Aeep,  and  the  road  acrofs^oon. 
narrow  and  ftony,  with  thick  wood  id  many  places  on  bdth^*^* 
£des.  Waggons  are  generally  unloaded  and  taken  to  piece^ 
and,  together  with  the  goods,  carried  over  in  fmall  parcels  by 
the  cattle  and  waggoners  ;  the  black  land  near  this  moun- 
taia  is  indnded  in  this  colony  :  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile, 
yielding  a  vaft  increafe  of  all  forts  of  grain  that  hath  been  - 
hitherto  fown,  and  promifes  equal  fertility  with  the  bell 
lands  about  the  Cape.  No  lands  are  granted  in  property,  but 
arc  held  by  licence  from  the  government  from  fix  months  to 
fix  months :  on  this  account  the  lands  are  hitherto  made  uf6 
of  as  paflurage;  nor  are  there  any  buildings  fuperior  td 
fliepherds  huts.  There  are  no  places  for  public  worfhip  ;  the 
Inhabitants  frequent  Drakenftein,  and  fometimes  the  Cap^ 
churches,  to  which  they  are- obliged  to  repair  for  marriages 
and  chriileniDgs,  being  under  the  Cape  jurifdiAioh.  All  ci- 
vil and  criminal  canles  are  determined  by  the  magiflratesi 
6f  Stellenbojh.  The  country  is  well  Watered,  and  provided 
with  two  hot  baths  :  the  hot  water  of  one  becomes  in  two 
hours  proper  for  bathing ;  yet  the  healing  virtues  of  tfeefe  wa-  . 
ters  are  quite  neglefted  for  another  bath  at  at  fmall  diftance. 
The  hot  bath  behind  the  Hottentot  Holland mounmns  is  moll 
frequented,  and  moJEl  judly  recommended.  This  b^th,  and  at 
large  trail  of  fertile  land,  were  granted  by  governor  Lewis  Van 
Ajfemhourg  to  Appel  and  heirs,  who  make  a  confiderafele  profit. 

In.  fpesidng  of  the  living  creatures  of  the  Cape,  We'  fliall  Anikaki 
omit,  as  much  as  poffible,  defcribing  thofe  which  are  in^^  *^'. 
common  with  other  parts  of  Africa^  and  take  notice  only  ot^^^^^^  ** 
fuchas  have  (bmething  remarkably  particular,  a£  different  ^^^'Jf^j^^^ 
^thejr  in  their  nature,  ftiape,  6"^.  ^  * 

The  Hottentot' couvktrics  abound,  from  the  lion  to  th^^he  Kon4 
monkey,  in  the  greateft  variety  of  the  animal  creation.    The 
lion,  the  firft  in  dignity,  and  the  iftofi  noble  beaft,  is  extremdy 
ftrong,  the  flefli  has  no  ilj  tafte,  and  eats  like  venifon. 

The  Ieojp«rd,  w  panther,  and  the  tygef,  beaHs  of  2LYi\ttLedfari 
M6i>.HlST,Vot.XV.        H  mtXiX^iandtyger* 
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natare,  dlfierlog  in  nothing  h^t  the  jQze  aa4  mapner  oiF  the 

fpots,  arc  iextremdy  fierce  and  ravcnoi|s*;  their  Aeft,  which  15 

exceeding  white  and  tender,  furpafles  in  tafte  the  iin^ft  ve^. 

Ekfhants.     The  Cz/^ elephants  are  the  largeft,  and.  itxp^^oportlon,  the 

ftroDgeft  ia  the  world  j  theh:  teeth  weigh  from  (Jq   tQ  I20 

pounds;  their  flefti  is  coarfe,  and  neyer  eaten  by  Si/rcj^^anx 

|iut  in  great  neceffity ;  they  make  grea^  expedition  in.  trjivcl* 

ling,  and  fleep  lying  upon  the  ground. 

JthinHt"       Tm  (kin  qf  a  €aie  rhinoceros,  whofc  fenffe  of  fineffingfe 

f,Qf^      "    remarkably  woncjerful,  and  in  conftant  enjnity  w;th  th^  ^e- 

f  *  phant,  is  almoft  impenetrable  by  the  (barpeft  knilib :  the 

,    horn  in  the  fnou^,  with  which  he  rips  up  the  belly  of  a  fnrr 

pn?:ed  elephant,  Is  kpown  not  to  endure  poifon  ;  the  frefti 

blood  is  hung  up  in  the  guts  by  Buro^eans^  to  dry  iq  ^e  ftip^ 

^nd  taken  afterwards  in  ivinc,  cofffee,  or  tea,  to  opep  obftrpc- 

tipqs,  and  for  inward  fores.     Kplben  eat  the  flelh  with  grea^ 

iatisfaAion. 

WildJop.     Besides  th^  different  kinds,  of  European  and  Cape  doi^^ 

uic,  there  are  wild  dpgp/that,  like  the  Kongo  Mabian^  are 

mort4  enemies  qf  every  (^ua4rupe4  fpecjes,  that  range  in 

bodies  of  thirty,  forty,  and  upwards,  encountering  Hpns^ 

^.  and  alwayii  conquering  by  numbers.     Both  Europeans 

s^id  Hottentots  follow  and  fob  tfiefe  dogs  of  their  prey  after 

the  chace.  The  EuropeOins  fait  for  their  flaves,  and  the  Pot- 

*^^C/i  cat,  what  they  get. 

fy^  Th^RJS  are  the  coaimon  European  and  Ijjger  wohes,  of 

w«/vr/.     tlic  iize  of  an  ordinary  flieep,  with  broad  he?ids  Eke  bnfl-dogs ; 

their  jaw$,  nofe,  and  eyes,  are  large,  the  teeth  edged,  with 

frizlpd  hair,  flioft  tails^  ^nd  fpotted  like  a  tyger.    This  Uw> 

tyger,  a^d  leopard,  that  know  and  purfue  by  thd  howl^  are 

great  enwnics  to  the  tyger  wolf. 

-»  ffiJ  'Tn^  Cape  buffalos  are  largei;  than  the  European^  and  hard 

■Muffalos*   ^  1^  yjjg^  without  fire-arms ;  their  flefli  is  neither  tcn4cr 

nor  fat,,  like  that  of  an  ox. 
ERs.        ,    Tm  Cape  elks,  about  400  pounds  we^g^t,  are  mtfch  ^rgei; 
than  European  or  American  eU«;  thdr  fjefli  tailes  lik^g^ 
beef,  ^either  boiled  or  roafted. 
WtUafti.     The. wild  afs  is  fpotted  and  ftreaked  in  that  beatitiful 
manner  as  has  been  defcribed  in  other  places,  with  whit^ 
chefnut,  or  brpwn,  and  furpafles  a  horfe  in  iwiftnefs,  an4 
therefore  extremely  difficult  to  be  taken* 
jfqi^  The^e  are  wild  horfes  in  the  Cape  countries,  bqt  none  In 

horfes.       ^^  European  colonies  ;  the  fettlement  having  been  fuppBed, 

in  th^  beginning,  with  hprfes  from  Perjia. 
Sia  horfis.     The  lea-horfe,  as  has  been  already  defcribed  in  a  former 
chapter,  is  here  in  great  plenty  and  requeft.    The  fleA, 

.  .  boiled 
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boil€4  <ir  Mflfted,  baifig  cfteemed  dcUdone  food,  and  fdUi  a^ 
12  d.  and  tji/.  /^  povod  ;  the  fit,  likcwifir  bearii^  the  fame 
piicfy  i6a4<im«:ia&fi)it8i^«iftQali^  aad  fiMoedmes  fpfead 
upon  brfa4  ISas  toitcer. 

.  Theirs  are  tam«  blue  and  (pottqd  «oats  $  the  lihie  %02iXSrDifereni 
arefliaped  like  the  tSLmt  European,  of  the  fizcof  a  hart,  and^'»^  ^ 
of  a  ddioate  blue  c<^our ;  the  flefli,  though  feldom  fat,  is  ^ell  i'^^* 
tgfted»  and  the  ddna  «qiial  la  goodaeTs  th^  of  the  deer. 
The  flefli  of  the  fpotted  goats  tajles  like  Tenifon ;  and  that  of 
aoi^dier  beajat^ul  ibrt  bt  £oata>  widiout  oaine>  far  furpaHes 
the  h^  t  diere  are  jwt  diviAg  ahd  rock  goats,  whoTe  flefii, 
tfaoQgh  lean  aad  toxigk.  Is  cfteemed  a  daiAty  ^t  the  C&^. 

Tifs&r  ave  at  the  Ca^,  bc£des  the  ftiakbingfem,  a  moft^//^^W 
fHoMng  and  olhtidv  aaunal,  like  a  ferret  in  make,  and  of  they^agf  ami 
i^  oi  a  nriddUng  do^,  baWciB,  mouataki  cats,  moles,  h-  other  wild 
dian  mice  ^,^  large  as  cats,  rattle  ^ke,  that  ibme^imes  make  a  ammals^, 
rattling  noife  with  their  tails ;  emiQs,  whpfe  flefli  is  whole- 
ibmc^  and  agreeable  to  the  palate ;  the  fox,  harcs,  harts,  rab- 
btes^  cats,  and  European  rats,  carried  by  (hipping. 

Four  forts  of  eagles  are  feen  ki  the  HottenM  countries  ;  Eia;ksl 
.  dbe  bird  fimfdy  called  eagle,  of  the  ignoble  kind,  according 
to  Gsfiiar  and  Ludolphus,.  from  tlieir  feeding  upon  fifh  and 
dead  animals  ;  the  duck-eagle,  or  Jquila  Jnaforia,  wbofe 
prey  are  Audks  ;  th«  Qffifrage,  or  bone-breaking  eagle,  that 
carry  up  and  let  d^  land  tortoifes  fall  from  a  great  height  in 
the  air,  to  break  their  Aells ;  and  the  Naliatus,  fo  caUed  by 
Batnralifts,  or  fea  eagle. 

The  Phanicopterusi  fo  n»ied  by  Afr.  Ray,  called  by  thePh»ii- 
Dutch  FJammgfis,  and  by  the  Frmci  Fiammant,  is  the  moftcoptcrus 
beautifnl  Urd  at  the  Cape,  larger,  and  the  neck  much  hmgsr,orF\M- 
diaatbntofafwan.  Bothhead  and  nedc  are  white  as  fnow;  Ae'^^^S^V 
bin  extremely  broad,  the  upper  mandible  crooked,  and  kttger 
Chan  tl^  nether,  which  is  tUcker  and  hollow,  and  filled  Math  a 
large  and fiit  tongue,  that  eats Kke marrow;  theKllofudark 
blue,  black  at  the  pdnt,  and  furniflied  with  (bort  (harp  teeth, 
the  lower  parts  of  the  wing  feathers  are  black,  and  the  upper 
c{  a  high  flame  colour,  the  feet  like  thofe  of  a  goofe,  and  th$ 
l^s  half  aa  long  as  the  kgs  of  a  ftork,  of  an  orange  (itotir  z 
their  fleih  i^  whoKbme,  and  well  taAed. 

Besides  the  time,  there  are  three  forts  of  wild  geefe^  the/^,-^ 
liUI,  or  mountain,  the  crop,  and  the  water  goofe,  which  differ  ^/^, 
in  fize  and  colour.  The  hill  or  mountain  goofe,  whofe  feathers 
on  the  head  and  wings  are  <rf  a  bright  Ihining  green,  are 
Jai^  than  the  European  ;  the  crop  gooft  is  a  large  bird ; 
and  the  water  goofe,  of  die  fame  fize,  is  dUVinguilhed  from 

I-l^  the 
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the  Eur^ean,  tame  by  a  brown  ftreak,  inlermbGed  ^th  green» 
on  the  .back :  their  fleih  is  efteemed  extremely  delicate. 

Kkthmu.  The  knorhan,  upon  difcoverijtg  a  man,  gives  warning  to 
other  birds,  hf  makii^  and  continuing  a  load  noife,  to  the 
great  dilappoiotment  of  fportfmen :  the  fle(h  has  an  agreeable 
taftc. 

S««mKtv«  The  flefh  of  a  fea  crow  is  delicate  food,  much  efteemed 
at  the  Cape^  Nvhere  their  feathers,  which  are  exceeding  foft, 
are  ufed  in  bedding  and  cufhions. 

feiicam.  Thk  fpoon-biil,  or  pelican,  and  the  Malagas,  are  largqr" 
than  geefe :  the  fea-guUs  are  numerous,  and  their  eggs,  as 
large  as  duck  eggs,  are  moft  delicate  food,  whofe  white  never 
hardens  by  boiling,  but  remains  like  a  jelly.  The  pingoin, 
or  pinguinan,  of  the  fize  of  a  goole,  is  an  extreme  fat  bird ; 
the  fld9i,  being  of  a  filhy  tafte,  is  of  no  value ;  but  their  q^, 
which  are  likewife  the  moft  delidous  food,  are  always  efteemed 
and  looked  upon  as  fine  prefents. 

RaviHs.  One  fort  of  xavens  is  totally  black,  another  totally  grey, 
and  a  third  fort  has  the  belly  feathers  white,  the  feathers  on 
the  head  black  and  white,  and  the  reft  quite  black. 

OJIfiehst      Ostriches  are  numerous  at  the  Capei  thdr  eggs  are 

iu^  other  reckoned  good  eadng,  and  one  a  tolerable  meal  for  three  or 

**'"^'  four  perfons.  Thefe  large  birds  are  equally  careful  in  hatch- 
ing, the  male  and  female  alternately  fitting  on  the  eggs,  and 
diUgent  in  feeding  their  young  as  other  birds.  There  are 
feveral  forts  of  falcons  ;  and  the  pheafants  are  the  fame  as 
the  European  :  owls  are  of  the  fame  fize,  but  of  difierent 
.  colour ;  the  feathers  are  red  and  black,  intermixed  with  grey 
fpots,  which  make  a  beautiful  appearance.  There  are  tame^ 
and  feveral  forts  of  wild,  ducks  ;  the  yellow*hanmier,  lark, 
.  ^  the  chloris,  or  greenfinch,  of  the  fize  of  a  nightingale,,  with 
long  and  pleafant  notes;  and  a  bird,  called  Edolio  by  the  £2^- 
ropeanSf  refembling  in  fize,  make,  and  colour,  the  Eurcpean 
cuckow  ;  this  bird,  which  keeps  in  thick  bufhies,  and  on  high 
trees,  cries  and  repeats  often,  in  fine  weather,  in  a  low  and 
melancholy  tone,  eMio,  edolio. 

.Mluebirds..  Thhre  is  a  blue  bird,  whofe  flefh  is  delicious  food,  de* 
fcribvl^  by  Raphael  Seuler^  of  the  fize  of  a  ftafling,  with  blue 
feathers  ;  thofe  on  the  neck  and  thighs  of  a  fky  blue,  but 
.X.  fomcwhat  daiker  than  thofe  of  a  king's  fifher;  the  beak 
and  wing  feathers  of  a  dark  blue,  with  a  pdnted  bill  about 
four  inches  long,  and  the  nether  mandible  of  a  dark  red. 
Several  forts  of  birds,  tho*  of  difierent  colours,  having  the 

Bind"      ,feme  notes,  are  called  by  Europeans hlas^-hvcAz :  the  wagtails^ 

ktrdf,        finches,  and  bats,  are  the  f^mc  as  European. 

.      .  ^  Besides 


BxsiDBs  an  kinds  of  European  finches,  there  is  aibrt  pe-  Akirdpe^. 
cnliar  to  the  Cape^  larger  than  a  chaffincfay  whofe  feathers  culimr  h  ^ 
are  of  an  alh  colour  in  winter,  to  which  fncceed  a  new  plu-  *^^  Cape.  • 
mage  in  fummer  :  the  feathers  on  the  head,  belly,  wings,  and 
tail,  are  black,  on  the  neck  and  back  of  a  high  fcarlet,  and' 
the  bill,  which  is  fliort,  ftrait,  and  pointed,  is  yellow.     The 
neft  of  this  bird  is  of  peculiar  contrivance,  made  impenetra- 
ble by  any  weather,  of  fmall  twigs,  interwoven  with  cotton,' 
in  the  clofeftand  tighteft  manner,  Mdth  two  apartments,  and: 
but  one  entrance ;  the  upper  is  the  apartment  for  the  male,' 
and  the  female  lodges  in  the  undermoft* 

There  are  gnat-fnappers,  and  a  bird  called  long-tongue,  (?»tff- 
Canary  birds,  and   the  Serinus,  fo  called  by*  Heujlines^  eX'/vaffirs* 
tremely  deftruftive  to  feed  plants  ;  they  are  much  (hot,  and 
their  flefli  is  greatly  efteemed  by  the  Cape  Europeans,  who 
itlifli  it  more  than  their  notes. 

The  sBgiihus,  hawfinches,  or  grofbeaks,  the  upupa,  or  JEgithms^ 
hoopoe,  the  ftone- pecker,  and  ftarling,  are  numerous  about  a»^  «/i&^r 
Ac  Cape.     There  are  tame  and  wild  pigeons,  called  the  hill,  ^'''^^^ 
^  mount,  the-bufli,  and  fea  pigeons ;  with  three  forts  of 
fwallows,  thejprey,  houfe,  and  fea  fwallow,  named  Jpus  by 
aaturaliftsr.    '    ^  ^ 

The  afp,'of  anafli  colour;  and  fpecked  with  red  and  yelldw.  Different 
and  fevcral  yards  long,  and  infany  kinds  of  ferpents,  are  feen  2X  kinds  9f 
the  CaJpe  i  the  eye  ferpent,  called  the  dart  and  flioot  ferpent,  fvomfirfents. 
darting  fiercely  at,  and  flipoting  from,  an  enemy,  with  won- 
dferfulfpeed;  the  tree  ferpent,  being  generally  in  and  about 
the  branches  of  trees ;  the  blind  flow- worm,  with  black  fcales,, 
fpeckled  with  brown,  white,  and  red  ;  the  DipfaSy  or  thirft 
ferpent,  about  three  quarters  of  a  yard  long,  with  a  broad 
6eck  and  black  beak,  whofe  bite  inflames  the  blood,  and  .   ~- 

^aofes  a  painful  thirft  ;  the  hair  ferpent,  called  by  the  For* 
tuguefe  Cobras  do  Cabetlo,  about  a  yard  long,  and  "three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  thick,  whofe  poifon  is  the  moft  malignant, 
caiiflng,  unlefs  an  antidote  is  inftentiy  applied,  immediate  death. 
Houfe  ferpentis,  about  an  ell  long,  und  an  inch  and  half  thick, 
whofe  bite  has  no  ill  confequence ;  the  Cerajies,  or  horned* 
ferpents,  with  many  others. 

,  Most  Europeans  have  artificial  ferpent  ftones,  made  by  The/gr^  ' 
Indian  Brachmans,  who  alone  poflTefs,  ^nd  remain  inflexible  pent  ^^nt^ 
in  preferving  the  fecret  of  the  compofition;  thefe  artificial 
ftones,  fliaped  like  a  bean,  the  matter  in  the  middle  being 
white,  and  the  reft  of  a  Iky-blue  colour,  have  admirable  vir-* 
tues,  and  'are*  efteemed  the  moft  efieftuai  remedy  againft 
Ipoifon.      -•  .  . .  i    '  ^  ,  .'  •?  ^ 

i.  -  i  LI  4  Thfre 
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9$^ri^i^f     Thbhk  arc  fca,  rhser,  and  k«d  itoftrfb*;  tbe  ftt^,  of 
milmi    tte  £ze^  ihape,  tnd  faded  like  a  y^n^  Atiiif^  is  pr^. 
nfttf/*      vided  with  a  ftii^  ;  tht  fc«  kmiit  is  tevered  t^kk  a  baM 
ihell,  titd  having  maty  kgs,  coding  in  hooks,  ara  ^feac 
plagues  ta  fiingii^  and  fucking  of  fiih.     Amo^  the  fever^ 
iMrtt  of.  womts  that  keep  co&tiAually  m  tbe  fea,  \a  a  tifora 
\JDSLt  might  be  properly  ciuled  the  fea-horfe ;  the  bead,  mouth, 
ncdc,  and  breftft,  are  ihaped  etaAly  like  tbofe  of  a  horfe; 
the  hind  part  runs  to  a  point,  abottt  fix  inches  long  ;  the 
body  is  Bat,  and  with  ribs  ;  the  back  is  yellow,  and  t^  belly 
white.    There  are  leaches,  of  a  daiic  red,  fpeckled  wit4 
bhck;  and  water  fnakCs,  about  fix  iacbes  IcHag,  and  as  thick 
ac  a  fwan's  quill, 
'dait.  "^^^  ^^  infe£b  are  nnmeroQiid  the  Caj0  tteatrtcs,  who-e 

thtfse  are  various  forts  of  ants,  fome  like  European ;  the  val-^ 
lies  are  covered  vdth  their  hills :  oth^s  difier  in  iize,  being 
much  krcer,  iCrhofe  lulls  likcwife  are  larga^ :  there  is  a  fort. 
aix)ut  half  an  inch  long,  who&  beads  are  red^  with  brows 
backs,  and  aih-colottred  belljr  and  legs ;  and  another  witit 
red  wings»  that  frequently  fly  up  the  higheft  hills,  extremely 
niihble  and  induAriouS. 
^^0g^  ]Ef  E  £  s  abound  throughout  thefe  countries,  and  are  the  fainey 

in  every  refpeA,  with  Eurt^an  :  they  lay  their  honey  in 
bolhyw  trees^  in  cHffi,  and  on  the  tc^  of  high  rocks;  the 
noek  honey  has  a  finer  flavour  than  that  of  the  hive,  whicb 
am  but  few,  the  JJotienMs  fupf^lying  the  colonies  with,  tlM 
fU$s.        Qommodtty.   Amongfl  the  many  kinds  o£  iltes  }s  ix^e  thai 
rai&s  a  bMer  like  SpamJbAics,  which  the  C^  furgeons.  Who 
get  great  quantities,  m^e  ufe  of. 
FU^,mtSf     Theri  ire  fleas,  ilits,  earth-flies,  beetles,  fikre,  btigs,  fnaik^ 
&r.  and  graflioppers,  of  fever al  fbtts ;  that  in  great  boft^  dam^ 

gar£ns,  orchards,  and  coro-fiblds.  There  are  as  many  foria 
of  butterflies  as  caterpiUars,  both  vntk  bea^ful  and  Mveljr 
Siorficm.  cckmrs.  Scorpions  are  aifb  nmAerous,  between  tw^o  »ft4 
-  '  three  inches  long,  of  a  dark  green  fpetl^ed  witd:  black,  m- 
fembling  the  fm^  Cf  ay-fifh  in  tfetj  part  but  the  t«},  v^Hdf 
h  longer  and  narrowef  ;  tfacif  ^g  is  e&aeediQg  paicifut  and 

dangerous.  ' -  - 

Itoiii,  The EE  are  ^oths^  ^afes,  rainvnofins^  ^pbdliCe,  weai^Is, 

ig^J       toads,  fpiders,  and  mtUepedes^  or  thoiiftnd  I^ :  tite  i|»dert 
tti.  dl£&rinfhe,  fhape,cdloixr,  andin^bs;  fbm4b^are  pc^boousf 

the  Ca^  Europeans  are  estreihelir  calitiot^  id  reg^d  to  ite 
fiaallef^ibrt^  no  bigger  than  a  UihM  pe^^  ^  ttttK  flpidcrki 
j^lack  and  aOiVe,  thebiteis  poifottta^,  aiiddlnfeadeib&ankrfii 
antidotes  ar^  ufed  immediately ;  a  ferpent^^ne  extrafts  ^ 
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|)piiQQ.    The  €a^  iniUepe<)es  are  red  and  whlte^  about  half  as  Bite  of 
thick,  ^d  a  fingE^  in  length,  downy  like  the  caterpUler,  with  miliefidts 
two  naovia3g horns  on  the  head ;  but  no  eyes  have  been  difco*  dan^erffiu 
vered  in  this  infe^,  whoite  bite  is  as  dangerous  as  that  of  thf 
fcorpkxi }  the  ferpeot  ftooe  is  an  effeAual  remedy,  and  r oafted 
onions. 

The  fea  and  rivers  aboQod  in  great  plenty  and  variety  Bhrnr. 
ii  fi(h ;  thQ  blower,  fo  called  from  blowing  itfdf  up  in  a  glo- 
bular form,  ia  fiaooth,  without  fades,  with  -  a  dark  yeponjr 
ba^,  an3  whitebelly,  a  iinall  mouth,  with  four  broad  teeth  ; 
}S  reckoned  pernicious,  and  here  avoided. 

•  The  beunet,  about  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  a  man's  Bemufi 
arm,  and  from  fix  to  eight  pounds  weight,  is  dry,*  but  an  * 
Agreeably  food,  and  eafy  oi  d^fefiion. 

The  brown-fiih,  a  great  devourcr  of  the  flying-fifli,  is  1 5  Brown*  ^ 
or. 16  feet  long ;  the  body  is  as  thick  as  an  oX|  ^nd  the  back^.   . 
is  fomewhat  raifed. 

The  flefh  of  cabeliau,  of  which  there  are  feveral  forts^  1$  CahHifH. 
tender,  delicate,  and  nourifhing. 

There  are  feveral  kinds  of  dolphins,  whofe  fleih  is  good,  J^olfhivs^ 
and  th6  ton^s  ^nd  Uv§rs  are  efteemed  ddicious  eatiqg  at 
the  Cape, 

The  fpawn  of  the  elft,  a  bony  fifli,  and  whofe  fleih  is  diy,  Elft. 
\&  in  high  efbeem. 

Th«  di&r^t  kinds  of  flying-fi|h  gre  <rf  th$  fize  and  fliape  Ffyingr^: 
of  ahating^  ^leepting  the  wings:  fome  have  two  large^^f 
"^v^iags  pnly^  o^ers  with  two  large  and  two  fmall  wings,  like 
tbp^  pf  a  bat.  Thefe  fi(h,  whote  ikib  exceeds  in  t^e  thp 
freih^  barrings,  are  greatly  purfued  and  harr^fled  by  num- 
bers of  ^^mies :  they  ard  always  in  fhoals,  and  fly  extremely 
fwift  in  pumbers  out  of  the  water. 

,The  ,Caj^i?  goW-fifti,  about  a  pound  wc'^ht,  are  a  foot  and  GoUJifi. 
^  half  long  ;  their  meat  is  exceeding  wholfomq,  of  a  ddicate 
jafte,  andct  gre^tdeanfer  of  the  blood. 

THEltE  arp  twQ  forte  of  (harks,  from  12  to  16  feet  long;  ^hatks^ 
both  forts  ai^  extremely  ravenous,  and  are  faid  to  banker  after 
buman  iiegi  more  than  any  other  food.  Th^iTflf^  pikes^  boiled  />/i^. 
or  broUed^,  are  gr^tly  efteemed,  and  found  only  in  Talt 
water. 

BsrASSEMSt  caU^d  UonenM'fi&i.  by  Eur\^eanu  about  a  ^^Alf. 
found  in  weight,  are  rcckoated  wholefomp  and  weU  tafted,         ,v^v> 

Thb  red-ft<Miebraffem,  ^ually  whoiefotne  and  notirifliii^,  Red  pone 
)uis  a  moft  delicate  tafte.  bn^ffems. 

IThe  pilot-filh,  fo  called  from  being  the  pilbt  6):  guide/to  ViUtf^^ 
the  Ihark,  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  fpotted  with  blue,  and  % 
|}^|lr^  a|ong  the  ridge  of  the  back^  wftj^  feveral  others 

W^  funning 


running  down  to  the  beUy»  with  gold  colour  about  the  eyes» 
and  lower  jaw  like  a  fiiw,  is  extremely  dilBcuit  to  take. 
This  fi(h  is  fidd  to  matter  the  fluurk,  and  to  fmell  land,  and 
when  in  fcent^  to  turn  about  and  make  oflfto  fea* 
tta4%vn$.  ^  SEA-LION  was  killed  in  Taik  Bay  in  1707  :  this  animal 
WAS  15  feet  long,  and  the  fame  in  drcnmference  i  his  head 
was  Uke  that  oTa  lion,  but  without  hair  or  icaie  upon  any 

Sirt ;  the  tongue,  of  50  pounds  wdght,  was  aU  fat ;  the 
in  was  of  yellowiih  colour,  ^th  two  (hort  fore  legs,  ending 
in  feet  like  thofe  of  a  goofe,  with  two  broad  thick  fins,  each 
pf  eighteen  inches  long;,  in  the  place  of  hind  lq[S ;  the  body 
was  uper  to  the  tail,  which  ended  in  the  (hape  of  a  half 
moon. 
P  r^nBs  •  Th  ERi  are  porpoiflcs,  or  fea-hogs,  and  whales ;  the  leflo% 
and  cal'cd  grampus,  is  frequently  feen  in  the  Ca§e  fea;  two  dead 

fwbales.  grampuffcs  weredrove  afliore  in ftormy  weather.  In  1707,  and 
1709  ;  one  was  50  feet  long,  24  broad,  and  -\x  high  ;  the 
other  was  45  feet  in  length,  12  feet  in  breadth,  and  in 
height  i8t  TI)e  tongues  of  each  wdgbed  600  pounds 
weight. 
ft'Avir-  The  iilver-fiib,  of  the  iize,  make,  and  tafte  <£  a  carp, 
fift).         about  a  pound  in  weight,  keeps  moftly  in  die  fea,  but  feme* 

times  come  in  flioals  into  the  rivers. 
Cramf'         Th£  cramp-fifh  is  a  curiofity  at  the  Cf/^,  of  the  cartilagi- 
ffif  nous  kind,  and  fmall,  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound  in  wdght, 

with  fmall  eyes,  whofe  irides  are  a  mixture  of  black  acfd 
white  ;  the  mouth,  though  finaU,  is  fumiihed  with  teeth, 
and  is  Ihaped  like  a  half-moon ;  above  the  mouth  are  two 
little  holes,  or  noftriis ;  the  back  is  orange,  colour,  and  the 
belly  white  /  the  tail  like  that  of  a  turlMt,  and  the  ikin  is 
extremely  fmooth  without  fcales  ;  the  brains  are  feen  whei^ 
the  fiih  is  opened  \  the  gall  is  large,  and  th?  liver  white  and 
tender. 

The  Ci/^fifhermen  decline  touching  the  cramp-fiih ;  and 

moft  authcM-s  juftly  agree,  that  whoever  touches  this  fifli  is 

^e^ed  with  fmart  pains,  cramped,  and  convulfed ;  but  th^ 

duration  is  not  lailing,  the  convulfion  being  at  the  height  in 

%  minute  or  two,  when  it  gradually  abates,  and  in  half  an 

Jiour  goes  quite  off. 

pnhlu       The  barbels,  carps,  eels,  gudgeons,  lobfters,  crabs,  and 

fi^/i,  ^c.  oyfters,  are  in  every  refpeA  the  fame  as  European ;  and  the 

y-ock-fiih  taken  in  holes  of  fea  rocks,  about  lix  inches  in 

^  length,  and  two  rpund,  ^re  of  rfi?  moft  a^peeable  taft^^  aacil 
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Thbrb* arertvo forts  of  water-fnails,  the  porcupine  and ;^«f^<. 
iea-porcupine  ;  the  (hells  of  both  are  varioufly  and  beauti*ylui/A* 
iiiliy  coloured,  but  lofeihecokuir  when  the  fhail  dies. 

There  are  kegd,  <xr  ninepin  fnails,  klip,  konfea  <»:  nabel 
{bails,  pearl  fn^ls,  fcrew  fnails,  and  ihell-fi(h  called  lea-funs, 
;ind  fea-ftars ;  thdr  (hells,  which  are  extremely  beautiful,  are 
chiefly  gathered  for  prefents  to  ftrangcrs,  and  prcferved  in 
soany  caoinets  of  curiofities« 

The  fea-fpout  isa  ftrange  and  furprifing  produftion  of  na-  Sm-Jfoni* 
ttire,  refembling  a  fpunge  or  lump  of  mofs,  flicking  to  fea 
rocks,  unmoved  by  winds  or  waves;  ofagreenUh  colour, 
•with  water  or  humour  continually  dropping  from  a  fle(hy 
fubftance  within,  not  unlike  a  gizzard  ;  there  is  no  life  per- 
ceivable in  this  creature,  but,  when  touched,  fine  (Ireams  of 
'water  fpout  out  from  two  or  three  fmall  holes,  which  is  re- 
peat^ as  often  as  touched,  till  the  flock  is  exhauAed. 

The  mufcle  crabs  are  like,  but  fmallcr  t^an,  lobfters,  and  Mufik- 
inhabit  another  belides  the  coat-(hell,  from  which  they  go  in  ^^^* 
and  out,  never  feparating  themfelves  quite  from  the  (hell,  with 
great  eafe. 

There  are  land,  fea,  and  river,  or  fre(h  water,  tortoifes,  tand^M. 
*mr-i^ged,  whofc  bodies  are  guarded  with  the  hardcft  and  ondrvon 
ilrongeft  (h«lls.    The  fea  and  river  tortoifes,  that  lay  and  ^^^h 
leave  their  eggs,  of  the  fize  between  the  pigeon  and  hen  cg^ 
in  the  fand,  to  be  hatched  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  are  found 
at  Bf.  Jag9  and  Mauritius  \  200,  and  fometimcs  300,  eggs 
arc  laid  in  one  neft,  which,  with  the  flefb,  are  agreeable  to 
the  palate.  The  land  tortoifes  are  plentiful  at  theCz/^?;  their 
liefli  is  fine  and  white  as  fnow,  and  thdr  eggs  are  of  an  ex- 
cjuifite  and  delightful  tafte ;  the  land  tortoUe  feeds  upon  roots 
herbs,  corn,  ^«.  * 

The  vegetables  of  the  natural  growth  of  the  Cape  coun*  Veg^tAhla 
tries,  whofe  virtues  are  topical,  and  many  of  no  life  in  medi-6^^*^ 
•dne,aretoo  numerous  to  beinferted:  in -&/Ws  account  "^*^^^ 
there  are  28^rts  of  aloes,  many  of  them  being  planted  in  the*'"^^'^* 
company's  garden  ;  their  flowers  are  of  dilierent  colours,    ' 
*fome  white,  others  red,  and  many  curioufly  fpeckled,  are  very 
delightful  to  the  eye  ;  five  forts,  k:^  African  alaternoides,  and 
0ght  oi  African  dogs-bane ;  ten  of  After  Africanus^  or  Afri- 
"  can  flarwort ;  feven  forts  of  bell-flowers  ;  twenty  of  African 
broom ;  and  twenty-one  of  cranefbill ;  (Ixteen  of  ragwort ; 
•  eleven  of  Thymahc  Africana,  or  African  fpurge  laurd ;  aiyi 
-  (ix  and  thirty  forts  of  Ficoides,  or  African  &g  marygolds :  the 
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Jrgyroiendros  4fri^at»f  or  dvcx-iietf  vfhole  iiriiit  U  coakal 

like  the  pine-apple^  grows  both  ia  vallies  aad  on  hills  :  the 
SpiraaJfricana  is  called  by  the  Bat tentotj  Duchu,  who  gather 
aad  dry  the  wkheredi  leaves  in  the  fun^  then  beat  the^  to 
powder  for  u^e.  :  this  powder  is  of  a  gold  colour.  Thera 
4re  trees  of  the  /ize  ol^  an  oak»  called  fUnk^wood  by  Europeans^ 
from  a  filthy  and  naufeous  fcent  while  und^  the  too],  and 
hardly  to  be  endured  by  workmen,  wbofe  (mell  goes  off  ia 
fome  time;  and  the  wood,  which  is  beiCutifully  clouded, 
makes  ufeful  and  ornamental  pieces  of  furniture,  and  enters 
fikewifeinto  the^o/^  materia  medica^  being  given  with  fuccef$ 
hi  many  cafes. 
Exoticv€^  The  wotics  are  alfo  tiumcrous ;  fir  plants  were  carried 
giishleu  froih  teurcpe  in  1690,  for  ornament,  and  to  fupply  the  colo- 
nics with  wood,  and  are  now  from  36  to  40  feet  high. 

Garden  forrel  was  planted  chiefif  for  the  advantage  at 
piariner?,  being  good  againft  the  (curvy.  There  is  abun- 
dance of  gar^ea  garlic,  common  alder,  and  China  rofe;  th^ 
green  leaves  pt  the  CJ^ina  rofe,  whiiked  in  watery  make  a  la- 
tnfcr  tirhich  the  tajfs  Europeans  prefer  to  foap  for  washing  the 
face  and  hands, 

Ther^  are  large  trails  of  land  planted  with  almond  trees,, 
bf  which  th^re  are  four  forts,  yieldi^  ^  confiderable  profit.. 
Pine-  'ifHEpin^-tree^jOriginaily  from  yiirwOTro,  were  tranfplanted 

/r/«,  iic^  fjf^c^  Eq^'TnJia ;  there  are  three  forts,  Jajama^  B^mama,  ani 
jajagna :  the  Jajama  apple  is  the  largeft  and  Jbeft,  ^om  fix  to 
eight  inches  long,  and  tluck  ;  the  outfide  colour  is  ted  and 
darlc  yellow,  the  infide  near  a  perfect  yellow  ;  the  infidi; 
tdlouf-  of  the  Boryama  and  Jafognais,  whiter  that  oi  jajagna 
jaftes  like  rhpnilh  wine. 
Garden  parfley,  asparagus,  red  and  white  beetw^,  wer^ 
^  ^ried  ixorxi  HoUandj  and  grow  in  great  plenty.    Xl^ere  are 
^     iltbund^ace  qf  re4  ftn4  whit^  cabbstges^  9f  40  ppunds  weight 
and  upwards,  ^nd  caulifiow^rs^  of  wh^ch  gr^at  quantities  ar$ 
,    .         ieht  to  Ceylon  and  ^atavia, 

^HEiQ^E  are  four,  forts  ol*  camphire  tree$,  on^  tranfplantefl. 
;tr6fn  Monies  iiland,  tb|  pth^er;  from  Sutnafra^  ^¥^f  C^na^ 
gid  jfapdn.  . 

Garden  afpsir^gus,  wild  and  garden  hemj^y  anci  ro/t/^ 
henedi5hiSf  of  great  medicinal  ufe^  grow  in  t'he  Cape  countries. 
The  cianamon-tr^e  grows  as  high  as  a  Spa'4^  olive- tree. 
Clove-glUillowers,  horfe-chefiiuts,  common  oni<n»,  aa4  gar^ 
den  chervil,  and  artichokes,  werp  carrkd.from  i/ot/Zcz/aaf; 
w'hite  and  jB:re7  peafe  from  Germany  and  Mollj^ndi  and  the 
Slber4-trec  frps)  C/rr^Sflf^:^     '        *  < 
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.  TiUSRs  arre  feveral  fott^oS  dierry-trees,  tf^e  triun^t- 

libwer,  fb^or-feneey  aod  cooiBum  cucambers  in  gteftt  plenty, 

jfefpaffngfcrrf^Mff  in  goodaefe. 

The  Afherkdn  paifiob-fto^r  bdaiis  a  (tvit  like  the  goMeiH 

rufledn,  and  of  an  agreeable  tafte. 
■  CrOnlLDt  were  brought  to  the  Ca^e  fiom  Europi  atid  the 

Jn£esi  there  are  feveral  forts,  and  gi^eat  irainbersare  difi 

yojed  amoBg  the  ihipping»  being  e&tremelj  ferriceable  i^ 

li^dg  voyages. 

The  male  typrds^trees  were  carri^  from  Europe  into 

CoRK'BOTTiES  weF€  biought  to  the  ^r  with  d»&II 
com ;  they  are  <^  a  white,  bine,  and  etmattan  colours ;  ^ 
flidwer  of  one  f(M*t,  in  the  compi^'s  gardens,  is  extreaely  frat* 
grant  and  beautiful. 

The  ^'i^is  fvpplied  yearly  TxAtfa.  yfMtyiiJts  ftaaiNM^i 
the  crqps  at  the  €^  never  hol^g  the  feed  agalnft  the  fotitij^ 
eaft  winds. 

Thorkt-afple  plants,  brought fro^/i»3Ktf,wt^  footed  ti^ 
tfid  deftroyed  by  the  government;  the  reaibn  isconceakd,  tt 
the  publication  might  be  attended  with  bad  coflfe^^iendft. 

There  are  European  and  Madagafcar  beaivs,  tbt  Induffi 
fig-iree,  torch-thiftle,  aitdcomalcHi  feianel>  fifawbeffy-bMtt^, 
md  In^tm  wheat ;  huihm  jefTami^,  and  patdkher-ttcey^  Whofe 
flowers  are  yelloWiih,  and  of  an  agreeable  fineH ;  the  Iniism 
ftikt  fettangan,  with  a  white  dcmUe-flow^^  lUto  ebe  Rofa 
SinenftSy  and  jonqtiiis,  whofe  (it^U  is  fo  grettly  eftMii^  by 
^  Europem  ladies. 

SCARRY,  gooleberry-buflies^  wUte  hyactetb,  and  the  Ju* 
lt^)er-tree,  were  brought  ^omEutvpe  :  there  are  file  hdbiH 
whilfb  gmavai,  and  a  fhmb  tranfpkfnieed  from  Madd&dfcky^ 
called  by*  the  Cape  Enropeam  Ktn/shSyrmg,  ^itiA  KuthcH^s 
^  the  Japanefe^  who  tiaakd  a  ycUow  icKlloUi'  of  thu  feed  filr 

The  hdian  gold-tree,  dfemt  fisi  ft^  Ugh,  wkh  yello^ 
k^tvesl  fpcckhd  with  red)  ils  esiremely  beaudf^,  aac^  is  g£* 
j^eraliy  r^Kij^d  in  gardens  ai^nongft  e^er  trees. 

Tn'E  Gi^  Eur^am  mzke  pteUcs?  of  the  leatas  6fJhidian 
Hf^trees  ;  there  a|c  C9i)bi^e4ettuc^  of  every  Bu^ifeMfon^ 
pamiobik  lAsujoranl,  iletk^giUiioiversi^  and  rise  ^^Mte  cP0«^n 
an^efial.  Great  {^bty  oa  applet  add  quince  ntdeny  the 
'Mhfiietz  and  O^ieinof  MatMi^,  tfsd  otfter  Indian  pistsm, 
ivake  pmifldo  fiv  yaiiwiiiig  avd  9w:l|o§  IMt  taififf  tf  the 

"acekcrneU.""'         '  "^ '"*  '•••'•^'    ••■  w.'*-*     •  - 
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540^  The  Afikaa  Hi/f^  of  B.  JCVi; 

Thb  Maiticky  pomegranate,  citron,  ftireet  and  four  limoo, 

China  and  InJ&oh  orange  trees  are  plentifai ;  thefe  trees  are 

extremely  laige»  and  called  Mdfilkm,  or  tyger-oranges,  by  the 

Eafi-Indians,  the  firft  being  fpotted  like  the  fldn  of  that 

-    animal. 

Rosemary,  bafil,  balm,  garden  mint,  iage^  garden  tar- 
lups,  oaks,  plomand  pear  trees,  were  brought  from  A/rc^f 
parfnips,  medlars,  common  alder,  and  wsdnut«oees,  -were 
carried  from  Gertnany*  There  are  black  mulberry,  myrtk,. 
peach,  pine,  and  date  trees,  garden*poppies,  netted  and 
mufk  melons,  white  dafibdils,  mine,  tulips,  violets,  tama'*^ 
liflc-trees,  and  garden-taiTagon,  winter  wheat  and  rye,  with 
grape«idne,  carried  from  the  BJhiney  Pcrfia^  and  other  plac^  7 
and  the  garden^navew,  by  whidi  the  io^»bitants  make  confix 
derable  profit.  ; 

;  We  have  by  this  time  dwelt  long  enough  on  the  vail  plen* 
ty  and.  variety  of  native  and  exotic  prodndtions  of  this  ridi  and 
fertile  fpot,  to  raife  a  defire  in  our  readers  to  know  what  fhsure 
of  (hem  thefe  new  landlords  difpenfe  among  thdr  difpoflefled 
ivailals,  in  return  for  their  fo  readily  yielding  it  to  them  ;  and 
whether  they  are  treated  with  greater  generofity,  on  all  theit 
■  saccoums,  in  this  African  fettlement,  than  thoftr  we  have  had 

.occafion  to  mention  in  {aaaz  former  vd^mes,  -  in  oor  accocmfc 
of  their  Jfiatic  conquefts  f.  To  a|lwhich  wr  canronly  atifwer 
in  general,  that  no  country  or  cliniffte  we  know,  of,-  hath  as 
yet.beea  able  to  make  any  change  for^the^bettc^  in  the  fubr 
jeds  of  that  ungrateful  republic  ^aad^that*  witbrefpeft  to 
thofe  Hottentots  who  live  under  the  dominion,  ef  die  Dutck 
-company  he^e,  thehr  condition^  the 'maff-wi^eeched  and  mi- 
.ferable  not  only  of  their  whoIenati6a,^l>ti^iwemay£i£ely^d| 
,of  2iX\he  Africans.    They  arej  fays  a  judii:iD«s,audier^,  re* 
daced  to  futh  an  abjeft  dq[fee  of  iervinideaiid  aiU^ence,  as 
.€0  be  glad,  for  theiake  of  a  little  tobacco^  ^  pke^  of  breads 
•  or  a  giafs  of  brandy,  to  fubmit  to  the  lowed  and  befeft 
y»ffices ;  and  happy  do  they  think  tfaemfelves^Ewho  live  near 
their  towns  and  fettli^xnents,  asmoft  ^t  hand  to  .be  employed  I& 
that  fervile  druggei^'^for  fo  finall  an  jencopn^ement ;  whM 
the.feft  of  their  con]|batriots,^ wha^li«ft;moreat  large,  and  en- 
.joy a  greater  fharejoli^^crty^fdeteft'  ami afahsr  them  for  theft* 
bafe  AibjeJtlon  andyibjed^  meannefs,.  71^  author  above- 
quoted  hath  interlarded  hi§  aix;<mntwit^/pi)i»y  othei-^taioui 
and  ufefnl  remarks,  which  thei^i^iefi^eed for  us?to  dwell 
upcm,  as  his  book  is  in  our  owirtdnglrispaQd  inrevery  cimous 
header's  pofleflion.  .cV    ^•v.  ..^« 

t  I^e  his,  vid.  int.  al.  vol.  x.  p.  301,  &  fcq.  338,  &feq.  452,  & 
feq-.  &  al.  plur.         ♦  Dampxej^s  Voyag.  vol.  ii.  p.  21 2,  &  feq. 
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Ok  the  other  hand,  if  our  readers  ^orodd  kiiow  what  h^li 
acoount  the  reft  of  the  Hottentot  nation  make  of  tfaefe  new 
matters,  or  rather,  as  they  Ayle  them,  invaders  and  intei^  * 
lopers,  in  the  midft  of  their  .^taft  affinence,  their  luxury  and 
oatward  grandeur,  they  look  upon  them  as  a  band  of  poor 
indigent  vs^bonds,  whom  mere  neceffity  had  forced  out  of 
then*  native  country,  to  feek  thdr  bread  which  it  could  not. 
sdStxrd  them  at  home,  and  for  the  fake  of  which  they  are  con* 
tent,  nay  glad,  to  crofs  the  wideft  feas,  wander  into, the  moft- 
diAant  countries,  expofe  them&lves  to  the  greateft  dangers 
and  fatigues,  the  moft  oppofite  and  inhoffntaUe-  dimates,  and 
iatmde  themfelves  upon  every  nadon  and  government  that 
viU  grant  them  admittance,  upon  any  fpedous  pretence,. 
ilsiNigh  fo  much  afrad  and  miftrufttul  of  aU  the  reft  of  m^^ 
that  diey  cannot  think  themfelves  and  their  eiFeds  in  any  iafe- 
ty^  nvlek  both  are  fecured  by  high  walls,  and  ftrong  bolts 
;ind  bars.    How  much  freer,  happier,  and  nobler,  is  our  race» 
who.can  range  at  will  under  the  whole  cope  of  heaven,  where* 
ever  our  wants  or  inclinations  lead  us,  and  find  every-wherf 
a  rich  fupply  ready  prepared  for  us  by  the  kind  hand  of  aa-. 
ture,  without  our  care  or  labour,  who  want  nrither  ftore^ 
houfes'nor  magazines  to  fecure  our  proviiions  and  properties^, 
nor  caftles  and  high:  walls  to  protedl  us  and  our  family,  but 
ean  live  and  fleep  fafe  and  fearlefs  in  our  low  huts  or  caves, 
or  even  under  the  open  canopy  of  the  fkies,  eat,  drink,  fmoak* 
fing,  and  dance,  race;  .hunt,  and  purfue  every  pleafure  of 
life  unreftrained  and  uncontrouled,  whilft  even  our  fuperfluK 
ties,  and  what  would  otherwife  lie  negle^led  and  defpifed  by 
us,  are  more  than  fufBdent  to  attract  thofe  mercenary  and  indi* 

,  gent  ilaves  to  come  fo  far  to  purchafe  them  from  us,  and 
bring  us,  in  exchange  for  them,  ull  that  their  country,  art,  or 
iaduftry,  produces,  that  may  contribute  to  our  ufe,  our  or- 
nsMnent  or  delight  f.  And  if,  whilft  we  here  roam,  at  large» 
enjoying  all  the  blef&ngs  and  fweets  of  our  happy  land  in 
peace  and  plenty,  thofe  IVould-be  Lordf  are  glad  to  bring  us 

'  fuch  variety  of  additional  conveniencies  and  delights,  through 
fo  many  hazards  and  fatigues,  for  fo  fmall  a  return  as  we 
make  to  them,  who  are  greater,  happier,  and  more  to  be  en- 
vied than  we  ?  who  are  more  bafe,  defpicable,  and  more  to  be 
pided  than  they  %  ?  Thus  they  think,  and  thus  they  balance  the 

.  account  between  them  and  their  mafters ;  which,  however 
ftrange  and  rbapfodical  it  may  appear  to  us,  we  are  affured,  from 
a  multitude  of  authentic  witnefles,  is  the  common  language,  not 

t  De  his,  vid.  fup.  p.  507,  &  alib.  paff.  J  Tacharo^ 

voyage  to  Siam,  p.  94,  &  feq.  of  th&  Paris  edition* 

cnly 
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otif  of  tht  H^ienMsy  but  of  the  gencr^Bcf  6f  the  Afriemsr 
em  of  d&ofie,  who,  tteoiigh  the  tTraimj  of  the  goreriMMtt 
thef  live  aadtr,  an  dooned  to  a  Aill  worfe  fiate  of  flaverip 
and  imieryy  aad  without  thofc  real  advantages  aad  comfbrta 
vrhich  this  HetUntoi  natioB  enjoys^  tocouatcaanoe  tbdr  fond 
cooccity  that  they  ar^  the  happieft  and  nobleft,  and  the  Btir 
n^satii  the  moft  miferaUe  and  al^eft  people  that  the  fun 
fhtneanpoa.  Soaie  inffauioes  of  which  we  £ball  have  occafiott 
fm  (haw  in  the  foUEvineat  chaptere. 

Ws  (ball  leave  It  eo  our  readers  to  mal^e  thdr  own  vtt* 
Murk^ondidr  luuBoaimon  noiioa  of  happiacfe  cciQpared  with 
thatof  their  Arftf^naflera,  and  which  would  receive  an  addit 
tionaldegree»  if  what  Ykrionf  and  other  writers  rdateof  them 
i««re  true;  tn.  chat  they  expeft  no  after^reckonii^  in  aaov 
Iher  world ;  but,  as  we  luve  lately  fliewn,  from  fifrer  efi«> 
denee^thbtobeaiQiftakeyaad  tliat  ^ey  really  believe  a  ftxcare 
life  and  rctribation  t»  we  hope  we  need  not  teil  our  readers, 
by  this  time»  which  caf  the  two  nations  feems  to  aft  moft  con- 
linrmablf  to  it,  or  to  reap  the  greateft  gain  from  the  contrajry 
one.  Yet  we  cannot  difpenfe  ftibjoining  feme  fiogular.  in- 
flances  of  moral  virtoe  in  the  one,  whid^  as  plainly  Q>riBg 
fiKMaa  perfuafion  of  the  former,  as  the  contrary  vices  do  from 
die  btter.  The  HatUntcts  are  tmfty  and  feithfiil  jto  the 
Ughcft  ^l^ree ;  inibmoch,  that  even  the  Dutch  give  them  free 
admiffioninto  their  honfss  aad  warefaonfes,  and  truft  them 
wkh  any  buiine&  ov  important  affiur,  without  fear  or  danger 
ofbeiag  wnoaged  or  defrauded.  Tfacyareof  anhofpitableand 
'htneiioBOt  teaqser,  and  ever  ready  to  affift  one-another ;  aad 
fb  gencfoc^  in  khek  low  fiate,  that  if  any  thing  be  giren  to 
any  one  of  diem,  vriiether  it  be  of  eatables,  appard,  tobacc^H 
or  bran4y9  which  they  are  moft  fond  of,  they  readily  divide 
it  amongft  thciv  friends  and  compatriots^  even  to  the  rdarv* 
lug  the  ieift  ftiaxe  to  themfelves ;  and  when  obliged  to  any 
U^  degree,  never  oeafeexprefliog,  upon  illoccafions,  ibati- 
meats  of  faitabk  gratitude^  as  long  as  they  live.  It  muft  be 
owned  tlMit  sjfiA$  charaAer  is  very  different  from  that  which 
the  Duiih  writers  have  given  us  of  them,  who  have  as  gene* 
rally  as  unjnftty  confounded  them  with  thefavage  and  inhu^' 
man  nation  of  the  Coffers  lately  defcribed  X,  and  probably 
wkh  no  other  view  than  to  palliate  their  ill  treatment  of,  and 
tyranntfing  over,  them. 

Wb  ftiall  now  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  (hort  eftimate 
of  the  charges  which  the  Dutch  company  is  at  for  the  mainte^ 
nance  of  this  important  fettlement,  and  of  the  revenues  out 
of  which  they  are  raifed. 

t  Sec  before,  p.  5 28,  &  fcq.        %  See  before,  p.  4  85, 4^q. 
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Thb  revennesior  defraying  the  vaft  expcnce  of  this  fsxtiB'Exfe$M 
meat,  the  moft  flourifhing  in  Jfrica^  whofe  intereftandfafetyeif^^ 
have  engrofled  the  care,  aod  application  of  Z>{if rift  £ii^*/fK&t^P^^* 
company,  and  ftood  them  in  a  million  of  florbs  yearly,  for^'^^'*'* 
the  firft  twenty  years  after  its  eftabliihment,  and  the  prefent 
annual  expences  of  which  amount  to  400,000  florins,  arifc 
from  the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  lands  poflefled  by  Euro- 
peansy  from  ground*rents,  from  duties  on  f^ines  and  beer, 
produced  at  the  Cape^  or  imported ;  on  tobacco  and  diftilled 
liquors,  on  mum,  of  which  there  is  great  confumption,  by 
other  means,  and  from  the  profits  of  trade. 

The  tenths  of  the  produce  of  lands,  and  ground-rents, 
are  computed  at  14,000  florins  per  anman.  The  duties  are 
farmed  at  70,000  florins  per  annum,  and  punctually  paid  by 
the  farmers  ;  and  the  neat  produce  of  30,000  florins,  laid 
out  annually  in  mecchandlze  for  the  Cape^  at  a  profit  of  75 
percent,  is  225,000  florins. 

Though  die  revenue  and  profits  are  not  hitherto* brought 
to  a  par,  the  company  is  at  prefent  near  rdmbnrfed  the  expeno^i 
.  and  nas  a  near  profpeft  of  enjoying  fhortly  an  immenfe  dear 
revenue  from  the  fettlement,  the  colonies  improving  and  in* 
creafing  daily,  by  the  taking  in  of  niew  lands  for  culture  and 
tillage. 

A  GREAT  number  of  fine  Perjian^  and  horfes  from  other 
countries,  are  kept  in  a  range  of  ftables,  at  Cape  Town,  c^>a- 
ble  of  coat^ning  feveral  hundreds,  -  for  the  ufe  ojF  the  compa- 
ny and  parade  of  the  governor;  whofe  train  is  magmficent, 
having  a  mafter  and  under  mafter  of  horfe,  a  body  and  other 
coachmen,  fadler,  6'c.  in  his  retinue. 

The  company's  fervants  are  about  600  in  number  :  ^Number of 
oflicers  in  the  adminiftration  are  called  qualified,  and  thtt^^omfm'^ 
foldiers,  Artificers,  and  common  fervants  unqualified,  great ^Z'^''- 
part  of  thefe  and  the  petty  officers  are  lodged  in  the  town  in**'''''''^ 
different  buildings,  belonging  to  the  company  ;  the  gover- 
nor and  chief  officers  refide  in  the  caflle,  as  has  been  related  > 
^hofc  garrifon  confiils  of  200  foldiers. 


the  END  of  the  Fifteenth  Volume^ 
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